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CHAPTER I
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

In most respects the secondary schools of the nation have done
and are doing a remarkable job of educating the youth of high school
age., No other country apparently has done so much for so many. Today
we quite generally subscribe to the idea that every normal boy and
girl of high school age should be in school, furthermore he or she
should remain in school until they have successfully completed the
high school course, that is assuming that they have the mental ability
to do so. That this is altogether too frequently not the case is
revealed in the following statement.

On a national basis, for every 1,000 pupils in the fifth

grade in 1932-33, 786 entered high school or 78 per cent in
1936-37. The high school had no chance to work with 22 per

cent who got through grade five., Sixty-six per cent got

into grade ten;_57 per cent entered grade eleven; L5 per

cent graduated.l

In the light of these figures we cannot truthfully say that our
schools are doing so much for so many, this is false reasonming. Vhen
our attention is called to the fact that only 10 to 15 per cent of
those who graduated from high school entered college, the over all
picture looks even worse. This is especially true if we assume that

the high school is not a finishing school. Granting that we believe

every normal boy and girl of high school age should be in high school,

1. W, A, Black, "Education for Life Adjustment," Education for
Life Adjustment Bulletin, p. L8, June 1950.
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it becomes apparent that changes are in order if we hope to achieve
this goal or ideal. In order that we may bring to pass the changes
needed to eliminate the shortcomings and wealmesses prevalent in our
high school curricula and high school activities, we need to make a
study of our schools and students in an attempt to more fully recognize
and discover the problems confronting the students. Only those who
have worked closely with the secondary schools over a long period of
years are aware of its shortcomings. It is probebly true that the
man on the street, the mothers and fathers are often aware of serious
gaps in the general education of youth yet they do not fully appre-
ciate the fact that large nﬁmbers of youth do not enter high school
and that the number of drop-outs is too high.

It is generally agreed that our secondary schools need to develop
a greater holding power, tha% the high school must make its offerings
more appealing and helpful to those it serves. That something is
being done in this direction is indicated in the rather recent
organization. of the Life Adjustment Commission. The Kansas
Commission on Life Adjustment Education is very much interested in
having all secondary schools study their programs and try to improve
them., It is not necessary that any given school describe itself as
a Life Adjustment School or as having a Life Adjustment program, Yet
all schools have been encouraged to enter some area or phase of the
study in an attempt to bring about a steady and consistent improvement

of secondary education.
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The writer of this report has entered into this study in the

hope that he might render a service to the school where he is employed,
to its patrons and to its present and future students. It is the belief
of the writer that no previous studies of this type have been conducted
in this high school. It is true, however, that numerous follow-up
studies of high school graduates have been and are being made through-
out the state of Kansas and the nation as a whole. The writer has done
some library research on this subject, part of which will be included

in this report as related studies,
The Problem

The specific problem of this report is to portray the results or
findings of a survey c nducted as a "Follow-up study of the graduates
of the Stafford High School." It is contended that there are certain
distinct values in making a follow-up study of high school graduates,
as follows:

1. To show a continued interest in a person after he or she
have left their high school has a wholesome effect upon that individual.
It gives them a feeling of still belonging. Too many high schools in
the past have terminated all contacts with their graduates at the close
o§ the Commencement Exercises;

2. The results of a follow-up study can be of tremendous value
to a high school in evaluating its own work, to learn where it is weak,
where it is strong. A manufacturer who wants to stay in business does

not lose interest in his product as soon as it is sold;
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3. A follow-up study, if correctly interpreted, can be of great

value to the students still in school nd who will be in school. The
data accumulated will assist the Administrators and Curriculum
makers in making whatever changes are advisable;

L. A follow-up study promotes confidence on the part of its
patrons toward the school, its administrators, faculty and students.
Even though the study may bring to light some glaring deficiencies,
the patrons and tax-payers are happy to know that something is being
done;

5. A follow-up study can be of immeasurable value to the
school's counseling and Guié.ance program, In fact the Guidance pro-

gram cannot function properly without a follow-up study.
Scope and Limitations

This study is limited to a group of 27 graduates who graduated
from the Stafford High School in the classes of 1945-'46-'47-'48 and
149, In reality only 236 were contacted, eleven could not be reached
because a complete address was not available or because they were
deceased. In response to a questionnaire replies were .received from
166 graduates, 73 of those replying were boys, 93 were girls. This
represents a total of 70- per cent of those who weré contacted and
69 per cent of the total number who graduated.

In collecting the data for this report the questionnaire method

was used entirely. The questiomnaire used in this study was prepared

by Dr. Kenneth E., Anderson, School of Education, Kansas University,



Lawrence, Kansas, The writer is indebted to Dr. Anderson who so
graciously granted permission to use his questionnaire., Perhaps it
should be mentioned that Dr. Anderson is making a state wide survey of
high school graduates at this time. The questionnaire was accompanied
by a personal letter and a self-addressed reply envelope. Three weeks
after the questionnaires were mailed a postal card by way of a reminder
and a second requést for a reply was mailed to those who had not been
heard from, This resulted in bringing in 33 additional replies.

The information contained in the questionnaire was tabulated
separately for the boys and for the girls. Also tabulations were made
on each class separately, The data as used in this report is in most
instances a composite tabulation of the entire group of 166 students.
In a few instances the data is reported separately for the boys and
the girls. The study is broken down into eight major divisions with
a number of subdivisions under each major division. These are treated

in the main body of this report,



CHAPTER IT
WHAT HAS BEEN DONE IN FOLLOW-UP ':ORK

An important function of the secondary school is that of aiding
pupils achieve educational, occupational and personal adjustment. The
instruments and procedures commonly used in follow=up studies will
provide information basic to continued appraisal of those aspects of
the school program aimed at satisfactory pupil adjustment. The data
gathered will be useful, also, in acquainting the community with
changes needed in the school program and thus bring support to the
task of curriculum revision. The school should accept the responsi-
bility for initiating a follow-up study of its former pupils. The
fact that more and more schools are accepting this responsibility is
evident as one reads of the numerous follow-up studies that have been
reported in recent years.

There has been a noticeable increase in the past two or

three years in the number of reports on follow-up studies

of high school graduates. The most common type of study
deals with accounts of high school seniors who have gone on
to college and with the vocational adjustments of those who
left school for business and industry, the knowledge obtained
from the investigation of other topics by means o§ follow-up
studies is evidently beginning to be appreciated.

One rather comprehensive study has been reported in a pamphlet

by Paul H. Lancaster which is entitled, "Six Months After Commence-

ment." This has been issued as Bulletin 420 of the Division of Rural

3. R. C. "oellner, "Follov~up Studies of High School Graduates,"
School Review, 51:1h1, March 1943.



Sociology of the Agricultural Experiment sStotion, state College of
';'fashington.iL This study, which is an anclysis ol 133,951 graduates
from high schools in the state of 7 ashington, depicts the occurational
roles of bLoys and girls after graduation. The interesting observa-
tions of this study are limited to one shori varagraph:

It is clear fron the analysis p.esented thet (1. the roles

of youth are radically modified by changing conditions in the
socio-economic syster, (2 the roles of youth leavins <he rural
hich schools of the state are far different from those leaving
the urban high schools, (3 +the roles of Sexes differ.

“hen schools fully aporeciate the richness of information
obtained fro~ follow-up studies, an even ~reater nurber will be nade,
Beside othzr things, follov-up ztudies indicate a gemiine interst on
the part of the school tovard its stiden o ond the coniwnity at larce.

=ol L, Tarren,F Guidance Depertment in <ie iiew Tork zZducotional
Denartment since 124C, writes in suzvort of follov=up studies. The
purvose of his article is to woint out how effectively a cuestionnzirs
may be used as o follo. up technique ~nd method of zothcring valieble
informztion, In a study carried on b. lr, " arren a Li-paze tyzed
questionnaire, calling foxr 70 ans.ers ..ac used. -..r. .arren ceantends

that since the resvonse to his questiomnaire reachel the 75 ¢or cent

Q

mark, the contention that long auestionnairec do not zrodice

..

.48 in his case,

ct

results is erroneois; at least i

L, Ibid. p. 1h2.
5, S. L. "arren, "Guidance Students Get Guidance, ! vccupations,

27:114-119, loveuber 1,&2.
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The general objectives of follow-up studies are essentially the
same without respect to size or location of the school and community
concerned. In smaller communities, however, the procedures involved
are less complex, a fact which stems from fewer school subjects and
activities as well as a lesser number of graduates each year. fThough
it is not possible to point up detailed differences in the procedures
involved in follow-up studies in schools of various sizes, the general
pattern followed in planning and carrying out the study is usually
guite similar. In the following pages the writer gives a brief account
of six different studies which have been made.,

Study No., 1. In April, 1947, a visiting committee for the
Commission on Secondary Schools of the Middle States Association of
Colleges and Secondary Schools made a study of the Glen Ridge High School
located in Glen Ridge, New Jersey., The study revealed that this par-
ticular high school was a better than average high school since it
scored in the 86th percentile, A sampling was made of the graduates
in the lowest quartile in their respective classes, to determine if
the curriculum gave sufficient attention to this type of student, and
if they could do satisfactory work in college. The assumption was that
25 per cent of the students lack the ability to do successful work on
the college level, therefore the educational program offered these
students did not fit them for life since it was largely a college
preparatory course. This was according to the Commission's report.

Mr. Ransay, who had been principal of this high school for

twenty years, with accurate records on pupil accounting, decided to
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make an investigation since he believed that the Commission's assump-
tion was open to gquestion. On the basis of Intelligence Quotients
which were on file, Mr. Ramsay selected a group of students for his
survey, A questionnaire was sent to 55 graduates who were in the
lowest quartile of their classes. The /5 graduates were selected from
eleven classes, from 1936 to 1946 inclusive. The selection was made
on this basis: the first two students at the top of the lowest
quartile, the middle student and the two lowest students were selected,
The questiomnaire sent out to those selected explained fully the pur-
pose of the study. Complete replies were received from only 20 of the
55, or 36 per cent; however, valuable information was gotten from the
others too. The following gquestions were included in the questiomnaire:

1., Fhich subjects that you took in high school were most
valuable to you in your occupation?

2. Vhich subjects that you did not take in high school do you
think would have been valuable in your occupation?

3. TVhat subjects or kind of education not offered in high
school do you believe from your experience would have been valuable
to you?

L., If there are any suggestions you can make which might help
the school be of greater service to those young people now in school—
Please list them here;

Item number li brought forth many varied and interesting comments

which cannot be listed here because of their length,
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Mr, Ransay drew these conclusions from his studys:
1, Shows that students in the lowest quartile of their
classes have the ability to take college preparatory courses
in high school.

2. That 32 or 58 per cent of those questioned were
admitted to college or junior college.

3. That the graduates who replied were by and large

s?tisfied wizh the curriculum offered them in Glen Ridge
High School.

The success attained by these graduates in the fields they
chose after graduation would cause one to question whether any other
curriculum offering could have made them more successful.

Study No, IT. A poll taken of the 1946 and 1947 high school
graduates in New Jersey by the New Jersey State Department of Education
and now conveniently tabulated brings out the following facts: Of
35,221 graduates, (16,823 boys and 18,398 girls) 10,073 went on to
advanced schooling; 2,112 went into secondary schooling; 18, ii5 became
employed; 988 were taken into military training; 1,625 were at home;

5 were deceased; and 2,373 were unaccounted for.7

Mr, Ablett H. Flurry, Assistant in Secondary Education, New

Jersey State Department of Education, Trenton, believes that this survey

should be recommended to principals and guidance directors wishing to

compare the trends with those of their own schools on a state wide basis.

6. A. C. Ransay, "Are We Meeting the Needs of Our High School
Students in the Lowest Quartile," School Review, 5 :2L~31, December 1948,

7. "0, S. U. Reports on Graduates," Occupations, 27:57,
October 1948.
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Study No., III, This is an account of a follow-up study made of
251 graduates of the Maggie L. Walker High School located in Richmond,
Virginia. This school first opened in September, 1938, By 1543 the
graduates from this school numbered 29)i. Perhaps it should be mentioned
in the beginning that the Maggie L, Walker High School is a Vocational
Training school and not a purely academic school. The educational
philosophy of this school is that the responsibility for training
high school youth is three—fold:®

1, The state has the responsibility of providing adequate
training facilities.

2. The youth have the responsibility of meking the best of
these facilities.

3. The school has the responsibility of seeing that the train-
ing offered through the facilities offered by the state is of the type
and caliber that will assure efficient workers and contributing members
of society.

An effort was made to contact 29 graduates to determine how
well or how adequately the school was meeting its responsibility.

The questionnaire method was used in making the follow-up survey.
Since only 126 questionnaires were filled out and returned, this did
not seem to be sufficient on which to base conclusions. Consequently
the questionnaires were supplemented by a personal interview, This

brought the total returns to 251 or about 90 per cent.

8. Lester V. Hill, "Follow up Studies of 251 Graduates,”
Industrial Arts and Vocational Education, 335:41, October 19L5.
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On the basis of the information available, data concerning the
graduates of 1942-43 showed that 12 per cent of the group were in
college, as against only | per cent of the class of 1943. It was con-
cluded that this extremely low percentage was due to the number. of
boys in the armed forces and because of the lure or high paying jobs.
This survey also indicated that 21 per cent of the class of 1942-43
were not employed, since this included those in college, in the armed
forces, and those who were married and housewives. The percentage
was not considered as being high.

A second phase of this study was to determine what portion of
the graduates of the class of 19L2-)i3 who were trained for a specific
occupation were engaged in the occupation trained for. Results re-
vealed that only one-third were engaged in their specifically trained
jobs and furthermore it revealed that about 22 per cent had never
been engaged in jobs for which specially trained.

The information obtained relative to the situation concerning
training for specific occupations and failure to a rather large degree
to engage in those occupations prompted a further study. Again by
using the questionnaire method an effort was made to determine why
this was true. Information thus gathered resulted in the following
three answers to the questions:

1, TInability to find employment in the chosen field;

2., Personal health reasons made it advisable not to work in

the occupation trained fors;

3., lMade a mistake in the choice of an occupation.
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An analysis of the findings raised the question of responsibility,
Who was at fault?

The school's educational program certainly mist accept a portion
of the blame, especially insofar as inability to find employment and
a mistake in choice of occupations is concerned, This was definitely
a shorteoming of the guidance program,

A question box idea resulted in obtaining many valuable sug-
gestions from the graduates. In spite of the fact that the suggestions
came from the graduates of a Vocational Training school, they no doubt
would apply to graduates of the academic school as well, A few of
the more pertinent suggestions follow:

1. A more positive attitude of the teacher toward the graduate.

2, alker High School should have college preparatory courses.

3. Encourage graduates to continue their training after
graduation,

Li. Discontinue the practice of teaching English and Social
Studies as a combination.

5. Require twenty units for graduation;

6. Provide job placement service and furnish references.

7. Offer contiauation courses.

8. Keep graduates informed on school news,

Walker school authorities concluded that three more or less

definite recommendations should be gleaned from this study:

1. A need for more adequate guidance program,
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2. The school shoild seek to place its students after gradvation.

3. The school should enrich its curriculum through an expan-
sion of its offerings.

Study No. IV. This is a survey reported by C. Oppenheimer and
R. F. Kimball, It concerns a group of 318 boys and girls who comprised
the first graduating class of Woodrow Wilson High School, Washington,
D. C. This class had graduated in 1937. The primary purpose of the
survey was to determine as far as possible what had happened to these
graduates in the decade since they left school as graduates, how many
had contimed their education, how many were employed and in what
occupations and professions,\how many were married.

A questionnaire was mailed to every graduate in this class and
repiies were received from 218 or 68.5 per cent, containing a wealth
of information. Of prime interest and significance was the knowledge
that only 23, of whom 16 were girls and 7 were boys, reported no
further education., Furthermore, figures revealed that a total of 98
or Li5.1 per cent of those ho reported had completed undergraduate
work. It should be mentioned here that this umusually high percentage
may have been due to the fact that a large proportion of the graduates
surveyed came from families who were privileged in nstive ability,
educational and vocational status. That this was not a typical group
nor situation is evident when we note the averages found in a nation-
wide study as cited by Dr. James B, Conant, and quoted by

Oppenheimer and Kimball: "Of 1000 pupils enrolled in the fifth grade

in 1930-31, 417 graduated from high school in 1938, and only 72, or
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17.2 per cent, graduated from college in l9h2."9 Please note the
similarity in these figures to those presented by Dr., «illiam Black as
stated in the introduction,
The question that arises is, ¥hat use have these same graduates
of the class of 1937 made of their training in the matter of gainful

employment? The table on the following page gives the answer.

9. C. Oppenheimer and R, F. Kimball, "Ten Yeal Follow-up of
1937 High School Graduates," Occupations, 26:228-23L, December 19L8.
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TABLE I

OCCUPATIONS

Present Employment Previous Employment
of Those Not
Employed Now

Total Per Cent Boys Girls Total Boys Girls

1, Professional and
Semi-professional L0 26.7 28 1) 38 13l 27

2, Clerieal, Sales

and Kindred

Workers 1,8 32,0 2l 2L 35 2 33
3. Proprietors and

Managers 19 12,7 16 3
. Craftsmen, Foremen

and Kindred Workers T L.6 7 0 5 1 L
5. Military Service 16 10.7 15 i

6. Students (full
time) 19 Lz 13 6

7. Umemployed L 0.6 1 0
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A third aspect which served as a motive for this study was

relagive to the marriage status of the class of OB

table gives the findings.

TABLE II

MARTITAL STATUS

The following

Total Per Cent Boys Per Cent Girls Per Cent
Number Married 156 Tl dl Th 68.5 82 7L.5
Number Unmarried 62 28.9 3L RIR5 28 25.5
Nunber of Children
One 55 28 27
Two 3L 12 22
Three L ! 3

This table shows that 68.5 per cent of the boys and 7h.5 of the

girls were married with a total of 93 children by the end of the
decade following their graduation.

Study No. V.

As an illustration of another follow-up study of

high school graduates, R. B, Stevens gives this brief report in the

School Reviéw of January, 1942,

This study had to do with the gradu-

ating class of 1937 from a general high school in a city of 50,000 in

New York. The principal purpose of the survey was to learn about the

work experiences and further educational training that the boys and
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girls in this class had after craduation, There were 227 students in
the class stadied, Seventy-tvo per cent, vhich vas the number vho
could pe located, were visited in person., The distribution of craduates
who received further training after lecving high school is shovm in the

table belox.lo

IT

=il

TAELE

DISYRI +T100 JF 1oL HIZ- sCH 0L GO TES Or 1937

PR bt

ACC DDIV . 10 LU AMER vRATNING pECEIVED

Training after JoLS GIaLs
Hich 3chool lumber  rer Cent Murber 1er Cant

Continuous Colle-e

Attendence 11 17 27 28
rart Time College

Attendance 2 1L 7 7
Training Other “hrn

College 1h 21 38 39
Tio Troining 32 L8 26 26

Totals 6€ 100 9C 100

The foet thew nore ~irls than rors vent on ©o collzge in this

o the fact thet there vas a

ol

—orticnler instance . as no doubt due

evens, "sxperiences ol lizn school . radustes,

10, By By O
School Review, Go:2Lh-31, Jamiary 1942,
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college for women but none for men in the city in which the high school
from whence these graduates came was located.

Study No, VI. Teachers often times ask themselves why it is so
difficult to make high school students understand what they will realize
themselves within a short time following graduation,

For a period of four years the Spearfish High School in Spearfish,
South Dakota carried on a follow-up program with each of its graduates.
The object of this program being to learn the graduate's opinion of the
adequacy of the preparation he received and to solicit suggestions on
how to improve the curriculum. After analyzing the reports, certain
facts were learned. The feeling seems quite general that the high
school has done a good job in preparing its students, with occasional
criticism to the contrary. Quite naturally the criticism varies in
proportion to how the individual has gotten along and the responsibi-
lities he has had thrust upon him,

In listing some of the more frequent criticisms, graduates
often stated that the high school program was too easy-~they did not
have to study hard. Now that they are facing difficulties they feel
that somehow the school let them down; they claim high school work and
activities did not challenge their abilities. A second common fault
of the school mentioned by graduates is the failure to provide adequat
social adjustments. They feel that they should have been taught more

about working and getting along with others, L

11. H. J. Kramer, "Now They Know," American School Board
Journal, 110:26£, March 1945.
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Now to come down to more specific inadequacies in the school's
offerings, The graduates almost unanimously mention English--teach
students to write, spell, read and talk. The logical conclusion seems
to be that not more English is needed but rather a different kind,

It needs to be more functional and less traditional,

Large numbers report a serious lack of knowledge in mathe-
matics, No doubt this lack was felt more keenly during the war years,
Here again we may assume that it is a lack of quality and not quantity.

In the field of science, graduates felt that it was a matter of
"too 1little." Since the tendency in the world today is to become
more technological, it is reasonable to say that the need for more
adequate training in mathematics and science will increase.

Since the numerous activities in high school have been ques-
tioned concerning their value, it is of interest to note the reactions
of the graduates which were brought out in this survey., They claim
almost unanimously that their participation in the various activities
is of much value to them in the work they are doing., Activities
mentioned as having been of great help are Speech activities, Dra-
matics, Debate, Music, Journalistic activities, and athletics.

Those conducting and reporting on this survey mention that
the reports made by the graduates were interesting, some amusing, but
all worthy of consideration., This study does not attempt to analyze
the information gathered. Its purpose was to point out some rather

important implications to those who select, plan, and teach the high

school courses,




CHAPTER IIT
STAFFORD HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

In presenting the data obtained from the 166 graduates in the
survey it may be of some value to the reader if a brief paragraph is
included giving a description of the commnity in which the Stafford
High School is located as well as a statement or two about the Stafford
School System, Stafford is a small city of the third class with a
population of 2,000 people as given in the census of 1950, It is
located in the southeast corner of Stafford County. The community
is a typical Kansas farm commﬁnity with the growing of wheat as the
main farm crop. Stafford has no major industry to furnish employment
to the young people leaving school., It is located in the vicinity of
many oil wells which contribute to the - ealth of the city and commmni-
ty. Many of the graduates included in this study come from families
whose livelihood comes from the oil activities of the surrounding
territory. Stafford has the usual business establishments found in
the average city of its size,

The school system is organized on the 6-3-3 plan and the children
are housed in three separate buildings. Thé ninth grade which is
commonly considered in the high school group is in the Junior High
School building with the seventh and eighth grade pupils. The Stafford
High School is a fully accredited class A high school and a member of

the North Central Association of Secondary Schools and Colleges. There

are thirty full time teachers in the entire system, ten of these being
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on the high school staff., The superintendent is George H. Wedelin
who is a member of the Kansas Life Adjustment Commission and who has
given his enthusiatic support to the study upon which this report is
based.

As previously stated the writer attempted to bbtain the reaction
of the graduates in eight major fields, these are (1) You Personally,
(2) Your Education, (3) High School Training, (4 Your Job, (5) Your
Health, (6) Your Leisure, (7) Your Civic Activities, (8) Your Military

Service. These will be considered in the order listed.
You Personally

It was learned that the graduates had become scattered far and
wide in the short time since their graduation. In 11} instances an
address other than Stafford, Kansas, was given., Of the 93 girls who
were hear from 58 ere married, of the 73 boys heard from 27 were
married, Thi- represents a total of 69% of th- girls and 37% of the
boys or a total of 51 per cent of both, In response to the question
"How many children do you have", it was found that of the girls who
had married there were 38 children, of the boys who had married there
were 9 children,

Any school knows its students better and is in a position to
serve them better if it kmows something of the parents and the family
background. The graduates were asked to give some information about

their parents education, the parents occupation at the time the

student graduated, whether or not the parents owned all or part of
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Their business, farm or place of employment, and the number of per—
sons they direct or supervise in connection with their job or Ppro-—
fession, The following table gives the answer to the question con-
cerning the parents education. This table a2lso indicates or shows
the level of schooling reached bj the husband or wife of the 85

graduates who had married,

TABIE IV

The Level of Schooling Attained by Each of the rarents

and the Wife or Husband if Married

Iife
or
Level of Training Received Father liother Husband

A, Did not attend school o) 0 0
B, Some Grade School work 12 3 0
C. Grade School 63 37 2)
D. Some high school work 30 29 12
E, Graduated from high school 26 L8 30
F. Some College work 25 38 23
G. Received college degree 12 11 17
H, Holds more than one college degree 6 0 0

What about the occupation that each of the parents held at the
time the student graduated from high school? The mother was shoim
as having held nine different kinds of jobs. In 137 cases she was
listed as a housewife, in seven cases as a teacher, in two cases as

a2 manager of a theatre, in two cases as an employee in a Dry Cleaning

establishment, in one case for each she was listed as a nurse, a
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bus station agent, a telephone operator, a cafe operator and a cook in
a cafe., We may note here the fact that in nearly all cases was the
mother a housewife, a situation which is very commendable. In regards
to the occupation engaged in by the father we again find that one
occupation was given much more frequently than any other, namely farming,
Seventy-three fathers were listed in this category. The occupation
ranking second high in the number of times mentioned was employment in
the oil field or some vhase of the oil activity in the community. This
of course, is to be expected sinee, as has been stated, the Stafford
commmnity is chiefly a farming commnity in which there is also much
oil activity. The father was also mentiéned in connection with twenty-
two other occupations, five were Doctors of lledicine, five were
Engineers, four were Truck Drivers, three Carpenters, three liinisters,
three U. S. Postal Employees, two Service Station Operators and two
Highway Maintenance men. Those mentioned only once were Jeweler,
Auditor, Abstractor, Santa Fe Railroad Apent, Electric Service
Mechanic, Painter, Grain Buyer, Custodian Hospital Attendant, Park
Caretaker, Bookkeeper, Barber and Cafe Owner. Further information
relative to the father and mother was that in fifty-eight instances
they ovmed and managed the place of employment, in seven instances
they managed the place of employment for others, in forty-one instances
they owned a part of the business or farm and finally in fifty
instances they were working for some one else, Still in connection

with the job or profession engaged in, the graduates were asked to

check the four statements relating to the number of persons the mothers
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or fathers direct or supervise. Eighty-one said none, fifty—eight said
from one to five, four said from six to ten and eleven said more than

ten.
Your Education

This division in the questionnaire is of interest and vital
importance., Every secondary school should be able to give some definite
statistics on such matters as to the number of graduates who obtained
further training, the type of training institutions entered, the number
who continued to the extent of earqing a degree, how valuable they
found their high school education to have been, which of their high
school courses they rank as having been most useful, which ones least
useful and so on. The questionnaire asked for some rather specific
information on "Your Education", other questions asked for an opinion
or point of view, All of the information supplied may be used to good
advantage by those planning the curriculum, By staff members who teach
in the class-room and particularly the student counselor. It was
found that nineky-six of the 166 graduates had contimed their train-
ing in various educational institutions. The percentage of girls being
somewhat higher than for the boys. Fifty-eight girls or 62 per cent,
thirty-eight boys or 52 per cent indicated that this was the case,

Of the total number twenty-one had received a degree. Six girls had
received the R. N. (Registered Nurse) degree and seven had received

Bachelor degrees. Eight boys had received Bachelor degrees. The

total number of degrees earned seem rather small in comparison to the
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number who had entered training institutions. This can be Justified in
part by the fact that the graduates surveyed had been out of high
school from six to less than two years, those who graduated from high
school in the classes of 1948 and 1949 had not been out long enough
to earn a college degree based on four years attendance. Many of these
were still in college at the time they answered the questionnaire and
no doubt some of them will earn a college degree.

Concerning the choice of a college for further training the
graduates were asked to check fourteen suggested factors which in-
fluenced them to choose the college they did in preference to some
other institution, they were also to doutle check the most important
reasons in their particular case. The suggested factors or reasons

suggested are listed, also the number of times checked and double

checked. These appear in Table V,
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TABLE V

Factors Which Influenced the Choice of the

Particular College or Imstitution Which Was Attended

Most
Tmportant ortant

Influencing Factors mgactor Imgactor
A, Nearness to home 17 2
B. Low or no tuition 18 8
C. Parents or older brothers and sisters

went there 12 6
D, Religious influence 13 16
E. Friends attended this college 30 8
F. Scholarship granted by this college 17 7
G. High Educational standards 35 21
H. Provided good general education i 19
I. Offered desired job training 33 28
J. Parents favored this college 29 1
K. Effective guidance program 13 1
1. TVas not sure vhat I wanted to do and felt

two years at this college would help me 11 6
M. Superior teaching staff : 19 6
N. TUnable to meet admission requirements of

college I first intended to enter 0 0

It is encouraging to note that the reason listed under (g) (h) and (i)
were checked more times than the other reasons listed. This would
indicate that those who entered advanced training institutions did so
for very substaptial reasons. dJust how and to what extent students
are influenced in chosing a college is of interest. O0f equal interest
and value are the reasons are factors which influence the graduate to
go to college at all. On this point the graduates were asked to check

a list of fifteen reasons or situations that had something to do with
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their decision to enter a higher institution. The instructions to
this particular section of the questionnaire read as follows; Number 1,
2, 3, L and so on in order of their importance, any of the following
factors which exerted some influence upon you to attend college. You
may rumber many of the factors or only twos that is, rank only those
which apply to you. If you cannot decide between two or more factors ’

number both (1). The suggested factors and the tabulations on same

follow,
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TABLE VI

Factors Which Exerted Some Influence To Attend College

Rank According
Influencing Factors to Importance

1) (@ 3) W

A, My parents had so little education

they always planned for me to go to

college, so here I am, 5 0 6 3
B. My parents are college people and it

has always been taken for granted

that I would have a college education. L 0 1 1
C. My friends were going to college and

I didn't want to be left out of things. "0 L L L
D. I wanted to enjoy life a while before

settling down so I came to college. 2 2 2 1
E. I expected to make new friends in

gollege. L 7 12 6
F., I didn't know what I wanted to do

and thought college would help me

decide. 9 7 0 1
G, College is necessary to achieve a

business and social position. 12 13 6 6
H. College will help me earn a high salary 3 12 8 5
I. One can't get a job until he is older, so

there is nothing to do but go to college. 0 1 0 0
J. I want help and guidance leading to

a wise vocational choice. 6 5 6 5
K. I came because of the extra-curricular

activities and social life in college. 2 L 3 1
L, I realize a need for a broad education

to prepare me for life outside the Job. 21 25 7 6
M, To get specific training for the job

of my choice. 59 11 i 1
N. To get pre-professional training,

preparatory to a professional school. B 3 2 1

0. To get training to take a responsible
part in the community. 2 15 9 L
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Our attention is immediately camght by the large number of people who

gave factor (1) as the most important factor causing them to decide
in favor of going to college. All other factors taken together were
given a first place rank in qnly 73 instances., This would leave no
doubt concerning the main reason for going to college as far as these
96 graduates who went on to college are concerned.

Another section of the division in the questionnaire on "Your
Education" had to do with the value or usefulness of the education
this group received in high school, Those checking the questionnaire
were given a choice of 5 answers and were to check only one of the 5,

A tabulation of this section is shown in table VII,

TABLE VII
"How Valuable and Useful Do You Consider

Your High School Education To Have Been?!

Value of High School Education Boys Girls
a. Very valuable and useful 11 5L
b. Valuable and useful 27 26
¢. Perhaps of some value 3 6
d, Of no particular value 0 0
e. A distinct waste of time and money 0] 0]

Seven girls and two boys failed to check this particular part
of the question. It is quite evident from the figures given that the
students were finding their high school education to be very valuable

and useful in a majority of the cases.

The final section in the questionnaire relative to the students

education was the most significant and useful as far as the writers
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purpose in making this follow study is concerned. Here the graduates

were asked to "List in order of rank the three courses you teook during
your high school years which have been the most and the least valuable
to you in your later training or work. . The reaction to this question is

shown in tables VIII and IX which follow.

TABLE VIII

"List in order of rank the three courses you took during your
high school years which have been the most valuable to you in your
later training or work.,"

Courses Which "ere First In Second In Third In
Listed As Value Value Value
Most Valuable Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Totals

English 16 2L 16 22 17 17 112
Journalism 0 a 0 AL 0 0 2
Debate and Speech 6 7 0 5 at 5 2l
Biology 3 2 2 3 L L 18
Chemistry 5 6 0 2 2 5 20
General Science 0 0 0 1 3 0 L
Physics 0 0 3 0 L 0 7
Algebra L oy s 0 2 0 9
Gen'l Mathematics i 5 17 7 8 5 L9
Geometry 3 1 1L 0 2 0 7
. Latin 0 2 0 2 2 2 8
Spanish 0 0 (0] 0 2 7 2
Bookkeeping 1 6 0 1 0 3 11
Shorthand 0 5 0 3 0 2 10
Typing 0 L3 26 6 5 12 62
Am, History L 2 7 7 7 10 Bif
Civics 0 0 il 0 2 L 7
Home Economics x 2l x 9 x 9 L2
Vocational Agriculture 17 x L x L x 19
Industrial Arts 8 £ 1li o 7 X 26
Physical Education 0 0 2 0] al 0 - 3)
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TABLE IX
"List in order of rank the three courses you took during your

high school years which have been the least valuable to you in your
later training or work,

Second Third
Courses Which Were Least ~ Least Least
Listed As Valuable Valuable Valuable
Least Valuable Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Totals

English 7 il 3 0 ) 2 15
Journalism 0 1 2 0 0 1 i
Debate & Speech 0 0 1 1 0 2 N
Biology 3 7 3 L 2 9 28
Chemistry 3 3 i g 0 1 13
General Science 3k al 2 2 2 2 10
Physics 0 0 1 0 I 0 2
Algebra 1 L 2 3 5 6 2]l
Gen'l Mathematics L L 3 L 0 0 13
Geometry 2 T 3 2 1 2 17
Latin 0 5 1 2 0 il 9
Spanish ol lu=nl 2 6 0 2 23
Bookkeeping al 3 2 3 0 N 13
Shorthand 0 3 0 2 0 1 6
Typing 0 2 1 ! 1 1 6
Am, History 13 22 10 9 2 L 50
Civics 2 2 2 L 6 2 18
Home Economics 53 2 X 2 5% 2 6
Vocational Agriculture { x 1 x 2 52 10
Industrial Arts 6 x 3 x 0 X 9
Physical Education 2 1 AL 2 0 2 8




33

If an attempt is made to interpret the statistics in tables VII
and VIII, it nust be kept in mind that the enrollment in some of the
courses is always considerable larger than in others. English, American
History and the Physical Education Course are required of all boys and
girls, also the required unit of credit in the mathematics field must
be in either General Mathematics or Algebra, consequently all 166
graduates replying to the questionnaire had taken these required subjects.
All other subjects being offered as electives results in fewer graduates
having taken these courses. In the Stafford High School in the past
the Home Economics courses have been offered only to the girls. The
courses in Vocational Agriculture and Industrial Arts (Bench-work,

Cabinet-making and Mechanical Drawing) have been offered to boys only.
High School Training

The primary purpose for which any school exists is to train the
boys and girls who participate in its program. This is its principle
function and every school must accept the responsibilities with which
it is charged, No doubt one of the best means a school has of de-
termining how well it is meeting this responsibility is by learning
from the students who have left the institution just exactly how they
feel about this matter. The division of the questionnaire used in this
study was designed to obtain an expression or reaction from the students
on a.number of points concerning their high school training. The grad-

uates were instructed to answer each item by checking it as being

(s) (4) or (U).
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Code: S——-Highly satisfactory
(well pleased)
A~———About average in this respect
(moderately satisfied)
U Unsatisfactory
(disappointed)

The eighteen points on which information was desired and the

number of times it was checked according to the code is shown in

Table X,
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TABLE X

The Ways and the Extent To Which Satisfactory Training or

Experience Was Obtained While in High School

Degree of
Satisfaction

Suggested Items S. A. U,
a, Information and advice on further education 36 105 22
b, Guidance and counsel on selection of the

proper Jjob for me, 25 89 L7
¢. Training for the vocation in which I am

now engaged., 61 65 37
d. Development of effective health habits. 71 85 9
e. Preparation for home and family living. 60 8L 22
f., Training for active participation in

civic and community life. 59 92 14
g. Development of high ideals and suitable

moral code. 70 89 6
h. Imprevement in ability to undertake and

proceed with new tasks. 73 82 10
i. Development of ability to meet people

easily. 7% 72 16
j. Preparation for further education. 61 92 12
k., Training in supervising or directing

the activities of others, 36 91 36
1. Preparation in speaking and writing

effectively. 55 8 25
m, Stimulation of a desire to read and

appreciate good literature. 5, 92 18
n. Development of a sound philosophy of life. 3L 117 15
0. Training for effective use of leisure time. 4, 93 28
p. Cultivation of a wholesome appreciation

of work. 58 100 8
g. Development of a broad understanding of

social and economic problems. 4o 100 25

r. Stimulation of aesthetic appreciation,
particularly for good msic and art. 53 82 30
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It has been stated previously in this report that ninety-six

graduates or 57 per cent of those interviewed went on to a higher
educational institution, also some figures have been given regarding
the factors which influenced these young people to go on to college
and the basis upon which they chose their respective educational
institutions. In continuing this line of thought, ten statements were
inserted into the questionnaire for the purpose of determining what
these people would do if they were just now complebting high school.
Having been out of high school from two to five years and on the
basis of the experiences they had had, would their decisions and

choices be vastly different? Table X shows the figures as obtained

from the questionnaire.
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TABLE XTI

"If you were just now completing high school and knew your own
strength and weaknesses as you now know them, what would you do?"

What They Would Do

a., Enter the same college that I did. 73
b. FEnroll in a junior-college pre~professional course. 10
¢, Enroll in a course that could be completed in

Jjunior college L

d. Enroll in a (different) liberal arts or denomi-
national college

e. Enter a (differmnt) large university.

f., Take a different course in the same college.

g. Not go to college at all.

h, Enter the same work that I did.

i. Enter a different kind of work.

Jj. Enter some other type of school

<mU18;=NmUncn

Since mumbers (a) and (h) were checked so many more times than
any others, in fact more times than all the others combined it is
apparent that both groups, those who had gone on to college and those
who had gone to work believed that they had made a wise choice and
would do the same thing again if just now completing high school.

The so called extra-curricular fields or activities have come
in for a great deal of discussion on the part of administrators, staff
members and parents., The value of any phase of the entire educational
program can best be judged by the results. The questionnaire listed
ten activities which are commonly regarded as extra-curricular in
most secondary schools., Two of those listed, namely (1) Artistic and

(2) Hobby groups are not a part of the extra-curricular program in
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the Stafford High School consequently are not included in the tabula-
tions. In response to this section of the questionnaire the graduates

were asked to indicate three things. These are shown in the following

table:
TABLE XII

Extra-curricular Activities in the Stafford High School

Extra-Curricular Participated Held Position Now Wish
Activities In of They Had
Leadership Participated

a, Athletics 89 17 T
b, Musical 126 7 8
c. Speech 39 0 66
d., Student Gov't h3 15 12
e. Journalistie 50 0 20
£. Dramatic 68 2 1
g. Social 71 8 5
h., Religious 88 28 6

Participation in the foregoing extra-curricular fields is a
matter of free choice with the exception of Student Government and
Dramatics in vhich case the students participating are elected by the
student body or chosen by the staff. The above figures indicate that
the 166 graduates had participated in a majority of the activities to
a considerable degree., Perhaps the one most noticeable fact revealed
in the figures is the very large number who regretted the fact that

they had not participated in the speech activity. I think this is a
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significant point for those who plan the curriculum. The questionnaire
went one step further in checking on the extra~curricular field by
asking for information on the following question, "How valuable and
useful do you now consider your participation in extra~curricular

activities to have been?"
TABLE XIIT

Participation In the Extra-Curricular

Activities Listed in Table

Number of Times

The Degree of Value Checked
a, Very Valuable and Useful 75
b. Valuable and Useful 58
¢. Perhaps of Some Value 28
d. Of No Particular Value L
e. A Distinct 'aste of Time and Effort 0

Basing his opinion on the graduates response to the above state-
ments the writer is inelined to feel that those extra-curricular
activities listed in the questionnaire were a very worthwhile part of

the training received in high school and would warrant contimuation

for the present and future students.
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Your Job

Since 57 per cent of the graduates had gone on to college and
other training institutions this portion of the questionmaire did not
apply to them in full., However since most of the entire group had
held a job in the summer time or a part time job while in college most
of them checked the greater portion of this particular division,
Administrators, teachers and particularly the counselor should be in
a position to inform their students on the most common methods as well
as the most important factors which enable them to find employment.,
Those who had held one or more jobs furnished the following informa-

tion, as shown in the table below:
TABLE XIV

Factors Which Operated In Your Obtaining

Your First Full Time and Your Present Job

Importance of

Factors

A Iist Of Factors First Second Third
a, By direct application L8 9 1
b, Through friends 20 5 3
¢, Through relatives 15 3 at
d. Approached by employer 16 5 1
e. By financial investment i 3 (0]
f. Through an advertisement 1 s 0
g. Through assistance of a University

office or staff member i il 0]
h., Through some non-campus employment agency. 1 0] 0]
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Obtaining a job by direct application is obviously the factor
which operated most frequently. This would indicate that even in this
day and age when jobs are plentiful that one still gets the best
results by making application in person, The writer does not have
reliable information regarding the number of schools that assume any
responsibility in plaecing their graduates. The services the secondary
schools render to their students are constantly increasing and this may
well become the common practice. Every secondary school should accept
the responsibility of assisting its students in making a wise voca-
tional choice. Vhat do the Stafford High School students say about
their alma mater about this and what do they say about other factors

that may have influenced their choice of a vocation? The answer lies

in the twenty following statements and the response to each.
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TABLE XV

Factors Which Influenced The Choice

Of A Vocation Vhich Was lMade

Order Of Importance
Iist Of Factors (1) (2 3) ) (&)

1. Advice of parents 23 20 51 11 14
2. Advice of a high school teacher 9 13 33 12 58
3. Adviece of a high school counselor b 65 I T -2 B
. Adwice of a high school principal
or superintendent 5 5 20 16 72
5. A guidance elass in high school 8 3 a5 15 192
6, Other subjects studied in high school 16 16 Lo 10 39
7. Books you read in high school 7 19 33 21 55
8. The program of the high school as
a whole 3 1y Lo 16 U6
9, Working at this vocation after school,
on Sat., or during summer vacations 2ol ahl 5 62
10, A fair knowledge of my own interests
and abilities St- @ 23 - 2815
11, Advice of a college instructor 9 11 18 5 13
12, Advice of a college instructor or
counselor 1SR SR R X
13. A college guidance course 7 L 9 19 90
1), Other college courses 18 17 20 7 67
15, The college vork and experience as
a whole 18 15 24 L 60
16, Talks with people not comnected with
the high school or college 25 24 k2 7 26
17. Advice of a minister 5 ;5 1 18 @92
18, Public library or lectures S S=br NilELI350 T2
19, Moving pictures you have seen 3 L 23 2, 6k
20, General reading in newspapers
and magazines 6 15 48 13 L3




L3
TABLE XVI

The Value Of High School Training

Relative To Job

Yes No Uncertain
a., Did the training received in high school
help you in obtaining your first job? 67 3L 26
b. Did this training help you hold your
job or gain advancement? 72 29 o

¢. Did your participation in extra-

curricular activities help you

secure your first job? 2l 80 19
d. Did this extra-curricular partici-

pation help you hold your first

job or gain advancement? 33 63 27

As we check the foregoing figures we see that in the choice of
a vocation the choice was quite generally made by the students own
initiative and the belief that they knew their own interests. Talks
with people not connected with the high school or college likewise
seem to have exerted considerable influence. It is very apparent
that there is a serious lack of help or assistance coming from the
school. All items in reference to the high school teachers, high
school counselor, the high school principal or superintendent and the
guidance class were given a very low rating. This study consequently
points out a need for a revision in the curriculum in this respect.

What type of jobs are the graduates holding or what occupation

are they in? Were any of them holding position as executives, what
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was their totel earned income last year, for how many firms or institu-
tions had they vorked since graduation, and if they had held several
jobs were they generally similar in nature? The graduates answers
to these gquestions can best be shovm by listing all the questions as
th -~ aospeared in the cuestionnaire,

I, "Do wou ovm 2ll or mart of your Lusiness, farm or nlace of

employrient?!

1., O-n end menage plece of exmloyment L
2. lanage vlece of emvloyment ror others 1
3. Own part of Twusiness, farm etc, 17
. ~ork for someonc else. 63

IT. "In coanection with your job or profession, how many

varsons do yo usually supervise or direct?"

(1) Nore 69
(?) dne to five 19
(3) Six to ten 3
(L) liore than ten 10

IT7., 'Mhat ras your totel earned income (before deiuctions)

last year?h

a. Leas than 1,000 L1
b. 1,000-2,'0 19
c. 2,000-2,00 28
d, 3,020-L,T 0 9
e. LI,,O_v"-‘J,)f'O o
£, 5,0 0=56,000 S
a,  5,00.=7,200

h. 7,020-8,000 0
i. 8,070-%,000 0
j.  9,000-1C,020 0
k., Owver 15,000 2

IV, YHav: the nositions you have held since zradustion becn

g = S sz 1 el e 1 ~
cenerally similar in nature?" (3Zxcludle military training, check the




45

boys girls
a. I have held the same position since I graduated 16 21
b. All of my jobs have in the same general fields. 14 21

c. If I exclude the first few years after gradua-

tion, the positions I have held have all been

in the same general field 3 3
d, Although most of my work has been in one field,

I have occasionally held positions in other

fields. 11 10
e. I have held positions in a number of fields 11 6

V. UYHow well are you pleased with your present job?" Check the

best answer,

boys girls
a, Thoroughly pleased, would not change jobs, 30 30
b. Satisfied but would consider a change. 22 20
c. Somewhat dissatisfied, would change if I could. L 1
d. Thoroughly dissatisfied 1 0

Your Health

The secondary schools of today place considerable emphasis upon
the importance of health, Since the period of physical growth and
development coincides largely with the time in a childs life that is
spent in school, it follows that the school must assume some
responsibility in providing the environment and facilities which con-
tribute to the health and physical development of the pupil., That
most schools have accepted this responsibility is evidenced by the
rather extensive physical training programs, health and hygiene
classes, gymasiums, school murses, vaccination and immnization
practises and dental examinations.

The matter of "Your Health" was placed before the graduates

for their response or reaction in this manner.
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I. "How well do you take care of yoir health?®

Health Habits

Boys  Girls

a, I have a complete medical exarinzction every

three yesrs or oftener L3 &5
b. I have a dentel cansck up annuall; or oitener al 8
c. I teke some lefinite physical exercise three

times a week or oltener L7 L5
d. “hen I come across articles in newsracers end

nogazines, I uswally read them 31 66
e, I often find it necessary or desirablz to )

go on a diet L 20
f. I am careful atout the way in vhich I take

care ol cuts, scratches etc, n7 78
e, I consult a pnysician vhenever 1 feel there

is something rong vith ne L3 62
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TABLE XVIII

IT. "Which of the following statements best describes your present

health status?"

Health Status Boys Girls

a2, I am practically never sick and feel

vigorous and full of pep most of the time 53 57
b. Although I am seldom sick, I sometimes

feel rather listless 21 18
¢. I oceasionally am ill, but get over it fairly

soon, and feel reasonably healthy between illnesses 2 15
d. I have been ill rather frequently, but feel that I

am begimning to make progress toward better health O il

e. I have been i1l rather frequently, and feel dis-
couraged about the chances of ever regaining
full health 0 0

Your Leisure

It is a function of the school to help every pupil not only to
desire and appreciate worth-while activities, but also to participate
in them for the pure enjoyment he gains from such participation. The
habits of childhood and early youth determine adult life. If every
child in school develops an appreciation of, a desire for, and the
habits of participating in varied activities for pure enjoyment, there
need not be a great deal of fear as to how he will use whatever leisure
time adult life may give him. Not the least of the goals to be
attained under this objective is the capacity to enjoy being alone,

This objective involves a well organized program of extra~curricular
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s as " ell milation of the individuals interest and

enjoment through repular curricular activities.
The =

- aduates involved in this study -

v wiere requested to give
their revly tc the

jpoee

atter of "Leisure" by checking 22 itvens coverin
PO D
CN1L3 &

g
Ject, The items and ke used in instructing the stidents
h vtz checlt then follow




TABLE IX

The Frequency Vith Thich the Various Activities

ere rarticipated In
Code: Iloww often do you do thece things:

I.ore than the aversze man

AP
1

Less than thke averace man
dever

H
&
1

- About as often as the averase man

Activities LA A LA 1
1. Amateur dramatics 7T 3% LW 1M
2. Attending large social functions 9 g L7 17
3. Attendinc sma_l social entertainments 27 103 20 1L
li. Book reading for pleasure 3 66 50 9
5. Card playing 23 77 L3 2
6, Church and related organizations L2 92 23 6
7. Dancing 21 52 2 Lo
8. #ntertaining at home lo 79 L3 12
9. Informel discussions, e.g. "bull sessions' 32 97 25 12
12, Indoor team sports, basketiall, volleybcll 21 3 55 2
11, Indoor individual sports, to.ling, pool ctc. 10 53 43 L
12. listening to radio 55 35 20 1
13, lagazine reading for vleasure k1 9: 30 1
1),, iLovies 2% 3 [ 7
15, llevspaner reading 31 1oz 20 1
16. 0dd joks at home 19 117 Q 3
17. Organizations or club meetincs as a nember 12 71 Ll 36
18, rcanizations or club m-etings as a leader 8 52 h? 6l
19, Outdoor tean s~orts, hockey, haseuwall etc. 1y 39 §0 L7
20, Outdoor individual srtorts, goll, skating etc, 1k S; 5 3
21, ricnics 17 1ot 31 1
22, :laying musical instrunents or singing 52 Sh 5 35
23, Spectetor of sports 35 92 2l 7
2Li. lwsical programs or concerts 19 68 3 15
25, Theater attendance (llot fovies) L 30 2 72
26, Traveling or touring 32 ol 7
27. Visiting art gslleries, museums etc. 6 L1 70 L5
28. Volunteer sork, social service ete. 7 L5 68 39
29, Fishing or hunting 26 53 51 32
30, Camoing 12 1 57 5%
31, S—ecial hobiies not nentioned above 15 AS 3! 25
’ 2 S Lk 79

32.

“"atching television




TABLE XX

The Desreec To “hich The Various Activities

"Tere Liked cor Disliked

Vi) = Like very nmuch
Like

- Indifferont

- Dislike

DVi. - Diclilze very rmich

O =B e
|

1

50

.

ON o~ GNWLETLW O -

Activities Lvii . I D IV
Amateur Drematics 13 59 £1 13 5
Attendin~ large social functions 2 30 33 1o 6
Attending sncll social entertainiients 58 76 22 1 2
Book reading ror pleasure 7 So 19 3 1
Card playing b5 70 23 7 12
Church and related organizations 69 72 1 2 0
Dancing 57 51 2uv 12 13
intertaining at hore 66 72 16 3 1
Informal “iscussions, e.g. "bull sessions” 59 79 1 5 2
Indoor team sports, basketor1ll, voller-
bzll cte, hp o8 32 7 1
Indoor individual sports, Lowling, ool etc., 30 71 36 &5 3
Listenin_ to the radio 90 66 o 1 0
lagazine reading for oleasurc 3% o6 8 1 1
lovies 72 &3 2. 0O 5
Newsnzoer reading 5h 92 11. 0 QO
Jdd jobs &t home 36 92 25 3 1
Organizations or Club moetings as a member 27 75 Lo 11 L
Orgenizations or Club meetings as a lcader 15 o0 55 1 5
Outdoor team sports, hockey, basebell, etc, o2 o0 23 15 1
Outdoor individnal srorts, goll, sirating
etc, 52 72 2 L1
Ficnics 90 56 7 3 0
1laying rusical insruments or singing oo 29 2z 5 v
Spectator of sports 72 53 12 % 2
iiisical vrograms or concerts Lo 73 24 > 7
Theoter attendance (llot movies) 33 5L o 7T L
Cravelin~ or touring 102 L6 9 2 %
Visiting gallseries, museums ete. 27 72 .8 O 8
Volunteer work, social service ete. 22 ok 59 7 1
Fishing and honting 60 52 % 10 1
Canping Lo 60 31 v 3
Special hob ies not nentioncd abcve 0 LY 3 2 3
“atching television 23 29 L2 5 2
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Your Civiec Activities

Interest in public affairs is one of the otjectives of educa~
tion for citizenship. The irell drained citizen rust feel his re-
sponsibility for govermment, rust have a functioning interest in
civic affairs, lany =cople are uniilling to put themselves continually

to necessary inconveniences to perforn the functions of citizenship,

Obviously a democra®tic state cannot fully succeed until a majority of

1)

its citizens feel .ersonally responsi. le Zor its success and are willing
to make the sacrifices thet are necessary to carry this responsibility
into effect, How well does thc secndery school develop such interest

in civic affairs? Onl: a tart of the obligation for this lkind of

trainin~” rests u~n the social gscience te-cher, rm

<4
Q
=
<
I
e
cr
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-

rests uvon the general orgenization of the school and u.on t..ose vho
are resnonsible for the organization, Cbviously, too, outside
gencies such es the church, hor~, theate®, and press have res onsi-
bilities perticularly for th2 contimetion of interest in civic
affairs after the individursl leaves =zchool.
The -raduates of the stafford High :chool -0 were included in

this study ere asked to check fiteen quections rel-tive to tlhelr

narticinction in civic activities 1:ring -he past e 7.ars. :he

’
)

o fteen statements and the total muber of times =2acs

h~vin~ “een participated in ars -~iven in tne rollowing table:




Civic Activities Zngrged In By the Groduates During re
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st Two Years

Civic Activities

10.

urber Of
Times Checked

Convributed to the Red Cross, Comwunity

Chest, or ginilar agency,

Solicited for one of the agencies mentilored

a ove.

Joted in one or more local, state, or national
electicons

Actively cammaigne!l o~ ne or ore candidales
for wn 1lic orfice.

Contri uted to st t~ or nationrl olitical

narty funds,

Camnaiene ' ac a candidate for clection to

nublic office.

Listened resularly to one or more rodio

discussion nro-rems such as "Tovm leeting of
the Air," ‘leet the .ress,” cte.

Read regularly the ne.s and edlsorial seciions
of r daily ne si-aver.

dead rsculerly ¢ r gasine dealing with current
~olitical and social arfairs, sucn as Tine,

llewsieek, .be.

Lttend church services at lcost tiice ﬁO"thly.

Led or odvised one of roing neoples grouns—-—
Scouts, Cemp Fire dirls, £ Ca, N=H u;ubs,
leligious Jrzanizations, ctc.

freauently discussel cociel, ro itierl, or
economic ~uestions ith friends.

Served in nc or 1ore non-nolitical offices,
such as an officer in rrateincl, civic, edu-
cational, or ot er community organization.

served on £ major corritbee 2l onc or .ore oif
these orcanizotions.

letainei memzership in ow joinej reserve
military orani ation such as gElDF?l aard
or fficers reserve.

a

rn

—
AUSIAUAR
0=

iz
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Other activities listed by a number of the respondents although

not suggested in the questionnaire were: Volunteer nursing, Civic
Improvement group, Music Club, Iions Club, Health and Welfare group
and American Legion. One person mentioned Donation of Blood. The
infrequency in which items number Li=5 and 6 were checked would indicate

a lack of active participation in the affairs of state.
Your Military Service

This final division of the questionnaire was included in the
study for the purpose of learming how many of the graduates had served,
or were at present serving in some branch of the armed forces during
the war., An attempt was made also to determine to what extent their
work while in the service was related to their civilian occupation,
Since the mumber with military experience was very small nothing of
significance was learned. Four boys claimed some service in the Navy
and two in the Army. All of these with the exception of one entered
the service less than eight months before the close of the war. One
of the graduates had served in the Navy and one in the Air Force since
the close of the war. At the time the questionnaire was received there
were seven in the navy, three in the air force and three in the Army.,

In answer to the question concerning the relationship of the
work done while in the service to their civilian occupations, not one
said it was "Identical," three said "partly related," two said "closely
related" and eight said "almost totally different." When asked which

statement best described how they felt about their military service,




5L
four stated they liked it so well that they are still in or expected
to reenter soon. Eleven stated that although they liked it, they had
no particular desire to re-enter. Three stated they disliked mch of

their experience in the service.
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CONCLUSIONS, SUGGESTIONS AND VALUES

Any follow-up study is not complete until a summary of its find-
ings and implications has been prepared. The major value of a study
of this type lies in the interpretation and use of the data, A number
of rather definite conclusions and generalization, based upon the in-
formation supplied by the graduates, may be drawn from the report.

Evidence indicates that in general girls marry sooner after
graduation from high school than do the boys. They settle down and
become homemakers and housewives,

Parental occupations most frequently mentioned were housewife,
farming and oil industry. This would suggest that the Stafford High
School students come from homes where the father is the bread-winner
while the mother is free to devote her energies and interests in the
direction of home-making,

In regard to the continued pursuit of a formal education, 57
per cent of the respondents went on to advanced educational institu-
tions. The fact that only 21 per cent had received an advanced degree
is probably because not enough time had elapsed since their graduation
from high school to have completed the requirements for a degree.
Those who went on to school, chose the specific institution they
attended in most instances, because it offered the desired training
for a job, and because of its high educational standards. The group
who had gone on to college and also those who entered some Jjob, indi-
cated that their decisions and choices were based upon faectors operating

outside of the school. Obviously they had not obtained much worthwhile
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information about these matters through the school's program, the
faculty or administration,

0f the graduates who were gainfully employed, seventy-five per
cent were working for someone else, eighteen per cent owned a part of
the business or farm where they were employed. The remaining few
owned and managed the place of employment. Of the number who were
holding a job, sixty-two per cent stated that they had held the same
job since graduation or one very similar in nature. Fifty-six per cent
were thoroughly satisfied with their Jjob and would not change, forty
per cent were satisfied but‘ﬁould consider a change. The remainder
siad they were somewhat dissatisfied with one individual admitting
that he was thoroughly dissatisfied.

The graduates gave definite evidence that they now considered
English as the most valuable course they had taken while in high school,
they likewise indicated that American History was the least valuable
course taken in high school., The later should not be true and might
be interpreted to mean that something is seriously wrong. It was
found that the so called extra-curricular activities had been partici-
pated in quite extensively. The- graduates were almost unanimous in
saying that the extra-curricular activities were valuable and useful,
One significant fact revealed was that sixty-six of the graduates who
had not participated in thg Speech Activity now regretted that they had
not done so.

In response to the questions relative to their health status,

health habits, leisure and civic activities, one may conclude from the
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replies that the respondents as a whole are a well adjusted group and
are making their contributions to the social, political and economic
order of which they are a part.

On the basis of the foregoing conclusions a number of suggestions
or recommendations may be made. The study would warrant some curriculum
revision, in that greater emphasis should be place on Speech., This
should become a part of the curriculum and not be considered as extra-
curricular. From the data included in the study there seems to be a
definite need for an adequate guidance program. The students should
not be subjected to the hazards of making wrong vocational choices and
decisions on continuing their formal training without the assistance of
a gualified counselor, Finally the writer would recommend to high
school administrators that a follow-up study of the graduates become
a regular procedure. Such a study would tend to keep the administra-
tion, the students in school and the patrons of the school informed

on many points of vital importance.

Values

Admittedly there are some inadequacies and weaknesses in this
study and report. This is particularly true in that portion of the
study included under the heading "Your Job". Since many of the
graduates surveyed in the study are still in college the information
relating to vocational choice and so forth is incomplete. Since no
two secondary school systems are exactly alike, all having their own

strengths and weaknesses, this study should not be passed on as final
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faets that apply to all high schools, In spite of its shortcomings
a study of graduates has considerable value as a2 means of improving
public relations, in increasing student motivation and in substantia~

ting recommended changes in the school's program,
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