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vhose mritings were satirieal, sritisal, end eftsn beccms of a polemdoal
or esgmmenteiive nature. It im Pope who sstablishas ia Eagland ¢hs soaiel
pﬂlﬂﬂﬁfhﬂlﬂhﬂmﬂnﬂlmuﬂﬂlmﬂum
of whas saxe for perfesticn apd style sanm be. Hs i the poet who baat 9x-
pﬂlﬂlihﬂtuiul spirit of the sightesnth ocsatury. He sapiosses kis
tdsas in perfeed form, cnd smbodiss them in olessisal oowpléts, somatimes
ﬂﬂﬂﬁtﬂﬂﬂhﬂrﬂﬂiﬂ“:mhlﬂlﬂmﬂrmmm-ﬂ-
ticnsl Gepshs of ¢he seoul.

qulﬁnwuurutm-wnmmmmmu
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Popa's ¢arly poems. Hsre ons foels that be bas found his new mammer. s
ssarch and expresaicn ef sules sod lavs, ibe intellestmal metiviiy whiea
fedges, valoss o2 loglaliziss, “hich ocmbines principles or distinguishes
shades, such is the kind of postry best adapied te the thought end ereadive
impulss of the classioisom of 1¥10. Tae gem of thie vork is in & thecry of
sritioiem, of ite maxime and fuiiso.

I7 ws study the best passagss in Pope®s "Eocay oo Man,* "Epletles
and Setires” snd “Dunolsd® we will fiod 4he smmit of Dis sxt in the full-
ness of 1ts meturdty; they ave ihe sumadd of English elassiesl poeisy.

Olassiesl postry, wicwed es o whole, 1s miional in i%a imspl-
sation, The thsmes 1% tTeats, a¥e, aa a resuli, moat ofton of =a abeirest
um:wnlmi.mhnmtmuummuﬂm-wu-
sirestlen. The ags of classicism broadsms and intsnsifics the preciics of
tﬁmmmu!ﬂﬂwmmuumm.wmnnmu-
sathsr inoampists way. The effors of oritiseal thought is at the Wry
hoart of this sge.

Passing frem the flold of postey 10 that of prose, here
MIMlmhMpﬂﬂﬂluhlumﬂmﬂuﬂﬂﬂw
BOTPI . unpmﬁhﬂlhwﬁmmﬂmmmw
mulnwmum—luumrlumlnﬂﬂn—m
firat te ths sectnd, hore ip contimuiiy and imporsepiible chamge. With
m,ﬂm,mmﬂmhﬂhﬂmmgﬂhﬂ
reinferved by ibe stried lame of ¥eguler measurs. Tho Ghought 1o csatered
mmummmuuﬂmmhm;mnnmmm.
m:mmm;nummlﬂmumnﬂﬂwmlﬂm.
DeFoa, Addison and Steels. S0 far es pelat of wms 1s consermed Doles,



.

s>

Affleon snd Sleals Delong to the very first years of ihe olessisal pariod,
but ths morel end sosial Sendencies whieh they represent saier imto the
wory coostitution of classisimm. ﬁlmﬂﬂﬁiﬁﬂlﬂtﬁm—
dﬂlmhd.ilﬂﬂmhmmh_wium-ﬂum.uﬂ
proparses & vest Cevelopmeat which will g0 on kreodontag out Umough e
ssocad half of the eemtury. In faot these tbree writerd are mush moxs
sclidly oosnsoied with Richardsca payohologieally tben vith Fops snd S¥ift.
ind efter Rishardscn, mitils-clacs liserature, of which they mark the ad-
uﬂ,uulmmm:uﬂmuﬂﬂﬂm-nﬂmuﬂn

The middis-slass pecple im England eve geiting movre oad mors
mmﬂ,mmmt:m,mmhﬂdmlﬂﬂinmmu
b-lﬂuthﬂtm',mﬂnﬂ.ﬂﬂnllmimﬂlm::ih
tsrature, $2s covard movemsot is towerd Rommntioimm, the objsed of whisd
mhhnmtmmn:ﬂuhih.ﬂnmrnﬁun-ﬂnhth-
thady matural rights.

81t 1s olcsssd as the grectest wrijter of the olassical age
by the foree of his ganius; She comsern for arb end the sars of form ave
pot in his sass the esssmiial motive of creatiem. Swift is eleo ome of
4hs grest mesters of English pross, Eis main objest vas o e s polemist.
Es iz sald %6 haws oarrisd $be resicmal ewitiedmm of veluss to @ point
vhare 1t menaosd and impaired the very Toascas 90 live.

Mﬂﬂﬂhh,m”mimlwuﬂﬂw
m.nmnwtmuhmnnﬂmﬂmm"mm
will be gredually alsered through Ghelr indlvense. The Gask of iboes Wwo
men i $0 veoomoils two cpposiie sendensleg---ihe aristoeraiic Ssmper and
the Pariten wpiriteesic moreliss reficemsnt and rsfinge morallir.



Irr. Semuel Johneom reproscnie the imtsllsoimalised, supaxriodr
typs of the middls-class sitissos who are olaiming and ave alrsady conguaz-
ing the movel coniFol of soclety, JFohnson®s influsncs is soolal and mewal
jost as ool ms literary. Somd oritics sy that b may have reiarded ooms-
what the evolutica of literature. He represenis eminsntly the persistence
of olassical dogma, he is & temporary fusi¢n, which seems dsolsive and
fimal, of morelity with the taste for solid and regular ertisilc scalss.
Belief in roles with him oomes so nsar o the religlous comsoioncs as %0
o indimtinguisheble from i% eny more. Bs ia the ceaizel figere in &n
egs of bourgsoie clsssioim. The poets which belong %o e ege of Johuson,
hamever, are the posis of ibe frensition.

n-wmmlm:mumummﬂuﬂmm
ing of ihe imeginatdon,® or the Pre-Rtmantlie pevicd. Thess yeara ave
paturally linked with those vhich have just precsded tham; the courss of
the leng twensdticn whiech is finslly o lssd to Romantdoiem, they form, as
it vere, & meocnd stage, and thus a continuatiem of ibe first.

Among the writers of the Yrensition pericd are Hlaks, Barns,
Oray, Ooldmith &) peny others, but the two vhose namss stend at oo
threshcld and really ushér in the bsw litersture sxe Joleridge end Words-
worih. Af9er the groat uphsavel caused by the ‘rensformaticn of indusiry,
mrmmﬁmmuhﬂﬂtnMMmthmuﬂ
shook o thought comes with the Framch Bevolution. It is leglitimete
encugh o fete the begioning of this mavw {ype of lijerature from (b
publisation of ¢bs emcuymous work (1798) whish pnitad the young salsnie
of Worderorih and Colsridge. It maviced wery dlstinotly the vo nevw
sivems of influsncs whioh wewwe %0 sovriech English poetry throughéul ihe
niasieenth century, «nd 1% s=ms 0 be Pegardsd as cns of the most lapor-



i3,

tant sveats 1n the hiatery of literaturs, alibough 1% etirestsd 110%le
attention at the tims.

The Romantio eirit csn be dafined se sn sotenfuated predomine
azos of Llife, provoked or direstsd by ibs smyeise of the imagination. In=-
tense emotion together with an intsase digplsy ef imegination, much ie the
freams of mind which supporis and fesls the mew Literaiurd.

e £ind best emmples of trus Remanticimm in Ferdsworth's “Lyr-
ieal Ballsds,* in vhich Colswidge published "The Amcient Marimer,” *The
Prelude® and Colsridgs's “Blegrepbic Litsreria.®

werdeworéh®s most obwions sexvies %0 English poeixy was 0 fies
i% from the bondage of the artificial dletiom vhiech the school of Fope Fe-
seived &8 ¢ tredition and herdsnsd inte m debd for opening thelr minds %o
trosr and despsr relaticms with Eature, md their beeris to syapathy wiih
simple things and afmple people. But hie grostesd Sif4 vas nsither a theory
fdetion nor & system of philosophy, but the uricnm of high imagioative
powers with reve fesuliy of cpressics, 'I‘h:llh snabled him %o sarich Eag-
11sh poeiry with pricslese Sreasuros,

The profuotion of Lyriesl Ballads by Wordsworih end Coleridge
ves scmsvhat of an emperiment. They had agreed that the posiry of Fopd
end his follovers oould not be callsd postry. They objected 40 1%e themss,
1%e "rules” snd its dlction. They desifed dhat their produstion ahould
heve two themss, vhich they thought 90 bs ths sourse.of all $rus posiry:
the postry of aimpls objeois ensd wspecis of mature, and the poaizy of he -
supsrnatural., wordemorih ves 0 give something of the mystery and oharm
of the unssen werld %o his Sreatment of pature; Coleriigs vas %0 mske (he
soperpaturel ssem patwrel. Exmmmples of thelr method ars *Tinternm Abbey,®
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by Wordsworth, end Coleridgs’e “incisnt Mariner.®

Tordeworth vas mord oalietie than Colsridge. His influsncs
tpon rinstsenid century litereturs is fnceleuledly wideepewed: he Peveelsd
end sEmmplified mov caye of observing neture and homen 1ifs, malcing both
wore fasaivating; end scores of euthors followed bie eempls. The shord
saless of Wordeworih dand o elir vp smotions &f ths soul vhieh opeas Lt-
celf fresly to the mysioricus roverbeiuting cobo of the sinplest lsesons
of Life. Oogeesiion iw the »wal aim of bis posiry, and the msans 1% eme
ploys axe a% dottom of the seme omdor as thoes which ayabolism will ugil-
ies &% & latsr dets, ITn eppecrenss; his poairy is wommed p in an eEacd
fedthfulnecs %o reslity. With uncompromieing blaminess in the “Lyricel
Ballads® 1% theowe vp in o fell light the meantr traits of a suffering
hmmanity, Ths postry of Wordsworth is besed vpon en effort to comvey by
sinple msens the impression of intensity. Im 1800 Wemdsworth published
a second sdition of "lyrical Balleds® ccntaining two volumes and imolmd-
ing & "Proface Yo later Issuse of "Lyricel Ballade’.® In the “Prefase”
Vordaworih vrote: WALl good poetry is the spontemscus overfler of powd-
fol feelings.® This statement aloms is the opposite of the classical
school,

At the pesk of Romanticlem as a prose writer steands Matthaw
Avmoid. Thils his miesion was that of erdticlem, he hos amreised a vexy
vids inflwenos cu tho literaturs of his ags and that whieh follews. He
has besm in the hwoefest sencs the pressher of the dostwine of imislleotual
eulture, %0 & oivilizsticn meinly satisfied with the enssess of ampirical
embiticns. His pootry belongs %0 the middle of ¢he csmfury, thai ssason
of doubd, pesplexity, and wnreed, when the strife betwesn the chuwch and
sclense vas Ditterest end sach trisd Go cverthrov ihe ether. The impres-
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slew dhet Arnold bes lefé upon literature is maimly that of a keen, brillient
intellsed. In hie postiry thers is moes emoilem Shan in his pross.

Agein we 7ind vriters on the esarch for balamos. The s of
Remantioism bes Teashed its msnith, and ve heve & zeaction of idsalism,
In this grovp we find Caxlyle. Es belisves that be is, in his main pur-
muﬂﬂtﬂt,mmuﬂhwﬂmuﬂm The uritars that
huhmtwiﬂfmlwmlrmmﬂunulﬂlmhﬂ,
belooging %o the Tietowian ags. Carlyls belomged in this grovp. His
views were thoss of ons vho wes sdusated im the Puritan trelitiom of coo-
solontiousness of scnfuot, sincerity of speseh, and literel scospiance of
Eiblion)l Chrdstianiiy. Hie "Essays® were Uritten in 2 siyls of his owa
{ovention. Hs believed in simpliciiy yit be posessesd the traiis of o
$ras Rmsntieiet. His works exe Essays end Critiedms.

is Romamticiom Bow is on the Seolina in Eurcpe ©e shall fuva
wmmmmum-ﬂmmmmwum“
4a the litsreiars of the Thitsd States.



I1I. Trensdiion to lmsrioa

Ws have ssen that all down throogh time man has constantly wirug-
ﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬁ#tﬁﬂifﬁﬂlh“ﬂmﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬁﬂl
with thisgs about bhim, And as & vesult of many such eiruggles thara has
boen setablished im the Toited states o litarature whiech is distingtly hew
o, It ia wrus our literature has hed many infiuspoes, many of which may
gt111 be felt todsy, but ibat does mot meks 1% eny the less trus ihat oo
litsratore i joet as mmod American as English, French, or Jsrmsn litexe-
tery 1o Englieh, Fremch, or Oormad,

smericen literatwre hes bad i3 eva special eonditioas of ds-
welopment snd itw cum spsolel tsniansies erising from thess conditicas.
HMMHMMHWHEHHMM!!W#%
frontisr spirit, the Puriten tPedition, rossnideisnm, and Fealisam.

is io Eogland, the great dswelspment of literature Guving the
ﬂﬂhﬂtﬂﬂﬁlﬂhﬁﬂlﬂuﬂw“mmnﬂﬁl
sational 1ife. Chartism, ibs distresses csaesd by the Indusiriel Revelutica,
ths socTRous growih of sities axd $he Esvelogment of wgs-slavery, e
-ﬂ-hlmuﬂirih-MHMml.muﬂﬂuﬁlﬁ
4hat gesmingly Qiffsred from such Americm preblsms &» the relaticas of he
atates o the mational goveramen®, the mansee of slavary, sd &hs pains
inoident %0 tremsnfous grovih im populeticn and Gersitory. In kmwrisa, o
{n Eaglend, hovover, ths prosencs of aewis problems of sverplay lifs brought
the intelisotual motivity that is coe pravequisits to lterefume. In cos
vempact, indead, Amarics had an immenss efvemiages. Littls renained for
sxploration in Eoglend, exsept the psrsmmiel changss in humsn life; bod
in the Talted States all vaa Io¥. Taovesn oould sesplore the waters mad
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shores of Falden Pond end discover a naw vorld. In ruml Hev England
Taittier found materiaies for imerisan 1dyis like the Boottish idyls of
Baxns, Thile ia ke posms of slavery thaze is ithe passionate indigmatica
that ve find in Burss® posms on demcorwoy amd the righte of msa, And
a 1i%tle later the theme suggssted by Bryant's "Ihe Preiries™ and by
Cooper's spis of fromiler lifs, gained fuller interpretatioa in ihe posixy
and pross of Welt Waltman.

For cur siudy of the Fevolt is modera Amricen literatude o0
ahall brdefly Feview, begianing with ths lmericsn Romancers. Fortumately,
vhon levice vas fyes snough from ax and #fles 0 sit dom o the deak,
the time in Englend ves oo of high Wde. The focodatlons of e imeri-
san padion wore built cn the 1dseliem someerning the wighte of mea %0
life, liberiy end the pursult of happizess Gha® ve have slready mctsd me
cps ampeet of English romenticlsm. In saxly iwerican posixy and pross
os find othsr chavesterisiise of ©o movemsnt. The xosancss of Chazles
Brodkien Brown, such es "Wislznd® end “irdhur Mervyn,® vhich vere writisa
is Philafslphic batoesa 1708 and 1801, wmite sealimm Tith coriain “Oothie®
slemsnts, Thass romawoes show o siwiking ohengs from the Amswiesa fie-
fion vhiokh had precsisd ihem. Thsy sre B0 longer 4idsetio snd ssatizental,
tat OGothie or romeatio. Workdng wndsr Exglish influence, Erewn gave %0
mlumnmmtmm:m. Es gavs his somamoss o definits,
imgrican £laver by using "the incldents of Indian boatility and ¢ perile
of ths Westsrn wildsrmsas,® so siates Bvown in his prefetory mots *To tha
Poblie® in "Bigar Humtlsy.” BErowa's plaos in the history of fiotlca lc
dos to the faod at be intwoduced the Oothie romames 0 imerican liters-
ure. He Loved to subjeed the oeird, the morbld, the tarrible, %0 o pEy-
ahologicel apalysis. Im this ¥espsot he mggesie Hawiderne, although



there are Wore polnte of Gifferenss tham of likensss katowsn him and the
great Few England ramenser. In veldnd subjeot metier, bt mot in srilstie
ability, he reminds us of Pos.

The work of Vashingten Irving in ovan more Gsfinitely roamaatle,
mnwmhmm-ﬁtuu-‘mmnm“hm.
his trus genius wes mot that of the paricd of AAMicon snd Pope. Hs loved
medieval lsgsad, tallsds, and remancos, Bs vas & master of o parsomal
sppey and the ahord parvetive, vl o siyls ddsiingoished for 1ts graoce,
i%s bveauviy, oad ite varisty. DHie romentie leve of tbs madisval oomss out
in his desiye %o supply the beaniifvi reglone of Wersalwetayr and the Hod-
son River counisy witd such ieditions as inovsassd the chexm of Esglish
2O

' These writers are caly the begianers of yeally imerican 1iteree
ture. The great peried of imerisen litsmaters in the ninetemth ceatury
dates from 1830-1840, vhan Emsvson’s "Hatura™ and "¥he Amsrisen Sobolar,”™
Becthbrasts *Toies-told Tolse,” the Tivet pooms of Whittler, Lemglellow,
and Holmes, amd the fized talss of Poo werze publishod.

Ons of the outetanding writsss smong the FomaEOsE TROSD (Remss
Geali with %hs supermaturel is Eigsr Allan Pos. Eis Remeatislem vos Shed
of Ooleridgs, asd DaQuimesy, msnifestsd in posivy bt ves of the very
ssssnas of dbs supersatural, fillsd with olffia msledies, and 11 a pIves
that was, liks DeQuinosy’s, maglcel in sadsnos, apd for ite mbjeot matisr
Greving vpon that imeginary wopld in which horrer has beomms mo% only
provabls buy maturel, Foe, ibs grea’ litevery ariist, hought that the
ersation of deawiy vas the cbisot of avery fuom of the highest axt. Hie
am in Doth prose and posiry vas to preduos a pronewnssd sffect by artistls



-
It

19.

msans, Ris postry ie of narrowsr rangs Ghan his pross, but his greatsst
puuuuamppnummnm—lmuuum,umh
end safnees. IS Bas bdem axld that thae Frensch have msver geased %o woa-
dsr at the tmusual ocmdimation of Poa's snalyiieal seaseaing power with
hie genius for imsgipatime pressntaiicon or romanile marials---a% the
mealism of his toush and the romsnticiem of his thought.

Hathealsl Hawihorue was preemimeatly a writsr of romsass. B
vea slmays porerfully influsmesd by such romaciios materials as may be
found 1n the world of vitohoraft and supernateral, oF MoR a8 aFy NESIE~
tsd by &im foysahadowing of evil and by the mysisciss for thioh humea
philosophy doss Dot ascownt, For Shis xeasom, his vorks are remtved
fron the commonplecs end smveloped iz en imeginative atmosphers. He
subjssts his wes of ihess remeniis mafariaige—ihe musual, the improdabls,
ead ihe suparmaturEle--to 02ly ons toushstoms. He fs willing %o eveil
Mﬁh-pﬂlﬂuhlﬁﬂﬁﬂhhﬂlmm.'ﬂrﬂlﬂn
from the traith of the humen bheard.®

Herthoens and Pos, o0 of the worii's greas ahori-story writers,
were Famaviadly walike iz their aims. Hewthorns say everyihing in the
1ight of mosal conssquences, Pos cared mothing for moral fosues, sm6epi
in 80 feF as he ismoral was ugly. Bawiborns sppresisted boawmiy, culy es
a troe pevelaticn of the inmer lifs. Pos loved beanty end the meledy of
sound for their eon eitrestivensss. His ¢ffeste, walikes Hxmiboras's wers
more physical tham movel, Po» omilted the mersly ¢ochnieal and fommal
gids of literesy sxssllence more then Bawtheras. Hs has 3o long elaborais
romemess £0 his oredit, chils Bawiborne has four--~“The Ssaxrlat Latter,”
Ths House of Seven Cablas,” Ths Marble Feum,” and *The Hlithesdals RO-



uimm-mmmﬁhm-mmhnuﬂm
qoestiona, lwﬂhmwmnﬂﬂmﬁ,ﬂ-tﬂlﬂiwuﬂu—
ture o8 o profeasicn, the poverty of publie sducatien, ths Civil War, and
the pericd of rescmatruotion, literaturs ls much refarded in 1%s doralop=
men%, Bot in spits of all this there 1s an undsr ouwrmend carzyisg 1% oa
torard a pavw end chenged idsal. The tandsnsy is tovard Roallmm.

Fs sammot feil ©0 mote that it ves many pears after the publi-
sailon of Hawthorne's romancss before fiotion ocmparsble to his in pans-
tration and ertistio siill sgein sppearsd iz imeriea. During ¢he latter
part of ths nimstesnth cemiury Filliem Dsen Eowelle trode a series of
acvels ia which he spplisd %0 imsTicen Shemss some of the mathods meed
by great comtivental realiete. His cbarwcters aye aTeTdgld oD and wmen,
nod hayoss of Pomanes. Ia *The Rlos of Silas Laphem™ Te find & typloal
smmple of his work, His other aovels likeuice svold romextls metariel.
m-mmg-m-uimuhnmmmu.mmm'
given vay to ithe 2o age of Realiem,
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PART II

Taderlying Ceuses for Boallsile Litereiore



I. Eoonomio, Politicsl, and Sooisl.

To underatand the dcvelopment of Realism in imerica we must
first study the various scondmie, political snd sooial conditions ha®
ariss together with thelr corresponding dsfinite {aflvenss oa litereturs.

Our groeat Declaratica of Indspendcnes sad the Cometitutlion
of ¢ha Talted States were founded on the primedpies of equality and of
fresiom. The pationsl gquestion ¢ha¢ kspt the minde of our prominsat
thinksrs in a siate of tumsoil wnvil well past the middle of the nins-
{eenih osniury ves that of alavery, They vexs of Uhe opinicm that
slavery was a stain vpon the charaster of the countey. They said that
mwmltmuinhmmuuhlﬂmm
anfl 8% varianes with the impresoriptibla wights of man. The mind of
quhﬂﬂhﬂﬂnﬂwﬂﬂm:ﬁ“uwﬂthﬂwh
tion the walidity and smosilence of the ifscels hitherto predominanmi.
And 88 & result our maticn Tae plunged into = great Civil War.

when the las® shots had been iired at Appomattox, the
sannon at last had ceased thelr destruoticn and peace had besz sstab-
1ished many obstaclss had been olsarsd svay---Horih, as woll as South,
the treditionsl dsmestiec sgoncmy, was mow a thing of the past and a sub-
jeat to be forgotten. An sasier way to wsalth, and one encrmously mors
profitable, had bsen disccvered. The futurs lay in the hands of ihe ma~
shine that =as mlreedy Aispossessing the tool. Im %he hurry of the war
mmpmmm;ﬂmmuqmmmmmmm
ready resources of liquid ospitel hed besn greatly sugmented. From the
okt of Amsricats greatest confliet---the Civil m—-—m_utinn hud
emsrged unlike any the sarlier gemsrations had known. Industrialism,
enthusiestlo and smbiticus, stood cm the tbweshold of & continental ex-



pension that vas 40 Yransfer sovsreignty in imerica from a landed and
mercantils aristooracy %o ths capabls hands of a new wace of ospiains of
industry. The age of aristocracy ceme 0 an end and the sge of the middle-
olase was sstablisbed with the substitution of the captains of induwixy
for the plantation msster as a custolian of socolety.

Other changes impended mnd greater. The enthronsment of the
machine was only the cutward and visible sign of the reveluticm im Shought
$hat ceme with the rise of sclence. AS & new commos opaned wp before the
inquisitive syse of the soientists the old metaphysical speculaiicns be-
cems as obsolote as the old houschold ecomomy. *Back of every chmogling
techniqus 1ies & chemging philoesophy, and bask of a changing philostphy,
11s chenging social idsals that in the end detersime the nationsl guliure.*
A pew spirit of Peslism was abroad, probing snd questioning the material
world, pushing the reslm of exmot knowledge into earlier vegicms of faith,
A mew culters, ¢reated by the machirs and snswering the nesds of ospiialimm,
gas 10 dispossess the old culture with its lingsring eomosrn for dietine=
tion and 1te love of standards---a culturs that should sventuslly suffics
th-?rﬂ.lnflbﬂﬁdhmuﬁr-.ﬂtﬂuﬂﬂml. But thie new oul=-
turs was not 1o come in a few days, or a few months, I% would take %ime,
and {n this timse-<in the confused interregmmm betwesa relgnes---imerice
sould be littls more than a wlier of crule sdergy, a par unlovely sdalsty
whers the strife of ccmpetition with ite prodigal vasie testified %o tha
shortocmings of en ogs in ths process of transiticm.

Segorman Fosraster, st al, “Ths Reinterpretation of imsricen Literaturs,
P 139,



m_qlﬂtﬁtmnﬂturmmhhum. "Having
soept aorosa the contdinemt to the Pacifio comst like a visitation of lo-
pusts, ths frontier spirit turmed back upom 1ts course to conguer the
East, infecting the per indusirialism with o oruds individualism, foul-
ing ths balls of Congress, despoiling a public domain, snd indulging in
a huge natiopal barbecus. It sutmergsd the arte and oreated & wew 1i%er-
ature."%* imerfoa had dsfinitely entered wpen ite freedom sad was
" ssttling its dicopdored housshold %o sult its demssratis tasts. On every
band neT vaye Dere fevarishly st work trensforming the countryside. W
find an entirely mew order Fising umoertainly cp the ruice of the plan-
tation svotem im ths South; and in the East an sxpanding fasteory sconomy
mmuﬁlﬂimtpmﬁwuh;umﬁ-uuﬂﬂl-
dls Bordsr a recrudescent agrisnlture was arising from the spplicaticn of
the machine t0 the fartils prmirie soil. All over this wast land a spldsr
web of iron raile were being spua that vas o dvaw the fatherest ocut-
posts into the ccmmon whole and %o bind the maticn togetber wiih wieel
bands. The urgsnt business of ¥he $imes was the subduing of & wild region
—-thin izmense and ssemingly almost boundless tervitory of ibe Hisslseippl
Valley end the ogion beyood tha Rockies---wrestling ¢ from tbs Indians
and buffale and wildarness; and the forty years that lay botwesn the Calli-
fntﬂtﬂull‘ﬂhhnf‘ﬂ.mlﬂ(ﬂlhﬂiﬂdhﬂhnf'm.ﬂlmmh
est wave of plonesr expansion---ths swiftest and most meklses=-==in all
mlimu:-'muim. Pxpansion on 80 largs a soals nsossaitated build-
ll;.lﬂthﬂﬂﬂl‘lhﬂﬂm“mﬂilwmgmmm
%o break dowm present barviers of isolatien, and opening wp Bew territordss

fysrnon Louis Parringtom, "The Deginnings of Critical Realimm im kmerice,
1“‘1”4 PI *ll



for later exploitation. The reflux of the great movement soeph baok
uypin the Atlantie coast snd gave %0 1lifs thare a fresh mots of spontan~
eous viger ©o whieh Mevk Teain dubbed *The Gilded Age.® This snmergetic
bustling Ameriea of the seventies acocunted itesl? a demooratle world.

A fres peopls bed put eway sll eristooratio privilsges snd consoious of
1ta om powsr want forth o possess the last frontlar. I%s sooial phile
oscphy, which 1% Tound adaquate %o i%s nesds, was summad wp in thres
words---pre@uption, expleitaticn, progress. Prefopiion meant sxploita~
tien, and sxploitatica meant progress. I¢ ras a simple philosophy end
1t sulted the simple individualism of the iimes, Sooledy of & maddea
besems fluid, wWith ths evesping-away of the last aristoeratle restrainta
tha potentialities of the m man found zelsase for sslf-assertion.
mwmmmmmmﬂ-mﬂmthﬁlmmﬂ-
ﬂmmﬂnm h%i‘ﬂﬁﬁfrﬂ“lﬂmm. lﬁ“-
sionets will to power was Asmuing from upexpsdied sources, undisoiplined,
coofused in sibleal walues, but endoved with immense vitality. Indus-
trialism was being simplified %0 the inquisitive instinci. Thase new
Americans vere primitive souls, ruthlses, predatory, papable; singls-
mirdsd msn; rogees and rascals ofien, tut never feable, asver hindered
by patty sorcple, nsver givan to puling or whining—-the rew materials
of & Taos of sapitelistie buscanears. Out of this diab mass of commca
plabian 1life had ocms this vitel emsxgy %hat srupied in mmazing sbtune
dance of strangs forma, mu-.m“tuﬂmuunhuﬂﬂ*
snt mam and sach, liks Jurgen, followed aftsr his ¢zn vishes and bis om
dapizes. PFirate and priest issusd from the ocmmon SOTUTOS and playsd
thair parts with the sema ploturesqusness.



During the last twenty-five years of the ninstesnth century
the American frontier wes pushsd to ths Pesific coast and is now dmly &
mamory, Dut the frontier as a feotor in dsveloping realistis literature
is very important. In faot, the frontler is cxplicitly an imerican
prodoot, Burcpe bad no fromtisr. If is 2l) fsplicdt in Ehitman's “Plo-
psara! 0 Plonssrsi™ Dmsrecn very wisaly sxprssssd the faot that the
frontier belongs to imerice slone vhan he said, "Eurtps oxtends to the
Allsghanies, Amsrisa lies boyond.® Turnsw, in his "The Fromfier in
imaricsn Hiskory™ says $hat ®.esessthe advensce of the frontier bas msant
a stsady movemsnt evey frem the inflvence of Eurcps, a steady growidh of
indspandence on imericen lines.® y
_?-:hun some oritios would say that the literature of the
frontisr vas Bomantie. A% firet this ia trus, but the frontisr was a
rapldly changing thing; as it grafually receded westwird, 1% ccotimually
took on paw colors from the changing sarvirommant. Iiﬂl-hlllm“
area than a form of society or & complex of habite of thémght, fesling,
end sotiom. Our sarly ndnetssnth sentury authora, it is trus, fell bair
t0 & meu snd warisd maturel backgvound, which appealed strongly %o ihe
Domantio imagination. Thars ve find the Munter, he trepper, tha twadsx,
ths soout, tke missicnary, the frontier soldier, the ocowboy, the shesp-
m.mﬂm,thm.mwm,mmtm.mm.
the oivenit-rider, the lumberjeck, the Hoosler, the poor white, the
southern mountainser, and %o these we must not forget® to add the from-
'uwm.wuummﬁmtmmnuumnmmm
man. DPack of all these types of charaoters belonging to the frontisr
was the buffale, the desr, the wild turkey, and the Indien. But by 1890
pracitically all of thess wers EODd. They are found inm their natural
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state pow cnly im stories: “The Last of ithe Mohiosns,™ “The Ouicasts of
Poker Flst,” Emarson's "The imerican Sgholer,™ Thitman's "Scag of the
Open Roed,” and a few others that live today.

The Oivil War stimnlated progress of the aconomic or induse
trial revolution, whieh, more than say other influence besldes the from-
Hﬂ.hlﬂhthlﬁuhmtrruimﬂaulmmmt. In ths
days befors {he Wer imerfemn 1iterature vas 11%tls more then an sgsregs=
tion of ssotiomal 1iteratures; after the War it beoame national in a
senss of ths word pot appliceble before that tims, and the movemsnt of
literary mon and women was evay from Roomnticoimm towards Besalimm. 1hs
Weat, howsver, played a lseling part. Efet Haris and other youmg mea
mexe trying to ereats & reelistic Celifornis literatwre. A move Widely
imovn spokesmman of the West mas Mevk Twein. *What Isben and Tolstoy
oere to ninmstssnth semtury Europs, that or samething like 1% Hark Twain
mwﬁmli;tmﬂﬂmMM|WMMMi
ne had to sy did not ressmble the work of Hewidorne and Lengfellew.=fe
But with the easly seventies oeme the first stirrings of changs, Thel
gorgeous Temantie soep-bubbles were bureting om svery hamd. Disillusien-
s farmers snd proletarians were begimning o question the ways of cap-
1taliem, and from that questicning wae sventually 0 emerge a mors Feal-
1stio attitods towerds 1ife and loiters. Reelism in imerica, 1% would
eppear, ross out of the ashes of romentie falth, But, in reality, 1%
sprang from mosial distonsent, and it cams ¢a maturity vhen that diseca-
tent was olarifisd in the light of Ol4 Werld thought. Eurcpesan sclence

Bojorman Toerster, ot al, - The Reinterpretation of imsrioan Litemature,
P B



and Eurcopesn technique completed the realietie vevolution begma by the
first dlsillusicomsnt with middls-olaes sconomios. Thers is suggestion
in the faot that e progressive phase of yoalimm in America has eym~
chronised olossly with the recurrent periocds of sconmcmio dspression that
marksd the develcpment of an industrisl ordsr. Ta note that the realimm
of Howslls followed the panic of 1873, and grew more serious with the
lsbor disturbances of the late eighties; the realimm of Carland emerged
from the sconomic melad jusiments that bred Populiem. Theodore Dreiser
also stands at the head of the realistic movemsnt in Amsrican fietlom.
Ha, as its pionear, has endursd obloquy snd sven persecution for the
Causs. Hs should have mention on acoount of his sexiousvess and singls-
ness of purpose, his depth of kesen feeling, and his sarmest reflsctive-
psas. Ths realism of Crans and Norrie came with tha dspressicm of the
n.l.llti!-n the realism of Berrick end Jask lomdon ooincided with the re-
volt of the Muckrakers that was etrengihensd by the dspression of 1907
then the yealiss of Sinolair Lewis and Sherwood Andsreon synohronizsd
with the dspression of the daye beforc ihe War.

Literatrs, sspeaially the nevel, has sloays been & SOUPSS
of throwing off the imhibitions of the gentsel and consldering the atate
of the country. 50, after sash political and sconomic opheaval, the
povelist has found & source of matsrial for his work. A ohanging soclal
cxdsr vould mot fail of veflection in the pages of flotion; and as the
povslist fell to sorvtinizing the Temiliar scens, oomparing ihe reality
with ths patriotic professions, i% was certain that the workings of de-
moeracy would oome in for sharp exitiolsm. In the last dscadas of tha
ainstesath sentury the problem movel spreed swiftly, sxpanding he 1014



of ite inquiry, and seolkdng to understand the naw ways. Making its firet
oszays in the femiliar field of the political, it socn turnsd to consider
the sotaomio problems arisipg out of the new industrislism, sspousing
aither sapitalimm or labtor as the soolal ayspathiess of the author might
determine, The olass passions of the times found a reflection in ite
pages, and in consequence the sooiological novel becems inereasingly a
mepository of the social ideas of a perplexed and troubled generation,

Of the sarly political movels thres are of sufficlent interest
to revard sttention. “7he G41ded Age® written by Mark Tvain in oollabore-
tion with Charles Dudley Wernex, is & satire of Oilded Age waye with the
pariioular stiention to the politisal corruptiom of Geperal (rant's ad-
ministration. “Demoorucy” vritten seven ysars later (1881) by Honey
Afems, 1s an inferior book in every way, less psnstirating, less smmaing,
and :lnl- orsative. The atiitude is that of the kid-glove reformer who
goes in for oivil sarvics reform, and who views the uncultivated Seat as
a source of all politisal eorruptiom. %in Aimerican Politioien® by Harion
Crarford is even less conssguintial as a political atudy than "Demcoracy.”
The thems of thess sarlisr novels was politics as reavealed by the Gilded
Agej on the other hand "The Sread-Wicners® was one of the carly cocncmis
sovels. [t was an outooms of the discussion of the vivasious trio, Jobn
Hay, Clarencs King, and Heary Adems, urittsn in 1B8E by nay. Tbs mo¥iwve
of *The Hresi-Wizmnsra® is the defemse of property against the “dangasrous
eclasses,” 1ts immediats thems is a satire of labor unions.

It was in the nipsties that the soolologigal novel sxpandsd
into a great movement that in the next decads and & hald vas %0 snsulfl
pretty much all imerican fiction and bring it into sexviee o the soolal

Ao



0.

conseienco. Such a development was in the nature of things. “he artist
would not slt forever in hie ivory tower, comtent %o carve his statusites
vhils ths country without was turmoilsd with revolution. Sooner or later
he would wenture forth and onod ho had been omught up in the swirl his
art would take new forms and serve other purposes than the traditional
pontesl, Realiss was in the air, the realiem of Zola and the Russians,
and from sach realimm would oome in Amarlon more eritical attitudes to-
wvards the sooial yevolution at work im the land. The soclologloal nmovel-
ist, howsver, vas a reformer, seeking partioular ends, rather than a
aritieal analyst of 1ife; and not until the appearance of a generation
fsmiliar with the teachings of the laboratory 414 rsclimm in America

ocmae of ags.

As the ysars drow nsarsr the twentieth century, the business
man usurped an even larger placs in imerican fictlonj the romancs whioh
had been sough® in the deade of 1778 was now discovered in the achlevemsnie
of soterprise, It was the unconsoious testimony of literature %o the hold
which business had got on the imagination of imericans. In the goldsn
days of the "full dinner-pail” following the great viotory of '98, the
Captain of Industry resched ths spoges of his famas, Ths voloa of dis-
traction had not yet been lifted against him; the muokrakers had not yot
sat forth oo his devastating career, To young reporters ocm olty pspers
looking smbiticusly towards fictlon as & goal of success, what gould
offer greater appeal than the unwritten romanss of Tall Street amd the
Stook Exohange? They hed deseribed it for the daily news columns, they
had seen it oxtollsd on the editorial page, why not drematize 1t in fio-
tion? Hers was the real intersot of Amerioa---the only reality that
signified; yot the novelist had stupidly overlooked 1%, beosuso he lacked
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the journalist's senee of neve ¥alues, his *flai=z.”™

Of ¢he abundant erop of fiotlon which resultsd from this dis-
¢overy, 0O more charaoteristioc sxzample can be oited then *The Shoart Lins
War® published ia 1809, and "Calumet 'E'" published im 1901, wriiten by
Sexmasl Merwin and Banry K. Websts® in collaboration. They became at onod
a popular sugoess and maintained iheir sucoess for a surprisingly long
%ims, They ars brisk storiss, all mction stripped of dssoriptive super-
latives, with plenty of newspeper punch: drsmatization of hueile amd
bluff end trioke of & out-threat game.

The broad movesent tovard a realistic porirayel of the eocnom-
1o oity produced ite eddise and minor curreats, vhioh at times bromght
sush & coemotion of the waters as to appear like the mainm owrrent. BSuch
Tas m_ﬂm of politieal novels whioh omme with the new mhwr.:u
lasted well upwards of a doosds. These were & by-product of the muck-
:ﬂuﬁmmpmﬂmwtrmmﬂmiumh
ﬂmnmmpuhumputrm“‘bmtmnm“mputrmm
gomtrol of old bosean, udm?pml;ﬂthlmnr-m ﬂ.llli.ﬂ.ﬂ-'ﬂilﬂﬂ-
mant of Progressivism which fellowsd. Exsmplss of this iype of literatume
1s found in Winston Churohill’s "Comiston™ and "ir. Crewe's Career.™ Thess
are journelistio for the most pard exposing the “Boss® and ihe aviles of
. ths politieal machine, BEroadly speaking, $he politieal novellst, rriters
14ke Winston churehill, Williem Allen White, and Booth Terkingion, ware
romsntics of the old sahool of the Enlightemment who wore the gard of
realicm somevhat m:mthnthrmm“MﬂmMMh
Pobert Herrick, Upton Sinelair, Jeek London, and Exmest Poole, were Marz-
jans who had lesvnad their realism im the cohool of sconcmic yuther ihan
solentifio determiniem.



The great movasent of liberalism---the greatest sinos the
golien fortiss--—vus brooght to a rude ond by the War, and vhem that fruit-
leas sdventurs was over, the soolologioal nowel, was as old-fashioned as
faith in Jackeonian demcorasy. The reslist bed bascoms & psyshologist, a
nao=Froudian, conosrned with ionsr dxives and the furtive subsonsclous
life. sSherwood Anderson in his self-ocbssssicn is as sturdy a rebel
against industrisiiem s Dreicer, but be bas discovered the great ob-
staole o human happinvess in the mechaniem of man. "Life is & trep, but
the trep 1s plantsd desp in human instinats, and the search for the
‘white wender' brings the jaws togethar. 'The Triumph of the Zgs’ s &
very diffezent sort of realism from the realism praciiosd by Mr. Howells,
and 1% ssrves %0 measure the distance imerican ezperience bas travelsd
iz a single gensretion. The prude and blus-stocking bavs been consigned
%0 the gaxret. The last ahred of Tiectorian xeilcence bas beea eiripped
aTay, and fhe animal ¢allsd man stands befors us naked and unashemsd---
1npn!tnmmd:-n,uu-11u1nﬂmm. imarica, we likw %o say,

is coming of ul.""

8 gp44, p. 109,
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I Bolense and Demooiacy.

Batwesn soience cun one hand and literaturs on the other
there hzs always sxieted a ceriain entinomy. Solence does mod direstly
ooncern iteslf with the seatiments, emctions and sympathies, which ave
poaouliar to literaturs. But with the prodigious advancs of solsnss,
however; 1% has forced 1is attituds and method wpon the interesste that
literature held moat dear and has played an important part in the de-
velopment of wealistio literature. We may resall that the postry de-
voted %o the Mature of Wordeworth found diffieuliy in socepiing the
Hature of Darwiam, I% 4id nmot like ©0 hawve ite reinbov snalysed, its
cataractes harmessed, and i%s moods of aspiration and disillusica re-
statsd in terma of stomsch and intestines. Ths sentimsnts end oympa-
thise 'Ilh:l.nh found beauty in the pleacid harmoaiss of Hature or the
ruissd momments of sntiguity turped with horrer from the omssing meoh-
anisms of sieel with ohich man vas refashioning the earth. This develop-
mant and begimning intrusion of solencs was during the Bomantio pericd
and 1itereture under the sway of romantiolem was peoulierly umready fox
such immovations, The romantio movement bad lsd literature to glorify
part times, eztermal mature, the fresdom of the individual, and the
guidanea of emotions. These intsrests faced a present that was re-
sxploring and remaking saturs, that viswed ecolety as well as paiure
as & solidarity in which law and procsss seemsd of moTw consequence
than the individual, snd that insisted om prsoision and exactnesa in
ite mothods and Aisregarded intuition and moods. When the izheritancs
of Wordeworth and Eyron and Shellay and Soott was most potent, men be-

cams oonsolous of thelir snvirooment interpreted by sclience end Teo0n-

s
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struoied by lavmtice. Iz po othee Fempecio did Yo suviroamsnt of

litematare oot move hostiles @0 its berodity than ohon 4% attcmpied w0

good that enviramment in (s of sclenos, ond ©s might old fo solsuas

inveation cnd woohismery for ad thai time they moved hemd im head.
Tron the time of Wadd 9o tke tlme of Daxwiam 4% is of

_,mhmih-uuhmﬂmumm“nm

iy modificd 1%s inberited tsadsnsics %o meod e coyprisisg chongse ia

its suvivomasat. The proesss Bas been @ alow ouo, for the eavirmmsntd
m shomged wiih a repldity which Bas, ve might say, lsft literatero
booildepingly eovrying 19 inheritancse throagh a Dewver oeasing pIroosss

.Jﬂlhum. 1% has, of course, becons used 1o the fusiory as ibe homes

| of mashizeo-e-ubea 1% Gloecvese ite loved comtryeids clso trensformed

by Tespero end twaotors. It has leermed ¢ acsept the mawwels of
Mﬂ!ihmhhﬂ“ﬂw. It fighis thoough a
oompronti oo with politicn) eccncuy, sad 1% is confreated vith o aew
miﬂnﬂ.am:mpﬂuwhwﬂmﬂmn
ﬂd:uulum:ﬂﬂulhmumu
Hﬂuﬂu.ﬂmmﬂm discovez padivm,

Bome critios moy yobt ask the qoastiem “Rhy oomasyd
solezce with litewatue?® The answer is that Ghoy emancd bo eniirely
ssparate from oash othed. ¥ho term selonce may Lo vieved as scatainisng
mmmwﬂmmmmmm,mm
and soelol, It hae many conieote Witk histery, roliglcs, usd philoeopiy
as Tsll as vith litevesuso. Tho loag ccatisued warfaye Detween litera-
':;Eplﬂlpu.uulm, thy dshate betosea solvaso ool weligica

| ayoused by e discomerics in Seolesy end blelegy, the sewwiutionary



bearing of ths svolutiomary theory in biology as it vas snlargsd into a
gansxal philosophy, snd the siguificance of the pew knowlsdgs of heredity
and snviromsent vpon the movel snd the dremas, have spaoifioally yeodivad
our attention am v look at scow of the more striking changes &t work in
ltaruture. But the progress of solence is alearly 2ot a matier merely
of this or that discoveryr or this or that nev fcomlation of knowledgs.
I% has meds itself felt as an spormous wevoluticn in ideas, in the wery
attitude of svery thinking man toward the world in which he lives. I%
has given us Dot only s new knowledge of nature bué & new kmowlsdge of
mar.

There is & contrast between literary end solsntific msth-
od of vhioh we must not fall ¢o dake note. Solence prooeefs by experi-
ment, induotion and resson; it sxmmives feacts and eypanges them wmder
law, Literaters procesds by suggestion, by image, by rhyiim, snd sppeals
Hﬁl-nﬂmm-w‘ihlu. I% examines facks in oxder to producs
an illusion of them befors $he imegication. Sclence sploys symbole
for espreseing ite faois end welations, and cannct asedmplish thie by
words and sentsnoes. In elsotrdoity, ths consepticns whish govern the
prosent theory are ssarcely expressible in ordinary sentences. Though
dealing with 1deas and idess oslling wpon the imagination, selenss emne
sod elmaye seeurs the assistenss of litsrery smpression. Sinse e dee
velopment oF realistis Litevevurs and the tventieth centwry scisnce, the
atom and the molsouls, the weves of light and sound, - ihs sall, the bac-
toria, end the Mendelisn mnit, are all femilier smough for convsrsation
¢r for use by the poet. The laboratory has beoome just as much & pluos
for husan intevest as & church or & siock szshange, and aqually the oon~



esrn of liternture, Thers ls, affer all, oo very shaxrp division betmesn
imagination snd yeason. The solenges cannot sdvance wery far withoud
imsgination, snd literaturs is a feobls thing 4f 1% loses hold cn ihe
reason. Solsntists, such es Darwin end Huxley, heave wriiien very §ood
literaturs about a plece of chalk and sarth-worms. Literary méa, sued
&8 Jefferies and Hudson, have written aleo es maturalists and solsntiets.
The oontrast in method which is marked between lyric and a mathematiosl
mtluummunmmmmmmmmn#
both literatore and sciendd.

Seisnos has indsed besn ons of the gyeat feotors in de-
ummmmmummﬂmmﬂuwwmtﬂ
realism in both England snd imsrica, Literaturs and solsnce have mads
great progress in harmomizing their visws. The wighteenth ceatury saw
everyihing fized in space, the ninstesnth oentory sxvw sveryTiblog movwing
in tims. Cortainly the idea of a moviag, ohanging, developing wmaiverie
was as femiliar inm philoscphy, literaturs, and history as sarly as inm
natwral @olencs} and the great dissoveries of Dexrvin coly sstablished
s genersl view alresly welecmed by thought and imegination. Carlyls
ulmhlhﬂﬂhlhmﬂﬂimﬂlwhlﬂﬁitﬂﬂﬂﬂ
ohiefly in tha developing oourss of human history; tut after Darwin,
nunummm-nﬂﬂmrmmumpumm
tiotion of George Eliot, Osorge Meredith, end Thomas Hardy. Indoad,
mmm,nnu-mw-hwm.um.m
idaals of poetry conformable to the new knowledge. fome of the moo%
interesting literary produsiions of the latter part of the nimstesnth
oantury were very reslistic picoss and along soisntifie lices. Robars
m.uhnillluthw.uﬂ“ﬂ-bﬂmuﬂ'hmlﬂﬂh-



ation® vhich vas one of the most talked of books of the cemtuxy. The
gonirovarsy over Darwinlem oot insvesssd the dsmand Tor propagands,
and Baxley's sssaye and leoturses displaysd aldmizeble literery qualitiss.
Soisntifio sxposition and description 414 not econfioe thenselves 0
limited technicsl methods, and soms solsutifliec worke---as Davwints
orhe Formation of Vegstable Mould®---weze vritten with great literury
charm., Sines Ceorge Eliot, no serious movelist has written without
somd consideraticn of modsrn solienoe. Herwdity, sovircomsat, sugeniss,
hawe played their part in almost every drems minzas Ibesn. The last of
the Tietorians, Mewedith end Hardy, ave responsive ©o the implications
of the *Origln of Speoisa™ though esoh oveates his omn philosophy ca
the basis of solsnos.

A 11%¢ls later in the lats nimetesnth century and early
tesntieth century »e have falf ithe influsnoe of solenmos in the American
sovel Mre, Frances Hodgeon Burmsit glves us, ®The Shuttle,® in whioh she
deals in a yealistie wey with the growing inter-velation betwesn England
and Amsrion, -mM1mmmmmumHWh
Hiss May Sinolair produced *Ths Halpmate®™ dsaling with & delicais mari-
tal problem, $he relation of a somevhat coarse bub devoted husband o a
wife of rigld ideals and austsrs virtus. Mise Bdith Wharton: in a bwdef
novel “Madsms de Treymes.” studics the omplicated reastlon betwesa the
imsricsn and the Freuch views on femily and wooisl relatioms. Bub
modern sciesce has not as yot found as great & post or novelist an the-
ology found one in Dante o Miltos, or as ancient solence found cue in
Luoretius, Neither the universe of Newion mor the wniverse of Dexwin
hes yst besn set forth in poetry. Elsotricity, matter, snsrgy, motica
weethesd are words that smolis some imeginative responss today in the




dullast, snd suggest ihe possdbilities for imeginmatlve exsursiocns by
the most gifted; bub they have no songs, Do sples, no trilogles. I%
iz caly natural fhat with en ever widening realing public, an sver
pore specializsd literwture, repidly developiog snd highly diversified
solence should make its way into literaturs., The greatest oontribe-
tione to the literaturs of soience are doubiless s¥ill in tha future.
The influsmss of soiemos is s3ill baving i%s inflosmce om 1dtsraturs.
A ohsnging literaturs muet respond to thess ssssnilal changss chish
ave pot merely of ircn and stesl, of stesm and slsoirioify, but of
man's mods of 1lifs, hie conquest of the universs, and his maxoh to-
ward perfeation.

Demosrecy as a fastor in the development of realistie
1iterature has played i%s part, Demdoratis principles---fresdoa of
the individual---ars gonduoive to the produsiion of realisflo liters-
ture. Te might profitably take o glames backverd to ome of our earlies®
pisoss of literature---po% & novel, Dot a poem, pot a short story, but
& monvmenial producticn that possesses Literery qualitiss-=-the Deolare-
tion of Infependsnos written by Thomas Jefferscm, & firm bellever in
demooracy. This dooument was the Dew message af liberty, uttersd to
the world in mo uomistakabls phrase. ceming down a 1ittles later in
the sightesnth cenfury U havs “The Fedsralist Papers™ of the sssay
typs, political produwctions irus, but wers thay not cutgrowths of de-
mooracy?. Hadison and Hmmdlion both atatemmsn and politiolans, yoib
they possassed literary ability. As ws comé on down to the ninetesanth
century we find the tome of literaturs ohenging and reslim developing
wtﬂmidm-mthﬂmrmmnmmﬁuprhurhn

wali Thitman's "Dsmcoratie Vistas® prodused in 1870 da




a ptriling example of this type of litersture in which he se®s forth
hie broadly cptamistic views of demcorasy. The Ualled Etates, thay
polnt out, ars profsssedly the most demooratic couniTy in the world}
Whitsan 4is undoubtedly ths most demsoretio of Amsrican writars] con=-
sequently he must be the most typical.

The cbatract ideal of demoorecy has maver been betier
sl up than i3 the well-kmown matehwords of republican Franosl
Livewsy, Cquality, Freternity, Disguised and disiorted though thess
words may have been by s osatury of French Revoluticuary sdsess, there
is no denying that they stand for ideals sasentislly mable end ine-
spiring. What is mors, thess ideals, whioh everywhers underlis %he
revolutionary spirit, have consoiously influsmced the ninstesnih cantary
on both sides of the Atlsntie. Ia the progress of imeriosn dsmooracy,
hoesTer, cne of thess idsals bas beed WOTS stramuously kept ino mimd
than the othsr $wo. Amsrisan dsmcoracy d41d not spring from abatrach
philosophieing; it hed its origin in the old conception of libarty amd
rights as maintained by the Common Law of England, Though Do odmmon«
place, thsn has been more femiliar %o imerican sars them the glitier-
ing generality vhich mainfains gll men to bs borm equal, tbe prasilcal
snthusiamm of imsrican demcoxecy has besen chiefly sxoited by the ideal
of liberéy. In ¥alt Whitman's idea of dsmoorscy the ideal that ap=
pealed to him was that of squality.

Mazk Twain, ons of Amerwics's early realistic writers,
was thoroughly demooratle in his idsals. Frovinolalism restrioted his
outlook but heightensd his intensity and made him the firss clsat=
throated herald of imsrican demoormcy im fictic:m. nInnooencs Abroad=
mlmlmlhlnhmmﬂﬂtuﬂﬂﬂm dsmooracy begamd plan-
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gent ino flotiom.

If ws intsrpret the political history of imsrica since
1790 ve must think of it as largely a struggle betwesn the spirit of
the Declaration of Indepsndence and the spirit of the Constifutionm,
the one primarily comosrmed with the rights of man, the other more
practically concerned with the righis of property---both principles
of dsmooracy. The humanitarian idealiss of the Declaraticn of In-
dependence has always schosd as a battle-ory in the haaris of those
who dreamed of an America dedicated to demcoratic ends, It sanmot
be long disvegarded or repudiated, for sconer or later 1% refurns o
plague the couneils of practleal polities, It is conatantly breaking
cut in fresh revolt. When major _pnﬂl.u grow indifferent and ignore
the wishes of the oormom peopls, it has reformulated ite prinsiples
in thixd-party platforms. Sinoe the Clvil War, discontant has been
spdenmio in the Middls Border, and it has broken out in thres great
politienl upheavels: the greenbark movement of the seventies; tke
Populist movement of the eightios and ninetien; and the Ron-partisan
Leagus movemant of the ssocond decads of the pressnt csntury. Issu~
ing $vom a profound ressntmant at the sxploitation from which the
farmer sufTered, they mark a persistent movement away from the 614
Tagksonian individualiem and an advence toward a socialized consepiicm
of the political state. The farmexs being disoiplined by hard times
wars learning their lsseons from cepitalistio Thiggery] if the po-
1itieal stats had proved serviceable to the businsss man and busi-
ness it should alsc provs serviceabls to the profuser, but it had
not dops 80, Why should not a demooratic sfate gonaider ithe produser

as well as the bosiness many
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Thase are the phases of demoorecy that attrected sush
uﬂm“ﬁnﬁmm-rmmm-mm-.ﬁuﬂmﬂm-
and Fiotion™ published in 1884, asoribes the rise of moderm realimm %0
the twin sources of solencs and demooracy. From solence it derivas its
passion for truth, for "reelisn,” he asserts, ®is mothing more and nothing
less than the truthful treatmsnt of material.® To these two should be
added the nsmes of Frank Norris and Stephen Orans, The works of these
teo mon are characterized ms naturalistie; they ploturs the rough, the
sbrdid and bdrutal, sond consider the existence of a feot or a conditiom
as suffiolent justifiosticn for portraying it. Perhaps tha best ex-
-pharm-wpnfuhnmumrn*-m-wﬁmﬁ—ﬂ
which is ostensibly the wheat. The producer and his problens are dis-

imong the dsmooratic faotors in Americs fust before 1014
was the status of women, The *rights of man® reappeared as the rights
of women. Women were winning political and legal privilsges iz many
states, and were alrealy pushing tbeir way into nsw ocoupaticns, before
the war so greatly ilnoreassd their opportunitise. The "bachelor woman
mhhm@ﬂ.Mlmm“muutﬁmmmuht
bachelor woman might olaim freedoms of eonduot that had besn mors or
less cpenly conesded to m bachelor man. Thess were all matiers that
m-_nnmmmunm-bnmdfmmmmmtutmw
might oot wholly igmoxs. All of thess ware 1o a great extent out-
mmurmmmﬂmmﬁalhﬂlm“ﬂMlhd-
fact upon the 1itereture produced during that time. Another phencmencm,



partly a consequinos end perily & motivating foree in the developmant
of the new idsas, was the growing ¥ecognition of Whitman, both =s sa
sxponent of American dsmooracy and as sn imnovator in litarexy form,

Tust whers the influsnce of econcmics, politlcs and so-
ciety ceasss and where ithe inflvence of demooracy begins is a difficult
quastion to answer, but each is & vital foroe working and influsnoing
the produstion of the vast smount of realistio liferaiure that has bsan
producel in imerica by imerican authors.
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I. Bealism in the novel, the sasay, and prose flotion.

In many instendss in serly realistis writings it was
difficult to separats it entirely from romantic elemenis. But in the
late ninstiss and early part of the twantisth century the works of the
realistio aunthors lost the greater part of its yomantls tasts and took
on the mew realistic garb in its purdty. I do mot mean to comrey the
idea that reslism was sntirsly nsw; several of i%s sspects ware as old
as the Elizabethans, I% was its msoner that wes new. Much of ithis
manner hed been aoquired from foreign souroes, The influsnce of ths
realism of Palzas and Zola was felt in both ¥ngland and imerica. Balzes
not only saw his psopls, physically, and morally. in their hablts as
they lived with sll their individvel hobbles snd infimitics, and mals
his weeders ses them; he also drew his drematic action &s much from
4he velation of his charsotera to their houses, strests, towns, pro-
fessions, imherited habite and opinicms, as fiom thelir fortuitdus oon-
tso%s vith each other, Zola gave a raturalistic or selentific pamo-
rema of French sooisty in all its scrdidnses, incompetencs; and glory.
A few other Frenchmsn might bte menticoed: Flausbert, with bhis passion
for perfection of style, des Mavpassant with hie lsescus of sconomy and
objeativity, and the poet Boudelaire, who turned his back upon ONVED=
tional besuty and tried to meke uglicess besutiful. These writers took
the sxzaot opposite of romanticimm. They thought the mesn and lowly was
more interesting, more worthy of investigation, than was ihe prinoe or
baggar of famo¥.

imong the early realists the influsnos of Thomas Hardy,
an English Viotorian novelist, is greatly felt im imerica. Whkils Hardy's



&3,

povels mre olassed as Romances he really bslonged to the realistioe
pericd, his work was very realistic end piotursd 1life as it really wes.
He dsmoastrated mﬂﬂ in his novels how enviromment may dominats
the lives of men and women. Hie work vas & revoli againet Vioterianim
sepeoially in *The Return of the Naiive.” This movel is & heari-dice
turbing tregedy. Harty is posessssd with & philosophy of pessimimm
whioh he is not able %o toially obsoure in eny of his worke, The sems
type of novel is his "Tess of the D"Tmbervilies® publisbed in 1691.
Hardy ploturss 1ife as being as much or more pain than pleasure| at
1east that is his interpretation of life. Belouging to this seme sahool
1s Sir Jemes Matthew Barris, author of *Ths Littls Minister,” and Israsl
Zangwill, who wrots "The Msliing Pot® im 1008, a story of the immigra-
tion problsm,

*pafors thess forsign writsrs hed eotsblished emything
1ike an ascendsney in the United States, imericans vere treated sven in
the Vietorisn Psricd to & realim ar autheritative as it vas ummistaiabls,
& realism which owed mothing to European sourses. It wes, inetsed, the
direct outooms of the Amsrigan frontler. Indesed Mark Twain wehsmently
e jected European oculiure, shen ha gams in touoh with it, and mads the
art galleries, the religious shrines, the momments, The respect for lo-
stitutions, the trediticas of the Middle Ages, the lserning of the old
world, even the lanfsospes of that old world, subjecis for sontempiunoun
gomparisons vhich made his comirmmen’s pulses beat prouvdly, He ranged
demooracy againet monarehy, am Cocper had cooce dons, abdl laughed the

latter to soowm, The refinement of aristoorats ware not for H.l.“‘h

7+ Eaight, "The Novel in English” p. 262-363.
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Perbspe the best ezample of rsalimm left by MarkTeain is "HuokleberTy
Finn,* Kaight says in *The Hovel in Emglish,® if this movel is 20% one
of the greatest in %he world, i% is at least cas of the Americen olase-
fos and is likely to remaim oné., It is in "Hucklsberry Fima"---ths one
great ploaresges tele of the fromtisr---that the western philosophy of
Mark Tenin, a philoscphy that derives straight from the old naturistie
sakool, orops oud mosh sharply. It is a ploture of the struggls batwesa
the individus) and the villags "mores.® It is a trimph over the saored
tribal law of conformity=--=the assertion of the individual will iz oppo-
sition to sooisty-s-and 1t Teveals the hsart of Merk Twain's philoscphy.
Another plomser in'rvealistic vriting in imerica is Willism
Dean Howslls whoss vritings were limited sirictly to expsriense. When one
resds Hooslles' work he does Dot get & pleoture of life greatly saaggerated,
The Tesdsr is mot cutreged by being called upon %0 wink at strangs im-
probabls phenomena in svents and minds, in fact, the peopls are mich as
ans would liksly have kmomn thirty or forty years ago end he situaticns
are such s ons choulf have noted had he lived part of his %#ims in Burops
and part in Boeston and MNew Yorlk. Howslls slways cormsd the disagresabls,
the viclent, and polities, religion he touched passingly and soperiicially.
mplﬂuﬂwumﬂnﬂlmﬂﬂﬂilﬂpﬁﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁlﬂmﬂfﬂ
lives may enlist the intersst otherwise subsoribed o the exoeptionsl.
Eis povels bave sotion; imperisat things heppen, but oot the things that
sanily catch the eys or starils the ear. He shows us that msre COOVarsa~
tion can Xesp us in suspenss without acccmpanying airommatanses of 190
men testering upon ths sdge of & oliff, end that the motives which changs
a superior young man's feslings tomards a girl may be of as much signif-
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fiosnes ms a tale of xevenge. *In the 'Riss of Silas Laphsa' Homells
popularized his theory. In this novel he gave us vhat o him is the
image of the Syplesl Americen business man, Hs performed for American
fiotion a ssrvics samswhat like Wordsworih's for English postry; the
transformaticn of a pew grotesque romanilolem, oouchad in forced ter-
minology phrasss, but in the refined and placid idicm of = kssn and
thoughtful native,""’

The curzent sohool of realimm is inclined o dsal rather
harshly with Mr. Howells. His obtrusive morality, his quiet retlcences,
his genial cptimimms, his dlelike of faciog ugly fests squarely, are too
old-fashionsd today to pleass the professional purveyors of our current
diegusts, They offer the exitioimm that they fiod his writlogs tadicus
as the goseip of old lediem. Evez though Howells is elasssd by modern
eritios of realistio litsraturs as being tedious and old-Tfashionsd, no
mm!mhnﬁmtmmwmhmnpmhtﬂrmu
mu-mum.mmu-mtmumwmmﬂm
1iteraturs from the path of romenticiem end bring it face to fase with
the weel and the edtual.

Feory Jemse, whoes nsms has long been ooupled with that
of ¥r. Howslls as a writer of the samé sohool, hsd lived so constanily
in England singe 1869 that his $1tls to be regardsl as an Amoricen suthow
is rather alight. Howewer, America lays claim to him since %ais was hie
birthplacs, Mr, Jemes, wiih his knowledge of imarican obarester snd
also of Europssn life and soolety, lawgely ccoupied himnself with portray-
ing imsrieans in a Eurcpean enviromment, so that ths name *intornaticoal®

8 1nia, p. 278,



is somatimas spplisd %o his zovels. In his mealistis method be has
gooe a step beyomd Howslls, being utterly tizeless in reporting trivial
conversatione end deploting the minutias of astlons and EATRSTE. Hie
siyle, like r, Howslls, is polished, witty, in a way brilliani. Life,
with him, vas lavgely. & matier of merves, In this world of spravling
snergy it was impossible to barriceds himsels secuxely egainet the fin-
srusion of ths wmplsssant, Distinguished though be was as & thsorled
in the eri of the mowsl, poesessed of the highest technicsl skill, and
a magter of psyshological amalyeis, Jamss allowed himsell %o G8ITF %O
an sxiremity his idea that fiotion should be a oxoss-ssotion of lifs,
full of zew oiges and looss sods, Dssides various skstohes and ¥ravel.
blegraphy, and eriticimsm, his reallstlo novels aye "rhe Ameriocen,® "The
Europsans,® "The Porirait of & Lady," "Ibe Bostonians,® and *The !;H.n-
cess Cassmageima,®

0f the younger realists, who havs so inoressingly con-
finsd their attention to the provinoial, or locsl movel, Mery E. Wilkine
(Mrs, Freeman) is perhaps the forsmost repressntative. The stories b
which she establishsd her reputation were collsoisd undsr the titles of
@i Bmbls Romsnss, and Other Stories,” and "A Hew England Hua,® Mias
wiliins has the primary requisites of her school---intimais lmowledge
of her snvircmment, povers of patient and ecube cbesrvaiion, lively
sympathy, and sbundant humor. She presents umistalkavly real people
and soensa~-~-Tarmste, peddlars, district school teachers, afternoon
tsas, quilting-bess, How England door-yards with olnnamon rose-bushes;
semsteries with evergreen feucds and geeping-willow, But she doss not
sontent herself with desoription and with comversatlicn in rustie dialeot.



oho pover forgots that 1% 1o hor uainess to toll a atory; and Jjust whom
tho roader boglus to fool otifled by the marrownoso and dreariness of
thin homoly lifes--=t0 grow woary of tho obermal old ladies kmittlog or
dosre young womon in 0ld-fashioosd waslin gomns---sho boightons tho
talo with a touch of tho dramatie or throws in a ouldon glint of ro-
wADO0,. Homan hoarts are ahoen boating in tho humbloat of boooms, And
horoime 1t@0lf is ollowsd pot t0 bo lnocmpatiblo with 1ifers dally
vound. This 1o undoubtodly tho hdghoot triweph of woaliem, anl thare
aro fow of Miss Wilkina' otories that do not loave and with a sonso of
sporo than weoto tho oyo.®

Mlonglng to this particular type of wallstle litora-
ture, the worke of Frank H. Stookton ﬂmu':m mmtion, o podnanson
a groat doal of humor, bug hig shameters are delightful, and with all
tholr whimaleallity they aro quite husan and very likable. wlth *Rulder
Gpange,” in 1870, he attractasd the attentlion of oldoyr roadors as o
hmsorons wrlter of wusual gifia, and tha short atory of *fhe lady ox
tho Tigor® published in 1684 fizmsd his yoputation, Stookton delights
1o gotting hin ehayacters, in thimsslvos oppentially molarm and odemon-
plaso, into the most absurd, lmpossible sltuations, treating thea all
thi timo with an asmmption of the utwmost geaviky.

In tho pouth at this partieilar perled thore waa piro=
duosd A great deal of pross rietlon which was writhen largely i nagEeo
dialeet. The eharectors ervated wore roal aud trus to life. Proaioant
meong thess writors are to be pamed Jool Chandler Barela, who, in hin
eroatinn of Tnolo Rheeus, has glven the plantatlon Bogeo & porsansnt
ploca in fletion; Thomas Holsom Poge, who has rorlootad thoough thi nago



sharaoter, and with a faithful record of the negro dialsot of the po-
ouliar Virginian variety, the aristocratic soolety of QL4 Daminion; and
Hiss Mary W, Murfree of Tennsssss, a vriter of the dssoriptive or land-
scaps sahool, whe has wrought into the tapestry of bher work the endless
panorama of the hours and the ssasons in the Oreat Smoky Kountains of
sastern Tennsopss.

Bt the leading spirit of this later mctivity, lm“l}lh"
in its more vomantio aspsots, im to be sought in ihe perscn of Osorge W.
Ccable, a notive of How Orleans. FHis sketokes of the essay type wexe
very realistic., The fovmdaticm nf Bis sarlisst essays in litemature was
bassd on his first hand knowledge of the lifs and charactar of the
Loulsinna Creoles, both in the city and smong the bayous of the lower
Hlnl_nupi. In 1820 he produoced "!I'Iu Orandisaises® and in 1804 ap=
peared his ®John Maroh, Scutherner,” a novel of the reconsiruoticn pariod.

Realistie literature was not 80 oonducive to the eseay
and postry, bowsver, mention might be made here of the essayist and
naturalist, Fohn Burroughs. Eis writings, largely the fruits of his
studlen of nature, whether of the habits of birds or of the babite of
berries, which he loved %o cultivate, inevitably reminds us of Thoreau,
of whom in his naturalist’'s ardor he is fully the equel. The literary
quality of his many bocks and papere on animal life and other matural
gubjects placed him in the front renk of imerican writers of bis tima.
Elblﬁ!nmmﬂuﬂlumhhtuw, feriving suggestion from
resding the woerk of Sssmel Johmson, Emerscn, and others, end especially
{nfluenced by Emerson, Walt Fhitman, and Matthew Armold. Eis two
realistic sssays that stand éut as his bast ave "Wake Robin® and "Signe
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and Ssasonp.®

In the middle of the mineties and the first dscads of
the present sentury literature becams more naturalistio end we have the
work of such writers as Stephen Crane, Frank Horris, and Barold Frederick.

Stephen Crens was tbe genius of his geperation, He ia
said %0 have begun American naturalism with "Haggie: A Girl of ithe
Strests.® It is the umprettified tale of a girl who is forced by brutal
treatment at home into the arms of a lover to self-desizuction. I% 1s
detached, objeotive, emoral, dsaling with & world without virtuss but
tyrannized by teboos; a bit of life, begimning and ending casually. Tha
story was an attack on everything that was respsctable in kmarican lit-
srature---a notable achievement in a world of shoddy romanticism.

Tn 16898 he produssd a realistioc movel, “Jsorge’s Mother.®
Tha -ﬁaﬂﬂtwwmumiuiwumnmnrtﬂﬂl
and the consequent breaking of his mother's heart. Crane's maturest
work, howsver, is found in *The Red Badge of Courage™ writiem in 1890,
the first great imsrissn m'l:ll o treat battle unromanticelly. Fram
tha very begimning it is dsscriptive of the goldiexr*s impatient ig-
norance at what is going on and his anger &t his supsriore, to the
lest pages in vhioh the hero spproves himsalf. H. 0, Wells said of
Grane, "the opening mind of a new pericd.”

Frank Horris was greatly influenced by his reading of
7ola's realistio works. He wrots six full length novels but his fems
rests 0N TWo--="Ths (otopus,® written ian 1901 and "The Pit® writien
in 1903,

wThe Ootopus® is a story of the raising of wheat in
california and of the atruggls betwsen those who grew the grain aad of



the railroad vhioh marketed 1t and atierpied to control the destinies
of the growers while it crushed and fed upon all. I% is a book of stir-
ring events and pecple:; assassinations, a pitahsd batile, & kair=-raising
rass batween two locomotives, the magie of the dazzling desert and the
intoxication of arcmatic breezss, wealth transforzmed into poberty and
honor becomes Aishonor, poets sesking the soul of Californis, politisal
warfare, struggling ismigrente, collsge msn turnsd revoluticnary, o0T-
poration tyrents, bad men with oarelsss revolvers, drunkards, and ons
of the most moving love etories in fiotion. Some orities olass this
novel as being as much ramancs as vealism. But life in those days pos-
sesssd & sertain smommt of romance, 5o it vas nsosssary in reallistle
writing to imoluds a littls of the romantic alsmsnt.

In =The Pit® the soene is laid in Chiocago, uhere ihe
wheat 1 marksted, and here we ses Curitis Fadwin®s daring atiemp% 0
sontrol the exchange. It is lses interesting than “The Gotopus.® Hor-
ris planned to write a third povel but &sath prevented his carrylag out
his plans, Ehpurpn."mihl trilogy was to write a parallel of grain's
mastery over man; to show bow an inaniwaie comod ity oould comtrol the
long ohart of human missries and joys, oould yead a summons to life and
doath, love and hate; bow it conirollsd mot only his physical growth
but also his spiritual development. It was to be in part an allegory
of Amsrican political life of the period. I% was not intended to be
sectional but true to all the states.

With the entry of Amsrica into the var cmme a sharp changs
in literary dsvelopment. Feglmentation, dus %o the war peyohology,
destroyed the movement of soolal oriticiem vhich dominated fietion in



the pericd from 1503 to 1917. The liberal movement in economicse and
politice cme to an end very suddenly, and the problem novel ceassd o
be written. It became old-fashioned almoet over-night.



PART Iv
some Imterpretations as %0 the Foture of Litaraiore

B4.



B5.

I. Literature Sizos 1914,

Then a studsnt makes an intensive study of the literery
development of eny nation hs gois the idea that there ssems naver o be
a complets break with the pest. imerican literaturs sinos the Forld War
differs so groatly from that remsmbered from a gensretion ago thad it
seems natural to assums that the world cataclysm is sntirely respou-
sible for the ohange; y»% & closer study shows that the most of the
tendencies whish have dsveloped during the last twelve years had mads
thamselves manifest before 1916 and some of them sven bafoxe 18lé.
Thers is oo doubt that the wer belped %o determins Just what tenden-
oles should develop most stroogly, and, no doudbt, hastensd their de-
Mtunmlmbhm¢mltpmmﬂMlmiqﬂut
of its own; but Do sindy of post-mar literature ocsn safely ignore what
has ismsdiatsly proceded.

A student maldng a study of literaturs from & historiesl
point of view ia m-itantlr:ﬂ.ﬂldufﬂl:lhﬂﬂn betwsen the intal-
lsotusl 1ife of Ameriss in the sarly twentisth osntury and that of Eng-
iand & hundred years before. We note that im the sarlier period Wordse-
porth and Coleridge wars cppressed by the formelimm of poetry. Eymom
was indignant et the hypooriey of sooieiy Tegarding matters of conduvok.
Hany perplexities arose cver the difficulties that grev out of changss
in the industrisl systsm and, Tinally, thers were the calamitous Ha-
polsonis wars, foreign Tighting alliances, and viotory that im the amd
ﬂlﬂmtmﬂlthﬂhﬂtathﬂntﬂnﬂmm. It mast b
Mthnttuntlmltmﬂ:wnrpﬂmunmnﬂﬂn-



imma too far, but such resemblance is 2ot to be dended.

A pombsr of foross, ihat were soting in imerica about
ths tims the World War started in Europs, might be cifed---tke reantion
against "Victorianiem,” & protsst against mavicieh retlcesnce which was,
at bottom and at best, a protsst against hypoerisy] the Freudian pay-
ahology, mnummumimmwmmmw
of sex im buman thought, but questionsd the wisdom of sex reprassicns
that had long beesn demended by convenmtional morality. The status of
women in the political and businsss world was also a fastor which hed
its influsnes.

The striking changes in poetry that bave taken plaocs
during the last gemeration were, o doubi, mostly smocursgsd raiber
than oreated by the war. In the sarly yssrs of the century poestry wes
pot very important. There wers fow posts who really spoks o or for
ths people. For the moest part readsrs comsidered a poem samathing %o
£i11 in the othervise blank spase of a page in a magazins. There Wers,
howsver, attempia h-hwmnummmuinmmu
dscads thess became stronger and more important. feme of the posts
and postesses that cams inte prominense at this time ware Hiss Barriet
Monros, who in 1912 begen %o publish ber magamine, *Postry,” and mads
popular the phrass "Hew Fostry.” In 1916 the late imy Lowsll, Roberd
Frost and Vacbsl Lindsay ssch issusd two volumes of originel work.
wThe Spoon River Anthbology,” by Edger Les Mesters, ocaplled from pomms
publishad sarlisr in & St. Louls nswepeper, vas published in 1915, Im
mum-mwufmmuutmnmmmmm-nrm
“Haw Poetry.™
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It is not likely that the war had any influsnos on the
worke of the above meniicoed writere, but the unrest end bewildermans
with which America watohed & siruggls in which it was mot yet actively
angaged doubtless had somsthing to do with the way ino vhioh they ware
roosived, and with the postry which was produced immedlately aftarerd.
The war in its megnituvde and intensity bed coms almost as a thief in
the might %o imerica snd ssemed to threaten ¢he very foumdations of
eirilization and snocureged & questioning of all standaxds. It Tas
patural that the movel end the revolutlonary in imeginative litere-
ture should Tecsive a moTa favorable bearing than in satiled timsa.
Tue phrese "New Poetiry” was a popular phrass heard svarywhare. Small
magezines in largs mumbers, each with ite own fed or its own losality
t0 BaxXTe spreng up efter the foumding of Misa Monrce's "Poetry." HNum-
srous schools and "imms® avoss expounding scme new theory of poetxy.

Thess poeta togathsr with Esre Pound, Miss imy Lowell
and Johm Gould Fletcher wrots during the war pericd, as did Carl Sand-
turg, the mcet important of ths obvicus followzs of Thitman, whose
first wolums sppeared in 1914. We find in our study that the ssoond
&Mlntihpnmimtmmthwiﬂﬂmnﬂuﬂimlb
porimentaticn and ismovatica in imerisan postry. It ia indeed hard
memm-mlnmmnﬂmnmnmﬂmrpﬁm
nnmdtﬁtﬂﬂlﬁm.ﬂnwﬂmm:hﬂmmun
nad mads themselves manifest bafore 19143 but 1% is doubiless cawriain
that the emotional resction and disillusiomment that followed the
upmnrmmintluhﬂmﬁHuhhﬂumhmmu
varse. TYet postry 4id pot take cn any sudden changs.
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It might be wsll to mote hare thai the day of new fade
and cults omme pretty definitely 4o sm snd by 1620, and the noveltiss
introduced a few years proviously omms %0 ba of a less atirestive na-
ture. Orities of English postiry eey thei English poetry can mevsr be
¢he smms that it was before the fres verse movemsnt cams, but there
has besn & growing teadency o work in oldsr forms, with only the da-
gree of fresdom that males their verss mores sffeciive without dsstroy-
iog the siruou. Thsre 18 a groving tendepcy at the seme tHime o
tha recognition of posts who had bean guietly working in ikeir om way
through thes years of turmoil, In this 1iet we might placs Frost,
though he hes much in common with the innovators. A more typlcal
figure is Efwin Arlington Robineon, who is by many oritics named as
the greatest living American post, This yauk was assribed o him by
Mies imy Lowsll in 19882,

Though posiry has been mors popular in the last two dscalas
than sver befiois, its vogue has besa slight comparsd with that of prose
tiotion, In eampering the produstion of the types of literature, If
there has besn hundrsds of volumes of werss pubiished there has bedn
thousands of movels, and almost inmmerabls mmbers of shord storles.
nmm,ﬂwn.mm.htmmtmnmuunarmm
are of the maturalistio sort. Yot 1t has been miabed befors that the
baglnnings of maturaliem in America date back further than thoss of he
"Hew Posixy."

Naturalims iz its serlisst form has been discmssed but
thtﬂulminth-wilmﬂtlnmmﬂﬂnhﬂnm Againat
this background of sager fermsnt and various propagande stande Theodors
mlm,#uum;mmmmpimmu:mm



dstashed and kesaly chesrvant of all cur Aesricen eriters, a huge fig-
ure of ungainly proportions---a hesvy-footed peasent with umquanchsd
ouriosity and o boundless pity, vhe is dstermined to exmmine oritically
wthis animal oallsd men® and porirey him fruthfully. Ee marches across
fields straight to his objective, messing sadly ths cosy 1liifle bade of
Americen convsnilon, looking inte the ssoret places which the moet pso-
ple find marked "Hot Open To The Publis,™ kesping nothing hiddsn, ashsmed
of pothing, spologiring for mothing. Amsvica has mo% prodused such &
frenk snd dsjeated projsotion of reality, such insistence that the world
shall stop and consldsr those fasts which conwention has polltely agresd
40 igoore sinos the Walt Whitmen. Dreiser possssscs & vast and ferrify-
ing imagination. He broods over the plight of man in the mniverse. Dat
um-mmﬂmumm. He will sonfront things as they
are, The very chemistry of decsying flesh fasoinates him. I% is %0 him
& phencmanon of this imparsonal and relsntloss universd.

mlmmumhth-muuummw
poriraits of w0 vomene--3ister Jarris and Jennis Gerhardt---and two of
men---Eugens Tit¢la and Frank Cowperwood. Thess constitute his major
sontributions snd om them hie reputation rests, In additica %o the s
there is “Hey Hub-a-Dub-Dub,” & book of sssays im which his philosophy
is set forth, s neturalistio play, "The Band of the Potter®---a stuly
in pathology where the hand of the potter alippsd---a bock of trawsl,
and some shoxt stories.

Sirolair Lewis fallas in with thie growp of wriiers.
Pot T should 1iks t0 ¢all him s realistic sativiet of the *third do-
gree,” Hia satire knows no coapunctions. An irreversnt scul, ke
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darsas the wrath not cnly of one of Amsrioca's greatest humaniets, Ceorge
F. DBabbitt, and the innmumerable cluba to which Babbité beloogs. He 1e
a bouyant scoffer, he doss not permit sven the organized wrath of the
Chembayr of Commarves o dieturb his equanimity. And the interesting
thing sbout Mr, Lewis's work is that he takes the palns %o gathsr hie
mstarial at their souroes. Perhaps it 1s safe to say that 1% ia in
this fmot that Lewis'"s popularity lies. No field of imerican sxperiencs
has sscapsd his minute investigation, mo suthority has eluded his
cateshizing. In the course of his studies he has come to master the
lusty American language in ite subtlest shades and the manlieast
"muancss,” from the comis supplement to Dumn and Evadsireet, and he
talks sasily with Main Street in i%s vernaculear. His rich and ccplous
vooabulary fills & commonplace scholar with exvy, and his ebullient
slang, his easy slovenliness of smumsistion, inflict on the simple-
mindsd ussr of the Fing's English a hopeless inferiority complex.
Thether we like jor. Lewia's tschuniqus or not, whether
wo agres with his sstiricel indiotmsnts of middls-class ideals or dis-
gsnt from 1t, hie writings are suggsstive symtomatic of & dinsatin-
fied gensration given over to disillusion. The optimistio dresms of
siddle-class capitalism are not so goldsn as they ssemad %o us bafors
ths war; and thess pudgy novels are slashing atiacke on & world that
{n mouthing empty shibboleths is only whistling to keep wp dts couTaES.
it would ssem ibat the feith of Americe is dead, The brisk pages of
his writings exe filled with ths Soings of automata--=not living men
but the simmlacew of men, dons with astonishiang verieimilitude, peak=
ingz an smazing realistic languags, professing a m',pt'il_tl..n‘ lifelike-

=



ness; yot nevertheless cnly shells from which life has desparted, with-
out faith or hops or creative energy, not even aware that they axe dead.

The writers immediately precsding Sinolair Lawis---Robert
Herriok, Jack Lemdon and Tpten Sinelair olassed as realists-—-dealt with
eauses of which they could omly forscast the utlimate consoquencss,
whersas Kr, II-l'lil. in his writing is dealing with sffeats. Bafore ihe
war there was still life and hope in western civilization, it was no%
yst reduced to being a commom Babbit Warrea, with its Billy Sundaye
and Almus Plokerbaughs, ita artists and editors and solentists, om the
Plugeon payroll. What smerges from the drad pages of Simolair Lawis
that is lrmxiﬂlﬂ {s the suthoritative pronowmocsment that the sffecis
forecast by the earlier oritics have beccms im our day ths rognant or-
der of thinge.

Becadse Sinolair Lewis's writings are o0 eXiremsly
sativionl he 1s ths target for severe oriticism but hias writings no
doubt stir up the minds of the reading and thinking public to open
their syea and try to see what is really going on about them; and
meny times 1t takes a great thunderbolt from Esaven or an sarthquake
to swaken a placid, peace loving peopls such as the imericans are.
aimong Lewis's novels we list "Miin Siveet,” ®Babbit,” “Arrowemith,”
and "Elmer Janiry."™ '

The third sriter of the new maturalistic literaturs
is Sherwood Anderscn, & peyohologisal maturalist, vho 18 Very miah
anlike our sarlier naturalists in handling of material and Eramatic
intsrasis, concernmed with imner 1ife rather than cuter, with hidden
Arives rather than emvircmment. Bs accepts the main ordieria of



naturalism: determinism, distortion, pessimism. Anderscn is & lean and
sparing writer whoss symbolimms are cbsours and poszling.

Some of his works are: *The Triusph of %he Egg® (1921].
A otrangs and difficult book with its subile symbolims. The thems is
ths oommon hunger for romsnce and fellowship that confuses iteslf with
asx and is unsatisfied, In a prefatory posm Mr. Anderson suggests thia
fealing: %I have a wonderful story to tell but lmow not how to tell it.®

In 1§24 "A Story Teller's Story™ sppeaxed. This novel
is an attempt %0 lay bare the smotional life of coe eseking %o be an
artist in Amarica; to plumb his own consdlousnses, to esospe from the
world he hates., Such sssaps comes from reaching down “through all the
broken surfess dlstractions of modern life to Shat old oraft out of
which eulture springe.” Elmtpﬂlmnlfnfi:lmuﬁﬂnlu and
devastating routine of an indusirial scolety with ita azpty smbitlions.
And heving found his oxeft he finds a recompanse in life.

Andsracn ie one of the &thres or four most important man
now writing fiotion in imerice. ‘

with ths sntry of Amsyica into the war came & dsolded,
and dsfinitely sharp changs in the literary developmeat. The ysar 1818
was almost sterile so far as literary produotion was sonoernsd, Buk
with the year 1910 began a mew litsrary pericd. We find three major
movements underway. A resurgence of naturaliem, iunspired by payohol-
ogy Tather than by sooncmlios, with a tendency to impressionism in
handling: repressnted by Shervood Andsrsom, WhO has just been dis~
cussed. A new romantiolesm, sesking ideal beauty as a defense against
roality and emsrging in irony: represonted by Tamss Erench Caball.

A
ul.l--,--.“":
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A new oritioimm: a rTevolt of the young intsllsotuals against the domine
ant middle-olass---its Puritanisms, its Victorianisme, ite ssquisiiive
{deals: repreasantsd by Ginolalr Lewis.

About this timsee-1917=-10E{==-a nov slémant began t0
figurs in literature known as "The Small Teun in Floticn.® It was
chisfly & middle-mestern development---and a lats phase of the 1itara=
furs of thes local. A reaction from the "soonomio oity,” with its
oentralizing econamios, vhich dominated the problem novel. BSoms of
the middle-western writers that stand ocut are: Williem Allsn White,

a son of the Middls Border, whoss plots resemble Thaskeray's---lei-
surely, gossipy, ccafidentisl msides, a large canvas, many Tiguwres,
and a long period of tims; Dorothy Canfield (Fisher), a olsver drama-
tigsr of the obvvicus: belisves in the Woman Triumphant, and discovers
in the right sdusation of children the sclution of all problems.

The 1ist of writers could bs sxtended aimost indefinitely
but T shall close the soene of fiotion here by eaying that so muoh writ-
ing is being dons that 1t is impossible to know whose worke will live
and whose will soon be in ibe realm of the forgoitsn.
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II. The New Revolt and Future in Literature.

Ths age in which v axe liviog is so Doll of revolia
end repld changes that ome hesitates {0 make predicticns as %o the
foturs even in the literary world. There is such & vast end saormous
mmomt of literature profused that 1t is impossible for cme individual
%o raview aven & very larges pexosnt of 1t. Bot keeplng this thought
in mind thexe is no hesitanoy im saying that our literature is in a
transitory stege. ¥o must remsmbar that it is always hard to inter-
pret ibd imosdisid signe of the tlmss, and 1t is :ttnm;t- diffiouls
%0 prophasy.

Thers ars mmerous minor revolts inm ihe literary field
but cnly the major ooe shall be discusssd. The ries of a nec-human~
istic philoscphy in imerica ssems to bs creating quite a bi% of in-
hu;imﬁnmmltﬁ!pﬂmmi From my study I gather
meﬂtﬂmﬂiuthéﬂnmm:uhmuﬂ-ﬂm
modern humanists is at bottom dus to the lack of s dsfinite under-
standing of the msaning of the term "humaniem.® Irviog Babbit, the
pripoipal lesader in this movemsnt, says that "ihe boundawies of hme
manism &re broed and flsxibls.” He thea pointe ths resdsr %o the
anoient meaning of the term which applied, first in ths Italy of the
riftesnth century snd later in Europsan countries, %o the type of
soholar who was mot only proficient im the Oreek end Latin, bud who
at the sama tims inolinsd %o prefer the humanity of the great olassi-
oal writers to vhat sssmed to him the sxsess of dlinity, in the me-
dlssvals, These wers not oontent with opposing a somevhat externmal
{mitation of the Ciceroniem or Virgilian elegance to the scholastis

- e



sarslsssness of form. Thsy sosually caught a glimpes of the fins pro-
portionatenses of the ancients at their best. They were thus sopouraged
o alm at & harmonious dsvelspment of their faculties in this world .
rather than at sn other-worldly fellolity. They held that esch fasuliy
should be eultivated in duve measurs without cne-slidedness oF over-sm-
phasis, whether thet of tho ascétio or that of the speelalisi. “Ho-
mmmnmh'ummm;nmmummm:n.
both apolent and modexm. The fipal sppeal of the humenist is nod %0
szy historical comvaniion btut to intuition.

It must be observed that humsniem has two main mean~
{nge---an historical meaning in i%te applica®ion %o she soholaws who
wmmmnmm-wmmmm.udnpm
ghologioal mesning that derives direotly from the historisal cme:
humsniets in this latter senss ave thoss who, in sny 889, aim at pro-
portionatsnses through s cultivation of mesamze.

#rhe reascn for the Teflcal clash betwsen the Mmmanist
and the purely naturalistlic philoscpher is ¢hat the humanist requires
luntnwmnhhﬂ:nmwmm#uﬂﬂm“ﬂﬁh
thmwrnm-ntmir. In getting his centue the hu-
minurmulprhmuhtrﬂum,wulhmm.uu—
suttion,*™ It is well that & man should edfust himself fo the
muwnrﬁ-utmlmrm.nimuumr.MdMnh
be objective in the scientific memse| but bhumanims oalls for an ad-
hmthnﬂqmtmmimmhu'mm““u
wﬂnl'mmmm*ﬂllﬂﬁilmlm.lﬂlh

9eyorman Fosrstex, o¢ al, "Humaniem and imerice” p. 3%
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In this olash betwsen the humanists, with Mr. Irving
Babbit as the prinmoipal leader and the paturalists with Mr. Sinclair
Lawis as their spokesman. Itu_thﬂihtputln;hnrnwu
hes jost been Toashed but it is 20 oclose to us that just what ihe
outocms will be and what influence it will have cmnnot yet be told.

Anothar group of oritics or satirists ave at work in
our literary field, Mr. H. L. Heoken is a prolifie writer and
satirieal exitiec. The nst effest of his writings are, however, %0
producs self-satisfection and a feeling of false superiority, and
this naturally smcugh makes for personal passiviiy.

Juet what will be the effest of this torrent of satire
and oriticimm is the big question today. Whers are we, and whare ars
nqhﬂ lemmwwﬂlﬂhhuﬂh’-ﬁwmh—_
terested in the future of literature. But vho is to ansver the quss-
tion? We, of today, can only maké & guass.

Thatever eles one may say about novsls, thers are two
statemsnts that ave mot likely to be disputed. Oms le that many peo-
rhmmuuﬁn.mmﬂurumtmmhnﬂu-.
gvery publishing ssascm bwings its orcps of mastarpieces. A stulent
who watohes the weekly or monthly book reviews resds oVer snd over
the same sxpresaion, “the greatest movel of the year," until his mind
t-hmhnﬂﬂm.ﬂumnmnnnummturm
yoar, that he must furn ewvey with a sigh, saying, "I do not kmow.®
Pewildered,; harwied, dsafensd, ws are foroel to the somalusiocn that
nmhuﬂmuwwunmarutmmmmumm
knore..



And the tath is that in fiotion the standard 1s aston-
ishingly high. Ome could xeel off without a momeni's hesitation the
names of at least thirty writera of fiotion whoss works are thoroughly
compstent, decent, sincers, ingenicus, readabls. That 18 the heart-
breaking thing about 1t. The standard is as level as the top of &
nowly-trimaed hadge.

It i & wsll sstablished fact that thers is a passionais
rebellicn sgainst a realism which sseks {0 mske us walk ssdately in a
world where nothing but facte and oommon sense matiers. GSolence may
tsach us to make existence so much easier that we osn endure i% wiih
more squanimity, snd the realistic temper may toughin our minds 10 ao-
oept our lowly place in the universe. m:fﬂmhnﬂﬂuhuhl-
ering for hysointhe ws are likely sometimes to sicken of bread.

. It would almost ssem sometimes that the world is demand-
{ng & return to romantic litsraturs. The ory is "Escapel® To get out
of the dreary or, at bast, commonplace hexe end now "into the land
vhere T sm motj* to be free from routine end galling frusirations im-
wmwmbttummmmmmmnﬂnu—.n.mm
umaﬂm"mwmtmuwwmum
and oruslty iohering im vhat we know as facts; to be loossd fxom the
necsseity of trimming the sails; to hawe play for the wntemsd center
of the baing, which oan never be reconoilsd to ite bondage-—that is
the romantic impulse. For the west of us it is a desp mostalgio long-
1n£lhiﬂhmnlﬂlltﬂuﬂhlil.tml.lnﬂﬂ.ﬂIHHWHﬂ:
thﬂiﬂ-ﬂh—ﬁtﬂh—wﬂmm-ﬁrumumw:ﬁmm.

The seme things that apply o sctual life will also be
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applieablo to litoratura. Wo hoar on overy hamd that tho youth of today
onjoyn more frecdom than any goneration procoding it. Ue will agreo
that ho has woro opportunitios than ever bofore, but doos ha have moToe
froodont Indsod, I beliove wo aro never bofore oo tightly bottled wp
and povoer oo thoroughly lmprosecd with our gaat-1llks insdgoificaunss in
tho gomoral cohoss of things, our positlon is netwally barlor. For
ovory ndvanco in learning to meke oursolves physieally comiortable wo
havo paid with an 4llusion that from time imessorial has sorved 40
voll our quiverins smallness, This terrific conflict botsom tho -
lentlaon fﬂmﬂ of the age pushing us into tho renlistic atiltudo and
our avoroion for tho fact ia at hoart of waeh of thy mododn uarest

and woarinons, %o mlss the Criondly doors that have always stoad opon
and tho voilo that softensd the bloakuoss of what wo could not Ooeupo.
ho youth of today doos not mant rallty; thoy want TOGLICO, thay live
In an leaginative world.

Thore are Otbor algns that wmight lead ono to think that
the pondulea in litorntuee might oven selvg ook to elnsaiolem. Stu-
donts of lltoratore in high schools anl ¢ollogos of Amcrlon are ahowing
a partlenlor lntorest in the study af the anclont clnsples, And it io
vory probablo that our futweo wedtors will be pooplo who hoove been odu-
pntod in :.'ltﬁm;hmn in the pchools of today. The 1dterary prxiuetions
of today, howevor, do ot an yot poosons alassdienl toueh.

Ao Amerlea ontora the fourih decado of the contury, 1t
spoorn that the ties of experiecntation iu vorso han passed and that
o tondoney 1o 1o eeploy ontablished fomen, wxdified, but wot redieally
sslifled by the adoption of the bost that tho i Pootry® had to offor,
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In fiotion while the semsaticmal is still common enough, theres are in-
dioatlons that taste is changing, that sex and peychology play & lass
essential part apd that the readirg public is ready to welcome a dif-
forent type of novel when exsellsnt work sppears. Elogrephies which
ssorifics acourasy and fairnmess are still produced, though Bot gulte
po fresly as a few years agd. Prose sesays aye 80 varied that gaoe
sralization is impossible.

¥hile 1% would bs sbeurd o predict the ocourse of eny
mdthmrm.tmmmmhhmﬂthnmunmm
yoars will be & pericd of increasing conservatiem, in Which imericen
1iteyaturs will again find itself, and in vhich the imnovations thed
nmmhmt-ﬂlhmrﬂwthmthﬂwh-ntmt
yoaxrs.

thﬂinhninmutlmmthilmmﬂiumilﬂl
m-ﬂmumhmwummmmnhmmthﬂwm
years no 1iterary dsbutant of eny Teal importence has sppeared in the
Dnited States, but I know plenty of youmgsters of large promise, and
mﬂmthwuﬂnumuru--rm“tﬁuummlmﬂ
mw.rumrumtutmpﬂmimﬂ;MmﬂHMttu-
denoy to produce beatter wﬂwunuwmmwmuﬂ
writing and demanding better writing, “The present deprossion,” he
mu.wmnitmmmumﬁmtu-m-. thus
dl.mﬂmmmwﬂmﬂtmmﬂmm“ﬂhlm
thoir business,® Our new litersturs is to rise from quality, not frem

quantity, according to Mr. Menken, an sditor and oxitie.
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