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ABRSTRACT

Michelle D. Myles
A Study of Perceplions Among Counselors and Migh Schoaol Students Regarding
the Need for 2 Community College in Cape May County, New Jersey
May, 1997
Lr. Burness Broussard, Advisor
Community College Cducation

The purpose of thiz study was lo compare high schoal guidance cotnselors'
parceptions In general regarding college attendance with those of their
graduating students. It was posited, as well, that guidance counselar rankings
end the student rankings of five college-cholce aspects would be related:
ramely, that the guidance counselors' choices would be ranked in the same
ordey that the high school students’ choices were ranked, and that the students'
chalees wauld be significantly related to those aspects relevant to community
college allendance. A pilot study was conducted first over phoneg interviews of
the guidance counselors from the four public high-schools in Cape May County,
and two hundred high school senlor stiidents and 12 guidance counselors in the
four pubhic high schools located in Cape May County wers palied. A total of 115
sludent survays were uged In the chi-square analysis of the rank-order of the
categories, and the relevance of aspacts of colleas choice garmane to those
used in community college selection was found to be significant at the .05 level
of significance. Through clear and concise analysis using percentages and
tables, it can be said that a vast majority of students who were not planning on
attencing a community college would entertain the idea of attending one located
in Cape May County.



MINI-ABSTRACT

Michaile [, Myles
A Study of Perceptions Among Counselors and High School Students Regarding
the Need for a Communily Collzae in Cape May County, Mew Jersey
May, 1997
Dr. Burness Broussard, Advisor
Community College Education

The purpase of this study was to compare guidance counselors' percaptions
regarding college attendance with those of their graduating students, and to
suggest that students' choices would be related to aspects relevant to
community college attendance. The two aspects of college choice, germane to
those used in community college selection, were raniked as most important and
found to be =ignificent using Chi Square analyses,
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Chapter One

Introduction

This study sought to determine If students in Cape May County, New
Jersey would attend a community coliege located in the county. The
respondents, both high school guidance counselors and high school seniors,
were asked 1o rate the five reasons in order from most important to least
important to determine their relevance to the aspects surrounding the choice of a
community college. This researcher noted that there had been a previous study
that was conducted in the county over five years ago to detarmine high school
seniors' attitudes and planned actions in regards to a propesed community
coliege. This current study serves a follow-up of the [ast study done by the
Advisory Commigsion on the Status of Women in 1881, Tha 1991 study asked
the question of high school seniors "Would you be interested in attending a Cape
May County community college if one were built?". This investigation continues
by asking the students and counselors fo rank various aspects linked with
college selection. This design echoes the impetus for attendance 1o community
colleges by high school seniors as cited in mahy studies discussed in the review

of the literature later in this investigation



Purpose

The purposge of this study is to compare high school seniors’ perceptions
of the need of the community-based colisge in the Cape May County area with
those of their guidance counselors. This study atso compares high school
guidance counselors' perceptions in general regarding college attendance with
those of thair graduating students. In light of current legistation in Cape May
County surrounding the controversy around building a Community College
designed specificalty for use by citizens of Cape May County, it would seem
quite interesting to distinguish and examine the relationship between the views
of high school students, those that would be attending the college, from the
apinions of the high school guidance counsglors, or those who are voting for and
implementing plans for the community caollege. The views of the counselors, as
well as the students, are assessed using a survey in which the respondents rank
five college factors, in order from most to least impartant, that reflect the

stiudents’ opinions concerning college cholice.

Hypotheses

This study investigated the relationships between high school counselors
conceptions and high school seniors’ opinions regarding tha cheoice of a college,
The participants were counselers and seniors who resided in Cape May County.
It is posited that the guidance counselor rankings and the student rankings of

five college-choice aspects will be related. The guidance counselors' choices
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were ranked in the aame order that the high school students' choices were
ranked.

Hislory

Since the early 1800's, Cape May County has been seen by many
MNortheastern coastal states as "Vacationland®. 1 s a coastal counly — "By-the-
Sed”, as commonly referred to in brochures and pamphlets backoning o
summertime vacationars alf over the Northeastern coast, in slates like
Delaware, Maryland, New York, Penneylvania, and in such diverse counirios as
countries such as eland and Canada. Each year, the poputation of Cape May
County praclically quadruples as visitors from every place imaginable pout into
and filt ur the thousands of hotels, restaurants, boarding homes, amusements,
and beaches from one end of the county to the other.

The year-tound gitizens of Cape May County, or the "locals”, seem to be
forgatten In this maze of cxcitemant sach May to September. Many citizens
saem fo be caught up in the folly, engaging in summer jcbs that are only
lemparary, and collecting unempioyment, welfare monies, disabifity, or any cther
general funding that is available throughout the winter -- all while eagety
gwaiting the arrival of summet lo once again work and save monay to suppart
their families.

It is this last scoment -- the families -- that would rost benefit from the
sddrtion of a community college, or at least the jginture with ancther county's
community college. These familles do have children who are enthusiastic and

willihg to learn, and should be afiorded the same opportunitias as children from



other counties to continue their education after graduation from high schoaol. In
the light that many of the families of Cape May County are of ilcw-income {evais,
many bacause of this "summer state of mind" whera breadwinners are only
employed for four menths of the year during the summer rush, the asgretion of a
community college would be mare than beneficial - it is integral io the survival of
the families of this county in today's fast-paced, at-least-bachelor-level world,

The accessibility of a community college in any community seems of
paramount importance. The students of Cape May County, howaver, are faced
with & dilemma that not ane of the other students in pther counties of New
Jersey faces. They have no community college. These students do have
"access" 10 an extension center of another county's community ccliege, and are
able io rely on the charge-back system of their county, as the State giaiuie of
New Jersey requires (chapter 64A, County Colleges, Sections 18A 1- 78} 1o
obtain courses toward their college education. Yet, the mos! impaortant aspect of
a comrunity college, its accessibility and proximity to the citizens of that
community, is lacking. It is for this reason, the students of Cape May County are
at g grievous disadvantage

Cf the 21 counties in the slate of New Jersey, all of them house a
community college except for Cape May Gounty at the southemmost tip of New
Jersey. Long seen as "vacationland” by visitors, business owners, and
legislators of Cape May County, there seemed to be a shift in the interest of the
citizenry of Cape May County towards educaling themselves and their children
while attempting to keep the monies genarated from these activities in the
county, as demonsirated by the 1952 election of the first Demoerat, whose main

views encompassed higher education by developing a community college, to the



Cape May County Board of Freeholders since the Civil War. In 1981 ard 1882,
the Advisory Commission on the Status of Women in Cape May County
submitied a report 10 the Board of Freeholders io support the need for &
community coliege (ACSW, 1991}, This lengthly report cited structural options
for a county college, the impact of a county college on neighboring coilleges,
descriptions of Cape May County, financial projections for an operating budget
and unding analyses, as well as a high-school student questionnaire given o
approximately 70% of the county's gradualing seniors that year. The survey
indicated that 949% of the respondent students that were enrclled in grade 12
planned o continue their education atter high school in either four-year colleges
(55%;) or communily colleges {36%). A large number of the [atter percentage
stgted that they would aftend a community college if one were located ang
avaitable in Cape May County. 1t is as a {ollow-up 1o this survey more than five

years leter, as well as in addition to t, that this study takes form.

Dafiniti |

There are some terms and concepts that may nesd further clarification

Upon encountering them in the body of this study. Some of them are as follows:

Board of Freeholders. This is the governing body of Cape May Caunty.
Members of the Board of Freeholders are elected for iour-yzar terms of service
and are voted in by the eleciorate of Cape May County. There is only one

Democratic Frecholder, who is now in office, in comparisen to four Republican

)]



Fresholders. The county has been primarily Republican in status and
represantation in office since the time of the Civil War.

college choice model. The explanation of students’ decisions to go to
coliege and choice of college. Researchers have daveloped models to explain
that choice process. Many of these modals have demonstreted some overlap
with the sociolagically-bases status atiainment models. An important diference
is that tha coliene choice medels include factors that focuses specificalty on
students' high school experiences in addition to demographic factors such as
eocioeconomic status, parental education, sibling achievemant, and friendship
pattars. i alsc measures consistency of constructs studied, such as consistency
reqarding intluences on predisposition to atiend college anc student backgraund
charactenstics (Stage and Rushin, 1993).

cultural capifal This concept s Initially discussed in Bourdieu's work
(1984} in which he proposes a tramework for analysis that emphasizes the
concepts of cultural capital, habitus, and fislds. For Bourdiey, all human activity
is dirgciod toward accumulating capital as a means of maximizing econamic or
symbolic profit. Culfural capital is an important form of capital and is often
transizted into slite educaticnal credentials, Individuals with high cultural capital
have clear investment strategies of how much and what kinc of schooling they or
their children should have, Parents with high cultural capital attempt to secure
for theldr children as prestigious a college education as possible because they
know it will pay off in later job success and social status.

secieeconomic staius (SE£5). This term, when looking in a dictionary,
means petrtaining io, or signiying the combination ot interaciion of social and

economic tactors. For the purposes of this study, it is status in soclety as



dgetermined by now much money a family eamns -- for example, low-income,
riddie-income, ar high-income levels.
Assumptions

As this study is undertaken, there are a taw underlying assumpiions that
need clartfication, One of these is the presuppesition that the high schoo!
seniors surveyed were at least in the progess of thinking about thetr plans for
after graduation, thus, placing them in the proper staie of mind for answering the
survey.

Another assumption is in regards to the distribution of the student
surveys. Because this researcher could not be at the four public high schools at
the ttme of the survey disbursement, it must be assumed that the teachers or
counselors proctoring the survey did not enhance or sway the studenis towards
any one conviction while they were rasponding to the items

There are ceriain limitations concerning this study, especiaily in respect to
the randomness and size of the samples used for the survey. As afluded o
before, this researcher could not be present for the distributicn of the survey
materiais to the respondents. Therefore, the main contact person ai each high
school had to be familiarized with the concepts and was asked o choose and
survey the most heterogengous and random droup possible, Hence, some
sthools used their "Homeroom" period or their "Gym" pericds, while others used
their "General English” classes or "Senior Psychology" classes to reach the
widest, most random audience of senior high school students. Because of
different constructions of class schedules and institution peolicies throughout the

high schools, the researcher had to rely on the judgments of the contact person,



be It the Director of Student Activities or the Vice Principal, 1o gather the most
random assemblage of students possible to paricipate in tha survey.
Nonetheless, the modet shows promise for a better understanding of the college
choice process in Cape May County,

in spite of the restrictions on both the sample and the substance of this
research, this researcher believes strongly that attention to the perspectives of
methods of college choice of the high school students in the county needs to be
brought into discussions of whether or not to construct a cormmunity college in
the county because the behavior of these students will have profound impacts on

the fortune of that community college.

Civervicew

In Chapter 2, the perinent literature to the problem asserted is reviewed,
and simitar studies 1o the one suggested hers are explainad and summarized.
in Chapter 3, the sampls, design, and testable hypotheses zre reexamined and
fitustrated in & step-by-step process. All of these specifics leap to the conclusion
that this siudy was the nexi logical step in Gape May County's struggle to obtain

a community college.



Chapter Two

Heview of the | iler

Open access to education is what distinguishes community colisges from
all other educational institutions. It is through the community college
commitment {0 access that the American dream of universal higher education is
put into action and given substance. Community colieéges have become expert
at fifting into the context of people's lives and into the communities that they
serve, because of their proximity, thelr affardable tuition, and because of the
programs and services they offer.

The community colleges reach out to atiract those who were nat being
served by traditional higher education: those who could nat afford the tuition;
who couid not take the time to attend a ¢ollege on a fulllime basis; whose ethnic
background had constrained them from participating; who had inadequate
preparation in the lower schools; whose educational progress had been
interrupted by some temporary condition; who had become obsalgte i their jobs
ar had never been trained to work at any job; who needead & connection 10 obtain
a joh; who were confined in prisons; had physical disabilities, or otherwise
unable to altend classes on a campus; or who were faced with a nead to fill

increased leisure time meaningfully (Cohen & Brawer, 1896,



The community college provides a special link in the aducational chain. It
garves as the only avenue to igher education for many minornty students , older
students, first-generation college students, and & number of others who may
have drapped out of the educational mainstream. The comimnunity coflege
provides @ means for students 1o achieve their goals (Cardenas & Warren,
1991). Community colleges are indeed untraditional, but they are truly American
bacauss, at their best, they represent the United States at is best. Never
satistied with resting on what has been done befors, they try new approaches to
old problems. They maintain open channels for the individuals, enhancing the
social mobility that has characterized America: and they accept the idea thal
soclety can be better, just as individuals can better their 1ot within it (Cohen &
Brawetr, 19986).

Y&t many students do not have the chance to travel to the open door
beckoning to them, and it 1s these students, specifically in the Cape May County
ares of Southarn New Jersey, on which this deliberation concentrales.

How high-school seniors begome college siudents is a result of & few
interacting processes. Several models of student college cholce have been
developed to explain this process. Hossler, Braxton, and Coopersmith, in 1989,
identificd four types of college choice models. econometric, consumer,
sociological, and combinad. Each type of model postulates that a specific set of

factors determines outcomes of college choice.
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NModels of Ghoice

Econcmetric models assume thal individual students will enroll in &
nosisecondary educational institution if the perceived benefts of aiendancs are
greater than those of non-coliege alternatives (Hossler & Stage, 1992). This
modet is specifically imporiant in the current study, as allernalives to college
tilkely look much more appealing than coilege altendance, as many of the
famifies in Cape May County, especially in southern Cape May County, are of
lpwer class socineconomic status,  Adjustment to college is 2 significant problem
for entering students in general, but it 1s particularly acute for students from low-
SES backgrounds, Beczause such students often coms frorm minority othnic
groups and have limited financial resources, and because the parents of such
students often have limited formal education, low-SES students are clearly
gifferentiable from "traditional® mainstream college students (Cunningham %
Tidwelt, 1950)..

Several factors contribute to the difficulties students have in adjusiing o
the collage environment, just from coming from a low-incame Tamily. Ih contrast
with students whose parenis atiended college, many § not most, low-SES
students have not been able to bensfit from the implicit preparation of having a
college-educated role model in their hemes. In shorl, low-SES studenis must
make a greater social adjusiment 1o the typical coliege environment than theair
peers from higher-SES backgrounds (Cunningham & Tidwell, 1980} This
concept 1s also applicabte 1o the factor of distance to the nearest higher

aeducaticnal facility for the citizens of Cape May County. Why weuld the studenis

11



travel for over one hour 1o the nearest educational agency, and spend time and
money while attempting to reach if, when they could attain employment upon
graduation and begin to immediately earn monsay?

Consumer modeis of college choice employ a marketing perspective.
This mode! suggests that students estimate a minimal degree of costs and risks
associaled with coliege enroliment. [t has been suggested that non-monetary
costs and risks such as parental and peer expestations wera more influential in
the need arousal and information gathering stages than were monetary costs
{Hossler, Braxton, & Coopersmith, 1989). This mode of college choice would
prabably be moreg prevalent at a level where the student is either getting financial
aid for his of her education, or when the student is not paying for his education -
his parents are. In this situation, the student doesn't take into cansideration the
cost of attending an ingtitution ot higher learning, ang prebably takes more
sericusly where his or her frishds will be attending and/or outside activities of the
schoal {like sports or music involvements).

Scciclogical models are derivaiives of staius aftainment research. They
focus on factors that influence aspirations for college atiendance. The siatus
attainment process is concerned with the role played by various faciors in the
aliocation of individual pesitions or occupations of varying degrees of prestige or
status. Typically, family sociceconomic background is predicted to have a joint
positive effect on aspirations for college. Applicants apply tc and enroll in
college at the encouragement of family, friends, teachers, guidance counselors,
and cther sources (McDonough, 1984) as well. Encouraging and modeling
inciude family attitudes toward and encouragement of college attendance; and

abilities and experiences include individual capabilities of the student. Even

12



students who are not "high-achievers" or who have low GPAs are encouraged by
parents who are educated and/or from an educated background (Stage &
Rushin, 1993). Investigators found both parental expectations and parentai
enccuragement to be related to the likelihcod of a student’s attending a
postsecondary educationat institution (Hossler & Stage, 1982). in fact, Hossler
and Stage (1992) found that parental level of education, combined with parents’
educational aspirations for their children may be the best pradiciors f student
pastsecondary plans. In a qualitative study of the postsecondary plans of high
schoo! seniors in Pennsylvania, it was reported that as the family income and
educational level of parents increased, studenis started {o think about their
postsecondary plans earlier (Hossler & Stage, 1992).

Other information suggests that sgrioecenomic status may not directly
influence predisposition to attend college, but does directly influence student
high school achievement, which in turmn exeris a positive influence upon the
predisposition stage. Typically family economic factors and background was
predicted to have positive effecis on educational aspirations (Hossler & Stage,
1982). For example, parents from high status backgrounds might instil a
favorable attitude toward education in their children or they might impart the
value of forgoing present consumption and saving for educsation. Further, it can
ke noted that individuals with high cultural capiial have clear investment
strategies of how much and what Kind of schooling they or thelr children should
have. Parents with high cultural capital attempt 1o secure for their children as
prestigious a college education as possible because they know it will pay off in
later [ob success and social status. People from different classes make

"sensibie" or "reasonable" educational or occupational choices by looking at the
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people who surround them and observing what is considered "good” or
“approprate” {(McDonough, 1884). Further, parental encouragement
demonstrates the strongest direct and indirect influences throughout the modet
of college choice. It is a significant positive predictor of students' plans following
high school, students' degree aspirations, goal commitmeantis, and institutional
commitments. Additionally, it was the only positive predictor of persistence in
gollege. Parental encouragement was stronger than any of the commitment or
integration factors typically employed in persistence studies (Stage & Rushin,
1993),

Winbourne and Dardaine-Ragguet { 1993) agree that individuals,
including children and their parents, are inseparable from thair euitural and social
envirpnments. However, in an oppositional finding, they found that mainstream
students were not as positively motivated towards their ability in school as their
at-risk counterparts, and further, found that parents of at-risk studenis played a
more active role in their children's education than parents of mainstream
students.

While these models are typically examined independently of one ancther,
there are many variables that overlap the models. it is possible, then, to use
elements from each of these modeis to form an integrated theory of college
choice {Hossler & Stage, 1992). In other words, a student who is unsure about
college plans may view outside demands as more formidatle. A student with a
strong commitment to graduation may view college and high school experiences
maore positively. These experiences and demands continuzaily influence

commitment in locating a college (Stage & Rushin, 1893).
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Factors Contributing o College Choice

Froximity to the Campus

More than any other single factor, access to a community college
depends on proximity. Cven the highly selective University of Galifornia's urban
campuses draw three-quarters of their enleting freshmen fram within a fitty-mite
radius. Hence, the advent of the community coliege as nefghborhood institution
did more 1o open higher education to more pecple than did 118 policy of accapting
even those students who had not done well in high school.  Throughout the
nation, in qity after city 5 community colleges opened their doors, the percentage
of studenlts beginning college expanded dramatically  During the 1950's and
1980's, whenever a community college was established in a locale where there
had been nc publicly supported college, the proportion of high school graduates
in their area who began colizge immediately increased, sometimas by as much
as 50 pergent, and this pattern has not changed. Most people attending a
community college, according to the College Entrance Exarrination Baard (1988)
five close to the institution, within 40 miles, and of the altendees, 96 percent
commuts to the campus. In this example, the importance of having a community
college in a locale accessible to all of its students is inliegral (Cohen & Brawer,
1996). Location of the institution manifested itself as an influential factor again in
14891 when Marin & Dixon performed their study on college choice. They
declared proximity 10 be an external fagtar thal is highly influential when students
are conigidering a college to attend. In Slater's 1993 study of students'

parceptions of postsecondary institutions during the application process,
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reasonable geographic proximity of the institution probably contributed to all
applications throughout the United States, and was lermed one of the {op three
"most impressive charactaristics” for choosing a college. Arderson, Bowman, &
Tinto, {1572), found that the relationship between distance from a college and
college attehdance was complex and flugtuated in different states and among
students of various ability levels. Overall, it was discoverad that students who
Wved within 20 miles of a postsecondary instituiion were mars liely to enroll,

in 1891, Peek & Goldstein conducted a study in student college selection
behaviors in New York State. Using an interview technique, the regearchers
found that the college student's choice process was significently influenced by
location. Their findings provided a somewhat limited range of rationale to suppor
decigions on attending specilic communily colleges, however, geography played
an almost exclusive role in their decisions. Sixteen of twenly-live respondents
cited "convenience” and the desire not to relocate as reasons for their college
choices. For a few respondents, even if they were interested in a particular
program offered at community colleges that wers of some cistancs 1o their
homes, they chose other programs al mora accessible campuses, rated as
iesser in value to the fespcndent, rather than take up temporary residence at the
colicge further away (Pesk & Goldstein, 1921).

In a study conducted at William Rainey Harper Collece in lllinois, it was
found that most of the dedree credit students were persuadad o attend Harper
GG due to the proximity of the campus. It was also found that there was an
ingrease in people showing interest in taking public transpertation, although most
of the aredit students drove to the campus rather than riding with someaone else

or using public modes of transportation (Lucas & Meltesen, 1994).
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In & survey given to new students to assess academic and career plans,
goals, and factors that influenced their selection of GCTC, factors that influenced
the decigion o attend Gateway Community-Technical Golizge in Gonnecticut
(GCTG, 1990-1983) remnained the same and consistent in ranking over a three
year period: closeness to home and cost were ranked either one, twa, or three

each year between 1890 and 1993,
Cost and Tuition Fees

As has been described previously in this section, student and parant
socioeconomic status has a particularly critical effect on whether or not a student
decides 1o enroll in coliege or not, and lends credence to ancther considerable
aspect of community colleges -- their low cost.

in 1983, J. W. Evans, as part of an effori to stem an unexpected decline in
full-time community college students, a California community goliege surveyed
siudents o determine their reasons for taking fewer courses and to assess their
reactions to fee increases that spring at the college. It was 'Iounq that over 40%
of the ful-time students reported that they were unabie to enroll in &l of the
classes they wanted in the current semesier simply due io the fee ingreases qver
the soring. A similar study at Diablo Valley College in California {Birdsall, 1994)
indicated that the number of students under 20 years of 2ge had been declining.
and state-mandated fee increases were the main culprit for the trend.

McPherson & Schapiro (1994) used data oh the distribution of college
students by income background to analyze college choice cn a nationwide level.

They found that low income students were increasingly represented at public
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wa-year colleges, which representations of middle and uppar income studenis in
four-year colleges declined. Private four-year colleges had been ervolling a
declining she of upper income students, and public and two-year colleges’ share
of wealthier students had increased. This data seems to support the growing
emergence of the community college as a college of choice, even if only used for
the first two years of a four-year education system.

Marcia M. Lee (1995) asked the studants of Westchester Community
College "Why did you select WCC?", Among the top four asswers given, "low
cost of attendance” was chosen by a high percentage of students, even those
who were 22 and younger (66.1%). Two-thirds of the entire college poputation
(66.3%) indicated that the low tuition of the community was the number one
reason in deciding {o come fo WCC {(Lee, 1995).

Cluite a few student surveys have been administered at diverse
community colleges across the nation to determine students' reasons far
choosing that college and ultimately aftending it The January 26, 1994 The
Chronigle of higher Edueation reported a UCLA study saying there are record
proportions of sludents saying low luition was a very important and integral
reason why they pecked their college. In 1982, 32% of students rated cost as
the number ons reason comparad to only 16.6% in 1979.

Among the researchers who agree with this current fact was the isam at
Blinn Collage In Texas (1894), where 819 of their students indicated that tuition
and cost were the most substantial influsntial factors concarning their decision 1o
attend Blinn Gollege. The same or similar resulis were found at studies
conducted al Mississippi community colleges (Tarpley, 199z), New York state

community colleges (Peek & Goldstein, 1991), Wiliam Rainey Harper College in
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Falatine, Himois (Lucas & Metiesen, 1994), as well as in nationwide community

colleges (Aouse, 1994).

Urban vs. Rural Surroundings

Anderson and his colleagues also found that students who fived in urban areas
closer to colleges were more likely o attend a postsecondary institution,
because of the array of transporiation chaices (such as a bus, fraih, of a
carpool). Also, it is postulated that urban students have mcre of 2 "college mind-
zet”, 1n that their peers are attending college, college 1s in their future goals, and
their careers of choice require a further postsecondary education suck as a
bachelor's degree.

The results of a discriminate analysis done in 1878 by Lam & Hoffman
revealed that students who lived in rural areas were less likaly to enrall in
college, because of lack of transportation and the distance of the college from
the students' homes. In comparison to urban students’ attendance patierns, the
students from & rural setting have less of a "need" to aftend college because
their job chaices affer high school do hot reguire further schooling, such as a
family business associate or an agricuttural or selfi-producad commaodiy.

This current study continues the research done by Anderson and his
collezgues in 1972 and by Lam & Hefiman in 1975, almost 25 years {ater, and
applies their principles to & community in which thera is no Zollege cholce, two
vear or otherwise, in the area closer than 45 miles away. 7he only exception
that Cape May County has to this bleak secondary educational cutlook is a small

extension center of a neighboring community college, which ofters only 6% of
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the courses offered at the maln campus, which i3 45 miles away (ASCW, 1991).
This translates to students of Cape May County having to travel, in ail probability
at lzast once per month, to the main campus in the neighboring county in order
o visit its library, guidance counselors, advisors, financial 2id offices. bookstore,
and faculty, as well as for many other entities thal are located on a full
community college campus.

The studsents of Cape May County are also in a position in which they
cannot be classified as a entirely rural or completely urban setting. They are not
mare than 1 1/2 hours away from Philadelphia and Aitantic City, making their
county not far away from mainstream urban life, yet their lifestyles and small
town inclinations closely resemble a rural setling. Their largely rural job choices,
which do not require coltege, are abundant. This seems o reflect the tourism-
town mode of thought, in which the citizens do whatever they can tg make
maney and prosper off of the summer tourism industries. This means many
individually -owned stores, mom and pop restaurants and businesses, consutmer
services specifically geared towards the vacationers (such zs water ski rentals
and sightseer boat tours), and a lack of large chain-stores or franchisas which

take away from the independence and livelihcods of the market owners.

Fuidance Coungssior Racommendslions

Prospective students are significantly influenced in their decision {o attend
a particular two-year institution by the institution's academic programs and other
information that may only be available upon a very personal chat with 2 member

of the faculty or administration of a particular schaol. [n many cases, students



can't just travel 1o each and every college they are considering o get a "taste" of
that pariicular institution. As a result, students who receive adequate and
accurate information at the point of application are more likely to select that
nstitution. Guidance counselors can assume an active role through involvement
in the interviewing process in high school { Garing, 1983).

in a survey done throughout 7Q postsecondary institutions across the
country in 1993 (Slater), it was found that guidance counselar recommendation
is the most influential factor for selecting the colleges to which the students
applied. Intwo recent studies, it was surmised that approximately three-fourths
of the high school students used their guidance counselar s a source of
information (Johnson, Stewart, & Eberly, 1992), and are an especially important
information source Tor low-income students. Using a queslionnaire {o survey
college freshmen entering a large midwestern university coicerning their callege
choice decision-making process, the students were asked whether or not they
considered each of fifteen different factors. They were also asked 1o indicate the
importance of each of them on a 5-point scale. It was found that 70% of the
freshmen made their choices during the senhior year in high school. For all of
those students, the most often identified resource was high schoot guidance
counselors. The counselor was identified as a resource more often than parents
or high school teachers (Johnson, Stewart, & Eberly, 1992).

HRon Moss and Robert Young tested faculty and counselor perceptions of
college-bound students in 1885, Analyses were done for the refationships
between administrators and students, facuity and students, and the guidance
counselors and students. 1t was found that the guidance counselor scores had

lowest amount significant difierences from the students' responses on the



following subscales: course learning, learning skills, writing skills, and
experiences with faculty. 1t is not uncommaon to hear high school counselors say
that teaching faculty do not know students as well as they do. 1f this statement is
correct, then counselors should come closest to assessing the real academic
and soctal integration of underprepared students. However, the inatructions in
this administration of the CCSEQ, a test designad 10 measure the amount,
scope, and quality of effort studants put into their college experience, direoted
the counseling subgroup to answer the quastions in the way that they percelved
their students, especially the underprepared ones, wauld. Therefors, the
discrepancy, albeit small, between the counhselors' responses and those of

underpreparad students cannct be ignored (Moss & Yolung, 1955)

Pittering Opinigns

Consequently, in a 1990 study done by Sanders, it was discovered that
counselors hold quite different opinlons than those of studerts contemplating
college entrange. There are several reasons that accounted for the diffetences
ot opinion between sludent and guidanee counselor, according to Sanders
(1980). it can be argued that professional guidance counsglors, with years of
exparience mteracting with a wide variety of college-bound students, undoerstand
more completely the subtle influgnces that comprize the entire college selection
process. For example, sludents were primarily concerned about expectations
related to how a given college can prepare them for entry Into a highly
competitive employment marketplace. Counselors, however, recognize that the

total college experience must be assessed sarly in the selection process.  |n this



ragard, for example, counselors clearly appreciate the significance of an
institution's location. They rank this vanable highly in recognition that students
can expect very different campus lifestyles at urban universities in large
metropolitan areas as compared to a small campus in rural areas closer o their
hometown. But duiing the inquiry slage siudents appear not to aporeciate fully
how this expectation will influence their college selection. Also, this data
indicates that students exhibit less concern about what to expect from colleges in
terms of cost than do counselors. Perhaps they assume aif colleges pravide the
same levels of need-based support and also believe, of course that thay will
receive merit-based schalarships! Guidance personnel are much more
Knowledgeable about what students can realistically expect regarding cost of
college, and, rank this expectation as second most important (Sanders, 1590,
Carnagie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 1936).

{ne of the main reasons why coungelors were notad as having ditfering
opinions and expectations than their studants is that the counsetors must advise
hundreds of students -- between 320 and 470, ageording to various cstimates.
They have little ime 1o visit colleges or talk at iength with college
representatives. As a result, the guidance counselors report having
comprehensive information on only about 15 1o 25 four-yoar colleges and only &
to 7 two-year colleges (Carnegie Foundation for the Advancament of Teaching,
19863, in four of the ten largest U. 3. cities, the average high schoaol counsslar-
to-student ratio is 1:740. At its best, the national average of one guictance
counselor 1o 325 public high school studentis does not allow for much persanal

attention { MeDonough, 1994).



Pat McDonough, while doing a projeci when she studied the influence of
social class and high-schoal guidance oh a student's percention of her
opportunities for a college education (1994), found that the phenormenon of
admissions management lo be only an upper-middle-ciass income level one.
The school was a high-SES one and a privale preparatory schog!, where the
caunselor o student ratio of 1:56 is comparable to the U, § private preparatory
school average of 1:65.

It is this iast McDonough study that this researcher feels relates most to
the Cape May County public high schocls. Although the schools re public, and
the vast majority of the students atlending the high schools are of low- to middie-
SES lavels, thare are only from 100 to 150 students in each grade of the four
public high schools asked to complete the survey Instrurmert. This woid
indicate, that even though the students are from lower income levels and in a
public high school, that ihey are receiving individualized attention from their
guidance counselors due 1o the low number of students actually enrolled in each
grade level of the high school. These students are receiving extended time o
talk with a counselor, to answer questions about individual schools, (o help with
application essays, even to have conferences with the studsnt and the parents
about suitable choices for postsecondary education based ocn GPA, curricuium
choizces, and SAT coaching. It would then be expected that the guldance
counselors from these public schools in Cape May County would have
responses that most resembled their students' responses to influences on
college cholce,

It is at this point that the study at hand will augment previous studies

doheé in regards to the subject of student college choice: When the question is
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whether or not to build and support a community college, wiill sehior high-schoal
students and their high-schoo! guidance counselors agree on the reasons why
seniors choose their colleges? And further, will high-schooi seniors in Cape May
Ceunty, demonstrate support, by ranking five attendance variabies from most to
teast important, for a community college by attendance due to the proximity and
iow cost policies that community colleges have in commaon? 1t is this question
that the county of Cape May attempted to answer through the Advisory
Commission on the Status of Women five years ago, and that tha current study

will answer in a more descriptive nature, vet smaller scale, at this time.

Summary

Open access to education is what distinguishes community colieges from
all other educational institutions. The community college provides a special fink
in the educational chain. It serves as the only avenue to higher education for
many minority students , ¢lder students, first-generafion college students, and a
rnumber of others who may have dropped out of the educational mainstream.
The community college provides a means for students to achieve their goals.

An exhaustive Iiterature review suggests that there is in fact a tested and
structured meotivation behind high school seniors' choices of a postsecondary
institution and importance of specific aspecis. Several iactars contribute to the
difficulties student have in adjusting 1o the college environmeant, simply from
coming from a low-income, uneducated family. In 1992, Hossler and stage

found that parental level of education, combinad with parents' edugational



aspirations for their children may be the hest predictors of student
postsecondary plans.

Mare than any other singie factor, access 1o & communlity college
depends on proximily. There has been an caiegorical acceptance throughout
the nation that having & community college in a locale ageessible to all of its
students is integral (Cohen & Brawer, 1596). In Slaler's 1993 siudy of students'
perceptions of postescondary institutions during the applicalion process,
reasconable geagraphic proximity of the institution probably contributed 1o afl
applications throughout the Uniled States, and was termed one of the top three
"most impressive characteristics” for choosing a college. Further, Anderson,
Bowman, & Tinto (1972) found that the relationship between distance from a
college and college attendance was different amang states and students' ability
levels. Overall, though, it was discovered that students who lived within 20 miles
ol a poslsecondary institution were more likely to snroll.

Cast has proved as a very influential factar, almost the most influential,
ameong college choice in high school students. McPherson & Schapiro (1994)
used data on the distribution of college students by income Hackground o
analyze college choice on a nationwide ievel  They fourd that low income
students were increasingly represented at public two-year colleges, which
representations of middle and upper income students in Tour-year colleges
declined.  The January 26, 1994 The Chronicle of higher Education reported a
UCLA study saying there are record proportions of students saying low iuition
was a very important and integral reason why they pecked their college. In
1992, 32% of students rated cost as the number one reason compared to only
16.6% In 1979.
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Anderson and his colleagues also found that students who lived in urban
greas closer to colleges wete mare likely 1o altend a postsecondary institution,
hecause of the array of transpottation cholces (such as a bus, train, ora
carpooi), Also, it is postulated that urban students have more of a “college mind-
set”, in that their peers are attending college, collene is in theair future goals, and
therr cereers ot choice reguire a further postsecondary education such as a
bachelor's degree.

Guidance counselor information recommeandation has been found as the
most influeniial factor for selecting collegas to whick students appliad. In two
recent studies, it was surmised that approximatsly three-fourths of the high
school studets used their guidance counselor as a source of information
(Johnson, Stewart, & Ebetly, 1992), and are an especially impottant infarmation
source tor low-ingome students,

Consequently, in a 1990 study done by Sanders, it was discovered that
counselors hald quite different opinions than those of students coniemplating
college entrance. There are several reasons that accounted for the differences
of opinion betweaen student and guidance counselor, according to Sanders
(1990). One of the main reasons why counselors were notad as having differing
opinions and expectations than their students is that the counsalors must advise
hundreds of students - between 220 and 470, sceording to varicus sstimates.
They have little time to visil colleges or talk at length with college
representatives. As a result, the guidance counselors report having
comprehensive information on only about 15 to 25 four-vear colleges and only 5

ta 7 two-year colleges (Carnegie Foundstion for the Advancement of Teaching,
1988).
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As [s alluded 1o in the review of relevant literatiure, tha relationship
heotwean responses will be evident dus to the small numbears per grade in the
public high schools, thus affecting the high sehogl student ; guidance counselor
ratio in these schools. The importance of ceriain aspeacts refaled to college
chokce, as ranked by the students and guidance counselors, will also be
cxamined. Through the use of a short survey given to high achcol students and
guidance counselors at public high schools in tha Cape May County area, 1t is
specuiated thal the highest ranked values by both students and guidance
counsetors in favor of attending a community college in the area wilt be
associated with cost and proximity to the home; namely, the two vital influences
on eoltege choice lacking in the county because of the absence of a community
college, or any postsecondary educational institution with the exception of a Voo
Tech School, i the area and surrounding vicinity of Cape May County. Itis
turther presupposed that many students whe indicate on their surveys that they
gre planning tc attend a four-year institution or not planning on attending &
collage at ail will maintain that they would attend a communiy college i it were in
the county, diving credence o the growing list of reasons why Cape May County
should have an accessible county college for their voung adult population.

It is =t this point that the current study will geugment previous studies done
in regards lo the subject of student college choiczs  In Chapter 3, a desigr and
procedure for the analyses of miscallaneous variables will be offered and

gescnbed in a step-by-step format.
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Chapier Three

Samnple

‘the sample for this study was defined as high schoo! seniors who were
cnrolled in & public four-your high school institution. The bopulation of students
irorm which the sample was drawn was all senior students i the four public high
schaols in Cape May County, and further limited to 50 students from sach of the
four high achools, totaling 200 surveys distributed in all. OFf the 200 distributed
surveys, 182 were returned o the guidance counselors as usable. Further, of
the 192 total surveys, they were almost evenly disbursed as lollows for each of
the four public high schools: 50 (26%) from Lower Township High Schootl, 43
{23%;) from Wildwood Figh School, 51 (26%) from Middle Township High School,
and 48 (25%) from Ocean City High School. Some of the surveys given were
returnad "unranked"; that is, the student filling out the survey did not rank the five
aspects relating o college aftendance, yet completed the first two questions on
the survey peartaining to plans after high schoal and attendance o a community
collage i there were to be ohe located n Cape May County. The majority of
"unranked" surveys belonged to students who chose to not continue thedr
education afler high schoal or to those who chose to go to 2 four-year college,

not & two-yedr college. The reasoh that they were hot "ranked" could be



because of & miscommunication 1o the student on the part of the proctor of the
survey, of because of unclear directions on the survey instrument itself. The
total of the "unranked” surveys was 77 (40%), leaving 115 (50%) "ranked"
surveys to be used in further anzlysis. The students surveved were drawn from
the senior classes of each of the four schools by the guidance staff of the
schools

Given the exploratory context of the study, demographic variables (such
as gender and high schoo!f grade point average) were not askead for from the
participants in the study, as the study's main concern was first and foremost the
studenis' responses 1o the college choice question, and in specific, those
choices as they related to proximity and cost of & college education and
guidance counselor encouragement. This study was not concerned with the
effects that such factors as gender and high schoo! grade paint average have on
the college choice process. Socioeconomic status of the schoo! communities
was characterized as by the school guidance counselors: Ocesan City High
School ang Middle Township High School was comprised of mostly middie-class
and some lower-class students, while Wildwood High School and Lower
Township High School were characterized as mainly lower-class and somse
riddie-class by the school administrators. Overall, it can bz said that many
studenis in attendance at Ocean City High School and Middle Township High
School were from middle-income families, while the majority of the students from
Lower Township High School and Wildwood High Schoct were from

lower-income families.



Measures

A chi square goodness-offit analysis will be used to determing f there is
a relationship between the expected student responses to the five ranked
aspacts and the responses given by the students on the surveys  in arder ta
examine the relationship and likeness between guldance counsalors’ and
students' responses to the five ranked aspects of college cholee; smaller-scale
analyses will be done, using percentages and tables. |t is anticipated that the
guidance counselors' responses will resemblz the students' responses, 1t is
additicnatly foreseen that the students' will rank the categories of "cast" and
“oroximity” as the first and second most Important reasons for college chaice. In
other words, it is predicted that the larger percentage of students’ number “ohe”
and "wo" rankings will be in the catagories of "proxmity” and "cost”; the two

variables maoslt attributed to community college choice.

insirumentaticn

Fitoi Study

An initial ptiot study was conducted because the survey instrument was
developed by the researcher; thus, the aspects that were 10 be included in the
survey for ranking by the participants had to be aspects ihat the guidance
counselors end students thought wers important, not reascns thought as integral

by the researcher. In this fashion, the "ranked" reasons inciuded in the survey
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were obtained and extracted by the telephone interviews conducied with the
guidance counselor staff.

Although there are standardized instruments available to measure student
commitiment and involverment, such as the SIQ B {(Student involvement
Cestionnaire, Hl Revision), many of these siudent standardized tests inglude
reasons tor college choice as defined by factors that are not related to the
quastions posed by this particular study. Some of those factors hot explored In
this particular study include sthnicity, gender, involvement in high achool
aclivities, academic track, and grade point average. This study was spacific to
the geographic location and linancial situaiion of the siudaents tested. Since this
county has one of the rare instances in which there is no choice of a community
coliege (with the exception of an extension center of another county's college),
these guidance counselors were in a distinctive position to comment on the
affects of such a situation on their students. Their commenis were of significant
consideration o this survey instrument, and therefore constituted the five
reasons that were ranked in order of impartance by the respondents. The actual

survey instrument can be seen in Appendix A,

Design

A pilot study was conducted tirst over phone interviews of the guidance
counselors from the four public high-schools in Cape May County usad in this
investigation. This was done by asking the guidance stafl specific, vel apen-
ended, questions pertaining to thair senior class, 1.e.; their comments on ther

students' perceived choices in continuing education, how the addition of a
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sommunity college in Cape May County would benefil the sludents of thair
schools if at all, thelr opinions of the dizadvantages their students face because
of living in Cape may County, and their predictions, reasons, and explanations of
why seniors choose the college they choose,

The guidance staff was informed by the researcher to draw students from
the most homogeneous populalion possible, for example, in gather data from
students in a gym peried or a homeroom period, anhd hot frem an advanced
placemant class or remediation class of any kind, as well as not froin any type of
class that did not include all senior-level students. Guidance counselors were
also asked o fill out 3 surveys whera they ranked the aspects, |ust as their
siudents had done, so that the data could be kept constant and casicr to analyze
fater. Filty surveys were distributed to the four high schools, and collected by the
rasearchar when they were completed, approximately one week later,

This instrument, as self-constructed by the researchear, does not have
established reliability and validity measures. However, the questions in the
survey and the items for rank/analysis are constructed in a content valid manner
referencing statements made by guidance counselors during the piot study
jinked io this ressarch. Further, Floyd J. Fowler, Jr.'s Survey Research Methods
{1488) was used to design an appropriate survey tool. Basad on all of the above
meantioned aspects, an assumption of this study i$ that the survey distribuied has
adeqguate reliability and validity for the purposes of this study. In keeptng with
current trends, 1o date, the vast majority of information regarding collsge choice
has heen determined using single-item measurss, interview techniques, and

sUrvey questionnaires (Martin & Dixon, 1891).
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Tastable Hypotheses

it is hypothesized that there will be a relationship between the high schoot
gutdances counselors' rankings of college choice aspects and the students'
rankings of the same criteria. [t is furthar posited that most of the respondents’
rankings: that is, a greater percentage than for the other three reasons, for
college choice will be: for reasons involving "proximity” and "cost®. Lastly, by
charting the frequency of choice, il is flinally presumed that students who indicate
on thetr surveys that they are either uninterested in atiending college, or whose
plans are already made to attend a four-year institution, wilt show that if a
community college were accessible and avatlable to thermn in Cape May County,

they would consider atiendance to that educational instituticn.

Analyses

it iz assumed that the population used in this survey is normally
distnbuted. | he chi square analysis s deemad appropnate due 1o the nominal
nature of the deta accumulated in this study. In addition, tha chi squars test for
gondness-of-fit, in which the proportion of rankings are measured, the

gdimensions for the nuil hypothesis would be as follows:



transportation = 20.0 %

ha strict entrance requirements = 20.0 %
undecided on a major = 20.C %
cost (tuition) = 20.0%
proximity (closer to home) = -20.0 %

Total = 100.00 %

The dimensions for the expected proportions of rankings in each specific

category will be as follows:

transportation = 8.7 %
no strict entrance requirements = 8.7 %
undecided oh a major = 5.7 %
cost (tuition) = 40.0 %
proximity (closer to home) = _40.0 9%

Total = 100.C %

As is demonstrated numerically above, it is predicted that the majority of
the first and second reasons for choice of a college will be eithar "cost” or
“tuition”. The third, folurth, and fifth ranked items; "ransportation”, *no strict
entrance reguirements”, and "undecided on a major”, respectively, will be
minimally chosen as the first or second most important reason for choosing a
college, and will more likely be given the rank of "three", four”, or five" in weight.

The chi square analysis will be carried out at a .0% level of significance.

The actual raw numbers and percentages of high school students’ responses as
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well as guidance counselors' responses, hoth broken down by spacific high
school and combined 1o give pverall parceniages, can be seen in Appendix B.
The analysis of student choices as a function of whether ar not they would
aftend a locally imptemented community college, even if plans had besn
previously made o got to a four-year college or to not atiend any college, will be
descriptive in nature and will be done using a frequency chart and
percentzge/proportion breakdowns. There will also be an anatysis of student
answers as compared with guidance counselor answers, prasented as frequency

¢charts which can be viewed in the Appendix B, in Tables B1 thru B9.

SUTENANY

1ha complete sample size of this study is 192 senior-level high school
studenis, and 13 guidance counselors at four (4) public bign scheals in Cape
May County. The survey instrument wes a self-made instrumant by the
researcher, and was consiructed using refiable and content valid means which
are related 1o and a ¢riterion of the prefiminary pilot study. The survay
consisted of a question pertaining to what the students' plans were alter
graduation from high school, if the studeni would ke interested in attending a
community college if one were 1o be built in Cape May County, and then both
student and guidance counselor was asked 1o rank five aspects related to
college choice. Students and guidance personnel completed the same survey
instruments in a matter of one week, yielding a final return of 115 ranked surveys
from the students and 13 ranked surveys from the guidance counselors,

althcugh the total of 192 surveys will be used in other ahalvses which add 1o the



meaning and relevance of the five ranked aspects in the survey. A percertage
and raw number tables will be constructed o determine the relationship and
likeness between the guidance counselor rankings and the student rankings. A
chi square goodness-of-fit test will be performed to support the position that
most of the respondents’ rankings; that is, a greaier percentage than for the
other three reasons, for college choice will be for reasons involving "proximity”
and "cost”. Lastly, a frequency distribution will be construciad to analyze how
student cholces would change in regards to plans after high schoal if the choice

of a tocally implemenied community collage were present in their county.
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Chapter Four

Besgults

in support of the previously stated hypotheses, it was found that a
significant number of respondents ranked as reasons numbars one and two,
praximity and cost of allendance. Results from the chi squane for the first
analysis, meaning totals for the rank of number one lor proximily and cost, was
12.B0 (with degrees of freedom edqualing four) al the alpha lavel of .05, Further,
chi square totals for the rank of number five for proximity and cost was 22.52,
again at alpha level .05 and considering four degrees of freedam. A compilation
of tha raw data used for analysis can ba viawed in chart form in Appendix B,
Table B10. The raw dala in a format divided amaong the individual high schootls
surveyed, broken down for students and guidance counselors, can be seen in
Tabies B1 thru B9.

Simitarity of the guidance counselors' opinions and high schog! students'
cpinions was troken down further into specific high schools and their guidance
counselors’ opiniona. Overall, though, it can be said that the guidence counsslor
apinions mirrored the students' opinions, in that they also ranked accessibility
and cost of attendance as the most important tow reasons that thelr students

would chocse a college.  Also, guidance counsetors also held as important the



fact that therg are no strict entrance requirements for their students st the
communily college: level. The guidance counselors' responses from the
Individual high sehools can be seen in Tables B1 thru B4; the combinad
responses in ali of the public high schools in Cape May County are in Table B8,
both located in Appendix B. Further statistical analysis of these guidance
counselor results was not permitted, as a chi-square tool cannot bs used in such
a small sample as is the case with the thineen quidance counselors that were
polled in this study
A brriel analysis was done, in addition, congerning tha students'
acceptability of & communily college even 1T they had already chosen {o atiend
another college or not to attend college at all. A breakdown of Cape May
County's high school students’ plans after high achool can ke ssen i Table B11,
in Appendix B Acceptability may be operationally defined in this case as the
students' willingness {o go to a community college, if one were located in Cape
May County. Those afflirmative results tended 1o center around the two-year
college atiendess and the students who chose to work; groups cansisling of 54
and 14 students, respectively. Of the students who were already expecting to
attend another two-year college, 90% of the indicated on thair survays that they
would rather attend a college located in Cape May County. |h addition, of the
studenis who indicated that they ware expecting to work and not go to college,
79% said they would attend a coliege in Cape May County if they bad a choige.
Upaon & closer ook at the numbers, however, a small o moderate percentage of
gach of the four types of students identified : fcur-year college attendees, two-
year college attendess, those who planned to work and no? go to college and

those who planned to anter the military and not enter collega, can be said o
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have been persuaded to atiend a community college if one were available in the
county in piace of their original plans. The table in iis enlirety can be sean in

Appendix B, Table B12.

mmar

in short, the relationship between Cape May County's guidance
counselors and high school students has been studied and it can be said that
counseiors' ideas and students’ ideas for attending college are largely the same.
Furthey, chi square analyses werg dane 1o detertnine strengih of the hypothesis
that most students would rank as the most important reasons for attendance to a
college "accessibilty" and "cost of attendance”, at a significance level of .05.
Lastly, a clear analysis using percentages and tables was done of students’
plans after high school as they relate 1o the pending acquisition of a community
college in Cape May County. Altcgether, it can be said that a vast majority of |
students who were planning on attending other community colleges, and who
were planning 1o work and not go to coilege at all, would enteriain the ides of

attending a community college locsied in Cape May County.



Chapter Five

Bynopsis

Community colieges have become expert at fitling into the context o
pecple's lives and into the communities that they serve, because of their
proximity, their affordable tuition, and because of the programs and services
they offer. The community colleges reach out to attract those who ware not
heing served by traditional higher education: those who could not afford the
tuition: who could not take the time to attend a college on a full-time basis;
whose ethnic background had constrained tham from participating; who had
inadequate preparation in tha lower schoocls; whose educatiohal progress had
baen interrupted by some temporary condition; who had become cbsclate in
their jobs or had never been trained to work at any job; who needed &
connection to obtain & job; who were confined in prisons; had physical
disabilities, or otherwige unable to attend classes on a campus, o who were
faced with a need o fill ingreased leisure time meaningiully (Cohen & Brawer,
1996). The community coliege provides a special ink in the educational chain.
It serves as the only avenus to higher education for many minorily students |
older students, first-generation college students, and a nurmber of others who

may have dropped out of the educational mainstraam.
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The accessibility of a community college in any community sgems of
paramount importance. T he students of Cape May County, however, are faced
with & dilemma that not one of the other students in other counties of New
Jorsey faces. They have no community college.

This study addressed five major reasons why studants in Gape May
County would attend a community college tocated in the county, and inviled the
respondents, both high school guidance counselors and high school seniors, 1o
rate the five reasons in order from most important to least important. The
complets sample aize of this study was 192 senior-levet high school students,
and 13 gudance counselors at four (4) public high schools in Cape May County.
The survey instrument used was a self-made instrument by the researcher, and
was constructed using refiable ahd content valid means which are related to and
a ctiterion of the preliminary pllot study. The survey consisied of a quastion
neftaining to what the students' plans were after graduation from high schoot, if
the student would be interested in attending & community college i one were o
b Lullt in Cape May County, and then both student and guidance counselor was
askad to rank five aspects related to eollege choice.

Students and guidance personnel completed the same survey
instruments in a matter of one week, yielding a final return of 115 ranked surveys
from the students and 13 ranked surveys from the guidancs counselors,
although the total of 192 surveys were used in other analyses which add to the
Ineaning and relevance of the five ranked aspacts in the survey. A frequency
table was done to determing the relationship and likenass between the guidance
counsclor rankings and the student rankings, which can be seen in Appendix B..

A chi square goodhess-of-fit tests were performed to suppert the contention that
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maost of the respondents’ rankings; that is, a greater percentage than for the
nther three reasons, for college choice will be for reasons Invoiving "proximity”
and "cost™: or ranks oneand two. Hesults for the chi squara tests were found to
be significant at the .05 level of significance.  Lastly, another frequency
distribution table was constructed to analyze how student choices would change
in regards 1o plans after high school 1if the choice of a locally implemernted
communily college were present in their county, in the foliowing pages,
concllsions of this study as well as a discussion of these results will be
presented first in the "Conclusions” portion; in a precise, summanzed format,
and then In a more detailed, problem-orienled viewpoint Iin the "Discussion”

section of the review,

Conglusions

The following conclusions were reached in the present study:

1. in determinirg the relevance of high school students' and guidanse
eounselor rankings for reasons influsncing their choice of a college 1o
attend, a chi squars test for goodness-of-fit was used and the results were
tound to be significant; yieldihg for the leading rank <f number ane fot

proximity and costa X =12.80, df = 4, at the alpha izvel of .05
2. Further, chi square totals for the rank of number two for proximity and

cost was 22.52, again at alpha level .05 and ceonsidering four degrees of

freedom. Two chi square tests were provided 1o distinguish the two ranks
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from one ancther and 1o also further clarify the iwo itams as being
prominent choices separately, and not entirely mutually exclusive in

nature.

3. Iniooking at the Tables in Appendix B; and in specific, Table B9, it can
be clearly seen that Cape May County public high school guidance
counsclors have also ranked cost (tuition) and accessihility {proximity to
home) as the most important reasons for choice of a college for

attendance.

4. Cape May County's high schoal sehicrs' plans would certainly have
been different if a community college were located in the county’, as is
shown in Table B12 in Appendix B. Ninety percent of the studenis who
were already planning to attend another 2-year college said that they
would attend a community college locally, in Cape May County, as well as
79% of the students who responded that they were going to work and not

1o college.

Because Cape May County is in the unique situation of being the county
in the state of New Jersey to not have their own community college, this study
has demonstrated the need for a community college in & distinctive way by
asking students what their preferences were for college attendance and relating

those preferences to major reasons why any student would choose a community



college, as welt as comparing those choices to those of the very students'
guidance counselors at the same high schools that they atiend. The method of
surveying the guidance counselors and students fram the same schoot and
comparing their answers is helpful, especially in this situation, as the addjtion of
a community college in Cape May County is pending in legislature in the county
as this report is being written. 1t is a concise but meaningful way to take into
account the opinions of those who would be attending a community college but
who are not yet of voting age (students) and those who would be voling on such
a change for the county (guidance coungelors), who would not necessarily be
attending the college but who are said to be representative of the majority of

nersons who would be in attendance .

Guidance Counsalor vs. Student Choices

in this particular investigation, enly 13 guidance counselors were
surveyed for comparison to approximately 115 students' choices. Althotgh the
actual number of students surveyed was 192, although only 115 students ranked
their surveys, either through a miscommunication of directions by the proctors of
the survey or through misunderstanding the directions on the survey instrument.
As stated in the Results section of this report, because of the small number of
guidance counselors in the public schools of Cape May County, & statistical
analysis was hot plausible in this situation. [n comparing Table B9 to Table B10,
the summary tables of the guidance counselor and student responses, it can
clearly be seen that the counselors and students agree upon reasons for

college attendance. The guidance counselors actually felt that the "no strict
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entrance requirement” issue was a particularly important ore along with fuition
ang accessibility options, as they are probably acutely aware that many of thetr
students will not be able to enter a four-year college, even It they tnied, with their
faw grades and test scores. a fact that students all too easily overlook in
adolescence, as evidenced in the student ranks in Table B10 under the same
heading. This guidance counselor view 15 indicated by the numbers in Table B9,
The guidance counseiors ranked as numbers 1 and 2 the "no strict entrance
requirement” atmost as much as "cost', and even morg so than "accessibility”,
gapacially In the number 2 rank place (8% as compared to 31%). The duidance
counsslors ranked "undecided on a major” as a least imporlant variable in
student choice of eollege; while the sludents gave that aspect a sormewhat lavet
ranking; that is 1o say that across the chart, "undecided on & major” did not differ
in as many peroentage points from ranks 1 through 5 as did other aspects of
coliege choice, such as with "cost” or "accessibility” (see Table B10). This is
interesting to note, as the students seemed to be much more perplexed by their
indecision than their guidance counselors were!

Students are influsncad by parental and counselor expectations regarding
the callege experience, but more impartantly, guidance counselor
recommendation has been regarded as one of the most influgntial faciors in
college selection, aside from location of the institution and linancial reasons
{Slatar, 1993). There are conflicling opinions, though, In the research about the
amount of influence on students that guidance counselors have, as well as their
congruence of opinlons with thosa of the students they counsal. As has been
understood sarfier, current research finds that high school counsgslors' opinlons

as to what their seniors expect from universities vary significanily from those of
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their students (Sanders, 1590). For example, In Sanders' study in 1550 &t
Washington State University, it was found that "career opportunities after
graduation” was ranked as Important by both student and guidance counselos,
aithaugh students ranked it as the most mportant expectation of all of the values
viewad {a range of elght altogether), while guidance counselors ranked it as
seventh ih welight.

There are several reasons that account for the differsnces of cpiman.
One of the most obvious is that professional guidance counselors are aduts and
have had years of exporienca in interacting with a wide varety of colege-bound
studenis, and are said to understand more completely the subtle influences that
comprise the entire college selection process. |h the initial inquiry stege,
students are primarily concethed about expectations related 1o how 2 given
coliege can prepare tham tor entry into a highly competitive emplayment
marketplace, oF how much 1t 15, or now they plan on traveling 1o there o ving
away from homea. Counselors, however, recognize that the total college
experience must be assassed sarly in the selection process (Sanders, 18903
This includes whather or not the student wili be accepted for admission due 2
scores on tests and if the schoaol has worthy programs for the students' interests
and abiliies. Guidance personnei are much more knowledageable about what
students can realistically expect regarding aid, and therefora rank cost as a top
priority in college chaoice and application.

In this situation at hand, though, the students were alsc "thinking aheag”
ir ranking cost as one of the fundamentals in college cholice. This could be
becauss many communities in Cape May County can be characterized as lower-

io middielower class (as was dohe by the guidance counselors in prediminary
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interviews), which makes costs and tuition apparent and in the forefront of these
siudents’ choices. Much of this awareness by the student can be explained
because the students themselves, ar financial aid, will provide their funding for
callege aftendance, not their parents. This makes the question of "cost” a
remarkable one, even for the young pupils.

According to various estimates, guidance counseiors were advising
hundrads of students -- between 320 and 470 per counselor. Because of this,
they had little time 1o visit colleges or talk at length with collage representafives.
Research indicates that the frequency and perceived worth of interaction with
guitance counselors is ane of the strongest pradictors of student parsisience
and, among those who persist, a predictor of learning gain (Tinie, 1992). As a
result, on the whole thay repart having comprehensive infarmation only about 15
1o 25 solleges, indluding two-year collsges. Much of their job has been taken up
through the advisement by private consultants, other high-school semiors, and
perents who have attended college more than a decads befara their children. A
major sefling point of these private counselors is the ability of them o ofter
individualized attention.

Admissions processes are ofien viewed as an eratic, chancy game over
which students have litlle or no cantrol, espaclally If coming from a communily of
a situation in which they have had problems with grades and test scores, are of
lower-SES, or are from families who have not produced ohe college graduate
and/or who have no idea about attending college, much [ess acceptance 0 one.
There are major differences in the application pragtices of students from difierant
socloeconomic status. High-SES students average ten apnlications, white lower-

SES students filed two to three applications only.  According to other reports,



first-generation college-goers tend to apply to few schools, whereas middle- ahd
upper-income students apply everywhere, sometimes submitling up 1o twenty-
two applications (McDonough, 1984). As in many other domains of modermn life,
the college choice process has hecome jeopardized and jaded.

In Cape May County, however, student popuiations are so smalt, even in
the public schools, that the ratio Is often akin to that of a private school or &
personal counselor caseload, averaging around 100-150 students fo each 1-2
guidance counselors, and in some cases, even /255 than those numbers! The
daily Interaction of student : guidance counselor may have lad to the similarities
in the responses of the counsglors and students and a concomitant conclusion
that counselors have the most realistic understanding of these students based
on their contact with them. 1t is for this reason that Cape May County studernits
would be ready and willing recipients of guidance counselor advice for coliegs
attendance, and could be the justification behind the counselors’ views matching

the students' views so well in Cape May County.

Socioaconomic Status

It is aleo noteworthy to mention the resulis in the breskdown batween the
four specific public high schools that were used in this survey, which basically
represant four differing areas of Cape May County, espacizlly according 1o
socigcconomic status. As was formerly mentioned, calegorization for
socioesonomic status of the high schools was not obtalned through rescarch per
se, but was done through palling of the guidance counselors in preparatory

telephong interviews. To restate, students in attendance 2t Ocean City High
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Scheool and Middle Township High School were from middig-income families,
while the majority of the siudents from Lower Township High School and
Wildwood High School were from lower-income families. n Tables Bb through
B8, individual high schoois were listed for the student rankings, and in Tables B1
through B4, for guidance counselor rankings. For Middle Township and Ocean
City High Schools, much of the imporiance lay between "cost", and
"accessibility”, while many of the counselors ranked "entrance requirements” and
“transportation” as lower in concern for decision-making. In comparison, the
students at these two schools can be characterized as wanting a school that was
aiso low in cost and accessible with transportation, although as already
established, the students also put a fair amount of weight on "indecision of
major®. it s safe to say, then, that the guidance counselor and student rankings
were in accordance with each other. Lower Township and Wildwood High
Schools were considered to be of lower-SES by their acting guidance
counselors. These guidance counselors, as well, seemed o be in agreement
that “cost" and "accessibility" were of significance, while "transpottation” and
"indecision of majar" tended to be ranked as last or second-to-last place.
Similady, a bulk of the importance on "cost" and "accessibility” was given by
Lower and Wildwood High students, with a middle-of-the-rcad ranking for
"transportation”. It can be seen that these twe differing SES areas in the county
vielded comparable results, even though present literature tends o lean towards
the idea that lower-SES areas are much more concerned with iuiion costs and
accessibility. 1n defense of these immediate resuits, the arsa of Cape May
Caounty covers only approximately 260 square miles, making it a very compact

arez in which to apply statistics that were reached in mush arger cities ke Los



Angetes and New York {Cunningham & Tidwell, 1890). Further, itis postulated
that lower-SES students depend more on their guidance counselors' opinions
due to their lack of opinions elsewhere, either through their parenis, siblings, or
aven friends (McDonough, 1984). More dependence on these opinians makes
an argument for more consisiency of the two groups' opiniors when asked about

them in regard to college choice.

Effacis of a Community College in Cape May County

insofar as the recruitment-ability of a community college located in Cape
May County, the researcher of this investigation directs attention to Table 12 In
Appendix B. It isin this table that the impact of a community college in Cape
May County can be principally ascertained. |n relation 10 high school seniors’
plans after graduation, it is established that an overwhelming 90% of seniors
who plan {o attend a 2-year college would attend a Cape May County
Community College, as well as 79% of the work force-bound students and about
280, of the students planning on enteting the armed forces after
commencement.

Even more startling is the difference in plans between high schools, and
therafore areas, of Cape May County when viewing thelr high school seniors’
outlook. A very small percentage of students are expecting to attend a four-year
college at Lower and Wildwood High Schools, as is seen in Table B11, Appendix
B, and many students are expecting to attend a two-year college or work after
graduation without ever attending college. Of the students preparing 10 attend a

two-year coliege, 76% (Lower Township and Wildwood's totals combined) would

31



agree to atiending a community college in Cape May Counly, 65% of the
students would agree who are destined o work after gradustion, and 33% of
those enrolled In the military would change thair minds and go to a lecally-based
community college. In contrast, Middle Township and Qegan City High School
students’ opinions are a little different. ©Of the 82 students combined from Ocean
City and Middie Township high schools who said they were planning to attend &
four-year college (Table B11), only 7 of them (&%) would change thelr minds and
attend a two-year college in Cape May County {Table 312). The same is true for
two-year college atiendees, work-slrategists, and army-bound students; as the
possibilities of changihg their minds are only 14%, 143, andi 0%, respectively.
The above analyais was done using Lower and Wildwood as
representatives of lower-SES and using Middle and Ceean Gity as mid- to
high-SES representation. In doing 5o, one can more readily see the contrast in
ettitude for the two SES areas of the counly, since these contrasts were not
apparent whan looking at guidance counselar opinions in relation 1o their
students' opinions,  The findings could also suggest that the students in Middle
Townehip and Ocean City High Schools were closer to Atlantic County
Community College, a neighboring community college that the citizens of Capa
May County have access to since there Is no other choice for them in their
county. Students from these two counties would be more able fo attend this
other two-year college, since they are geographically closer to it (Atlantic County
15 just above the Ocean City arga). 1l is {urther posited thal the students may
have had thaf community college in mind wheh answering this guestionnaire.
Atlantic County Community College is a much larger community college

than Cape May County's would presume to be, with a reputation {according to
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Cape May County public high school guidance counselors) 1or allowing many
students from Cape May County to "fall through the cracks" for a lack of lime and
oo farge of a caseload on thelr counselor's part and & lack of transpartziion and
ability to make a 40-minute drive to ACC's main campus for counseling, on the
part of the citizens of Cape May Gounty. As is apparent through this briet
discussion of the geography of Cape May County, an Qcesn City High Schogl
student's drive to ACC would be dramatically dacreased in fime as compared o
a student who was coming from Lowar Township in the Villes area of Cape May
County. The fact that the ares for location of a new Capa May County
community college are probably in Lower Township combined with the SES
factors make the feasibility for a student in Mid- to Northern Cape May County 1o
attend a college too far away from them #he otfier way (In Southem Cape May
County) low 1o non-existerd.

This staggering concurrence of opinion fofta aitena a county-based
cominunity college is shown in Table B12. All of Ogean City's four-year coliege
students, working students, and students entering the military whole-heanedly
corresponded that they would not attend a newly-buill cominunity coliege in the
county. The only group of students who admit that they would fraquent such an
institution are the students who wers slready entering a two-yaar college in the
tall after commencement  n no ather secior of the county s this drematic of a
response seen. Close behind Ocean City High Schools' responses, howaver, is
Migdle Township High Scheol -- where only 6% of the studants attending a four-
year coflege would have agreed to amend circumstances and attend a county

college in Cape May County. Again, the distinctiveness of the two regions of
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Cape May County: northern (or more well-to-do-families) and southarn {biue-
collar working-clase families) is seen in particular detail while glancing at

Table B1Z.

Improvement in Quality of Life Tor Dveryone

Taking the opinions of the guidance counselors and high schoo! students
ta tzsk, the creatton of a locally-based community coliege would serve to benefli
alf of Cape May County, not only the students in the Southern end of the county -
- 2ven though students and citizens in Northem Cape May County may not
concur on first examination of the idea  This is because the constitusnis’ own,
personal community collegs would be more interested in thelr owh community's
successes, gains, and persistenee in the college than another guite largs
institution: whose main drawing Teature is services and training programs for the
Atlantic Gity casinos, While these training programs prepara attendees for a
lucrative profession: working at the casine industry in Atlantic Gity, they are
somewhat nohsensical and not economical to 2 local resident of Cape May
County who may not have the money, time, nor the wherewithal to drive
approximately 45 minutes to an hour o the classss every day - not to mention
the drive {or the work they would be prepared for; shifi work-based employment
which is at ieast an hour away from most Cape May County residents.

in a local cammunity college, subject matier in accordance {o resources
and employment in the area such as marine biology, restaurant management,
hotel managsment, fishing indusiry options and gerontology certifieations for

surrounding retirement areas and nursing homeas can be teught and used as the



main focus for students planning to frequent the communily college. Further,
atiraciiveness of an arca for businesses to expand andlor relocate to Cape May
County can be reaped by using & local community coliege to train their
emplovees (at no cost to them) and to give them inservices and retraining when
needed.

The community-based college is eminently equipped to provide its
services, such as semi-professional retraining for existing businesses, adult
education, cohtinuing education, recreation for children and senior citizens, and
other quasi-educational endeavors, because of its abllity to coordinate planning
with other communily agencies, its interest in participatory [earning experisnces
as wall as cognitive ones, the wide range of ages and life goals represented in
its student body, and the alternative instructional approaches it arranges ta make
learning accessible 10 various community groups. tis seer as a vilat particlzant
in the lotal renewal process of the community.. dedicated 1o the continual growth
and development of its citizens and its social institutions (Cahen & Brawer,
1996).

implications for Future Research

A community collsge in any county, and especlally in ane such as Capz
May County where the resources far employment and cpportunities 1o slay in the
county are depleted and for the most part, absent, would ba a vital pariicipant in
the total renewal process of a community...dedicated to the continual growth and
development of ils citizens and its social institutions (Cohen & Brawer, 1596).

Such a college would offer the kinds of edugation community members want, not



the kind that pedagogues think is a good for them, and &t locations whare the
learners are, not where the coliege says they should be.

To return o the original question praesented by this thesis of whether or
not guidance counselors and senior-level high school students in Cape May
County agree on the most important reasons for coliege choice. the answer is
"yeg". in determining whether or not callege-bound studenis, as well as students
with other plans after graduation from high school would patronize a loca
community coliege if one were to be built in Cape May County, it was found oy
way of this study that high scheol seniors will probably frequent a local
community college, even in opposition to their plans now prior o the building of 2
new community structure, of working or attending a four-year college.

The present findings were pursued not only o imprave not only 1o
improve models of coliege choice, but to update and replicate earlier published
research dane by the county, as eluded to before in the introduciory areas of this
presentation. Research of whether or not a community coliege would best
benefit this county of Cape May should cantinue o be conducted, especially
those promoting the benefits of a regional community coilege, whose mission
woutd be to eventually serve the tri-county area of Cumberiand, Cape May, and
Atlantic countias and curtail some of the competition between the counties tor
students. The strong relationship found in this study between student choice
and guidance counselor choice, as well as the relative impertance of these
choices as they are related to a community college indicate that future studies
should lock carefully at how a community college, either serving Cape May

County solely, jointly with another community college affiliation, or regionalty with
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the qogperation of the surrounding counties would surely benefit Cape May
County.

This study Tocused on the role of guldance counssior encouragement in
this caunty in the formation of their students' future educational aspirations. It
would be interesting to see It parental encouragement has = similar impact on
the choice of the post-secondary educational instiiution in which the student
actuaty errolls, espesially in a county where it seems that most of theee
studenis invalved in this study will be first-generation college studsnts in many of
the familics. Moreqver, the relationship of guidance counselors opinions and
parental opinions could be helpful [h deciding whether or not a community
coliege would benefit its high school gradustes -- s well as assist with the inong,
palitical processes that take place when deciding such matiers. in addilion 1o
guantitative studies, sthnographic research techniques might be useful in
axamining college choice, shedding light on an imporant developmentat process
in such & small communtty such as Cape May County.

Anather interesting concept which could be explared in this county with no
community college is the effect of school profile on collegs acceptance To be
fair o all applicants, all high schools should ba not treated the same. [t cannot
e assumed that every high school is equal because grading practices ditfer,
competitian within schools ditfers | and the level of course offerings differ. The
judgment and evaluation of high schools by admission professionals 1S a very
important and key slement in the review of applications for entrance into
selective colleges, even community colleges, and Is worthy of further research.

The model tested in this study provides a ussful frarmework for siudying

student college choice and guidance counsalor relationships within this county.



MNeverthelass, whether the same factors are as important and interact in similar
patterns among Black, Hispanic, or other ethnic groups is not known, at least
from the study at hand. Also, the effect of socioeconomic status was touched
upon in this study, and would be enlightening if elaborated upon in future
research regarding community college construction.

On the whole, it cah be said that the county of Cape May wouid benefit
from a community college being designated to it -- the students, guidance
counselors, and research has supported such an impetus. The term community
should be defined not only as a region to be served but alsc as a climate to be
created (American Assn. of Community and Junior Colleges, 1888). The
community college will play a role in this process similar 1o that which they have
developed over much of this century: prebacculaureate, occupational, remedial,
and adult education provided 1o a broad spectrum of the loca! population,
including those who cannot afford a private college and these who are planning
on using the community college as a stepping stone in their careers -- who have
no desire for an associates' degree. By affering an inexpensive, accessible
alternative io these students, a community college in Cape May County will allow
the underprivileged and possibly minimum-wage bound student to better

themselves without moving out of their city, county, or state, to do so.
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AFPPENDIX A

istributed to High I igh Schaoal

THIS IS A SURVEY TQ DETERMINE CAPE MAY COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES'
ATTITUDES AND PERCEPTIONS ABCUT ATTEMNDING A COMMUNITY COLLEGE IF IT
WEHRE LOCATED IN CAPE MAY COUNTY,
Flease check the appropriata line to indicate your plans after completing high school:

— . 2vyear coltege _ workfget a job

4 year college eemen.G@NtEr military

if there wers a community college locatad in Caps May Gounty, wauld vou ba interested in
attending?

e VES no

if planning to attend a community college lecated in Cape May Courly; rank, from 1 1o 5, the
following reasons for attending that college in order of importance (1 = mest imporiant and & =
least important). | you add another reason ("other"), then rank the reasons frem 1 = most
important to 6 = leasi important.

fransportation
no strict antrance requirements
undecided on a maijor
cost (tuition)

accassibility/praximity (closer ta homa)

o Dther (please explain) :

Thank youl



FOR GUIDANCE COUNSELOR USE:

THIS IS A SURVEY TO DETERMINE CAPE MAY COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES' ATTITUDES AND PERCEFTIONS ABOUT ATTENDING A
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 1 1T WERE LOCATED IN CAPE MAY GOUNTY.

When thinking about whether or nat the students in your high school would be planning o attend
a community coliege located in Gape May County; rank, from 1 tn 5, the foilowing reazons the
students have for attending that collaga in ordar of importance (1 = most important and 5 = least
importart). i vou add another reasan {"other"), then rank the reasons from 1 = most important to
6 = least important.

tranzpartation

no strict entrance requirements
undecided on a major

cost (tuition}

accessibility (closar ta home)

oihat (please explain)

Thanrk youl



Individuai School Area Resulis

Tabie B1

MIDDLE TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

AFPPENDIX B

Guidance Caunselor Rankings of Students' Reasons for College Attendance

Rank 1 Rank 2 Rank 3 Hank 4 Rark 5
TRANSPORTATION 00{00%)  QO(00%]) D2{67%) 01(33%) 00{C0%)
NO STRICT
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 01(33%;} 01{33%) 00{00%) 01({33%) 00(00%)
UNDECIDED ON
A MAJOR 00{00%) 00(00%} Q0{00%) 01(33%) Q2{87 %)
COST (TUITION] 01{33%) 01 {33%) 31(35%) QO{00%) CO{00%)
ACCESSIBILITY 01(33%) 01{33%) Q0(00%) 0O{009%) 01(33%)

66



Table B2

QCEAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL

Guidance Counselor Aankings of Students' Reascns for College Altendance

Rark 1 Rank 2 Renk 3 Hank 4 Hank 5
TRAMNSFORTATION 014{33%) 01(33%) D1(533%¢) 00{0%;} Q0({0%%)
NG STRICT
ENTRAMCE REQUIREMENTS 00O0%)  CO(00%) ONC0%)  O8(100%)  O0(00%)
UNDECIDED Cid
A MAJOR C0(00%) 00 00%) 00/00%)  OC(00%) 0A(100%4)
COST {TUITHCN) C0{D0 %) D2(67 %) 01§a3%) O0I00%)  OO{00%)
ACCESSIZIUTY C2(67%) X 00%) 01(33%;; D003 0{00%)

67



Table B2

WILDWOOD HIGH SCHZOL
Guidancs Counseior Rankings of Students' Beasons for College Altendance

Rark 1 Rank 2 Fank 3 Rark £ Rznk &
TRANSPORTATION 00{C0%) 01{33%;} DO{00%2) 02[E7%) D0 005%2)
NG STRICT
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS O0[00%0  02(57%!) 00100%) 01(33%) 00iI00%)
JNDECIDED ON
A MAJCH Q0{D0%:) OGI00%) Q0IG0Y) GO{00%) 05{100%)
COST (TUITICN) J2(67 %) A0(00%) 01(33%) QO 00%) CO(00%)
ACCESEIBILITY 01(32%)} O 00%%) 0257 %) OH005E) C0(OC%,)

GE



Table B4

LOWER TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

Guidance Counselor Rankings of Studenis' Reasons for College Atlendance

Rank 1 Rank 2 Rank 3 Rank 4 Rank 5
TRANSPORTATION 00(00%:) QO(00%) OC{00%) 03(75%,) 02(25%)
NO STRICT
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 02150%)  01(25%)  00{00%)  01(25%)  00{00%)
UNDECIDED ON
A MAJOR 00{00%)  01(25%)  00(00%)  00(00%)  09(75%)
COST (TUITION) 01(25%)  02(50%)  01(25%)  00(C0%)  OG(0D%)
ACCESSIBILITY 01(25%) 00({00%) 03(75%) 00{00%) OG{00%)

6o



Table B5

MIDDLE TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

High nior Rankinas of Their Reasons for College Atiendance

Hank Rank 2 Rank 3 Rank 4 Rank 5

TRANSPORTATION O1(05%)  02(11%)  04(21%)  08(42%)  C4{21%)
NO STRICT

ENTRANGCE REQUIREMENTS 00{00%)  OB(32%)  05(28%)  O4{21%)  04(21%)
UNDECIDED ON

A MAJOR 04(21%)  02(11%)  01{(05%)  05(26%)  07(87%)
COST (TUITION} 08(42%)  05(26%)  05{(26%)  00(00%)  05{01%)
ACCESSIBILITY 06(22%)  04(21%)  04{21%)  02(11%)  03(15%)

[i¢



Tabie B6

QCEAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL
Hich Schoal Sernior Rarkings of Their Reasons for Colege Attendance

Rank 1 Rark 2 Aank 3 Rark 4 Rank 5
TRANSPORTATION 05(27%)  02(10%) 02(10%)  0B!E8%) 03(149%)
NO STRICT
ENTARANCE REQUIREMENTS 02! 10%;) 05{24%) D2 103%) 08(32%) 04{19%)
JNDECIDED ON
A MAJOIR 06(29%) C4{18%) 03{14%]) Q2(100%%) 06(=29%)
COST (TUITICN) O7(23%)  D4(19%)  04(159%) O1{05%)  05(24%)
ACCESSIBILITY 0( 00%a; DE(285%) 10(42%) 02{10%) O3(14%;)

(&



Tahle BY

WILDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

High School Senior Rankings of Their Reasons for College Attlendance

Hank 1 Rank 2 Ranxk 3 Rznk 4 Rank =

TRANSFEORTATICN 0R(28%) 007 C4(id%)  OF(24%)  08(28%)
NG STRICT

ENTRANCE SEQUIREMENTS na(10%)  04{14%)  08(28%)  1D{36%)  04[14%}
UNDECIDED ON

A MAJOR 02010%)  10(35%!  08(21%)  01(08%)  O0I1%)
COST {TUTION 11138%)  OS(17%)  O5(17%)  O0B(21%)  0207%)
ACCESSIBILITY 04:14%)  CB(2E%0  OB21%)  O5(17%)  06I21%)

e



Table B8

LOWER TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

High_School Senior Rankings of Their Reasons for College Aftendance

Rank 1 Rank 2 Rank 3 Rank 4 Hank 5
TRANSPORTATION 02(04%) 10{22%) 12(26%) 0B({17%) 14(319%%)
NO STRICT
ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 02{04%) O7(15%) 12{26%) 13(28%) 12(26%)
UNDECIDED ON
A MAJCR 07(15%) 03(07%) 07(15%) 18(39%} 11(24%)
COST (TUITICN) 14{31%) 15(33%) 0B(17%) 04{09%) 05(11%)
ACCESSIBILITY 21(48%) 11({24%) O7({15%) 03{07%]) 04{0G%)
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Table B2

ALL PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS N CAPE MAY COLNTY

Guidance Counselor Aankings of Students' Aeasons for Gollege Atlendance

Aank 1 Hank 2 Rark 3 Hank 4 Rark b
TRANSPORTATION 01 (08%) O2(15%) 03{23%) OB(4E%) 01{0a%)
NO STRIGT
ENTRANGCGE AEQUIREMENTS 03({23%) D4{31%) OO0 %) DE(45%) Q0{00%)
LINDECIDED OM
A MAJOA 0O005E) 01{08%) QO(00%) 01{0B%) 1 1{B%%)
COST (TUITION; 04{31%) 05{38%) D43 1%2) 00{00%%:) DO{ Q%)
ACCEESIBILITY 05(38%) C1(08%,) 05{ABY:) CO{00%) 01(0B%)
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Tabie B10

ALL PUBLIC HIGH SCHCOLS IN CAPE MAY COUNTY

High School Senior Rankings of Their Reasons for Coliege Attendance

Rank 1 Rank 2 Rank 3 Rank 4 Rank 5

TRANSPORTATION 17(15%)  18(14%)  22(18%)  81(27%)  29(25%)
NG STRICT

ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS OTI06%)  22(19%)  27(23%)  35(31%)  24(21%)
UNDECIDED ON

A MAJOR 20(17%;  19(17%)  17(15%)  26(23%)  38(20%)
COST (TUITION) 40(35%)  29(25%)  22(18%)  11(10%)  13(11%)
ACCESSIBILITY S1(27%)  20(25%)  27(23%)  12(10%)  18(14%)
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Table B11

ALL PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS IN CAPE MAY COUNTY

High Schoo! Seniors' Plans After Graduating High Schoof®

LOWER WILDWOOCD MIDDLE QOCEAN CITY TOTAL
4 YEAR COLLEGE 11{08%)  23(12%) 40{21%) 42(22%) 116(61%)
2 YEAR COLLEGE 31(16%)  13{07%) 0B(03%} 04{02%) 54({28%)
WORK/EMPLOYMENT 07{04%)  03{02%) D3(02%) 01{C1%) 14(08%)
MILITARY/ARMED FORCES 0I(01%)  04(02%) 2(01%) 01(01%) 0B(05%)

LOWER = LOWER TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL (SOUTHERN CAPE MAY GOUNTY)
WILDWOOD = WILDWOOD HIGH SCHOOL (SOUTHERN CAFE MAY COUNTY)
MIDELE = tstIDDLE TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL (MID-CAPE MAY COUNTY)
OCEAN CITY = QCEAN CITY HIGH SCHOOL {(NORTHERN CAPE MAY COUNTY)

* PERGENTACES ARE ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST WHOLE NUMBER
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Table 212

PUELIC HIGH SCHOOCLS IN CAPE MAY COUNTY

Charges in Hign Schocl Seniorg’ Plans if 5 Communiiy College \Ware Located in Cape May Counby”
TOTAL LOWER WILDWCOD MIDDLE QGEAM GITY TOTAL

4 YEAR COLLEGE G1%(11G)

ATTEMDANCE TO 2 YR COLLEGE INCMG Y 5% (0R) S3%010) 5%/[07) %00 S0%(25)
M $2£(05) 11%(15) 28%{33) 6% (43) B (95

2 YEAR COLLEGE  28%{ 5%)

ATTENDANGE TO 2 YR COLLEGE N CMGC Y 55%{30} 20%(11) 7o5104) TI04) G0%:(49)
N 2%(01) 456002) A%102) C000) 1 0%(05)

WORK &% 14)

ATTEMOARGE TO 2 YR COLLEGE INGMC Y 439%(0E) 22%(03) 1434102 0%400) 79%(11)
M TH(01) 0%4(00) 701} 7%401) 21 9(06)

LT ARY 5t 0B}

ATTENDANGE TO 2 ¥R COLLEGE INCMC Y 19%(01) 255(02) (GO} 055400) ER9L{03)

‘ M 0%(00) £E%(02) 554,102} 13%:001) FI%(05)

LOWER = LOWFR TOWNSH P HIGH SCHOCL (SOUTHERN GAPE MAY COLUNTY)
WILDWSOD = WILEWGSOD HIGH BCHOOL (8CUTHERN CAPE MAY COUNTY)
MINECLE = MIDDLE TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOQL IMID-CAPE MAY COLNTY)
QCEAN CITY = GCEAM GTY HIGH S8GHOOL (NOATHERMN CAPE MAY COUNTY)]

* BERCENTAGES ARE RQUNDED TO THE NEAREST WHOLE NUMBER
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