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Library Dept. Retreat
Marianne Stowell Bracke

August 1, 2017



Who am I?

 21st year of being a Librarian

 Undergrad, Grad student, and Faculty at the University 
of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

 University of Houston

 University of Arizona

 Purdue University



Past Experience

 Always been a science librarian

 Reference (in-person, at desk, via chat, email)

 Instruction (one-shots, embedded, for credit)

 Collections (approval plans, selection, journal reviews 
and cancellations, weeding [ask me about the 20,000 
books I reviewed last year!])

 Grants (as PI and Co-PI) including digitization projects 
and Data Information Literacy

 Conference and meeting planning

 Cataloging (briefly/poorly)



Purdue

 Liaison to 10 of 11 Departments in the College of 
Agriculture and with Ag Extension

 Agricultural & Biological Engineering, Agronomy, Animal 
Sciences, Biochemistry, Botany & Plant Pathology, 
Entomology, Food Science, Forestry & Natural Resources, 
Horticulture & Landscape Architecture, Youth 
Development & Agricultural Education 

 For-credit courses taught:

 AGR 10100, Introduction to the College of Agriculture 

 AGR 29400/ AGR 29400H, Readings in Agriculture, 
Environment, and Society

 AGR 59800, Introduction to Data Management

 Fellowship program (yearlong) Issues 360™

 Research Data Management





Research

 Received Full Professorship in 2016 at Purdue

 Two main themes: 

 How the Profession is changing

 Research Data Management and Data Literacy for 
graduate students and faculty

 Shifting to research on undergraduates

 Finishing up a report on International students at Purdue

 Writing a proposal for a book chapter on Issues 360

 Maybe personal and research data management for 
undergrads…?





ACRL
Description of 

Undergraduate Students 

1. They are beginning to acquire the research skills 
needed to exploit the university library’s potential

2. They need a user-friendly environment, where 
assistance is offered and questions are encouraged

3. They need to be introduced to the academic nature of 
the services and resources available in university 
libraries

4. They are most often enrolled in courses where 
assignments have short deadlines requiring timely 
library services

http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ulsundergraduate



Approach to 
Instruction

 Information literacy – is a gradual, iterative process

 Instruction does not happen only in the Library – How 
can we best meet our students where they are? 
(physically and metaphysically)

 Working with Composition Commons (Jess Clements 
has also been paired as my mentor)

 El 110 – New approach (concept maps to think about a 
topic and choose keywords)

 New handouts and LibGuides – maybe online tutorials? 
Office hours in other buildings? Connect with other 
groups or organizations on campus?  Let’s talk!

 And most importantly, What are the Library’s goals for 
outcomes?  Necessary for assessment and setting 
directions.



Go Bucs!
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