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WHEN I ATTENDED a funeral of an alumnus in 

March, I was once again reminded of what a special 

place Furman is.

John Vernon Platt ’60 

died March 17. He was a 

Baptist minister whose last 

church was Spring Valley 

Baptist in Columbia, S.C. 

(Full obituary, page 38.)

I met him in May 2010 

when he returned to cam-

pus for Commencement, 

where he joined a number 

of his classmates in celebrating the 50th anniversary of 

their graduation. He had just lost his wife to cancer and 

was struggling with his grief, but he delivered a beauti-

ful invocation at the dinner before his class led the Class 

of 2010 into the graduation ceremony.

John loved Furman, and he made that clear to all 

who knew him. His Furman connections were men-

tioned many times during the funeral service. The pastor 

even wore a purple tie in honor of John’s devotion to 

alma mater.

For me, though, the most touching part of the 

service was hearing the stories about the men from 

the houses at 4 and 6 Nona Street, near the downtown 

Furman campus. I don’t think the street even exists 

anymore, but the friendships and memories remain.

For more than 50 years, the residents of those two 

houses have gotten together at least once annually to 

share stories about their lives and to reminisce about 

their college days. Some of their tales are evidently 

the stuff of legends. And the gatherings were usually 

organized by John Platt.

Those men and their families have remained close 

because of their Furman bonds. Many of them have 

children who attended Furman as well — like John, 

the father of Todd ’89 and Bryan ’91

I’m sure that many schools have groups of friends 

who stay close through the years. But Furman seems to 

have more than most — which just goes to show that 

there’s something about our time at Furman that creates 

great stories and great friendships, like those of the men 

from Nona Street

WELCOME KATE!: Kate Hofler ’09 has joined the 

constituent relations staff as Web communications 

coordinator. She previously worked as communications 

director for Greenville Forward, a local nonprofit whose 

goal is to enhance the city’s quality of life by developing 

and promoting a strong vision for growth and develop-

ment in the years ahead. 

Kate graduated from Furman with a double major 

in English and political science. She was a member of 

Tri Delta and Senior Order, was Panhellenic president, 

and served as the student editor of the university’s 

internal news site.

The Web communications coordinator is a new 

position for our department and will help us strengthen 

our digital communication program. As we learn and 

grow with this new venture, we want your thoughts. 

Please share any ideas you may have by e-mailing 

kate.hofler@furman.edu.

With Kate at the helm, we look forward to 

connecting with you in creative new ways.

FAMILY WEEKEND: This year the constituent rela-

tions staff is deeply involved in planning Family Week-

end. The 2012 program is scheduled September 28–30, 

with Western Carolina University as the opponent on 

football Saturday. Judy Wilson and Patty White are 

taking the lead as we make arrangements for one 

of the major weekends of fall semester.

Information will be forthcoming this summer. 

For all Furman news regarding parent/family needs, 

visit http://alumni.furman.edu and click the Parents link.

HOMECOMING 2012: It’s never too early to begin 

planning for Homecoming. Homecoming 2012 will be 

the weekend of October 19–21, with Southern Confer-

ence arch-rival Georgia Southern coming to town for 

the football game.

Classes ending in 2 and 7 will have reunions, and 

the Class of 1962 will be celebrating its 50th in grand 

style. We will also once again hold the “5th quarter” 

event (for alumni who have graduated in the last 10 

years) immediately after the game.

We always try to make each Homecoming more 

exciting than the last, so please plan to attend and see 

what we have in store this year. Information should be 

coming your way by mid-summer.

I’VE GOTTA WEAR SHADES: I recently had the 

pleasure of working with the Furman Admission Office 

when it hosted events for accepted students and for 

major scholarship candidates. I was amazed at the 

caliber of students — and parents — who are interested 

in Furman. Were we ever this smart and poised? 

Applications increased by more than 20 percent 

this year, surpassing 6,000 for the first time and 

easily establishing a school record. If the potential 

students I met are any indication, Furman’s future 

is quite bright indeed.

— TOM TRIPLITT

The author, a 1976 graduate, is executive director 

of constituent relations and alumni programs.
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On February 29, the South Carolina House 

of Representatives passed a resolution 

honoring Anne Pickens Collins for 

“her enduring legacy of selfless service and 

meaningful accomplishments.” Anne, who 

lives in Chester, celebrated her 102nd birth-

day January 9. She worked for many years 

as a journalist and in the family real estate 

business. Long active in Chester County 

civic affairs, she is the author of 13 books, 

most of them about local history, and is a 

recipient of the state’s Order of the Silver 

Crescent, which recognizes outstanding 

achievements and community contributions.

59
Sidney Bland was invited to give the 

“State of the Field” address at the 2012 

Advanced Placement U.S. History Reading 

in Louisville, Ky. Sidney is a retired professor 

at James Madison University in Virginia. He 

speaks and writes on American women’s 

history and the Gilded Age/Progressive Era.

69
Beverly Bindseil Hunter of Greenville, 

child care services supervisor for the South 

Carolina Department of Social Services, 

received the 2012 Southern Early Childhood 

Association (SECA) President’s Award for 

her contributions to public policy on behalf 

of South Carolina’s children and families. 

Beverly, the first South Carolinian to receive 

the award, was nominated by the state’s 

Early Childhood Association for her work in 

setting statewide standards and profes-

sional development support for early care 

and education programs. SECA is a 14-state 

group with more than 20,000 members. 

72
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

Carolyn Cason Matthews was one 

of five women honored by the Girl Scouts 

of South Carolina — Mountains to Midlands 

at the Women of Distinction Awards Dinner 

March 22 in Columbia. The event recog-

nized women who exemplify excellence 

in service, leadership, community, visibility 

and professionalism. Carolyn is a state 

administrative law judge. She has been a 

staff attorney and law clerk to S.C. Supreme 

Court Justice George T. Gregory, Jr., an 

assistant attorney general, and counsel 

to the House of Representatives Judiciary 

Committee. She is a graduate of the Riley 

Diversity Leaders Institute at Furman and 

currently serves as president of the South 

Carolina Women Lawyers Association.

73
John Weatherford, chief operating 

officer of Public Broadcasting Atlanta, has 

been elected to a three-year term on the 

Georgia Association of Broadcasters Board 

of Directors. Among other duties, John 

oversees all operations of Atlanta’s NPR 

radio affiliate and its PBS station.

 

75
Jay Bocook, director of athletic bands at 

Furman, was inducted into the American 

Bandmasters Association March 1. The 

group recognizes outstanding achievement 

by concert band conductors and com-

posers. Jay was also the clinician for the 

South Carolina Band Directors Association 

All-State Senior Band this spring.

77
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

Walter Johnson has completed 20 years 

on the faculty of North Greenville University, 

where he serves as dean of the College of 

Christian Studies and professor of philo-

sophy and Christian studies.

79
Sherrie Bridges Crow has retired from 

teaching after 32 years in the DeKalb 

County (Ga.) School System. She is an 

award-winning National Board Certified 

Teacher in English Language Arts. She is 

now enjoying a second career as a realtor 

with Keller Williams Realty in Decatur.

Susan Martore-Baker has been 

appointed president of Cambridge Trust 

Company of New Hampshire. She is based 

in Concord and joins the company with 

30 years of trust and investment experience, 

most recently as senior vice president at 

Citizens Private Bank & Trust.

Cindy Tyler Meares has joined Cherry, 

Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P., as director of tax 

in its Aiken, S.C., practice. She is a member 

of the board of Aiken Rotary Club and trea-

surer for several organizations, including the 

Chamber of Commerce, Friends of the 

Aiken Railroad Depot, and Community 

Care and Counseling of Aiken. 

81
Pat Loon Hensley of Fountain Inn, S.C., 

a longtime educator, has published an 

e-book, useful Information In and out of 

the Classroom 2011, which offers resources 

for public school, private school and home 

schooling. For more about the book, 

visit www.lulu.com. Read her blog at 

successfulteaching.blogspot.com. 

83
Stacey Peter Anfindsen is the 2012 

president of the Raleigh, N.C., Regional 

Association of REALTORS®. Stacey is also 

director for Triangle Multiple Listing Service, 

Inc., and is on the advisory board of gover-

nors for Prestonwood Country Club.

Paul Foster of West Chester, Pa., has 

been named a principal with Turner Invest-

ments, an international firm where he is 

global head of consultant relations and 

senior managing director. 

84
ADOPTION: Glenn Allen Barbee, Jr., 

a son, Casey Glenn Barbee, November 28.

Casey was born January 3, 2002. They

live in Marietta, Ga. Allen was recently

appointed director of music ministries at

Chamblee Methodist Church and is still 

director of bands at St. Martin’s Episcopal

School and music director and conductor 

of Peachtree Symphonic Winds.

85
David M. Schilli, an attorney with 

Robinson Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A., in 

Charlotte, N.C., has been elected to a two-

year term as vice president of the Carolinas 

Chapter of the Turnaround Management 

Association, an international nonprofit dedi-

cated to corporate renewal. David practices 

in the areas of commercial bankruptcy, com-

mercial loan workouts, and restructurings.

87
THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

Commander Joel Smithwick has 

returned to duty at the Jacksonville (Fla.) 

Naval Hospital following a six-month 

deployment to Afghanistan, where he 

was a public health advisor to the 

Afghan National Army and Police forces. 

88
EveLyn Mantz Wedge has earned 

a Master of Science degree in clinical mental 

health counseling from Mercer University 

in Atlanta. She is a psychotherapist at 

The Conley Center.

90
Wren Solutions, an Atlanta-based loss-

prevention technology provider, has named 

Amelia Fusaro president and chief 

operating officer. She was previously a 

strategic business consultant to emerging 

technology companies.

Tod Hyche of the Greenville firm of Smith 

Moore Leatherwood has been named a 

top attorney for 2012 by South Carolina 

Super lawyers magazine.

Scott Sauls recently accepted a new 

position as senior pastor of Christ 

Presbyterian Church in Nashville, Tenn.
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