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Marjorie Watson, who taught Spanish at Furman 
from 1961 to 1980, died June 9 at the age of 98.   
A graduate of Wesleyan College in Macon, Ga.,  
she earned a master’s degree from Duke University.  
Before coming to Furman, she taught at Kalamazoo 
College in Michigan and in several high schools, 
including Greenville High.

She was the first language lab director at 
Furman and was instrumental in the develop ment  
of the department’s English as a Second Language 
program.  She served as president of the South 
Carolina Conference on Teaching Foreign Languages, 
the Department of Modern Foreign Languages  
of the S.C. Educational Association, and the state 
chapter of the American Association of Teachers  
of Spanish and Portuguese, which presented her  
the Cervantes Award, its highest honor.

On May 20, 2007, Stephen Crotts ’72, a Pres-
byterian minister working with the Carolina Study 
Center near Chapel Hill, N.C., published the fol-
lowing tribute to Miss Watson in The Greenville 
News.  We reprint it here, with permission.

Dear, dear Marjorie Watson.  She taught me 
Spanish.

Single, up in years, married to her teaching, 
she was known as the hardest foreign language 
professor at Furman.  “Don’t take Watson  
for Spanish,” was the most often repeated 
registration­day warning for underclassmen.

Well, I got her through a “blind registration” 
deal.

The first day of class she walked in, resolutely 
glared at us with commitment, and began:

“I’m here to teach.  You’re here to learn.  You 
will come to class on time, dress neatly, wear shoes 
and look interested.  You will not cut my class 
without a written excuse and 24 hours’ notice  
or I will flunk you.  You will do your home work 
each day, and I promise you a pop quiz each day.

Thanks for the tough love, Miss Watson

“I also promise to come prepared, dress neatly 
and be as interesting as I know how to be, and 
give you all of the ability my 37 years of Spanish 
experience has to offer.  Shall we begin?”

About half the class quietly dropped her 
course.  The rest of us quit breathing.

I sat on the front row.  I tried to look inter­
ested and intelligent.

And every day I left her class and went 
straight to the library to do her homework 
assignments.  I was scared not to!

I often went to class feeling sick or missing 
some social event that would have been ever  
so much more fun.  Once I missed her class for  
a funeral, and when I turned in my written 
excuse, she hugged me and told me how much 
she appreciated my courtesy during such a time 
of bereavement.

In her class I saw big, nearly grown men 
intimidated by her to the point of tears.

“Why don’t you know the answer, Mr. 
Johnson?  We covered it yesterday.  It was in  
your work assignment last night.  Are you satis­
fied with the F I’m going to give you for the day?

“Miss Jacobs, it is obvious to me and those 
about you that you are not studying.  A great 
opportunity is yours to learn another language 
and you are letting it slip by carelessly.  How  
do I motivate you?  Would you tell me that?”

One hard semester later I got my A from  
her on my report card.  I can’t say as I really liked 
the class or particularly cared for Miss Watson’s 
singular devotion to Spanish and to teaching it 
to less than zealous students.  But one thing she 
did do.  She taught me discipline.  She taught  
me obedience.  And she taught me Spanish.

Years later, stepping off a train in Barcelona, 
the need to speak Spanish was there.  I reached 
into my being for it, and the words were there.

And even now, opportunities still confront 
me, things that need doing even though there  
are other things I’d rather be doing.  And the 
discipline and obedience she helped instill in  
me are there, too.

I never thanked Marjorie Watson, that 
tough, intimidating professor so married to her 
labor.  She so loved Spanish, and taught me to 
love it a little, too.  But still I never thanked her.  
Just took my grade and slipped quietly out of her 
class into obscurity.

But now I’d like to say, “Thank you, Marjorie 
Watson, for your tough love.  Wherever you are, 
thank you.”

Sometimes, it’s years later that we come  
to see it’s those who love us best who love us  
the toughest.

Memorials: St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
1107 S. Main Street, Greenville, S.C. 29601.
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George Christenberry ’36 and G. Melvin 
Hipps, former teachers and administrators  
at Furman, died within a day of each other  
in late April.

Christenberry (above left) died April 21 
at the age of 93.  A U.S. Navy veteran with  
a Ph.D. from the University of North Caro­
lina, he taught at Meredith College in Raleigh, 
N.C., before join ing the Furman faculty in 
1946 as profes sor of biology.  He subsequently 
became dean of the Men’s College before 
being named president of Shorter College  
in Rome, Ga., in 1953.

He returned to Furman in 1958 and was 
administrative director and vice president of 
development until 1964, when he moved to 
Georgia College in Milledgeville as chair of 
the biology department and eventually as 
dean of the college.  In 1970 he was named 
president of Augusta College (now Augusta 
State Univer sity), a position he held until his 
retirement in 1986.  From 1979­80 he was also 
acting vice chancellor of the Uni versity of 
Georgia system.

At Augusta College he worked to 
strengthen campus facilities, acquired prop­
erty to allow for campus expansion, added 
degree programs and helped stabilize the  
uni versity while building its reputation.  The 
school named its field house in his honor.

Christenberry, Hipps were former administrators
At Christenberry’s memorial service, 

William A. Bloodworth, president of Augusta 
State, said, “In my own role as president I 
have often said that I stand on the shoulders 
of George Christenberry.  He laid strong 
foundations for Augusta State University.” 

Melvin Hipps died April 22 in Seneca, S.C., 
a day before his 72nd birthday.  He was a Phi 
Beta Kappa graduate of North Carolina (and 
charter member of Furman’s Gamma chapter 
of South Carolina) and earned his doctorate 
from Duke University.  He served in a variety 
of roles at Furman from 1960 to 1979, among 
them pro fessor of English, professor and chair 
of the educa tion depart ment, and associate 
academic dean.

Known for his wit, passion for teaching  
and high standards, he went on to serve in 
admin istrative positions at Dallas Baptist 
University and Baylor University Dental 
School and Medical Center Library.

He later became director of university 
librar ies at Mercer University in Atlanta 
before moving to Anderson (S.C.) College 
(now Uni versity), where he was vice president 
for academic affairs and dean until his retire­
ment in 1999.  His leader ship was crucial  
in Anderson’s move from a two­year college 
to a fully accredited, four­year institution.

Furman has named Bill Berg, former director  
of planning and institutional research, and  
Paula Gabbert, associate professor of computer 
science, to leading administrative positions.

Berg, who served as interim vice presi dent 
for enrollment for the past academic year after 
Benny Walker stepped down in the spring  
of 2008, was formally awarded the job this spring.  
He is respon sible for the over sight of the offices  
of Admission, Finan cial Aid and Student 
Employment.

Before coming to Furman in 1999, Berg 
spent 13 years at Rhodes College in Memphis, 
Tenn., the last nine as director of planning  
and institutional analysis.  He also worked in  
the enroll ment division at DePauw University  
for four years.

He is a graduate of the University of 
Connecticut and holds an M.A. degree from  
the University of North Carolina.  A former 
chair of the board of directors of the Higher 
Education Data Sharing consortium, he is  
a member of the College Board SAT Committee 
and the New Predictors Committee.

Gabbert, who joined the faculty in 1996, 
succeeds Linda Bartlett as asso ciate academic 
dean.  Bartlett, who held the position for seven 
years, has returned to full­time teaching in the 
Department of Modern Languages and 
Literatures, where she is a Spanish professor.

Gabbert has served on a number of univer­
sity committees and was acting chair of computer 
science in 2002.

She earned her B.A. degree from Goucher 
College and her M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from  
the University of Virginia.
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