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GSU to Undergo Accreditation Process in 2009 
By Julie Widnicki 
Contributing Writer 

When a school advertises that it's an accredited 
university, many students just shrug it off as a typical 
explanation of a college or university. But what does 
getting accredited really entail? And why does being 
accredited set one college or university apart from the 
others? 

Governors State University (GSU) was last 
accredited ten years ago and will be going through the 
review process by the Higher Learning Commission 
(HLC) again in November of 2009. 

As explained by Dr. Eric Martin, Dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences, the HLC is a subgroup of 
a larger Midwest accreditation association, the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Schools. There are 
four accreditation groups which report to the federal 
Department of Education. These groups are separated 
geographically into four regions: east coast, west coast, 
southern states, and the Midwest. 

Though the HLC is evaluating the University, Dr. 
Martin says this is a great opportunity to "validate 
what's happening at GSU, and enable the university to 
identify weakness for continued improvement." 

"The university will be able to learn and grow," he 
added. "There may also be an opportunity to increase 
the University's online programming by means of a 
parallel HLC process." 

The HLC is the largest group spanning from Virginia 
to Arizona and is based in Chicago. Its role is to insure 
that all universities within this region are meeting 
mandated quality and effectiveness standards. 
Accreditation status is also linked to federal grants and 
financial aid made available to students. 

A major component of the accreditation process is 
evaluating the school's mission statement. The GSU 
mission statement is currently being revised and will be 
posted throughout the school in fall, once it is approved 
by GSU's Board of Trustees. A mission statement 
describes the goals and motivations of the university, 
and soon, GSU's mission statement will be tested. 

The HLC's accreditation committee will compare 
GSU's mission to its daily efforts and activities to insure 

that they are aligned. For example, if the school's 
mission was to attract students from the surrounding 
community, but instead spent the majority of funds on 
international student recruitment, there would be an 
inconsistency in the University's mission which would 
need explanation. 

GSU has a three-tier plan to prepare for the arrival 
of the HLC. Dr. Martin and Dr. Ann Vendrely are 
overseeing the planning as executive co-chairs. Since 
February, they have been working with a steering 
committee and five subcommittees. Each subcommittee 
will focus on one aspect of the University that the HLC 
will be evaluating. These criteria include mission and 
integrity, preparing for the future, student learning and 
effective teaching, acquisition and application of 
knowledge, and engagement and service. 

There are still opportunities for students to get 
involved in the accreditation process. The subcommit­
tees consist of faculty from all departments, 
administrators, and students. These students volunteered 
at the last HLC information meeting in April because it 
was an opportunity to share their experiences as GSU 
students and their insights into GSU's strengths and 
weaknesses. Participating in this type of forum is 
excellent experience for any students who want to make 

an impact at GSU, gain valuable communications 
experience, or prepare for a career that requires group 
collaboration. 

In fall of 2009 the HLC will send five to seven 
Consultant Evaluators (CEs) to the GSU campus. These 
individuals are volunteers from states other than Illinois, 
have gone through rigorous evaluation training and 
currently work as university administrators. Students 
may be approached by these individuals in the cafeteria, 
before class or in the hallways. The CE's may ask about 
your experience at GSU or to explain the schools' 
mission. The GSU committees will also be asking 
students to join focus groups and participate in 
individual interviews. 

Though fall of 2009 seems distant, students will see 
and hear about HLC preparation this fall - if not 
already. Look for the revised mission statement in the 
cafeteria, hallways, and classrooms. Students are also 
encouraged to attend the HLC information meetings; the 
next one is scheduled for October. 

Most importantly, it is never too late to get involved 
in the process. The HLC committees are still looking for 
more student volunteers to share their input into this 
accreditation process. Please contact either Drs. Martin 
or Vendrely if you are interested in learning more. 

Music Theatre Camp Lights Up CPA Stage 
By Chris Gloff 
Contributing Writer 

Oompa loompa doompadee doo, I've got a perfect 
puzzle for you. 

What do you get when you bring more than 40 area 
youth and the Northwest Illinois theatre company Light 
Opera Works to the GSU Center for Performing Arts' 
(CPA) stage? The answer is this year's CPA Musical 
Theatre Summer Workshop for 8-13 year olds and their 
production of "Willie Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory" which took place on June 23- 27. 

"Part of our mission at the CPA is to help children 
connect with performing arts, organize activities that 
will enhance children's enjoyment of theatre, and enable 
children to develop their own creative voice," said CPA 
executive director Burton Dikelsky. "We've been 

fortunate to create a partnership with Light Opera 
Works in providing a quality youth theatre camp for the 
last four summers." 

Light Opera Works is a non-for-profit, professional 
theatre company based out of Evanston, Ill. In addition 
to producing multiple musical theatre productions 
throughout the year on Northwestern University's stage, 
the company presents various summer youth theatre 
camps. Light Opera Works was again contracted to 
organize and staff this year's camp. 

"We bring in a professional director, choreographer, 
and vocal director in addition to myself and two or three 
college-age theatre students to facilitate the camp," said 
Light Opera Works' summer camp manager Anya 
Plotkin. "The staff spends seven hours each day - from 
8:30a.m. to 3:30p.m.- instructing the students and 
developing their stage posture, voice, and movement." 

This year's students were instructed while preparing 
an abbreviated production of "Willie Wonka" for friends 
and family that culminated the week's events. Students 
performed the show at 7 p.m. on Friday, June 27. 

"No one is the star in our camp productions," said 
Plotkin. "Everyone gets their chance to shine in one of 
the leading roles." 

"It's not about creating a professional production," 
added Dikelsy, "but rather about giving children an 
opportunity to discover theatre and develop their own 
self esteem." Production costumes were limited to 
t-shirts and shorts and the show featured simple, 
abstract sets. 

The camp is limited to 40 children every year. This 
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" -TO WRITE FOR THE STUDENT 

NEWSPAPER OF COURSE! 

If you have an interest in writing, 
journalism, or design, the Phoenix has a 
place for you! 

The Phoenix Student Newspaper is 
looking for student contributors for the fall 
trimester to help in making the Phoenix s 
return a success. 

If you are interested, please contact the 
Phoenix office at 708-534-4517 or 
phoenix@govst.edu. 

Debating Prozac Use Among Returning U.S. Troops 
By Sarah Silhan and Michelle Hulett 
Editor and Contributing Writer 

Time Magazine recently featured an article titled, "America's Medicated Army." In this article, the author, Mark 
Thompson, discussed the impact of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq on America's troops. He explained that our soldiers 
have become increasingly reliant on antidepressants and sleeping pills to cope with multiple extended deployments. 
Thompson says medicating troops is not a new phenomenon. More than 200 years ago, George Washington supplied his 
troops with rum at Valley Forge, and in more recent history, the use of amphetamines aided soldiers throughout World 
War II and the Vietnam War. However, is the increased availability to psychiatric drugs the best solution? Here are two 
sides of the issue to consider. 

By Sarah Silhan 
Editor 

Though Americans have become more and more 
dependent upon prescription medications to attempt to 
solve every health issue known to man, I truly believe that 
many of these drugs are making a positive difference for 
those who need them. It's true that many people in the 
civilian world rely too heavily on drugs like Prozac®, 
Ambien® or Ritalin® to deal with everyday stresses which 
could probably be alleviated with simple changes in 
lifestyle. However, this is not the case for U.S. troops 
returning from the war in the Middle East. Simply making 
different life choices is not always an option for them. 
Many of the soldiers have seen unthinkable atrocities and 
will potentially suffer the consequences of these nonfiction 
nightmares for years to come. Using antidepressants and 
other prescription medications to alleviate the 
post-traumatic stress disorder or sleep deprivation which 
can accompany these war-tom soldiers as they come home 

By Michelle Hulett 
Contributing Writer 

--------------------1 is simply another way to help them more smoothly 

While I do believe our troops can benefit from 
antidepressants, I am concerned with the way these 
medication issues are being handled. With psychological 
problems, depression and stress reaching record highs 
among U.S. troops, the military is providing our soldiers 
with little more than a band-aid solution to a progressively 
serious problem. Sergeant Christopher LeJeune, a soldier 
who spent 15 months in Iraq, states that "you only see the 
doctor only once or twice, but you continue to get drugs 
constantly." Statistics show that the military is providing 
only one mental health professional for every 734 troops. 
Instead, the military is supplying the troops with a steady 
stream of antidepressants without simultaneous access to 
therapy or crisis counseling. The drugs simply provide a 
means to conserve soldiers' strength for longer repeated 
deployments. According to recent research, the current 12 
months between tours is insufficient time for the soldiers to 
recover from the stress of combat. Without sufficient time 
to recover from long deployments, antidepressants can 
provide little relief from the rapid burnout and frustration 
that soldiers are facing. It is true that antidepressants can 
be an invaluable tool in dealing with combat stress and c 

depression. Even so, to be truly beneficial to soldiers, these 
drugs must be combined with crisis counseling and shorter 
deployments. 

The Phoenix is Governors State 
University's student newspaper. It is 
published twice monthly during the fall and 
winter, and monthly during the 
spring/summer. 

We welcome articles, suggestions, 
photos, commentary, cartoons, and letters 

to the editor on issues that concern you or 
the greater GSU population. 

We reserve the right to edit submissions 
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phone number. 
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transition back into civilian life. While it would be ideal for 
each soldier to receive counseling or psychiatric help, many 
soldiers may not have access to doctors in their hometowns 
or simply may not be able to afford it if their insurance 
does not cover the medical expense. For these soldiers, the 
ability to "pop a pill" and feel better may be the only viable 
solution. Until the war ceases and all our soldiers are 
brought back home safely, I'm afraid antidepressants and 
prescription drugs will simply have to take the place of 
alternative medical options. 

Celebrating America: 365 Days Each Year 
This past Fourth of July, I started my 

day by walking my beagle, Bella, 
around my neighborhood. Virtually all 
the houses on my block, as well as on 
the surrounding blocks, were displaying 
the American flag. It got me thinking, 
"Why do I only see the flag on patriotic 
holidays?" And then it dawned on me. 
Maybe we're all too busy spending our 

days focusing on our differences to realize our everyday, 
common bond as Americans. 

In the Chicago Tribune Magazine on July 6, both 
presidential candidates were asked their thoughts on what 
it meant to be an American. Senators Barack Obama and 
John McCain both gave poignant answers about patriotism, 
the American dream and the beauty of this country we all 
call home. But while the words of their articles were 
inspiring, it wasn't the text that stuck with me. Instead, it 
was the fact that for the first time in a long time, they 
weren't labeled as a member of any specific political party. 
They simply gave their thoughts ~ as men, as fathers, as 
Americans ~ on the nation they both so passionately hope 
to lead. 

From now until November, we will all be inundated 
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with political ads, campaign posters, surveys, phone calls, 
debates and questions about for whom we will vote. But in 
the meantime, let us all remember that whether Democrat, 
Republican or Independent, our votes matter. While the 
outcome of the election is certainly important, it is in the 
process of voting that true beauty lies. American soldiers 
have fought for centuries so that we may ultimately have 
the right to disagree with them. 

Ironic as it is, being an American means having the 
right to stand up and voice your opinion while someone 
who disagrees with you also voices his. This year, don't 
just look at the flag on certain holidays. Look at it every 
day ~ and make the concerted effort to be a part of the 
American voting process. We shouldn't just come together 
on Memorial Day, the Fourth of July or Flag Day to 
celebrate our nation or celebrate those who fight for it. 
While there may not be fireworks or parades every day of 
the year, we should nonetheless embrace the beauty that is 
America on a daily basis. 

May God bless America~ today and every day! 

Sarah Silhan 
Editor, GSU Phoenix 
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Who's Who at GSU? 

By Julie Widnicki 
Contributing Writer 

Though now a part of the Governors State 
community, Darcie Campos, Director of Career 
Services started out as a small-town girl. Originally 
from Bushnell, Illinois, near Western Illinois 
University in Macomb, Campos has moved through 
Illinois working in higher education institutes 
throughout her professional career. In the past, she's 
worked at Monmouth College, Concordia 
University Chicago, and her alma mater, Eastern 
Illinois University. 

Although she earned her B.A. in Speech 
Communications, she was drawn to a career in 
higher education and working with college students. 
It was when she realized that some of her best 
memories "were spent on a college campus" that 
she returned to EIU to work in Admissions and earn 
a Masters in College Student Affairs. After working 
in private universities, she says she "wanted to get 
back to [her] roots in the public sector. .. [and] liked 
GSU because it served an underserved population." 

"A quality education should be available to 
everyone," she said. "It shouldn't be set aside for a 
select few eligible to attain it." 

Since becoming Director of Career Services, the 
Office of Career Services has phased out the "all 
majors" career fairs to offer more individualized 
fairs, each focusing on a specific major or 
department. This year, GSU will host the criminal 
justice and public policy job fair in October, 
followed by the science and health professions job 
fair in December. Other department fairs will run 
through spring including an education fair, followed 
by a business fair highlighting banking, finance, 
investments and accounting, as well as a health 
professions and human services fair. In addition the 
Office of Career Services is looking to hold a 
seminar in the future for students looking at 
breaking into the film industry in Chicago. Many 
other programmatic offerings will be made 
available as further assessment is done to find out 
what the needs of the GSU community are. 

Campos' advice to those earning their degrees is 
to "take advantage of all the services in the career 
services office and build relationships with faculty 
and administrators to increase your professional and 
social network." 

The office of career services not only helps 
students write resumes and look for jobs and 
internships, but also helps students choose a career 
or transition into a new career. 

"We offer self assessments to help students 
narrow down potential interest areas, and are happy 
to assist in setting up job shadowing and 
informational interviewing opportunities," Campos 
explained. "We also provide information on how to 
handle salary negotiations, conducting a successful 
job search, and even provide mock interviewing 
opportunities." 

Outside of academic life, Campos enjoys 
spending quality time with her family and friends, 
and has a strong appreciation for music and theatre. 
An exciting new addition will also arrive to the 
Campos family soon as she and her husband Jose 
will welcome their first child, a little girl, due in 
September. 

When asked where she would travel if she could 
go anywhere in the world, Campos said with a 
smile, "someplace tropical with some culture." 

GSU Says Goodbye 
By Sarah Silhan 
Editor 

They say it's not the dates on the tombstone, but rather 
the dash in between that's really important. In the past few 
weeks, GSU has lost two of its long-time faculty 
members, Professor Helen Timpone and Professor 
E. Joyce Mohberg. 

However, instead of simply printing an obituary and a 
photo, the Phoenix is accepting submissions from 
YOU - the student body, faculty, staff and 
administration. We want to hear the stories of what made 
these two women an integral part of the GSU community 
for so many years. 

Dr. Elaine Maimon, President of the University said, 
"All of us at GSU are saddened by the loss of Joyce 
Mohberg. Joyce was a true educator and a great asset to 
the university. She will be remembered by her students as 
a mentor and by her colleagues as an inspiration. 
She will be greatly missed." 

Dr. Maimon commented on the loss of Professor 
Timpone as well. 

""As a professor and alumna, Helen Timpone 
exemplified the best of GSU," Dr. Maimon said. "She is 
fondly remembered by faculty and students. Community 
members valued her stellar work as a psychologist and 
counselor. She leaves an important legacy and will be 
missed by all." 

So we want to know, what was it about Professors 
Timpone and Mohberg that YOU will remember most? 
What legacy do they leave as mentors, teachers and 
colleagues? In our August issue, we'll feature a special 
memorial article, hopefully including more than just 
names and dates. Instead, we want to show that these two 
professors truly did touch the lives of those whom they 
taught. 

Please send your submissions to Phoenix@govst.edu 
and put "Memorial Tribute" in the subject line. 
Submissions will be accepted through August 1. 

GSU Sponsors Genealogy Workshop 
By Pooja Joshi 

Contributing Writer 

useful in the process. Individuals can begin with basic 
information available to them of their immediate families 
and trace back their roots to as long as few centuries back. 

When someone asks, "Where are you from?" the 
common response is to name your hometown. But what 
about your ancestors? While some families have been in 
America for centuries, others are just beginning their lives 
here. 

Library specialist Pam Taylor will be presenting the 
workshop. Apart from her degree in psychology, she has 
devoted the past 10 years of her life to developing her 
family tree. To read her blog on the subject, you can visit 
www.taylorstales-genealogy.blogspot.com. 

Anyone interested in working on a family tree is 
encouraged to enroll. The workshop is free and open to 
all, and will meet in room D2401B of the Library between 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

To help answer questions of heritage and ancestry, the 
GSU library will sponsor a workshop focused on 
genealogy on Thursday, July 24. Aimed at helping 
students better research their family history. The "Starting 
Your Family Tree" workshop will enable individuals to get 
started at the basic level - drawing a family tree. 

For more information on the workshop, contact Taylor 
via email at p-taylor@govst.edu. 

The workshop will also familiarize the participants 
with the latest tools and software programs that can be 

Registration for the workshop can also be done online 

by visiting the library website at www.govst.edu/library. 

Colleges Misrepresent Diversity $NEED CASH$ 
INSTANT 

CASH ADVANCE 
By Ryan Miller 
The Daily Texan 

(U-WIRE)-A study based on random 
samples of brochures and advertisements 
from hundreds of colleges found that some 
had cut and pasted faces of minority 
students onto the bodies of white students 
to depict a higher level of diversity. 

The study, conducted by Minnesota 
sociology professor Timothy Pippert, shows 
what he describes as a misrepresentation of 
campus diversity. 

Pippert, an associate professor of 
sociology at Augsburg College, 
collaborated with sociology student Edward 
Matchett for the study and found that 
institutions often print photographs that 
suggest greater campus diversity than they 
really have. 

"We do wonder if there are cases when 
students have found themselves on 
campuses that, in actuality, look nothing 
like how they were portrayed in the 
brochures," Pippert said. 

Pippert's study, based on a random 
sampling of material from 371 U.S. 
colleges and universities, shows the 
accuracy of racial representation based on 
actual average percentage break-downs of 
the schools. The study found that black 
students were overrepresented in 
promotional ads, appearing in a higher 
percentage of ads than enrollment figures 
suggest there are on campus. 

Pippert said this seems to show that 
many marketers define diversity solely by 
the appearance of black students in 
university advertisements. 

The study also found a slight 
overrepresentation of Asian Americans in 
college catalogs. The result of Hispanic 
representation is not yet complete, Pippert 
said. 

"We're not saying that the colleges are 
doing this with malicious intent. There is 
value in campuses saying that people with 
different backgrounds are welcome here," 
Pippert said. 
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CAS Brings Presidential Election to Front of Class 
By Chris Gloff 
Contributing Writer 

Oftentimes, when sitting through a class, many 
students think, "When will I ever use this information?" 

Student Support Services. "Various Political Studies and 
Social Science courses are being adapted during the 
upcoming fall semester to incorporate study and analyze 
this historic election," Hendrickson added. 

election relates directly to information we study in 
class." 

Hendrickson added, "Applying what students see 
and hear while following the election to the various 
principles and approaches of given courses of study 
gives students and teachers an opportunity to enhance 
learning." 

This coming fall, GSU instructors will have an 
immediate answer for some of their students. The 
College of Arts and Sciences, in conjunction with the 
Political Studies, Political and Justice Studies, Social 
Science, and History departments, are working to apply 
various theories and principles to the upcoming 2008 
presidential election. 

History 516, Issues in Modern U.S. History; Social 
Sciences 311, Survey of Social Science; and Political 
Justice Studies 815, Theories and Approaches to 
Political and Justice Studies are just a sampling of the 
courses planning to follow and incorporate the 
November election. 

A number of the courses following the election are 
listed as seminar or graduate level courses but are open 
to all GSU students. For a more detailed list of courses 
incorporating the election into the course framework or 
more information about students' eligibility to take a 
specific course, students should call the respective 
department or the GSU College of Arts and Sciences at 
(708) 534-4101. 

"Educators and learners are fortunate when current 
events occur at the same time in regard to what students 
are being exposed to in the classroom," said Lisa 
Hendrickson, Coordinator of Academic Advising and 

Dr. Larry Levinson, Academic Coordinator of Social 
Science Programs and Professor of Political Science, 
will be teaching the Political Justice Studies 815 course. 

"We are infusing many Social Science and Political 
Studies courses with issues surrounding the election," 
said Levinson. "Much of what will occur during the 

What's What in Sudan 
By Michelle Hulett 
Contributing Writer 

Imagine watching your family 
and friends brutally murdered as 
you are forced to evacuate your 
home. Imagine leaving everything 
you know, walking for hundreds of 
miles in constant danger of 
government bombers and rebel 
armies. Imagine being feasted on by 
hundreds of mosquitoes every 
night, seeing your friends eaten by 
lions and crocodiles, and traveling 
for days with no food. Now, 
imagine all of this through the eyes 
of a child. 

Dave Eggers' "What is the 
What" is the autobiographical novel 
based on the life of Valentino Achak Deng, one of the thousands of children 
forced from their homes during the second Sudanese civil war. Using vivid 
imagery, Eggers details Valentino's life - his peaceful life in Maria! Bai 
before the outbreak of the civil war, his escape with thousands of displaced 
children, the journey through three countries in search of freedom, and 
finally, the disillusionment he faces upon arrival in America. 

This novel is not only a horrific account of Sudanese history; it is also a 
story about human nature, love, and growing up. This intensely emotional 
novel is nothing short of extraordinary. Read the novel and discover for 
yourself "What is the What." 

For more information on the Lost Boys, the crisis in Sudan, or to find 
ways to help please visit the Valentino Achak Deng Foundation website at 
http: / /www.valentinoachakdeng.org. 
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Hancock: Great Idea, OK Movie 
By John Conrad 
Associate Editor 

Hancock opens with a car full of bad guys 
racing through the streets of Los Angeles 
doing bad things. While most heroes would 
leap at the opportunity to save the public from 
such a menace, Hancock (Will Smith) is busy 
fighting a hangover as he naps on a city 
bench. 

In the film a man with superhuman powers 
and no recollection of his past uses his 
abilities to fight crime. The problem? 
Hancock is a reckless, rude, alcoholic whose 
drunken crime-fighting exploits usually cause 
more harm than good. 

Following a public outcry against the 
damage Hancock inflicts on the city through 
his pursuit of justice, the not-too-superhero 
rescues a struggling public relations specialist 
(Jason Bateman). The two pair together to try 
and change Hancock's image to a public that 
has grown sick of his brand of"help." 

This movie is definitely original. And the 
release of this anti-superhero film couldn't 
have come at a better time. With this 
summer's release of the surprisingly good 
Iron Man, the surprisingly bland Incredible 
Hulk, and the much-anticipated Dark Knight, 
the scene was ripe for a new twist on the 
superhero genre. 

Bateman shines, as always, as the 
charming and loveable PR rep. Smith, despite 

his character's 
crassness and 
drinking problem, is 
likable as well. 
However, this posed 
a bit of a problem 
forme. 

I think Smith was 
miscast in this role. 
If the protagonist of 
the film is supposed 
to be an unlikable 
loser, the charismatic 
Will Smith was 
probably not the right candidate. It was hard 
for me to dislike Smith in the movie, despite 
his character 's demeanor. I mean its Will 
Smith, everyone loves that guy. The film may 
have worked a little better if someone easier 
to abhor was cast in the title role. 

With that said the plot of the film also 
meanders around for a bit, as if unsure of 
which direction it is heading. There are a few 
more coincidences than one would like in the 
movie as well. One or two coincidences are 
usually acceptable, but as the number ofthem 
increases so does the plot's implausibility. 

Despite its drawbacks, this was a fun 
movie and I had a good time watching it. I 
definitely recommend it to superhero and 
comic book fans, or those just looking for an 
hour and a half of humorous, brainless action. 
I give this movie 2 Y2 stars out of 4. 

Enroll your child now 

~ (~ (9' 
Governors State University 

FAMILY DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
A place w here learning is based on experience, relationships, com munication and creativity. 

The Family Development Center advances know ledge, skills and atti tudes toward learning and 
understanding the world in an extraord inary environment. Particluar emphasis is on the importance 
and value of the environment , materials and languages. documentation and a strong image of the 

, chi ld, full of ideas, capab ilities and potential. 

Birth to three prevention 
Experiences and activities include: 
- Home visits 
- Group activities w ith use of the program 

facilities including a unique 
stud io workspace 

- Monthly parent meetings 

* Half-day pre-kindergarten 
for children ages 3 to 5 years 
Experiences and act ivities include: 
- Play/Work time' in classroom and atrium space 
- Studio time to work with materials such as 

wire. clay, drawing materials, etc. 
-Story time 
- Outdoor time and gym t ime 
- Monthly parent meetings 

* Full day pre-kindergarten 
for C/>i!dren ages 3 to 5 years 
Experiences and activities include: 
• Play/Work time 
- Studio time to work w ith materials such as 

wire, clay, drawing materials, etc. 
-Story time 
-Outdoor time and gym time 
- Monthly parent meetings 
-Mealtimes 

... Programs o ffer opportunities for individual and small group 
activities exploring identity, community and sense of place. 

* Evening care (at an hourly rate) 
tor school age and pre-school children 
Experiences and activities include: 
- Play and interactive time 
- Studio time to work with materials such as 

wire, clay, drawing materials, etc. 
-Story time 
• Outdoor t ime and gym time 
- Meal times 

To receive more information, call 708-235-7300. 
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"Friend-Raiser" Focuses on GSU History 
By Sarah Silhan 

Editor 

the colleges, departments and programs [at GSU]." explains. "I'd also like to see us develop indexes or 
inventories of historical resources in the region about 
the region and make the information available online to 
interested parties." 

Since its founding on July 17, 1969, GSU has 
certainly undergone a number of changes. It was 

initially a university without grades ~it instead had 
"competencies" ~ and lacked specific departments~ 
in its place was simply "interdisciplinary studies". And 
while things have certainly changed over the past 39 
years, one group on campus has dedicated themselves to 
promoting GSU's brief but rich history. 

Nicholson says the goal of the organization is to 
promote the study of history as it touches on the lives of 
the University and the people in its surrounding 
communities. The group does this through "the 
identification, collection, preservation and presentation 
of historically significant books, papers, maps, 
photographs, electronic databases and other artifacts." 

While the Friends of the GSU Library Historical 
Society primarily focuses on GSU's history, the 
members also enjoy looking into the history of the 
surrounding community, the South Suburban region, the 
Greater Chicago Metropolitan Area and, on a larger 
scale, the state of Illinois. 

To get started with this project, Nicholson, along 
with Jon Mendelson, GSU Professor Emeritus, are 
working to process a collection of microfilm copies of 
the original land survey notes for the GSU region. 
Nicholson believes this process, and the work which 
will subsequently follow, can benefit the GSU 
community greatly. 

The Friends of the GSU Library Historical Society 
initially began as a sub-group of the Friends of the GSU 
Library. Started by Eric Nicholson, a member of the 
South Suburban Heritage Association and Coordinator 
of Interlibrary Loans at GSU, the Historical Society 
became one of the many "friend-raisers" at GSU. 

"My particular interest was integrating all the 
various lines of the curricula laid out at GSU with each 
other and with the diverse interests and activities of the 
wider community in which we are embedded," 
Nicholson explained. "History is what unifies all of us, 
and historical inquiry is an active component in all of 

But their digging for information doesn't end there. 
"We also look at the family histories of our members 

as well as the natural histories of the universe, the 
planet and life on earth," Nicholson says. 

"The Friends of the GSU Library Historical Society 
could enrich the lives of those who study, work and live 
here," Nicholson said. "It could also provide a channel 
for the University to reach out to the communities of the 
region around us and help discover and share a common 
identity and celebrate richly entangled diversity." 

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month from noon until 1 p.m. on the library balcony. All 
are encouraged to attend. For more information, email 
Eric Nicholson at e-nicholson@govst.edu. 

Currently, the group is working to digitize materials 
relevant to the history of GSU and organize them for 
Web-based public access. 

"I would eventually like to see us sponsor a series of 
lectures or other presentations on work done or 
reviewed by members or outside guests," Nicholson 

For minutes and meeting times, please visit the 
Friends of the GSU Library link from the library's 
homepage, www.govst.edu/library. 

Students Avoid Campus Bookstores Colleges Forces to Pay Soldiers' Loans 
By Pierre Bertrand 
The Daily Texan 

(U-WIRE)-Unice Kim went to the University Co-op for the first time 
Wednesday to perform a price comparison of a textbook she had recently 
bought on Amazon. 

The advertising graduate student said she mainly buys textbooks online 
because they are cheaper than at the bookstore, which is the only 
establishment that offers new and used books for every UT course. 

Students are turning to alternative options for purchasing textbooks 
because of high costs. Businesses have been popping up to cater to student 
demand for cheaper options. 

In February, Congress proposed legislation to limit the price of textbooks 
throughout the nation. The proposed bill has provisions to make textbooks 
more affordable, such as requiring that textbook prices be available to 
students before the semester begins and requiring publishers to make 
unbundled and less expensive versions available. 

The difference between the price of a new textbook at the Co-op and the 
same book sold online or at another bookstore can be up to $100. 

A used biology book sold at Beat the Bookstore in Dobie Mall, which 
carries a limited selection of used UT textbooks, costs $35. The same book at 
the Co-op sells for $113. 

One online book rental company, Chegg, claims to save students 60 to 80 
percent on all textbooks. 

Instead of having students buy textbooks, the Web site rents books to 
students a semester at a time. 

Although online book providers boast great savings, using online services 
like Chegg may not be in the students' best interests, said Beat the Bookstore 
owner Ken Jones. 

Jones said the key to keeping textbooks affordable is buying only needed 
textbooks while avoiding supplementary materials. Students also need to pay 
attention to the net price of the textbooks or how much a student pays for a 
book after having purchased and returned it. 

Jones said the availability and price of textbooks at his store depends on 
how many students sell back their textbooks. 

"There's a shortage of used books," Jones said. "It's caused by students. 
Students don't sell their books back." 

By Brett Alexander & 
Rachel Veroff 
The Daily Texan 

(U-WIRE)-A new version of the 
Vietnam-era GI Bill will require colleges to 
pay off student soldiers' loans if they are 
called to duty in the middle of a semester. 

President Bush signed the GI Bill 
Monday, creating a new law designed to 
guarantee veteran's educational rights. Critics 
say the bill may become a burden to 
universities and could cause an increase in 
tuition for non-veteran students. 

The bill will require colleges to pay off 
students' loans if they are called upon for 
active duty in the military during the middle 
of a semester. It also allows students to sue 
colleges or universities if the institutions fail 
to refund their loans, and requires veterans to 
be reinstated at the same academic level as 
when they left for military service. 

"This bill properly provides a modem and 
fair educational benefit to address the needs 
of those who answered the call of duty to our 
country," said the bill's author, Virginia Sen. 
Jim Webb, in a Monday statement. "This is 
not simply an expansion of veterans' 
educational benefits. This is a new program, 
a deserved program." 

Capt. Stefan McFarland, UT assistant 
professor of military science, said even under 
the current system there are several military 
programs students can join while in school. 

They can sign up for the National Guard, 
or go on active duty through scholarships 

and receive payment. However, getting the 
money can sometimes be a difficult and 
lengthy process, McFarland said. 

"The world is a bureaucracy," he said. 
"There are multiple sources of money 
available to these students, but there's a lot of 
red tape to get through and paperwork to 
process, so sometimes there's a lag in getting 
these kids the money they need. We try to 
ensure these kids get all the benefits they're 
entitled to as fast as possible." 

According to current University policy, 
students who are called upon for active duty 
have their loan payments deferred until they 
return, said Thomas Melecki, director of 
Student Financial Services. 

Melecki said he likes the idea of students 
not having to pay for the loan money they 
didn't use, but based on what he's read, he 
sees a problem in the law that would affect 
current and future 
students. 

"It seems to me like the bill would put 
the payment for covering the cost that the 
student incurred on the college or 
university," Melecki said, adding that other 
students may have to pay more in tuition to 
compensate. 

Melecki said the law could be improved. 
He said the federal government could refund 
loans taken out by students and give the 
money back to the universities. 

"When these kids are deployed, their 
priority is to us, so it shouldn't be an issue 
for the university," McFarland said. 

---t 
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GSU Happenings 
Here's what's happening at GSU! Take advantage of all 
YOUR campus has to offer! To submit and event or 
"happening" for publication, please send an email to 
Phoenix@govst.edu and put "Happenings" in the subject 
line. Submissions are printed on a first-come, first-serve 
basis and when space allows. 

July 
• GSU's Quilting Group will meet Thursday, July 10 at noon 
on the Library Balcony. All are welcome to attend. Participants 
are encouraged to bring items for show and tell, things to work 
on, and their ideas for the group to the meeting. For more 
information, contact Dianne Kronika at x3979. 
• CX (CARS) training will take place Friday, July 11 from 11 
a.m. until noon in the ACS Lab. 
• Registration for fall classes begins July 14. For more 
information and a list of available classes, visit 
www.govst.edu/register. 
• Chi Sigma Iota presents, The Adolescent Substance Abuser: 
What everyone needs to know. Presented by Pamela A. 
Harrison, BA, CADA on Monday, July 14 from 7-9 p.m. in the 
GSU Hall of Honors. Refreshments will be served. 
• The Friends of the GSU Library will meet Wednesday, July 
16 at noon on the Library Balcony. 
• Disney's "Aladdin" will be performed at GSU's Center for 
Performing Arts on July 17 at 11 a.m. Call (708) 235-2222 for 
tickets or more information. Ticket price is $9; $7 each for 
groups of 20 or more. 
• The Illinois Counseling Association Chapter at GSU presents 
Career Counseling for Counselors Workshop,presented by Dr. 
Byron Waller, PhD, LCPC, on Tuesday, July 22 from 6-8 p.m. 
in Engbretson Hall. Refreshments will be served. 
• The "Starting Your Family Tree" Genealogy Workshop will 
be held in Room 2401B of the GSU Library from 1-3 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 24. 
• The Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park Trip to downtown 
Chicago will take place Saturday, July 26. Participants will 
visit Chicago's Millennium Park, the Chicago Cultural Center, 
and the Illinois State Museum in the J.R. Thompson Center. 
The fee for the event is $10 plus rail fare and food. Participants 
must have a photo ID for admission to the Thompson Center. 
For more information, call (708) 534-4486. 

7 

Phoenix Photo by Sarah Silhan 

On Saturday, June 7, 2008, severe storms raged through the GSU community and its 
neighboring suburbs, tearing off roofs, uprooting trees and snapping light poles like twigs. 
Luckily, there were no fatalities or major injuries due to the storm. Here, a collapsed garage 
awaits repair at a local apartment complex. 

Phoenix Photo by Sarah Silhan 

GSU Students wait in line for BBQ ribs and other tasty treats during the Father's Day 
Cookout in the Cafeteria Annex on Saturday, June 14. Thanks to all who volunteered or 
attended this great event! 

Solutions for Crossword & Sodoku found on page 8. 

? 
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Crossword & Sudoku: solutions on page 7 
Across 

1. Book of maps 
6. Deity 
9. Stumble 
13. Muscle spasm 
14. Fuss 
15. Give rise to 
16. Watercourse 
17. Part of a journey 
18. Expel from a 

country 
19. Give forth 
21. Seafarer 
23. Perish 
24. Yawn 
25. Was seated 
28. Metal fastener 
30. Bicycle for two 
35. Ship's company 
37. Halt 
39. Stage prior to 

metamorphosis 
40. Ice crystals 

forming a white 
deposit 

41. Spooky 
43. A secret look 
44. Savory jelly 
46. Manufacturing 

plant 
47. British peer 

between 
Viscount and 
Marquess 

48. Fuel 
50. Bitter quarrel 
52. Staining substance 
53. Infant 
55. Lacking in light 
57. Medical care 
61. Dedicated 

8 3 
1 

7 
4 1 

7 
2 

4 

4 

3 

65. Competitor 9. Cab 
66: The sheltered side 10. Delapidation 
68. Wear away 11. Small island 
69. Proficient 12. Look searchingly 
70. Wonderment 15. Breakfast food 
71. Scope 20. Offer then 
72. Saucy withdraw 
73. Married 22. Pertinent 
74. Slumber 24. Extol 

25. Remnant 
Down 26. Originate 

1. Unit of area 27. Lure 
2. Tidy 29. Part of a list 
3. Volcanic rock 31. Part of the neck 
4. Make better 32. Apprehension 
5. Painful joint injury 3 3. Each and all 
6. Strong wind 34. Type oftree 
7. Poem 36. Low dam 
8. Tenet 38. Heap 

7 3 
9 5 

8 7 

2 1 6 
8 

5 9 
1 7 4 

r tl you 
advertise in the I Phoenix, please call 

I 
Business Manager, 
sylvia Mcghee at 

The Phoenix welcomes letters 
to the editor and/or editorials. 
Letters can be submitted to 

phoenix@govst.edu. Letters 
may be edited for space or con-

I 
708-534-3068, or 

e-mail her at 
I phoenixad@govst.edu 

tent and must include your 
name and a contact number or 
email address by with you can 

be reached. 

42. Circumvent 
45. Metallic element 
49. Circuit 
51. Underwater 

workers 
54. Local authority 

regulation 
56. Ethical 
57. Snare 
58. Conceal 
59. At any time 
60. Engrossed 
61. Exploit 
62. Quality of a 
sound 
63. Boundary of a 

surface 
64. Oceanic abyss 
67. Female sheep 

97 199 100 

Campus Quips 
IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH WRITING 

I. Avoid alliteration. Always. 
2. Never use a long word when a 

diminutive one will do. 
3. Employ the vernacular. 
4. Eschew ampersands & abbreviations, etc. 
5. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are unnecessary. 
6. Remember to never split an infinitive. 
7. Contractions aren't necessary. 
8. Foreign words and phrases are not apropos. 
9. One should never generalize. 
10. Eliminate quotations. As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, 

"I hate quotations. Tell me what you know." 
11. Comparisons are as bad as cliches. 
12. Don't be redundant; don't use more words than 

necessary; it's highly superfluous. 
13. Be more or less specific. 
14. Understatement is always best. 
15. One-word sentences? Eliminate. 
16. Analogies in writing are like feathers on a snake. 
17. The passive voice is to be avoided. 
18. Go around the bam at high noon to avoid colloquialisms. 
19. Even if a mixed metaphor sings, it should be derailed. 
20. Who needs rhetorical questions? 
21. Exaggeration is a billion times worse than 

understatement. 
22. Don't never use a double negation. 
23. capitalize every sentence and remember always end 

it with point 
24. Do not put statements in the negative form. 
25. Verbs have to agree with their subjects. 
26. Proofread carefully to see if you words out. 
27. If you reread your work, you can find on rereading 

a great deal of repetition can be avoided by rereading 
and editing. 

28. A writer must not shift your point of view. 
29. And don't start a sentence with a conjunction. 

(Remember, too, a preposition is a terrible word to end 
a sentence with.) 

30. Don't overuse exclamation marks!!! 
31. Place pronouns as close as possible, especially in long 

sentences, as of 10 or more words, to the irantecedents. 
32. Writing carefully, dangling participles must be avoided. 
33. If any word is improper at the end of a sentence, a 

linking verb is. 
34. Take the bull by the hand and avoid mixing metaphors. 
35. Avoid trendy locutions that sound flaky. 
36. Everyone should be careful to use a singular pronoun 

with singular nouns in their writing. 
37. Always pick on the correct idiom. 
38. The adverb always follows the verb. 
39. Last but not least, avoid cliches like the plague; they're 

old hat; seek viable alternatives. 

.... .... .... .... .... .. ... L-----------------~~----~------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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