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LACE DYLAN

THE 1947 WILLIE
EARLE TRIAL IS
ONE INFAMOUS
MILESTONE.

“IF THERE HAS
EVER BEEN A
TRIAL OF THE
CENTURY, THAT'S
THE TRIAL,” SAYS
BAINBRIDGE.

the outrage of national press
covering the trial.

“If there has ever been a
trial of the century, that's the
trial,” says Bainbridge. “Not
only because of the trial itself,
but the impact it had and what
it showed about this place. And
it wasn't nice at all. There were
a lot of things in the history of
the area that weren't so pretty,
and vou can’t overlook that.
But you can understand it, and
that's what I'm trying to do.”

Bainbridge also chronicles
the Bar's diversification as it
grew to include women, Afri-
can Americans—anyone who
wasn't a white, male Protes-
tant—and the Bar's growing
impact in the public sphere as
the U.S. Supreme Court pushed
for the establishment of a pub-
lic defender’s office and free
legal services for low-income

residents in the 60s and 70s.

“The whole business of
public defense is still under-
funded,” says Bainbridge, “but
it lourished in Greenville
because some people pushed
to make sure it would stay.”

Furman alumni have
certainly played a role in that
push,

“I think there is a support-
ive environment [at Furman]
for people who want to do
things in the public interest,”
says Bainbridge.

Mitchell elaborates:

“In my opinion, there's this
Furman contingent of public
interest law-oriented people
that we should be extremely
proud of. The Furman grads
that come back to Greenville—
they tend to have an interest in
seeing the continued progress
and improvement in the as-
pirational side of law. They're
trying to create equality and
justice.”

In that sense, Aftorneys &
Law in Greenville County: A
History, which is available for
purchase on campus at the
universily's Barnes & Noble
bookstore, is more than a
comprehensive accounting of
professional guild. It is a fram-
ing of Greenville's growth—in
all its fits and starts, pain and
Lriumph—{rom the perspective
of those who have been (and
continue to be) driving lorces
for that progress. @
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NEXT

Reflection on Furman Going Forward

Last surmmer, two days after

ning African -American men and
women were slaughtered by a
white supremacist in Charleston,
theusands of people gathered

all over the state to hold hands,
process outrage, and acknowledge
communal sins. As | watched
350-plus people from all races,
creeds, and religious traditions
pour into the Furman chapel that
afterncon, | was hopeful about
what a collective response to
racism and xenophobia would look
like for our country, for the state
of South Caroling, and for this
campus.

I was hopeful then. | am
hopeful now.

Even so, | must be clear. That
hope is not bern out of ignorance,
As a chaplain and as co-chair af
Furman's presidential committee
on diversity and inclusion, | carry
a host of stories that pain me to
miy core, | know Cathalic students
who have been told they are
gqing to hell, Muslinn cammunh}-
members who have been told that
their traditicn is inherently violent,
gay and lesbian students who
have suffered slurs and blatant
disrespect, international students
told to go back te where they
came from, and the painful list
goes on. Perhaps we like to think
these things do not happen here,
but unfortunately, they do.

We have much to be proud
of, We have a leng way to go.

Amidst my awareness,
exhaustion, and outrage over
moments like the ones | just
described, | hold to the seemingly
autlandish comviction that it is
within spaces of great difference—

personal, religious, social, and
ideclagical —that the real project
of the university comes to life.

Homes for higher education
were never meant to merely
conceptualize democracy for
textbook consumption, The
real project has always been to
facilitate space, learning, and
opportunities for the enactment
of democracy. This enlivens and
“enfleshes” discourse, calling
us inta one anather's lives and
startes. Here, we it at tables and
e in residence halls and actively
listen in classrooms with people
wha help us grapple with our baas,
reimagine community beyond our
well-worn contexts, and embrace
the complexity of difference we
all pase for ane anather.

My hope for “what's next” at
Furman is that we will intention-
ally and joyfully choose to be a
place that presses inte this grand
experiment with equal doses of
fervar and care. We must believe
that the project is worth our time,
and even at the cost of overdra-
matizing, the grounding force for
cwvilization.
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