
The Echo

Volume 2016 Article 9

2016

Listening for the Conga
Kolade Olaiya

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarexchange.furman.edu/echo

Part of the Creative Writing Commons, Fine Arts Commons, Illustration Commons, and the
Photography Commons

This Poetry is made available online by Journals, part of the Furman University Scholar Exchange (FUSE). It has been accepted for inclusion in The
Echo by an authorized FUSE administrator. For terms of use, please refer to the FUSE Institutional Repository Guidelines. For more information,
please contact scholarexchange@furman.edu.

Recommended Citation
Olaiya, Kolade (2016) "Listening for the Conga," The Echo: Vol. 2016, Article 9.
Available at: http://scholarexchange.furman.edu/echo/vol2016/iss2016/9

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Furman University

https://core.ac.uk/display/214282133?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
http://scholarexchange.furman.edu/echo?utm_source=scholarexchange.furman.edu%2Fecho%2Fvol2016%2Fiss2016%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarexchange.furman.edu/echo/vol2016?utm_source=scholarexchange.furman.edu%2Fecho%2Fvol2016%2Fiss2016%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarexchange.furman.edu/echo/vol2016/iss2016/9?utm_source=scholarexchange.furman.edu%2Fecho%2Fvol2016%2Fiss2016%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarexchange.furman.edu/echo?utm_source=scholarexchange.furman.edu%2Fecho%2Fvol2016%2Fiss2016%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=scholarexchange.furman.edu%2Fecho%2Fvol2016%2Fiss2016%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1141?utm_source=scholarexchange.furman.edu%2Fecho%2Fvol2016%2Fiss2016%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1135?utm_source=scholarexchange.furman.edu%2Fecho%2Fvol2016%2Fiss2016%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1142?utm_source=scholarexchange.furman.edu%2Fecho%2Fvol2016%2Fiss2016%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarexchange.furman.edu/echo/vol2016/iss2016/9?utm_source=scholarexchange.furman.edu%2Fecho%2Fvol2016%2Fiss2016%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
�http:/scholarexchange.furman.edu/lib-records/1/�
mailto:scholarexchange@furman.edu


32 The Echo // Spring 2016

Pray to the lord, is what the mouthpiece of  the lord does 
Preach the word, is what the mouthpiece of  the lord does 
Two hours gone in the house of  the lord,  
Yet a grave yard was livelier. 

One man is seated, singing with his lips closed, 
And his head moving like a car with no brakes. 
The priest’s wife is so engrossed in the parable of
The prodigal son, and reads her bible with her eyes closed. 

Four hours gone in the house of  the lord, 
Yet a graveyard is still livelier. 
Suddenly, everyone stands on their feet 
When sticks strike the conga. 

Men and women wind their waists as freely as a tree moves  
When it answers the call of  the breeze.
The poor man smiles as his hands are in the air 
Constantly jamming each other as sticks strike the conga.

The strike of  the conga erases the sorrowful’s sorrow in a second
The strike of  the conga equates the rich and the poor in a second. 
Five hours gone in the house of  the lord, 
And finally, the strike of  the conga resurrects the dead.  
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