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Identified evidence base in working with children 0-3 diagnosed with sensory
stimulation seeking, impulsive.
#mData was collected by searching peer-reviewed journal articles published within
the years 2000-2010.
#mAIll appropriate peer-reviewed articles were read and information was organized by
sub-topic for review.
#mResults of the literature review was compiled and information extrapolated then
organized into table format depicting symptoms, sensory systems targeted and

Identified evidence based interventions.

Literature Review-Findings

Sensory Stimulation Seeking, Impulsive is a childhood diagnosis outlined in the DC: O-
3R. This diagnosis Is characterized by sensory reactivity patterns, motor patterns, and

behavioral patterns, leading to child appearing aggressive, destructive, recklessness, and

disorganized appearing behaviors. This disorder is generally observed in the

proprioceptive, vestibular and tactile sensory systems. The proprioceptive system is

times this Is the origin of tactile dysfunction, an inability to distinguish between benign

and dangerous touch (Lynch & Simpson, 2004).
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Sensory
System

Symptomatic Behaviors

Sensory
Seeking-
General
Information

Very Active, continuously engaging
and excitable to add movement,

touch, sound, and visual stimuli to
their daily experiences

Explorers of the world

Motivated to move by a desire to

; touch, taste, smell, see and hear
The Sensory Profile

The Short Sensory Profile

» Mclntosh, Miller, Shyu & Dunn, 1999
» Abbreviated Sensory Profile, solid

psychometric properties. Assesses
sensitivity: tactile, taste/smell,

everything around them

e Dunn, 1999

» Ages between 3 and 10 years, assesses
sensory systems, activity level,

movement, and emotional social

Often move until they drop and may

not nap at the same time everyday

visual/audio, movement, under-
responsive/seeks sensation, auditory
filtering, low energy/weak

functioning (highly studied) Parents of sensory seekers find

themselves worn out by the end of
the day from chasing these explorers

Tactile
System- touch
(protective,
discriminative)

A child who pushes or bumps into
others when in a small space,
bothered by random touch from
others Distraction with touch
sensation, interfering with learning,
tackles others, Often misinterprets
touch

Vestibular
System- inner
ear, gravity
(where we are
In relation to
the earth)

Seek intense, fast spinning
movement, thrill seeker, enjoy being
upside down, fidgets, rocks, trouble
staying seated, Clumsy or
uncoordinated, labeled as destructive,
poor eye movement, poor reading
acquisition, and language disorders

The Miller Assessment of
Preschoolers

« Miller, 1988

« Ages 2.9-5.8 years, Based on
extensive research, Provides
Information on developmental
level

The Test of Sensory Functions in
Infants

» DeGangi & Greenspan, 1989

« Infants and Toddlers, diagnostic
criterion-reference assessing
regulatory disorders,
developmental delay, learning
disorders risk

» Professionals licensed to work
In the health care field or trained
In education and working with
parents to assess children

Proprioceptive
System-
Muscles,
joints,
tendons,
connective
tissue

Chews cuffs/collars, Poor body
awareness, problems with smoothly
graded movement, poor motor
control, clumsiness and frustration,
cracks knuckles, sits of feet

Speech production, articulation

« Administered by professionals
trained in child development
and sensory processing.

#Development of evidence based interventions/activities to be utilized in the home or office

and treatment of regulatory disorders.

setting with children determined to have sensory regulation disorders.
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