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State budget jam influences SIUE
by Megan McClure

Alestle Editor in Chief

Now six weeks past its original deadline, the Illinois 
state legislature continues to battie through budget talks. 
In the meantime, state agencies -  including SIUE -  wait 
with baited breath to find out their fates.

“He (Gov. Rod Blagojevich) hasn’t been able to 
reconcile the difference on how to pay for it with the 
legislature,” Assistant Vice Chancellor for Planning and 
Budgeting Rich Walker said.

The budget is determined in a four-step process. 
First, the university’s allocation request for the 2008 fiscal 
year was filed last fall to be included in the Illinois Board 
of Higher Education recommended budget. Using 
information from the IBHE and other state agencies, the 
governor prepared a budget to present to the state 
legislature.

“For about four months, we’ve had the

recommended budget for the governor,” Budget Director 
Bill Winter said, noting that Blagojevich’s budget was 
released March 7.

At this point, Winter explained, the legislature has the 
option to pass the proposed budget “as-is” or for a lesser 
amount. Since budget talks extended past the start of the 
fiscal year -  July 1 -  the legislature passed a temporary 
budget to keep state agencies functioning.

“That is basically enough to get us through the 
month of July,” Winter said.

The university’s operating budget, which is among 
the items being discussed in Springfield, covers budget 
elements such as administration and faculty salaries, as 
well as utilities. The amount allotted to SIUE in the 
temporary budget, or $5.3 million for July, is roughly 
one-twelfth of the university’s annual budget.

“It’s not to the penny,” Winter said.
The university’s operating budget comes from two 

sources: state allocations and tuition revenue.

With the month one-third complete and no end in 
immediate sight, Winter says the university has a plan in 
case the temporary budget expires before decisions are 
made. First, another temporary budget could be 
approved. If not, reserves from the university’s income 
fund could be used until a budget is finalized.

“We have enough money in that to go for several 
months,” Winter said.

Included in the governor’s recommended budget is a 
1.9 percent increase in SIUE’s state appropriations, 
adding up to slighdy more than $1.1 million. If approved, 
the additional money will be used for items approved by 
the University Planning and Budget Council, including 
salary increases and hiring new faculty, as well as cost 
increases, including utilities.

“If the amount the legislature approves is lower ... at 
that point, we would have to re-evaluate our budget,”
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During his career in culinary arts. First Cook Heinz Dziurowtiz has cooked meals for dignitaries and students alike.

First Cook Heinz Dziurowtiz 
uses culinary expertise at SIUE

H undreds of students eat at the 
Center Court in the Morris 
University Center every day, 

grabbing a bite between classes or visiting 
with friends over lunch.

Truckloads of food from SIUE go out 
to approximately 900 children in Head 
Start programs around the area.

What those children and students 
probably don’t know is that the food they 
eat was likely prepared by the same man 
who has prepared food for the president of 
Poland, the chancellor of SIUE and a high- 
ranking official of China, among others -  
First Cook Heinz Dziurowtiz.

Dziurowitz has been cooking at SIUE 
for almost six years and was one of the first 
cooks hired out of the system at SIUE.

“They were looking for someone with 
experience,” Dziurowitz said.

After working as the head cook at the 
Moonlight restaurant in Alton for 22 
years, as well as working as the store 
manager at Steak N Shake for several 
years, Dziurowitz has experience to spare.

“Fve been interested in cooking since 
I was very young,” Dziurowitz said.

Dziurowtiz’s mother, a native of 
Yugoslavia, cooked a lot of European food, 
when he was younger. /

“I didn’t realize that the way my mom 
cooked, that was kind of a gourmet thing,” 
Dziurowtiz said. “If I had known I would 
be cooking when I grew up, I would have 
paid more attention to what she was 
cooking.”

Second Cook Norman Muller has 
worked with Dziurowtiz for the past five 
to six years, and described him as friendly, 
joking and outgoing.

“Heinz knows a whole lot about 
cooking things from scratch,” Muller said. 
“If we’re ever in a bind, he’s very ingenious
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Minimum 
wage hike 
may mean 
student fee 
increase

by Holly Meyer
Alestle Managing Editor

How the minimum wage increase 
will affect SIUE is still uncertain, but 
there is potential for student fee 
increases to offset the cost.

Even though SIUE is a state 
university, not all services on campus 
are funded by state appropriations, 
SIUE budget director Bill Winter said.

Certain departments on campus 
are not state-funded, including the 
Morris University Center, Campus 
Recreation, Student Fitness Center and 
University Housing. These 
departments rely on student fees and 
their profits to stay open, Winter said.

The minimum wage rate went up 
from $6.50 per hour to $7.50 per hour 
on July 1. The legislation, Senate Bill 
1268, passed and signed by the 
governor ensures a $.25 increase 
annually until 2010; the minimum 
wage rate will be $8.25 per hour.

The increase in the minimum wage 
could require an increase in student 
fees, but it is too early to tell.

“We think we will be okay,” James 
McDermott, Morris University Center 
accountant, said. “Raising prices is the 
last resort.”

McDermott said the MUC is 
waiting on a new contract from U.S. 
Food Services that will allow products 
to be purchased at a cheaper rate. 

“What we’re trying to do is
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Police Reports
7-3

Police responded to Woodland Hall Circle regarding 
plants being dug up and stolen.

7-4

Police issued Bianca Elliott-Barnes for driving without a 
valid driver's license on South University Drive.

7-5

Police took a call that approximately 60 pounds of 
aluminum may have been stolen from the East St. Louis 
Higher Education Center Building B.

Carl Mitchell posted $700 cash on a warrant for failure 
to  appear and contem pt o f court for the operation of an 
uninsured motor vehicle and no valid registration.

7-7

Police took a report o f a two-vehicle accident at the 
Cougar Village recreation area. No injuries or road 
blockage was reported.

Police issued Talia Reed a citation for the operation of 
an uninsured m otor vehicle on South University Drive.

7-8

Police issued Kaci Weirich a citation for disobeying a 
posted stop sign at Lot 10.

Police issued Edward Green a citation for the operation 
o f an uninsured m otor vehicle on New Poag Road.

7-9

Police issued Andrew Logsdon a citation for speeding on 
East University Drive.

photo by Steve Berry/Alestle
Preparing meals, Heinz Dziurowitz works in the basement of the Morris University Center. Dziurowitz says he 
enjoys working with his fellow employees at Center Court.
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about coming up with things on the 
fly.”

Dziurowitz is sort of a jack-of- 
all-trades in dining services, helping 
out pretty much wherever he can: 
catering, the bakery, the Head Start 
programs and Center Court.

But his favorite is still his 
regular job, the night shift in the 
Center Court.

“They give me quite a bit of 
freedom to do things the way I like 
and the way I know they will work,” 
Dziurowitz said. “I especially like 
working with the student workers.

The night shift is like one big, happy 
family.”

Once, Dziurowitz helped 
prepare the catering for an Arts and 
Issues event featuring Lech Walesa, 
a Polish politician and former trade 
union and human rights activist.

After he was done preparing the 
food, Dziurowitz went to listen to 
Walesa speak.

“I thought it was really 
interesting, since my dad is from 
Poland,” Dziurowitz said. “I think 
that was my high point, listening to 
him.”

Another high point for 
Dziurowitz was when he cooked for 
an official of China.

“It was on a military base and it 
was very high security,” Dziurowitz 
said.

He has also cooked for a dinner 
party for the president of Poland, for 
the Lincoln Academy Governor’s 
Ball and for the catering for Howard 
Dean, a famous American politician 
and former presidential contender.

Maggie Willis can be reached at 
alestlenews@gmail.com or 650-3527.

...........
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E-mail system crashes
Alestle News Staff Report

E-mail inboxes throughout 
the SIUE WebMail system were 
shut down following a system 
failure around 3 p.m. Monday.

“We still, at this point, do 
not know what caused the 
outage,” Manager of Office of 
Information Technology
Customer Support Center Brian 
Lotz said.

OIT compiles back-up tapes

of the WebMail system each 
night. Lotz said OIT staff 
members used those tapes to 
rebuild each of the system’s 
23,116 e-mail accounts.

Service was restored Tuesday 
afternoon.

Lotz said OIT personnel will 
work to determine what caused 
the outage.

Alestle News can be reached at 
alestlenews@gmail.com or 650-3527.

Chemicals set off alarm
Alestle News Staff Report

The Edwardsville Fire 
Department responded to a gas 
smell just before 1 p.m. Monday 
in the Science Building.

The smell turned out to be a 
non-hazardous mixing of 
chemicals coming from a lab, 
according to Greg Conroy, 
University Director of Marketing

BUDGET
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Winter said.
As a state-run institution, 

SIUE is waiting along with every 
other public university and state 
agency in Illinois.

“They’re all in the same 
situation,” Winter said.

Although the university 
depends heavily upon the money 
in question. Winter said the 
school and its programs are not 
in jeopardy.

“There’s no crisis or 
anything like that,” he said, “but 
we don’t know what kind of 
funding we’re going to get.”

Though many financial 
issues remain unresolved, Winter 
said the proposed Science 
Building construction project is 
not tied with the operating 
budget. A $3 million grant, 
announced by Blagojevich on 
Nov. 29, 2005, is designated for 
construction of a new science 
building and renovation of the 
current facility.

“The Science Building has 
been high on the priority list, but 
there hasn’t been a capital 
budget,” Winter said, explaining

MINIMUM WAGE
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purchase products smarter and 
cheaper,” McDermott said.

McDermott said the budget 
projection for the MUC from 
now until 2010 will only require 
a one percent student fee increase 
annually.

“That’s less than the inflation 
rate,” McDermott said.

The projection includes the 
annual $.25 minimum wage 
increase until 2010, according to 
McDermott.

McDermott said he expects 
that with the 500 more students 
living on campus with the 
opening of Evergreen residence 
hall that the MUC will be able to 
offset the additional cost.

The minimum wage increase

and Communications.
The building was evacuated 

and put on lock down until the 
source of the smell was found.

Conroy said the all clear was 
given around 1:45 p.m. and 
people were let back into the 
building.

Alestle News can be reached at 
alestlenews@gmail.com or 650-3527.

that the operating budget is “the 
most pressing matter at hand.” 

The capital budget, which 
includes the construction portion 
of the Science Building proposal, 
also rests with the legislature. 
However, the university has 
already received funding for the 
design phase of the project.

“Not having a capital budget 
yet has not slowed down the 
progress on Science Building 
designs,” Walker said.

The capital budget, which 
the state borrows money to fund, 
also includes other SIUE items.

“We have other things 
requested in the capital budget,” 
Walker said, “but we would be 
thrilled to get the Science 
Building.”

As talks continue, state 
agencies and citizens alike 
continue to wait for a resolution.

“I’m hopeful we’ll have a 
final budget approved by the 
state in the not-too-distant 
future,” Winter said.

Megan McClure can be reached at 
alestlenews@gmail.com or 650-3527.

could also have an affect for the 
student fees that support Campus 
Recreation and Student Fitness 
Center.

The facility is supported by 
student fees and profits generated 
from membership, Director of 
Campus Recreation Mick 
Osterander said.

There are no plans to cut 
back on the services or jobs 
offered to students as a result of 
the increase, according to 
Osterander.

“We are going to find a way 
to absorb it into the budget,” 
Osterander said.

Holly Meyer can be reached at 
alestlenews@gmail.com or 650-3527.

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY

Summer Showbiz Season 
2007

p is  ney s
SIU E  students get a free ticket 
with valid ID thanks to C A B .

M m m m

D unham  Hall 
T h e a t e r  B o x  O ffic e  
618 - 650-2774

Get your tickets NOW!
Ju ly  12-14 & Ju ly  19-21 at 7 :30  PM 

Ju ly  15* & 22 at 2 PM

Tickets $12-$15 are on sale now!
*Special event J u ly  15! $5
High School Musical Sing Along and Photo Op  

after matinee will require an additional ticket.

THURSDAY M6HT
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Letters to the Editor Policy:

The editors, staff and publishers of the 
Alestle believe in the free exchange of 
ideas, concerns and opinions and will 
publish as many letters as possible.

Letters may be turned in at the Alestle 
office located in the Morris University 
Center, Room 2022 or via e-mail at 

alestle@gmail.com.

All hard copy letters should be typed 
and double-spaced. Letters should be 

no longer than 500 words.

Please include phone number, 
signature, class rank and major.

We reserve the right to edit letters for 
grammar and content. However, care 

will be taken to ensure that the letter's 
message Is not lost or altered.

Letters to the editor will not be printed 
anonymously except under extreme 

circumstances.

We reserve the right to reject letters.

About the Alestle:

One copy of the Alestle is no charge. 
Additional copies cost 25 cents.

The Alestle Is a member of the Illinois 
College Press Association, the 

Associated Collegiate Press and U- 
W1RE.

The name Alestle is an acronym 
derived from the names of the three 
campus locations of Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville: Alton, East St. 

Louis and Edwardsville.

The Alestle is published on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays during fall and spring 

semesters and on Wednesdays during 
summer semesters. For more 
information, call 650-3528.

Have a comment?
Let us know!

Send us an e-mail: 
alestleedltor@gmail.com 
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Campus Box 1167 

Edwardsville, III. 62026-1167
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Questions or comments regarding this section? 
Contact Opinion Editor Justin Gibson at 

650-3527 or alestle@gmail.com.

Wednesday, Ju ly 11, 2007

The Alestle is 
seeking guest 

columnists and 
cartoonists to help 
contribute to the 

newspaper

Contact 
Opinion Editor 

Justin Gibson at 
alestle@gmail.com

Who is really the “Sicko” when it comes to health?
You like waiting in long 

lines? Well, neither do I, but give 
many in this country what they 
want with socialized medicine 
and that may just be what we are 
all in store for. Just when you 
thought waiting 30 minutes in a
doctor’s office __________
was bad
enough, try 
tacking on a 
couple of years.
S o c i a l i z e d  
medicine is 
providing the 
entire country 
with healthcare, 
which is
controlled by 
the government.
Everyone in the
United States receiving “free” 
healthcare sounds like an 
amazing plan that could benefit 
many, but hold on just a second.

The topic of socialized 
medicine has been a hot topic for 
some time, but controversial 
filmmaker Michael Moore and 
his “documentary,” titled “Sicko,” 
have recently fueled it. Moore

Justin
Gibson

insists diat socialized medicine is 
the way to go and is highly 
successful in other countries such 
as France, Great Britain, Canada 
and yes, even Cuba. It tough to 
truly think Moore even believes 
his own rhetoric, when at a 
recent press conference he was 
questioned to if he would 
consider moving to Cuba for the 
excellent health care system. 
Moore became intensely 
uncomfortable with the 
questioning, made small laughs 
for a few seconds, then 
responded with an off-topic joke. 
He knows that the American 
healthcare system if far sufficient 
to Cuba, no matter what he tried 
to depict with his American- 
hating garbage.

Moore makes soom good 
points with his attack on our 
health care system that is able to 
reject those they feel unfit for 
their services, which leaves many 
people out in the cold who 
desperately need medicines, 
treatments, etc. Yet, people use 
things more when they are free, 
and when it comes to health care

you can expect substantial 
overuse of the system. Our 
government is already gready in 
debt. Let’s say our population 
spends $300 billion dollars in 
healthcare that will be put on our 
government’s backs; who is 
going to pay for that?

In addition, how do you 
prioritize who gets treatments 
first and who waits? There are 
past reports in Canada that some 
people waited so long on a 
waiting list to get into their 
doctor that they died before they 
were able to get in to receive 
proper treatment. Who will 
decide if someone in need of 
heart surgery gets priority over 
someone with lung cancer?

Moore also highlights how 
much cheaper drug prices are in 
foreign countries such as in Cuba 
than in the United States, which 
is much more affordable to those 
in need. He leaves out the part 
though that drug prices are much 
cheaper in foreign countries 
because they are riding the 
coattails of the enormous profits 
made in the U.S. market. If we

switched to socialized medicine, 
drug companies would almost 
surely just increase those prices 
gready in the foreign countries 
where they are currently much 
cheaper rather than taking huge 
cuts in their profit. All hell would 
probably break loose with our 
friends across the seas if our 
government were second- 
handedly increasing their health 
costs.

While our health care system 
is far from being near perfect, 
doing what Michael Moore 
wants and switching to socialized 
medicine would leave us far 
worse off. The U.S. does not 
have the benefit of changing its 
program around and riding the 
markets o f other foreign 
countries to keep our costs down. 
Instead of burning our system to 
the ground, lets try to revamp 
and remodel some of the current 
problems in a much more 
sensible manner.

Justin Gibson can be reached at 
akstle@gmail.com or 650-3527.

Improve the status of at-risk black males
Check most statistics 

comparing blacks and whites in 
America, and you'll find too 
many black boys and men 
lagging. While the number of 
black men
earning co llege___
degrees has p r o m  
q u a d r u p l e d  i
since the 1960s, . j l .  
the number W l l C  
growing up in 
disadvantaged 
circumstances has also grown.

That latter group has led to a 
crisis among young black males 
that threatens the entire nation, 
according to the National Urban 
League's State of Black America 
2007 report.

According to the report, 
black men are more than twice as

likely to be unemployed as white 
men. In the workforce, black 
males on average earn only about 
75 percent of what their white 
male counterparts make. Blacks 
are nearly seven times more likely 
to go to jail, and their average 
sentences tend to be 10 months 
longer.

In addition, black males 
between the ages of 15 and 34 
are nine times more likely to be 
killed by firearms.

To address these problems, 
the national civil rights group 
suggests greater emphasis on 
approaches we have long 
supported. Among them are 
expanded opportunities for early 
childhood education (especially 
for preschoolers from 
disadvantaged backgrounds),

more experimentation with all
male schools, longer school days 
and mentoring, and additional 
second-chance programs for high 
school dropouts and ex- 
offenders. Federal summer jobs 
programs should be restored to 
pre-2000 levels.

The Minneapolis Urban 
League sponsors several efforts 
to help young men reach their 
positive, constructive potential. 
Its juvenile advocacy program 
refers teens to counselors and 
mentors after a first brush with 
the juvenile justice system. The 
idea is to make that first contact 
with the system the last. The 
League's Mending the Nest effort 
works with community groups to 
help keep young blacks in school 
and involved in other positive

activities. Its goal is to cut the 
number of black prison inmates 
by 50 percent.

The Minneapolis Urban 
League also serves about 240 K- 
12 children in its contract 
alternative school. In an 
arrangement with public schools 
the organization takes students 
who are struggling in traditional 
schools and offers smaller classes 
and more personalized 
instruction.

To help at-risk black boys 
and men reach their full 
productive potential, such efforts 
merit much more support.

© 2007, Star Tribune 
(Minneapolis)

Distributed by McClatchy- 
Tribune Information Services.
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Questions or comments regarding 
this section? Contact Lifestyles Editor 
Matthew Schroyer at 650 -3531  or 
alestlelifestyles@gmail.com.
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Meet 
me in
1904

The 1000 Miles O ff 
Broadway theater group 

makes a rendition of 
a famous musical 
set in St. Louis

by Maggie Willis

Alestle News Reporter

A classic Julie Garland musical, which will whisk 
audience members back to the excitement of the 1904 
World’s Fair, is being revisited by area performers.

At 7 p.m. Thursday through Saturday, the musical 
“Meet Me in St. Louis” will be performed in the 
Edwardsville LeClaire Christian Church Auditorium. 
A matinee will take place at 2 p.m. on Sunday.

Performed by the community theater group 1000 
Miles Off Broadway, the “Meet Me in St. Louis” 
production is based on the 1944 musical starring Judy 
Garland.

The story focuses on the Smiths, a middle-class 
family with four daughters and a son living in St. 
Louis, a year before the 1904 World’s Fair.

Sarah Hawkins plays Esther, the second eldest 
daughter originally played by Judy Garland, who is 
infatuated with John Truitt, the boy next door played 
by 17-year-old Ronnie Weaver.

Rose, the eldest daughter, played by Abbye Lakin, 
also has a beau -  the millionaire Warren Sheffield, 
played by Brandyn Rust.

Steve Berry/Alestle
Meet Me in St. Louis cast members on the set Monday. From left, Shea Maples, Abbye Lakin, Ronnie Weaver, and 
Brandyn Rust.

However, the family soon finds out that Mr. Smith 
has earned a position at a law firm in New York and 
they will all move right after Christmas.

The family is devastated. Katie, the family maid 
played by the president of 1000 Miles Off Broadway, 
Pam Masching, will lose her job. Rose and Esther will 
have to leave their romantic interests behind, while 
Mrs. Smith will have her home uprooted. Not only 
that, but they will also miss the World’s Fair, which the 
family has been looking forward to for months.

Hawkins said that while she wasn’t expecting to 
get to play the role o f Esther, she was glad to get the 
part.

“Ester is a litde ahead o f her time,” Hawkins said. 
“She’s from a time period where she’s supposed to be 
conservative, but she’s really vivacious and goes after 
the things that she wants.”

For instance, in one scene, Ester tells her sister 
Rose that she thinks she will let John Turnitt kiss her, 
to which Rose replies in horror that women shouldn’t 
let men kiss them until they are engaged.

Hawkins said her favorite scene to act out is when 
Rose and Ester first see John Turnitt in his yard.

“We’re trying to have a conversation loud enough

for him to hear,” Hawkins said, but the boy next door 
is oblivious to the attention.

Hawkins also said she enjoys the scene where she 
beats John up.

Weaver said his favorite scene is the World’s Fair.
“It just looks awesome,” Weaver said. “The artist 

did a really good job painting the scenery, and the 
lighting is awesome.”

Dana Kelting, the director o f the production, said 
the show is a chance for the actors to boost their self
esteem, make new friends and try something new.

“There’s a whole bunch of people from all over the 
community who get to be on stage,” Kelting said. “It’s 
a very family-oriented show.”

Tickets can be purchased in advance at Once Upon 
a Toy, The Garden Kingdom and The Bank of 
Edwardsville’s main location on Vandalia Street or at 
the door for $7 for adults and $5 for children and 
seniors.

For more information about the 1000 Miles Off
Broadway production o f “Meet Me in St. Louis,” call
Masching at (618) 655-1422 or go to
www. ItWOmifesoffbroadway.com. _ ; 7 
Matthew Schroyer can be reached at akstklifestyks@jimail.com or
650-3531.

entertainment calendar
THURSDAY 7.12
While on summer vacation, Troy, a quintessential high school jock 
runs into Gabriella, the brainy type, cross paths, and sparks begin 
to fly. They part ways only to meet again once the school year 
starts, as Gabriella moves to East High, Troy’s stomping ground. 
Ignoring the advice of friends, they spread their wings to impress 
each other and try out for the high school musical. The Summer 
Showbiz program takes on Disney’s High School Musical, with 
the first run from Thursday to Sunday. The musical returns for a 
second run July 19-22. Tickets are $15, with student and senior 
citizen tickets for $12. For tickets and information, call the Fine 
Arts box office at (618) 650-2774.

FRIDAY 7.13
Paraskavedekatriaphobia is a fancy word for a fear of Friday the 13, that rare numerical happenstance that evokes 
thoughts of slasher films and unfortunate demises. That considered, what better day to enjoy a murder mystery? 
Clayton Community Theater hosts its rendition of Agatha Christie’s “The Hollow.” The plot involves the amorous 
Dr. Cristow and his three lovers (his wife, a mistress, and an ex-mistress), all of whom want Cristow for themselves. 
One proclaims if she can’t have him, no one can, and within five minutes, Cristow is pushing up daisies. Inspector 
Colquhoun and sergeant Penny step in to solve the crime, a difficult task when everyone has a motive and most the 
opportunity to off Cristow. A $15 ticket gets you in the door and to the bottom of the mystery. “The Hollow” 
performs 8 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and 2 p.m. Sunday from July 13 through July 29 at the Clayton 
Community Theater at 6501 Clayton Road in Clayton, Mo. For tickets and more information, call (314) 721-9228.

VHS or Beta will bring their eclectic sound to St. Louis 
next week at Blueberry Hill.

MONDAY 7.16
In the mid ‘70s and early ‘80s, the video tape formats 
VHS and Beta duked it out in a fierce format war that 
would prove VHS as the victor. The band VHS or Beta 
didn’t come into being until 1997, but they encapsulate 
the essence of dance and funk music that defined the era. 
VHS or Beta is an outfit from Louisville, Ken., that’s 
been getting audiences to dance with an infectious blend 
of funk, dance, even French funk (ala “Daft Punk”) with 
overtones of punk. They bring it all 9 p.m. Monday to 
Blueberry Hill at 6504 Delmar in St. Louis. Tickets are 
$10 at all MetroTix outlets. Only 21 and up admitted. For 
tickets and information, call (314) 534-1111.

http://www.thealestle.com
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Questions or comments regarding this section? 
Contact Sports Editor Anthony Patrico at 
650-3524 or alestlesports@gmail.com.

Cougars sign with independent teams
By Tony Patrico

Alestle Sports Editor

With the 2006-07 Cougar 
baseball season ending in early- 
post-season play, the 
graduating seniors had many 
choices to make. Would they 
go into the work force and try 
and find a well paying job, or 
perhaps, would they go and try 
and make it to the big leagues. 
Two SIUE alum chose the 
latter.

Ryan Czyz, who was an 
everyday outfielder for the 
Cougars, recently signed with 
the River City Rascals of the 
Frontier League. The Rascals 
play their games at T.R. 
Hughes Ballpark in O’Fallon, 
Mo. While in his junior year 
with the Cougars, Czyz held a 
season batting average of .347. 
In his final year of play, he held 
a slugging percentage of .463.

Quick on the bases, Czyz 
also stole bases successfully 13 
of 16 times. While batting .308 
his final year at SIUE, Czyz 
was voted to the Great Lakes 
Valley Conference honorable 
mention team. In the 
classroom, Czyz was also a 
member of the All-Conference 
Academic Team. Czyz 
graduated from SIUE with a

degree in Elementary 
Education.

In his first season with the 
Rascals, Czyz is batting .255 
with one homerun. He 
currently holds a .340 slugging 
percentage while only 
committing two errors in the 
outfield. The Rascals’ current 
record is 18-28.

Also on the move is 
former SIUE pitcher James 
Hertel. Hertel recentiy signed 
with the Gateway Grizzlies, 
who also compete in the 
Frontier League. The Grizzlies 
play their games at GCS 
Ballpark in Sauget, 111.

In his final year with 
SIUE, Hertel pitched to a 6-2 
record along with a 2.42 ERA. 
During a game against 
University of Missouri-Rolla, 
he pitched a complete-game 
shutout that earned him GLVC 
Pitcher of the Week honors.

Hertel threw 54 strikeouts 
in 78 innings pitched. During 
his junior year, he struck out 27 
batters in just 38.1 innings 
pitched. Hertel graduated 
from SIUE with a bachelor’s 
degree in geography.

In Hertel’s debut season 
with the Grizzlies, he’s posted a 
4-1 record while holding a 0.90 
era. In addition to Hertel’s 4-1

Courtesy SIUE Sports Information 
Ryan Czyz hustles into second during a game for the Cougars 
in 2007. Czyz currently played for the River City Rascals

record, he also has earned a 
save. Hertel has recorded 22 
strikeouts while only walking 
six batters. The Grizzlies 
currently lead the Western 
Division of the Frontier 
League with a record  of 36- 
10 .

The two former Cougars 
have a chance to face each other 
late in August of this season.

Tony Patrico can be reached at 
alestlesports@gmail.com or 650- 
3524.

„ „  , - n y 's  l i M E  O u t

NBA: Slam Dunk with Viewers?
To say that I follow die 

NBA extensively would be as 
truthful as me saying that my 
beard makes me look twenty 
years younger. However, there 
are certain aspects about the 
league and, the game that I can 
appreciate.

For example, nothing has 
been talked about more in the 
sports world these past couple 
of months than last week’s 
NBA draft. Will former 
University of Texas star Kevin 
Durant go first? Where is 
former University of Ohio 
phenom Greg Oden expected 
to be playing next year? Is the 
surprise of this year’s draft 
going to be that Yi Jianlian 
from China will be the next Yao 
Ming, only faster? The 
conversations and debates have 
lasted all the way from the end 
of March.

Even though I am more 
partial to the game on the 
collegiate level, where the 
players play for their school 
and not for money (which 
could be argued considering 
they are playing to get noticed

by NBA scouts as well), the 
game at the NBA level has 
grown on me in the past few 
seasons.

Watching teams such as 
the San Antonio Spurs turn 
into a dynasty has been 
interesting. I am not a fan of 
the Spurs, if for no other 
reason than Tony Parker 
married to Eva Longoria, but 
for the simple reason that they 
make the game look easy.

Alongside Parker, Tim 
Duncan, Manu Ginobli, Bruce 
Bowen, and Francisco Elson 
have created a team that is close 
to be compared to the MJ-led 
Chicago Bulls teams of the 
early‘90s. For a team that wins 
with grace, style, and class, the 
Spurs have taken three of the 
last five NBA Championships. 
So for no other reason to 
watch, I will simply tune in to 
see who will be the David that 
will take down this San 
Antonio giant.

Something else that had 
pulled me into the NBA realm 
was the recent contract issue 
regarding Billy Donovan and

the Orlando Magic/Florida 
Gators. It’s odd to see such a 
knowledgeable and basketball- 
smart man make such a childish 
and irresponsible decision. 
Overall, Donovan returns to 
the Gators and will not see the 
NBA court for five years. Is his 
love for Gainesville worth more 
then the money?

With the nearest NBA 
teams being as far away as 
Indiana or Chicago, the local 
support for the game is at a 
very low point. Even with the 
Midwestern team of the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, the NBA 
finals received the lowest rating 
in the past five years. It seems 
as if even King LeBron 
couldn’t save these playoffs.

But, the NBA is not all 
shiny lights and fairy tales. If I 
have to watch ESPN’s 
SportsCenter and see the “Top 
10” highlighted by eight 
mediocre slam-dunks, I am 
going to lose it. I enjoy a good 
windmill or between-the-legs, 
no-look dunk, but every play, 
just a normal hard dunk a six- 
foot tenth grader could do is

not impressive to me.
Also, if I would ask you 

who is probably the all-time 
best NBA player in the history 
of the game, almost everyone 
that reads this would say 
Michael Jordan. I don’t want to 
argue this fact, he’s good, really 
good, but look deeper into the 
game. Look deeper into the 
history of one of the most 
extensive histories of any 
professional sport. Make James 
Naismith proud.

However," with the new 
fresh crop of young players 
coming on to the scene, the 
NBA has only a chance to 
grow. If you take the now 
“veteran” stars such as 
Shaquille O’Neal, Kobe 
Bryant, Kevin Garnett, Tim 
Duncan, and Steve Nash, a few 
years ago these were the 
rookies that were trying to save 
the game. Now, it’s time they 
lead and have the new guys 
follow.

Tony Patrico can be reached at
alestlesports@gmail.com or 650- 

■3524.

The 
500 Club

By Sam Mellinger
Kansas City Star (MCT)

There was a time long, long ago 
when 500 home runs meant 
immortality. Honest. Kids, ask your 
dad about it.

Only the best got to 500 home 
runs. Only the ones sure to give 
speeches in Cooperstown. Heck, Lou 
Gehrig didn't even hit 500.

But a lot of people have lately. 
Twenty-one in all, the latest being 
Frank Thomas last week. Fittingly, it 
didn't seem to generate nearly as much 
buzz as Craig Biggio's 3,000th hit, 
achieved the same night.

"So obviously, hitting 500 home 
runs didn't have the same impact in 
1975 that it had in I960."

Because it's home runs, and 
because we are now officially knee- 
deep into the Steroids Era, the easy 
thing is to say drugs have ruined the 
mystic power of 500 home runs.

And it's true that the 500-homer 
club may be a little tainted by finger- 
wagging Rafael Palmeiro, can't-talk- 
about-the-past Mark McGwire and 
Sammy Sosa, who once momentarily 
forgot his English on Capitol Hill.

But Thomas has never been linked 
to steroids. And neither have the three 
other players who may hit No. 500 this 
season Alex Rodriguez, Jim Thome 
and Manny Ramirez. If all three reach 
500, it will mean 10 new members to 
the 500-homer club in 12 seasons after 
just 14 in the first 120 or so years of 
major-league baseball.

Ken Griffey Jr. is at 585 and 
counting, so he's got some credibility 
here.

“I hear a lot about the pitchers and 
the parks," he says, "but you still have 
to hit the ball, hit it hard and hit it far."

Thome might end up the 
unwitting Cooperstown test case of 
500 home runs. He will likely retire 
without any MVP awards to boost his 
candidacy like Thomas, nor any steroid 
allegations to taint it like Palmeiro, 
McGwire and Sosa.

His election will likely ride on the 
importance voters give 500 home 
runs. He says it’s not for him to decide 
whether he's a Hall of Famer, but he's 
not about to apologize for whatever 
his career home-run total ends up 
being.

"I know how hard it's been to get 
to this point," he says. "I know how 
much work you have to put in _ in 
good and bad times. People are always 
going to have their opinions. I think 
it's something, if you look at the guys 
who've done it, it's not an easy number 
to get to."

(c) 2007, The Kansas City Star. 
Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune 
Infirrmation Services
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams Sudoku By Michael Mepham

ACROSS
1 Poor box 

contribution
5 Glowing coal
10 Thomas Hardy 

heroine
14 Jacob’s twin
15 French river
16 Bruins’ home turf
17 Coarse file
18 Ross or Krall
19 Speaker of baseball
20 First hand?
23  avis
24 Boat mover
25 Meeting plan 
28 Ale quantity
30 Varnish ingredient
33 Missile shelter
34 Fizzled out 
36 Piano study 
38 Second hand
41 St Vincent Millay 

and Ferber
42 Satellite of Saturn
43 Eye on the sly
44 Hush-hush D.C. 

org.
45 Ancient portico 
47 Large groups
49  generis
50 Alain’s girlfriend
51 Third hand?
58 Seine tributary
59 Tiger not to fear
60 Pare
62 S ao__and Principe
63 Unaided
64 Abate
65 “Nana” star Anna
66 “Unsafe at Any 

Speed” author
67 Verifiable

DOWN
1  Lingus (Irish

airline)
2 Aspiring D.A.’s

1 3

‘ s
6 7 8

■
. 11 12 13

14 , ,

1/

20

23

26 Ü H 28 29

33
■ 36

38

41
■ ■

44
r •• ■

48

49 50 ■
51 52 53 54 55 56

M
58

i
59

1
60 61

62 63
64

65 66

9 6
9 4 6

4 8 1 9
6 1

5  8
5 1

COCO 7 2

8 3 9 7
4 8 5

3 8

exam 35 Lira replacement
3 Sitcom set in Korea 37 Tandem bike
4 Celestial explosion 39 Point of contention
5 Fabled city of gold 40 Whiner
6 Shearer of “The 46 Alley of note?

Red Shoes” 48 Small island
7 Mental inclination 49 Luster
8 Sea eagle 50 Coeur d’__, ID
9 Motive 51 Poker prizes
10 One-on-one 52 Uprising

instructor 53 Salinger title girl
11 Hosiery hue 54 Hacienda room
12 Skirt opening 55 Apple player
13 Pageant adornment 56 “D ies__”
21 Hoodwinked 57 Alther or Kudrow
22 S an__, CA 61 Crooner Torme
25 Quaking tree
26 Dons a belt
27 “Maria__”
28 Turkish nabob
29 Not working
30 Breathing organs
31 Dancer Astaire
32 Hands over

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3- 
by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit 
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

(c) 2006 Michael Mepham. Distributed by Tribune Media 
Services. A ll rights reserved.
Now on Mobile! Key in 783658.com on your cell’s Web 
browser for details. Charges will apply.

Wednesday’s Answers

TH E  D aily  C ro s s w o rd
Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

A V G R 0 B E R U C S B

N E A 1 N A R 0 0 T E

s S R T U R T L E D 0 V E S

E T T S M E L L 1 N E S S

L I E N 0. A N

■ B R A K E S H 0 E F L A

S U B D A L E C T R 1 B

A L E E S A N T 0 R A S E

B A L M T Y R A N N 1 C A L
A R T E S 1 D E R A T ■

A A. D U L

P R I 0 R E S S E S R T A

T A K 1 N G T U R N 1 H S

A G E S G 0 R D 1 E N E T
H A S s w E A T S G R E

Sudoku
By Michael Mepham

2 5 3 7 1 8 6 4 9

8 4 6 9 2 5 7 3 1

1 9 7 3 6 4 8 5 2

3 7 5 8 4 2 1 9 6

4 2 8 1 9 6 3 7 5

9 6 1 5 3 7 2 8 4

5 8 2 4 7 1 9 6 3

7 1 9 6 5 3 4 2 8

6 3 4 2 8 9 5 1 7

WOMBAT By Neil Bryer

“Well, looks like the cupboard’s bare, but 
with a small donation, I could get you a 

seat on the spaceship.”

Tw o  Dudes
I CLIP-A-TIP COLLEGE COUPON

by Aaron Warner

L

PLAN
AHEAD

Setting your own due 
date for a term paper 

a week before it's 
actually due will give you 
extra time for reviewing, 

text changes or other 
“emergencies."

IT &EC3ME 
OPVIOUS YOU STOLE 
TWIS VKCMh COMIC 

/  POOK WHEN YOU 
9WTEI? REFERRING TO 

AßRAHAM LINCOLN 
AS THF HULK

I EXPIRATION GRADUATION

5

-  il
Welcome to Foiling Rotlt National Pork by Josh Shqlek

There’s q spechi 
^A\en_ S\;miv>er qrnves.y

Twen fteres IW  ¡M  
w U  conr\p|<w\S when 

fr«»i\s a ren ’t

%, M .t f
4iScqr4e4 M l  j. Wj Kqlf the. )(& I

“I’m leaving the circus, Mom and Dad. 
I’m running away with a CPA firm.”
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http://www.sudoku.org.uk
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ALESTLE CLASSIFIEDS GIVE YOU MORE!
Place your classified ad at a time convenient for you using our easy, 

secure online interface at thealestle.com/dassifieds

Your ad gets TOTAL exposure -  the power of print AND 
the immediacy of the internet!

Your ad will be published FREE on our high- traffic 
web site just as it will appear in the printed version 

of our newspaper!

All using secure, encrypted SSL transmission 
for your protection.

BASIC PRINT INSERTION RATES:
10 word minimum for all ads.

20 cents a word 1-2 insertions, per insertion 
19 cents a word 3-4 insertions, per insertion 

18 cents a word 5-19 insertions, per insertion 
17 cents a word 20+ insertions, per insertion 

Print Extras:All b o ld , a d d itio n a l $ 5
Web Extras Vary

Please schedule your ad carefully as we cannot offer refunds. 
Corrections must be noted by on the first day 

the ad appears in the newspaper.

Deadlines:
SUMMER 

Wednesday Publication:
Noon Monday

Having trouble? Call 618-650-3528 
or e-mail alestleclassifieds@gmail.com

Alestle Office Hours (MUC 2022):
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mon-Fri

FOR RENT
MALE RO O O M ATES W ANTED  
$ 1 5 0 .0 0  ALSO: Three bedroom House 
$475.00 (618) 444-2267

2BR, 1.5 BA. TO W NHO USE 1-255/ 
Horseshoe Lake Rd. area 15 mins. to Saint 
Louis and SIUE. Includes w / d and some 
utilities. No pets non-smokers only $590/ 
month. (618)344-2125.

1 OR 2 BEDROOM IN  MARYVILLE
$370/470 + deposit, lease, wa/ trash 
included, no pets, credit check required. 
(618)444-5619

STOP L O O K IN G  START LIV IN G
Spectacular 2 and 3-bed townhomes within 
1 mile of SIUE. All kitchen appliances, w / d 
hookups, free cable TV. A sk  about SIUE 
special. (618) 692-9310wvw.rentchp.com 
692-9310

2 4 HR SELF STORAGE (NEW) Security, 
Fenced, Convenient off 1-55 25min, Free 
Truck/ Trailer, Inexpensive for Students 
GrantRentalStorage.com 307-4286 -

GLEN CARBON RENTALS- minutes to 
SIUE, 2 bedroom Apartments, Townhomes 
& Lofts, all units have w /d hk-ups, some 
with deck/patio, starting at $595, some 
with 1.5 bath from $625. Please call (618) 
346-7878 or visit our website at 
www.osbornproperties.com.

THE CLASSIC HOM E FOR STUDY
4 Bedroom Classic Home Near Downtown 
Edwardsville/ Library, Partially Furnished $324 
per person 659-9700

BEAUTIFUL 3 BEDROOM 1.5 BATH
townhome finish basement. 2 and 4 
bedroom units also available. Call (618) 
772-9146.

UHAULS FOR RENT We serve college 
students and their families for moving and 
automotive repair. French Automotive 1-55 
@ HWY 143 Edwardsville. 655-9677

SPACIOUS 1 AN D  2 BEDROOM  
A  PPT.
located across from Forest Park. 1 bed/$550

and 2bed/$675 ind.w/ s/ t and cable. Ask for 
Sue 314-361-8300_______________________

FOR RENT, GLEN CARBON: 2 bdrm mbl 
home, fully furnished, central air, washer/ 
dryer, large patio, porch w / lawn furniture, 
cable ready, private/ safe, walking distance 
to metro transit, smoking set-up outside 
only, no pets. Available now. $500/ mth. 
Female students preferred. Must see to 
believe. Call Carrie: 791-0099.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT!! DOWNTOWN 
EDW. 3 BR, 2 (1) BR. AVAIL 8 /1 , 
EVERYTHING NEW, ALL ELECTRIC, WATER 
& TRASH INCLUDED, NO PETS; 3BR $895 
W / D; 1 BR $450; 1 BR $575 CALL JEFF 
806-2281

FOR SALE
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC veh ic les  
fo r  every budget 10 m ins. aw ay in 
Troy Illin o is . V is it us o n lin e  to  see 
over 75 cars a v a ila b le  r ig h t now. 
We also fin a n ce  go od and bad  
c re d it. w w w .lC a rS a le s .c o m
(6 1 8)667-CARS

HELP WANTED
N A N N Y  W ANTED Part time in the 
evenings and one weekday for two older 
children. Background in Spanish required. 
573-808-0502 (cell)

PERFECT P/T JOB COLLEGE STUDENT 
WILL TRAIN AS DENTAL ASSISTANT MUST 
BE AVAILABLE 4PM-8PM MON-FRI 659- 
0456

ROOMMATE
WANTED

FEMALE R O O M M ATE NEEDED
Looking for someone easy to get along 
with and clean. 1 room available in upper 
loft. Located by business area of Glen 
Carbon. 267-1044

One Month 
$25.00

Summer 01 S)*ci4E\iW>fo
TUESDAY
6p-iop Red Head Pin Special

WEDNESDAY
8p-9=45p Cosmic Bowling

For more information call: Cougar Lam s 618-650-5263

B A M f  8 A N I )  S O L O  M U S I C I  A  WS
are invited to perfori”

Shûwccié&
late Night Expresso

CONTACTKRENUMA05IUE.EDU OR CALL 650-5368

Located next to Denny’s in front of Wal-Mart 
www.hollywoodtanco.com 656-8266

Early Explorations Inc.

At Early Explorations Inc.. The Preschool For All 
Program is a quality enhanced program that provides 
a play-based developmental screening and 
discounted student rate. The classrooms are mixed 
age groups (ages ranging from 3-5 year olds) We 
offer: hearing and vision screenings, parent/child 
libraries, monthly parent meetings/workshops, family 
reading nights, parent-teacher conferences, 
individualized child assessments, and goal setting, 
and developmentally appropriate classroom 
curriculum.

For information on screenings or openings.
Please Call Jessica at:

(6 18 ) 659-1438

http://www.rhcalestlc.com
mailto:alestleclassifieds@gmail.com
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