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There	is	an	
Opioid	
Crisis/

Epidemic/
Problem

Myth	or	Reality?



Buchanan	et	al.	2017	Exponential	Growth	of	the	USA	Overdose	Epidemic.	
http://www.biorxiv.org/content/biorxiv/early/2017/05/09/134403.full.pdf
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Year Projected
Deaths

2016 1732

2017 1922

2018 2132

2019 2365

2020 2624

Total 10775

Tennessee	Overdose	Deaths:	Future	Projections

Buchanan	et	al.	2017	Exponential	Growth	of	the	USA	Overdose	Epidemic.	
http://www.biorxiv.org/content/biorxiv/early/2017/05/09/134403.full.pdf



Morphine	Milligram	Equivalents	
Prescribed	Per	Capita	(2015)

Guy	et	al.	2017.	Vital	Signs:	Changes	in	Opioid	Prescribing	 in	the	United	States,	2006–2015.	MMWR.	66(26);697–704











What	Happened	in	Scott	County,	Indiana	
Could	Occur	Here	

Myth	or	Reality





It’s	a	Supply	
Issue

Myth	or	Reality



It’s	Not	That	Simple…

• Demand	
• Potential	demand	
• System	failures
• Collaboration
• Communication
• Default	attitudes	and	behaviors,	including	stigma
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The single biggest problem 
in communication is the 
illusion that it has taken 
place. - George Bernard Shaw

hagemeier@etsu.edu

@NickHagemeier
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