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ABSTRACT

AN EDUCATIONAL HISTORY OF THE GULLAHS 

OF COASTAL SOUTH CAROLINA FROM 1700 TO 1900 

by

Elizabeth  H o it-T h e tfo rd

The e d u c a tio n a l e f f o r ts  of th e  f i r s t  f i f t y  y e a rs  of the  1700s fo r  
rhe G ullahs, b lac k  s la v e s  brought to  South C a ro lin a 's  low coun try , were 
a  by-product o f  th e  Church of E ngland 's concern fo r  th e  sou ls o f 
heathens. Through th e  Church's o f fs p r in g , th e  S o c iety  fo r  the  
Propagation o f th e  Gospel in  Foreign P a r ts ,  m iss io n a r ie s  ware sen t to  
South C aro lina  beg inn ing  in  1702. By 1704, Samuel Thomas, th e  S o c ie ty 's  
f i r s t  m issionary  th e re , reported  th a t  he had tau g h t about twenty b lack s  
to read , and by 1743 th e  Society opened a  school fo r  blacks in  
Charleston d e s p ite  a  1740 law p ro h ib itin g  s la v e  education . Using two 
black s la v e s  a s  te a c h e rs ,  the S o c ie ty ’ s  schoo l continued  u n t i l  1764, 
"graduating" abou t tw enty students a y e a r.

A fte r  th e  R evolu tionary  War, th e  f r e e  person  o f co lo r  p o p u la tio n  
grew in  numbers and in flu en ce , e s ta b l is h in g  th e  Brown Fellowship 
S ociety , the  f i r s t  non-white benevolent s o c ie ty  in  C harleston . One o f  
I t s  a c t i v i t i e s  was th e  education o f members' c h ild re n . Other s o c ie t ie s  
followed s u i t ,  and by 1834 there  were dozens o f  p r iv a te  schools in  
Charleston fo r  f re e  persons of co lo r . W hile an 1834 law c re a ted  a d d i
t io n a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on the ■education o f th e  f re e  persons o f c o lo r ,  many 
p r iv a te  sch o o ls  con tinued  to  o p era te .

As e a r ly  a s  1861, teachers from th e  N o rth , under the  au sp ices  o f 
freedmen a id  s o c ie t i e s ,  a rriv ed  in  the  sea  is la n d s  to  help th e  b lack s  
a d ju s t to  t h e i r  new s ta tu s .  In  1865, t h e i r  e f f o r t s  were coord ina ted  by 
the fed e ra l government under the Bureau o f  Refugees, Freedmen, and 
Abandoned Lands. With a  new s ta te  c o n s t i tu t io n  in  1868, th e  p u b lic  
schools o f South C aro lin a  were reo rg an ized . Although tremendous g a in s  
were made, by 1570, th e  m ajority  o f  b lac k  s tu d e n ts  were s t i l l  s tu d y in g  
only s p e ll in g  and rea d in g . A fter th e  1896 P le ssy  v . Ferguson d e c is io n  
which c re a ted  a  " s e p a ra te  but equal" schoo l system , th e  a c tu a l s i t u a t io n  
was anyth ing  b u t eq u a l, w ith black  sch o o ls  in  s e ss io n  a  sh o rte r  term  
and a h ig h er p u p i l- te a c h e r  r a t io  fo r  b lac k  s tu d e n ts .

The ed u ca tio n  o f  th e  Gullahs from 1700 to  1900 was the r e s u l t  o f  
compromise, and th e  b lack s  su ffe red  from a  la c k  o f educational 
o p p o r tu n itie s ,  n o t a  la c k  of i n te l le c tu a l  a b i l i t i e s .

i l l
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CHAPTER 1 

In tro d u c tio n

As th e  c u l tu r a l  blending o f b lack  s la v e s  who were brought to  South 

C a ro lin a ’s  low coun try  crea ted  the  G u llah s , th e  s o c ia l  blending o f  w hite 

in te r e s t s  c re a te d  th e  Gullahs* e d u ca tio n a l o p p o r tu n itie s .  From 1700 to  

1900 th e  ed u catio n  o f the  Gullahs became not so much an event in  i t s e l f  

but r a th e r  th e  r e s u l t  o f the in te rp la y  and dominance of o u tsid e  fo rc e s . 

These fo rc e s  th a t  co n tro lle d  th e  education  of the  Gullahs were numerous 

and complex, ranging  from r a c ia l  (p erso n a l c o n v ic tio n  in  Caucasian 

supremacy) to  economic ( re l ia n c e  on a d o c ile  s la v e  lab o r fo rce ) to  r e l i 

gious ( b e l i e f  th a t  e n try  in to  Christendom req u ired  a working knowledge 

o f God v ia  th e  3 ib le )  to  hum anitarian ( in s i s te n c e  th a t  God c re a te d  a l l  

men e q u a l) .  The cause and progress o f  G ullah education  waxed and waned 

as  did th e  fo rc e s  them selves. A fter th e  Stono re b e l lio n  of 1739, fo r  

in s ta n c e , a  more s tr in g e n t  s lav e  law was passed in  1740 in answer p a r t ly  

to  the  economic fo rc e s  and in s p ite  o f  th e  s tro n g  re l ig io u s  fo rc e s  th a t  

were s t i l l  p rev a le n t in  the s ta t e  a t  t h a t  tim e .

Through the  e f f o r t s  of the  p la n ta tio n  owners who formed a powerful 

p o l i t i c a l  b lo c , th e  Gullah s lav es  found t h a t  a l l  a sp ec ts  of t h e i r  l iv e s  

were re g u la te d . T h eir educational o p p o r tu n i tie s ,  a t  le a s t  ou tw ardly , 

were t ie d  to  th e  whims of th e i r  owners. S to r ie s  such as the one to ld  by 

C lin k sc a les  o f  h is  s i s t e r s  teaching  one o f t h e i r  s la v e s  to  read* were,

* J .  G. C lin k sc a le s ,  On th e  Old P la n ta t io n :  Reminiscences o f  His
Childhood (1916; r e p r in t ,  Sew York: Negro U n iv e rs i tie s  P ress, 1969), 
43-47.

1
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u n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  excep tion  ra th e r  than  th e  norm, and the few who did 

dare to  teach  t h e i r  s la v e s  d id not do so p u b lic ly  a f te r  1740,.

The s la v e s  rep re se n te d  a s u b s ta n t ia l  investm en t in  money to  the low 

country p la n te rs ,  and th e  f re e  persons o f  c o lo r ,  as  the f re e  b lacks ware 

c a lle d , were seen by th e  p lan te rs  as  a  t h r e a t  to  th a t  in v e s ta e n t.  Not 

wanting th e i r  s la v e s  to  see the  f re e  p erso n s  o f  co lo r as p o te n tia l  ro le  

a o d e ls , the  owners saw to  i t  th a t  the  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  for in te r a c t io n  

between th e  two g roups were l i a i t e d ,  and over th e  years the  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

on f re e  persons o f  c o lo r  were increased  u n t i l  t h e i r  l iv e s  were nearly  as 

reg u la ted  a s  th o se  of th e  s la v e s .

Although L in c o ln ’ s proclam ation b ro u g h t freed o a  and th e  end of the  

C iv il  War brought f e d e ra l  c o n tro l ,  ed u c a tio n  f o r  th e  G ullahs, as  educa

tio n  throughout th e  s t a t e ,  su ffe red  fo r  la c k  o f  money and o rg an iza tio n . 

With th e  re tu rn  o f  s t a t e  c o n tro l, e f f o r t s  con tin u ed  to in crease  spo rad i

c a l ly ,  spurred  perhaps by the  hum anitarian  fo rc e s  th a t  equated education 

with e q u a li ty .  These views were b est ex p ressed  by the then mayor of 

C harleston , W illiam  Courtenay, when he w ro te , " I t  i s  the educated mind 

th a t  r u le s ,  w hether in  th e  co tton  f a c to ry ,  th e  co tto n  f ie ld ,  the  machine 

shop, th e  coun ting  house, the  se n a te , o r  th e  p u lp i t ;  i t  i s  brain-power 

which makes a p eo p le ."^

U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  sentim ents r e p re s e n te d  by Courtenay in  1881 did 

not l a s t  to  the  end o f the  cen tu ry . A growing number of people through

out th e  s t a t e ,  a s  w e ll a s  th e  n a tio n , f e l t  t h a t  th e  blacks had a  d e f in i te  

p lace in  th e  o v e ra l l  scheme o f l i f e  and t h a t  t h a t  p lace was not on a par

2
W illiam A. Courtenay, Education in  C h a rle s to n , S.C. (C harleston : 

News and C ourier Book P re sse s , 1881), 1.
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3

w ith w h ite s . By 1895 the c o n tro l lin g  b e lie f  in  South C aro lin a  was th a t  

education  beyond a c e r ta in  p o in t did blacks no good and in  some cases 

n ig h t a c tu a l ly  harm then :

In t h i s  S ta te  th e re  i s  no opening fo r  the  negro in  the  
le a rn e d  p ro fe s s io n s . I f  th e  c rav in g s  o f  i n te l l e c tu a l  t a s te s  
could  be awakened th e re  i s  l i t t l e  op p o rtu n ity  to  g r a t i fy  
th e n . . . .

The argument o fte n  advanced th a t  book-learn ing  c a r r ie s  a 
negro to  th e  p e n ite n tia ry  nay have in  i t  some elem ent o f t ru th .  
I f  h is  f a c u l t i e s  of am bition  and d e s ire  a re  s tim u la te d  along 
l in e s  in  which they cannot o b ta in  th e i r  le g it im a te  g r a t i f i c a 
t io n ,  he has been educated  out of harmony w ith th e  req u ire 
ments o f  h i s  l i f e  and in  h is  in e v ita b le  c ircum stances w i l l  
s u f f e r  from h is  abnormal in c l in a t io n s  ?.rd a s p ir a t io n s .

Though le g a l ly  f re e ,  the  G ullahs and o th er b lacks were by th i s  time 

a lso  le g a l ly  se p ara te d  from th e  m ainstream of Am erica.4 They had pro

gressed  but had n o t a tta in e d  e q u a li ty  by 1900, and the two hundred year 

course  of G ullah  education gave l i f e  to  th e  o b se rv a tio n , "The cause of 

education  i s  th e  cause of hum anity."^

The Problem

Statem ent o f  th e  Problem

The problem of t h i s  study was to  d escrib e  th e  education  o f th e  

G ullahs o f c o a s ta l  South C aro lina  from 1700 to  1900.

^ S .C .,  T h i r t v - f i r s t  Annual Report o f the  S ta te  S u perin tenden t of 
Education o f  th e  S ta te  of South C aro lin a , 1898-1899 [by John McMahan] 
(Columbia: 3ryan P r in t in g , 1900), 14.

4 P le ssy  v . Ferguson, 163 U.S. 537 (1896).

^ S .C ., T w entieth Annual Report of the  S ta te  S uperin tenden t o f 
Education o f  th e  S ta te  of South C aro lin a . 1887-1888 [by James H. Rice] 
(Columbia: James H. Woodrow, 1888), 20.
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S ig n ifican ce  o f  th e  Studv

H isto ry  i s  a record  of people— th e i r  dreams, th e i r  hopes, th e i r  

f e a r s —and how they succeeded o r f a i le d  in  b ring ing  about what they 

wanted to  accom plish . When h is to r ia n s  study  th e  p a s t,  they  do so not 

only to  gain  a b e t t e r  understanding o f people and events a s  they were 

but a ls o  to  g a in  in s ig h ts  in to  people and even ts as  they a re  now; fo r ,  

as C a rly le  observed , "The Present i s  the  l iv in g  su m -to ta l o f the  whole 

F a s t." ^  The present- i s  understood, then , in  d i r e c t  p ro p o rtio n  to  the 

e x te n t  of oneTs  knowledge about the  p a s t.

In o rd er to  f u l l y  apprec iate  p resen t i n s t i t u t io n s ,  p r a c t ic e s ,  and 

problems in  e d u c a tio n , past d isco v e rie s  and n is ta k e s  need to  be examined 

thoroughly . Once an educational h is to ry  has been compiled and s tu d ie d , 

th e  rese a rch e r  can then  id en tify  needs fo r  ed u ca tio n a l reform  as w ell as  

a ttem pt to  p r e d ic t  fu tu re  t re n d s .7

The d i f f i c u l ty  w ith  the ed u catio n al h is to ry  o f th e  G ullahs of 

c o a s ta l  South C a ro lin a  i s  th 3 t a w r itte n  record  does not e x is t  as a 

c o lle c te d  w hole. P ie ce s  of i t  l i e  s c a t te r e d  throughout thousands o f 

documents, from th e  1700s l e t t e r s  o f  th e  Rev. Mr. Samuel Thomas to  the 

s ta t e  su p e r in te n d e n ts ' rep o rts  of th e  l a t e  1800s. This s tu a y  provides a 

more complete acco u n t o f th a t  h is to ry  in  th e  hope th a t  a b e t t e r  under

stan d in g  of th e  G u llah s ' present ed u ca tio n a l s i tu a t io n  can be achieved .

^ Bergen Evans, e d .,  D ictionary  of Q uotations (New York: D elacorte 
P re ss , 1968), 150.

7 W alter R. Borg and Meredith D. G a ll,  E ducational R esearch . 4 th  ed . 
(New York: Longman, 1983), 799-800.
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Assumption of th e  Studv

The h is to ry  o f th e  education o f  any p eop le  i s  s u b je c t to the  <«»»»«» 

vagaries  as any human h is to ry ;  i . e . ,  the  r e s u l t i n g  s to ry  i s  a c tu a lly  a 

patchwork of people and events with each p erson  adding a s l ig h tly  d i f f e r 

en t view, a d i s t i n c t  p e rsp ec tiv e  of what happened. As the separa te  

views a re  pieced to g e th e r ,  a p a tte rn  emerges t h a t  overshadows the  in d i

v id u als  them selves and allow s the h i s to r ia n  t o  see  th e  period being 

s tud ied  from a reaso n ab ly  balanced p e rs p e c tiv e . For the  purposes of 

th is  stu d y , th e re fo re ,  th e  following assum ption was made: H is to r ic a l

documents, taken c o lle c t iv e ly  and in  s u f f i c i e n t  number, w il l  p resen t a 

reasonably ac cu ra te  reco rd  of events as they  o c c u rre d .

L im ita tio n s  o f th e  Studv

The fo llow ing  l im ita t io n s  were a p p lic a b le  to  t h i s  study:

1. The p o p u latio n  examined in  t h i s  s tu d y  included  only th a t  por

t io n  o f the  Negro race  id e n t i f ie d  a s  Gullah ( a s  d efin ed  in  the 

D efin itio n s  o f Term s).

2 . G eograph ica lly , t h i s  study was concerned w ith  the area of 

c o a sta l South C a ro lin a  which extends from the  L i t t l e  PeeDee River w est

ward to  the  Savannah R iver and includes th e  urban  a re a  of C harleston . 

(Because the names and boundaries w ith in  th e s e  l im i t s  changed se v era l 

times over the  two hundred year period under s tu d y , a  s e t  of maps has 

been included in  Appendix A.)

3 . This s tu d y  inclu d ed  only th o se  y e a rs  between 1700 and 1900.

4 . Although th e  e a r l i e s t  education o f  th e  G ullahs was conducted by 

m iss io n a rie s , r e l ig io u s  in s tru c t io n  was s o t  in c lu d e d  as a sp e c if ic  to p ic  

except as i t  p e rta in e d  to  th e  teaching  o f rea d in g  o r  w ritin g .
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5 . This s tu d y  d id  n o t include the  po st-seco n d ary  education o f the  

G ullahs.

6. V ocational ed u ca tio n , i . e . ,  " o f ,  r e l a t i n g  to ,  or being in  t r a i n -
Q

ing in  a s k i l l  o r  t ra d e  to  be pursued as a  c a re e r ,"  was not included  as 

a s p e c if ic  a re a  o f  concern of t h is  s tu d y .

7. Resources fo r  t h i s  study were l im ite d  to  those a v a ila b le  from 

the Sherrod L ib rary  a t  East Tennessee S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , the  Perk ins 

L ibrary a t  Duke U n iv e rs i ty , the Southern H is to r ic a l  C o llec tion  of th e  

U niversity  o f North C aro lin a  a t  Chapel H i l l ,  the  Robert S co tt Small 

Library a t  th e  C o llege of C harleston , th e  South C aro lin iana  L ib rary  and 

the Cooper L ib ra ry  a t  th e  U niversity  o f South C aro lin a , the C h arles to n  

Library S o c ie ty , th e  South C arolina H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , the South 

C arolina D epartaent o f  Archives and H is to ry , and th e  South C aro lina  S ta te  

L ibrary ; th o se  a v a ila b le  through in t e r - l i b r a r y  lo an , and those a v a ila b le  

from p r iv a te  l i b r a r i e s  and c o lle c tio n s .

8. M a te r ia ls  fo r  t h i s  study were g a th e re d , examined, and compiled 

from June 1983 to  June 1986.

D e fin itio n s  o f  Terms

B arrie r I s la n d s

B a rrie r  i s la n d s  l i e  "next to  the  sea"  and c o n s is t  of " s t r ip s  o f 

hard sandy beach and o f s h if t in g  dunes and , behind the  dunes, a th ic k  

and alm ost im p en etrab le  ju n g le - lik e  g row th ."  These is lan d s  a re  

"separa ted  from one an o th e r  by in le t s  and bays" and a re  u su a lly  " sm a ll,

® "V o ca tio n a l,"  W ebster*s New C o lle g ia te  D ic tio n a ry .
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u n f it  fo r  a g r i c u l tu r e , [and] sparse ly  in h ab ited  or n o t inhab ited  a t  

a l l . " 9

Education

The term "ed u ca tio n "  i s  defined as  " th e  a c tio n  o r process o f educa

tin g  or of being e d u c a te d ," ^  th a t i s ,  " to  develop m entally  or a o ra l lv  

esp . by i n s t r u c t i o n ." ^  For the purposes o f  t h i s  s tu d y , "education" was 

a lso  taken to  in c lu d e  th e  sp e c if ic  a re a s  of read in g  and w ritin g .

Freedmen's Aid S o c ie t ie s

These groups were ”3enevolent s o c ie t ie s  [ th a t ]  sprang up in  quick 

succession  to  f o ra  a coaplex  of freedaen a s s o c ia t io n s  t h a t  reached such 

c i t i e s  a s  Boston, New York, P h ilad e lp h ia , C in c in n a t i ,  and Chicago in  

1862-63." They provided  "c lo th in g , food, money, r e l ig io u s  lead e rs, 

and teach e rs"  f o r  th e  emancipated Negroes o f th e  S o u th .12

Freedmen's Bureau

One month b e fo re  th e  end of the  C iv il  War, Congress passed an ac t 

th a t  c rea ted  th e  Bureau o f  Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. 

r,[C]ommonly c a lle d  the  Freedmen*s B ureau ," t h i s  agency was w ithin the

q
H erbert Ravenel S ass , "The Low-Country," The C aro lina Low-Countrv. 

ed . Augustine T . Smythe (New York: M acmillan, 1931), 7.

^  "E d u ca tio n ,"  W eb ster's  New C o lle g ia te  D ic tio n a ry .

^  "E ducate ,"  W eb ste r 's  New C o lle g ia te  D ic tio n a ry .
12 Henry A llen  B ullock , A H istory  o f Negro Education in  the South 

(New York: P raeger P u b lis h e rs .  1969), 19.
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War Department and was given " th e  r e s p o n s ib il ity  o f su perv ising  a l l  

su b jec ts  r e la t in g  to  re fu g ees  and freedmen o f th e  reb e l s ta te s ." * 3

Glebe

A g lebe i s  a p a rc e l  of " lan d  belonging o r  y ie ld in g  revenue to  a
14

p arish  church o r e c c l e s ia s t i c a l  b en e fice .""  In  th e  c o lo n ia l  South 

C arolina p a rish e s , g leb e s  v a ried  " in  s iz e  f ro a  tw en ty -s ix  acres in  S t .  

Andrew's P arish  to  600 a c re s  in  S t .  P a u l 's ." * 3

Gullah

In a very g e n e ra l sen se , the  term "G ullah" sim ply means "a member 

o f a group of Negroes in h a b it in g  the sea is la n d s  and c o a s ta l  d i s t r i c t s  

o f  So. C a ro lin a , G eo rg ia , and N ortheastern  F lo rid a ," * ^  b u t th a t d e f in i 

tio n  does not f u l ly  ex p la in  th e  amalgamation o f  b lack s  covered by the 

term , nor does i t  im p art th e  c u ltu ra l  overtones in h e re n t  in  the term .

Although the  t e r n  i t s e l f  i s  believed  to  be deriv ed  fro a  e i th e r  a 

shortened for-i of Angola or a  co rrup ted  fo ra  o f  Gola, th e  dominant 

in flu en ce  in  th e  s la v e  s u b -c u ltu re  was c le a r ly  Angolan, as  69.5 p ercen t 

o f the t o t a l  number o f  s la v e s  imported from I735-1740*7 and nearly  AC

13 B ullock, 22 .
14

Glebe, W e b ste r 's  New C o lleg ia te  D ic tio n a ry .

*3 M. Eugene S irm ans, C olonial South C a ro lin a : A P o l i t ic a l  H is to ry .
1663-1763 (Chapel H i l l :  Univ. o f  North C aro lina  P re ss ,  1966), 98.

16 G ullah, W eb ste r 's  New C o lleg ia te  D ic tio n a ry .

17 P e te r  H. Wood, Black M ajority : Negroes in  C olonial South
Carolina from 1670 Through th e  Stono R ebellion  (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1974), 340-41.
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p ercen t f ro a  1733-1807“® were f ro a  th e  Angola reg io n  of A frica . T h is 

in flu en ce  was c u l tu r a l  ra th e r  than p h y s ic a l in  n a tu re  and soon sp read  

geo g rap h ically  outward fre e  C harleston  a s  the  s la v e s  were taken to  the  

various low co u n try  p la n ta tio n s . Once on the  p lan ta tio n s , the a a jo r i t y  

of th e  s la v e s  becaae f ie ld  hands, thus fo ru in g  con au n itie s  w ith in  th e a -  

se lv es  where they  o f te n  had in freq u en t o r  no c o n ta c t  with the  w h ite s .

In th ese  r e l a t i v e ly  iso la te d  pockets or c o c n u n it ie s  the  t r a i t s  o f G ullah , 

p a r t ic u la r ly  th o se  in  th e i r  speech, were ao lded  and streng thened .

Today, a l l  n a tiv e  blacks along th e  South C aro lin a  coast a re  gen

e ra l ly  r e f e r re d  to  a s  G ullahs, s e t  a p a r t  n o t only by th e i r  shared c u l 

tu ra l  background b u t a ls o  by th e i r  d i s t in c t iv e  speech which p e r s i s t s  in  

s p i te  of the  s ta n d a rd iz a tio n  in roads made by ra d io ,  te le v is io n , and 

English te a c h e rs .

Low Country

Used in  both th e  geographic and th e  so c io —economic senses, th e  te r n

"low country" r e f e r s  to  the "swanpy c o a s ta l  areas'*  where the  " la rg e  r ic e
19and s e a - is la n d  co tto n  p lan ta tio n s  e x is te d ."

Sea Is la n d s

Sea i s la n d s  a re  those  " la rg e r  is la n d s  [ th a t ]  l i e  behind the  narrow 

b a r r ie r  i s l e s .  On th ese  the woods growth i s  f o r e s t  ra th e r  chan ju n g le  

[and] th e  s o i l  i s  f e r t i l e . "  On these  i s la n d s  " ind igo  cu ltu re  f lo u r is h e d

Robert M. W eir, C olonial South C a ro lin a —A History (Millwood:
0 0  P re ss , 1983), 179.

19 W iIlian  W. F reen iin g , Prelude to  C iv il  War: The N u l l if ic a t io n
Controversy in  South C aro lin a . 1816-1836 (New York: Harper & Row, 1965),
7.

R eprodu ced  with p erm ission  of th e copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



10

during the p ro v in c ia l  period , [and] th e  sea  is la n d  cotton  p la n ta tio n s  

reached th e i r  h ig h es t d eve lopm ent."^

Methods and P rocedures

Purpose of th e  Studv

The purpose of t h i s  study was to  p ro v id e  a  d e scrip tio n  o f  th e  edu

ca tio n  of the  G ullahs in  c o a sta l South C aro lin a  from 1700 to  1900.

Procedures fo r  G athering Data

A fter s e v e ra l  p relim inary  d isc u ss io n s  w ith  David Moltke-Hanson, 

D irec to r o f th e  South Carolina H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty , to determ ine th e  

f e a s i b i l i t y  o f th e  s tu d y , an exam ination was made o f the s h e lf  m a te ria ls  

of th e  H is to r ic a l  S oc iety  as w ell as  th o se  o f th e  C harleston L ib rary  

S o c iety . Follow ing those  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,  geograph ical, tim e, and depth 

l im ita tio n s  were placed on the s tu d y .

The G ullahs have liv ed  along th e  c o a s ta l  p o rtio n s  of th re e  s ta t e s  

since  those a re a s  were a c tiv e ly  s e t t l e d  in  th e  1600s. Although a 

geograph ically  comprehensive study  of th e  education  of the  G ullahs would 

be in v a lu a b le , such a  work was co n sid e red  to  be too broad fo r  the  pur

poses o f a d i s s e r ta t io n .  I t  was d ec id ed , th e re fo re , to l im i t  the  a re a  

to  be stu d ied  to  th e  c o a s ta l a rea  o f South C aro lin a , to th e  years 

between 1700 and 1900, and to an overview  o f the  educational h i s t o r y .

In  o rder to  determ ine the scope o f  th e  a v a ila b le  published l i t e r a 

tu re  p e rta in in g  to  th e  Gullahs and t h e i r  edu catio n  in  South C aro lin a , a 

computer search  was conducted through th e  f a c i l i t i e s  of th e  Sherrod 

L ibrary  a t  East Tennessee S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty . The data  banks consu lted

20 c 0 S ass , 8 .
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were a s  follow s: America: H is to ry  & L ife  (1963 to  is s u e  #2251 1985),

A rt 3iographies Modem (1974 to  1985), D is s e r ta t io n  A b s trac ts  (1861 to 

May 1985), Educational R esources Inform ation C enter (1966 to  A pril 

1985), Government P u b lic a t io n s  O ffice  Monthly C ata log  (Ju ly  1976 to  May 

1985), H is to r ica l A b s tra c ts  (1973 to  issu e  #3631 1984), Language and 

Language 3ehavior A b s tra c ts  (1973 to  May 1985), L ib ra ry  o f Congress 

(REMARC pre-1900 to  Jan u ary  1985 and LC MARC 1968 to  A p ril 1985), 

Magazine Index (1959 to  March 1970 and 1973 to  May 1985), Modern 

Language A ssociation I n te r n a t io n a l  3ib iiography (1969 to  19S3),

N a tio n a l Newspaper Index (1979 to  April 1985), Newspaper Index 

(m onth lies 1973 to  December 1984 and q u a r te r l ie s  1973 to  Marnh 1984), 

Psychological A b s trac ts  (1967 to  March 1985), P u b lic  A ffa ir s  

Inform ation  Serv ice  I n te r n a t io n a l  (1976 to  May 1985), R e lig ion  Index 

(1949 to  1985), and S o c io lo g ic a l  A bstracts  (1963 to  is su e  #1 1985).

A working b ib liography  was then  compiled from th e  d a ta  bank searches and 

the  previous exam ination o f s h e lf  m a te ria ls .

In  ad d ition  to  th o se  from th e  South C aro lina  H is to r ic a l  S ociety  ana 

the  Charleston L ib rary  S o c ie ty , m ate ria ls  were g a th e red  from the  Sherrod 

L ib ra ry  a t  East Tennessee S ta te  U niv ers ity , th e  Southern  H is to r ic a l  

C o lle c tio n  of the  U n iv e rs ity  of North C arolina a t  Chapel H i l l ,  the  

R obert S cott Small L ib ra ry  a t  th e  College o f C h arle s to n , th e  South 

C aro lin ian a  L ibrary  and th e  Cooper Library a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  of South 

C aro lin a , the South C a ro lin a  Department o f  Archives and H is to ry , and the 

South Carolina S ta te  L ib ra ry . Sources fo r  the  d a ta  included  maps, news

p ap e rs , magazines and jo u rn a ls ,  d ia r ie s  and p e rso n a l jo u rn a ls ,  l e t t e r s ,  

p la n ta tio n  records, pam phlets , government r e p o r ts ,  church rec o rd s , and
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sch o larly  works d ea lin g  with Negro e d u catio n  and Negro h is to ry  in  South 

C aro lina.

Methods fo r  P re se n tin g  th e  Data

In  determ ining  th e  b est arrangement f o r  p re s e n ta t io n  of the d a ta , 

the fo llow ing f a c to r s  were taken in to  ac co u n t: The two hundred year

t in e  span o f th e  s tu d y , the  h i s to r ic a l  e v e n ts  t h a t  in fluenced  the educa

t io n a l  e f f o r t s ,  th e  ru ra l/u rb a n  lo c a tio n  o f  th e  e f f o r t s ,  the s la v e /f re e  

person of co lo r  s ta tu s  o f  those being ta u g h t ,  and the  p r iv a te /p u b lic  

nature  of th e  e d u c a tio n a l  e f f o r ts .  I t  was decided th a t  th e  best way to  

p resen t th e  m a te r ia l  was to  arrange the  d a ta  c h ro n o lo g ica lly  and to  

break i t  in to  fo u r  t in e  periods fo r  b e t t e r  m anageab ility  w ith regard to  

summation. The t in e  perio d s  se le c te d  were as fo llo w s: 1700-1750, 1750-

1800, 1800-1850, and 1850-1900. Common beg inn ing  and ending dates fo r  

the vario u s  segments allowed for th e  o v e rlap p in g  o f months w ithin a  y e a r.

Organization o f th e  Studv 

This stu d y  was organized  in to  f iv e  c h a p te r s .  Chapter 1 contained 

an in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  problem, a s ta tem en t o f th e  problem, the  s ig n i

f icance o f the  s tu d y , th e  assumption of th e  s tu d y , th e  l im ita tio n s  of 

the study , the  d e f in i t io n s  of term s, th e  purpose of the  study , the pro

cedures fo r  g a th e r in g  d a ta ,  the methods f o r  p rese n tin g  th e  d a ta , and the  

o rg an iza tio n  of th e  s tu d y .

The history* o f th e  Gullahs ex c lu s iv e  o f  ed u ca tio n  was presented  in  

Chapter 2.

C hapter 3 included  th e  educational e f f o r t s  from 1700-1750 and from 

1750-1800.
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C hapter 4 in clu d ed  th e  educational e f f o r t s  f ro n  1800-1850 and f ro n  

1850-1900.

A surinar y of th e  s tu d y , conclusions dravn f ro n  th e  study, and 

recocaendations r e s u l t in g  fron the  study com prised Chapter 5.
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CHAPTER 2 

Slavery  and th e  G ullahs

The Search fo r  Labor 

Although Negroes were brought to  V irg in ia  as  e a rly  as 1619, i t  was 

not u n t i l  th e  e ig h te e n th  century  th a t  th ey  were viewed as the  prim ary 

source of lab o r  in  th e  E nglish c o lo n i e s .^  The lab o r needs o f  th e  New 

World c o lo n is ts  in c re a se d  w ith the  expansion  o f th e  land they s e t t l e d ,  

and those needs c a l le d  fo r  a r e l i a b l e ,  econom ically  fea s ib le  source fo r  

th a t  la b o r . The c o lo n i s t s ' f i r s t  a ttem p t to  ensure  th is  lab o r source 

developed from th e  lo n g -e s ta b lish e d  a p p re n tic e  system and led  them to  

re ly  mainly on th e  e f f o r t s  of white in d en tu red  se rv an ts  who worked fo r  a 

s e t  period  of tim e to  repay  the c o s ts  o f  t h e i r  passage to  the  c o lo n ie s .  

Though the  m asters b e n e fite d  g re a t ly  in  term s o f land a c q u is itio n  and 

power of c o n tro l ,  th e  use o f inden tu red  w h ites  was fa r  from s a t i s f a c to r y  

because o f th e  d i s c ip l in e  problems b rought on by th e  r e s tra in in g  n a tu re  

of th e  r ig h ts  th e  in d en tu red  se rv an ts  h e ld  by custom and p r a c t i c e , ^  th e  

i n s u f f ic ie n t  q u a n ti ty ,  th e  u n p red ic tab le  su p p ly ,23 the  "seasoning fe v e r"

P o rtio n s  o f  th e  m a te ria l  p resen ted  in  t h i s  ch ap te r appeared in  
E lizabe th  H oit T h e tfo rd , "The Gullah D ia le c t :  I t s  O rig in , Development,
C h a ra c te r is t ic s ,  and Im p lica tio n s  fo r  th e  Teacher o f  Standard E ng lish  in  
C oastal South C aro lin a"  (Ed.S . f ie ld  s tu d y , W illiam  Carey C ollege, 1984).

21 C. Duncan R ice , The Rise and F a l l  o f  Black Slaverv (New York: 
Harper & Row, 1975), 52 . '

22 David Duncan W allace, South C a ro lin a : A Short H istory . 1520-
1948 (Chapel H i l l :  Univ. o f North C aro lin a  P re s s ,  1951), 187.

23 C a rte r  G. Woodson, The A frican Background Outlined (1936; 
re p r in t ,  New York: Negro U n iv e rs i tie s  P re s s ,  1968), 258.
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which k i l l e d  thousands befo re  they could a d ju s t  to  th e  Sew World, the 

tendency of many to  run away and e s ta b lis h  them selves in  o th e r  s e t t le 

ments, the  in e v i ta b le  e x p ira tio n  of the  te r n s  o f  s e rv ic e  (g en e ra lly  

about f iv e  years  o r u n t i l  th e  age of tw e n ty -fo u r) , and the  th re a t  of 

v oca tiona l c o a p e ti tio n  by th e  freed  servants.*"^ In  s p i t e  o f the draw

backs, however, w hite in den tu red  se rv an ts  co a p rised  a s u b s ta n t ia l  por

t io n  of the  p opu lation  in  V irg in ia , M aryland, and P ennsy lvan ia; but the  

use of th e  se rv a n ts  in  South C arolina was augmented Im m ediately by Negro 

s laves from th e  West In d ie s ,  thus decreasing  th e  in d en tu red  percentage 

in  th a t colony alm ost fro n  th e  beg inning .2^

While d isco v e rin g  th e  inadequacies o f  th e  in d en tu red  se rv a n t system, 

the c o lo n is ts  experim ented w ith  n a tive  lab o r  when th ey  enslaved  Indians, 

beginning w ith th o se  they captured  in th e  Pequot War o f 1637.2^ In 

s p ite  o f  fe a rs  o f u p r is in g s  and m assacres from w ith in , the  c o lo n is ts  

acquired Indian  s la v e s  from Indian  a l l i e s  induced to  ra id  enemy t r ib e s  

and o ccasio n a lly  from s la v e  ra id s  of t h e i r  own. Most o f th e  Indians 

thus enslaved were exported to  the West Indies*  b u t many, p a rt ic u la r ly  

in  South C aro lin a , found th e i r  way in to  th e  c o lo n ia l  lab o r fo rc e .27 The 

c o lo n is ts  soon lea rn e d , though, th a t  th e  In d ia n s  d id  not meet th e i r  

needs any b e tte r  than d id  th e  indentured w h ite s . The supply was

24 U lrich  Bonnell P h i l l ip s ,  Life and Labor in  th e  Old South (Boston: 
L i t t l e ,  Brown, 1930). 23-24.

25 W allace, 35, 186-87.

2^ George H. Moore, Notes on the H is to ry  o f S lav ery  in  M assachusetts 
(New York, 1866), 1: c i te d  by William Sumner J e n k in s , P ro-S laverv  Thought 
in  the Old South (1935; r e p r in t ,  G lo u sceste r: P e te r  Sm ith, i9 6 0 ), 3.

27 Sirmans, 24-25.

R eprodu ced  with p erm ission  of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



16

u nstab le  and in ad e q u a te , and the In d ian s  d id  not a d ju s t  well to  cap

t iv i ty ;  many e i t h e r  managed to  escape o r  d ied  w ith in  a short span of 

tim e .28 Although In d ian  slaves continued  to  be h e ld  by a few in d iv id 

u a ls throughout th e  c o lo n ia l  p e rio d , th e  u n s a tis fa c to ry  q u a l i t ie s ,  the  

fea r  o f  r e p r i s a l ,  and increased  governm ental p ressu re  due p a r t ly  to  th e  

obvious r is k  to  th e  lu c ra tiv e  d eersk in  t ra d e  and the  th rea t o f  antagon

iz in g  the  ne ighboring  Spanish and th e i r  In d ia n  a l l i e s  prompted th e  

c o lo n is ts  to  look  elsew here fo r t h e i r  a a in  body of la b o r .29

The id ea  o f  Negroes as s lav es  was n o t a  new one; in f a c t ,  th e  Arabs 

began a slav e  t ra d e  f ro n  northern  A frica  a s  e a rly  a s  the e igh th  ce n tu ry , 

and th e i r  tra d e  ro u te s  took the Negro s la v e s  f ro c  Mozanbique where they 

were then se n t on to  A rabia, P e rs ia ,  and w estern  I n d ia .3® As fo r 

A frican s la v e s  to  Europe, the Portuguese had e s ta b lish e d  a v iab le  b lack  

s lave tra d e  f ro n  West A frica  to Europe a s  auch as f i f t y  years befo re  

Columbus' voyages and had considered th e  u n d ertak in g  so noteworthy th a t  

the  (Lisbon) c o u r t  c h ro n ic le r  Azurara was given  th e  task  of reco rd in g  

the  beginnings o f  th e  t r a d e .31 Not u n t i l  th e  black  as  a slav e  la b o re r  

appeared to  be e c o n o a ic a lly  f e a s ib le ,  however, d id th e  English c o lo n is ts  

in te n s ify  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  develop the  t r a d e .

To the  c o lo n i s ts ,  th e  Negro seemed to  be the  id e a l  candidate to

28 R ice, 23 , 44. 29 Wood, 38-40.

3® U lrich  3 o n n e ll P h i l l ip s ,  American Negro S lavery  (3aton Rouge:
Louisiana S ta te  Univ. P re ss , 1918), 9.

31 Gomez Eannes de Azurara, C hron icle  o f  the  Discovery and Conquest 
o f Guinea, t r a n s .  C. R. Beazley and E. P . P re s ta g e , in  the Hakluyt 
S ociety P u b lic a t io n s  95: 85; c i te d  by U lr ic h  3 onnell P h i l l ip s ,  American 
Negro S lav ery . 1 .
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f i l l  the  gap l e f t  by th e  u n sa tis fa c to ry  r e s u l t s  o f using  indentured 

white and en slav ed  Ind ian  lab o r. In  the  eyes of th e  c o lo n is ts ,  the 

advantages o f b lack  s la v e  labor were obvious and numerous. Unlike the 

indentured w h ite , th e  Negro was e a s i ly  i d e n t i f i a b le  as  a  member of the  

slave c la s s ,  and he had no r a c ia l ,  b i r t h ,  o r  c o n tr a c tu ra l  r ig h ts  to pro

te c t  him. U nlike th e  In d ian , the Negro was an a l i e n  to  both white 

so c ie ty  and th e  coun try  in  which he was e n s la v e d . I f  the  Negro did t ry  

to  escape, h i s  ignorance o f h is  su rroundings coupled w ith h is  skin co lo r  

served to  make h i s  rec a p tu re  a l l  th e  more l i k e l y .  Too, an organized 

slave tra d e  was a lre a d y  an e s tab lish ed  a c tu a l i t y ,  p rovid ing  the c o lo n is ts  

with an easy  a c ce ss  to  a guaranteed, s tead y  s u p p ly .33 And the  f in a l  

argument, i f  th e  c o lo n is ts  re a l ly  needed one, was th e  ju s t i f i c a t io n  fo r  

s lav e ry , Negro s la v e ry  in  p a r t ic u la r ,  as found in  t h e i r  in te rp re ta t io n  

of the  B ib le .33

O rigin of th e  Slack S lav es

Of th e  tra d in g  a re a s  along the  A frican  c o a s t ,  th e  English  dominated 

Gambia and sh a red  th e  Gold Coast w ith th e  D utch. The f i r s t  major 

English tra d in g  company was charte red  in  1618, b u t i t  d id  no t deal in  

s laves and was s h o r t  l iv e d .  Several o th e r  companies fo llow ed, and 

f in a l ly  th e  Royal A frican  Company, c h a rte re d  by C harles I I  in  1672, 

began a  v i r t u a l  monopoly o f the English s la v e  t ra d e  to  the  co lonies th a t  

la s te d  tw en ty -fiv e  y e a rs .  Opposition from independent t ra d e rs  in  both

33 R ice, 55-61 , passim .
33 w illiam  Sumner Jen k in s , P ro -S laverv  Thought in  the  Old South 

(1935; r e p r in t ,  G lo u c e ste r:  Peter Sm ith, 1960), 6 .
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the  c o lo n ie s  and England led  Parliam ent in  1697 to  open the tra d e  to  a l l

English v e s se ls ,  s u b je c t  to  a fee payment system  based on a percentage 
3 4

of the  value o f th e  c a rg o e s . The opening o f  th e  tra d e  was l ik e  the 

opening o f a dam.

Black s la v e s  brought to  the co lo n ie s  were from many p a rts  of A frica ,

although most o f  them were purchased by independen t s la v e rs  or company

fa c to rs  fron  t r i b a l  c h ie f s  or kings a long th e  w estern  coast of A frica .

The u su a l p a tte rn  was fo r  a company to  s e t  up a  d e fe n s ib le  post on the

A frican c o a st and b a r te r  w ith  the c h ie f  o r  k ing  fo r  the  s la v e s .33 This

p a tte rn  was s u b je c t  to  many u n c e r ta in t ie s  a f f e c t in g  the  trad e .

Perm ission to  tra d e  was o fte n  a t  the  mercy o f th e  c h ie f 's  or k in g 's

d isp o s itio n ;  p r ic e s  f lu c tu a te d  according to  th e  demand fo r the European

goods o ffe re d  fo r  b a r te r  and the barg a in in g  s k i l l s  of the independent

s la v e r  o r th e  company f a c to r ;  in  a d d it io n , th e  supply of slaves from the

i n te r io r  was by no means a s su re d .33 Not a l l  t r i b e s  were reported  as

in d u str io u s  a s  th e  Whydahs who, a Dutch f a c to r  a s s e r te d ,  could d e liv e r  a 
37thousand s la v e s  a  month.

The d e s tin a tio n  of th e  s lav es , w hether f i n a l  o r  in te rm ed iate , 

depended upon th e  n a t io n a l i ty  of the  s la v e r ,  th e  se c tio n  of the A frican 

co ast th a t  the  s la v e s  had been sold from, and th e  market demand fo r

34
P h i l l ip s .  American Negro S lav ery . 23 -25 .

35
R- R. Sellm an, An O utline A tlas  o f  World H is to ry  (New York:

S t .  M a rtin 's  P re s s ,  1970), 50.

36 R ice, 106-08.

37 W illiam  Bosman, Guinea (London, 1705); c i t e d  by U lrich Bonnell 
P h i l l ip s ,  American Negro S lav ery . 26.

R eprodu ced  with p erm ission  of th e copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



19

s la v e s  in  g iv en  a re a s .  D e fin ite  t ra d e  ro u te s  had long been e s ta b lis h e d  

by vario u s  c o u n tr ie s  between p o in ts  along th e  A frican  coast and c o lo n ized  

areas  o f th e  A n t i l l e s  and the  e a s te rn  c o a s ts  o f North and South America. 

The f i r s t  b lac k  s la v e s  brought to  th e  C a ro lin e s  d id  not come d i r e c t ly  

fro n  A fr ic a ; th ey  were A fricans who had been broken in to  slav e ry  by 

c o lo n iz e rs  in  th e  Vest In d ie s . A fte r  a  desand was crea ted  in  the  

C aro linas fo r  th e  b lack  s la v e s , they were th en  brought d i re c tly  fro n  

A frica  in  e v e r- in c re a s in g  numbers."^®

Judging from th e  records o f th e  C h arles to n  s la v e  m arkets, the  b lack  

s la v e s  brought d i r e c t l y  from A frica  were f ro n  many t r ib e s  or reg io n s , 

w ith th e  Angola Negroes the most h ig h ly  p r iz e d  o f  a l l .  Described a s  "o f 

a g e n tle  and a f f e c t io n a te  n a tu re  and f a i t h f u l  to  a  t r u s t  . . . o f a 

ra th e r  low m e n ta li ty  . . .  g u l l ib le  and e a s i l y  swayed by o t h e r s , " ^  th e  

Angolans formed 69 .5  percent of the  t o t a l  number o f  s lav es  imported to  

South C aro lin a  from 1735-1740^ and n e a rly  40 p e rcen t from 1 7 3 3-1807 .^

South C aro lina  S lav ery

Founded w ith  C harles Town in  1670, South C aro lin a  grew from an 

is o la te d  s e t t le m e n t,  caused by swamps and f o r e s t s  on i t s  no rthern  border 

and the  In d ian s  and th e  Spanish to  th e  so u th , to  groups of i so la te d  

p la n ta tio n s  w ith  la rg e  black p o p u la tio n s  which extended outward from th e  

urban a re a  o f C h arles  Town. J u s t  a s  th e  e x te n t  o f  the  b lack-w hite 

c o n tac t in  th e  mixed economy o f th e  n o rth e rn  co lo n ie s  shaped the  Negro

38 Reed Sm ith, Gullah (Columbia; Univ. o f  South C arolina, 1926), 8 .
39 Dubose Heyward, "The Negro in  th e  Low-Country," The C aro lina  

Low-Countrv e d . Augustine T. Smythe (New York: Macmillan, 1931), 173.

^  Wood, 340-41. W eir, 179.
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th e re ,  so too the  confines o f h is  s i t u a t io n  shaped th e  p la n ta tio n  Negro 
42

in  South C aro lin a .

On a  p la n ta tio n , a d e f in i te  c a s te  system e x is te d  among the s la v e s , 

and t h e i r  exposure to  w hites ranged a c co rd in g ly . Only th e  house se r

v an ts  were in  frequen t co n ta c t w ith t h e i r  c a s te r s ,  and th o se  who had 

served  in  the  houses fo r  an extended period  o f t in e  took on nore and 

ao re  sa n n e r isa s  of the  w hites and were given some p r iv i le g e s .42 At the  

o th er end o f the  sc a le  were the f i e ld  s la v e s .  These s la v e s  seldon  cane 

in  c o n ta c t w ith  w h ites; they  were housed s e p a ra te ly  and went only to  and

fro n  th e  f i e l d  where they were o f te n  sep ara ted  by age and s tre n g th 44
45in to  gangs superv ised  by b lack  forem en.

Faced w ith  the prospect o f managing an e v e r- in c re a s in g  number of

b lack  s la v e s  fo r  th e i r  ever-expanding p la n ta t io n s ,  th e  South C arolina
46c o lo n is ts  turned  to  Barbados fo r  t h e i r  ro le  model. Barbados was the

f i r s t  E ng lish  colony to use b lacks a s  i t s  main labor fo rc e , and as  the

number of s la v e s  grew th e re , so d id th e  c o lo n is ts ' f e a r s  o f  a b lack 
47r e b e l l io n .  T heir fea rs  were j u s t i f i e d  in  1675 when Barbados became

42 R ice , 90-91.
43 Ambrose E. Gonzales, The Black Border (Columbia: S ta te ,  1922),

11.
44^  R ice, 93.
45 Lorenzo Dow Turner, A fricanism s in  th e  Gullah D ia le c t (Chicago: 

Univ. o f Chicago P ress , 1949), 1.

46 R ice , 70.
47 P h i l l ip s ,  American Negro S la v e ry . 490.
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48
the s i t e  o f the  f i r s t  major black u p r is in g  in  th e  West Ind ies. In

1688, to  ensure t h a t  a re-occurrence o f an u p r is in g  would be ren o te , i f

not in p o ss ib le , th e  3arbadians enacted a  g e n e ra l  s ta tu te  designed to  
4 9

s treng then  c o n tro l  over th e  s lav es . I t  was t h i s  le g is la t io n  th a t  the 

mainland c o lo n is ts  looked to  when they  began to  e s ta b l is h  leg a l r ig h ts  

fo r thenselves a s  s la v e h o ld ers .

S e ttle d  by form er Barbadian businessmen and p la n te rs ,  South C arolina 

was begun w ith th e  prem ise th a t b lack s la v e s  would be the  nain source of 

l a b o r . ^  A s u b s ta n t ia l  lab o r fo rce  was needed fo r the production o f 

r ic e  (in troduced  in  1694), indigo (in tro d u ced  in  1741), and cotton  

( in troduced in  1790). As the p la n ta tio n s  expanded in  s iz e , the labor 

force grew p ro p o rt io n a te ly . Although s la v e  tra d e  was proh ib ited  b r ie f ly  

following the  American Revolution, s la v e rs  resumed the trade in  1804.

By the time the  ban was l i f t e d ,  demand fo r  s la v e s  was so great th a t  from 

then u n t i l  January  1, 1808, when th e  f in a l  ban was enacted by Congress, 

39,075 s lav es  passed  through the p o r t a t  C h a rle s  Tow n.^

In enacting  laws to  r e s t r i c t  th e  s la v e s .  South Carolina began with 

the 1688 g en era l s ta t u te  from Barbados. That law su ffice d  u n t i l  the 

Stono r e b e llio n  o f  1739 brought fe a r s  th a t  freedom , physical or m ental, 

would lead  to  a d d it io n a l  u p ris in g s. As a  r e s u l t ,  a  more r e s t r i c t iv e  law 

was passed by th e  l e g i s la tu re  in  1740. Among o th e r  th in g s , th is  law 

s ta te d

48 R ice, 74.

49 P h i l l ip s ,  American Negro S lav ery . 491 .

50 Rice, 70, 93. 51 Heyward, 177-78.
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. . .  That no nen slaves exceeding seven in  number, s h a l l  
h e re a f te r  be perm itted  to  t r a v e l  to g e th e r  in  any high road in  
th is  p ro v in c e , w ithout some w hite person w ith  them . . . [and]

- . - T hat a l l  and every person  and persons w hatsoever, who 
s h a l l  h e r e a f te r  teach , or cause any s la v e  o r s lav es  to  be 
tau g h t to  w r i te ,  o r  s h a ll  use  o r  eoploy any slav e  as a  s c rib e  
in  any aan n er o f w ritin g  w hatsoever, h e re a f te r  taught to  w r ite ,  
every such person  and persons, s h a l l ,  f o r  every su ch -o ffer.se, 
f o r f e i t  th e  sua  o f one hundred pounds c u rre n t  money.

For over f i f t y  y ea rs  th e  1740 law was continued  in  fo rce  w ith substan 

t i a l l y  the  saae w ording .

F ea rfu l o f  th e  in f lu e n c e  of unseasoned s la v e s  f ro a  A frica , the

le g is la tu re  c lo sed  th e  b orders of South C aro lin a  in  1792 by p ro h ib itin g

the im porta tion  o f  s la v e s  f ro a  w ithout d ie  c o u n try .""  Although th is
54

p ro h ib itio n  was co n tin u ed  by subsequent a c ts  u n t i l  th e  ban was f in a l ly  

l i f t e d  and th e  im p o rta tio n  o f slaves from th e  West In d ie s  and A frica  was 

resumed, the  l e g i s la t u r e  c le a r ly  recognized th e  dangers o f a llow ing the  

s lav es  to  congregate  f o r  th e  supposed purposes o f  "mental in s t ru c t io n  o r 

r e l ig io u s  w orsh ip ." As a r e s u l t ,  b efo re  th e  ban was l i f t e d ,  an a c t  was 

passed in  1800 th a t  s ig n a le d  the w hite c i t i z e n s '  awareness of the  grow

ing problem. In  p a r t  t h i s  a c t  decreed

. . .  That from and a f t e r  th e  passin g  th i s  law, a l l  assem
b l ie s  and congrega tions of s la v e s ,  f re e  negroes, a u la t to e s ,  
and m es tiz o e s , whether composed o f a l l  o r any o f the  above 
d e s c r ip tio n  o f  persons, or o f  a l l  o r  any of the  above d escribed  
persons and o f  a  proportion  o f w hite  p ersons, assembled o r met 
to g e th e r  f o r  th e  purpose of m ental in s t r u c t io n ,  in  a confined 
or s e c r e t  p lac e  o f meeting, o r w ith th e  g a te s  o r doors of such 
p lace  o f  m eeting  barred , b o lted  o r locked , so as  to  prevent

52 South C a ro lin a , S ta tu te s  a t  L arge. No. 670 (1740).

^  South C a ro lin a , S ta tu te s  a t  L arge. No. 1544 (1792).
54 South C aro lin a , S ta tu te s  a t  L arge. No. 1605 (1794); South

C aro lina , S ta tu te s  a t  L arge. No. 1696 (1798); South C aro lin a . S ta tu te s
a t  U r g e . No. 1740 (1800).
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the  f re e  in g ress  and e g re s s  to  and fro a  th e  san e , s h a ll  be, 
and th e  sane i s  hereby d ec la red  to  be. an unlaw ful ceetin g  
. .  . [and]

. . . That fron  [and] a f t e r  the  passing  o f t h i s  Act, i t  
s h a l l  n o t be law ful fo r  any nunber o f s la v e s ,  f re e  negroes, 
s u la t to e s  or m estizoes, even in  conpany w ith w hite persons, to  
n ee t to g e th e r  and a s se a b le  fo r  the  purpose o f m ental in s tru c 
t io n  o r re l ig io u s  w orsh ip , e i th e r  befo re  th e  r is in g  of the sun 
o r  a f t e r  the  going down o f the  saae . . . .

In 1820 to  f u r th e r  r e s t r i c t  in flu e n ce  from f re e  persons of co lo r 

both in s id e  and o u ts id e  the  s t a t e ,  th e  le g i s la tu re  ordered

. . . That no s lav e  s h a l l  h e re a f te r  be emancipated but by
a c t  o f th e  L e g is la tu re .

. . , That from and a f t e r  the  f i r s t  day o f March n ex t, i t  
s h a l l  n o t be law ful fo r  any f re e  negro or m ula tto  to  m igrate 
in to  t h i s  S ta te  . . .  [and]

. . .  That every m aster o f a  v e s se l or o th er person , who 
s h a l l  b rin g  in to  th is  S ta te ,  by w ater o r by la n d , in  any 
v e s se l  o r  land c a rr ia g e ,  o r  o th erw ise , any f re e  negro o r 
m ula tto  so brought, th e  p e n a lty  o f f iv e  hundred d o l la r s .  . . .
P ro v id ed , th a t  th is  Act c h a ll  not extend to  any m asters of 
v e s se ls  b ringing  in to  t h i s  S ta te  any f re e  negro o r  m ulatto 
employed on board o r belonging to  such v e s se l ,  and who s h a ll  
th e re w ith  d ep a rt; nor to  any w hite person t r a v e l l in g  in to  the  
S ta te ,  having any f re e  negro o r m ulatto  as  a  s e rv a n t .  . . .

The most r e s t r i c t i v e  l e g i s la t io n ,  however, came in to  being a s  a

rea c tio n  to  th e  ab o rted  u p ris in g  by Denmark Vesey. Vesey had long 

resen ted  h is  s ta tu s  as  a s la v e , and when he wen a l o t t e r y ,  he immediately 

purchased h is  freedom w ith p a rt o f th e  money. In  l a t e  1821 and e a rly

1822 he began a  conspiracy  w ith f iv e  Negro s la v e s : G ullah Jack , Monday,

R oily, Ned, and P e te r .  As a m aster s t r a t e g i s t ,  Vesey’s  in te n t io n  was to  

have a l l  th e  s la v e s  of C harleston and th e  o u tly in g  a re a s  r i s e  up ag a in s t 

th e i r  owners, k i l l  a l l  of the w h ite s , and assume c o n tro l o f  th a t  p a rt of 

the s t a t e .  Discovered alm ost on th e  eve o f th e  ev en t, th e  in su r re c t io n

^  South C aro lin a , S ta tu te s  a t  L arge. No. 1745 (1800). 

^  South C aro lin a , S ta tu te s  a t  Large. No. 2236 (1820).
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never m a te r ia liz e d , but th e  n ea rn ess  o f th e  in tended massacre was enough 

to  send many white c i t iz e n s  in to  a  s t a t e  bordering  on p a n ic .^  The 

immediate r e s u l t  was an 1822 a c t  t h a t  r e q u ire d , among o th er th in g s ,

- . . That from and a f t e r  th e  passing  of t h is  Act, no f re e
negro o r person o f  c o lo r ,  who s h a l l  leave th is  S ta te , s h a ll  be 
su ffe red  to  r e tu r n .  . . .

- . . That i f  any v e s s e l  s h a l l  come in to  any p o rt or harbour 
o f  t h i s  S ta te ,  from any o th e r  s ta t e  o r  fo re ig n  p o r t,  having on 
board any f re e  negroes o r  persons o f  co lo r , as  cooks, stew ards, 
m ariners, o r in  any o th e r  employment on board o f said  v e sse l, 
such f re e  negroes o r  persons of c o lo r  s h a ll  be l ia b le  to  be 
se ized  and confined  in  j a i l  u n t i l  s a id  v e sse l s h a ll  c le a r  out 
and depart from t h i s  S t a te .  . . .

. . . [ I ] t  s h a l l  be a lto g e th e r  unlaw ful fo r  any person or
persons to  h i re  to  any male s la v e  o r s la v e s , h is  or th e i r
tim e . . . [and]

. . . [E]very f re e  male negro , m ulatto  o r m estizo in  th is  
S ta te ,  above th e  age o f f i f t e e n  y e a rs ,  s h a l l  be compelled to  
have a guard ian , who s h a l l  be a re sp e c ta b le  freeh o ld er o f the  
d i s t r i c t - i n  which s a id  f re e  negro , m ulatto  o r mestizo s h a ll  
re s id e .

The le g i s la tu r e  fu rth e r  r e s t r i c t e d  the  movements of the  f re e  persons of 

co lo r w ith  an a c t  in  1823 th a t  s ta t e d ,  in  p a r t ,

. . . That . . .  i t  s h a l l  no t be law ful fo r  any f ree  negro 
o r person of co lo u r to  m ig ra te  in to  t h is  S ta te ,  or be brought 
o r  in troduced  in to  i t s  l im i t s ,  under any p re te x t  whatever, by 
land  or by w ater [and]

. . . That i t  s h a l l  n o t be law fu l fo r  any f re e  negro o r 
person of c o lo r ,  who has l e f t  the  S ta te  a t  any time previous 
to  th e  passing of t h i s  A ct, o r  f o r  those  who may h e re a f te r  
leave  the  S ta te ,  e v e r r e tu r n  ag a in  in to  same. . . .

Recognizing the danger o f educated  s la v e s  and f re e  persons of co lo r

L ione l H. Kennedy and Thomas P a rk er, An O f f ic ia l  Report of the  
T r ia ls  o f  Sundry Negroes, Charged w ith  an Attempt to  Raise an 
In su rre c tio n  in  the  S ta te  o f S o u th -C aro lin a : Preceded bv an In troduction
and N a rra tiv e ; and in  an Appendix. A Report o f the  T r ia l s  of Four White 
Persons, on Indictm ents fo r  A ttem pting to  E x c ite  the  S laves to  
In su rre c tio n  (C harleston : James R. Schneck, 1822), 17-20.

^  South C aro lina , S ta tu te s  a t  Large. No. 2277 (1822).

^  South C aro lina , S ta tu te s  a t  Large. No. 2319 (1823).
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(Denmark Vesey could both read and w r ite )  and noting  th e  schoo ls fo r  

f re e  p erso n s o f  c o lo r th a t  e x is te d  in  C h arle s to n , the l e g i s la tu r e  moved 

to  end th e  source of p o te n tia l  r i s k .  I t s  1834 law was th e  most f a r -  

reach ing  e d u c a tio n a lly  and included in  i t s  p ro v is io n s  th e  fo llow ing :

. . .  I f  any person s h a l l  h e re a f te r  teach  any s la v e  to  read
o r w r i te ,  o r s h a ll  a id  o r a s s i s t  in  teach ing  any s lav e  to  read
o r w r i te ,  or cause o r procure  any s lav e  to  be tau g h t to  read 
o r w r i te ,  such person, i f  a  f re e  w hite person , upon co nv ic tion  
th e re o f ,  s h a l l ,  fo r  each and every offence a g a in s t  t h i s  Act, 
be f in e d  not exceeding one hundred d o l la r s ,  and inpriso n ed  not 
no re  than s ix  months; o r i f  a  f re e  person o f c o lo r ,  s h a l l  be 
whipped, not exceeding f i f t y  la s h e s , and f in e d  n o t exceeding 
f i f t y  d o l la r s ,  a t  th e  d is c re t io n  of the  co u rt o f  m ag is tra te s  
and freeh o ld e rs  before  which such f re e  person o f  c o lo r i s
t r i e d ;  and i f  a s la v e , no be whipped a t  the  d is c re t io n  o f the
c o u r t ,  not exceeding f i f t y  la s h e s ;  th e  inform er to  be e n t i t le d  
to  one h a lf  o f the f in e ,  and to  be a  competent w itn es s . And 
i f  any f re e  person o f c o lo r  o r s la v e  s h a ll  keep any schoo l, or 
o th e r  p lace  of in s t r u c t io n ,  fo r  teach ing  any s la v e  or f re e  
person of co lo r to  read o r w r i te ,  such f re e  person of co lo r  or 
s la v e  s h a ll  be l ia b le  to  the  same f in e ,  imprisonment and cor
p o ra l punishment as a re  by t h i s  Act imposed and in f l i c t e d  on 
f r e e  persons of co lo r and s la v e s  fo r  teach ing  s la v e s  to  read 
o r w rite  [and]

I f  any person s h a ll  employ, or keep as a c le r k ,  any s lav e  
o r f re e  person of c o lo r ,  o r s h a l l  perm it any s la v e  or f re e  
person o f co lo r to  a c t  a s  a  c le rk  o r  salesm an, in  o r about any 
shop, s to r e ,  or house used fo r  tra d in g , such person s h a l l  be 
l i a b l e  to  be in d ic te d . . . .

The s ta tu s  o f the  s lav es  and th e  f re e  persons of c o lo r  remained 

r e s t r i c t e d  g eograph ically  and l e g i s la t iv e ly  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  C iv il  War. 

With th e  end o f th e  war and th e  a b o li t io n  o f s la v e ry , th e  whole s tru c tu re  

o f  the  South was transform ed, and th e  b lack -w hite  r e la t io n s h ip  ceased to  

e x is t  a s  a  r e la t io n s h ip .  What evolved was a se p a ra te  e x is te n ce  fo r  both

^  South C aro lin a , S ta tu te s  a t  L arg e , No. 2639 (1834).

R eprodu ced  with p erm ission  of th e copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



26

th a t  culm inated  in  the P lessy  v. Ferguson d e c is io n  of 1896 th a t  legally- 

paved th e  way fo r a  "sep ara te  but eq u a l"  s o c ie t a l  s t r u c tu r e .^

61 P le ssy  v. Ferguson, 163, U.S. 537 (1896).
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CHAPTER 3

Educationa l E ffo r ts  of th e  E ig h te e n th  Century 

1700-1750

In the  co lony o f South C aro lin a , th e  f i r s t  h a lf  of the e ig h te e n th  

century was narked  by a growing concern f o r  th e  re l ig io u s  w elfa re  o f th e  

in h a b ita n ts .  D ire c t ly  resp o n sib le  fo r  th e  e d u ca tio n a l in s t ru c tio n  

received  by th e  s la v e s  during t h i s  p e rio d , t h i s  concern was e s p e c ia lly  

seen in  the  m iss io n a ry  e f f o r ts  of the Church o f England's o f fs p r in g , the  

Society fo r  th e  Propagation of the  Gospel i n  Foreign P a rts .

Not to  be confused w ith i t s  1661 p red e c e sso r (For the P ropagation  

of the Gospel amongst the Heathen N atives o f  New England, and the  P a r ts  

ad jacen t in  A m e ric a ) ,^  the SPGF? evolved f ro n  a plan for spreading 

C h ris tian  knowledge in  both England and E n g la n d 's  possessions. In  1697 

Dr. Thomas Bray p resen ted  h is  proposal to  th e  3ishop of London, and th e  

Society  fo r  Prom oting C h ris tia n  Knowledge was born sh o rtly  t h e r e a f t e r .

The fo re ig n  m iss io n  o f th is  o rg an iza tio n  was soon seen as an e n ti ty  

w ith in  i t s e l f ,  and in  1701 Dr. Bray p e ti t io n e d  W illiam I I I  fo r  a s e p a ra te  

c h a r te r .  The k ing  was quick to  g ran t th e  c h a r te r  which c rea ted  the 

SPGFP.64

^  The S o c ie ty  fo r  the P ropagation o f  th e  Gospel in  Foreign P a r ts  
i s  subsequently  r e f e r re d  to  as  th e  SPGF? o r  th e  S oc iety .

6^ David Humphreys, An H is to r ic a l  Account of the Incorporated  
Society  fo r  th e  P ropagation of th e  Gospel in  Foreign P arts  (1730; 
r e p r in t ,  London: SPGFP Church Review, 1851-52), 10.

64 C. F. Pascoe, Two Hundred Years o f  th e  S. P. G .: An H is to r ic a l
Account o f  th e  S o c ie ty  for the P ropagation o f  th e  Gospel in  Foreign 
P a r ts , 1701-1900. 2 v o ls . (London: SPGFP, 1901), 1: 3-6.

27
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Although th e  c h a r te r  showed th a t  the  prim ary concert o f th e  SPGF? 

was th e  p ro v is io n  fo r "M inisters to  i n s t r u c t  Our sa id  Loveing Subjects 

in  the  P r in c ip le s  o f  t ru e  R e lig io n ,"66 th e  wording o f the second sectio n  

was s u f f ic ie n t  to  promote the r e l ig io u s  i n s t r u c t io n  of the  In d ian s  and 

the s la v e s :

And Whereas Wee th in k  i t  Our Duty a s  such as in  Us ly es , to 
p roao te  th e  Glory of God, by th e  In stru cco n  of Our People in  
the  C h r is t ia n  Religion And th a t  i t  w i l l  be highly  conducive 
fo r  accom plish ing  those Ends, t h a t  a  s u f f ic ie n t  M aintenance 
be prov ided  fo r  an Orthodox C lergy to  l iv e  anongst th en , and 
th a t  such o th e r  Provision be aad e , a s  aay be necessary  fo r  the 
P ropagation  o f the Gospell in  th o se  P a r t s .0

The th ird  SPGF? a is s io n a ry  sen t to  A nerica and the  f i r s t  one sen t 

to South C aro lina  was th e  Rev. Mr. Saauel Thonas. He a rr iv ed  in  

C harleston  in  1702 a f t e r  a  p a r t ic u la r ly  d i f f i c u l t  voyage and in fo raed  

the S oc iety  in  a l e t t e r 6 '  dated January 20, 1702/3 ,63 " . . .  I  a rr iv ed

^  C. F. P ascoe, Two Hundred Years o f  th e  S . P. G.: An H is to r ic a l  
Account of th e  S o c ie ty  fo r  the P ropagation o f th e  Gospel in  Foreign 
P a r ts .  1701-1900. 2 v o ls .  (London: SPGFP, 1901), 2: 932.

The o r ig in a l  l e t t e r s  of th e  SPGFP m iss io n a r ie s  were hand copied 
in to  le t te rb o o k s  upon th e i r  a r r iv a l  a t  th e  S o c ie ty ’s h eadquarters in  
London, thus th e  s p e l l in g  and ab b re v ia tio n s  in  th e  copied l e t t e r s  vary 
w ith th e  a b i l i t i e s / in c l in a t io n s  o f those Baking th e  co p ies . The 
o r ig in a ls  them selves, f o r  the most p a r t ,  d id  not su rv iv e . M icrofilm  
cop ies o f  th e  com plete s e t  of l e t t e r s  e x is t  in  t h i s  country a t  the  
L ibrary o f Congress and th e  U niversity  o f C a l ifo rn ia .  Other i n s t i t u 
t io n s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  and s o c ie t ie s  have p a r t i a l  ho ld ings on m icrofilm  and 
in  ty p e s c r ip t  form .

The SPGFP l e t t e r s  th a t  a re  c ite d  in  t h i s  ch ap te r have come from 
se v e ra l so u rces . Those narked SCDAH a re  from th e  m icrofilm ed cop ies a t  
the South C aro lin a  Department of Archives and H is to ry : SCL denotes the 
m icrofilm ed M inutes h e ld  by the South C aro lin ian a  L ib rary , and th e  ones 
from th e  South C aro lin a  H is to r ic a l  S oc iety  (SCHS) a re  from e i th e r  th e i r  
m icrofilm  h o ld in g s o r  t h e i r  ty p e sc r ip t  (TS) c o p ie s . In the  few instan ces  
when th e  " o r ig in a l"  o f  a  l e t t e r  could not be lo c a te d , a secondary c i t a 
t io n  i s  used. Those sources are a lso  noted a f t e r  the  l e t t e r  e n try  in 
the fo o tn o te .
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Safe a c t  Charlestown Town on Christm as Day having been 12 weeks & 2 days 

a t  Sea. . . , " 69

O rig in a lly , Thonas was to  have in s t ru c te d  and a in is te r e d  to  the 

Yamasee Ind ians75"* as  p a r t  o f h is  d u t ie s ,  but th e  Yaaasees were involved 

in  a  war w ith th e  Spanish and d id  n o t have th e  t in e  o r  the  in c lin a tio n  

to  be i n s t r u c te d .7^ R ealiz ing  th e  f u t i l i t y  o f t ry in g  to  work aaong the 

Yanasees a t  th a t  t in e  and a c tin g  on th e  adv ice  of Gov. S ir  N athaniel 

Johnson, Thomas turned  h is  a t te n tio n s  to  a s a fe r  and equally  deserving 

audience, the  Negro and Indian s la v e s  in  th e  Cooper R iver d i s t r i c t  of 

Goose Creek.7”

In  preparing  to  in s t r u c t  the  s la v e s , Thomas (a s  w ell as  th e  o th er 

SPGFP m iss io n a rie s )  follow ed the  g u id e lin es  as  s e t  f o r th  by the  Society

The s p e ll in g , even of the m is s io n a r ie s ' names, v a r ie s  widely 
throughout the  l e t t e r s  and o th er w ri tin g s  o f  the  t i n e .  As fa r  as 
p o ss ib le , the  o r ig in a l  s p e ll in g ,  c a p i t a l i z a t io n ,  and punctuation  a re  
used; where not p r a c t ic a l ,  however, th e  n o ta tio n  modernized appears 
follow ing the  q u o ta tio n . For th e  m is s io n a r ie s ' names appearing in  the  
t e x t ,  a s tandard ized  sp e ll in g  i s  used throughout th e  ch ap te r .

A l e t t e r  dated w ith double d a te s ,  as  in  1702/3, was w ritten  in  
the l a t t e r  y ea r. Before th e  Gregorian ca len d ar was adopted in  1752, 
March 25 was commonly used as th e  beginning o f the  new y ea r, and the 
system o f double da tin g  was w idely p ra c tic e d  u n t i l  th e  change in  ca l
endars rendered i t  unnecessary.

^9 Samuel Thomas, L e tte r  to  Dr. Bray, 20 Ja n . 1702/3, SCDAH.

Yanmasse, Yammasee, Yamassee, Yanasee, Yenassee, to  nane a few. For 
th is  paper, th e  s p e ll in g  fo llow s th a t  used by P e te r  H. Wood, Black 
M ajo rity : Negroes in  C olonial South C aro lina  from 1670 Through the
Stono R ebellion and M. Eugene S ira a n s , C o lon ia l South C aro lin a : A
P o l i t ic a l  H is to ry . 1663-1763.

7^ Samuel Thomas, L e tte r  to  Dr. Bray, 20 Ja n . 1702/3, SCDAfi.

72 Hunnhrevs. 3 7 .
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in  "DIRECTIONS TO THE CATECHISTS FOR INSTRUCTING INDIANS, NEGROES, & c.,"

which were s te p -b y -s te p  in s tru c tio n s  fo r  th e  SPGF? c le rg y . Included in

these in s t ru c t io n s  were th e  re q u is ite  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  fo r sa lv a tio n

("Repentence, F a i th ,  and a  good L ife") and th e  means by which the  s la v e s

could become worthy:

3y e x e rc is in g  th e i r  own Reason: by c a re f u l ly  reading and con
s id e r in g  th e  3 ib le ;  by praying e a rn e s t ly  to  God, th a t  He w i l l ,  
f o r  J e su s  C h r i s t 's  sake, a ffo rd  then  h i s  a s s is ta n c e :  and 
l a s t l y ,  by e n te r in g  themselves in to  th e  Church of C h r is t ,  o r 
S oc iety  o f  C h r i s t ia n s . '

Thus, the  m is s io n a r ie s  were to  teach the  s la v e s  to  read  so th a t  they

could understand th e  3 ib le  and the p r in c ip le s  o f  C h r is t ia n i ty .  The

in s tru c t io n s  to  th e  SPGF? schoolm asters, many o f  whon included Negroes

in  th e i r  p u p ils ,  were auch th e  sane because th e  S o c ie ty  believed  th a t

"The end of ed u catio n  i s ,  not only to f i t  the  young fo r  the b usiness o f

l i f e ,  bu t, to  make th e a  moral and r e l ig io u s  b e in g s . " '4

With the i n s t r u c t io n s  in  nind, Thomas w rote  to  the  Society  about a 

aonth a f te r  h is  a r r i v a l  th a t  " I f  the C orporation  would be pleased to  

send a few B ib le s  & Common Prayer 3ooks to  g ive to  th e  poor Negroes I  

th in k  i t  would be a  a c s t  laudab le  C h a r ity ." 7^ Theses worked t i r e l e s s ly  

among h is  p a ris h io n e r s ,  and a f t e r  working w ith  th e  s lav es  fo r  a  l i t t l e  

over a year, he was a b le  to  rep o r t th a t

. . .  by My Eneouragem^ ab^ 20 Negros have Learn 'd  to  read , &

73 F red erick  D alcho, An H is to r ica l Account o f th e  P ro te s tan t 
Episcopal Church in  S ou th -C aro lina . from th e  F i r s t  Settlem ent o f the  
Province, to  th e  War o f th e  Revolution (C h a rle s to n : E. Thayer, 1820), 
47-50.

74 I b id . ,  50.

/5 Samuel Thomas, L e t te r  to  Dr. Woodward, 29 J a n . 1702/3, SCDAH.
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I  an  A cquainting then a s  I  have o p p o r tu n ity  w. the P r in c ip le s  
o f th e  C h ris tia n  R eligion & have L ately  3 a p tiz 'd  one Negro Man,
& hope in  some tin e  to  f in d  n ore  f i t t e d  fo r  th a t  Holy
I n s t i t u t i o n . ‘

Except fo r  tim e taken  up by a t r i p  to  England in  1705, Thomas worked 

d i l ig e n tly  w ith  th e  s la v e s77 u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  in  1706 from "th e  p e s t i 

l e n t i a l  fe a v e r" 7^ o r "D istem per."7^

Thomas’ p lac e  in  Goose Creek was f i l l e d  by th e  Rev. Dr. F rancis 

Le Jau , who approached the m atter of s la v e  conversion  much more 

cau tio u s ly  than  had Thomas. While he w ro te  to  the  S ociety  th a t  " . . .  

when ny house i s  f in ish ed  I w il l  ap p o in t some convenient tin e  in  the

week fo r  in s t r u c t in g  th e  poor and ig n o ra n t from among th e  w hite, b lack  & 
so

In d ian s , he n e v e rth e le ss  f e l t  th a t  "The Negroes a re  genera lly  very 

bad men, c h ie f ly  th o se  th a t  a re  S c h o la rs ,"  and he determined to  " .  . .

b a p tise  none b u t such a s  lead a  C h r is t ia n  l i f e  and o f whoa I  have a good

t e s t i m o n y . F o r  th e  next two and a  h a l f  y e a rs ,  Le Jau  stood firm  and 

refused  to  b a p tiz e  any blacks. F in a lly ,  he w rote t h a t  "on Sunday next 

I  design  God W illin g  to  bap tise  two very s e n s ib le  and honest Negro Men 

. . . "  but a s  fo r  th e  o th er s lav es  he had been in s t ru c t in g ,  " I do 

nothing too h a s t i ly  in  th a t  r e s p e c t ." -'"

76 Samuel Thomas, L e tte r  to  Dr. Woodward, TS, 10 Mar. 1703/4, SCHS.

77 P ascoe, Two Hundred Years. 1: 13-15.

7® F ra n c is  Le Ja u , L e tte r to th e  S e c re ta ry ,  2 Dec. 1706, SCDAH.
79 Thomas H a se ll, L e tte r  to  the  S e c re ta ry , TS, 6 Sept. 1707, SCHS.
80 F ra n c is  Le Ja u , L e tte r  to  th e  S o c ie ty , 15 Apr. 1707, SCDAH.

^  F ra n c is  Le Ja u , L e tte r  to  Mr. S tu b s , 15 Apr. 1707, SCDAH.

^  F ra n c is  Le Ja u , L e tte r  to  th e  S e c re ta ry ,  TS, 20 Oct. 1709, SCHS.

R eprodu ced  with p erm ission  of th e copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



32

U n til he d ied  in  1717, Le Jau continued to  u nderscore  the danger he 

saw in h eren t in  s la v e  e d u ca tio n . He feared  th a t  " th o se  Men have not 

judgement enough to  sake a good use of t h e i r  L e a rn in g ,"88 and th a t  the 

"bad use some S lav es  sake o f th e i r  reading  . . . [se rv e s ]  tc  discompose 

th e i r  heads, and do some harm to  th e i r  fellow  S la v e s . . . . ,r8^

F o rtu n a te ly , n o t a l l  o f  th e  SPGFP m iss io n a r ie s  were as h e s ita n t  to  

teach th e  s la v e s  a s  was Le Jau , but they were c o n fro n ted  with two major 

o b s tac les : D if f ic u lty  o f t ra v e l  and in c re a sin g  o p p o s itio n  from the

slave owners. Even when th e  m iss io n a rie s  were w e ll s i tu a te d ,  they had 

to  deal w ith th e  problem o f the  g rea t d is ta n c e  between p la n ta tio n s .

They a l l  had re g u la r  church d u tie s ,  and th e i r  sch ed u les  d id not allow 

much tim e fo r ex te n s iv e  v i s i ta t io n s  even i f  t h e i r  pocketbooks enabled 

them to purchase h o rse s  to  shorten  the t ra v e l  tim e . Too, some l ik e  the 

Rev. Mr. W illiam Dunn o f S t .  P a u l 's  P a rish  were n o t  w ell s itu a te d  to 

begin w ith . As he ex p la in ed  to  the S o c ie ty , " I  canno t so conveniently 

as  the r e s t  o f  my fe llo w  M issionaries perform  t h a t  p a r t  of my m in istry , 

the v i s i t in g  [o f]  my P a r ish io n e rs ,  fo r  I  am s e t t l e d  in  a place where I 

can see b u t very few o f them without going by w a te r .  . . . ' ,OJ Most of 

the m iss io n a rie s , however, managed to  make th e  b e s t  o f  th e i r  s itu a tio n s  

and included in s t r u c t io n  o f the  slaves as a r e g u la r  component of th e i r  

d u tie s .

The p ro te s ts  o f  th e  owners were not as e a s i l y  overcome. Among the

8 j F rancis Le Ja u , L e t te r  to  the  S e c re ta ry , TS, 1 Feb. 1709/10,
SCHS.

84 F ran cis  Le J a u , L e tte r  to  the  S e c re ta ry , TS, 3 June 1710, SCHS.

88 W illiam Dun, L e t te r  to  the S ec re ta ry , 2A Nov. 1707, SCDAH.
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o b je c t io n s  were th re e  p r in c ip a l  ones, th e  f i r s t  of which stemmed fron  

th e  way some o f th e  owners perceived  th e  s la v e s .  P a r tly  because they 

had purchased th e  s lav es  and p a r t ly  because th e  s laves  seened l e s s  

i n t e l l i g e n t  than  w hites due to  th e i r  la c k  o f experience w ith th e  lan 

guage, sone o f  th e  owners saw the  s la v e s  a s  p ro p erty , no ao re  and no 

l e s s .  To th en , th e  s lav es  were b e a s ts  o f  burden, to be used in  th e  

f i e l d s  o r  in  th e  houses s ia p ly  to  se rv e  t h e i r  owners. Le Jau  rep e a ted ly  

re n o n s tra te d  w ith  th ese  owners but was fo rced  to  ad n it to  the  S o c ie ty ,

Many M asters can’ t  be persuaded th a t  Negroes and In d ia n s  a re  
o th erw ise  than B easts , and u se  th en  l ik e  such. I  endeavour 
to  l e t  then know b e tte r  th in g s ,  I  thank God nany h onest aen 
keep then  in  good Order; b u t n o t a l l  to  ay g re a t  Sorrow, onR. 
th e  C ontrary what I  do out o f  C h a rity  i s  not w ell re c e iv e d .

The argum ent over whether the  Negro was b e a s t  o r human was n o t reso lv ed

to  ev e ry o n e 's  s a t i s f a c t io n  by Le Jau o r even in  the e ig h te e n th  c en tu ry ;

in d eed , th e  d ebate  was continued in to  th e  tw en tie th  century

The second o b jec tio n  was on the grounds t h a t  b a p tisa  (and thereb y

e n tra n c e  in to  C h r is t ia n i ty )  would f r e e  th e  s la v e s  or in  some way le s se n

th e  h o ld  o f  th e  owners. As e a rly  as 1707, Dunn wrote to  th e  S o c ie ty  o f

t h i s  problem ;

There i s  in  the s a id  P a rish  a g re a t  Number of Negro and Ind ian  
s la v e s  but t i s  extreme d i f f i c u l t  to  persuade th e i r  M asters to  
have them taught in  the  C h r is t ia n  R elig ion  fo r  which th ey  g ive 
very  f r iv o lo u s  reasons not w orth m entioning; one o f them i s

F ra n c is  Le Jau , L e t te r  to  th e  S e c re ta ry , TS, 22 Mar. 1708/9,
SCHS.

^  C h arles  C a r ro ll ,  "The Negro a B east” . . . or . . . " In  th e  
Image o f  God" ( S t .  Louis; American Book and 3 ib le  House, 1900).
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t h i s ,  th a t  a f t e r  t h e i r  S laves a re  b g g tised  they  a re  ao longer 
S erv an ts , say  th ey , but f re e .  . . .

Over the next few y e a rs  o th er m iss io n aries  rep o rted  th e  sane problem.

As the Rev. Mr. Robert Maule exp la ined ,

. . .  I  canno t bu t tak e  n o tice  how s tra n g e ly  unw illin g  the 
P la n te rs  g e n e ra l ly  a re  to  have th e i r  s la v e s  made C h ristian s  
out o f a m istaken  no tio n  th a t  they a re  f r e e  a f t e r  they a re  
b ap tized . I  have th e re fo re  freq u en tly  made i t  ay business 
aaong t£ jp  to  rep re se n t the  Groundlessness o f  such an opinion

Even Le Jau , in  s p i t e  o f h is  own r e s e rv a tio n s , t r i e d  to  reason with

the s lav e  owners, n o t the  l e a s t  o f  whon was "a  lad y ; c o n s id e rab le  enough

in  any o th er re sp e c t but in  th a t  of sound knowledge;" who s a id ,  " ' I s  i t

possib le  th a t  any o f ay s la v e s  could go to  heaven, and a u s t  I  see them 
90th e re ? 1" In th e  end , as  he wrote to  the S o c ie ty ,

To reaove a l l  p reten ce  f ro a  the  Adult S lav es  I  s h a l l  baptise  
o f t h e i r  being  f re e  upon th a t  Account, I  have thought f i t  to 
req u ire  f i r s t  t h e i r  consent to  th is  fo llo w in g  d e c la ra t io n  
You d e c la re  in  the  Presence of God and b e fo re  t h i s  Congregation 
th a t  vou do n o t ask  fo r  th e  holv baptism  o u t o f anv design to 
f re e  y o u rse lf  f ro a  th e  Dutv and Obedience vou owe to  vour 
Master w h ile  vou l iv e ,  but aere lv  fo r  th e  good o f Your Soul 
and to  p a rta k e  o f th e  Graces and B lessin g s  promised to  the 
Meabers o f th e  Church o f Jesus C h r is t .

F in a lly , under p re s su re  f ro a  th e  p la n te rs ,  th e  m is s io n a r ie s , and 

the S o c iety , the  l e g i s la tu r e  passed "an Act fo r  th e  b e t t e r  ordering  and 

governing o f Negroes and S laves" on June 7, 1712. S e c tio n  th ir ty - fo u r

^  W illiaa  Dunn, L e t te r  to  th e  S ec re ta ry , 21 Apr. 1707, SCDAH.

^  Robert Maule, L e t te r  to  John Chamberlayne, 3 June 1710, quoted 
by Frank J .  K lingberg, An A ppraisal o f  the Negro in  C o lo n ia l South 
C arolina (P h ila d e lp h ia : Porcupine P re ss , 1975), 28-29 .

90 F rancis Le J a u , L e tte r  to  the  S ociety . 18 Aug. 1711, quoted by 
Pascoe, Two Hundred Y ears. 1: 15.

^  F rancis Le J a u ,  L e tte r  to  the  S ociety , TS, 20 O ct. 1709, SCHS.
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of th e  a c t  was designed to  enc th e  b ap tisa -eq u a te s-freed o m  controversy  

and read .

Since c h a r i ty  and th e  C h r is t ia n  R e lig io n  which we p ro fess  
o b lig e s  us to  wish w ell to  th e  s o u ls  o f  a l l  men, and th a t  
r e l ig io n  nay not be aade a  p re te n c e , to  a l t e r  any nan’s prop
e r ty  and r ig h t ,  and th a t  no p erso n s nay n eg lec t to  b a p tise  
t h e i r  negroes or s la v e s , o r s u f f e r  then  to  be b ap tised , fo r  
f e a r  th a t  thereby they  should be manumitted and se t f re e :  3e 
i t  th e re fo re  Enacted, t h a t  i t  s h a l l  be, and i s  hereby d e c la red , 
law fu l fo r  any negro o r In d ia n  s la v e ,  o r  any o ther s lav e  or 
s la v e s  whatsoever, to  re c e iv e  and p ro fe ss  th e  C h ristian  f a i t h ,  
and be th ereu n to  b a p tise d . 3 u t t h a t  no tw ithstanding  such 
s la v e  o r s la v e s  s h a ll  r ec e iv e  and p ro fe ss  th e  C h ristian  r e l i 
g io n , and be b ap tised , he o r  th ey  s h a l l  n o t thereby be manu- 
n i t t e d  or s e t  f re e , o r  h is  o r  t h e i r  owner, master or m is tre s s  
l o s t  h is  o r  th e i r  c i v i l  r ig h t ,  p ro p erty  and a u th o rity  over 
such s la v e  o r s lav es , but t h a t  th e  s la v e  o r  slav es , w ith 
re s p e c t  to  h is  or t h e i r  s e rv i tu d e ,  s h a l l  remain and con tinue 
in  the  same s ta te  and c o n d it io n , th a t  he o r  they was in  b e fo re  
th e  making o f th is  A ct.

The m is s io n a r ie s  discovered , however, th a t  the  passage o f l e g i s la 

t io n ,  no m a tte r  how rea ssu rin g ly  w r i t te n ,  d id  n o t change the b asic  

f e e l in g s  and r e s u l ta n t  ac tio n s  o f  the  owners. Hoping, th e re fo re , to  

e x e rt enough in flu e n ce  through a c o l le c t iv e  ap p eal in  order th a t  th e  

S oc iety  m ight b e t te r  understand th e  s la v e  conv ers io n  s i tu a tio n  and 

fu r th e r  a c t  upon i t ,  the  South C aro lin a  SPGFP c le rg y  met on March 4 ,

1713, and drew up a  l i s t  of "im pedim ents” :

1 s t The s laves  have no tim e to  be in s tru c te d  by the 
M in is te r  bu t on the L o rd 's  day; and th en  he has work enough 
from the  White ffo lk  on h is  hands. . .  .

2ndly The P la n ta tio n s  a re  so many and so remote and d i s 
t a n t  f ro n  one another t h a t  th e  S laves can ’ t  be well Assembled 
to g e th e r  fo r  th e i r  I n s t r u c t io n .  . . .

3 rd ly  The m asters o f  S lav es  a re  g e n e ra l ly  o f Opinion th a t  
a  S lave grows worse by being a  C h r is t ia n .  . . .

4 th ly  The L eg is la tu re  do ’s  n o t countenance or Encourage a  
work of t h i s  Importance as  much a s  i t  should  and could . . . .

5 th ly  There are  many P la n te r s  who to  f re e  rhemselves from

92 Dalcho, 94-95.
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the  t ro u b le  o f  feeding and c lo a th in g  th e i r  Slaves allow  then  
one day in  th e  week to  c le a r  ground, & p lan t for th en se lv es  as 
nuch a s  w i l l  c l  oath and S u b s is t  th en  and th e i r  fam ilys. In  
o rd er to  [do] t h i s  some M asters g iv e  t h e i r  Slavgs S a tu rday , 
some h a lf  t h a t  day, & o th e rs  Sunday o n ly . . . .

Commissary Gideon Jo hnston  presented  th e  l i s t  to  th e  Society on b e h a lf

of th e  m is s io n a r ie s ,  b u t the s i tu a t io n  rem ained unchanged.

The s la v e  ow ners' th ird  o b jec tio n , one to  which there  was no answer 

w ith in  the  Church, was th a t  education o f  th e  s la v e s  would lead  to  in s u r 

re c t io n s . This view became more p rev a le n t among th e  p lan te rs  as  th e  

years passed, fu e le d  by runaway s la v e s  who wrote passes for them selves 

and by the  s la v e  u p r is in g s  of 1720 and 1739.^  As the Rev. Mr. F ra n c is  

Varnod o f S t .  George’ s  P arish  explained  th e  reason  fo r h is  lack  o f  

success among th e  s la v e s ,

. . .  I  wish I  could e n te r ta in  any to le r a b le  hope of co n v e rt
ing our n eg ro s . But t h e i r  m as te rs  a re  e n ti r e ly  a g a in s t  i t .
The most p re v a ilin g  reason th ey  p reten d  to  have being t h a t  
th ereb y  t h e i r  S laves would have an o p p ortun ity  o fg ca th e rin g  
to g e th e r  on th e  Lord 's Day to  make in su r re c t io n s .

S t i l l ,  th e re  were successes, however m odest, desp ite  the  o p p o s itio n  

(o v ert or c o v e rt)  from th e  owners. Benjamin Dennis, fo r example, th e  

SPGFP schoolm aster fo r  th e  white c h ild re n  o f  Goose Creek, rep o rted  fo u r 

b lacks among h i s  p u p ils  when he began th e  schoo l in  1712, and from th a t  

t in e  u n t i l  the  In d ian  u p r is in g  th a t  began in  1715, he kept a t  l e a s t  one

93 Frank J .  K lingberg , e d .,  C a ro lin a  C h ro n icle : The Papers o f 
Commissary Gideon Jo h n sto n , 1707-1716 (B erk e ley : Univ. of C a lifo rn ia  
P ress , 1946), 123.

9 4
P h i l l ip s ,  American Negro S la v e ry . 473.

95 F ran c is  Varnod, L e tte r  to  David Humphreys, 1 Apr. 1724, SCHS.
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black stu d en t l a  h i s  s c h o o l . ^  And in  s p i t e  o f  t h a t  Indian up ris in g

(o ften  r e fe r re d  to  a s  th e  Yanasee War) t h a t  in c lu d ed  " th e  Indians fro n
97the border o f F o r t  S t .  Augustino to Cape Fear" and resu lte d  in  the

d e s tru c tio n  of a l l  b u t th re e  p a rish e s , th e  Rev. Mr. Thonas Hasell was

able to  re p o r t  a  s te a d y  in c re a se  of N’egrc  b a p ti s a s  fro n  1720 to 1727.^®

Of h is  own s la v e s ,  he wrote th a t  "among ym I  have se v e ra l young Ones

born in  ye Country two o f w°^ a re  in s t ru c te d ;  one o f ya i s  3ap«"i’ M &
9 9

can read . . . .  A few people fron the  la y  s e c to r ,  to o , co n trib u ted

to  slave  i n s t r u c t io n .  Noteworthy among th ese  were Mrs. Haigue and Mrs.

Edwards o f S t .  Andrew 's P a rish  who, between th e n ,  in s tru c te d  twenty-seven
100s laves  and were fo rm a lly  thanked fo r t h e i r  e f f o r t s  by th e  Society .

3y 1727, however, th e  noderate su ccesses  were n o ticeab ly  s n a il  in  

proportion  to  th e  t o t a l  number of s la v e s  in  th e  p a r is h e s . In response 

to  th is  s i tu a t io n  and spurred  by the numerous l e t t e r s  from the m ission- 

a r ie s  lam enting th e  ow ners' lack  of a s s i s ta n c e ,  th e  Bishop of London 

published "An a d d re s s  to  se rio u s  C h ris tia n s  in  England, to  a s s i s t  the  

Society fo r  P ropagating  th e  Gospel, in  c a rry in g  an th e  Work of 

In s tru c tin g  the  Negroes in  th e  P la n ta tio n s  a b ro a d ,"  and he issued  a

^  Benjamin D ennis, L e tte r  to  the  S e c re ta ry , 26 Feb. 1711/12, SCHS; 
Benjamin Dennis, L e t te r  to  John Chamberlain, 24 J u ly  1712, SCHS;
Benjamin Dennis, L e t te r  to  William T ay lo r, 20 Mar. 1712/13, SCHS;
3enjamin Dennis, L e t te r  to  William T ay lo r, 22 Apr. 1714, SCHS.

97 Pascoe, Two Hundred Years. 1: 17.
93 Thomas H a s e ll ,  L e t te r s  to  David Humphreys, 16 Feb. 1720, 15 Aor. 

1724, 12 S ep t. 1726, 16 Aug. 1727, SCHS.

^  Thomas H a s e ll ,  L e t te r  to  David Humphreys, 12 May 1726, SCDAH.
100 Pascoe, Two Hundred Years. 1; 15-16.
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P a s to ra l  L e tte r  e n t i t le d  "To the  M asters and M istre sses  of Fam ilies in  

the  English P la n ta tio n s  abroad; E xhorting them to  encourage and pronote 

the  In s tru c t io n  o f t h e i r  Negroes in  th e  C h r is t ia n  f a i t h ."  In  the 

P a s to ra l L e t te r ,  he acknowledged and addressed  th e  problems c ite d  in  th e  

c le rg y 's  " l i s t "  o f  1713, and he r e l i e d  h eav ily  on the  owners' C h r is tia n  

consciences in  h is  f in a l  argum ents:

That th ese  th in g s  nay make th e  g re a te r  Im pression upon you, 
l e t  me beseech you to  c o n sid e r yourselves not only  as M asters, 
but a s  C h ris tia n  M asters, who stan d  ob liged  by your P ro fession  
to  do a l l  th a t  your S ta tio n  and Condition enable you to  do, 
towards breaking th e  Power of S a tan , and en la rg in g  the  Kingdom 
of C h r is t .  . . .  In  the  Next P lace , l e t  me beseech you to  con
s id e r  Then, not b are ly  a s  S la v es , and upon the  same Level w ith 
labouring  3 e a sts , bu t as Men-Slaves and Women-S laves , who have 
the same Frame and F a c u lt ie s  w ith  y o u rse lv es, and have Souls 
capable o f being made e te r n a l ly  happy, and Reason and 
Understanding to  rece iv e  In s t ru c t io n  in  o rd er to  [do] i t .

The Society  p r in te d  ten thousand co p ies  o f  th e  P a s to ra l  L e tte r  and d is 

tr ib u te d  them throughout th e  c o lo n ie s .

One of th e  most innovative  approaches to  s la v e  in s t ru c t io n  and one

th a t  was supported by many o th e r  m in is te r s  was proposed by th e  Rev. Mr.

3 rian  Hunt of S t .  Jo h n 's  P a r ish . He b e lieved  th a t  th e  only way to

ensure s la v e  in s t ru c t io n  was to  fo rc e  th e  owners to  accep t and ab e t i t .

Accordingly, he f e l t  th a t  the  S o ciety  should a sk  the  governor and the

governing body o f South C aro lina to  pass a  law th a t  req u ired  s lav e

owners who had a t  l e a s t  ten  s la v e s  " to  have one o f them taugh t to  read

the B ib le  and lea rn  the Catechism. . . . "  These in s tru c te d  s la v e s  would, 
102in  tu rn ,  teach  th e  r e s t .  U n fo rtu n a te ly , H u n t's  plan  and appeal came

101 Dalcho, 104-112.
102

3riar. Hunt, L e tte r  to  David Humphreys, 5 Nov. 1725, SCHS.
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to  no th in g , and by 1728 he re tu rn e d  to  England w ith h is  e n th u s ia st: gone,

h i s  s p i r i t  broken, and none o f  th e  f i f te e n  hundred Negro s la v e s  in  h is  
103p a ris h  in s tru c te d  o r b a p tiz e d . Along these l in e s ,  ano ther

m iss io n a ry , the Rev. Mr. A lexander Garden, even went so f a r  as to  con

s u l t  members of the Assembly abou t a  s im ila r  plan in v o lv in g  owners of 

e ig h ty  to  one hundred s la v e s .  He was to ld  " th a t  as  i t  would touch Men's

P ro p e r t ie s ,  they could pass no such law or ra th e r  would n o t dc i t ,  being
10Amost of rhea p a rt ie s  concerned . . . . "

Successes continued to  be sm all and sporadic u n t i l  th e  s la v e  

u p r is in g  o f 1739 renewed th e  p l a n t e r s ’ fea rs  o f the  b lack s  who, by th is  

tim e , v a s tly  outnumbered th e  w h ites  everywhere in  South C aro lin a  except 

C h arle s to n . As i t  happened, a  number o f blacks broke in to  a  warehouse 

near Stono River, k i l l in g  two men and taking guns and ammunition. They 

then  proceeded southwest (tow ard  S t .  Augustine where th e  S paniards 

o ffe re d  freedom to runaway b lack  s la v e s ) ,  k i l l in g  a l l  o f  th e  w hites in  

th e  houses in  th e i r  p a th . Governor 3 u ll  happened to  be r e tu rn in g  to  

C h arles to n  and saw them w ith o u t h im se lf being seen . F o r tu n a te ly  fo r the 

w h ites , many of them were g a th e re d  nearby a t  a P re sb y te ria n  church and 

were a b le  to  respond im m ediately to  B u l l ’s summons. Meanwhile, the  

b lack s  had co llec ted  a d d it io n a l  s la v e s  from the bouses t h a t  they  had 

a tta c k e d , but they stopped a f t e r  about twelve m iles to  c e le b ra te  w ith a 

l i t t l e  sin g in g , dancing, and c o n fisc a te d  rum. There, th e  m i l i t i a  caught 

up w ith them and q ue lled  th e  u p r is in g .  Even though the  danger was p as t,

B rian Hunt, L e tte r  t o  David Humphreys, 6 May 1728, SCHS.

SPCFP, Minutes 1740-1744, 19 Sep t. 1740, SCL.
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"A ll C aro lina  was s tru c k  with t e r r o r  and co n ste rn a tio n  by t h i s  in s u r re c 

tio n "  [ s p e l l in g  m odernized], and the  c o lo n is ts  determined to  take  s te p s  
lO 'iag a in s t an o th e r  a tte m p t. “

U ltim a te ly , the  c o lo n is ts ’ fe a r s  le d  th e a  to  push fo r th e  r e s t r i c 

tiv e  l e g i s la t io n  th a t  was passed in  174 0 .106 For the SPGF? m is s io n a r ie s  

and o th e rs  endeavoring to  in s t ru c t  b la c k s , th e  p ro h ib itio n  on s la v e  

education , s p e c i f ic a l ly  the  teaching o f read in g  and w ritin g , could have 

proven the  a o s t  daaaging to  th e i r  work. S tran g e ly  enough, though, the 

law d id no t seen  to  a f f e c t  the S o c ie ty ’s  e f f o r t s  in  the l e a s t ,  f o r  in  

th a t  same y ear Commissary Alexander Garden107 o u tlined  h is  plan fo r  a 

school fo r  Negroes in  C harleston .

Although some sc h o la rs  give Hugh Bryan, a  re lig io u s  f a n a t ic ,  c r e d i t  

fo r opening th e  f i r s t  school for Negroes in  C harleston in  1740, no e v i

dence was found to  support th a t a s s e r t i o n .10® The c re d it  fo r  the  f i r s t  

Negro school in  C harleston  belongs e n t i r e l y  to  th e  SPGFP.

Alexander Hewatt, An H is to r ic a l  Account of the R ise and P ro g ress  
of the  C olonies o f South Carolina and G eo rg ia . 2 v o ls. (1779; r e p r in t ,  
Spartanburg: R e p r in t, 1971), 1: 72-74.

10® South C aro lin a , S ta tu te s  a t  L arge . No. 670 (1740).

107 The Rev. Mr. Alexander Garden came to  South C arolina in  1719 
and served in  S t .  P h i l i p ’s  P arish . In  1726 he was made Commissary, 
re ta in in g  t h a t  t i t l e  and p osition  u n t i l  i l l  h e a lth  forced him to  re s ig n  
in  1749. (K lingberg  g iv es  th is  d a te  a s  1755.) He continued h is  p o s i
tio n s  a s  r e c to r  fo r  S t .  P h i l ip 's  and a s  a d m in is tra to r  fo r  the  Negro 
school u n t i l  he res ig n ed  those in  1755. He d ied  in  1756. He i s  n o t to  
be confused w ith  h is  nephew, the Rev. Mr. Alexander Garden, m issionary  
to S t .  Thomas’ P a rish  from 1744 to  1765, o r  h i s  son Alexander Garden, 
a  b o ta n is t  who s id ed  w ith England in  th e  R evolutionary War, o r h is  
grandson Alexander Garden, who remained lo y a l  to  the co lon ies during  
the war. (See K lingberg , A ppraisal. 103, 118.)

10® The s ta te m e n t, "Hugh Bryan, a  w ealthy  and deeply pious 
P resb y te rian , opened a school fo r Negroes in  C harleston in  1740,"
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The S o c ie ty 's  e f r o r t s  i t  organized Negro education  were, i ro n  the 

f i r s t ,  both s tru c tu re d  and well planned. As e a r ly  as 1704 a SPGF? 

school fo r  Negroes opened in  New York, but th e  circum stances in  South

appeared n ea rly  word-for-word in  se v e ra l  works; however, while cany 
f a c ts  came to  l i g h t  d u ring  subsequent re s e a rc h ,  none of then t ie d  3ryan 
to  Negro ed u ca tio n . 3 ryan , along w ith  h is  b ro th e rs  Jonathan and Joseph, 
l e f t  th e  Church o f England in  1740 ev er a d isp u te  about the treatm ent of 
a Rev. George W h ite fie ld . I t  was then  they  became P resb y te rian s , organ
iz in g  th e  Stony Creek Independent P re sb y te ria n  Church in  1742 w ith the 
a s s is ta n c e  of Stephen 3 u l l  (Redding). Bryan had been captured in  the 
Indian war of 1715 and was held fo r  about a y ea r (L iving C h r is t ia n i ty ) .
A co n serv a tiv e  d e s c r ip t io n  of him in  l a t e r  y e a rs  p ic tu red  nin a s  "a man 
f u l l  o f emotion [whose] . . . r e l ig io u s  f e e l in g  o f te n  led him in to  
rhapsodies" (R edd ing).

While he and h i s  b ro th e r Jonathan d id  f e e l  s tro n g ly  about saving 
the Negroes s p i r i t u a l ly  and preached to  th e n , o f te n  using p riv a te  homes 
as w ell as  J o n a th a n 's  barn fo r th e i r  m eetings (Redding), Hugh Bryan l e t  
h is  r e l ig io u s  z e a l  g e t  th e  b e tte r  o f him. A fte r  prophesying th a t  
"Charles Town and th e  Country as f a r r  a s  Ponpon 3 rid g e  should be 
destroyed by f i r e  and sword, to  be executed  by the  Negroes before the 
f i r s t  o f next Month [A p ril  1742]," he then  " l iv e d  fo r  several days in  
the  woods barefo o ted  and alone and w ith  h i s  pen and Ink to w rite  down 
h is  prophecies t i l l  a t  len g th  he went w ith  a  wan[d] to  divide th e  w aters 
and p red ic ted  he should d ie  th a t  n ig h t.  But upon fin d in g  both f a i l — 
the w ater continued  a s  i t  was, and h im se lf a  l iv in g  Instance of the 
f a l ic y  of h is  own p re d ic tio n s —was convinced he was not guided by the 
i n f a l ib le  s p i r r i t  b u t t h a t  of delusion  . . . "  (L ucas). The m atter was 
brought before  th e  Commons House e a r ly  in  March o f 1742 (E aste rly  and 
Green), and th e  Grand Ju ry  heard o f i t  l a t e r  th a t  same month (South- 
C arc lina  G a z e tte ) . The Grand Jury  noted  th a t  " g re a t  Bodies of Negroes 
have assembled to g e th e r"  in  defiance o f th e  law , and they recommended 
th a t  " e ff e c tu a l  and speedy Measures be tak en  to  p reven t and suppress the  
same," while e n jo in in g  "Hugh Bryan, Jona than  Bryan, William G ilb e r t, 
Robert Ogle and a l l  o th e r  Persons" from ag a in  "preaching  [ to  Negroes in ]  
p r iv a te  Houses” [ s p e l l in g  modernized] (S o u th -C aro lin a  G azette).

For a more com plete account o f Hugh Bryan, see  th e  following:
J .  H. E asterby and Ruth S . Green, e d s . ,  The C o lo n ia l Records of South 
C aro lin a , S e r ie s  I :  The Journal of th e  Commons House of .Assembly. 1736-
1750 (Columbia: South C aro lina H is to r ic a l  Commission, 1953), Commons 
Journal 1741-42 , 461-62; Alexander Garden, L e t te r  to  the  Bishop of 
London, 28 Jan . 1741; Living C h r is t ia n i ty  D e lin e a ted , in  the D iaries  and 
L e tte rs  of Two Em inently Pious Persons L a te ly  Deceased (London:
J .  Buckland, 1760); E liz a  Lucas, Memdam [memorandum o f a l e t t e r  to 
George Lucas], 11 Mar. 1741/2, SCHS, Pinckney P apers. Letterbook 40;
Mrs. J .  H. Redding, L ife  . . .  and . . .  Times . . . o f . . . Jonathan 
Brvan. 1708-1788 (Savannah: Morning News P r in t ,  1901); and South-C arolina 
G aze tte . 27 Mar. 1742.
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C arolina were f a r  d i f f e r e n t .  Garden ana lyzed  the  a t t i tu d e s  o f the

c o lo n is ts  in  South C aro lina  and re p o r te d  h is  recommendations fo r  the

nost e f f e c t iv e  method o f approaching b lac k  education  th e re . In  h is

l e t t e r  o f  May 6, 1740, as  reported  in  th e  S o c ie ty 's  M inutes, he gave h is

reasoning and c o n c lu s io n :

1 s t  T h is good work a u s t  n o t  be a tte a p te d  in  the g ro ss  o r  
in c lu s iv e  of th e  Whole 3ody o f  S laves o f so aany vario u s Ages, 
N ations and Languages, fo r  in  t h i s  view i t  always h as , and 
ever., w i l l  appear in su p e rab le . 3 u t,

2 I t  a u s t  commence and be c a r r ie d  on anong such of them
o n ly ,a s  a re  Home Born, and under th e  age of 10 y ea rs .

3~y N e ith e r w il l  the work th u s  l im ite d  even tu rn  o u t to  any 
to le r a b le  e f f e c t  in  the hands o f  th e  M asters and M is tre sses  of 
S la v es , much le s s  in  the  hands of any White Schoolm asters o r  
M is tre s se s  t h a t  may be se n t  from  England, or otherw ise employed 
in  i t .  And th e re fo re ,

4 ' H is conclusion  i s ,  t h a t  th e  above e ffe c tu a l  method o f  
proceed ing  in  th e  work a s  above l im ite d ,  must be by Negroes 
Schoolma s te r s  Home Born and e q u a lly  property  as e th e r  S la v es , 
but educated  fo r  th is  s e rv ic e ,  and employed in  i t  during  l i f e ,  
as  th e  o th e rs  a re  in  any o th e r  S e rv ices  whatsoever.

Garden a d d it io n a l ly  a n tic ip a te d  a s tro n g  p o s it iv e  response on th e  p a r t

of the  colon? s t s  and f e l t  th a t  the  sch o o l could even tua lly  be run

"wholly on th e  b o tto a  o f  c h a ri ty .

To begin th e  sc h o o l, he asked th a t  th e  S oc iety  au th o rize  th e  pur

chase o f  "3 , 4 , o r  5 [Negro boys] more o r  l e s s  n o t under the  age o f 12, 

nor exceeding th a t  o f 16 y ea rs” who would be tau g h t over the span o f two 

y ears . At th e  end o f t h a t  time, Garden b e lie v e d , the boys would be 

ready to  a c t  a s  sc h o o lm aste rs . The e v e n tu a l outcome of t h i s  v e n tu re . 

Garden m ain tain ed , would be th a t

. . . b u t fo r  th e  space o f 20 y e a rs ,  th e  knowledge o f th e  
Gospel among those  o ther s la v e s  o f such Colony in  G eneral,

109 SPGFP, M inutes 1740-1744, 19 S e p t .  1740, SCL.
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excepting  those newly in p o rte d , would n o t be much in fe r io r  to  
th a t  of the  lowest s o r t  of w hite p eop le . S e rv an ts  & Day 
Labourers (^g p ec ia lly  in  the  coun try ) e i t h e r  in  England or 
e lsew here.

In  l e s s  than  a nonth the  committee appoin ted  to  look  in to  Garden's 

proposal rep o rted  i t s  f in d in g s  to  the S o c ie ty . The S o c ie ty  as a whole 

then "Agreed [w ith ] the  opinion o f the  Committee . . . th a t  so nuch 

Encouragement be given to  M* Connissary Gardens' P ro p o sa l, as to  inpower

h ia , to g e th e r w ith M* Hassel and M1- Guy . . .  to  buy two male Negro

C hildren . . ."  [sp e llin g  m odernized].***

Finding th a t  h is  proposal fo r  the use o f th e  Negro schoo lteachers 

had not been c le a r ly  understood, Garden c la r i f i e d  and en larged  upon h is  

plan:

1 would propose th a t  one of them be appo in ted  a School Master 
fo r th e  In s tru c t io n  of the Negro o r S lave C h ild ren  of 
Charlestown, under the  Care & In sp e c tio n  o f m yself & two more
such P ersons. . . . Tne o th er S lave to  be employed in  l ik e
Manner in  one o r o th er of the  b e s t S e ttle d  Country Parishes 
under th e  Care & In sp ec tio n  o f the  M issionary & two o ther 
proper Persons who w il l  provide a ls o  th a t  a  School house be 
e rec ted  in  such p lace , as  the  g r e a te s t  number o f  ch ild ren  fo r
2 m iles round may a tte n d . And so on in  t h i s  Method, as the 
S ociety  may in crease  t h e i r  Number o f  such Schoolm asters t i l l  
the S everal P a rish es  be a l l  su p p lie d .

A fter rece iv in g  perm ission to  proceed w ith  h i s  p lan  and to  purchase 

two s la v e s , Garden then began to  search  fo r  boys t h a t  were s u ita b le ,  

f in a l ly  purchasing Andrew and Harry from W illiam C a t te i l  fo r  366 pounds

112 Alexander Garden, L e tte r  to  P h ilip  B e a rc ro f t,  20 Mav 1741,
SCDAH.

113 W illiam C a t te i l ,  B i l l  o f S a le , 4 Apr. 1742, SCDAH.
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Garden had bought the  boys,

. . . the  one named Harry o f 14, and the  o ther Andrew o f 15 
Years o f Age, who had both been B aptized  in  th e i r  Infancy , and 
could say th e  Church Catechism but knew not a L e tte r  o f  the 
A lphabet, and th a t  they  have been ev e r s in ce  under h i s  Roof* 
and go d a ily  to  School, and s h a l l  con tinue  to  do so t i l l  qual
i f i e d  fo r  th e i r  in tended  S e rv ic e , w nic^.he doubts not but they
w il l  be in  18 o r 20 Months tim e. . . .*

And by th e  f a l l  Garden informed th e  S o c ie ty : "One of the s^ 3oys

[Harry] proves of an e x c e lle n t  Genius, & can now . . . read the  S. 

Testament exceeding w e ll. In  s ix  Months more he w il l  be th ro ly  q u a li

f ie d .  . . .  As to  the  o th e r  3oy [Andrew], he i s  of a somewhat slower 

Genius. . . .‘,115
Enough p rogress had been made by Harry t h a t  by January 1743, Garden 

was prompted to  w r i te .  "The Negro school succeeds to  ny h a r t 's  d e s ire

. . . Accordingly, he placed an ad v ertisem en t in  th e  South-

C aro lina  G azette  to  inform  th e  pu b lic  o f th e  school in  C harleston  and to  

s o l i c i t  c o n tr ib u tio n s  toward the  b u ild in g  o f a  schoolhouse. In  the  

ad v e rtisem en t, he summarized the  undertak ing  and announced th a t  " . . .  

a l l  th e  Negro and Ind ian  C h ild ren  o f t h i s  P a r ish  may be sen t fo r  educa

t io n ,  w ithou t any Charge to  t h e i r  M asters o r Owners" [sp e llin g  modern

iz e d ] ,  He fu r th e r  expressed "hope th a t  th e  In h a b ita n ts  th e re o f  w il l  

v o lu n ta r ily  c o n tr ib u te  . . . fo r  b u ild in g  a . . . School-House . . .

114 SPGFP, Minutes 1740-1744, 16 Ju ly  1742, SCL.

Alexander Garden, L e t te r  to  P h ilip  B e a rc ro f t, 24 Sep t. 1742,
SCDAH.

116 Alexander Garden, L e t te r  to  P h i lip  B ea rc ro f t, 31 Ja n . 1743, 
SCDAH.
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which [would be b u i l t ]  on a co rner P iece o f th e  Glebe Land near the  

Parsonage" [ s p e llin g  m odernized].117
The school duly opened on September 12, 1743, b u t the schoolhouse 

was not f in is h e d  u n t i l  the next month. At t h a t  tim e, Garden gave a 

s ta tu s  r e p o r t :

The N° i s  a lread y  (a  M onth's tim e) in c re a se d  to  About 30, & i s  
d a ily  in c re a sin g , so a s  I  soon ex p ect more than one Master can 
w ell manage. And th e re fo re  a s  th e  o th e r  youth . . .  i s  not 
y e t s u f f ic ie n t ly  q u a li f ie d  to  teach  by h im se lf , I  s h a ll  employ 
him as  an A ss is ta n t in  th is  School f o r  h is  Improvement, & t i l l  
some o th er P arish  s h a l l  provide p ro p er Accommodations fo r  him.

In the same l e t t e r ,  he p red ic ted  th a t  "A fter  th e  f i r s t  two y ears, the

School w i l l  an n u a lly  tu rn  out 30 or 40 young o n e s . . .

At th e  S o c ie ty 's  annual m eeting in  London in  1744, the S ec re ta ry ,

the Rev. Mr. P h i lip  B ea rc ro f t, addressed  th e  group and praised  the

e f f o r ts  o f  th e  South C aro lin ian s  because they  "have b u i l t  and endowed

many Churches, w ith  Glebes Manses and S a la r ie s  f o r  th e  Incumbents. . . . "

F u r th e r , he commended Garden and reported  t h a t  "Upwards of 60 c h ild ren "

were e n ro lled  in  th e  Negro sch o o l, "18 o f whom rea d  in  the Testament,

w e ll; 20 in  th e  P s a l t e r ,  and th e  r e s t  were in  th e  Spelling-Book.

Back in  C h arles to n , however, Andrew was s t i l l  n o t liv in g  up to

e x p e c ta tio n s . F in a lly  accep ting  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Andrew would never be

a b le  to  tea c h  by h im se lf , Garden wrote to  th e  S o c ie ty , asking perm ission

117 Sou th -C aro lina  G aze tte . 14 Mar. 1743 , 21 Mar. 1743, 28 Mar.
1743, 4 Apr. 1743, 11 Apr. 1743, 18 Apr. 1743.

Alexander Garden, L e t te r  to  P h i lip  B e a rc ro f t,  10 Oct. 1743,
SCDAH.

11<? Dalcho, 156-57.
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to  s e l l  h in  and to  purchase another p o t e n t ia l  sc h o o lte ac h e r.12^ In  

s p i te  o f  th e  problem s with Andrew, though, th e  school continued to  do 

w e ll, e n ab lin g  Garden to  rep o rt, "The sch o o l s t i l l  continues o f upwards 

of 60 c h ild re n ,  & 5 o r 6 have been a lre a d y  d isch a rg ed , as s u f f ic ie n t ly
I 'M

in s t ru c te d .

By 1746, th e  s ta t e  of Garden’s h e a lth  had declined  to  th e  p o in t 

where he f e l t  t h a t  a  t r i p  to  England would h e lp .  A rriving th e re  on th e  

24th o f June, he  gave a f irs t-h a n d  account o f  th e  school to th e  S o c ie ty . 

He rep o rted  t h a t  th e re  were f i f ty - f iv e  c h ild re n  en ro lled  in  th e  day 

c la s s e s  and f i f t e e n  a d u lts  taught in  th e  ev en in g . The accomplishments 

of the  school induced h in  to  reconaend t h a t  th e  S ociety  expand i t s  edu

c a tio n a l  e f f o r t s  a long s ia i l a r  l in e s  in  o th e r  m ission  f ie ld s .  F ee ling  

b e tte r  (no doubt n e n ta l ly  as well as p h y s ic a l ly ) ,  he returned  to  South 

C aro lin a , a r r iv in g  in  th e  f a l l 1*'4' and th e re  found a l e t t e r  fro n  

B ea rcro ft aw a itin g  h in . In the l e t t e r ,  B e a rc ro f t  wrote on b eh alf o f  th e  

S oc iety  t h a t  "The success of the  Negroe School i s  nost 

a c ce p ta b le . . . . ”^23

The sch o o l continued  to  f lo u r is h .  In  h i s  re p o r ts  of 1747, Garden 

c i te d  fo r ty  c h ild re n  who had su c ce ss fu lly  f in is h e d  and who had been

^  A lexander Garden, L e tte r to  P h i l ip  B e a rc ro f t,  18 Oct. 1744, 
K lingberg , A p p ra isa l . 114-15.

121 A lexander Garden, L e tte r to  P h i lip  B e a rc ro f t,  23 Apr. 1745,
SCDAH.

122 D alcho, 159-
123 P h i l ip  B e a rc ro f t, L e tte r  to  A lexander Garden, 2 Ju ly  1746,

SCDAH.
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124discharged w ith in  th e  two previous y e a rs ; d u ring  1748 f if te e n  aore  

f in ish ed , w ith  ”5 o r 6 nore . . .  on th e  p o in t  o f being discharged as 

equally  q u a l i f i e d ; and in  1750 Garden rec o rd e d , ”1 have only to  add 

th a t  the  SocyS degree School a t  ChaS Town c o n tin u e s  to  go on w ith a l l  

d es ira b le  S uccess, and l a s t  Year d isc h a rg ’ d ab o u t 17 Scholars, duly 

q u a lif ie d  as p ro p o s 'd ." * 2^

1750-1800

While the  f i r s t  f i f t y  years of th e  e ig h te e n th  century  were notab le  

for th e  g radua l in c re a se  in  the e f f o r ts  fo r  Negro education in  c o a s ta l  

South C aro lin a , th e  second h a lf  of the  ce n tu ry  saw those gains fade 

a f te r  the  S o c iety  c lo se d  i t s  C harleston  sc h o o l.  The end of the school 

did not come ab o u t im m ediately, though, and many more blacks rece ived  

th e ir  b as ic  ed u catio n  tn e re  before th e  c lo s in g .

Even though Garden had resigned  a s  Commissary in  1749,^27 he con

tinued as r e c to r  o f  S t .  P h i l i p 's  P a r ish  and a s  th e  ad m in istra to r  o f the 

Charleston sc h o o l. D esp ite  the se tback  s u f f e r e d  from the lack  of 

r e s u l ts  f ro o  Andrew, Garden was en joying  th e  su ccess  of the school in  

1750. Although th e  S o c ie ty  had g ranted  p e rm iss io n  fo r  Andrew's s a le  and 

the purchase o f a n o th e r  s lav e  in  1745, i t  was n o t u n t i l  1750 th a t  Andrew 

was a c tu a l ly  s o ld .  The delay was caused by an in ju ry  Andrew, su s ta in ed

124 Dalcho, 161.

^2^ Alexander Garden, L e tte r  to  P h i lip  B e a rc ro f t,  22 Nov. 1748, 
SCDAH.

*2^ Alexander Garden, L e tte r  to  P h ilip  B e a rc ro f t,  9 Sept. 1750, 
SCDAH.

127 Dalcho, 162.
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and by G arden 's concern  th a t  he be in  good h e a lth  b efo re  being so ld . 3y 

September of th a t  y e a r ,  however, the b ru ise  was gone and so was 

Andrew.128
Throughout th e  n ex t year th e  school p ro sp ered , as Garden noted in

h is  l e t t e r s  o f  February :

I  s in c e r e ly  wish th a t  the  S o c ie ty  were eyew itnesses o f th e  
Success o f t h e i r  negro-School in  Charlestow n. & how s e r 
v iceab le  i t  proves fo r  spreading  the  S ig h t o f the  Blessed 
G ospel^^ong th o se  poor hea thens, & how nuch they r e jo ic e  on

and November: "The S o c ie ty 's  negro school c o n tin u es  to  go on w ith  a l l
130

d e s ire ab le  su ccess , w ith twenty c h ild re n  th a t  year com pleting th e i r

s tu d ie s  and being d isc h a rg ed.121
Garden was a b le  to  meet most d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith th e  same calmness

th a t  was c h a ra c te r iz e d  by h is  r e c i t a l  o f th e  e f f e c ts  of a d ev asta tin g

h u rrican e  th a t  h i t  C h arle s to n  in  1752. In  a  p o st s c r ip t  to  a l e t t e r ,  he

m entioned, alm ost a s  an a fte rth o u g h t,  "About a Month a f t e r  the  l a t e

H urricane, which d e s tro y ?  th e  Negro School House, I  had an o th er ready

p rep a r 'd  fo r  th a t  S e rv ic e ;  & the  sa id  School goes on w ith  the  usu a l 
ft 132su ccess . One th in g  th a t  he could no t overcome, however, was h is  

d ec lin in g  h e a lth .  The s t a t e  of h is  h e a lth  worsened to  such an e x ten t

128 Alexander Garden, L e tte r  to  P h ilip  B e a rc ro f t,  9 S ep t. 1750,
SCDAH.

129 Alexander Garden, L e tte r  to  P h ilip  B e a rc ro f t, 4 Feb. 1750/1,
SCDAH.

130 Alexander Garden, L e tte r  to  P h ilip  B e a rc ro f t,  20 Nov. 1751,
SCDAH.

Dalcho, 164.

132 Alexander Garden, L e tte r  to  P h ilip  3 e a rc r o f t ,  29 Dec. 1752,
SCDAH.
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th a t  by 1755, he f e l t  coape l i e d  to  r e s ig n  h is  d u tie s  as p as to r of S t.

P h i l ip 's  as w ell as th o se  a s  a d m in is tra to r  of the  sch o o l.i33
G arden's p lace  a t  S t .  P h i l i p 's  and a t  the  school was f i l l e d  by the

Rev. Mr. Richard C larke, who noted  th a t  th e  school had n ea rly  seventy

ch ild ren  (both male and fe n a le )  e n ro lle d  when he took o v e r .13^ In  1757,
135he reported  the  co n tinu ing  su ccess  of th e  school, but C la rk e 's  tenure  

did not l a s t  long enough fo r  h in  to  tak e  the same all-encom passing  

in te r e s t  in  the  schoo l as had Garden. A fte r  only fo u r y e a rs ' s e rv ic e , 

C larke res ig n ed , and h is  p o s i t io n  was f i l l e d  by h is  a s s i s ta n t ,  the  Rev. 

Mr. Robert Smith.136
Smith "examined th e  p ro fic ie n c y  o f th e  ch ild ren  tw ice a week, and 

the  School was deemed a f lo u r is h in g  and u se fu l i n s t i t u t io n "137 u n t i l  

1764 when i t  was c lo se d . S ev e ra l c ircum stances probably led  to  the  

c lo s in g , inclu d in g  th e  r e s ig n a tio n  and death  of i t s  mentor (Garden), the  

death o f Harry in  1764, th e  f a i l u r e  on anyone 's p a rt  to  c a rry  out the 

r e s t  of Garden's plan by p urchasing  an o th e r te a c h e r-s la v e , and the  

S o c ie ty 's  gradual w ithdraw al from f in a n c ia l  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the  m ission 

f ie ld  in  th e  American c o lo n ie s . As fo r  th e  l a t t e r ,  the  S ociety  withdrew 

i t s  a s s is ta n c e  from th e  p a ris h e s  a s  th ey  began to  be supported by 

c o lo n ia l funds. By 1763, a l l  b u t fo u r m iss io n a rie s  in  South C arolina

133 Dalcho, 165-66.
134 K lingberg, A p p ra isa l. 119.

135 Dalcho, 178.

136 K lingberg, A p p ra isa l, 120.

137 Dalcho, 193.
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138received  su p p o rt f ro n  o th er so u rces , and by the  tin e  of th e  American 

Revolution th e  S o c ie ty  supported only one m issionary .*"^  In  1785 the 

Society  w ithdrew  e n t i r e ly  fro a  the  m ission  f ie ld  in  the United S t a te s .*40 
3y 1765, to o , th e  c o lo n is ts  found th a t  o th e r  concerns had begun to  

occupy t h e i r  th o u g h ts . R e la tions w ith  England were becoming s tr a in e d  

and the  seeds o f  r e v o l t  were beginning to  tak e  shape:

The Stanp duty begins to  sak e  a  n o ise  in Town [C harleston]
. . . .  Our Stamp o f f ic e r  i s  j u s t  a rr iv e d ;  a day or two before
h is  a r r i v a l  they burn t h in  and lo rd  3ute  in e ff ig y  w ith  g rea t 
parad e , a s  soon as the  v e s se l appeared which he was on board 
o f .  The nob assembled to  r e c e iv e  h in  and would I  suppose have 
to rn  h i s  in  p ieces but he was so w ise a s  to d e c la re  he would 
n o t a c t  in  th a t  o f f ic e  t i l l  h i s  M a jes ty 's  fu rth e r  p lea su re  was 
known. The nob soon changed t h e i r  th re a ts  and nenaces in to  
sh o u ts  o f Joy and conducted h in  to  h i s  house w ith loud  a c c la 
m ations, o f  applause amid th e  mingled Concert of Drums, B e lls  
&c. Sc.

With th e  war an a c tu a l i ty  and economic tra d e  with England suspended, 

th ere  was "a  g re a te r  Demand fo r  men th an  fo r  R ice ju s t  now in  C harles

Town. . . . [and] they  press every Negro th a t  they  meet in  th e  S t r e e t s

by Day L ig h t in  o rd er to  work upon an A d d itio n a l 3 a tte ry . . .

1 TO
K lingberg , A ppra isa l. S9.

139 K lingberg , C aro lina C hron icle . 170.

Pascoe, Two Hundred Y ears. 1: 79.

141 R ichd [R ichard] Hutson, L e tte r  to  J o e l  Benedict, 30 O ct. 1765, 
Univ. of North C aro lin a  a t  Chapel H i l l  Southern  H is to r ica l C o lle c t io n , 
Charles Woodward Hutson Papers No. 362.

*4^ Richd [R ichard] Hutson, L e tte r  to  Thomas Hutson, 7 June 1776, 
Univ. o f North C aro lin a  a t  Chapel H i l l  Southern H is to r ica l C o lle c t io n , 
C harles Woodward Hutson Papers No. 362.
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A d d itio n a lly , th e  la c k  o f m arkets fo r  products caused a  f in a n c ia l
143depression th a t  l a s t e d  throughout the  war.

Nothing l a s t s  fo re v e r ,  however, and by 1777 th e  w h ite  re s id e n ts  of

South Carolina had cause to  r e jo ic e  and to  b e liev e  t h a t  l i f e  would soon

re tu rn  to norm al. As a r e s id e n t  o f Charleston w ro te, "Our f i r s t  Parents

could not have q u i t t e d  P arad ise  w ith more re lu c ta n c e  than  th e  Tories do

C a ro lin a 's  happy sh o re s . . . .  Rice i s  down to  55/ a g a in , but I  think i t  
144w il l  scon be up a g a in .

The war ended, p ro sp e r ity  re tu rn ed , and people ag a in  concerned 

th ease lv es  w ith th e  o rd in a ry  ro u tin e  of th e ir  l iv e s .  3y 1790 l i f e  along 

th e  South C aro lin a  c o a s t  had s ta b i l i z e d  enough to  perm it th e  f i r s t  com

prehensive census and th e  e s ta b iis h n e n t  o f the Brown Fellow ship  Society, 

a benevolent s o c ie ty  f c r  f re e  (a a le )  persons o f c o lo r ,  organized  as the 

b ra in c h ild  o f th e  Rev. Mr. Thomas F ro s t,  m in iste r  o f  S t .  P h i l i p 's  Church 

in  C harleston .

The p o s it io n  o f  the  b lacks in  C harleston was a l i t t l e  d if fe re n t  

from th a t o f  t h e i r  p la n ta tio n  c o u n te rp a rts . Although abuse by slave 

owners was s t i l l  a  problem , many s la v e s  enjoyed a g r e a te r  measure of 

freedom because C h arle s to n  i t s e l f  was a  f a i r ly  l i b e r a l  c i t y .  Of the 

107,860 people l iv in g  in  the  th re e  c o a s ta l  d i s t r i c t s  in  1790, 78,000 of

143
U lrich  3 o n n e ll P h i l l ip s ,  The Slave Labor Problem in  th e  

Charleston D i s t r i c t  ( n .d . ;  r e p r in t ,  Boston: Ginn, 1907), 425.

Richd [R ichard ] Hutson, L e tte r  to  Issa c  Havne, 22 Mar. 1777, 
Univ. of North C aro lin a  Chapel H il l  Southern H is to r ic a l  C o lle c tio n , 
C harles Woodward Hutson Papers No. 362.

145
C. W. B i r a ie ,  "Education o f the  Negro in  C h a rle s to n , South 

C aro lina, P r io r  to  th e  C iv il  W ar," Jo u rn a l of Nesro H is to rv  12 (Jan . 
1927): 15. -----------------
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them were s la v e s ,  and 1,216 were in  th e  c a te g o ry  "A ll o ther f re e  p e r

sons" th a t  was composed a a in ly  o f f re e  b la c k s .  The combined p a rish e s  o f 

S t. P h i l i p 's  and S t .  M ichae l's  th a t  c o n s t i tu te d  th e  c i ty  of C h arles to n  

were the s m a lle s t  by f a r  of a l l  th e  p a r is h e s  in  lan d  mass; however, they  

surpassed  th e  r e s t  in  th e  number o f " o th e r  f r e e  persons" and t o t a l  popu

la t io n ,  and th ey  were second only to  S t .  Bartholom ew 's (the  l a r g e s t  
146p a rish ) in  th e  number o f  s lav es . In o rd e r  to  manage 586 " o th e r  f re e  

persons" and 7,684 s la v e s ,  the people of C h a r le s to n  had to allow  some 

give and tak e  to  o ccu r. The group to  d e r iv e  th e  most b en e fit from th e  

w hite C h a r le s to n ia n s ’ a t t i tu d e  was th a t  o f  th e  f re e  persons o f c o lo r .

Organized in  1790 a s  the c i t y 's  f i r s t  non-w hite  benevolent s o c ie ty ,  

the  Brown F ellow ship  S o c iety  "was formed by 'f r e e  brown men who were 

n a tiv e s  o f C h arles to n  . . .  to  promote th e  w e lfa re  and happiness o f  one
147

an o th e r. According to  the s o c ie ty 's  r u l e s ,  th e re  could not be more

than  f i f t y  o r l e s s  th an  f iv e  members a t  any g iven  tim e, a l l  o f  whom had

to  be a t  l e a s t  tw enty-one years o f  ag e.148 A lthough the so c ie ty  began

149as a  mutual b e n e f i t  b u r ia l  a s so c ia tio n "  w ith  th e  motto " 'C h a r ity  and 

B enevolence,' th e  s o c ie ty  educated c h ild re n ,  supported  orphans, helped

146 U .S ., Bureau o f  the  Census, Heads o f F am ilie s  a t  the  F i r s t  
Census o f th e  United S ta te s  Taken in  the  Year 1790 (Washington: G?0, 
1908), 9.

147 Robert P. S to ck to n , "Black 3 en ev o len t S o c ie ty  Minutes Go to  
C o lleg e ,"  The fC h arle s to n ! Sews and C o u rie r . 15 Bee. 1972: A8.

^  Brown Fellow ship  (Century) F i le ,  U n t i t le d  TS rep o rt, SCHS.

S tock ton , A8.
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widows and the  needy, and showed o th e r  k i n d n e s s e s . A s  th e  o ld cen

tury  turned  in to  th e  new, i t  began to  seen as i f  change fo r  th e  b e tte r  

would be in  s to r e ,  a t  l e a s t  fo r  C h a r le s to n 's  f re e  persons o f  c o lo r .

150 Srown Fellow ship (Century) F i le ,  U n title d  TS r e p o r t ,  SCHS.
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CHAPTER 4

E ducationa l E f fo r ts  of the N in e teen th  Century 

1800-1850

For th e  w hite in h a b ita n ts  o f  co asta l South C a ro lin a , the new cen

tu ry  brought w ith  i t  a f e e l in g  o f w ell-being  b o rd erin g  on complacency. 

The war w ith  England was f a r  enough in  th e  p a s t  f o r  th e  re s id e n ts  to 

minimize th e  so rd id  p o r tio n s  and to  reaenber o n ly  th o se  p a rts  fro n  which 

p a t r i o t i c  songs and legends a re  aade. Trade and r e la t io n s  with the r e s t  

of th e  world had long been resumed; r ic e  was doing w e l l,  and th e  market 

fo r  s h o r t - s ta p le  c o tto n  c re a ted  by W hitney's in v e n tio n  was o f fs e t  for 

th e  p la n te r s  of sea  is la n d  ( lo n g -s ta p le )  c o tto n  by th e  increase  in  the 

denand fo r  (and th u s  th e  value o f)  black s l a v e s .* ^  The slave trad e , 

c lo sed  s in c e  1792, was reopened, and nearly  40 ,000 b lack s  were processed 

through C h a rle s to n ’ s s la v e  m arkets by 1S07. Many o f  those  slav es  found 

them selves taken to  th e  o u tly in g  r ic e  p la n ta tio n s  where they "formed a 

s ig n i f ic a n t  percen tage  of th e  tidew ater lab o r  f o r c s . " * ^

The b lacks th u s  s i tu a te d  had l i t t l e  tim e in  t h e i r  l iv e s  fo r  lux

u r ie s  l i k e  ed u ca tio n . T h e irs  vas a world of work and work only:

The horn i s  blown soon a f te r  th e  dawn o f  th e  day, when a l l  the  
hands d e s tin e d  fo r  th e  f ie ld  must be 'on  th e  m arch.' I f  the 
f i e ld  i s  f a r  fro n  th e i r  h u ts, th ey  ta k e  t h e i r  b reak fast with 
them. They t o i l  t i l l  about ten  o 'c lo c k ,  when they e a t  i t .

P h i l l ip s ,  S lave Labor. 426.

F re eh lin g , 11.
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They then co n tin u e  th e i r  t o i l  t i l l  th e  sun i s  s e t . ^

Though a few s lav es  ta u g h t themselves to  rea d , t h i s  was a ra re  occur

ren c e , and when i t  d id  happen, i t  was alm ost alw ays th e  accomplishment 

o f  a "house" s la v e , one who was exposed to  the  ow ner's  f a a i ly  to  a larg e  

e x te n t .  While "The few s la v e s  who learned to  read  gained i m easurable  

s ta tu s  in  the q u a r te rs  because they had a s e c r e t  m irro r on the outside

world and could keep th e  o th e rs  informed o f ev en ts  which were tra n s -  
154p ir in g  th e re ,"  the  1740 law discouraged a l l  bu t "A Few w ell-disposed 

w hite  young persons . . - [who] ventured to  teach  th en , but they dare[d] 

n o t l e t  i t  be known. . .

The free  persons o f  c o lo r ,  however, banded to g e th e r  as never before 

to  provide mutual su p p o rt and educational o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r  th e i r  ch ild 

re n . The Brown F ellow ship  Society  continued to  p ro sp e r , purchasing a 

l o t  in  1803 .from th e  C o lleg e  o f Charleston and e re c t in g  a build ing  on i t  

i n  1 8 0 4 .^  Many o th e r  s o c ie t ie s  were formed abou t which l i t t l e  i s  

known but the names: The Humane and Friend ly  S o c ie ty , es tab lish ed  in

1S02 and composed o f " f r e e  brown m en";*^ th e  F r ie n d ly  Union Society,

^  Theodore D. Weld, e d . ,  "N arrative and Testimony of Rev. Francis 
Hawley," American S lav ery  a s  I t  I s :  Testimony o f  a Thousand Witnesses
(New York: American A n ti-S la v e ry  Society , 1839), 95.

154 John W. B iassingam e, The Slave Community: P la n ta tio n  L ife  in
th e  Antebellum South, 2nd ed . (New York: Oxford Univ. P re ss , 1979), 312.

N arrative o f th e  L ife  of Moses Grandv. L a te  a Slave in the 
U nited S ta tes  of America (Boston: O liver Johnson, 1844), 36; rep rin ted  
in  Five Slave N a r ra t iv e s :  A Compendium, ed . W illiam  Loren Katz (New
York: Amo P ress and The New York Times, 1968), 36.

^  Stockton, A8.

William C. N e ll,  The Colored P a t r io ts  o f  th e  American 
Revolution (1855; r e p r i n t ,  New York: Arno P ress  and The New York Times, 
1963), 246.
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e s ta b lis h e d  in  1S13; the B ro th erly  S o c ie ty , e s ta b lish e d  sometime a f t e r  

1813; and th e  Unity and F riendsh ip  S o c ie ty , e s ta b lish e d  s o n e tia e  a f t e r  

1813.158

One o f th e  s o c ie t ie s  o f  the  t in e  t h a t  was dedicated e n t i r e ly  to  the

education  o f  "orphan or in d ig en t co lo red  ch ild ren "  and to  th e  p ro v is io n

" fo r  t h e i r  necessa ry  wants" was th e  M inors’ M oralist S o c ie ty , begun in  
1591803 by seven f re e  colored ae n ."  More i s  known about th e  M inors’

M o ra lis t S o c ie ty  than about a o s t o f th e  o th e r s o c ie t ie s  due to  th e  l a t e r

a c co a p lish a e n ts  o f one of i t s  p u p ils ,  th e  Rev. Dr. Daniel A. Payne.

In  h is  au tob iography , Payne devoted s e v e ra l  pages to  the  S o c ie ty  and to

h is  ed u c a tio n a l experiences a s  a  s tu d e n t .  The S ociety , he w ro te .

c o n s is te d  of f i f t y  aen b ers , who co n trib u ted  f iv e  d o l la r s  each 
a t  f i r s t ,  and paid th e r e a f te r  th e  nonthly sun o f tw e n ty -f iv e  
c e n ts  each . As many as s ix .  c h ild re n  were a t  one t in e  r e c e iv 
ing  i t s  care  and a t t e n t io n .  1

E n te rin g  th e  school a t  about e ig h t  y ea rs  of age (1819), Payne

s tu d ied  th e re  fo r  two y e a rs . A fter  lea v in g  the  S o c iety ’s sc h o o l, he

was in s t r u c te d  by Thomas S. Bonneau, whom he described  as  " th e  most

r e p r in t ,  New York: Arno P ress and The New York Times, 1968), 14-

A fte r  h is  teaching ex p erien ces  in  C harleston , Payne s tu d ie d  a t
th e  L utheran T heological Seminary in  G e ttysburg , PA. Jo in in g  th e
A frican  M ethodist Episcopal Church in  1841, he was e le c ted  a  b ishop in
1852. When he was chosen to  be th e  f i r s t  p res id e n t of W ilber fo rc e
U n iv e rs ity , he became the f i r s t  b lack  c o lle g e  p res id en t in  th e  United 
S ta te s .  He rece iv ed  the LL.D. degree from Lincoln U n iv e rs ity  in
1880 and th e  D.D. from W ilberforce ( a f t e r  h i s  th ir te e n -y e a r  te n u re  as
p re s id e n t) .  In  1881 he became the  f i r s t  b lack  to  p reside  o ver th e  
U niversal M ethodist family a t  the  Ecumenical conference in  London, 
England. For a  b r ie f  but f a i r l y  comprehensive biography, se e  W illiam  J .  
Simmons, Men o f Mark: Eminent. P ro g ress iv e  and R ising .
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popular school-m aster in  the  c i t y ,"  fo r the  nex t th r e e  y ears- During

those fiv e  y ea rs , he

learned  to  s p e l l ,  rea d , and w r ite ,  and "c ip h e r"  a s  f a r  as the 
"Rule o f  T h ree ."  The c h ie f  books used f o r  read in g  were nono
graphs o f th e  h i s to r ie s  o f Greece, Rose, and England; while 
the  ' ’Columbian O^g^or" was the  book used f o r  tra in in g  in  the 
a r t  of speak ing .

As fo r "geography and m ap-drawing, English grammar and com position," 

Payne continued, " I  knew n o th in g , because they  were n o t taugh t in  any of 

th e  colored sch o o ls."1̂3 A fter  about a year w ith a  shoe merchant, four 

and a h a lf  years as  a  c a rp e n te r ,  and nine months a s  a t a i l o r ,  Payne 

jo in ed  the ranks o f th e  c i t y 's  p r iv a te  te a c h e rs.*̂ 4
At th a t  t in e  and u n t i l  th e  C iv il  War, th e re  were many p riv a te  

teacn e rs  in  C harleston  who tau g h t the  ch ild ren  o f f r e e  persons of co lor 

and occasionally  s la v e s  whose m asters wanted them to  handle c e rta in  

business m atters fo r  them . (The 1710 law was s t i l l  in  e f f e c t  but was 

n o t enforced v igorously  in  th e  c i t y . )  3y 1820 th e re  were over three 

thousand f re e  persons o f  c o lo r  l iv in g  and working in  C h arle s to n , and by 

1830 th a t  number n e a rly  doubled . They worked a s  c o n tra c to rs ,  merchants, 

c o a l and wood d e a le rs ,  and a r t i s a n s ;  and some o f them became extremely 

wealthy men, worth from $15,000 to  $125,000.

Among the  teach e rs  who kep t p r iv a te  schools f o r  b lack  ch ild ren  were 

th o se  whose names have been lo s t ;  o th ers  l e f t  no th in g  behind but th e ir  

names and sometimes th e  lo c a t io n  of th e i r  sc h o o ls : Mr. Munns (o r Munz);

Simeon Beard, Wall S t r e e t ;  Edward Beard, Coming S t r e e t  near Duncan

162 I b id . ,  15. 163 I b id . ,  21.

164 I b id . ,  15. 165B im ie .
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S tre e t ;  W illiam  F e e re t te ,  Market S t r e e t ;  Mr. Mood, Beaufain s t r e e t ;  Mr. 

Seymour, George S t r e e t ;  Fannie 3onneau, Coning S t re e t ;  Amelia B a rn e tt,  

Mary S tre e t ;  and Henry F ro s t, Magazine S t r e e t .  O ccasionally , an a d d i

t io n a l  odd f a c t  o r two was l e f t  behind: Andrew M il le r 's  school was

e s ta b lish e d  abou t 1830; Mr. W allace was a  w hite nan whose school was on 

3eaufa in  S t r e e t ;  Mary W itze ll was a w hite  wocan who kept a  school on 

Anson S tr e e t ;  Mr. Kegney, whose school was a t  th e  corner o f  R a d c lif fe  

and S t .  P h i l ip  S t r e e t s ,  was a w hite Roman C a th o lic ; and K i t t i e  Solonan 

was be lieved  to  be a  refugee fro n  H a i t i . ^

Of four te a c h e rs ,  however, a  l i t t l e  more i s  known. Mrs. S to o e r, a  

f re e  wonan o f c o lo r ,  began a school in  1820 which stayed  in  ex is te n ce  

u n t i l  th e  C iv il  War. A fter em ancipation and the  e s ta b lis h a e n t  o f th e  

F reednen 's  Bureau, she becane one of th e  f i r s t  teach e rs  in  th e  sch o o ls  

organized under th e  au sp ices of th e  Bureau. Mr. W. V. W ilburn, a w h ite  

man whose sch o o l was on Cooing S t r e e t  o p p o s ite  3 u l l  S t r e e t ,  "was p a id  a  

re g u la r  s a la r y ,"  and th e  " f in a n c ia l  a f f a i r s  o f t h is  school were managed 

by a  board o f T ru s te e s  e lec ted  by the  p a tro n s."1̂7 Payne's Thomas S. 

Bonneau tau g h t fro n  1803 u n t i l  1828 o r 1829, and h is  school was la rg e  

enough to  w arran t the  employment of two a s s i s ta n t s ,  William McKinney and

The fo u rth  tea c h e r  was Daniel A. Payne, who began h is  f i r s t  school 

in  1829 in  a  house on Tradd S t r e e t .  He tau g h t th re e  c h ild ren  during  th e  

day and th re e  a d u lt  s la v e s  a t  n ig h t,  a l l  o f whom paid him f i f t y  c e n ts  a

F. K. S asportas , 168

166 Ib id . . 19. 167 Ib id .
168 I b id . ,  18.
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month t u i t io n .  F inding  h is  nonthly tea c h in g  incone o f three d o l la r s  

discourag ing , he l e f t  th e  teaching p ro fe s s io n  b r ie f ly  a t  the end of th e  

year but re tu rn ed  and reopened h is  school in  1830. His second attem pt 

was so su c ce ss fu l ch a t he had to  aove th e  sch o o l th re e  tin e s  between 

then and 1835 to  acconaodate the nunber o f  s tu d e n ts .1^

Payne 's own ed u ca tio n , although good f o r  th e  t in e ,  s t i l l  c o n s is ted  

of the  fu n d an en ta ls  o f  reading , w r i tin g , a r i th m e t ic ,  h is to ry , and e lo 

c u tio n . For ev e ry th in g  e ls e ,  he taugh t h im s e lf .  He purchased an a t l a s  

"and in  about s ix  months was ab le to  c o n s tru c t  caps o f the M erca to r 's  

and g lo b u la r  p r o je c t io n ."  He then in tro d u c ed  geography and "map-drawing" 

to  h is  s tu d e n ts .  For English grammar, he memorized M urray's P r ^ a r v  

Grammar and l a t e r  worked with P l a y fa i r 's  E u c lid . He used B a r re t t 's  

Geography o f th e  Heavens to  learn  " d e s c r ip t iv e  chem istry , n a tu ra l  p h i

losophy, and d e s c r ip t iv e  anatomy." One o f  th e  l a s t  a reas  he attem pted  

was th a t  o f fo re ig n  languages:

Then, on a Thursday morning, I  bought a Greek grammar, a 
le x ic o n , and a Greek Testam ent. On th e  same day I  m astered 
the  Greek a lp h ab e t; on F riday I  lea rn e d  to  w rite  them; on 
Saturday  morning I  tra n s la te d  th e  f i r s t  ch ap ter of M atthew 's 
Gospel from Greek in to  E n g lish . My very sou l re jo ice d  and 
e x u lte d .in  t h i s  g lo rious trium ph. Next came the L atin  and th e  
French.170

Every a re a  from which Payne learned was added to  h i s  sch o o l's  cu rricu lu m .

F in a lly ,  a s  Payne recorded, "My sch o o l in cre a se d  in  p o p u larity , and 

became the most p opu lar o f  the f iv e  which th en  e x is te d . I t  numbered 

about s ix ty  c h ild re n  from most of the  le a d in g  f a m ilie s  of C harleston."171

169 Payne, 19-20 . 170 I b id . .  21-22.

171 I b id . .  25 .
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His fees  had doubled, and he a lso  gave " p r iv a te  in s t ru c t io n  to  three

la d ie s ,  th e  d augh ters  o f  . . . Mr .  Thomas S . 3onneau."“77
His good fo rtu n e  was s h o r t - liv e d ,  however, as th e  1822 i l l - f a te d

C harleston  u p r is in g  o f Denmark Vesey (who could  read  and w r ite ) ,  the

1831 V irg in ia  s la v e  r e b e llio n  led by Nat Turner (who a lso  cculd  read and

w r ite ) ,  and th e  e v e r-in c re a sin g  educated f r e e  person of c o lo r  population

throughout South C aro lina  pronpted the  w h ite  c i t i z e n s  to  take a se rious

look a t  th e  e d u c a tio n a l freedons o f those  f r e e  persons o f c o lo r .  The

re s u l t  was "an Act to  Amend the Law R e la tin g  to  S laves and Free Persons

of C o lo r,"  drawn up by two lawyers fro n  C h arle s to n  who were menbers of

the l e g i s la tu re  in  December 1834 and e f f e c t iv e  A p ril 1, 1835. Under the

p ro v isions of t h i s  law , a white person had to  be p re se n t when free

persons o f  c o lo r  were tau g h t.* 7^

Payne b e lieved  th a t  the  p ro fic ien cy  o f  h i s  s tu d e n ts  had induced the

ac tio n  th a t  brought about the  law. In  th e  course  o f  h is  s tu d ie s  in

zoology, he had co n tra c te d  to  purchase a  p a r t i c u l a r  snake f ro n  a s lav e

belonging to  L ionel Kennedy, a C harleston  law yer who was a cenber of the

l e g i s la tu re .  On a  Saturday in  the  summer o f  1834, Payne sen t three

stu d en ts  from h is  advanced c la s s  to  Kennedy's p la n ta tio n  wftich was

loca ted  about a m ile o u ts id e  the c i t y .  When they a rr iv e d , they found

Kennedy and h is  son , who demanded to  know why th e  boys were th ere . Upon

hearing  the  s to ry  o f and purpose fo r  th e  sn ak e,

. . . they  asked the lad s  to  t e l l  them what were th e  d iffe re n t  
th in g s  tau g h t them, and they  a ls o  examined them in  th e ir

*7"* South C aro lin a , S ta tu te s  a t  L arge. No. 2639 (1834).
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s tu d ie s .  The boys answered every  qu estio n  put to  th en  except 
one. Then sa id  the young docto r-[K ennedy]: "Why, pa, Payne
i s  p lay ing  h e ll  in  C h a r le s to n ."

Although Payne f e l t  he could n o t c o n tin u e  under the  new r e s t r i c 

t io n s  and d o s e d  h is  school a t  th e  end o f March 1835,175 no t a l l  tea c h e rs  

follow ed s u i t .  Seme were w hite and were th u s  u naffec ted  by th e  law , and 

o th e rs  worked under the  sponsorsh ip  o f  f r i e n d ly  w hites. The M inors' 

M o ra lis t  S o c ie ty , begun in  1803, con tin u ed  fo r  twelve y ea rs  a f t e r  th e  

passage o f  the  law, f in a l ly  c lo s in g  i t s  doors in  1847 "when, from the  

dec rease  o f  many u se fu l members and o th e r  lo c a l  causes . . ."  i t  was 

im p ra c tic a l  to  co n tin u e .* 7^ The Brown Fellow ship  S o c ie ty , to o , continued  

through t h i s  p e rio d . Unlike th e  M inors' M o ra lis t  S o c ie ty , however, i t  

was s t i l l  in  ex is ten ce  a t  the  m iddle o f  th e  c e n tu ry .

Of th e  b lack  stu d en ts  in  schoo l a f t e r  th e  passage o f the  1834 law, 

a t  l e a s t  two o f them rose to  prominence in  l a t e r  years. Samuel C.

Watson, a  n a tiv e  of S t .  James' P a r is h ,  began h i s  education  in  about 1840 

o r b e fo re , subsequently  co n tinu ing  h i s  s tu d ie s  in  th e  North and becoming 

a  pharm acist in  D e tro i t .̂ 77 A nother, F ra n c is  L. Cardoza, was born in  

C h arle s to n  and went to  school th e re  from abou t 1842 to  1849. A fte r

sav ing  money w hile working as a journeym an, he s tu d ied  four y ea rs  a t  the

u n iv e r s i ty  a t  Galsgow, Sco tland , and th re e  y e a rs  a t  the  P re sb y te ria n  

se m in a rie s  in  Edinburgh and London. In  1868 he became th e  S e c re ta ry  of

174 Payne, 25-26. 175 I b id . ,  36.

176 I b id . ,  14.

7̂7 W illiam  J .  Simmons, Men o f Mark: Eminent. P ro g ressiv e  and
R ising  (1887; r e p r in t ,  New York: Arno P re ss  and The New York Times,
1968), 860-65.
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Scare  o f South C aro lin a  and l a t e r  a pro fesso r o f L a tin  a t  Howard 

U n i v e r s i t y . ^

As the century  neared  th e  m idpoint, the  e d u catio n al p ro g re ss  made 

by th e  b lacks, p a r t i c u l a r ly  by f re e  persons o f c o lo r ,  in  th e  e a r ly  part

o f  th e  century was th re a te n e d  but c e r ta in ly  not h a lte d  by th e  1834 law

and in creasin g  d i s t r u s t  and su sp ic io n  on the p a rt  of the  w h ite s .  31acks 

continued  to gain in  nunbers in  the South and in  in flu en ce  in  th e  North, 

and aany blacks saw ed u ca tio n  a s  th e  key to  freedom. As a w ealthy  slave

owner to ld  Daniel Payne, "'Do you know what makes the  d if f e re n c e  between
i 70

th e  m aster and th e  s lav e?  Nothing but su p e rio r  knowledge.*"*

1850-1900

The 1850s was a tim e when the  Southern w hites and the  Northern 

w hites squared o f f  w hile  th e  f re e  persons o f co lo r in  c o a s ta l  South 

C aro lin a  q u ie tly  went ab o u t th e  business o f l iv in g ,  working, and o b tain 

ing an education. The s la v e s  continued to  be the  g re a te r  p a r t  o f the 

la b o r  force and were k ep t in  ignorance as  much as  p o ss ib le  so  a s  to  keep 

them subm issive.

Of chose b lacks who a tte n d e d  school in  c o a s ta l  South C a ro lin a

d e s p ite  the  in c re a s in g ly  rep re s s iv e  c lim ate , se v e ra l stand  o u t .  The

Rev. Dr. E. M. Brawley, born in  Charleston of f re e  p a re n ts , began h is

form al education in  1856 when he was four years o ld . At t h a t  tim e ,

. . .  he was p laced  in  a p r iv a te  school tau g h t by an o ld  lady. 
Here he rem ained se v e ra l years and learned  to  re a d . L a ter  he 
went to  a  sch o o l o f a  h igher grade u n t i l  th e  tro u b le s  occurred 
in c id e n ta l to  th e  u p r is in g  of John Brown, when th e  school was 
c losed .

178 Simmons, 428-31. 179 Payne, 19-20.
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A fter c o n tin u in g  h is  education  in  P h ila d e lp h ia  a f t e r  1861, Brawley 

became th e  f i r s t  black to  e n te r  Bucknell U n iv e rs ity . In 1883, he was 

named p re s id e n t  of the  Alabama B a p tis t  Normal and T heological School.180 
J .  V. M o rris , who was a year younger than 3raw ley , a tten d ed  Simeon 

3eard’s school in  C harleston . A fter  the  war he resumed h is  education by 

en te rin g  th e  pu b lic  school system th e r e .  Upon g rad u a tio n  from Howard 

U n iv e rs ity , he obtained a degree in  law from th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f South 

C aro lin a , u l tim a te ly  leav ing  law fo r  teaching  and becoming a p ro fesso r 

of m athem atics, an c ien t languages, and law a t  A llen  U n iv e rs ity.181 
T. McCants S tew art, a lso  born in  C harleston  o f f re e  p a ren ts , began 

school th e re  in  1857, l a t e r  a tte n d in g  Howard U n iv e rs ity  and graduating  

from th e  U n iv ers ity  of South C aro lina  w ith  both bach elo r and law degrees. 

A fter f u r th e r  study a t  P rin ce to n , he accepted a  p o s it io n  with L ib eria  

College in  A frica  but ev en tu a lly  re tu rn ed  to  th e  U nited S ta te s  and 

resumed h i s  law p ra c t ic e .182
The s la v e s , of course , were f a r  from id le  d uring  th is  period . Even 

though th e  w hite in h a b ita n ts  t r i e d  to  keep them in  a  s ta t e  of t o ta l  

dependence, th e  s lav es  refused  to  g iv e  up hope.

In  the  e a r l i e s t  days th ey  had th e i r  s o c ie t ie s ,  th e i r  
lea d e rs  and ea rn e s t a d v is e rs .  Long b e fo re  a n ti- s la v e ry  
s o c ie t ie s  were recognized a t  the  N orth, o r a b o li t io n i s t s  
became th e  bugbear of the  South, the  s la v e s  met a t  midnight 
and planned and p lo tte d  to  break th e i r  c h a in s . Freedom was 
th e  N o r t^ S ta t ,  towards which th e i r  fa c e s  were co n stan tly

180 Simoons, 908-12. 181 I b i d . ,  162-64.

182 I b id . ,  1052-54.
183 E lizab e th  Hyde Botume, F i r s t  Davs Amongst th e  Contrabands 

(Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1893), 5 .
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In form ation  and th e  ga th erin g  o f i t  became of prime im portance- The few

who could read  provided the main b rid g e , a s  they  s u r r e p ti t io u s ly  read

newspapers and h a n d b il ls  and im parted th e  news to  the  o th e rs .

O ften tim es, they  would be c a lle d  upon to  in te r p r e t  ph rases or

d isc u ss io n s  o th e r  s la v e s  overheard w hile in  the  p resence o f w h ites . As

th e  w ife o f a p la n te r  observed in  1861:

People t a lk  before  then [ th e  s la v e s ]  a s  i f  they were c h a irs  
and t a b l e s .  They make no s ig n . Are they  s to l id ly  stupi<£^or 
w iser th an  we a re ; s i l e n t  and s tro n g , b id in g  th e i r  t in e ? '-

A few o f  the  s la v e s  re so r te d  to  h ig h ly  unusual schemes to  f in d  out what

was happening. One who could not read  l a t e r  to ld  o th e rs ,

I  c o u ld n 't  read , but ny uncle  could . . . .  I  was w a itin g - 
s a id  a n ' used to  help  m iss is  to  d ress  in  th e  morning. I f  
o assa  wanted to  t e l l  her something he d id n 't  want me to  know, 
he used to  s p e ll  i t  o u t .  I  could remember the  l e t t e r s ,  an ' 
a s  soon a s  I could g e t away I  ran  to  u nc le  a n ' sp e lle d  them 
over to  him a n ' he to ld  me what they meant.

A fter hearing  th e  s to r y ,  a freedmen tea c h e r cha llenged  her to  rep ea t the 

f e a t .  The tea c h e r  " sp e lled  a long sen tence  a s  r a p id ly  as  p o ss ib le , 

w ithout s topping  between the w ords." The black woman then  "immediately 

rep ea ted  i t  a f t e r  me, w ithout m issing a l e t t e r . ” *8^

The ones who could read a lso  t r i e d  to  teach  o th e r s .  Laura Towne, 

one o f the  f i r s t  freedmen teach e rs  on S t .  Helena I s la n e ,  wrote o f meet

ing  one such person :

This man i s  a cabinet-m aker and schoolm aster among them, and 
says he read s a l l  th e  p ap ers . He i s  named W ill Capers. He i s

184 Mary Boykin Chesnut, A Diarv from D ix ie , ed . I s a b e l la  D. M artin 
and Mvrta L ockett Avary (New York: D. Appleton, 1906), 38.

185 Botume, 6 -7 .
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very  in t e l l i g e n t  and s e l f - r e s p e c t in g .  . . . Vtuj.lg h i s  r a s t e r  
was h e re  he had a s e c re t  n ig h t-sch o o l fo r nen.~

1861 narked th e  beginning of sweeping e d u catio n al change fo r  the  

s lav es  of c o a s ta l  South C arolina when "The su ccessfu l bombardment by 

[ th e  fe d e ra l]  f l e e t ,  under Con. Dupont, o f  the  two rcb .il f o r t s  a t  P o rt 

Royal, on th e  7 th  o f November, pu t [ th e ]  fo rc e s  in  possessio n  o f a l l ,  or 

nearly  a l l ,  t h a t  r ic h  and f e r t i l e  p o r tio n  o f  the P a ln e tto  S ta te  known as 

the Sea I s la n d s ."1®7 As the fe d e ra l  tro o p s  advanced, the  p la n te rs  f le d , 

tak ing  w ith  then  only what they could c a rry  and only th o se  s la v e s  they 

could persuade to  le a v e .  The v as t m a jo r ity  of the  s la v e s  s tay ed  behind 

and were th u s  fre e d  in s ta n t ly .  I n s ta n t  freed o n , however, had i t s  p ric e  

as thousands of s la v e s  were suddenly l e f t  to  fend fo r them selves w ith no 

experience in  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  upon which to  draw .1®®

The problem f a l l  to  Treasury S e c re ta ry  Salmon P. Chase, under whose 

ju r i s d ic t io n  th e  "abandoned lands" came. He sen t Edward L. P ie rc e  on an 

in sp ec tio n  to u r  o f  th e  a rea  to  f in d  o u t ,  p r im a rily , what could be done 

about the  c o lle c t io n  and sa le  of th e  c o tto n .  In  h is  f in d in g s , P ie rce  

c o llab o ra ted  w ith  G eneral W. T. Sherman, and to g eth er they  appealed to  

the people o f th e  North fo r  a s s is ta n c e  f o r  th e  "abandoned" s la v e s .  

Sherman's G eneral Order No. 9 of February 1862 read , in  p a r t ,

The h e lp le s s  cond ition  o f th e  blacks in h a b itin g  th e  v ast

1®® Rupert S arg en t Holland, e d . , L e t te r s  and Diarv o f  Laura M.
Towne (Cambridge: R iv e rs id e  P ress , 1912), 27.

1®7 J .  M ille r  McKio, An Address D eliv ered  bv J .  M ille r  McKin, in  
Sansom H a ll. Ju lv  9 th . 1862 (P h ila d e lp h ia : W illis  P. Hazard, 1862), 1.

1®® L uther ? .  Jackson , "The E d u ca tio n a l E f fo r ts  o f th e  Freedm en's 
Bureau and Freedm en's Aid S o c ie tie s  in  South C aro lin a , 1862-1872," 
Journal o f Negro H is to ry  8 (Jan . 1923): 5 .
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a re a  in  th e  occupation o f th e  fo rc e s  o f t h is  command, c a l l s  
fo r  immediate a c tio n  on the p a r t  of a  h ig h ly  favored  and p h il
a n th ro p ic  people. . . .  Hordes o f t o t a l l y  uneducated, ignoran t 
and im provident b lacks have been abandoned. . . .  in  such a 
s t a t e  o f  a b je c t  ignorance and m ental s to l id i t y  as  to  preclude 
a l l  p o s s ib i l i ty  of self-governm ent and se lf-m ain tenance  in  
t h e i r  p re se n t co n d itio n . . . .  To r e l i e v e  the Government o f a 
burden th a t  nay h e re a f te r  beccne in su p p o rtab le  . . .  a s u i t 
a b le  sy s te a  o f c u ltu re  and in s t r u c t io n  must be cochined w ith 
one provid ing  fo r t h e i r  p h y s ica l w ants. In  the  seanw hile . . . 
th e  s e rv ic e s  of cocpeten t i n s t r u c to r s  w i l l  be rece iv ed  whose 
d u t ie s  w i l l  c o n s is t in  teach ing  them, both  ^gjpS 2nd o ld , the 
rudim ents o f c iv i l iz a t io n  and C h r i s t ia n i ty .

The response was immediate, fo r  as  one tea c h e r  wrote, "This seeaed 

l ik e  a  d iv in e  c a l l .  ’O pportun ities a re  God's P ro v id en ce .' This was our 

o p p o rtu n ity ; th e  way was opened, and we en te red  in ,  not as an enecy, but 

as  f r ie n d  to  hum anity."*9® Before the  week was o u t ,  the 3oston Education 

Commission ( l a t e r  c a lle d  the  New England F reed n en 's  Aid S oc iety  or the 

New England S o c iety )  was organized . In two c o re  weeks, th e  New York 

N ational Freedaen’s  R e lie f  A ssociation  was fo rc e d . The P o rt Royal 

R e lie f  Committee ( l a t e r  c a lled  the  Pennsylvania Freednen’s R e lie f  

A sso c ia tio n  o r th e  Pennsylvania S ociety ) fo llow  s u i t .  Other s o c ie t ie s  

t h a t  were l a t e r  fo rced  included the  American 3 a p t i s t  Hooe M ission 

S o c ie ty , th e  Freedmen's Aid S ociety  o f th e  M ethodist Episcopal Church, 

th e  P re sb y te ria n  Committee of M issions fo r  Freedmen, the F riends 

A sso c ia tio n  o f P h ilad e lp h ia  fo r  the  Aid and E lev a tio n  of th e  Freedmen, 

the  P ro te s ta n t  E piscopal Freedmen's Commission, th e  London F reednen 's 

Aid S o c ie ty , and the  Michigan F reednen 's  R e lie f  A sso c ia tio n .* 9* Of them 

a l l ,  however, th e  one b est equipped to  handle th e  s i tu a t io n ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  

f i r s t ,  was th e  American M issionary A sso c ia tio n . Begun in  18A6 to  do

189 I b id . ,  5 -6 . 190 Botume, 18.
IQ !

Jackson , 6, 15.
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a is s io n  work both in  the  United S ta te s  and abroad, th e  group had 353
1Q'>

teach e rs  placed in  th e  South by 1866,

C a llin g  th e  p ro je c t  th e  "Sea Is la n d  Experim ent," P ie rc e  l e f t  Nev

York on March 3 , 1862, w ith f i f ty - t h r e e  teach e rs  and two su p e rin ten - 
1°3dents '  to  o rgan ize t h e i r  [ th e  b lacks*I labor on the  p la n ta tio n s  and 

e s ta b l is h  sch o o ls  fo r  t h e i r  ed u ca tio n ."  The noney made w ith  the cotton 

would, he b e liev ed , be enough " to  repay th e  Federal Treasury fo r what

ever expense i t  had in cu rred  in  su p p o rtin g  the e n t e r p r i s e . O n c e  

th e re , he jo in ed  the  e f f o r t s  of the  Rev. Mr. Solomon Peck and Barnard K.

Lee who had a n tic ip a te d  h i s  a c tio n s  by e s ta b lis h in g  schools in  Beaufort 
195and on H ilton  Head in  Jan u ary .

3y th e  summer, th e  p ro je c t  involved  nine thousand b lacks and had

been tu rned  c-ver to  th e  War Department fo r  ad m in is tra tio n  under General

Rufus S axton .^9^ As fo r  the  "n in e ty  odd" teach e rs  who went to  the sea

is la n d  a re a  over th e  course  o f th e  s p r in g ,  an observer o f th e  time noted ,

. . . q u ite  a number proved incom petent. These had not gone 
from th e  r ig h t  m otive, nor were they  of the  r ig h t  s p i r i t .  . . . 
As a consequence, they  soon g o t t i r e d ;  o r t h e i r  coad ju to rs  got 
t i r e d  o f them. There was a g re a t  deal of work to  be done; and 
to  them the  l i f e  was o f d u l l ,  monotonous drudgery . They have, 
th e re fo re ,  come home. Those t h a t  remain have a h e a r t  fo r the 
work.

192 W illiam P reston  Vaughn, Schools fo r  A ll: The Blacks & Public
Education in  th e  South, 1865-1877 (L exington: Univ. P ress  of Kentucky, 
1974), 4 .

193 Jackson, 6.
194 M artin Abbott, The Freedmen*s Bureau in  South C aro lin a , 1365- 

1872 (Chapel H i l l :  Univ. o f North C aro lin a  P ress , 1967), 5.

195 Jackson, 8. 196 A bbott, 5.

197 McKim, 17.
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They d id  indeed have "a  h e a r t  fo r  th e  w ork." They came from 

M assachusetts  l ik e  Mary Anes and E aily  3 1 iss  (S p rin g f ie ld )  and E lizab e th  

Hyde Botume (Wyoning); froo  C onnecticu t, as d id  F ran c is  L. Cardoza and 

h i s  w ife (New Haven) who re tu rn ed  hone to  C h arle s to n  to  h e lp ; from 

Pennsylvania  l ik e  C h arlo tte  S . Forten (P h ila d e lp h ia )  h e rs e l f  a b lack 

woman, M artha S chofie ld  (D arby), and Laura M. Towne (Shoemakersown); and 

o th e r  s ta t e s  such as  Maine, Ohio, New York, New Hampshire, M ichigan, 

W isconsin, Vermont, M innesota, Rhode I s la n d , Iowa, and I l l i n o i s .  Some 

never l e f t :  Samuel D. P h i l l ip s  and W illiam S. C lark  of 3oston  died in

1862 and 1863 r e s p e c tiv e ly ;1^® E llen  S. Kempton, Elmira S ta n to n , and 

James P . 31ake drowned on E d is to  Islan d  on Christm as Eve in  1865 and
Toq

were b u ried  th e re  in  a co rn e r o f th e  P re sb y te ria n  Church g raveyard .

Many o f the  tea c h e rs , t r a in e d  w ith th e  c la s s ic s  and advanced sub

j e c t s .  were unprepared fo r th e  e d u catio n al d e s t i tu t io n  they found among

t h e i r  new s c h o la rs .  One tea c h e r  w rote, "None o f  th e  ch ild ren  could 

200coun t beyond tw en ty ," w hile another found th a t  one or two knew th e i r  
201l e t t e r s  b u t none could rea d . But they p e rsev e red , as d id  th e  b lack s .

A lthough th e  te a c h e rs ' s a la r ie s  continued  to  be paid by t h e i r  

s o c ie t i e s ,  t h e i r  e f f o r ts  and th o se  of t h e i r  p a re n t o rg an iz a tio n s  were 

co o rd in a ted  by the  fed e ra l government in  1865 w ith  the  c re a t io n  o f the

^®  Henry Lee Swint, The Northern Teacher in  th e  South. 1862-1870 
(New York: Octagon Books, 1967), 175-200.

199 C la ra  C hilds P u ck e tte , E d is to : A Sea I s la n d  P r in c ip a l i ty
(C leve land : S e a fo r th  P u b lic a t io n s , 1978), 38.

200 Botume, 50.
201 Mary Ames, A New England Woman s  D iarv in  D ixie in  1865 

( S p r in g f ie ld :  Plimpton P re ss , 1906), 23.
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3ureau of R efugees, Freednen, and Abandoned Lands. For South C aro lina,

the e d u ca tio n a l e f f o r t s  were placed  in  th e  hands o f Reuben Tomlinson as
202the s ta t e  s su p e rin ten d en t of ed u ca tio n .

As the  w hite  Southerners were "beginning  to  r e a l iz e  th a t  [they  were]
203a conquered p eo p le , the  business o f  educating  th e  b lack  Southerners

to  p repare  them fo r th e i r  new ro le  o f e q u a li ty  went on. The schools

were c la s s i f i e d  as  primary and h ig h e r , w ith  c la s se s  conducted fo r
">04vario u s  groups during  the day and evening and on Sunday.“ D espite the

in d iv id u a li ty  o f  the  teach ers  and th e  s i t u a t io n s ,  a

. . .  ty p ic a l  freednen’s  school opened w ith p ray e r, s c r ip tu re  
read in g , and th e  s ing ing  of hymns and p a t r i o t i c  a i r s .  . . .
The schoo l was usu a lly  in  se s s io n  from four to  s ix  hours, 
d -v ided  eq u ally  between norning  and a fte rn o o n . . . .  In  sone 
c ases  th e  norning se ss io n  in c lu d ed  a " reg u la r  se rn o n ,"  and the  
a fte rn o o n  was spent in  v i s i t i n g  tijg^homes o f  the  p u p ils ,  and 
th e re  teach ing  the e n t i r e  fam ily .

Through i t  a l l ,  the  tea c h e rs  t r i e d  to  in p a r t  a sense of the  importance 

o f edu catio n . As Martha Schofie ld  to ld  a group, "Your enemies & your 

f r ie n d s  a re  looking  on to  see th e  r e s u l t  o f em ancipation and education 

i s  th e  only th in g  th a t  can ra is e  you to  a p o s itio n  worthy o f  th a t  f re e 

dom. . . As t in e  went on, however, sone tea c h e rs  rep o rted  a

d e c lin e  in  en thusiasm , "Many th in g s  co n sp ired  to  check th e i r  z e a l ,  the

202 A bbott, 85.

John B erkley G rim ball, D iary , 1 May 1985, Univ. of North 
C aro lina  a t  Chapel H i l l  Southern H is to r ic a l  C o lle c tio n , John 3 erk ley  
Grim ball Diary No. 970.

204 Jackson , 18. 205 Sw int, SO.

206 Martha S c h o fie ld , D iary, TS, 22 Apr. 1866, Univ. o f North
C aro lina  a t  Chapel H i l l  Southern H is to r ic a l  C o lle c tio n , Martha Schofie ld
Papers No. 999.
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c h ie f  o f which was th e  l i t t l e  importance p laced  upon education through

out th e  c o u n try ."2̂7
When a l l  v e n t w e ll,  " . . .  th e  cu rricu lum  included  geography, phys

i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l ;  s p e l l in g ,  w ith d e f in i t io n s ;  [and] o ral and w r itte n  

a r i th m e t ic ."  The tex tbooks included

. . .  "The N ational S e r ie s ,"  S m ith 's  A rithm etic and G ra m a r , 
M itc h e ll ’ s  Geography, W ebster’ s S p e l le r . M onteith 's  Geography. 
Davis and S u t to n 's  A rithm etic . Quackenbois' Primary A rithm etic  
and Prim ary Grammar. The famous McGuffey readers and the
H i l l i a r d  s e r i e s  were a lso  used . H igher t e x t s  included
M a rtin d a le ’ s  United S ta te s  H is to ry . T a te ’ s F i r s t  3ook in  
P hilosophy and Natural Philosophy, and R olfe and G i l l e t 's  
P h ilosophy .

The sc h o o ls  them selves ranged from m ediocre to  e x c e llen t, with 

se v e ra l in  th e  l a t t e r  category  deserv ing  s p e c ia l  reco g n itio n . One o f 

the  f i r s t  te a c h e rs  to  a r r iv e  in  th e  sea  i s la n d s  was a lso  one of the

b e s t:  Laura M. Tovne. Sent by the  Pennsy lvan ia  Freednen 's A sso c ia tio n ,

she a rr iv e d  on S t .  Helena Island  on A p ril 15, 1852, where she was l a t e r  

jo in ed  by E lle n  M urray. Using th e  f ro n t  room o f  a  p lan ta tio n  house, she 

began what became Penn School, which was soon moved to  a nearby church 

to  accommodate th e  growing number o f s tu d e n ts .  3y September o f the 

f i r s t  y ear, th e  schoo l included e ig h ty  s tu d e n ts ,  both adu lts  and c h ild 

re n . Tovne gu ided  Penn School fo r  over t h i r t y - f i v e  years, and the 

school con tin u ed  in to  th e  tw en tie th  cen tu ry  a s  th e  Penn Normal and 

I n d u s t r ia l  S c h o o l.2*"̂

In  C h a r le s to n , th e  schools were reopened on March 4, 1865. and th e

207 Botume, 274. 208 S v in t , 81.

209 Rossa B. Cooley, School Acres: An Adventure in  Rural E ducation
(New Haven: Y ale Univ. P re ss , 1930), 10.
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f i r s t  sch o o l to  open was th e  M orris S t r e e t  School, w ith  an i n i t i a l  

en ro llm en t of one thousand b lacks and two hundred w h ites . The school 

was tu rn ed  over to  the c i ty  com m issioners in  the f a l l  o f  1866 and became 

C h a r le s to n 's  f i r s t  black p u b lic  s c h o o l .2*® C h a r le s to n 's  second b lack  

p ub lic  schoo l began in 1865 as  Shaw Memorial, naned fo r  th e  l a t e  Colonel 

Robert Gould Shaw who led a  reg im en t o f b lack troops during  th e  C iv il  

War. U n t i l  1874, the school was supported  through th e  e f f o r t s  of Shaw's 

widow and th e  New England E ducation  A ssoc ia tion ; a t  t h a t  tim e, the  

school was merged with the c i ty  system .2̂1
Two o th e r  1865 C harleston  sc h o o ls  were the  Avery I n s t i t u t e  and the  

W allingford  Academy. The Avery I n s t i t u t e  was founded on O ctober 1,

1865, by th e  American M issionary A sso c ia tio n . Under th e  d i r e c t io n  of 

F ran c is  L. Cardoza, the n a tiv e -b o rn  C harlestonian  who had re tu rn ed  from 

the  North to  h e lp , th is  school was named fo r  Charles Avery, a  P itts b u rg  

m in is te r  who donated $10,000 toward th e  co n stru c tio n  o f th e  s c h o o l 's  

b u ild in g . By 1880, the school employed "a  P rin c ip a l and e ig h t  a s s i s 

t a n t s ,  th r e e  o f whom had been t ra in e d  th e re .  . . . [and i t s  en ro llm en t

was] 488 p u p ils  o f  whom n e a rly  o n e - th i rd  were in  th e  normal d e p a r t -  
212ment. W allingford Academy was o rganized  by the  Rev. Mr. Jonathan  C.

Gibbs o f  th e  Zion P resby terian  Church. By 1880, th e  s c h o o l 's  en ro llm en t

oiO
Bernard Edward Powers, J r . , "Black C harleston: A S o c ia l

H is to ry , 1822-1885" (Ph.D. d i s s . ,  N orthw estern Univ., 1982), 237-38.

2^  Powers, 240; A lrutheus Ambush T ay lo r, The Negro in  South 
C aro lina  During R econstruction (W ashington: A ssociation  fo r  th e  Study of 
Negro L ife  and H isto ry , 1924), 8 8 -89 .

212 T ay lo r, 87-88.
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was over f iv e  hundred,2*3 and th e re  were a  p r in c ip a l  and s ix  a s s i s ta n t s ,

two o f whom had g raduated  f t  on th e  sch o o l. 22**

The P ro te s ta n t  Episcopal Church, th e  Am ericanized re s u l t  of the

S?GF?, was a c t iv e  in  freedmen education  a ls o ,  o rg an iz in g  the Franklin

S tre e t  School in  1866 under the guidance o f  i t s  Hone M issionary So ciety .

3egun by the Rev. Mr, A. Tooner P o r te r ,  th e  sch o o l and orphan hone for

black c h ild ren  was lo ca te d  in C h a r le s to n 's  M arine H osp ita l bu ild ing ,
215

which th e  S o c iety  had purchased. * 3v 1868, the  sch o o l’s  enrollm ent 

had in creased  to  and 13 teach e rs  were employed.2*7
The year 1868 narked a tu rn ing  p o in t in  e d u catio n  in  South C aro lin a . 

Although " f re e "  sc h o o ls  had ex is ted  in  th e  s t a t e  s in c e  the  ea rly  1700s, 

they were f re e  w hite  sch o o ls . With th e  a d o p tio n  o f th e  c o n s ti tu t io n  in  

1868, a l l  th a t  changed fo rev e r. Under A r t ic le  X, u n iv ersa l f re e  educa

tio n  came in to  b e in g . Regardless o f race  o r  n a t io n a l i ty ,  the s t a t e 's  

ch ild ren  were to  be educated  a t  s ta t e  ex p en se . In  o rder to  pay fo r  th a t  

education , th e  s t a t e  a ls o  enacted a system  o f p ro p erty  and po ll taxes 

with th e  money going d i r e c t ly  to  ed u ca tio n . A d d itio n a lly , compulsory 

attendance  of tw en ty -fo u r months, a t  e i th e r  p u b lic  o r p riv a te  schools, 

was req u ired  o f  a l l  c h ild re n  who were p h y s ic a l ly  o r m entally  ab le  to

213 Powers, 241. 214 T a y lo r,  89.

2*3 Laura Jo sep h in e  Webster, "The O p era tio n  o f th e  Freednen’s  
Bureau in  South C a ro lin a ,"  Smith C ollege S tu d ie s  in  H isto rv  1 fAor.
1916): 132.

216 Powers. 242. 217 Jack so n , 27.

R eprodu ced  with perm ission  of th e  copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission .



73

’’ISa ttend  sc h o o l.-  The system was fu r th e r  d e fin e d  and organized by a
219 ”>'>0le g is la t iv e  a c t  in  1870 and an amendment in  1871.****

Meanwhile, th e  3ureau continued, a lthough  a shortage  of funds and 

dwindling a s s is ta n c e  from a id  s o c ie t ie s  le d  to  a c u r ta i l in g  of e f f o r t s .

3y 1868, the  s i t u a t io n  was so c r i t i c a l  th a t  th e  3ureau "adopted a p o licy  

of r e s t r i c t i n g  a id  to  prim ary sch o o ls ,"  and th e  3ureau stopped i t s  edu-

221ca tio n a l e f f o r ts  e n t i r e ly  in  A pril o f 1870. Many o f the  schools 

coordinated by th e  3ureau , however, were con tin u ed  by the s o c ie t ie s  (as  

was Penn School, fo r  example) or were taken over by th e  s ta t e .

To t ry  to  o b ta in  sone v a lid  idea of th e  c o n d itio n  of education 

in  the s ta t e ,  J u s tu s  K. J i l l s o n ,  the f i r s t  S uperin ten d en t of Education 

under th e  new c o n s t i tu t io n ,  devised teach e r r e p o r t  fo ra s  fo r the 

teach ers  in  th e  v a rio u s  sch o o ls . (See Appendix B fo r  examples.) 

U nfortunately , n o t a l l  teach e rs  were pronpt abou t f i l l i n g  out th e  forms, 

and n o t a l l  county schoo l comad ss io n e rs  took  t h e i r  jo b s  se rio u s ly  enough 

to  compile o r forw ard th e  forms. Thus, th e  r e tu rn s  were not always com

p le te .  In  h is  f i r s t  re p o r t  ( fo r  the school y e a r  1868-69), J i l l s o n  

attem pted to  d e sc r ib e  a s  much about th e  sc h o o ls ,  the  enro llm ents, and 

the teach e rs  as  p o s s ib le .  He began w ith t a b l e s ,  showing by county, the  

number of c h ild re n  in  th e  county, th e  number of p u b lic  schools, th e  num

ber and types o f  te a c h e rs ,  and the number and ty p es  o f  s tu d en ts . (See

South C a ro lin a , C o n s titu tio n . A r t ic le  X (1863).
21Q

South C a ro lin a , Laws o f South C a ro lin a . No. 238 (1870).
220 South C a ro lin a , Lavs o f South C a ro lin a . No. 3A6 (1871).

Vaughn, 16.
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Appendix C fo r com pilation, o f  fig u res  fo r  c o a s ta l  co u n tie s  and th e  c i ty

o f  Charleston fo r  th e  school years ending 1869-99.) J i l l s o n  then l i s te d

and described  a l l  th e  p u b lic  schools in  th e  c o u n tie s  fo r  which he h2d

re tu rn s . Of th e  fo u r  c o a s ta l  counties in  t h i s  s tu d y 's  designated a re a ,
222only two contained  p u b lic  schoo ls. C o lle ton  County had no schoo ls, 

and Georgetown County had only two p r iv a te  s c h o o ls ,  one for blacks
2*>3

(Howard School) and one fo r  w hites (Winvah In d ig o  S o c ie ty  School).

Beaufort County t h a t  year contained th ir ty - tw o  pub lic  schoo ls, 

th i r ty  of which were fo r  b lack s . ( J i l l s o n  n o ted , however, th a t f iv e  

white ch ild ren  had a tte n d e d  b lack sc h o o ls .)  Two of the  schools were 

supported by a p r iv a te  in d iv id u a l;  f iv e  were s e lf - s u s ta in in g  through 

tu i t io n  payments; seven rece iv ed  a id  fron  th e  U nited  S ta te s  D irec t Tax 

Commission, and e ig h te e n  were supported by v a rio u s  freedmen aid 

s o c ie t ie s ,  most n o tab ly  th e  American M issionary  A sso c ia tio n . Table 1 

shows the ty p es , names and lo ca tio n s  of th e  s c h o o ls .

Table 1

B eaufort County Schools 1868-69

Number Type Name Location

5 b lack  unknown in  county6 b lack  unknown town of Beaufort1 w hite  (m ales) L iberty  School town of Beaufort
1 w hite (fem ales) unknown town of Beaufort
1 b lack  Hooper School P o rt Royal Islan d

S .C ., Report o f  the  S ta te  S u p erin ten d en t o f  Education, 1868- 
1869. [by J u s tu s  £ . J i l l s o n ]  (Columbia: n .p . ,  1870), 27.

223 I b id . ,  33-34 .
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b lack
b lack
b lack
black
b lac k
b lack
b lack
b lac k

b lac k
b lac k
b lac k

b lac k
b lac k

Grey H i l l  School 
P erry  C la i r  School 
Edgerly School 
Clarendon School 
H ilto n  Head School 
M itc h e lv i l le  School 
3r ic k  Yard School 
unknown

Pine Grove School 
unknown
S t .  H elena V illag e  

Schools 
Beach H i l l  School 
D elta  P la n ta t io n  

School 
L aw to n v ille  School

in  county 
in  county 
in  county 
in  county
H ilton  Head I s la n d  
H ilton  Head Is la n d  
S t. Helena I s la n d  
Frederick  A. E u s t is ' 

p la n ta tio n  
S t. Helena Is la n d  
S t. Helena Is la n d  
S t .  Helena Is la n d

near Savannah River 
near Savannah River

T h irty -seven  te a c h e rs  were employed in  th e  sc h o o ls , and th e re  were 2,073
224black s tu d e n ts  and 57 w hite s tu d e n ts .

The C h arle s to n  County re tu rn s  f o r  1868-69 shoved twelve sc h o o ls , 

nine of which were fo r  b lack s . Seven o f  th e  schools were supported  by 

freedmen a id  s o c ie t i e s ;  four rece iv ed  s t a t e  a id ,  and o n e 's  source o f 

support was n o t g iv en . Table 2 shows th e  ty p e s , names and lo c a t io n s  of 

the sc h o o ls .

Table 2

Charleston  County S chools 1868-69

Number Type Name Location

black Frank lin  S t r e e t  School c i ty of C h arles to n
black W allingford School City of C h arles to n
black Avery School c ity of C h arles to n
black Shaw Memorial School c ity of C h arles to n
black M orris S t re e t  School c ity of C h arles to n
white Meeting S tre e t  S chool c ity of C h arles to n
white S t .  P h ilip  S t r e e t  School c ity of C h arles to n
white Normal School c ity of C h arles to n

' I b id . ,  6, 22-24.
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1 b lack  Jane s '  Island  School J a n e s ' Island
1 b lack  Jo h n 's  Island  School J o h n 's  Island
1 b lack  Mt. P leasan t School C h r is t  Church P arish1 b lack  Cainhoy School S t .  Thomas' and S t .

Dennis' Parish

N’in e ty -a in e  te a c h e rs  were eaployed in  th e  sc h o o ls ,  and th e re  were 2,055
225black s tu d e n ts  and 1,026 w hite s tu d en ts .

3y th e  end o f th e  n e r t  school year (1 8 6 9 -7 0 ), J i l l s o n  was ab le  to  

give a p ro g re ss  re p o r t  o f s o r t s .  He began i t  by w ritin g ,

No r e tu rn s  have been received  from fo u r C ounties, and many 
o f th e  r e p o r ts  received a re  in co m p lete . There a re  evidences, 
however, th a t  some progress has been cade in  the  educational 
work, although  i t  i s  a source2Pf a n x ie ty  and re g re t  th a t  so 
l i t t l e  has been accomplished.

The problem s, a s  he saw them, steamed from s ix  a re a s  including  a

"S ca rc ity  o f  good te a c h e rs ,"  "Apathy and im patience  o f  the  people," and

"Opposition to  th e  new system ." With reg a rd  to  th e  te a c h e rs ,  he

believed th a t

P robably no S ta te  in  the Union i s  so cu rsed  w ith  poor teach e rs  
a s  i s  South C aro lin a . . . . The id e a  t h a t  any ignoramous can 
ren d e r  good and p ro fi ta b le  s e rv ic e  a s  a  tea c h e r o f a primary 
d i s t r i c t  school smacks of barbarism  and th e  dark  ages. . . . 
The tim e has cone when teaching i s  beginning  to  be regarded a s  
a p ro fe s s io n  equal in  d ig n ity , honor and importance to  th a t  
o f  th eo lo g y , medicine or law .

The p a re n ts , to o , came in  fo r  th e ir  sh are  o f  th e  blame:

Many of th e  people are sad ly  i n d i f f e r e n t  concerning educa
t io n a l  n a t t e r s ,  not caring w hether "sch o o l keeps or n o t ." .  . . 
U n ti l  the  people a t t a in  tru e  a p p re c ia t io n  o f how much th e i r  
i n t e r e s t s ,  d u tie s  and . . . r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  [a re ]  involved in

I b id .

S .C .,  Second Annual Report o f th e  S ta te  Superin tendent of 
Education. 1869-1870. [by Ju s tu s  K. J i l l s o n ]  (Columbia: n .p . ,  1870), 24.
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the  cause o ^ e n e r a l  e d u catio n , th e  e n te rp rise  w il l  la c k  l i f e
and s p i r i t .

In  s p i te  o f th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  however, school con tinued . For th a t 

year 3 eau fo rt County rep o rted  t h a t  1,771 b lacks had been e n ro l le d ,  950 

o f whom were male and 821 of whom were fem ale . In C harleston  County 

th e re  were 4,068 b lack  s tu d e n ts , 2,011 o f whom were male and 2 ,057 of 

whom were f ema le .  The re tu rn s  fo r  Georgetown County were incom plete , 

but a t o t a l  black enro llm ent of 1,240 was g iv en.2‘*8 U n fo rtu n a te ly , 

C o lle ton  County was one of th e  four co u n tie s  th a t  did not send in  any 

f ig u re s ,  so no in fo rm ation  was a v a ila b le  fo r  the  r e p o r t .  J i l l s o n  did 

make changes in  both h is  rep o rt and the  tea c h e r  rep o rt fo ra  f o r  th a t  

y e a r. In  h is  r e p o r t ,  he d iscon tinued  th e  sep ara te  l i s t i n g s  o f  th e  

c o u n tie s ’ sch o o ls , and he d id not in c lu d e  th e  types o f schoo ls in  each 

county. For the  in d iv id u a l teach e r re p o r ts  although he did n o t include  

th e  in fo rm ation  in  h i s  o v e ra l l  r e p o r t ,  he added a request fo r  th e  

fo llow ing in fo rm ation :

1. No. o f Scholars in  A lphabet?
2 . No. o f Scholars in  S p e llin g ?
3. No. o f Scholars in  Reading?
4 . No. o f  S cholars in  W riting?
5 . No. o f  S cholars in  Mental A rithm etic?6. No. o f  Scholars in  W ritten  Arithm etic?
7 . No. o f  Scholars in  Geography?8. No. o f  Scholars in  E nglish  Grammar?
9 . No. o f  Scholars in  H istory?

10. No. o f S cholars in  h ig h er branches?
11. No. o f  Scholars not Absent?
12. No. o f  Scholars not Tardy?

(See Appendix D fo r  a  com pilation  of f ig u re s  fo r  the d esig n a ted  c o a s ta l  

co u n tie s  and th e  c i t y  o f C harleston  fo r  th e  school years ending 1872- 

1899.)

227 I b id . ,  25-27. 228 I b id . ,  20.
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Q uite  a few in d iv id u a l re p o r ts  su rv ived  f ro a  th a t  y ear, more, in

f a c t ,  th an  d id  f ro a  any o th er year in  th e  1800s. A study was na.de of 
229those rep o r ts '"  in  order to  draw a p r o f i le  o f  the  average b lack  school 

o f th o se  whose re p o r ts  su rv ived . For C h arle s to n  County, re p o r ts  su r

vived f o r  f o r ty - th re e  schools th a t  were fo r  b lack  s tu d en ts . In  th e  

average school o f  those f o r ty - th re e  sc h o o ls , one teacher taugh t f i f t y -  

seven s tu d e n ts ,  f iv e  of whoa were under s ix  y ea rs  o f age, e ig h t o f  whoa 

were over s ix te e n  years of age, and fo r ty - fo u r  o f  whoa were aged s ix  to  

s ix te e n .  As fo r the su b jec t a re a s :  T h irte e n  s tu d e n ts  were stu d y in g  

th e  a lp h a b e t; th ir ty -se v e n  were in  s p e ll in g ;  th ir ty -o n e  were in  read in g ; 

fo u rteen  were in  w ritin g ; f i f te e n  were in  a e n ta l  a rith m e tic ; f iv e  were 

in  w r i tte n  a r i t h e a t ic ;  s ix  were in  geography; one was in  E nglish grammar; 

one was in  h is to r y ,  and none were s tu d y in g  in  th e  higher b ranches.

R eports  surv ived  for t h i r ty - th r e e  b lack  schools in  B eaufort County- 

In  the  average school of those t h i r ty - th r e e  sch o o ls , one teach er 

in s t r u c te d  a t o t a l  of f i f ty - s ix  s tu d e n ts ,  two o f  whoa were under s ix ,  

th re e  o f  when were over s ix te e n , and f i f ty - o n e  o f  whoa were aged s ix  to  

s ix te e n .  For th e  su b jec t a re a s : F i f te e n  s tu d e n ts  were in  the  a lp h a b e t ,

th ir ty - o n e  were in  sp e ll in g ;  th ir ty - tw o  were in  reading; s ix te e n  were in

229 These re p o r ts  were ob tained  f ro a  th e  South Carolina Department 
o f A rchives and H isto ry  (Education: I I I /2 3 / l /2 a - 5 a ) .  For the  school
re p o r t  f ig u r e s ,  th e  follow ing q u a l i f ic a t io n s  must be considered:
1. The r e p o r ts  a re  only those th a t  su rv iv e d , n o t n ecessa rily  th o se  f ro a  
a l l  sc h o o ls ; 2 . Two types of re p o r ts  were in  use  fo r the school year 
1869-70, y e a rly  and monthly, and both ty p es  were included in  th e  su rv iv 
ing  r e p o r t s ;  3 . The schools them selves were opened in te rm it te n tly ,  some 
f o r  a  few m onths, o th ers  fo r  s e p a ra te  f a l l  and sp rin g  sess io n s ; i .  A 
few sch o o ls  in  each county were fo r  s tu d e n ts  of both races , bu t a o s t  of 
those sch o o ls  were a c tu a lly  a tten d ed  by b lack  s tu d en ts  only; 5 . The 
r e p o r ts  fo r  C harleston  County did n o t in c lu d e  any fro a  the fo u r c i t y  
sch o o ls ; and 6. F igures given have been rounded o f f .
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w ritin g ;  s ix te e n  were in  a e n ta l a r i th m e t ic ;  seventeen were in  w r i tte n  

a r i th m e tic ;  tw elve were in  geography; one was in  English grammar, and 

none were in  h is to r y  o r the h ig h er b ran ch es .

E ighteen  r e p o r ts  fo r b lack sch o o ls  in  Georgetown County su rv iv ed .

Of those s c h o o ls ,  the  average one had one tea c h e r and a t o t a l  o f  se v en ty - 

one s tu d e n ts ,  w ith  th re e  under s ix  y e a rs  of age , three over s ix te e n  years  

of age, and s ix ty - f iv e  aged s ix  to  s ix te e n .  In  the su b jec t a re a s :

Twelve were s tu d y in g  the  a lp h ab e t; fo rty -se v p  i were in  s p e ll in g ;  t h i r t y  

were in  re a d in g ; ten  were in  w r i tin g ;  e ig h ' were in  a e n ta l a r i th m e tic ;  

e ig h t were in _ w r it te n  a rith m e tic ; f iv e  were in  geography; two were in  

E nglish g ramma r ,  and none were in  h i s to r y  o r th e  higher branches.

For C o lle to n  County, re p o r ts  fo r  t h i r te e n  black schools su rv iv ed .

Of those  t h i r t e e n ,  th e  average school had one teacher and a  t o ta l  o f  

f i f t y  s tu d e n ts ,  o f  whom fiv e  were under s ix ,  fou r were over s ix te e n ,  and 

fo rty -o n e  w ere aged s ix  to  s ix te e n . In  th e  su b je c t a reas : Nine were in

the a lp h a b e t;  th ir ty -se v e n  were in  s p e l l in g ;  tw enty-nine were in  read in g ; 

twelve were i n  w r itin g ;  twenty were in  m ental a rith m e tic ; th i r te e n  were 

in  w r i tte n  a r i th m e t ic ;  s ix  were in  geography; four were in  E ng lish  gram

mar; th re e  were in  h is to ry , and two w ere in  th e  higher branches.

J i l l s o n  con tinued  as the head o f th e  South Carolina schoo ls through 

the school y e a r  1875-76. At th a t  tim e , R econstruction  was coming to  an 

end, and th e  p u b lic  school system had grown considerab ly . The c i t y  of 

C harleston  had 5 p u b lic  schoo ls, w ith  89 te a c h e rs  and 6,142 s tu d e n ts ,  o f 

whom 3,056 were b lac k . The average number of months the schoo ls were in  

se ss io n  was 10. C harleston C ounty 's  121 p u b lic  schools were in  se ss io n  

an average o f  5 months (down from 7 th e  p rev io u s year) and employed 231
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teachers fo r  11,547 s tu d e n ts ,  7,622 o f whoa were b lack . Georgetown

County had 31 p u b lic  schoo ls th a t  were in  s e s s io n  an average of 6 .5

nonths. T h irty -fo u r  tea c h e rs  were employed fo r  3,844 s tu d en ts , o f whoa

3,166 were b lack . In  se ss io n  an average o f  4 .5  nonths, C olle ton

Comity’s  71 p u b lic  schoo ls had 73 te a c h e rs  and 3,162 s tu d en ts , 2,134 o f

whon were b lack . 3 e a u fo r t County 's s y s te a  had 113 public schools in

session  an average o f 5 .5  no n th s. One hundred and th ir te e n  teach e rs
230in stru c te d  5,818 s tu d e n ts ,  o f whoa 5,034 w ere b lac k . As J i l l s o n  

closed h is  l a s t  r e p o r t ,  he noted th a t  i f  " f a i l u r e  o f accoaplishnent has 

been the r e s u l t  [o f h is  e f f o r t s ] ,  such f a i l u r e  has cone fro a  lack  of

231a b i l i ty  and experience r a th e r  than  f ro a  want o f good in te n tio n s .

In 1881 th e  c i t y  of C harleston  issu e d  a  se p a ra te  rep o rt on i t s  

schools. Of th e  f iv e  pu b lic  sc h o o ls , two were fo r  b lacks. M orris 

S tre e t  School had a t o t a l  en ro llm en t o f 1 ,403 (646 males and 757 

f e a a le s ) ,  and Shaw Memorial school had 666 s tu d e n ts  (318 males and 348 

fem ales). The schoo ls were in  s e ss io n  from October through J u ly , w ith  

two weeks o f f  in  A p ril and one week o f f  in  December. The school day 

began a t  nine o 'c lo c k  and la s te d  u n t i l  two o 'c lo c k .

Among th e  p r iv a te  schoo ls in  C h arle s to n  in  1881 were se v e ra l th a t  

were fo r  b lac k s . A C ath o lic  school " a tta c h e d  to  S t .  P e te r 's  Church, 

Wentworth S tre e t"  had an enro llm ent o f  130 s tu d e n ts  and employed 2 

teach e rs . The Avery Normal I n s t i t u t e  in c lu d e d  448 students (167 males

230 S .C ., Eighth Annual Report o f  th e  S ta te  Superintendent o f 
Education, 1875-1876. [by J u s tu s  K. J i l l s o n ]  (Columbia: n .p . ,  1876),
368, 370, 374,
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and 281 fem ales), o f whom 148 were in  the normal d e p a rtn e n :, 154 were 

in  th e  in te rm ed iate  s e c t io n ,  and 146 were on th e  prim ary le v e l .  

W allingford  Academy's s e s s io n  was about 9 nonths in  le n g th , and the  

sc h o o l 's  enrollm ent in  th e  prev ious year was 548. The re p o r t  concluded 

w ith  th e  hope th a t  "May th e  day cone soon where . .  . every c h ild  in  the 

C ity  and S ta te  and th roughou t the  whole South, can f in d  en tran ce  in to  

th e  school-house, where a lo n e  he nay be aade a freem an. . . ."^32

Hugh S. Thompson, who assumed the post o f s ta t e  su p e rin ten d en t 

a f t e r  J i l l s o n  in  1876, con tinued  in  th a t p o s itio n  through the  school 

year 1881-82. In 1882 he noted th a t  the t o ta l  en ro llm en t o f both black 

and w hite  stu d en ts  in  th e  s ta t e  (145,974) was the la r g e s t  e v e r.233 For 

th e  designated  c o a sta l c o u n tie s ,  Charleston County had the  l a r g e s t  num

ber o f  public  schools (147) w ith  a to ta l  enro llm ent o f  14,129 s tu d e n ts , 

of whom 10,657 were b la c k . C o lle to n  County follow ed w ith  111 p u b lic  

sch o o ls  and a t o ta l  e n ro llm en t o f 4,050 s tu d e n ts , 1,854 o f whom were 

b lac k . Beaufort County had 65 pu b lic  schools w ith a t o t a l  enro llm ent of 

4,553 s tu d e n ts , 4,262 o f  whom were black. There were 44 p u b lic  schools 

in  Georgetown County w ith  a  t o t a l  enrollm ent of 2 ,197 s tu d e n ts ,  o f  whom 

1,785 were black. The c i t y  o f  C harleston , w ith  5 p u b lic  schoo ls (2 of 

which were fo r b lack s , a s  p rev io u s ly  noted), had a  t o t a l  en ro llm en t of 

5,904 s tu d e n ts , o f  whom 3 ,554 were black.234
The school year 1882-83 brought severa l changes, no t the  l e a s t  of

232 Courtenay, 8 -9 , 12, 16-17, 32.
233 S .C ., F ourteen th  Annual Report of th e  S ta te  S u p erin ten d en t of 

Education , 1881-82, (by Hugh S. Thompson] (Columbia: C harles A.
Calvo, J r . ,  1882), 7.

234 I b id . ,  66, Table  2 ( r . .p . ) .
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which were a new s ta t e  su p e rin te n d e n t, A. Coward, and the  c re a tio n  of a 

new county, 3 e rk e ley , from a  s u b s ta n t ia l  p o r tio n  o f C harleston  County 

and a re s u l t in g  s h i f t in g  o f o ther county b o rd ers . In  h is  opening n o tes , 

Coward r e c a p itu la te d  th e  enro llm ent f ig u re s  f ro a  186S-69 to  1882-83, 

and he c ite d  s  decrease  fo r  two o f th e  school y e a rs .  The 1876-77 drop 

of 20,689 s tu d e n ts  was "M anifestly  due to  the  i r r e g u la r i t i e s  and e x c ite 

ment in c id e n t to  th e  change in  the  a d m in is tra t io n  o f the  S ta te  govern

ment during th a t  y e a r,"  and the  1880-81 drop o f s tu d e n ts  was "Due to  the  

general f a i l u r e  o f c rops in  1881." For the  r e s t  of th e  y ea rs , he noted 

o v e ra ll  in c re a se s  ranging  from 6,224 (1878-79) to  35,608 (1869-70).235

Coward r ema in ed in  th e  o f f ic e  fo r  th re e  more y e a rs ,  and a t  the end 

of th a t  tim e he w ro te, " In  no p o rtio n  o f [ th e  f i e l d  covered by the 

Department of Education) a re  the  s ig n s  o f p ro g ress  more g ra t ify in g  and 

s tr ik in g  than th a t  occupied by the p u b lic  s c h o o ls ."  He noted , however, 

th a t  everyone did not support the  concept o f p u b lic  education . He found 

th a t  the  "o b je c to rs  and opposers" could be put in to  th re e  groups: Those

who were a g a in s t  the  system j u s t  on p r in c ip le ,  th o se  vho were a g a in s t 

the  system as an i n e f f ic i e n t  "n u isa n c e ,"  and th e  "most dangerous. . . . 

[c la s s  which] c o n ta in s  th o se  who a re  opposed to  th e  education  of the 

negro,— those who a s s e r t  th a t  he i s  a  ’deadhead' in  taxpay ing , and th a t  

i t  i s  wrong to  tax  th e  w hite people to  educate  him. . . ."236

235 S .C ., F if te e n th  Annual Report o f th e  S ta te  Superin tendent of 
Education, 1882-83. [by A. Coward] (Columbia: C h arles  A. Calvo, J r . ,  
1883), 7.

S .C ., E igh teen th  Annual Report o f the  S ta te  Superintendent of 
Education. 1885-86. [by A. Coward] (Columbia: C h arles  A. Calvo, J r . ,  
1886), 5 -6 .
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As fo r  th e  g a in s  aade in  che d esigna ted  c o a s ta l  c o u n tie s  and the 

rec e n tly  forced B erkeley  County, Coward showed th a t  Berkeley County led  

the o th ers  in  th e  nuaber of pub lic  schoo ls (169), th e  o v e ra l l  enrollm ent

(14 ,953), and th e  nuaber of black s tu d e n ts  (1 2 ,4 2 6 ). C o lle to n  County

had 120 p u b lic  sch o o ls  a t  which 4,739 s tu d e n ts  were e n ro lle d , 2,118 of 

whoa were b lack . 3 e a u fo rr  County's 74 p u b lic  sch o o ls  had a to ta l  

enrollm ent of 5 ,855 s tu d e n ts ,  of whom 5,430 were b la c k . The 55 public 

schools in  Georgetown County included 3,389 s tu d e n ts ,  2,727 of whoa were 

b lack . C harleston  County, although reduced in  s iz e  by th e  c rea tio n  of 

Berkeley County, now (a s  of 1882-83) included  s t a t i s t i c s  f ro a  the c i ty  

of C harleston  in  i t s  f ig u re s  and reported  16 p u b lic  sch o o ls  th a t  had a

to ta l  en ro llm en t o f  8 ,277 s tu d e n ts , o f  whoa 4,437 were b la c k .237
James H. Rice began as  s ta t e  su p e rin ten d en t in  1886. In  h is  re p o r t  

o f 1886-87, he noted  a d ecrease  in  t o t a l  en ro llm en t o f  8,949 s tudents 

from th e  p rev ious y e a r .  The decrease, he b e lie v e d , was due to  two 

fa c to rs :

For th e  yea r 1885-86 Berkeley County rep o r ted  an enrollm ent of 
14,953, w h ile  fo r  the  year 1886-87 th e  same County rep o rts  an
enro llm en t o f only  5,636. I t  i s  ev id en t to  t h i s  o f f ic e  th a t ,
in  c a lc u la t in g  th e  enrollm ent fo r  1885-86, th e  School 
Commissioner added together th e  en ro llm en ts  fo r  the  several 
months d u rin g  which the  schools were in  s e s s io n ,  and reported  
the sum a s  th e  t o t a l  enrollm ent fo r  th e  y e a r .  In  no other way 
can t h i s  e x tra o rd in a ry  f a l l in g  o f f  be accounted  f o r .  . . .  I t
should a ls o  be borne in  mind, in  t h is  co n n ec tio n , th a t  the

237 I b id . ,  114.
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sch o o ls  o f Georgetown County were c lo se d  by A c t.o f  the  
L e g is la tu re  du ring  th e  s c h o la s tic  y e a r  1 8 8 6 -3 7 .^ ^

By th e  end of R ic e 's  l a s t  te rn  (1889-90), he rep o rted  th a t  C olle ton

County had 145 p u b lic  schoo ls w ith  a  t o t a l  en ro llm en t o f  5,983 s tu d e n ts ,

2,917 o f whoa were b lack ; however, th e  average len g th  o f  th e  se ss io n  had

decreased  t c  2 .5  non ths. Berkeley County fo llow ed w ith  127 p ub lic

sc h o o ls , a t o t a l  enrollm ent o f  5,636 s tu d e n ts ,  a  b lack  enrollm ent of

4,639 s tu d e n ts ,  and an average te rn  o f 3 .3  n o n th s. The 82 public

sch o o ls  o f  3 e a u fo rt County had a  t o t a l  en ro llm en t o f  6,391 s tu d e n ts , of

whom 5,871 were b lack , and th e  average te r n  was 4 .5  nonths in  len g th .

Ceorgetown County 's 59 sch o o ls  included  2,826 s tu d e n ts ,  a l l  but 640 o f

whon were b lack , and th e  average number o f  nonths o f  th e  school te rn  was

3 .6 . C h arle s to n  County s t i l l  had 16 p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  but the  t o ta l

en ro llm en t had decreased to  6 ,405 s tu d e n ts ,  3 ,427 o f  whon were b lack .

The average len g th  o f a  te r n  was the  h ig h es t ev e r fo r  th a t  county a t  10 
239months.

The nex t s ta t e  su p e rin te n d e n t, V. D. M ayfield , h e ld  th a t  post fo r  

e ig h t  y e a rs .  In  h is  re p o r t o f  1893-94, he l i s t e d  th e  fo llow ing p r iv a te  

sch o o ls  f o r  b lack s  in  th e  desig n a ted  c o u n tie s : 3 e a u fo r t  County had

Beaufo rt P u b lic  School (fo rm erly  th e  B eaufort Normal and In d u s t r ia l  

School) w ith  an enro llm ent o f 312 and the  Penn Normal and I n d u s tr ia l

238 S .C .,  N ineteenth Annual Report o f  th e  S ta te  S uperin tendent of 
E ducation . 1886-1887. [by James H. Rice] (Columbia: C harles A.
Calvo, J r . ,  1887), 13. The Georgetown County sc h o o ls  were in  debt and 
they c lo sed  f o r  one year in  o rd er to  use th e  ta x  money c o lle c te d  to  pay 
o f f  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  d eb ts ; th e  t ru s te e s  planned to  run th e  schools on a 
cash b a s is  t h e r e a f te r .

239 S .C .,  Twentv-second Annual Report of th e  S ta te  Superin tendent 
of E du ca tio n , 1889-90, [by James H. R ice] (Columbia: James H. Woodrow, 
1890), 34-35 .
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School (form erly  Pena. School) with no e u ro l in e a r  f ig u re s  given; Berkeley 

County had none l i s t e d ;  Charleston County had th e  Avery Xornal I n s t i tu t e  

in  Che c i t y  o f  C h arle s to n  which, by t h i s  t i n e ,  had added a co llege prep— 

a to ry  department i n  which 25 stu d en ts  were e n ro l le d ;  no schools were 

l i s te d  fo r  C o lle to n  County, and Georgetown County had Howard Graded 

School, fo r  which no s t a t i s t i c s  o r f u r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  was given.

During M a y fie ld 's  t e r n  o f s e rv ic e , he gu ided  the  schools through 
241the  tu rb u len t P le ssy  v . Ferguson d ec is io n  th a t  s e p a ra te d  the s tuden ts 

by race, w hile a  " se p a ra te  but equal" e x is te n c e  nay have been the man

da te  of th e  c o u r t ,  th e  t ru e  s i tu a t io n  fo llo w in g  th e  d e c is io n  can be seen 

in  the  f ig u re s  fo r  Che average nuaber o f months b lack  schoo ls were in  

sess io n , the  nuaber c f  b lack  s tu d en ts  s tu d y in g  i n  th e  h ig h er branches, 

and the amount o f  aoney paid  to b lack  te a c h e rs .  By th e  end of the cen

tu ry , th e  (new) s t a t e  su perin tenden t, John McMahan r e f le c te d  the b e l ie f  

o f  many w hites when he wrote th a t " in  most c a se s  . . . [ th e  black] 

rece ives only a  u s e le s s  sm attering  o f  what he supposes i s  lea rn in g , and 

s u ffe rs  fo r  want o f  s u b s ta n tia l  knowledge, and e s p e c ia l ly  fo r  want of 

in d u s tr ia l  t r a in in g  and moral in s t r u c t io n ."  He proposed , th ere fo re , 

th a t

th e re  shou ld  be developed in  them an  a p ti tu d e  and pleasure in  
s k i l f u l  [ s ic ]  p hysica l la b o r .  . . .  We might l iv e  to see, in  
consequence o f t h i s  pub lic  ed u c a tio n , more trustw orthy  and

240 S .C ., T w en ty -six th  Annual Report o f  th e  S ta te  Superintendent o f 
Education. 1893-94, [by W. D. M ayfield] (Columbia: C harles A.
Calvo, J r . ,  1894), 64, 66, 82, 88, 94.

241
P lessy  v . Ferguson, 163 D.3. 537 (1896).
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capable  la b o re rs  on th e  f a r a ,  few er vagabond lo a fe rs  around 
c o u n tr g ^ to r e s  and railw ay  d e p o ts , and fewer th ie v e s  in  
tow ns.”

Although a  few en lig h ten ed  in d iv id u a ls  spoke a g a in s t th is  narrow , r a c i s t  

view o f th e  b lac k s ' c a p a b i l i t i e s ,  to  say no th in g  of th e i r  a s p ir a t io n s ,  

the  p o l i t i c a l  laa jo rity  held  f a s t ,  and th e  n in e teen th  century  ended w ith 

a se p a ra te  and very unequal s y s te a  of ed u catio n  fo r th e  G ullahs of 

c o a s ta l  South C aro lina  whose a n c es to rs  had cone so f a r  fo r so l i t t l e .

^  S .C ., I h i r t v - f i r s t  Annual Report o f  the  S ta te  Superin tenden t of 
Education, 1898-1899. [by John McMahan] (C oluabia: Bryan P r in t in g ,  1900), 
14-15.
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CHAPTER 5 

Summary

1700-1750

Along th e  co a st of South C aro lin a  during  th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry , 

l i f e  was easygoing and c a re fre e  only  fo r  th e  r ic h .  The w ealthy p la n te rs  

who f i r s t  s e t t l e d  th e re  had te s te d  th e  p la n ta tio n  system in  3arbados 

befo re  coning to  South C aro lin a , th u s  they  knew th e re  was coney to  be 

cade iro n  the  lab o rs  of o th e rs ,  and i f  th o se  "o th e rs"  ware s la v e s ,  even 

co re  ncney could cone from the  v e n tu re . I t  was in  th e  s la v e  owners' 

i n t e r e s t s ,  th en , to  m aintain a d o c ile ,  p l ia n t  s la v e  lab o r fo rc e .

Not n e c e s s a r ily  in  c o n tr a s t  to  th e  ow ners’ i n te r e s t s ,  b u t more a s  a 

ta n g e n t ia l  i n t e r e s t ,  was th a t  o f th e  Church o f England. R e lig io n , par

t i c u l a r l y  th a t  espoused by th e  Church o f England, was a p o ten t fo rce  in  

th e  l iv e s  o f th e  low country  p la n te r s ,  as  th e  m ajo rity  of th en  were from 

England. While th e  p la n te rs  might no t ag ree  w ith  a l l  o f th e  Church’s 

aims and p o l ic ie s ,  t ra d e  w ith England was v i t a l ,  and th e  Church o f 

England wielded a  s tro n g  in flu e n ce  over a l l  segments o f  so c ie ty  th e re . 

Thus, to  oppose th e  Church o u tr ig h t  was o u t o f  th e  qu estio n  i f  the  

p la n te rs  wanted th e  continued san c tio n  o f th e  k in g .

The ed u ca tio n a l e f f o r ts  of th e  f i r s t  f i f t y  y ears  o f th e  cen tu ry  

were a by-product o f the Church o f England’s  concern fo r  th e  so u ls  of 

hea th en s . Through i t s  o f fs p r in g , th e  S o c ie ty  fo r  the  P ropagation  of the  

Gospel in  Foreign P a r ts ,  the  Church se n t  m iss io n a rie s  to  th e  c o lo n ies  to  

a tte n d  to  the  s p i r i t u a l  needs o f th e  E nglish  c o lo n is ts  and to  save the  

In d ian s  and Negroes from damnation by c o n v e rtin g  them. As a  means of 

87
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ss
in s t ru c t in g  th e  f re e  Ind ians and s la v e s  r e l ig io u s ly ,  th e  m issionaries 

ca tech ized  then  and taugh t then to  read  th e  B ib le  in  o rd er th a t  they 

n ig h t be b e t te r  ab le  to  understand  th e  te n e ts  o f  C h r is t ia n i ty .

The p la n te r s ,  meanwhile, saw th e  s la v e s  not j u s t  a s  p ro p erty , but 

as p ro p erty  w ith  the p o te n tia l  to  rea so n . Those owners, th e re fo re , 

r e a l iz in g  th e  power of edu catio n , began to  r e s i s t  the  m is s io n a r ie s ' 

e f f o r ts  w ith  th e  s la v e s . To c o u n te r  t h i s  r e s is ta n c e ,  the  m issionaries 

taugh t the  s la v e s  th a t they must obey th e i r  c a s te rs  j u s t  as C h ristian s  

had to  obey Je su s  C h ris t , th e  M aster; and th e  SPGF? issu ed  sta tem ents to  

the e f f e c t  th a t  r e l ig io u s  and s e c u la r  i n te r e s t s  in  th e  s la v e s  were 

e n ti r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  and sep ara te  a s  f a r  a s  th e  Church was concerned. 

F in a lly ,  a law was passed in  1712 th a t  dec la red  th a t  conversion  did not 

equate freedom fo r  the  s la v e s .

A fter t h a t ,  m atters progressed  s lo w ly , w ith  th e  m iss io n a rie s  s t i l l  

try in g  th e i r  b e s t  and cany p la n te rs  s t i l l  r e s i s t i n g  a s  much a s  they 

cou ld . In  1739, however, a  s la v e  u p r is in g  led  the p o l i t i c a l l y  powerful 

p la n te rs  to  e n a c t l e g is la t io n  p r o h ib i tin g  th e  teach in g  of reading  or 

w ritin g  to  s la v e s .  D espite t h i s  r e s t r i c t i v e  1740 law , though, the SPG7? 

continued i t s  m ission , and in  1743 th e  S o ciety  opened a school fo r 

Negroes in  C harleston  w ith two Negro s la v e s  a s  tea c h e rs .

1750-1800

Although tremendous ga in s  in  b lack  education  were made along the 

co ast of South C aro lina  during  th e  f i r s t  h a lf  o f  th e  e ig h teen th  cen tu ry , 

the  second h a lf  was marked by a d ec rease  in  e f f o r t s  and a h a l t  a lto g e th e r  

b efo re  and during  the R evolu tionary  War. As the 1750s began, though, 

e d u catio n al e f f o r t s  were much th e  same a s  they  had been in  th e  l a te  1740s.
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The S o c ie ty 's  school continued to  p ro sp e r, w ith  about tv en ty  b lacks 

s u f f i c i e n t l y  in s tru c te d  each year to  "g rad u a te ."  The second s la v e  

s c h o o lte ac h e r , however, never l iv e d  up to  th e  ex p ec ta tio n s  of the  

S o c ie ty  and was ev en tu a lly  s o ld . The school i t s e l f  was closed in  1764 

due, o o s t  probably, to  a  combination o f causes r a th e r  than to  any one 

in d iv id u a l  reason: The s c h o o l 's  founder had d ied  in  1756; the  rem aining

s la v e  tea c h e r  died in  1764; a second p o te n t ia l  s la v e  teacher was never 

p urchased; the S ociety  was g rad u a lly  withdrawing i t s  f in a n c ia l  support 

i ro n  th e  p a rish e s  as th e  c o lo n is ts  became a b le  to  provide a s s is ta n c e ,  

and r e l a t i o n s  w ith England were becoming s tr a in e d ,  to  say the l e a s t .

A fte r  the  R evolu tionary  War, th ere  was an in c re a sin g  black  popula

t io n  composed o f both s la v e  and f re e  b lac k s . By 1790, p ro sp e rity  had 

brought w ith  i t  a sense of w ell-be ing  th a t  allow ed th e  white 

C h a r le s to n ia n s , e s p e c ia lly ,  to  give wide la t i tu d e  to  the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f 

th e  c i t y ' s  b lack s .

Because of th is  com placent atm osphere, th e  f r e e  persons o f c o lo r  

in  C h arles to n  were a b le  to  o rgan ize  th e  Brown Fellow ship  So ciety , th e  

c i t y 's  f i r s t  non-white benevolent s o c ie ty . Among i t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  th e  

S o c ie ty  educated i t s  members' c h ild ren , supported  orphans, and helped 

members' widows and th e  needy. I t  was but th e  f i r s t  of many s im ila r  

s o c ie t ie s  and the  beginning o f numerous ed u c a tio n a l o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  

th e  growing c la s s  o f people ca teg o rized  a s  f re e  persons of c o lo r .

1800-1850

The s p i r i t  th a t  began near th e  end o f th e  e ig h teen th  cen tu ry  

flow ered  during  the  e a r ly  p a r t  o f the  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry . While a few 

black  s la v e s  taught them selves to  read and w rite  and some were tau g h t so
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they could perform s p e c if ic  d u tie s  fo r  th e i r  owners, th e  v ast m ajo rity  

o f s la v e s  remained uneducated, -h a t  e d u catio n al o p p o r tu n itie s  th e re  

were fo r  b lacks a t  th is  time were fo r  f re e  persons o f c o lo r ,  and they 

made th e  most o f  th en .

Senevolent s o c ie t ie s  e s ta b lish e d  by f re e  persons o f  co lo r sprang up 

a l l  over C h arle s to n , and p r iv a te  sch o o ls  taugh t by b lack s  as w ell a s  by 

w hites were p rev a le n t during th e  f i r s t  f i f t y  y ears  of th e  cen tu ry . 3y 

1820 th e re  were over th ree  thousand f re e  persons o f c o lo r  l iv in g  and 

working in  C harles to n , and th a t  number was n early  doubled by 1830.

One of th e  teach e rs  of the  t in e  was h im self a  p roduct of a p r iv a te  

school in  C h arle s to n . For h is  s tu d e n ts ,  in  a d d itio n  to  rea d in g , w r i tin g , 

a r i t h e n t i c ,  h i s to r y ,  and e lo c u tio n , he taugh t geography, "map-drawing," 

E ng lish  grammar, d e sc r ip tiv e  ch em istry , n a tu ra l  ph ilosophy , d e s c r ip tiv e  

anatomy, Greek, L a tin , and French a f t e r  he mastered th e  su b je c ts  through 

s e lf - s tu d y .

The sch o o ls  su ffe red  a  se tb a c k , however, when the  1822 aborted  

C harleston  s la v e  u p ris in g  led  by a l i t e r a t e  f re e  person o f c o lo r  and the 

1831 V irg in ia  s lav e  re b e llio n  led  by a l i t e r a t e  s la v e  prompted th e  w hite 

South C a ro lin ian s  to  ban education  fo r  f re e  persons o f  c o lo r excep t when 

a w hite  person was p resen t during th e  in s t r u c t io n .  As a  r e s u l t ,  many 

but no t a l l  o f  th e  p r iv a te  schools c lo se d . That some schoo ls remained 

open i s  a t t e s te d  to by the  success s to r i e s  of s e v e ra l f re e  persons of 

c o lo r  who rece iv ed  th e i r  b asic  education  in  C harleston  in  the  1840s.

1850-1900

The uneasiness over the i n s t i t u t i o n  o f s la v e ry  caused th e  w hites o f 

South C aro lin a  to  focus th e i r  a t t e n t io n  on th e i r  Northern c o u n te rp a rts .
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During th i s  t in e ,  th e  f r e e  persons of c o lo r q u ie t ly  v en t about educating 

themselves and th e i r  c h ild re n .  I t  was not u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  C iv il War 

began th a t  education  fo r  both blacks and w hites was h a lte d .

In 1862 N orthern freednen  aid  s o c ie t ie s  were fo raed  in  response to  

a c a l l  fo r  help fo r  th e  f re e d  blacks in  th e  S outh . (One m issionary 

so c ie ty  was a lread y  in  ex is te n ce  and raerely re d ir e c te d  i t s  e f f o r ts . )

One of the  nost im p o rtan t th in g s  the s o c ie t ie s  s e n t  was teach e rs .

Beginning w ith th e  freedmen o f the sea is la n d s  o f  South C arolina , the 

teachers worked to  tea c h  b lacks the b a s ic s  to  p rep are  then  to  become s e l f -  

s u f f ic ie n t .

By 1865 th e  f e d e ra l  government had formed th e  3ureau of Refugees, 

Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands to  co o rd in a te  th e  p r iv a te  e f f o r ts  and to  

oversee the  management o r re tu rn  of Southern p ro p e r ty . Early th a t  same 

year, C harleston sc h o o ls  were reopened, w itn th e  f i r s t  one, the M orris 

S tre e t  School, having an i n i t i a l  enro llm ent of one thousand blacks and 

two hundred w h ites . In  th e  f a l l  of 1866 th e  schoo l was turned over to  

th e  c i ty  commi s s io n e r s  and became C h arle s to n ’s f i r s t  b lack  public school. 

The s ta te  re o rg a n iz a tio n  continued w ith the  c o n s t i tu t io n  of 1868, under 

which u n iv ersa l f re e  e d u ca tio n  became a  s ta t e  co n cern . Two years l a t e r  

th e  Bureau ended i t s  e d u c a tio n a l e f f o r t s .

The f i r s t  s t a t e  su p e rin ten d en t o f  education  under the  1868 c o n s ti tu 

t io n  issued  h is  f i r s t  r e p o r t  a t  the end o f the  1868-69 school year. In 

th e  designated c o a s ta l  a re a  (covered by th i s  s tu d y ) ,  he reported  th a t 

only two o f the fo u r c o u n tie s  contained p u b lic  s c h o o ls . Colleton County 

had no schools w hatsoever; Georgetown County had two p r iv a te  schools 

(one fo r blacks and one fo r  w hites); C harleston  County operated twelve
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sch o o ls , n ice  o f  which were fo r  b lack s ; and B eaufort County contained 

th ir ty - tw o  sch o o ls , t h i r t y  o f which were fo r  b lack s .

From a study made o f su rv iv in g  tea c h e r re p o r ts  from the  school y ear 

1869-70, the  average b lack  school o f  th o se  whose re p o r ts  surv ived  v a ried  

from county to  county . For C h arles to n  County, th e  school had one 

teach e r and f if ty - s e v e n  s tu d e n ts .  In  B eaufo rt County, the  school con

ta in ed  one teach e r w ith f i f t y - s ix  s tu d e n ts .  C o lle ton  C ounty 's school 

had one teach e r fo r  f i f t y  s tu d e n ts .  Georgetown C ounty 's school had the  

l a rg e s t  tea c h e r-p u p il r a t i o ,  w ith  one tea c h e r  fo r  seventy-one s tu d e n ts .  

In a l l  o f the  " p ro f i le "  sch o o ls , th e  m ajo rity  o f s tu d en ts  s tu d ied  

s p e ll in g  and read in g .

By th e  end o f R eco n stru c tio n , the  c i t y  o f  C h a r le s to n 's  5 p u b lic  

schools were in  se ss io n  10 months and were comprised o f 89 teach e rs  fo r  

6,142 s tu d e n ts ,  3,056 o f whoa were b lac k . The 121 p ub lic  schoo ls in  

C harleston  County were in  se ss io n  an average o f 5 so u th s  and had 231 

teach e rs  fo r  11,547 s tu d e n ts ,  o f whom 7,622 were b lack . Georgetown 

County had 31 p u b lic  schools t h a t  were in  s e ss io n  an average of 6 .5  

months and employed 34 tea c h e rs  fo r  3,844 s tu d e n ts ,  3,166 o f whom were 

b lack . In  an average se ss io n  o f 4 .5  m onths, C o lle ton  C ounty 's 71 p u b lic  

schoo ls had 73 tea c h e rs  and 3,162 s tu d e n ts ,  o f  whom 2,134 were b lack . 

With one teach e r fo r  each o f  i t s  113 p u b lic  sc h o o ls , Beaufort County 's 

system served 5,818 s tu d e n ts ,  o f whom 5,034 were b lack , in  a  se ss io n  

th a t  averaged 5 .5  m onths. Black p r iv a te  sch o o ls  a lso  grew during th is  

t in e .  In  1881, fo r  example, i t  was rep o r ted  th a t  the  c i t y  o f C harleston  

had th re e  b lack  p r iv a te  schoo ls w ith  a  t o t a l  enro llm ent o f over 1,000 
s tu d e n ts .
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Because o f a  reo rg a n iz a tio n  o f county l in e s  and the c re a tio n  of a 

new ccun ty  in  th e  e a r ly  18803, i t  i s  im possib le  to  compare county 

f ig u re s  f o r  an a c cu ra te  view o f th e  g a in s  made a f t e r  th a t  t i a e ;  however, 

by 1890 th e  d esigna ted  area  contained  over four hundred schools th a t  

served over tw enty-seven thousand s tu d e n ts ,  o f  whom over n ineteen  thou

sand were b lack . A few black p r iv a te  sch o o ls  continued  to  o p e ra te , and 

in  1894 a  re p o r t  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e re  were two in  3 eau fo rt County, one 

in  Georgetown County, and one in  th e  c ic y  o f  C h arles to n .

The 1896 P lessy  v . Ferguson d e c is io n  brought an end to  what l i t t l e  

n ix in g  of the  rac e s  th a t  had occurred in  th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls . A study of 

the schoo l f ig u re s  and te a c h e rs ' s a la r ie s  fo r  th e  n in e teen th  cen tu ry  

years fo llow ing the  d ec is io n  rev e a led , however, th a t  a d is p a r i ty  e x is ted  

in  th e  s e rv ic e s  to  and education of th e  b lack s  o f  c o a s ta l  South C aro lina , 

and th e  cen tu ry  c lo sed  w ith no change in  s ig h t .

Conclusions

1. What education  the G ullahs o f c o a s ta l  South C arolina received  

from 1700 to  1900 was the  outcome o f compromise. While no one so c ia l  

fo rce  c o n tro l le d  th e  ed u catio n al e f f o r t s ,  th e  re lig io u s /h u m a n ita ria n  

in te r e s t s  were s tro n g e r  than th e  e c o n o n ic /ra c ia l  i n te r e s t s ,  th u s  by the 

end o f  th e  n in e teen th  cen tu ry , a l l  b lack  c h ild re n  were le g a lly  e n ti t le d  

to  an e d u catio n .

2 . One o f th e  o ften  used arguments a g a in s t  educating  b lacks in  the 

e ig h te e n th  and n in e te e n th  c e n tu r ie s  was t h a t  they  were in capab le  o f 

understanding  complex id ea s ; i . e . ,  they were uneducable. Based on the 

accomplishments o f  th o se  who were tau g h t du ring  t h i s  perio d , one can
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reasonably conclude th a t  the  blacks s u f f e re d  from a lack  of e d u ca tio n a l 

o p p o r tu n itie s ,  n o t a lack  o f i n te l le c tu a l  a b i l i t i e s .

Recommendations

1. One o f  the  major a r t i c l e s  used f o r  in fo rm atio n  in  th is  study  

was w r itte n  in  1927 by C. W. 3 im ie  fo r  th e  Jo u rn a l o f Negro H is to ry .

The m a te ria l  p resen ted  in  h is  work cane f r o a  "fam ily  records and papers" 

of a number o f in d iv id u a ls .  Rather than  u s in g  fo o tn o tes  for s p e c i f ic  

c i t a t io n s  from th i s  m a te r ia l,  3 irn ie  grouped th e  in d iv id u a ls ’ names 

to g eth er in  an in fo rm a tio n a l foo tno te  a t  th e  beginning ot the a r t i c l e .  

The fo o tn o te  read :

I  am g re a t ly  indebted to  th e  fo llo w in g  persons fo r  inform a
t io n  given and fo r  access to  fam ily  reco rd s  and papers: Miss
Kate Holloway; Miss Jennie  Weston, a  granddaughter of Thos. 
Bonneau; Mrs. Louise Bonneau Holmes; Mrs. Catherine Winslow, 
now deceased; Mrs. Rebecca O liv e r ;  Mrs. Amelia E lliso n , now 
deceased; Miss Rebecca V anderhorst, a  n iece  o f Mr. Wm. 
F e r re t te ;  Rev. Nathaniel Spencer; Rev. J .  B. M iddleton, now 
deceased; and Mr. Richard B irn ie ,  S r .

Mrs. Stomer was my m aternal great-g randm other. Henry F ro s t  
was my m aternal g ran d fa th e r.

To d a te ,  B irn ie  has supplied  more names and f a c ts  about the  b lack  

p r iv a te  sch o o ls  and th e  school tea c h e rs  f o r  f r e e  persons of co lo r  in  

C harleston  from 1800 to  1860 than has anyone e l s e ;  in  fa c t ,  he i s  w idely  

quoted and c i t e d .

An a tte m p t should  be made to  t ra c e  th e  in d iv id u a ls ,  th e i r  descen- 

d en ts , o r t h e i r  h e ir s  to  lo ca te  th e  " fam ily  rec o rd s  and papers" th a t  

were used by 3 i m i e .  I f  th e  documents can be found, a system atic  s tu d y  

should be made o f them and the  documents them selves compiled fo r  

p u b lic a tio n .

2. Much a t te n t io n  has been given in  r e c e n t  years  to the s ta t e  o f
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education in  t h is  country; however, an  in -d ep th  progress re p o r t  based on 

a t a  i ro n  th e  n ineteen th  cen tu ry  has n o t been made. I t  would be in s t r u c 

tive fo r  a cooparison  to  be made based on education one hundred years  

ip a r t , i . e . ,  a s tu ay  made o f th e  e d u c a tio n a l s itu a tio n  in  1886 con

tra s ted  w ith  th a t  in  the sane p lace  in  1986, fo r  in s ta n c e . Such a  study 

ligh t in c lu d e  number of tea c h e rs  c e r t i f i e d  and th e ir  q u a l i f ic a t io n s ,  

percentage o f th e  population aged s ix  to  eighteen  years e n ro l le d ,  school 

:o n d itio n s , percentage of s tu d e n ts  com pleting elementary g rad e s , p e r-  

:entage o f  s tu d e n ts  completing high  sc h o o l, average number o f  s tu d e n ts  

:o one te a c h e r,  average number of s tu d e n ts  to  one school, and average 

lumber o f  months the  schools were in  s e ss io n .

3 . W ithin th e  l a s t  s ix  m onths, a  re p o r t  surfaced th a t  in d ic a te d  

:hat a predom inantly black school in  one of South C aro lin a’s c o a s ta l  

:o u n tie s  had not received an equal sh a re  of funding over an ex tended 

>eriod o f tim e . While such a d i s p a r i ty  was evident in  1898-99 in  th a t  

jame coun ty , one would expect t h a t  an en ligh tened  c i t iz e n ry  would ensure  

:h a t such a  s i tu a tio n  did not happen today . A study should be made of 

South C aro lin a  c o a s ta l  school system s t h a t  include predom inantly  black  

schools to  determ ine to  what e x te n t  d isc r im in a tio n  in  e d u c a tio n a l s e r 

vices e x is t s  a t  t h i s  tin e  and how th a t  d iscrim ination  compares w ith  th a t  

lu rin g  th e  school year 1898-99.
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3 e a u f o r t  C o u n ty

Year

No. of 
Public 
Schools

No. o f  
31ack 

T eachers

So. o f 
White 

Teachers

No. o f  
Black 

P upils+

No. o f 
White 

? u p ils+

Average No.
Months 

in  Session

1869 32 1 36 2,075 57 N/R
1870 S/R N/R N/R 1,771 214 S/R
1871 55 44 29 3,317 117 7.0
1872 67 24 58 2,327 504 7.0
1873 116 57 67 4,460 740 6.0
1874 127 60 75 4,754 1,058 8.0
1875 108 56 51 5,290 572 5 .0
1876 113 49 64 5,034 784 5.5
1877 73 43 31 4,359 551 4 .0
1878 101 52 45 4,545 660 4 .0
1879 59 45 21 3,893 166 3.5
1880 59 39 20 3,762 221 3.25
1881 62 47 16 4,021 157 4.5
1882 65 49 16 4,262 291 4 .8
1883 69 51 18 4,593 338 5 .0
1884 70 55 15 4,740 368 5.1
1885 76 63 13 5,229 446 4.8
1886 74 59 15 5,430 425 5.0
1887 88 67 16 5,762 437 4.9
1888 81 63 18 5,849 501 4 .3
1889 81 64 18 5,359 512 4.3
1890 82 65 18 5,871 520 4.5
1891 85 67 18 6,776 530 4.5
1892 85 64 18 5,873 516 4.5
1893 85 64 18 5,868 527 4.5
1894 85 64 20 5,885 550 4.5
1895 85 69 18 3,114 302 3.5
1896 85 62 17 3,517 717 3.25
1897 85 83 20 3,874 451 4.0
1898 85 53 17 5,442 449 7/7.5*
1899 110 68 19 5,132 693 3.5 /7 .65*

+ Fron 1870 on R eports include s tu d e n ts  aged 6-18 years only.

N/R -  Ho re tu rn
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B e r k e l e y  C o u n ty

Year

No. of  
Public 
Schools

No. o f  
Black 

Teachers

No. o f  
White 

Teachers

Ho. o f  
Black 

Pupils+

No. of 
White 

Pupils+

Average No.
Months 

in  Session

1883 128 77 51 16,716 2,295 3.0
1884 122 72 47 12,302 1,735 2.2
1885 168 119 48 12,155 2,302 2.75
1886 165 115 54 12,426 2,527 3.0
1887 127 78 49 4,639 997 3.3
1888 131 80 51 4,708 1,086 4.0
1889 131 80 50 4,768 1,128 4 .5
1890 127 78 49 4,639 997 3.3
1891 125 73 54 4,638 1,085 3.25
1892 134 95 46 5,540 1,286 4.75
1893 134 95 46 5,540 1,286 4.75
1894 134 95 46 5,615 1,515 4.0
1895 139 89 77 5,763 1,511 N/R
1896 139 58 66 3,090 1,443 1 .8 5 /2 .03*
1897 139 66 56 3,328 1,370 2.08 /2 .25*
1898 139 66 53 3,595 1,364 4.0
1899 116 66 54 3,839 1,721 3 .33 /4 .35*

+ From 1870 on Reports include students aged 6-18 years only.

N/R -  No re tu rn  

* Black/W hite
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C h a r l e s t o n  C o u n ty

Year

So. o f  
Public  
Schools

So. of 
Black 

Teachers

So. o f  
White 

Teachers

So. o f  
Black  

Pupils*-

So. o f  
White 

?upils+

Average So.
Jtonths 

in  S ession

1869 12 6 93 2,055 2,026 S/R
1870 S/R H/R S/R 4,068 2,231 S/R
1871 65 29 111 4,965 3,526 7 .0
1872 82 29 128 4,700 3,134 5 .0
1873 79 36 113 5,917 3,633 4 .0
1874 10S 60 134 8,518 3,894 7 .0
1875 127 80 144 7,636 3,432 7 .0
1876 121 81 150 7,622 3,925 5 .0
1877 96 78 114 7,270 3,795 4 .5
1878 114 54 127 8,696 3,943 6 .0
1879 111 69 131 7 ,800 3,882 3.66
1880 138 26 151 10,197 4,343 5 .0
1881 145 91 148 9,165 4,000 5.25
1882 147 91 155 10,657 3,472 5 .5
1883 15° 12 101 4,158 3,718 6.33
1884 16 12 104 4 ,1 8 1 3,625 7 .6
1885 16 10 108 4,225 3,677 8 .2
1886 16 13 115 4,437 3,840 8 .6
1887 16 12 109 4,251 3,690 7 .7
1888 16 13 110 2,925 2,140 7 .5
1889 16 13 111 3,360 3,099 7.5
1890 16 13 111 3,427 2.978 10.0
1891 io 11 11C 3,373 3,196 8.75
1892 18 12 110 3,633 3,506 8.75
1893 18 13 110 3,461 3,579 9 .5
1894 18 7 106 2,953 2,545 9 .0
1895 18 8 106 3,247 2,687 S/R
1896 18 28 127 5,362 3.459 2 .8 5 /4 .3 3 *
1897 .18 42 133 7,807 3,590 4 .5 /5 *
1898 18 44 121 7,612 4,525 6 .5 /7 .2 5 *
1899 65 44 121 7,111 4,625 6 .6 5 /7 .5 4 *

-p From 1870 on Reports include stu d en ts  aged 6-18 years o n ly .

S/R -  So return

° Charleston County s p l i t  to  fora Charleston and Berkeley Counties. 

* Black/White
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C ity  o f  C harleston

Year

No. of  
Public  
Schools

No. of  
Black 

Teachers

No. o f  
White 

Teachers

No. o f  
3 lack  

Pupils-*-

No. o f  
White 

Pupils+

Average No.
heaths 

in  Session

1869 N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R
1870 4 N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R
1871 4 N/R N/R 1,746 3,322 9
1872 4 0 67 1,436 2,534 6
1873 4 0 72 1,930 3,236 10
1874 4 0 75 2,221 3,291 10
1875 5 s 79 3,062 3,008 10
1876 5 10 79 3,056 3,086 10
1877 5 10 79 3,233 1 i£2 10
1878 5 9 SI 3,947 3,33^ 10
1879 5 q 81 3,586 3,189 10
1880 5 6 85 3,753 3,531 10
1881 5 5 86 3,280 3,056 10
1882 5 4 88 3,554 2,350 10

+ Fron 1870 on Reports include stu dents aged 6-18 years only.

N/R -  Ho return
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C o l l e t o n  C o u n ty

Year

No. of 
Public 
Schools

No. of 
Black 

Teachers

So. o f  
White 

Teachers

No. o f  
Black 

?upils+

No. o f  
White 

Pupil S-r

Average No.
Months 

in Session

1869 S/R N/R X/R N/R X/R N/R
1870 N/R N/R N/R N/R S/R N/R
1871 61 42 45 2,301 583 9 .0
1872 51 21 32 1,756 565 7.0
1373 63 34 36 2,686 771 6.0
1874 N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R
1875 92 41 66 2,647 1,121 4 .0
1876 71 29 44 2,134 1,028 4.5
1877 59 22 32 1,097 1,104 3.0
1878 89 21 71 1,851 1,227 3.0
1879 110 31 79 1,841 1,633 2.5
1880 109 31 79 1,981 1,709 3 .0
1881 112 52 54 1,787 1,176 3.5
1882 111 50 63 1,854 2,196 4 .5
1883 113 50 63 2,200 1,490 3.0
1884 113 58 55 2,278 1,384 3.5
1885 124 34 90 2,061 2,471 3.0
1886 120 42 61 2,118 2,621 3.5
1887 133 31 68 2,249 2,754 3.0
1888 127 34 62 2,249 2,776 3.0
1889 154 LL 86 3,437 2,923 3.7
1890 145 44 86 2,917 3,066 2 .5
1891 124 43 41 2,838 2,441 3.0
1892 128 55 60 3,072 2,681 3.0
1893 128 57 59 3,106 3,775 3.0
1894 128 57 57 3,137 2,780 5.0
1895 131 28 43 3,227 2,920 3 .0
1896 131 48 116 3,394 3,443 3/5*
1897 131 64 114 3,292 3,241 2/4*
1898
1899

131 17 69 2,388 2,385 2 .3 /3 .35*

+ Fron 1870 on Reports include students aged 6-18 years only.

N/R -  No return  

* Slack/W hite
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G e o rg e to w n  C o u n ty

Year

No. o f  
Public  
Schools

No. of  
Black 

Teachers

No. o f  
White 

Teachers

No. o f  
Black 

?upils+

No. o f  
White 

Pupils+

Average So.
Months 

in  Session

1869 s / a N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R
1870 N/R N/R N/R 1,240 104 S/R
1871 45 11 13 855 160 6.0
1872 15 9 12 71S 105 6.0
1873 18 9 11 1,092 178 6.0
1874 30 20 16 1,919 424 5 .0
1875 34 21 15 1,963 622 6.0
1876 31 20 14 3,166 678 6.5
1877 40 29 14 1,920 251 4.5
1878 31 20 14 1,119 459 1 .0
1879 52 30 26 1,802 620 4.66
1880 56 26 24 1,786 520 3.66
1881 53 35 17 1,773 428 4 .0
1882 44 20 16 1,785 412 4.5
1883 50 37 17 1,946 367 4.33
1834 51 39 17 2,145 438 4.5
1385 53 40 17 2,549 582 4 .0
1886 55 44 22 2,727 662 3.55
1887 N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R
1888 57 43 22 2,084 735 4.3
1889 57 44 21 2,119 622 4.4
1890 59 45 22 2,189 640 3.6
1891 60 26 23 2,376 772 4.8
1892 60 34 26 2,430 820 4.88
1893 60 31 26 2,372 755 5.0
1894 60 51 34 2,478 884 4.0
1895 60 47 28 2,609 973 4.22
1896 60 48 31 2,665 l r001 4.33
1897 60 55 31 2,715 1,040 5.11
1898 60 51 29 2,781 1,085 6.0
1899 75 50 36 3,073 1,167 4 .86 /5 .19*

+ From 1870 on Reports include students aged 6-18 years only.

N/R -  No re tu rn  

* Black/W hite
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NUMBER OF STUDENTS 

STUDYING IN THE SUBJECT AREAS

1870-1899
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B e a u fo r t  County

Y ear 
Ending

1870 788 1 ,187 1,197 566 488 215 391 67 9 0
1871 742 2 ,6 9 2 2,712 899 3 ,4 3 9 380 3 ,434 275 19 0
1872 412 2,071 2 ,0 6 3 1,417 1 ,4 1 3 849 1,035 328 303 32
1873 1 ,489 3 ,1 7 3 3,173 2 ,6 6 8 5 ,2 0 0 2 ,604 2 ,3 9 8 1 ,0 8 9 567 278
1874 1 ,655 3,391 3,497 2 ,893 5 ,724 2 ,7 8 3 2 ,4 9 8 1,473 590 293
1875 1,461 3 ,926 3,531 2 ,0 3 6 2,187 1,356 1,157 436 402 35
1876 1,161 3,971 3,580 2,135 2,0 6 7 1,329 1,406 468 376 80
1B77 720 2,531 2 ,367 1,605 1 ,4 2 3 939 954 320 306 40
1878 974 3,542 3,104 2 ,518 1,764 1,364 1,174 479 391 86
1879 998 2 ,5 1 8 2 ,2 6 6 1,844 1 ,2 9 8 999 899 233 270 71
1880 1,125 2 ,6 2 8 2,2 4 7 1,678 1 ,3 6 9 1,131 1,028 562 278 21
1881 1,047 2 ,631 2 ,3 1 0 1 ,803 1 ,4 7 6 1 ,3 4 0 1,126 619 376 24
1882 1,271 3,382 2 ,9 2 0 2 ,3 7 9 2 ,0 0 6 1 ,700 1,371 955 822 39
1883 1,351 3 ,5 8 0 3,051 2 ,547 2 ,3 6 9 1 ,836 1,498 1,124 1,022 49
1884 1,462 3,646 3,304 2 ,9 5 3 2 ,7 1 0 2,441 2 ,247 1 ,836 1,601 56
1885 1,492 4 ,1 8 3 3,661 3,349 3,147 2 ,8 4 3 2,641 2 ,1 8 3 1,981 67
1886 1 ,4 6 0 4 ,3 9 5 3,914 3,512 3 ,3 1 8 3,046 2,727 2,432 2 ,1 7 0 79
1887 1,717 4 ,4 2 8 3,907 3,507 3 ,1 3 0 2,8 0 3 2 ,519 2 ,1 0 0 2,131 46
1888 1 ,976 4 ,374 3,962 3 ,6 3 0 3 ,2 5 3 2 ,9 3 6 2 ,6 8 0 2 ,259 2 ,1 0 9 58
1889 1,984 4 ,3 8 6 3,979 3 ,652 3,261 2,94  2 2,691 2 ,2 6 9 2,112 72
1890 1,986 4 ,387 3 ,980 3,654 3,262 2 ,9 4 3 2,692 2 ,269 2,114 74

S.
C
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Year |  -h S 2  h |  8 |  S' A S  m I  C 3  ?!
EaJins t  3  3  a  I I  a s  & 3 ,0  2 -s a . a  u ®° P- U n) H d*H H H o Mm ui u Mm t \ >a >o

£ 9

1883 3 ,067 1 3 ,4 8 0 1 3 ,000 9 ,6 9 3 10,381 6 ,522 5 ,0 4 8 2 ,2 7 8 1,487 75
1884 2 ,481 10,432 9 ,3 7 9 6 ,9 3 0 7 ,531 4 ,9 9 0 3 ,268 1 ,261 877 172
1885 3 ,912 10,565 9 ,355 6 ,1 6 9 5 ,017 5,7 1 9 4 ,0 9 7 2 ,1 0 6 2 ,274 255
1886 4,,470 10 ,4 8 3 7,347 7 ,9 2 9 5 ,4 1 4 6,564 6 ,2 7 5 5 ,1 0 6 4 ,6 9 0 17
1887 1 ,053 4 ,5 5 7 3,944 2 ,9 6 0 3 ,2 0 9 2 ,1 5 0 1,3 9 9 602 557 68
1888 974 4 ,6 3 6 4 ,0 4 6 3,057 3 ,2 4 8 2 ,184 1,455 650 598 91
1889 1,,039 4 ,6 7 0 4,0 6 4 3 ,0 6 0 3,2 6 7 2,201 1,4 6 9 674 615 104
1890 1,,053 4 ,5 5 7 3,944 2,9 6 0 3,2 0 9 2 ,1 5 0 1 ,399 602 557 68
1891 9,,864 4 ,5 5 6 3 ,9 3 9 3,441 4 ,2 0 7 1 ,829 1 ,2 7 6 447 484 51 4 _
1892 906 4 ,7 0 9 4 ,2 0 0 3 ,507 3,374 2 ,192 1 ,4 3 5 862 528 170 679 146
1893 N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/H N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R
1894 992 6 ,0 9 5 5 ,3 4 9 4 ,6 8 1 3 ,7 2 7 3 ,289 2 ,4 4 0 892 627 275 625 384
1895 + 118 1 ,3 9 3 1 ,2 7 8 1,142 872 922 625 513 472 178 471 2 7 )

,078 4 ,1 2 6 3,834 3 ,125 3,057 2 ,1 5 8 1,108 479 372 129 486 270
1896 + 80 1,281 848 1 ,135 770 774 642 454 366 77 284 1610 447 2 ,6 4 3 2 ,0 7 8 1,759 1 ,6 5 9 1,535 948 44 3 238 10 284 139
1897 •f 80 1 ,2 5 0 1 ,1 2 9 1 ,145 832 801 577 292 219 92 131 500 491 2 ,8 3 7 2 ,617 2,17.5 1 ,984 1 ,5 2 5 667 264 207 43 223 138
1898 + 121 1 ,0 9 8 1 ,0 0 0 2 ,0 6 2 940 913 659 420 237 84 223 1480 574 2 ,7 1 2 2 ,5 9 7 2 ,2 5 3 2 ,1 6 6 1 ,589 973 627 586 44 602 475
1899* + 100 1 ,0 0 0 1 ,0 0 0 1 ,0 0 0 1 ,000 900 600 480 400 400 500 109

200 3,884 3 ,8 0 0 3 ,0 0 0 500 500 700 400 200 " 300 100

N/R -  No R etu rn  + W hite ° B lack  * Hot 1m ated
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•H -H t-i M
CO LI Ll M O■u n to to 4) a <u a  n ^

i  g  .3 a  8 3  B, °  S ’8 °  °
S  s. |  *2 2 2  s  ' S b "i-2 &B ° !S-«J to Pi »  i i  3  »•«« <3 M O  »  ffl 33 W V) W P. nj

Ending

1870 1 ,1 2 0  3 ,8 6 1  3 ,2 9 8  3 ,3 1 7  2 ,6 6 5  3 ,2 3 3  2 ,601  1 ,2 2 8  1 ,2 1 5  292
1871 798 2 ,0 1 6  1 ,875  805 751 379 365 106 103 63
1872 1 ,0 5 0  6 ,9 6 9  6 ,626  3 ,167  3 ,007  2 ,2 8 6  2 ,521  1 ,2 7 3  1,631 266
1873 1 ,2 6 9  6 ,6 9 6  6 ,6 3 8  6 ,2 9 6  5 ,0 6 5  6 ,6 9 1  6 ,261  2 ,1 6 5  2 ,6 6 8  209
1876 1 ,7 0 6  8 ,8 7 0  8 ,256  5 ,0 8 6  6 ,6 9 8  6 ,0 7 6  5 ,962  2 ,521  2 ,802  272
1875 1 ,3 6 3  8 ,7 9 0  8 ,0 9 8  5 ,317  6 ,5 2 8  6 ,066  6 ,011  2 ,7 2 3  3 ,168  329
1876 1 ,9 0 2  9 ,566  8 ,5 1 8  5 ,566  7 ,5 5 5  6 ,2 6 0  6 ,1 6 5  2 ,5 0 3  3,166 399
1877 1 ,8 3 9  9 ,2 9 5  8 ,7 2 7  5 ,606  8 ,0 1 5  7 ,177  6 ,337  3 ,3 3 6  3 ,192  623
1878 2,009 10,630 9,626 6,995 8,862 7,667 6,556 3,832 3,837 531
1879 2 ,0 2 8  9 ,766  9 ,351  6 ,3 1 9  8 ,3 3 7  7 ,311  7 ,2 7 3  3,356  3,221 659
1880 2 ,7 3 3  11 ,9 7 9  11 ,163  8 ,2 9 9  10 ,168  8 ,1 3 3  6 ,681  3 ,962  3 ,9 6 3  556
1881 2 ,1 1 5  11 ,1 9 0  10 ,606  9 ,081  9 ,7 0 6  8 ,0 5 0  6 ,9 8 2  3 ,828  6 ,6 8 2  866
1882 2 ,656  10 ,378  9 ,797  7 ,639  8 ,6 1 6  6 ,8 1 9  6 ,8 0 1  2 ,5 8 2  2 ,691  311
1883 363 6 ,3 3 5  6 ,6 2 6  3 ,7 1 6  3 ,8 0 0  6 ,0 3 6  3 ,2 0 0  1 ,7 9 6  2 ,3 3 9  686
1886 381 1 ,151  6 ,3 8 7  2 ,9 6 8  3 ,8 8 0  3 ,027  3 ,0 0 9  2 ,267  2 ,2 3 7  585
1885 606 1 ,2 6 3  6 ,6 9 6  3 ,0 3 3  6 ,6 1 5  3 ,165  2 ,9 5 0  2 ,3 1 8  2 ,3 0 8  597
1886 663 1 ,311  6 ,6 2 8  3,261  3 ,672  6 ,3 8 6  3,121  2 ,3 8 6  2 ,682  626
1887 563 1 ,681  5 ,6 0 2  3 ,6 6 3  3 ,7 6 1  5 ,3 0 6  3 ,6 7 8  2 ,9 2 5  3 ,332  762
1888 621 6 ,6 6 !  6 ,6 0 2  3 ,977  3 ,5 0 0  6 ,3 0 7  3 ,1 5 3  1 ,6 5 5  3 ,0 1 9  632
1889 690 5 ,3 1 0  5 ,1 1 7  6 ,0 1 8  6 ,3 0 2  6 ,6 5 0  3 ,2 1 9  1 ,7 3 6  1 ,953  566
1890 1 ,073  5 ,6 5 3  5 ,382  6 ,6 2 1  6 ,0 0 6  6 ,0 0 6  3 ,116  1 ,6 3 6  1 ,603  538
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Y ear
Ending

1870 N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R
1871 809 2 ,0 3 9 1 ,376 698 245 640 460 184 141 24
1872 369 1,811 1 ,575 984 1,192 841 181 233 131 18
1873 753 2 ,7 1 0 2 ,702 2 ,1 2 3 1,762 1 ,0 2 0 1 ,113 515 454 54
1874 N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R H/R N/R N/R N/R
1875 726 2 ,8 0 8 2 ,2 5 0 1 ,4 8 9 1 ,104 850 626 260 163 4
1876 434 2 ,3 9 8 1 ,7 7 0 1 ,157 1,131 772 660 302 175 33
1877 275 1,501 1,244 811 728 545 474 274 151 33
1878 493 2 ,2 7 3 1 ,6 7 3 1 ,212 1 ,0 7 0 761 655 379 303 41
1879 705 2 ,7 5 9 1 ,699 1 ,2 1 0 1 ,2 8 8 863 755 384 325 96
1880 677 2 ,574 2 ,394 2 ,1 9 9 1,482 1 ,1 1 5 903 801 795 110
1881 627 983 964 909 651 719 468 494 256 19
1882 853 2 ,804 2 ,1 1 0 1 ,613 1 ,9 4 0 1 ,375 1,082 955 '*95 167
1883 441 1 ,398 1,199 1 ,1 4 5 767 718 652 588 566 64
1884 846 1,447 1,412 1 ,283 1 ,1 9 2 1 ,194 934 964 589
1885 396 3 ,698 2 ,9 4 8 2 ,3 4 1 1 ,6 4 9 1 ,914 1,317 1 ,0 0 5 833 98
1886 368 3 ,261 3 ,004 2 ,7 5 8 1 ,632 1 ,793 1 ,0 8 9 866 792 67
1887 404 3 ,2 0 8 2 ,887 2 ,4 6 8 472 1 ,921 1 ,100 1 ,173 1,067 55
1888 372 3 ,317 2 ,944 2 ,8 9 0 705 2 ,015 909 1 ,0 1 0 2 ,042 58
1889 769 4 ,9 2 7 3 ,9 3 0 3 ,126 2 ,5 0 9 2,131 1,754 1 ,062 849 137
1090 616 5 ,167 3,792 3 ,184 2 ,272 2 , 149 1 ,676 1 ,055 896 180
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Black-VThi.ee S t a t i s t ic s  for the School Year 1898-99

No. o f  
Schools

No. of 
Students

Average 
No. of 

Students 
in  School

Average 
No. o f  

Students 
to  Teacher

Average 
No. of 

Months in  
Session

Beaufort Co.
Black 39 5,132 86.9 75.4 3.5
«h±te 16 693 43.3 36.4 7.65

Berkeley Co.
Black 65 3,839 59.0 58.1 3.33
White 51 i ,7 2 i 33.7 31.8 4.35

Charleston Co.
Black 43 7,111 165.4 71.1 6.65
White 22 4,625 210.2 71.1 7.54

Colleton Co.
Black N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R
White N/R N/R N/R N/R N/R

Georgetown Co.
1

Black 44 3,073 69.8 61.4 4.86
White 31 1,167 37.6

1
32.4 5.19

N/R -  No Return
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Education:

P ro fess io n a l
Experience:

P u b lic a tio n s , 
P re se n ta tio n s :
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VITA

E lizab e th  H oit-T hetfo rd

Date o f S i r th :  September 7, 1948
P lace  o f  B ir th :  Selma, Alabama
M arita l S ta tu s :  H arried

East Tennessee S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , Johnson C ity , 
Tennessee; speech , E ng lish , B .S .. 1972.

W illiam Carey C o lleg e , H a ttie sb u rg , M iss iss ip p i;
E ng lish , ed u ca tio n , M.Ed., 1982.

W illiam Carey C o lleg e , H attiesb u rg , M iss iss ip p i;
^ E nglish , e d u ca tio n , E d .S ., 1984.
East Tennessee S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , Johnson C ity , 

Tennessee; su p e rv is io n , a d m in is tra t io n , Ed.D ., 1986.

Teacher, S t .  John High School; G u lfn o rt. M iss iss ip p i, 
1972-1973.

Teacher, S ta rk v i l l e  P ub lic  Schools; S ta rk v i l l e ,  
M is s iss ip p i, 1974.

P ro je c t D ire c to r ,  M iss iss ip p i A rts Commission;
L o u is v il le ,  M is s iss ip p i,  1974-1976.

Teacher, S t .  M artin  Attendance C en ter; B ilo x i ,  
M is s iss ip p i, 1977-1984.

D octoral Fellow , E ast Tennessee S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ;
Johnson C ity , Tennessee. 1984-1986.

Adjunct F a c u lty , W alters S ta te  Community C ollege; 
M orristown, Tennessee, 1986.

Presen ted : 1976. Conference on V isual Anthropology,
P h ila d e lp h ia , Pennsylvania; "The S in g le  Weave and 
Double Weave Baskets of the  M iss iss ip p i Choctaas 
Demonstrated by I s b ie  Gibson"; v ideo tape  and 
d iscu ss io n .

E dited : "A Study Guide to  Accompany Him n Development 
Across th e  L ife  Span" bv Dr. Nancv Acuff (S t .  Paul* 
West, 1985).

E d ito r: Kappan E a s t , o f f i c i a l  n e w s le tte r  o f the  ETSU
chapter o f  Phi D elta  Kappa, 1985-1986.

E d ito r: Media M essage, o f f i c i a l  n e w s le t te r  o f the
Tennessee A udiovisual A ssoc ia tion ,- 1985-1986.

Photographs P u b lish ed : East Tennessean. 1985; South
M ississ ip p i Sun, 1976.
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Honors:

Pro fess io n a l
Memberships:

D o c to ra l Fellow ship, East T ennessee S ta te  U niversity ;
Johnson C it'- Tennessee 19S4-19S6.

Kappa D elta  P i ,  education honor s o c ie ty .
P h i D e lta  Kappa, education  honor s o c ie ty .

A sso c ia tio n  fo r  Supervision and Curriculum  Development 
Kappa D elta  Pi
N a tio n a l Council of Teachers o f E ng lish  
P h i D e lta  Kappa
South A tla n tic  Philosophy o f  Education  Society  
T ennessee Audiovisual A sso c ia tio n
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