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Introduction°. 
 
     The severe financial and economic crisis which affected the Greek economy and  its effects 
on the whole Eurozone economy have become the main topic in the agenda of the EU 
Governments, notably those of the Euro area, and of the international institutions.  
     Governments of the Eurozone and IMF recently agreed to provide Greece with enough 
financing to cover its refinancing needs for three years, while the Greek government commits to 
an additional tough austerity program. 
     At the same time Germany is the country of the Eurozone which has a large trade surplus with 
Greece and other Euro partners, hence strong trade imbalances occur within the Eurozone 
economy, which inevitably influence its growth path. 
      This paper aims at offering, through a game theory model of coopetition, possible solutions 
in a cooperative perspective for the divergent interests which drive the economic policies in 
Germany and Greece, but that affect all the economies of the Eurozone.  
      Germany is the country who has profited most from the Euro for the past 11 years, that is, 
since the start of the European Monetary Union, according to Adam Posen (2010) of the Peterson 
Institute of International Economics. As the benefits enjoyed by the German economy have been 
possible only in a cooperative economic system, our main aim in this paper is to analyze win-win 
arrangements among Eurozone countries that imply improvements in Germany’s domestic 
demand. 
      This work, however, does not analyze the causes of the financial crisis in Greece and its 
relevant political and institutional effects on the European Monetary Union and on the European 
Union. It focuses, instead, on the real aspects of the Eurozone economy. In particular it 
concentrates on stability and growth, which should become the central goals of the Eurozone and 
drive the economic policy of Germany, Greece and the other Euro countries. 
     Yet, we share the view that if the Eurozone economy likes to survive in the medium-long 
term, it will be necessary that its institutions must provide a crisis resolution system, better fiscal 
policy co-ordination (which should take in perspective towards a fiscal union) and policies to 
reduce intra-eurozone imbalances. Furthermore, the Eurozone should have a single European 
bond. 
      The paper is organized as follows: the first section examines the Greek crisis, its implications 
for the Eurozone economies. This part which focuses on Germany, the major economy of the 
Euro area and the biggest exporter, suggests a possible way out to reduce the intra-eurozone 
imbalances through coopetitive solutions within a growth path.  The second section explains the 
notion of coopetition through a short review of the literature upon it. In the third section David 
Carfì provides a game theory analytical framework of coopetition with two original models of 
coopetitive games applied to the Eurozone context, showing their solutions. Conclusions end up 
the paper. 
 
 
___________________ 
*David Carfì, Dept. DESMaS, University of Messina; Dept. Mathematics, UCRiverside (CA); 
** Maria Magaudda, Dept. DESMaS, University of Messina; 
*** Daniele Schilirò, Dept. DESMaS, University of Messina; Cranec, Catholic University of Milan. 
 ° The Introduction and section 1. of this paper are written by D. Schilirò, section 2. is written by M. Magaudda, 
section 3. by D. Carfì, Conclusions have been drawn by the three authors. 
We wish to thank Daniela Baglieri, Dario Maimone Ansaldo Patti and Albert E. Steenge for their helpful 
conversations and suggestions. 
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1. The Eurozone and the Greek crisis: a coopetitive solution? 
 
     The European Monetary Union (EMU) and the Eurozone economy started in 1999 with the 
introduction of the Euro. Over this decade the Euro area became a major economic region of 
relative stability with a  high per capita income, strong trade balance and a low inflation rate. The 
global crisis of 2008-2009, probably the worst for the world economy since the 1930s, hit the 
European economies severely. But above all the recent deep financial crisis of Greece, which 
was almost causing the default of its sovereign debt, determining financial instability throughout 
the European markets and the devaluation of the Euro, has revealed the contradictions that have 
been characterized the Eurozone economy and the Euro since their start. 
     The institutional setting of the European Monetary Union is featured by the European Central 
Bank which is independent from political pressure and which has an explicit mandate to preserve 
price stability. Moreover, the setting is characterized by the Stability and Growth Pact that 
guards against the emergence of public deficits and debt. Therefore the budget policy in each 
country of the Eurozone should be under control, even if in practice this is not so, because there 
isn’t a true and effective mechanism of enforcement in the Pact. Actually, the political and 
economic governance of the EMU has been criticized because of the fragmentation of economic 
responsibilities across member states, which determines the fragmentation of the Single Market, 
the lack of a central fiscal authority and the unclear role of EU institutions1. Consequently the 
Eurozone economy has a king (the Euro), but not a country, as Thomas Mayer wrote2. 
     The Eurozone economy is also featured by the presence of two countries which have a major 
and increasing political and economic role: Germany and France. 
Germany is especially considerd Europe’s soundest economy.  First of all, it accounts for about 
one-third of the Eurozone economy. Secondly, it is the world’s second-biggest exporter, but its 
wide commercial surplus is originated mainly by the exports in the Eurozone, that accounts for 
about two thirds. Furthermore, since 2000 its export share has gradually increased vis-à-vis 
industrial countries. Thirdly, its government has not allowed itself the extraordinary budget 
deficits that are threatening economies elsewhere on the continent, like Ireland, Italy, Greece, 
Portugal and Spain. Despite this positive records,  the contribution of domestic demand to real 
GDP from 1999 onwards in Germany has been weak. It is clear, from such a context, that the 
Germany’s growth path has been export driven. We do not discuss in this paper the factors 
explaining Germany’s increase in export share3, but we observe that its international 
competitiveness has been improving, with the unit labor cost which has been kept fairly constant, 
since wages essentially kept pace with productivity. Therefore the prices of the German products 
have been relatively cheap, favouring the export of German goods towards the Euro countries 
and towards the markets around the world, especially those of the emerging economies (China, 
India, Brasil, Russia). 
     Greece, on the contrary, is a country with a total population of 11 million and it represents 
2,6% of the Eurozone’s GDP. This country adopted the euro in 2001, then interest rates fell to 
near German levels, the lowest in the Euro area, fueling consumer spending and house prices. 

                                                 
1 The European Commission has recently proposed tougher rules to enforce fiscal discipline in the Eurozone and to 
set up a permanent crisis management mechanism to prevent sovereign debt disasters. The initiatives would 
represent the most significant advance in Eurozone economic governance since the Euro’s launch in 1999. Among 
the most important proposals is the idea that national governments should assess each other’s annual budgets in 
greater detail and much earlier than is now the case. The Stability and Growth Pact would be tightened so that more 
emphasis is placed on the need for governments to cut public debt. 
2 See Pisani-Ferry, Posen (2009), p.179. 
3 For an analysis of these factors see Danninger and Joutz (2007). 
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Since joining the Eurozone economy, Greece has lost competitiveness and because of that 
Greek’s unit labor cost rose 34 percent from 2000 to 2009. Thus, Greece relied on state spending 
to drive growth. With the outbreak of the crisis, debt in Greece has surged as in the other 
countries, but in 2009 Greece recorded a deficit/GDP ratio of 13.6%, higher of many of the 
countries belonging to the Eurozone. This has created deep concerns about its fiscal 
sustainability. Table 1 describes the deficit and the debt as percentage of GDP for the 16 
countries of  the Eurozone.                                               
 
                                                                              Table 1. 
 
              Deficit and the debt as percentage of GDP for the 16 countries of  the Eurozone in 2009. 
 
                                                 Deficit/ GDP                         Debt/GDP 
                                          (percentage values)               (percentage values) 
 
Austria                                         3.4                                         66.5 
 
Belgium                                        6.0                                         96.7 
 
Cyprus                                          6.1                                         56.2 
 
Finland                                         2.2                                         44.0 
 
France                                          7.5                                          77.6 
 
Germany                                      3.3                                          73.2 
 
Greece                                         13.6                                       115.1 
 
Ireland                                        14.3                                          64.0 
 
Italy                                               5.3                                        115.8 
 
Luxemburg                                  0.7                                           14.5 
 
Malta                                            3.8                                           69.1 
 
Netherlands                                 5.3                                           60.9 
 
Portugal                                       9.4                                           76.8 
 
Slovakia                                       6.8                                            35.7 
 
Slovenia                                       5.5                                            35.9 
 
Spain                                           11.2                                           53.1 
 
Euro Area                                      6.3                                          78.7 
 
Source: Eurostat 
 
     The table shows that nearly all the countries of Eurozone accumulated large deficit/GDP ratio 
in 2009. The average value for the whole Eurozone was 6.3%. While the average growth rate of 
real GDP for the 16 member countries was, in the period 2001-2009, 1.08%; in particular it was 
0.6% in 2008 and – 4.1% in 2009. This means that Eurozone’s GDP has been growing much less 
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than budget defict and public debt, thus growth must become again the primary goal for 
Eurozone countries without relying on public expenditure.  
     Greece has also accumulated a huge debt of about 310 billion euros, thus its financial 
esposition prevents the Greeek government to find capital in the financial markets; Greece, 
therefore, has become at risk of sovereign default. The countries of the Eurozone, after a period 
of uncertainty which raises the cost of the bailout, have decided to help Greece financially also 
with the support of IMF4. This financial contribution is likely to be given until 2012 and it will 
be very substancial5.  But tough austerity conditions are requested in return for the emergency 
loans, which are to be paid with interest rates below the market rates. The Greek government is 
required to take courageous and specific actions that will lastingly and credibly consolidate the 
public budget. First, to recover from the budget disequilibrium, Greece is expected to improve 
the primary balance of 10 percent of GDP over the next three years6. Moreover, the package 
includes measures to reduce the size of Greece’s public sector, cuts in public sector salaries and 
pensions, a rise in value added tax and other tax increases. It also includes measures to enhance 
competition in many sectors which are still protected; thus the country is expected to reduce its 
budget deficit from 13.6 per cent of gross domestic product to below 3 per cent by 2014. 
     However, although a restrictive fiscal policy and budget austerity are necessary, they could be 
insufficient for Greece to overcome its crisis. The austerity measures would probably hit hard the 
Greek economy, since its growth is expected to be negative for this year and the next year, 
making also the financial recovery more problematic7. Furthermore, exports are much less than 
imports, so the trade balance shows a deficit around 10%. Therefore, the emphasis should go to 
the real economy and growth must become the major goal for Greece as for the whole Eurozone. 
This would also help the adjustment process in Greece and other vulnerable countries. To ensure 
growth, Germany, which has spent less than its income and run current-account surpluses (like  
other surplus countries of the Eurozone, i.e Netherlands), should commit to stimulating domestic 
demand and relying less on exports to the Euro area. Germany, as Adam Posen from the Peterson 
Institute for International Economics underlined8, has benefited from being the anchor economy 
for the Eurozone over the last 11 years. In fact, it benefited most in terms of productivity growth, 
and has also enjoyed a wider and deep range of trade in the Euro currency than it had under the 
Deutch Mark. For instance, in 2009, during a time of global contraction, Germany has been a 
beneficiary, being able to run a sustained trade surplus with its European neighbours. Germany 
exported, in particular, 6.7 billions euros worth of goods to Greece, but imported only 1.8 billion 
euros worth in return. It is true that not only Greece has been living beyond its real economic 
possibilities as well as hiding the true figures of its public deficit until recently, but it has also a 
hursh problem of competitiveness. Clearly a policy which aims at growth in Germany, in Greece 
and in the whole Eurozone is more important, specially if we take a medium-long term 
perspective and if we consider that the rate of unemployment in the Euro area has reached 
10.1%9, the highest rate in almost 12 years. Another important aspect to highlight is that the 
European institutions, like the European Commission, the Ecofin and the ECB, together with the 
IMF have given perhaps too much emphasis at the financial aspects to solve the crisis. This 

                                                 
4 An agreement has been  reached on May 2nd, between the Eurogroup, the IMF and the Greek Government. 
5 The total sum given to Greece in three years should be of 110 billion euros. 
6 This is an  heavy task, but other economies like Lettonia and Hungary have succeded  in the recent past  with the 
help and the assistance of the IMF and EU. 
7 This view, of course, is not shared by the economists who believe that fiscal adjustments not always cause  
recessions (Giavazzi, Pagano, 1990; Von Hagen, Strauch, 2001; Alesina, Adagna, 2009). 
8 Posen (2010), see also Abadi (2010). 
9 Source: Eurostat. The figure refers to april 2010. 
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strategy, although necessary, could reveal itself not sufficient and short lasting. Despite the new 
huge rescue plan of 750 billion euros supported by the EU and IMF to avoid the contagion of the 
Greeek crisis to the whole Eurozone economy, the recent turmoil in the financial markets and the 
consequent weakness of the Euro seem to confirm - apart from the excesses of market 
speculation -  the poorly optimistic expectation of the financial markets on the future of the 
Greek economy and of the Euro10. In this context we share the view that a partial debt 
restructuring by the Greek government might become a sensible and realistic solution11.  
     We believe that a policy that aims at adjusting budget and trade imbalances and looks at 
improving the growth path of the real economy in the medium and long term in Greece, but also 
in all the other Euro economies, is the only possible one to assure a stable re-balancing of the 
Greek economy and the stability of the Eurozone. As we have already argued, German modest 
wage increases and weak domestic demand favoured the export of German goods towards the 
Euro countries. This is why Posen, as reported by Business Week on March 31, 2010, said that 
Germany should boost domestic demand and increase wages to ease the lopsided euro-region 
trade flows that restrict growth in economies like Greece and Portugal. Therefore he suggests a 
“win-win solution”12 for the Eurozone, which entails that Germany, which still represents the 
leading economy, should stimulate domestic demand, increase wages in its own country, so that 
to make its own people better off, and thereby ease some of the pressure on these Euro countries. 
In Posen’s proposal there is a clear suggestion to Germany to re-balance its trade surplus. Of 
course, we are aware that this is a mere hypothesis. After the Greek crisis, because of the turmoil 
in the financial markets, the German government, in fact, have decided to take austerity fiscal 
measures, which consists of a seven years plan of government budget consolidations of 70 
billion euros (10 billion euros for each year), based mainly on structural spending cuts to welfare 
payments and reduction in the public sector13. This plan, however, will also favour investment in 
education and research to improve Germany’s capacity to compete at a global level14. 
     On the other hand, Greece must fulfil the conditions of the agreement signed with the 
Eurozone Governments and the IMF for their financial help. For this reason it must implement a 
fiscal policy of government budget consolidations, with current spending cuts and tax increases, 
thus reducing its public and private debt. These changes in current variables (taxes, incentives, 
provision of public services) would probably also change the expectations about future fiscal 
policy15. In our opinion, to favour growth Greece must keep its wages and salaries under control 
and, at the same time, focus on investments and exports as the two main strategic variables to 
improve the structure of production and to shift the aggregate demand towards a higher growth 
path. However, aiming at exports for a country like Greece that has a low “Extra Euro Area” 
export share on GDP (about 4%) does not mean to rely on the external demand, for instance 

                                                 
10 Investors are looking for a credible plan that indicated public finances in Greece but also in whole Euro area could 
be kept at a sustainable level. 
11 See Mussa (2010) on the alternatives  of an immediate versus a later debt restructuring. 
12 A win-win solution is the outcome of a game which is designed in a way that all participants can profit from it in 
one way or the other. In conflict resolution a win-win strategy is a process that aims to accommodate all disputants. 
13 The German government’s plan is coherent with the view expressed in Von Hagen and Strauch (2001) about the 
quality and the success of fiscal consolidations and also with the so called “German view” based on changes in  
expectations about future fiscal policy (Giavazzi, Pagano,1990). 
14 Actually, Germany has been pursuing a strategy of competitiveness based on investments in technology and R&D 
on the one hand, and on industrial relations which are featured by cooperative behaviors between labor and capital 
on the other  since 2003. We believe that this cooperative attitude, which is an hallmark of German capitalism, can 
be also taken with respect to its Euro partners and the Greece in particular. 
15 Regarding the indirect positive effect on aggregate demand see Hellwig, Neumann ( 1987) that merge the 
Keynesian view and the expectations view or “German view” on budget cutting. See also Giavazzi, Pagano (1990). 
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through the devaluation of the euro, rather to follow an appropriate medium term strategy. In this 
medium term strategy, Greece should focus on innovative investments, specially investments in 
knowledge16, to change and improve its production structure and to increase its production 
capacity and its productivity, which is made possible by the structural change process. As a 
result of that its competitiveness will raise. An economic policy that focuses on investments and 
exports, instead of consumptions, will address Greece towards a sustainable growth and, 
consequently, its financial reputation and stability will get improved. This policy will also 
benefit the Euro and contribute to the stability of the whole Eurozone17. 
      In this paper we provide a new set of tools based on the notion of coopetition, that could be 
fruitful for the setting of the Eurozone policy issues. Thus we suggest a model of coopetitive 
games which intends to offer possible solutions to the partially divergent interests of Germany 
and Greece in a perspective of a cooperative attitude that should drive their policies. 
 
2. Coopetition and Game Theory. 
    
      The concept of coopetition has been devised following different theoretical approaches. 
Essentially the literature on coopetitive games has a microeconomic origin and has an important 
point of reference in the seminal paper of Brandenburger and Nalebuff (1995), who studied the 
strategic behaviour of firms applying some basic notion of game theory and elaborated their 
theoretical original concept of coopetition. They start their analysis considering firms as 
independent entities which are competing with other firms in a hostile market environment. In 
this competitive environment, each firm tends to choose a win-lose strategy following Porter’s 
strategy of competitive advantage18. Yet, Brandenburger and Nalebuff believe that the essence of 
business success lies in making sure you are playing the right game (1995, p.57). Firms realize 
that in their business relations there are times when you want to create a win-win situation. 
Brandenburger and Nalebuff suggest the term coopetition (a situation  in which the firm must 
cooperate and compete at the same time) to indicate a situation in which the firm thinks about 
both cooperative and competitive ways to change the game (1995, p.59).19  Under certain 
circumstances it pays for the firm to consider both cooperative and competitive strategies to be 
successful; in these cases you have coopetitive games. Hence, firms look for win-win solutions, 
as well as for win-lose ones. In this framework rules are very important, since they determine 
how the game is played by limiting the possible reactions to any action. Moreover, no game is an 
island, therefore games are linked across space and over time.  Thus coopetition, according to 
Brandenburger e Nalebuff, is defined as the set of two strategies: the first is a non-cooperative 
game that tends to a win-lose solution, that brings to a Nash equilibrium solution. The second is 
a cooperative game that tends to a win-win solution, that brings to a Pareto-optimum solution20. 
     Another approach to coopetition is that offered by Padula and Dagnino (2007), who, 
diffrently from Brandenburger and Nalebuff, define coopetition as the intrusion of competitive 

                                                 
16 Schilirò (2008). 
17 In this context ECB should facilitate the process of adjustment in Greece and in the whole Eurozone through an 
adequate monetary policy.  
18 This competitive positioning approach can be related more generally to the strategic positioning paradigm, which 
is concerned with the industry structure and the pursuit of generic strategies to achieve competitive advantage. 
19 Brandenburger and Nalebuff implicitly assume that the competitive environment is an oligopolistic market 
structure. 
20 It is important to consider both strategies, since the win-lose strategies often “backfire”, that is, they will go 
against you and they become lose-win or lose-lose. 
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elements into a cooperative environment, because of the partially divergent interests among the 
partners. For Padula and Dagnino coopetition represents the synthesis between the competitive 
paradigm (Porter, 1985) and the cooperative paradigm (Gulati, Nohria, Zaheer, 2000), a sort of 
integrative framework between the two, that should provide a more realistic representation of the 
interdependence among the firms. According to them, in a situation of coopetition you get a 
trade-off between the cooperative aspects and the competitive ones. Thus coopetition is a 
complex construct and it is the result of the interplay between competition and cooperation. To 
represent a coopetitive game we have to start defining a situation of pure competition, where the 
structure of interests is totally divergent, as we have to consider a situation of pure cooperation, 
where the structure of interests is totally convergent, coopetition  will be a solution that will be in 
between of these two ‘extreme’ points, so that it will determine a sort of “coopetitive matrix”. 
The game of reference must be the Pareto curve and its solutions, which are Pareto-optimum, are 
on this curve. However, Padula and Dagnino did not provide a game theory model of 
coopetition. 
     The term coopetition has also been used in other contexts (i.e. the analysis of industrial 
districts, Fortis, 2006)21. Sociologists also used the notion of coopetition to develop network 
analysis. 
      In this paper we suggest an original analytical framework of coopetitive games applied at a 
macroeconomic level to the Eurozone context worked out by David Carfì, with the aim to enrich 
the set of tools of macroeconomic policy in the Euro area. Our model of coopetition is closer to 
the approach that regards coopetition as a complex construct rooted in a cooperative 
environment.  
 
3. An Analytical Framework of Coopetitive Games. 

 
     In this section we provide a general analytical framework of coopetition with two models of 
cooopetitive games, applying them to the two Eurozone countries, Germany and Greece. The 
two coopetitive models will show the possible solutions feasible in a particular coopetitive 
context, defined by the set of strategy profiles chosen by the two countries through a convenient 
ex ante agreement. This suggested analytical framework enables us to wide the set of possible 
solutions in a coopetitive context and it allows “to share the pie fairly” in a win-win scenario. At 
the same time, it permits to examine the range of possible economic outcomes along a 
coopetitive dynamic path. Finally, it limits the space within which the coopetitive solutions can 
be determined. 
 
 
3.1 The general analytical framework 
 
The basic definition we propose of coopetitive game is the following one. 
 
Definition (of coopetitive game). Let E, F and C be three nonempty sets. We define two person 
coopetitive gain game carried by the strategic triple (E,F,C) any pair of the form G = (f, >), 
where f is a function from the Cartesian product E × F × C into the real Euclidean plane and > is 
                                                 
21 It is generally assumed that in the districts there is a cooperative environment, but at the same time there is 
competition among the firms that determines an efficiently-grounded process of selection. Coopetition is interpreted 
as the best strategy to shift the industrial competition from the costs of production towards product innovation, speed 
of time to market and capacity of quickly changing  the services provided. 
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the usual order of the Cartesian plane, defined, for every couple of points p, q, by p > q iff pi > qi, 
for each index i. 
 
Remark. The difference among a two person normal-form gain game and a two person 
coopetitive game is simply the presence of the third strategy Cartesian-factor C. 
 
Terminology and notation. Let G = (f, >) be a two person coopetitive gain game carried by the 
strategic triple (E, F, C). We will use the following terminologies: 
 
- the function f is called the payoff function of the game G; 
 
- the first component f1 of the payoff function f is called the payoff function of the first player 
and analogously the second component f2 is called the payoff function of the second player; 
 
- the set E is said the strategy set of the first player, the set F the strategy set of the second 
player; 
 
- the set C the cooperative strategy set of the two players. 
 
- the Cartesian product E × F × C is called the coopetitive strategy space of the game G. 
 
Memento. The first component f1 of the payoff function f of a coopetitive game G is the function 
of the strategy space of the game G into the real line defined by f1(x,y,z) = pr1(f(x,y,z)), 
analogously we proceed for the second component f2. 
 
Interpretation. We have two players, each of them has a strategy set in which to choose his 
strategy; moreover, the two players can cooperatively choose a strategy z in a third set C. The 
two players will choose their cooperative strategy z to maximize (in some sense) the gain 
function f. 
 
Bargaining solutions of a coopetitive game. The payoff function of a two person coopetitive 
game is (as in the case of normal-form game) a vector valued function with values belonging to 
the Cartesian plane R2; so that we should consider the maximal Pareto boundary of the payoff 
space im(f) as an appropriate zone for the bargaining solutions. 
 
The family of normal form games associated with a coopetitive game. For any cooperative 
strategy z selected in the cooperative strategy space C there is a corresponding normal form 
game 
 Gz = (fz, >) 
upon the strategy pair (E,F) and with payoff function the section 
 f(. , z) : E × F → R2, 
of the payoff function f of the coopetitive game (the section is defined, as usual, on the 
competitive strategy space E × F by f(., z)(x) = f(x, z), for every bi-strategy x in the bi-strategy 
space E × F). 
 
General solution. The two players should choose the cooperative strategy z in order that, for 
instance 
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- the Nash equilibria of Gz are “better” than the Nash equilibria in each other game Gz’; 
 
- the supremum of Gz is greater than the supremum of any other game Gz’; 
 
- the Pareto maximal boundary of Gz is “higher” than that of any other game Gz’; 
 
- the Nash bargaining solution is better in Gz than that in Gz’; 
 
- and so on, fixed a common kind of solution for any game Gz, say S(z) the set of these kind of 
solutions, we can consider the problem to find the optimal solutions in set valued path S, defined 
on the cooperative strategy set C; 
 
we note the fundamental circumstance that in general the above criteria are multi-criteria and so 
they generate multi-criteria optimization problems. 
 
Let us formalize the concept of game-family associated with a coopetitive game. 
 
Definition (the family associated with a coopetitive game). Let G = (f, >) be a two person 
coopetitive gain game carried by the strategic triple (E, F, C). We naturally can associate with 
the game a family of competitive games G = (Gz)z∈C, which we will denote by the same symbol 
G and which we call the family of normal-form games associated with the coopetitive game G. 
 
Applicative remark. It is clear that with any family of normal form games G = (Gz)z∈C we can 
associate 
 
- a family of payoff spaces (im(fz))z∈C, 
 
- a family of Pareto maximal boundary (bd*Gz)z∈C; 
 
- a family of suprema (sup Gz)z∈C; 
 
and so on.  
 
And we can interpret any of the above families as set-valued paths in the strategy space E×F. 
 
It is just the study of these induced families which becomes of great interest in the study of a 
coopetitive game G. 
 
 
3.2 Two models of coopetitive games 

 
     In our analysis Germany is the first exporting country among the Eurozone countries that has 
also experienced a weak domestic demand due to a modest wage increases. Thus our hypothesis 
is to stimulate Germany’s domestic demand and to re-balance its trade surplus in favour of 
Greece. 
     On the other hand, Greece is the country that showed a high and rising public debt, which 
determined its sovereign debt at risk of default. Given that Greece must pursue a budget austerity 
program externally imposed by the Euro area Governments and by IMF in exchange of their 
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financial help, this country has anyway experienced a declining competitiveness of its products. 
Therefore our hypothesis is that Greece aims at growth by undertaking innovative investments 
and by increasing its exports towards Germany and also the other Euro countries22. 
     The coopetitive models that we propose hereunder must be interpreted as normative models, 
in the sense that they will show the more appropriate solutions of a win-win strategy chosen 
within a cooperative perspective. 
 
The main variables of the two models are: 
 
strategies x of Germany (the consumptions of Germany), which directly influence only Germany 
pay-off; 
 
strategies y of Greece (the investiments of Greece) which increase only Greece pay-off function;  
 
a shared strategy z which is determined ex ante together by the two countries, Germany and 
Greece (z is a given amount of Greek exports imported by Germany).  
 
Therefore, in the two models we assume that Germany and Greece define the set of coopetitive 
strategies. 
 

First coopetitive model. 

Main Strategic assumptions. We assume that a real number x, in the unit interval U = [0,1], is 
the consumption of Germany and a real number y, in the same unit interval U, is the investiment 
of Greece, moreover a real number z, again in U, is the amount of Greek exports which is 
imported by Germany. 
 
We also consider as payoff function of Germany its domestic demand, that we represent in our 
model as the algebraic sum of the variables x and z, and also of the exports of Germany as a 
reaction function with respect to its domestic consumption. 
 
 
Payoff function of Germany 
 
We assume that the payoff function of Germany is the function g of the square U × U into the 
real line, defined by   
 
g(x, z) = x + 1/(x + 1) – z, 
 
for every pair (x,z) in the square U × U; where the reaction function E, of U into the real line, 
defined by 
 
E(x) = 1/(x+1), 
 
for every consumption x of Germany in U, is the export of Germany corresponding to the level x 
                                                 
22 The potential benefit coming from a better  trade balance can also contribute to ease the government budget 
constraint and improve its public debt. 
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of consumption; E is a decreasing function, randomly chosen, and within certain limits, this 
choice does not dimishes the generality of the model. 
 

 
Payoff function of Greece 

 
We  consider as payoff function of Greece the algebraic sum of the variables y and z. 
 
We assume that the payoff function of Greece is the function e of the quare U × U into the real 
line, defined by   
  
 e(y,z) = y + z + my + nz = (1+m) y + (1+n)z 
 
for every pair (y,z) in the Cartesian square U × U; we note that the function e does not depend 
upon the strategy x chosen by Germany and that e is a linear function. The term my represents  
the quality and quantity effect of investments on the exports. In fact, the investments, specially 
innovative investments, contribute at improving the competitiveness of Greek goods, favouring 
the exports. The term nz is the cross-effect of  the coopetitive variable z that represents the 
additive level of investment required to support the production of z. We assume m and n strictly 
positive. 
 
 Payoff function of the game 
 
We so have build up a gain game with payoff function given by  
 
 p(x,y,z) = (x + 1/(x+1) - z, (1+m) y + z) = (x + 1/(x+1), (1+m) y) + z (-1,1+n) 
  
with x,y,z in [0,1]. 
 

Study of the game G = (p, >). 
 
Note that, fixed a cooperative strategy z in U, the game G(z) = (p(z), >) with payoff function 
p(z), defined on the square U× U by 
 
 p(z)(x,y) = p(x,y,z), 
is the translation of the game G(0) by the vector v(z) = z(-1,1+n), so that we can study the game 
G(0) and then we can translate the various informations of the game G(0) by the vector v(z). 
 
So let us consider the game G(0). Let the strategic square S be with vertices A,B,C,D, where A is 
the origin, B is the first canonical vector C the sum of the two canonical vectors and D be the 
second canonical vector. 
 
 Pareto Boundary in the payoff space 
 
The transformation of the side [A, B] is the trace of the curve 
 
 c(x) = p(x,0,0) = (x + 1/(x+1), 0), 
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that is the segment 
 
 [A’, B’] = [(1,0), (3/2,0)]. 
 
The transformation of the segment [A, D] is the trace of the curve 
 
 c(y) = p(0,y,0) = (1, (1+m) y), 
 
that is the segment 
 
 [A’, D’] = [(1,0), (1,1)]. 
 
The tranformation of the segment [B, C] is the trace of the curve 
 
 c(y) = p(1,y,0) = (1 + 1/2, (1+m) y), 
 
that is the segment [B’, C’] = [(3/2,0), (3/2,1+m)]. 
 
So that the payoff space of the game G(0) is the rectangle with vertices A’, B’, C’, D’.  
 
The payoff space of the coopetitive game G, the image of the payoff function p, is the union of 
the family of payoff spaces 
 
 (im p(z))z , 
 
that is the convex envelope of the of the four points A’, B’, C’, D’ and of their translations by the 
vector v(1). 
 
 The Pareto maximal boundary of the payoff space f(S) is the segment [P’, Q’], with P’ = 
C’ and Q’ = C’ + v(1).  
            It is important to note that the slope of the Pareto boundary is 1 + n. Thus the collective 
payoff g + e of the game is not constant on the Pareto boundary and, therefore, the game implies 
growth. 
  
 
              The Nash bargaining solution and the Kalai-Smorodinsky bargaining solution, with 
respect to the infimum of the Pareto boundary, coincide with the medium point of the segment 
[P’, Q’]23. 
 
Transferable utility solution. In this coopetitive context it is more convenient to adopt a 
transferable utility solution: indeed the point of maximum collective gain is the point 
  

                                                 
23 The classic Kalai-Smorodinsky solution, that we applied in both models, coincides with the solution on the 
coopetitive Nash path; this result allows us to provide a construct of coopetition wich is only “weakly”cooperative, 
in the sense that it not necessary to cooperate at every stage of the decision process. 
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Q’ = (1, 3/2 + m + n). 
 
Thus we propose a new kind of coopetitive solution, as it follows (in the case m=0): 
 

First, we consider the coopetitive rectangle R having: a) two sides on the straight lines of 
equations Y=1 and Y = 2 + n; b) two vertices in (1/2,1) and (1/2,2 + n); c) the diagonal on the 
straight line S of equation Y + X = 2.5 + n. 

      Second, We consider the segment S’ of vertices (3/2,1) (supremum of the game G(0)) and the  
      supremum of  the rectangle R, that is the point (3/2+n,2+n). 
      Third, our best payoff coopetitive compromise K is the intersection of S and S’. 

 
This K represents a win-win solution with respect to the initial supremum (3/2,1). 

 
 
Second coopetitive model 
 
Let us consider now that a fraction ax of Germany consumption comes from consumption of 
Greek goods, apart from the given amount of Greek exports that Germany has already 
determined through an ex ante agreement with Greece (z). 
 
Payoff function of Greece 
 
e(x,y,z) = by + z + ax 
  
Payoff function of the game 
  
p(x,y,z) = (x + 1/(x+1) - z, ax+by + cz) = (x + 1/(x+1), ax+ by) + z (-1,c) 
  
with a, x,y,z in [0,1] and b,c>1. 
  
     Similarly to the previous coopetitive model, but through a more complex procedure, we 
deduce that the Pareto boundary of the coopetitive game G = (p, >) – in the payoff space - is the 
above segment [P’, Q’] translated by the vector (0,a). 
 
     The Nash bargaining solution and the Kalai-Smorodinsky bargaining solution, with respect 
to the infimum of the Pareto boundary, coincide with the medium point of the segment 
 [P’, Q’] + (0,a), 
which is the optimum of the game G1/2. 
 
 
 
Conclusions. 
 
     This paper has aimed at providing, through a game theory model of coopetition, feasible 
solutions in a cooperative perspective to the problems that affect the Eurozone economy after the 
Greek crisis. In particular, it has focused on stability and growth as the primary goals, which 
should drive the Eurozone economy in consequence of the financial and economic crisis of the 
Greek economy with its effects throughout the Euro area. 
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      This work has underlined two aspects which emerged from the crisis. First, the necessity of 
governement budget consolidation of Greece; second, the opportunity to re-balance the trade 
surplus of Germany with respect to Greece and also with respect to the other Euro countries that 
have a deficit trade balance. 
      By means of two coopetitive models derived by an original general analytical framework of 
coopetition, we have showed in our paper the strategies that could bring to feasible solutions in a 
cooperative perspective between Germany and Greece, where these feasible solutions aim at 
“sharing the pie fairly”, by offering a win-win outcome for both countries, within a growth path 
represented by a non-zero sum game. In fact, our anlytical results allow us to find a “fair” 
amount of Greek exports which Germany must import, in order to re-balance the trade surplus of 
Germany, as well as the investments necessary to improve the Greek economy, thus contributing 
to growth and to the stability of the Eurozone. 
      Finally, a remarkable analytical result of the paper consists in the determination of the win-
win solution by a new selection method on the transferable utility Pareto boundary of the 
coopetitive game. 
 
 
References. 
 
Alesina A.F., Ardagna S., 2009. "Large Changes in Fiscal Policy: Taxes Versus Spending," 
NBER Working Papers 15438, National Bureau of Economic Research, Inc. 
 
Abadi C., 2010, “Germany Debates Euro Instability Fault”, Global Post, March 19. 
 
Baglieri D., Carfì D., Dagnino G., (2010), “Profiting from Asymmetric R&D Alliances: 
Coopetitive  Games and Firms’ Strategies”, paper presented at the 4th Workshop on Coopetition 
Strategy “Coopetition and Innovation”, Montpellier, June 17-18, 2010 
 
Blanchard O., Dell’Ariccia G., Mauro P., 2010, “Rethinking Macroeconomic Policy”, IMF SPN 
Working Paper, February, pp.1-18. 
 
Brandenburger  A.M., Nalebuff  B.J., 1995, “The Right Game: Use Game Theory to Shape 
Strategy”, Harvard Business Review, vol. 64, July-August, pp. 57-71. 
 
Carfì D., 2009, “Payoff space in C1-games”, Applied Sciences (APPS), vol.11, pp. 1-16. 
http://www.mathem.pub.ro/apps/ 
 
Carfì D., 2010, “A Model for Coopetitive Games”, paper presented at Sing6, Palermo, July 6-9 
2010 
 
Carfì D., Ricciardello A. 2010, “An Algorithm for Payoff Space in C1-Games”, Atti della 
Accademia Peloritana dei Pericolanti, Classe di Scienze Fisiche Matematiche e Naturali, Vol. 
LXXXVIII, n.1, pp. 1-19. http://antonello.unime.it/atti/ 
 
Clarke-Hill C., Li H., Davies B., 2003, “The Paradox of Co-operation and Competition in 
Startegic Alliances: Towards a Multi-Paradigm Approach”, Management Research News, vol.26, 
pp.1-20. 
 



 
 

16

Danninger S., Joutz F., 2007,  “What Explains Germany’s Rebounding Export Market Share?”, 
IMF Working Paper, Washington D.C., WP/07/24. 
 
European Central Bank, 2010, Monthly Bulletin, Frankfurt, May. 
 
Eurostat, 2010, News Release, Euro Indicators, Bruxelles, April, pp.1-10. 
 
Fortis M. (2006), “ I distretti produttivi e la loro rilevanza nell’economia italiana: alcuni profili 
di analisi”, in Industria e distretti, a cura di M. Fortis, A. Quadrio Curzio, Mulino, Bologna, pp. 
109-288. 
 
Fudenberg D., Tirole J., 1991, Game Theory, MIT Press, Cambridge (Mass). 
 
Giavazzi F., Pagano M., 1990, “Can Severe Fiscal Contractions Be Expansionary? Tales of Two 
Small European Countries”, in NBER Macroeconomic Annual, edited by O.J. Blanchard, S. 
Fisher, MIT Press, Cambridge, MA, pp. 75-122. 
 
Gulati R., Nohria N., Zaheer A., 2000, “Strategic Networks”, Strategic Management Journal, 
vol. 21, pp.203-215. 
 
Hellwig, M., Neumann M.J.M., 1987, “Economic Policy in Germany: Was there a Turnround”, 
Economic Policy, 5, October, pp.105-140. 
 
Henning C.R., 2006, “The Exchange Rate Weapon and Macroeconomicn Conflict”, in 
International Monetary Power, ed. D.M. Andrews, Cornell University Press, Ithaca, pp.177-138. 
 
Kirkegaard J.F., 2010a, “Europe’s Huge €120 billion Gamble”, Realtime Economic Issues Watch 
by Peterson Institute for International Economics, May 2nd. http://www.piie.com. 
 
Kirkegaard J.F., 2010b, “In Defense of Europe’s Grand Bargain”, Policy Brief by Peterson 
Institute for International Economics, June. http://www.piie.com. 
 
Klodt H., Lehment H., eds.,  2009, The Crisis and Beyond, Kiel Institute for the World 
Economy, November. 
 
Mussa M., 2010, “Beware of Greeks Bearing Debts”, Working Paper, Peterson Institute for 
International Economics, May 17. http://www.piie.comt. 
 
Nelson S.C., 2010, “Does compliance matter? Assessing the relationship between sovereign risk 
and compliance with international monetary law “, Review of International Organizations, vol. 5, 
n. 2, pp.107–139. 
 
Padula G.,  Dagnino G.B., 2007, “Untangling the Rise of Coopetition”, International Studies of 
Management and Organization, vol. 37, n. 2, pp. 32-53. 
 
Pisani-Ferry J., Posen A.S. (eds), 2009, The Euro at Ten: The Next Global Currency?   Peterson 
Institute for International Economics, Bruegel, Washington D.C. . 
 



 
 

17

Porter M., 1985, Competitive Advantage. Creating and Sustaining Superior Performance, 
Free Press, New York.  
 
Posen A.S., 2010, “Having a Large Euro Area Is an Advantage for Germany”, Die Welt, 
February 19. http://www.piie.com. 

Quadrio Curzio A., 2010, “The Greek Crisis and the European Crisis. How to Face Them”, 
Economia Politica, n.1, aprile, pp. 3-8. 

Schilirò D., 1997, "Debito pubblico ed Europa: Problemi di stabilizzazione del debito in Italia ed 
i criteri di convergenza del Trattato di Maastricht”, Jure Praesentia, pp.153-175. 

 Schilirò D., 2008, “ Investing in Knowledge: Knowledge, Human Capital and Institutions  
 for the Long Run Growth”,  Quaderno CRANEC, Vita e Pensiero, Milano, Novembre, pp.1-31. 
   
Schilirò D., 2009, “Knowledge, Learning, Networks and Performance of Firms in Knowledge-
Based Economies”. In New Technologies, Networks and Governance Structures, edited by A. 
Prinz, A. Steenge, N. Isegrei,, Wirtschaft: Forschung und Wissenschaft Bd. 24, LIT-Verlag, 
Berlin, pp. 5-30. 
 
Schilirò D., 2010, “Jean Pisani-Ferry and Adam S. Posen. 2009. The Euro at Ten: The next 
global currency?” Washington D.C.: Peterson Institute for International Economics, Bruegel, 
Review of International Organizations, vol. 5, n.1, pp.101-105. 
 
Stiles J., 2001, “Strategic Alliances”. In Rethinking Strategy, edited by H. W. Volberda, 
T. Elfring, Sage Publications, London. 
 
Von Hagen J., Strauch R., 2001, “Fiscal Consolidations. Quality, Economic Conditions and   
Success“, Public Choice, n.3-4, pp.327-346. 
 
 



 
 

18

 
Collana “Quaderni di Economia, Statistica e Analisi del Territorio” 
 

1. C. Panico, L’evoluzione della struttura finanziaria italiana tra ricerca della 
stabilità e finanziamento dei settori produttivi. 

2. G. Signorino, L’ipotesi dell’indisponibilità dei beni nel commercio 
internazionale.  Modelli e test per la teoria di Kravis. 

3. G. Signorino, The balance of payments and the growth rate. 
4. F. Ofria, Una variante al sistema partecipativo di Weitzman.  
5. A. Fineschi, The Italian Economy: an Historical and Institutional Approach. 
6. A. Fineschi, Alcune osservazioni sulla politica monetaria e del tasso di cambio 

in Italia negli anni Ottanta. 
7. C. Di Mauro, Risky Production Processes and Input Demand under 

Uncertainty. 
8. A. Di Pino, Modelli probabilistici di massima informazione per l’inferenza e la 

previsione statistica: uno studio introduttivo. 
9. A. Di Pino, Variabilità relativa e clustering non gerarchico: un approccio 

empirico. 
10.C. Bianchi, G. Calzolari, F. P. Sterbenz, Simulation of interest rate options 

using ARCH. 
11.G. Calzolari, G. Fiorentini, L. Panattoni, Alternative Estimators of the 

Covariance Matrix in GARCH Models. 
12.M. Limosani, Precautionary demand for monev, uncertainty and emplovment. 
13.M. La Rocca, Avanzamento della conoscenza e opportunità produttive. 
14.S. Maisano, A. Pino, P. Pirri, Trasformazioni simpliciali di dati 

tridimensionali nella logica relativistica. 
15.G. Signorino, Rapporto sulla dimensione estera dell’economia siciliana.  

L’analisi del Trade-gap. 
16.G. Signorino, A note on the use and transformation of “pooled data”. 
17.G. Signorino, Savings, investments and the rate of interest: a critical view of 

the McKinnon-Shaw model. 
18.A. Garozzo, Innovazione tecnologica ed esperienze d’intervento pubblico per 

lo sviluppo locale. 
19.P. Pirri, Utilizzo della De Moivre generalizzata per la generazione di funzioni 

di sopravvivenza longitudinali. 
20.A. Di Pino, La De Moivre generalizzata per la definizione delle funzioni di 

sopravvivenza: un esame comparativo. 
21.C. Nicosia, The effects of rules on voter’s behaviour: A comparison of 

electoral systems. 
22.F. Ofria, Produttività ed efficienza: una rassegna teorica. 
23.P. Pirri, Primi risultati sul significato dei parametri della De Moivre 



 
 

19

generalizzata. 
24.A. Di Pino, Un confronto statistico fra due modelli di sopravvivenza. 
25.A. Di Pino, P. Pirri, Un modello per processi di eliminazione non lineari. 
26.A. Di Pino,  An estimation model for non-linear error correction mechanism 
27.M. Limosani, Regional Unemployment in Italy. 
28.G. Signorino, La città di Messina e le sue attività: Stima del fabbisogno 

edilizio residenziale e turistico ed indicazioni per un politica di sviluppo 
locale. 

29.M. Limosani, A note on Professor’s Tobin “ A Dynamic aggregative model”. 
30.T.J. Flavin e M. Limosani, Explaining European short-term interest rate 

differentials: an application of Tobin’s portfolio theory. 
31.M. Limosani e D. Silipo, Regional unemployment in Italy: productivity gap 

and wage bargaining process. 
32.T. J. Flavin, M. Limosani e M.R. Wickens, Fiscal, monetary policy and the 

term structure of the interest rates.  
33.M. Limosani, P. Navarra e A. Di Pino, Cultural eteregeneity and income 

elasticity of health care consumption in Italy. 
34.V. Bobek e B. S. Sergi, International Economic Relations and the 

Enlargement of the European Union. 
35.A. Di Pino, Un criterio di pseudo-equità per la determinazione dei trattamenti 

pensionistici di anzianità in Italia. 
36.A. Di Pino, Un’analisi longitudinale delle tendenze della mortalità in Italia. 
37.M. Lanzafame, Error component and Time-Series Cross-Section (TSCS) 

techniques: a comparison. 
38.A. Di Pino e M. Mucciardi, Un’analisi statistico-categoriale della transizione 

al pensionamento in Italia. 
39.A. Di Pino e M. Mucciardi, Salari di riserva e costi-opportunità dei figli in 

Italia:una procedura per la stima e l’analisi differenziale. 
40.A. Di Pino e M. Mucciardi, A categorical-statistical analysis of retirement in 

Italy. 
41.G. Signorino e E. Gatto, Shall we reach the turning point? On the ecological 

sustainability of economic development  and the logical sustainability of the 
Environmental Kuznets Curve 

42.F. Ofria, Contraffazione: l’incidenza economica del fenomeno in Italia 
43.E. Gatto, e G. Signorino, Water Poverty and Human Well-Being: Some 

Analytical Proposals 
44.G. Signorino, E. Mirenda, M. La Rocca, Piani, Progetti ed ipotesi di 

trasformazione per il territorio di Messina: l’equilibrio degli spazi urbani tra 
funzioni relazionali e di trasporto 

45.M. La Rocca, Analisi dei bisogni delle famiglie a Ragusa: primi risultati 
dell’indagine 



 
 

20

46.G. Signorino, P. Mudu, M. Faberi, E. Gatto, M. La Rocca, The socio-economic 
unsustainability of the petrochemical industry: the sicilian case 

   47. G.P. Aielli, Cosistent estimation of large scale dynamic conditional 
correlation 

48. G.P. Aielli, On weak stationarity of multivariate garch processes 
49. M. Lisciandra, Rise and fall of the contracr system in the american iron and 

steel industry 
50. G. Talamo, Corporate governance: a survey of the literature 
51. G. Talamo, Good Governance: corporate governance e responsabilità sociale 
52. D. Schilirò, Structural models and structural change:  analytical principles 

and methodological issues 
53. M. G. Campolo, A. Di Pino, Empirical analysis of women’s working time and 

wage-elasticity estimation in Italy 
54.  A. Di Pino, P. Pulejo, Estimation of Education and Ability Effects on the 

Italian Graduates’ Labour Income 
55.  D. Carfì, M. Magaudda, D. Schilirò, Coopetitive Game Solutions for the 

Eurozone Economy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

21

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edizioni Il Gabbiano 
di Maria Froncillo Nicosia 

via Cavour, 119 
98122 Messina 

 
 

ISBN: 978-88-96293-10-2 
 
 
 
 

Finito di Stampare 
Il 29/09/2010 

Da: 
Centro Tesi 

Per conto dell’Edizioni “Il Gabbiano” 


