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FOREWORD

This collection of papers is the result of thetfasademic cooperation
between thdPoetics and Linguistics AssociatigRALA) and theSociété de
Stylistique AnglaisdSSA) that took place at the University of Lyon dde
Moulin — Lyon 3) in September 2011. Surprisinglyese two associations had
never collaborated despite common interests and.aifhere are several
historical reasons for that. French stylistics tdbk “pragmatic turn” much
later than “Lancastrian Stylistics” and was mostifluenced by narratology
and enunciative grammar. French stylisticians waykn English Departments
were de factocaught between these two traditions. However jnfieence of
British scholars such aSeoffrey Leech andMick Short, with their world-
famousStyle in Fiction published in 1981, has always been importanohiy
too rarely institutionally acknowledged on thisesiaf the Channel.

The purpose of this international symposium was-fold. Firstly, it
seemed important to acknowledge the influenc8tyle in Fictionthirty years
on as it is still a must-read for all stylisticianSecondly, it was a good
opportunity to strengthen the links between PALA &5A members. This is
precisely what eighteen scholars, coming from BrjtalThe Netherlands,
Denmark, Spain and France did in Lydvichael Burke, the then PALA
chair, shared the same views and showed great cupsdPALA Ambassador,
it seemed to me it was important to set the academeel in motion.

In France, the University of Lyon (Jean Moulin —oy3) seemed to be
the ideal venue for such a symposium. Indeed, Bsofelean-Pierre Petit,
who taught stylistics and English literature in #eglish Department for most
of his career, had the foresight of choosBiyle in Fictionas the standard
textbook for final year students as early as 1981 Style in Fictionis still on
the syllabus today. Many PhDs in Stylistics haverbeompleted in Lyon 3 and
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it can safely be argued th&tyle in Fiction has, more or less directly,
something to do with this.

The University of Jean Moulin — Lyon 3 has alsabkshed very close
links with PALA members or Palans. Indeed, sinc@&Q@welve scholars have
taught in Lyon 3 as part of olxiscour se Analysis Confer ences scheme.

Clara Mallier (Université Michel de Montaigne, Bordeaux 3), ativac
SSA and PALA member, was instantly enthusiasticualibe project and
kindly accepted to co-organise this event with htewas only natural to
associatdan Mclntyre to the publication of this collection of papers @sng
with Ledey Jeffries, he showed great support and enthusiasm wherstl fir
mentioned this symposium at the 2009 Middelburg RAbnference.

Financially, this symposium was supported by Rloetics & Linguistics
Associationthe Société de Stylistique Anglaiae well adPearson- Longman
Financial contribution also came from three redeayoups: CLIMAS — EA
4196 (Université Michel de Montaigne — Bordeaux GEL — EA 1663
(Université Jean Moulin — Lyon 3) and CREA — EA 3{niversité Paris
Ouest Nanterre La Défense).

I would like to thankGeoffrey Leech andMick Short again for instantly
accepting to attend the symposium and be the keysmdakers. It was a great
honour and an immense pleasure to have them bdth wsi in Lyon. We
welcomed them as international scholars and, ifalysay, we parted as
friends.

The board of the SSA decided that this specialeisfuUESA would be
distributed to all PALA members. Please, feel temin the SSA!

Manuel JOBERT
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