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ABSTRACT

A STUDY ON THE REVITALIZATION OF WORSHIP BY USING MULTIMEDIA IN
KOREAN RURAL CHURCHES WITH A PARTICULAR ATTENTION TO VISUAL
MEDIA

In Jun Hwang

Liberty University School of Divinity, 2018

Mentor: Dr. Sungtaek Kim

The purpose of this study is to help to bring about the revitalization of worship in rural
churches by using visual media. At present, Korean churches, especially rural churches, are
facing great challenges due to the aging of the church members, illiteracy rates, a poor
educational environment, the lack of incoming young people, pastors’ reluctance to minister in
rural areas, troubled rural economy and so on. Nonetheless, churches in rural areas should not be
abandoned.

In this context, one of the most urgent needs in rural churches is healing and restoration
through church worship. At any arduous and difficult time in history, churches overcame
difficulties through the restoration of a relationship with God. The key to restoring a relationship
with God is true worship. The utilization of multimedia, which is a modern convenience
available to churches these days, can contribute to church members’ active participation,
commitment, and communication in worship services.

This study will investigate the ideas of and methods for the utilization of multimedia
among churches that it, incorporating the researcher’s knowledge on multimedia accumulated
over 16 years at Gashin Baptist Church, and offer a practical manual on using multimedia in

rural churches. With a desire to revitalize worship, he offers a model for pastors of rural churches
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who attempt to incorporate multimedia in their worship services.

Abstract length: 218 words
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SUMMARY
CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to bring life to today’s worship. This can be accomplished by
using multimedia; particularly visual media. More than ever, people today are experiencing many
difficulties such as economic recession, political chaos, and immorality. These situations not only
apply to the urban areas, but also to churches located in rural areas. In reality, churches in rural
areas are experiencing greater difficulties.

There are three major ministries that God wants here on earth: nurture, witness, and
worship. Out of these major ministries of God, the researcher has come to the conclusion that
worship ministry is the key. By bringing life to worship ministry, a pro forma worship should be
changed into true worship that is acceptable to God. Restoration of true worship will eventually
change peoples’ lives through the work of the Holy Spirit.

The researcher urges that churches in small rural areas that have fewer than 100 members
should use multimedia. Most of the rural churches in Korea have long histories in which they
experienced both revival and prosperity. Yet, now, they are just holding out their circumstances
under hard conditions such as aging and economic difficulties. Many of these aged church
members adhere to a conventional form of worship. Considering these circumstances, this study

intends to bring life to worship in rural churches by using multimedia.
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CHAPTER 2

THEORETICAL FOUNDATION FOR WORSHIP AND
UNDERSTANDING OF MULTIMEDIA

Worship (church service) refers to the act of a human, having been saved with the help of
God the Father in the Trinity, showing reverence and praise on the basis of the Bible. There is no
doubt that worship is one of the most important ministries in the church.

When looking through the Bible, he or she can see how people in different eras
worshiped God in various ways. In the Bible, God first reveals Himself, and people of faith
respond to the revelation in various ways. It is notable that some of God’s methods for revealing
Himself included diverse elements of multimedia. These elements were in accordance with the
providence of God to show His will more clearly. For example, God showed His will to Noah
through the rainbow; Abraham, the stars; the Israelite people who came out of Egypt, the pillar of
fire and the pillar of cloud; and prophets, various visions. Jesus, in the New Testament, also
explained the kingdom of God with various parables and examples. Likewise, God revealed
Himself in a variety of ways, and people also responded and worshiped God by use of various
musical instruments and tools.

Though not on par with special revelation, multimedia has become a necessity in
churches these days. It has become a must-have, not just a nice-to-have, in people’s lives. Now,
multimedia is a tool of communication that integrates and creates diverse media (e.g., text,
graphic, audio, image, animation, and video) using the computer as a tool. With this multimedia,
church has become to be able to hold a richer and more inspiring service. Many churches
currently use multimedia, but churches in rural areas where a connection to multimedia is rarer

XViii



or harder to undertake are more desperate to use it. It is a good method to use multimedia so that
church members who are aging and tired from hard work may pay better attention to the worship
service. Not all church services using multimedia are successful, yet the use of multimedia is
obviously helpful in the inspiring worship that is acceptable by God. The use of multimedia
should not show up just in once in a while, but the pastor should make thorough preparations in
his constant use of it, just as he prepares for sermons. The pastor should invest time continuously

in learning skills and finding new ideas to use them in the pastoral scene.
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CHAPTER 3

CASE STUDIES OF CHURCHES USING MULTIMEDIA IN WORSHIP

The case studies of churches that use multimedia will investigate the examples of some
Korean Churches as following. Bundang Woori Church and Ulsan Methodist Church are midsize
to large churches making good use of multimedia and receiving favorable evaluation for the use
of it in their worship services. Chilsan Baptist Church, Yongan Baptist Church, and Gashin
Baptist Church are located in rural areas and hold their worship services using multimedia.

Bundang Woori Church uses appropriate images at every stage of a worship service to
help the smooth progression of the service. The multimedia of Bundang Woori Church is
characterized by the orderly and refined pictures on the screen and the well-organized, effortless
progress of a worship service. In particular, media relevant to sermon messages are well-used.

Ulsan Methodist Church had already held the position of a pioneer of multimedia
ministry among Korean churches for more than 20 years. The church contributes its know-how
and skills to Korean churches through various seminars and books. This church frequently uses
multimedia, particularly images in the church service, and has made a lot of attempts at
incorporating newer use of media, such as the use of film summaries that have connections with
sermons.

Another church, Chilsan Baptist Church, is a traditional rural church located in Buyeo,
Chungcheongnam-do, and is 121 years old. The church has used the beam projector and
computers in its worship services sincel5 years ago and increases the convenience of relying on

multimedia in a worship service chiefly by using a PowerPoint slide deck or showing pictures
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displayed by a hymn accompaniment player.

Yongan Baptist Church is a traditional rural church located in Yongan-myeon, Iksan-si,
Jeollabuk-do. When constructing its new building two years ago, the church got all the necessary
multimedia equipment which had been used in its church services. For the most part, the order of
worship is displayed using PowerPoint slides or videos related to sermons.

The last case is Gashin Baptist Church, in which the researcher serves. It is a 60-year-old
church and for the past 17 years has used (the combination of) a large TV and laptop computer in
worship services. Images are used in all its worship services except for early morning services.
The whole order of worship services, the text, and summary of sermons are displayed. Images

are also used in seasonal church feast services and special worship services.
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CHAPTER 4

ANALYSIS OF QUESTIONNAIRE SURVEY

The purpose of this questionnaire survey is to figure out whether or not multimedia is
being used in church services and to find the direction of the effective use of multimedia if used.
Participants in the survey were 30 people in total. Among them were 16 pastors (53%) who were
all senior pastors. In addition, 14 laypeople (47%) participated in the survey. With regard to
denominations, the pastors and the laypeople belonged to the Baptist, the Holiness Church, and
Presbyterian denominations.

The analysis of the results of this questionnaire survey can be divided into a section about
pastors and a section about laypeople. In the case of the pastors, while they showed largely
positive responses to their perception on the use of multimedia, only 50% of them responded that
they used multimedia in all their worship services, and thus the frequency of using multimedia
was low compared with their perception. Most of the pastors replied that they had the ability to
use multimedia, but mostly at an elementary level, such as PowerPoint slides. In total, 93.7%
replied that they had the intention to receive education about more expert knowledge on
multimedia, which shows clearly the necessity for education. It was found that they were
particularly interested in education about video editing.

In the case of the laypeople as well, most showed a positive response to the use of
multimedia in ministries within the church. They replied that multimedia has good effects on
worship or training, even allowing for enhanced concentration during worship services. Not all

worship services using multimedia become inspiring ones in which God is glorified and church
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members find grace. However, there will be significant favorable effects if multimedia is used

for a church service in which God is glorified and church members find grace.
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CHAPTER 5

PROPOSAL FOR THE REVITALIZATION OF WORSHIP BY USING MULTIMEDIA

Because of the questionnaire survey, it was found that the use of multimedia is helpful
and necessary for the ministry of worship in church. It will be very commendable if rural
churches come to have a dynamic yet concentrated worship through the use of multimedia in
services, thereby experiencing a revitalization of worship.

One cannot emphasize too much the importance of multimedia in the 21 century.
Multimedia is now indispensable in our daily lives. Engrafting the multimedia, which is all too
familiar to us, on ministries within churches, can bring about far more effective ministries. There
are definitely essential ministries that pastors need to be focused on such as worship, evangelism,
outreach and alms. Through multimedia ministries, however, other church ministries are
enhanced, and worship becomes more effective. For this purpose, in particular, a multimedia
ministry team should be established in advance within churches. It is proposed that the team
should consist of a worship, acoustics, and intercession groups who can collaborate with one
another in ministry. Additionally, various methods and talents which can be used
characteristically in every worship service were proposed.

As aresult of the questionnaire survey, it was found that 94% of the pastors expressed
their intention to receive education about multimedia and that their most preferred content of
education was a slide presentation, followed by graphics, image and sound, and video editing. In
the case of the rural pastors, the necessity for specific training due to the lack of systematic

education was revealed. Hence, there are plans to operate a “Multimedia Pastoral Ministry
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Sharing Center” so that 188 churches located in Buyeo-gun can share multimedia materials in
regular meetings and get help through education. It is expected that pastors educated or
laypeople trained in the Sharing Center will be able to take charge of this type of ministry in their

churches and make good use of multimedia in their worship services.
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CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION

This study began with the question about how to help church members concentrate on
worship services and experience God’s grace in worship services based on a 16-year pastoral
experience at Gashin Baptist Church located in rural area. As for multimedia equipment, most
churches in rural areas are equipped with needed devices and facilities. The reality, however, is
that their efficient and effective use is comparatively unsatisfactory. Thus, the pastors of rural
churches showed considerably positive responses to the use of multimedia in worship services
and felt the necessity for multimedia education; most of them wanted to take time to learn
diverse multimedia skills. In response to their demand, pastors and laypeople from 188 churches
in Buyeo-gun, who are interested in worship and want to receive education particularly about the
use of multimedia, plan to try together to develop multimedia training programs, thereby
contributing to the revitalization of worship in rural churches. It is hoped that this proposal may

help churches in rural areas to regain excitement in their worship.
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