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INTRODUCTION

H!The past dacadé_has'witnesaad a change in the
attitude of college-trained journalists toward that modest
member of the nawspaper famiiy, the cbnntry waakly.. Not
go long ago Btudents.in'achoo;s of journalism were imbued
with ihe idea that'the_first ruﬁg on the 1éddaf of success
had been reached only when a Job had been éaaurad ona
metropolitan daily; the small town daily or waakly'Wés
thought to offer 1ittla opportunity.

Today, many feel that even the small weekly
offers an opportuntty for a trained newspaper man to do
about everything that could be done aﬁywhere else in make
ing a newspaper, and parhapé'exeela in affording opportunity
for him to enjoy at rlrgt}hand all the pleasures and profits,
ag well as all the griefs, of his chosen profession,

S0 marked has become the interest in rural jour~
nalism that universities in which journalism is taught are
taking steps toward furnishing courses to train students
for that particular field, To mention only two oxamples,

the Schoul ‘ot Journalism of the University of Missouri
racently leased two waekly_papara for laboratory purposes,

and placed lir, Omar D, Gray in cherge of courses in rural
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journaiism, and the University of Minnesota has employed
Mr, Thomss F, Barnhart, formerly of Everett, Washington,
to specialize in courses in the field of raral journalfsm,
~ This revival of interest in the amall—town news-

paper 15 not evident ‘among gtudents of journalism alone,
The Publishers’ Auxiliary, - weekly trade paper ror new 8-
paper men, & ?ow years ago, as the usuai tning, carried
from two to three columns of !nawspapara for sale," and
most of the papers were in small towns. Today, one-ha;t
‘to three~fourths of a column suffices; and behold, a new
column has made 1ta_appearanoe, headed ﬁNewspapefs Wanted,®

_ o mubh aé evidencs that the small-town news-
paper offers ample field for_atddy aﬁd 1nvaatigatian, and
as ground for tﬁa belief that there is a quickening of
1ntefgat 1n~thi§ partfcular field,

A nataral interaét, because of past experiences
in the rural weekly field, resulted in this particular
problem's being chosen for further investigaiion, Credit
for its successful conclusion gdas largely to Dr, Helen O,
Mahin, of the department of Journalism, the University of
Kansas, under whose counsel and direction the study was
made, Valuable and timely suggestions have been given,
also, by Prof, L. N, Flint, head of the department of
journaiism, and W, A. D411, W, R, Harley, and J, J. Kistler,

other faculty members, who have had practical experience
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1p the rtural weekly newspapor fleld, and by Dr. Gérroli
D, Clark of the departﬁent of sociology.

Chapter VI has boen made more practical by the
aaaistﬁnea of such Kansaa-ﬁewapapa:”man as H, L, Clark,
of the Osborne Gouﬁtj Farmer, O, W. Little, of the Alma
Enterprise, field manager for Kansas; R, T lemons, of
The Logan Republican, and,-in othar-atatség particuiarly '
Neil R. Wurray, of the Bl Monte (Calif.) Herald, and
Louis Graves, of the Chapel Hill (N. C.) Weekly.

-----'I.‘,C.R.

Lawrence, Kansas,.

July 15'.- 1931,
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CHAPTER I
© THE PROBLEX

An attampt has here baen mada'by the aéme method

employed by writera in 2t least two other atataslto doetar-

1. Talcomn HacDonsaid Willoy, Ph, ﬁ., for the state
of Connseticat, and Gayls Gourtnay Walkar, for
the state of Nabraska.

~ mina to what~ax&9nt tha-rurai_prsss of Xansas is the sooial-
1zing foroe 1% éould snd should be, In brief, the problem,
as will be outlined more fully in succeeding chapters, 1s

to determine thé types of material or news to which the
Fansas weokly press is devoting its space., To be mors exact,
to determine Juat what percentage of total raading spaco is
devoted to each of zo-maaarénewa catogories, To that end,

20 carefully chogen Kansas wegekly papers have bean studied

and their contentas elasuified¢' 

T+t was not deemed eufficient, however; to conclude
the study whén the facts had beon found and statistically
presénted, while some studies of this tjpe are devoted on-
tirely to fact-finding, 1t is evident that such a study 1s
more or less futile if no application is made of the facts,

A atudy bassd on a group af nawapapora wauld be
falling far short of 1ta pnaaibilitiea ghould 1t fail to

point out the factors it discovered which seomed to contribute



to the success of the bettsr papers of the group, Likewisa,
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practices which are dstrimental and which contribute to the

mediocrity of other papers should not go unchallenged.

. Accordingly, throughout this study, and particu-
larly aﬁ_its epﬁpiuaipn; haa'pertigent ngmant been made on
the facts £hat-§amélto iight,: _ | .. | _

It is hoped that this work will make 1% possible
for”edi%ors‘ﬁaznheak'and-eompaya the content of their own
papars with that of tho avaraga:Kansas papor as ostablished
by the study, or with any individual paper in the group,

In addition to the information obitained on Kan~
sag papers as a group, conpideration has been given to
the contrast in ocontents of four classes of Kansag weekly
paperé, i.e.y (a) papers in towns smaller than 1;000;

(b) those in county seat towns without competition; (e)
those with weokly competitors; snd (d) weekly papers come '
poting Wiﬁ? dallies, Added feets are brought to light

by a comparison of the contents of Kansag, Connectiocut,
and Nebraska papers, made possible by a_comparison of the
results of this study with the results of»tha studies in
the above mentioned states by Messrs, Willey and Wailker,

In the final chapter of the study, an attempt
hag been made to investigate, aa_thqrough;y a8 possible,
the vartious factors which seenm to.oontributa 10 the suc-

cess or failurs of the country editor and his newspaper.
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This has-nacassitateﬁ'ebntact with a number of country |
editors, as well as an examination of the many'uriticisms |
which have been so freely directed toward the rural weekly, .
in books end magazines, | | | |
| Uhile this part of the study londs 1tself least
to.sclentifin gnﬁ mé%ho&iﬁal énaiysis! it is 1n£ereating

and practical from the standﬁoimt of one interested in

the rural newspaper field from a practical point of view,



- CHAPTER IT
. THE POSITION OF THE RURAL WSEXLY

Tho rurai weekly nevspaper 13 11ke 1ts city

cousin 1n many respecta. For ane thing, 1ts succeas is

bound to bhe datermined laraeiy by the aptituda, ability,
and training (not necassarizy school training), of the
editorwowner, end his concep&ion of the function of a
'newspaper Ina comnunity. e |

" de a  daily newapaper must be coaducted in an

,affioient, huainaqs-like manner, S0 muat a waekly. As

a metropolitan paper should keep evor in mind the 1n£ér-
.eata and welfare of ita community, g0 must the rural
weoekly, But tnera is an 1mnortant diffarence 1n the
meihdds-which-the two may emplcy most effectively to ad-
vance the welfare of-tﬁeir respect1§a_territorieé. A
da;ly in e 1argé town cén ;ssﬁma a crusading attituds;
1t.can point an accusing.fingqr gf_an.inafficiant police
commissioner end demand his.remOVaI;_it can uncover cor-
rapt political practiqeé'and damana raform; 1t can cam~
paign vigorously for park 1mpﬁdv§mqnta; charities funds,
building programs, and other auaﬁ_p#ojecta. This, in
part, is made possible'by.fhe.faot_that”few of tha.fead-
era of a 1arge déily know the aﬁitéys or.tha reportera- 

the paper is an impersonal institution,



Lot us examing tho position of ihe man who
chnomos 1o ho aditor,; owngdry publishor and advertising
nanagar of tha honowtown wooklys Ho not only knows the
town marshaly tho posimasiory tho lesding political aspir .
‘antes; and everyons aine; Eui?fger@ to the point, thoy all
know him and every ﬁ@mbar of his fawilJ. whatQVﬂr'appears
1n hia aper 8 acoepled oa iF ha‘mer@ rpaawing, and ae a
personal mattors Unlesss ho 1o a commanding inat?iﬁua1—~
8- natural ﬁarn.;@adar; which 18 too much fo exyect.of
ﬂvmry-ceﬁnﬁxy gditor--should ho ehoone to Phawl out® ike
tovn mewshelld, the Jatter would teko 11 88 & pafaem&l it
ﬁuit,.andiezthﬂv gettia with the editer persanmliég oy
ot lengt coame abruptiy his friendly grooling aham accaatad
et the sireot, | | ._

' ha gravteeﬁ garvies the hemaﬂtawn waakly randere
¢0ﬂ@ﬂ not through erosados and oammeigng, but through thore
eughly underatanding ﬁha cormunity and oxplaining it to
1toolf; 144310 by 14tilo, week aftor waeok, devazaping a
conmunity congelonaness and an awarsnass of sovial uniiy.

| Yorman Taloott, as editor of 0ur Town," of
Greonwich, Conny expresaed this idea whan ha sadd, “..Q »
The nowepaper should oxprose it [publio opinton}, should
interprot zt,'ahoﬁla atrive to undorstand énd porﬂray tha
forces that aro at work producing its One of the chief

parposos of a néwspaper should be to undoarstand the come
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munity and oxplain 1t to 11s6lf and %o the oataide world,?

R, He ¥y Mwood, Tha Comiey Nouspapar, pe 58.

ﬁdwﬁhar; _
Ali this nood naﬂ“&a whakon 1o maen that the raan~

tey oditor met bo o ﬁ?iﬂ@lﬂsﬂ, weskeknaod individual, oal-
lousad from atraddling the fonce. Mo mist constantly take
a giand on ¢uastiong of fnpoertancs, and ﬁay fréqu@n%ly-tak@

the laad in furthering important p?ﬁjﬁéiﬁu

A Socimlizinc Factor

The faeht that there {5 not an tnrosing array of
vigos and orimos in each smoll town mgainéﬁ whioh tho
local papor cAn array 1tsolf makea.xt'naaeaaary that 1t
soarva iie conmuniiy in a somewhad lass oﬁaapicmoﬁé mannor,
Thie fact comnlicntas gran nore tho task of 4tho student
who attonnie to atady the af?getivanass ar'1mparﬁﬁnoa_af
the raral wookly, for tho valae of auch'a.papar to 1tse
community cannot be measured by the number of roform came
palgns 1t andortekes and carries through sgceaﬁsfally-

That the country waeokly in an imp&rtant soeiél»
izing factér. mogl peoplo will roadily admit, Just whero
1% renks, compared with othor socializing rorcﬂg_éucﬁ an
tho chﬁrcb,.tha faohooly the radio, the magazina:and the

rotion niotura, 18 a question vory muach open t9 discussion,
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We should like to be able to determine, after a careful stuﬁy,
the exact extent of the socializing effect of the newspaper.
Vanifestly this 1is 1&90&31@1&, éinaa'no ﬁdmmunity éan be found
where other forges aré'not also npérafing, It aanﬁot be shown
definitely, for instance, gxacily to what sxtont any partiéﬁlar
aotion, the formation of any partioular pnhlio_opin:oﬁ, ia the
:eguit of newspapaf reading, nor how muqﬁ of the auﬁ fotal of
social thinking 1a'attr1butaﬁie tb the preaé, &g yet no method

hag beon devised by which such a study could be made.

The Indirect Approach :

waaver,-q&étiﬁg Hr. Wilieyg "It does not follow
that, because a direct approach is wanting the problem is
sntirely without solution, While 1t mey not be possible to
evaluate directly the influence of the country press, for
oexample in shaping the opinion rélating to the educational
polioy of the town SOhbol systom, if on study of the paper
1t 18 found that for a long pariod of time it has not men— -
tioned at all in ifa'ﬂolumne'the'acﬁool eyatem of the commo-
nity, then, obviously, the néws@aﬁer'haa.had no part in
forming the publia'opinion on the lﬁéal school matters for
the perticular community. If not & line of type is devoted
to political matteors 1n a given papér, 1% oan be argued that
the paper has had no deliberate part 1n'sﬁap1ng the opinion

of its readers with regard to political controversy ,"°



o« UNalcolm HacDonald Willey, The Country News-
aper; Pp. 20-21,

This suggests a way for determining, to some
extent at least, whether a newspaper is fulfilling 1itis
duties as a socializing influence, which 1s;by a careful
analysis of the paper, to determine the relative amounts
of space being devoted to the various types of news, An
evaluation can then be made of the completensss with
- which the paper prints materidl besring upon the 1ife of
the community. Balance 1g, of course; essentisl, A ocon-
- munity paper #hat devoted all of 1ts space to church news

‘and neglected entirely school news, political nows, econo-
- wie news and all the rest, would obviously not be meating
its obligations to the oommanity.

Accordingly, in making a study of Kansas news-
papers, as represonted by twenty soelected papers, the
nowg content has been classified, using the following
ma jor categories:

~ Religion

Education

Cluba, lodgas, aocieties

Sport

Human interest, features

Editorial and opinion

Geonomie, farm news

Politics -

Pergonal mention
lagazine matorial,



In conjunction, another classification, to be
explained in more detail later; was made o determine the
relative amounts of space devoted to the following:

Local news -

County news

State nows

National naws

Foreign news

Hisecellaneous,

S5t111 a third sub-division af the survey was
dirscted toward discovering!

Percentage of reading matter
Percentage of advertising.

This claasification waa made on a hasia af the total
spaca of aaoh paper, whereas tha two elaaaificatione
'-previously mantioned are made on peroentage of reading
matter only, disragarding advertising. |

A record was also kept of:

Percéniage of shop—aat’ﬁews

Parcentage of syndicated plate matter
Percentage of cartoeons and comics,



CHAPTER TII
PIONGER STUDIES IN THS FYALD

As already suggested, the prasent study follows

- the method used by M. M. Willey, Ph, D,, in studying the
weekly papers of Connecticut, pnd:it goes without saying
that a étﬁdy of‘#f"ﬁilléy'é éystem and organization has

| made the present study much easfer, At least two congidera-
tions seemed to reoommend the adoption af his method, In
the first plece, it reprasents a comhination or the best |
'faaturae of all thé atddies nade byeothers up to his tinme,

and no hetter method 1a-aﬁailable.4 In the gecond piaee,

‘4. The raault of ﬁr. Willeyia atudy was pub-~
lighed in 1926, .

44, maltes possgible a ﬂqmparison'bt Gonnéaticut and Kans?s
weoekly papers on & basig of content, as revealed by the
two studies, In addition, én $ha-bas1s of this study, Kan-~
sae and Nebraska papers mey also bé:eomparad, since the
same method wae uged by Gayle Courtnegdin studying Nebraska
weekly papers in 1929, o

A short suryvey of prsvious works is enough to con-
vines oven the casual obaarver:that the method usaﬁlhy nMessry.,
Wiiley and Caurtnagf and adopted. for this study, is the best

that has as yet been devised, 4s a ﬂatter of fact, attempis
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to study the problem upon tha basis of etatiatical snalysis
have bheen :alatively for., & short review of some of the
preceding studies may not be amiss in thie connection.

Frances Fenton,s in an attempt to demonstrate the

5. Frances Fanton, The Inf]uenﬂe of Nawspaper |
Pregentation Upon Gr;me. The University of
chicago, 1911. o

suggestive powsy of tha praﬁs infﬁertaihlinstaneea, con—
fined her analysis to two ﬁajor'gategorias'or types: soolal
and anti-social, Bhe classifisd news 1tems ander the fol-
lowing heads, with reference to their-@atantial gocial In-
fluence: regular-aews, cultural, literary, aditorial,'sport»
ing, market,; notices, |
A. T street, in an artinle in the Chicago Tribune,

July 25, 1909, analyzed papers for the purpose of determining
the amount of space devoted 1o nows of orime, '

 As early as 1893 J, G, Speed attempted to classie
£y newspaper content to demonstrate 1ts degradation between
1881 and 1893, He classified itfungpr the hsadings: editorial,
religious, sciantifié, poiitiaﬁl;-i;taréry, goasip, scandals,
svorting, fiction; historioal, muéia'and drama, crime and

6
" oriminals, art,

6, The Forum, Vol, 15, pp. 705-711,
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In 1900, Delos F, Wilcox published a study in
newspaper analysis which approached scientific treatment,
His main categories were: news, illustrations, literature,
opinion and advertisements, with several subdivisions

under "nawa" and “aﬂvertisemanta. n?

e Annals of tha &cademy of ﬁolitical Science,

In 1910, Je B, Ragers publishad & atudy, "The
American Nawsp&per," aaid to navs been based on a study of
15, 000 nawspapers. The same yaar, B.: Hatthaws classi-
' f1ed the news in a New York d&ily for three months under
the headings: demoralizing, unwholaseme, trivial, worth-

whila.a '

8. The Independent, Vol. 48, pp. 82-86,

In 1912, A, A, Tonnay published results of a
. study in newspaper analysis undertaken in conjunction with

a group of graduate students at Columbia University.g Under

9, Tha Independant, Yol. 73, .pp. B94-898,

six major'cétegofiaa e ciassified the ébﬁfénis of seven—
teén Eew fork daiiies. H o |

.In 1913, T, R, Garth developed a method of clasg-
sifying news content aﬁd applied it to fifty-five issues
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of the Richmond, (Va,) Times Dispatch and twenty-seven

- 10 - L
other papers, He used thirty-two categoriesg of classi-

10, School and Sooiety, irox.- 3, pp, 140-144,

fication, including: war, sports, education, government, -
goclety, poli 1cs, business, financa, transportation,

_ religion, baqavalanca, erime, noted pavqons, persons not
-noted, birtne ond deaths, marriaga,;divorce, industries;
safety and acoi&ahta;_aft; amusemonts and recraation, X
vosition; scianca'éﬂd.diéccvary; dokas; improvamantsi

household arts, litaratura, tﬁeatar, faslions, inventions,

- waataer, ag riaulture.

Fore racantly, C G Taylor nade a stuﬁy of
nawspaper content; using 243 Wissouri waekly nawgpapers,
~In an gttsmpt'tc determine.from what sources the waskly
newapefers‘are drawing fheir‘métqrialfhe clasgifisd their
contents on a basis ofi local, tswh; and countys Under
other categories a more detailea'classificaiion'waé_maﬁe

in a lator studya;l

11; Additional informailon on the shove cases,
with eriticisms of the individual works, will
be found in w1110y, The Country Newgpapar,
PP 24—*32&

The.gradual dovelgpmentiin:{he.abovg studies tond's

te show that it 18 poséible'to clagsify newspapor content
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. objectively., The thras essontials 1in classification, ace
cording to Willey, are!

1., Tho syston of categories must be applicable
to all general newapapafs¢

2+ It must be so constructed that 1t will bo
possibla to make comparisons betwesn differont papers of
the same date, the same papers at different times, or
difforsnt papers et different times,

3. It must give a naximum of pracision and

roduce the subjective elsment to a minimum,



CHAPTER IV
SHLECTION OF PAPERS

With Kansas waakly nawspaners numbering approxi- -

12

mately 4a8 obviously no extenaiva study could be made

12, Figﬁraa taken from Ayor's Amorican News-
paper Annual and Directory for 1929,

to include all or any major portion of then, The task -

of salecting raprasantative-papéra than nrés@ntaa itzelf

and proved 1o be no small problam. vaiously, tha Pnperﬁ
salectad should be woll aisﬁributed beoﬁraﬁhically, and
ghoulﬂ_rspraaant towng of alleiaea, with dus rabard for

the fact that appro‘i%ately t@th%ifds of the waacTy papers
in Xansag are pub1ished in tomns lower %han.1, 000 1n _popula~

tion,}?

.13, The 1930 cenqaa 1*st“ 152 ”ansas townns with a
population of 1,000 or more, and N. W, Ayer's
1929 Nawspaper Directory listis 414 towns in
which papers are published, :

At the same time, In order to contrast their con-
tent (1f thers proved to ba_anyncontrést}, it was dosired
“to gtudy tho fﬁuf classes of papers §1raaﬁy mentioned:
1, Sma11~town papers, |
2, County seat papers with no compatition.

3, Papors with weskly competitors. -
4, Papers with dailies as competitors.



Map Showing Geographical Distribution of Papers
on Which the Kansas Study is Based
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A trial study proved bayﬁn& queation that no more
Elthan twenty papars coulﬂ ba succeasfﬂlly atudied-withoat
. devoting full time. to the'work,~wh1¢h, obviously, a studant o
15 not at 1fberty ta do, and 1% seemea deeiravle to study
at lesst five papara in each af the abcve claasea. This
' made nacasaary a slight Baﬁrifiéa_inﬂtha desire %o hdﬁe'at
| ;easg thirtean.papgrs,injﬁuwné-ﬁf féwer-than Igooﬁ_parsbna,
‘ginee meny of the towna“wiih.twa-paparggsggfﬁigﬂlarly'thoae
with dailiss, sre above 1,000 in population, ﬁsﬂfina;iy
_ dec1d9d upbn, the.groap eont&iﬁaﬂ ten ?Eperg 1ﬁ towneiof laas
5£haﬁ.1,000 and ten in towns of more than 1,000, only to have
the 1930 consug figures show one of the 'smali_ﬂr towns 1o be of
more than 1;9@0* after the"afady wag nea£1y_ccmpiated;
However; with niné papefﬂ in towna.smalier_than
1,000 and four of these in towns smaller than=5009,1t-is
f41t that dus aanaidéraiion'has besn given thé small;towa'
papor.,
in selecting papéra for this stuﬁy,'only papefa
that had been in existence a% loast twaﬂﬁy.yeérs’wéré cone-
sldered, with the hope tha% at some fature pariod a gtudy
can be made to deiarmine whether any mnteiial @ﬁanga hag
occurred in the anount of the various 1??93 of-ﬁéWSs' The
papaers ars ligted in Table I,igiv;ﬁg 1nrbrmat1an aslfﬁ the
number of pages, circulation, subscription pricé, popula~
‘tion of town of publication, and names of the editors, which

in a majority of cuses means the names of the owners also,



gAJBLE I—-—-The Papers Studied

' ' ' : : — . **Circu- Usual  Subscrs  Town's
Paper--Place of Publication Editor lation Ho.pp. Price ¥ Polation#
Small~Town Paperss: ' - o _ T _ :
The Alton BEmpire--Alton ~*  Harry k. Kartz 450 . 4 ©£1.50 0 383
Logan County Hews--Winona - F, D Joslyn 480 - 1.50 324
The Leonsrdville Honitor--Leonardville’ Isaac Hoon 800 4 1.50 &92
The Altamont Journal--Altamont Frank E. George 1500 4% 2.00 588
. The. Chase Register--Chase - Groat & Groat ~ 855 43 1.50 278
- County seat papers, no opposition: R T . - 133 -

The Oskaloosa Independent--Oskaloosa - Roberts & Son 1200 8 2.00 983
Chase County Leader--Cottonwood Falls  %. C. Austin 1558 8 2,00 1552
The Hzade Globe-Hews--~Meade ~Kgith C. Cox - 973 8 1.50 800

 The Hoxie Sentinel--Hoxie ~ W. B. Daniels 1500 = B8-1=2 2,00 188l
Osborne County Farmer--0Osborne - Ce Eo Hann - BBOO. 8-1%2 2.00
%ith Weekly Competitors: v | L
The Anderson Countian--Garnett - Leonard EeCalla (1600 8 2.00 . 2788
The Alma Signal--Alma o . Carroll & Carrollll450 8. 1.50 = 811
The Coldwater Talisman--Coldwater Lawton Stanley (580 4% £.00 1296
Minncapolis Messenger--Hinnsapolis R. G. Hemmenway 1750 8 1.50 . 1741
The Citizen~-Patriot--Atwood - Littgll&Littell 1200 8 1.50 1166
¥ith Daily Competitors: o o o . -

- The Horton Courier--torton - F. K, Puvall s 4% 2.00 . 2767
The Pratt Union-~Pratt ' S. P. Gebhart 2120 8 1.30 . 6382
Lawrence Democrat--Lawrence - Henry &Albach 1000 4 1.00 12728
The Dodge City Journzl--Dodge Clty . Fred Sailors . 1900 8 1.50 . 10058
Wilson County Citizen--Fredonis o _Jno. 8. Gilmore 1800 4 QEOOf”&’LSQéﬁ

¥Carry also 4 pages ready print--not considered in analysis :

##Cirenlation figures from Ayer's American Fewspaper Annual and Directory, 1929.

#fPopulation figurss are from 1820 census rzport. : -

$In a great many cascs papers which charge $1.50 per yzar or less, have a higher rate for
out-oi-county or out-of-state subscribers. Thz minimum rate is 1isted here. '

oThe Wilson County Citizen, published semi-weekly, is the only paper in the group
‘published oftener than once a week. - - _ ’

LT



Five 1gsuos of each paper were checked, with the

idea that 1f suffiefent varidtiqn of content in differont

iosues was found to warrant, the work would bo carried

further with five or more additional iasuvesg, The rogults

gsoemed to indicate that five ipsues wore sufficient to

| picture adequately the relative amounts of the various

types of nsws, since no'great variations in different

issues of the same paper were found. In a majority of

craes the issues checked represented one from December,

1930, and two each from January and February, 1931.14

14,

Willey, in his study of Gdnnectidut'papers,

carried on for a yaar in ordsr to chock soa-
sonable variations in the news, only to find
that whati.any parascon eacquaintsd with the rou-
tine of a weekly newspaper would have sur-
nised was true, Zarly in Decomber the amoant
of local news decreased, showing plainly the

encreachment of holiday advartising upon newg

gpace, Vhen Docember advertising reached its
paak, demanding thet extra pages be added, the
amount of magazine material used cshot up, re-
flecting the fact that syndicated plate mat-—

tor, Christmas stories, ete,, were used to

acconpany tho added pages of advartising, in-
stead of local news beoing increased, Any
country oditor or printer will veuch for

this prac¢tice, Ur, Wllley found, also, ihat
school nows increased noesr ths close of
school, reaching 1is peak with commence-
nent, then glumped until September., Like-
wise cultural news, including church, club,
lodge and society, slumped during the sumnor
monthe, due to vacations and such factors,
then picked up again 1n Jeptambar and Octobor.

138
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CHADTER W
T ANATYATS OF FANSAS PAPERA

witx tho aﬁvent or tﬁs firn% daily paper in
Amorlea in 1?84,15 1% eﬂn h@.r@aﬂilj 1&&51&@& that the

15, T™he nﬂ@zican Moily &u?attiaa “hilaaalm
p%ia, was the fivet dnily. pap@r 10 AMopre
den, {Combinsd with $ha Norih Amorican in
ins9, which in turn was norpgod with tho
J%ﬁly Publia Ladg@r in Iﬁéa}. .

”nasimia;ig s%ul nay the doon of the waekly, n spite :
of the factriho reuﬁt?y had existed Loy eighty g@arﬁ :
-aarveﬁ ﬁy wGekliﬂﬁ-onlg,.ana, ag a matlor of fact, had
boon able to pull through the Revolutionary war, depend-
'ent_upan wookly pmﬁarélfar the diﬁseminatian of goneral
{nformation, FEVNEL o |

| Li ewsaa, %gcgﬁaggggggﬁﬁg dsvalapn@nt in tha
"digsewtnation of nousn h@é nosing. %he apaady ext!nctinn
'of tha weably papar, #With *ha.aavent af tﬁﬂ 1e193raph,
the teleph enﬁ, and nore rapid wamna nf transyortation,
making nore cumplate covarage of nows and greater cirqu- |
lation,pnasibiﬁ for the duiliog, 1% waa‘falt:by mang_
that the day of tha sﬁccéaafﬁl‘wéaklg wad g, Hith
the advent of tho redio the same h&e_mnd ory was raiaed;
prediating-&asiruation, not only for ihe woolkly, but for

81l nawepnLers.



Nevertheless, some 11,000 weekly papers in ap-
proximately 8,000 small towns in the United States con-
tinue to be: published, more or less successfully.

And the strange thing about it is that the con-

ception of the place and function of the rural weekly has

changed 1ittle since or because of the advent of modern |
inventions, True, the very earliest papers in the Colo-
nies limited themselves largely to foreign news, and a
l1ittle later a great deal of space was devoted to‘essays
of varioﬁs?types, advocating one cause or another, expres-
sing some individual's or some group's opinion., A1l of
this has, of course, chénged. -

The scope of the news and the function of a
country weekly paper have probably never been better
defined than by Horace Greeley, in a letter which he
wrote=in.1860.to a friend about to enter the country
field, He said in part:

"Begin with the clear conception that the sub-
ject of deepest interest to an average human being is-
himself; next to that he is most concerned with his neigh-
bors, Asia and the Congo sténd a. long way after these in
his~regard. It does not seem to me that most ¢ ountry
Journalists are obviou§=to these vital truths, Secure~a
wide-awake corrésﬁondeht in eﬁery viilage~gnd township in

your county.... who will promptly send you whatever

*® Sic;

20
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of moment occurs in his?via*nitv, and will nake up at

loast half of your Journal of local mat er fhns Gallecteét
nobody in the county can :onn do withozt 1 Do not 1ot

a new church be argant"ed-or new.mambera be added to one
a:raady exinting, a farm be s0ld or @ new hnuse be raised,
a 1111 bo zset 1n notian, a store be onanad, ror anything

of interest to a dozen familles occur without the fact
duly, thougﬁ bviany, chroniclaa in your eolums , if a
farmer euty a big troe or prows a mammoth baet, or harvests
a bounteous yiéld of wheat or corn, set forth the fact as
concisely and unaﬁceptionally as poqsiblet - In due'timé ob~
.tain and print a brief ﬁietovieal and statiatical accoant
of each township--who fzrst settlod ity who have been. 1ts
prominant citizana; who obiained eadvanced years therain,
otes Record overy birth o well as'efery marfiaga'Or'deaih;'
™ ghort, make ybur papar a.parfect mirror af'éverything

dono in your community %hat your citizans ought to know,"t6

16, Phil o1 Bing The Conntry l?aekl:,{; ppe 17-18,

e find golace for the countrJ editor uho fools
he doesn't run a ggggfpgper becauae everyone ajraady ¥nows
~all the news'ha prints'before 1% 13 prin%ad, in the words
of Don. Cy Seltzi | f . | |

"Thero 1is 5nterest in almost everything that hap-
pens, could you but f1na it? Above_all, be particular to

print the things about which your congtituency is already

x31e,
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informed by personal contact, Nothing 1s so interest—
ing ag to road about an evont we have geen wholly or in
part. The roader likes 1o compare tha printed report

with his own racollaations,17

17, DTon. C, Soitz, Training for the Newspaner .
. Trade’ P. 50 ff. ’ .

Fodern dGVQlopmants 1n.naws distributiﬁn, ir
they mean anything:to the cbuhtry aditor. . ﬁean that-wofa
than gver his panar must becone a 1oca3 1nst1tution, muast
contain material nat ta be founﬁ in ﬁaily naners_? !I‘aga-

zinas, nor to be heard ovor ths radio,

Local Hows ggfzansas'Papers

with mr Willley
In the present study 14 18 safe to assume/“that'

~ the function of thec:ountry weekly newspapser is to print
‘news of significanoe‘to the area of publicetion and circqﬂ
lation, and thaf the country-paper that does not devote
its newng columné-iargely td local matﬁer can scarcely be
classed as an effective gocializing agent, tfiake your

. paper a.perfect_mirror of everything done in your con-
‘munity that your citizens ought to know,' wrote Greeley.
Obviously, this iz impossible unless the contents of the

) e
local paper poriain in a large measure to local mattars.ls



18, Willey, The Country Newspaper, p. 5ls

one phase of the problem, then, in which we maj
well_intafeat oursélﬁes 13; ﬁwhat prcportion of the read-
ing matter in the average Kansas country wooltly is related
to the 6ommunityuaf"puhiiéation?' What pevecentage to the _
county of publication? #hat pefeentaga is state nows? What
rarcehtage 1z mational news? énd whgt percentage is foreign?

s "xz - |

Showing parcontages of Local, Counuy u;ate 'ﬁatioﬁél and

Foreign News, as found in 20 Represen ative
Kangags waokly pdpera,_'

T ypoe 5 of Nows

Papers R Local~- County State Natl. For'n
‘The Alton Empire : 31.,12 © 28,53 3.53 5.67 1,93
Logan Co, News = = 22,28 12,46 10,08 3,32 «39
The Leonardville'vonitor 37.28 356.11 7.89 3,68 .00
The é“l'tﬁ'non't Journal 89,12 :-:5. 40 5 ;76 6,90 «00
The Chase Register 50,88 7,98 6,05 5,27 1,78
The Oskaloosa Indepondentd0,61 33,04 8,11 3,23 +60
Chage County Leader ColA1,56 0 31l.11 dpus ZeB9 - 416
The HMeade Globe News 52460 9,37 11,25 5.85% 1.02
The Hoxie Sentinel . - 38,535 .29,04 9.20 Y 16

Osborne County Farmer 55,28  25.04 10, 55 2,89 38
The Anderson Countian  B1.36 29429 4.29 28,02 .32

- The Alma Signal . 19,42 0 35,15 58,93 8.8  1.28
The Coldwater Talisman 31,10 10,70 4,01 3,67 10,36
limneapolis Messongor 89,95  §5%.81 . 3,01 40 . .80
The Citizen-Patriol 41,94 31,61 5,03 11,85 +30
The Norton Courier 143,61 11.96 3,72 16,22 2,92
The Pratt Union - 51,18 13.96 6453 14,54 . ,16
Lawrence Democrat - 17.80 18.,26 18,26 16,43 2.28
Wilaon County Citizen 45,78  32.43 T4l 5,37 25

~ The Dodge City Journal 21,13 30,91 20,35 10, 76 .39

'j§ee Apnend. B, for absolute inchoes _on which percentages are based).



Our intereat in Table II conters; temporarily,
at least; in the first column,.whicn-gives-thé.aVerage.
percentage of local news found in sach of our twenty
papers—-news which the editor selects and himself preﬁarea
for his raaéerﬁ; It will be geon tﬁaﬁ tha Lawrenca Demos
erat ranks lowest with 177 local raterial, ﬁﬁile*?he.ﬁltau
mont Journal 1s:highesﬁ with 59,124, Tt is interesting
to note; in passing; that The Altamont Journal; although
published in & town of only 598, has a olroulation of
1;500 at.$2;00 a year; The information in this column is
nade clearay iﬂ'TaEie-IIIa | | |

| | ‘ It can be seen bereiarr%Eg:to_Taﬁ;a IIT that
only two papers have less than acﬁAgccal news; and two
have betwoen 20fand 30; sqven_beﬁﬁaan 30%and 40%;  four
frqﬁ 40 to 50%; and five exeeed 50%; although none reaches

60%:+°

19, It would; perhaps; be well to consider here a

question that may be raised; Is it not necessary -

- to take into account the absolate amount of materi-
al printed? An. eight-page paper may actually be
printing more 1inches of religlous news than a four=
page paper; yet in percentages the four-page paper
may renk the higher; although it is printing fewer

~actual inches; There are two sides to . most any-

" question; In the firgt place; the question of
balance among the .various typss of news mugt be .
considored; Tha gpace thal 1s avallable for read-
ing matter must b2 allocated among all the possible
types of reading matter. that the paper is printing,
From the point of view of presenting to the readers
a woll-balancod piciure of the comnuaily activities,
balance must bo.obtained smong the various typee of



new5¢ This being the case, the important nmat-

. ter is not so much the absolute inches in any

_ category as it is the proportion of one iype of
‘news to another, The important fact is the ade-
quaey with which the paper is gerving as a re-
flector of community activity, and this involves
the question of the manner in which available
gpace ig used; it invelves a matter of ratios,

It may be that a large paper can give more news
space, in absolute inches, {0 any type of material,
but 17 gagh paper 1is accurately picturing the

- conmunity, approximately corresponding proporiions
of news will appsar in each, (See Appendix B for

- the ebsolute number of irchas in the papers studied,)

TABLE III

Showing percentage of Local Hews Content in
20 Pan&as ueokly “agera.

Less than 20% Local WoOwS o« » v« s » s v & 4 s » 2 Papors
Lawranca Denocral o « o » o 17.80 :
- The Alma Signal LB A A 19,42

-

20 10 307 Local ews 4 « v« ¢ » s # & ¢ s o » « 2 Papars

»
"he Dodge City Journal., o + » 81,13
Logan County News . s ¢ » « « 22428
30 t0 407 Local NOWS « 4 s+ % # 2 s & o v & « 7 Papers
The Coldwater Tallisman, . « « 94,10 ' o
The Alton Empire, « ¢« s + » « 01,12
The Oskaloosa Independent . « 21,56
The Anderson Countlan , + » » 32,75
The Leonurdvillo onifors » o 07,88
The Hoxie $entinel‘ PO SR S 38,55
”inneaﬁalis hassenger e o o a 59,95
40 to Op Tocal HoWS a o o o o o ¢ o v » « & o« 4 Papers
Chase County Leader « » ¢ ¢ &« 41.56
The Cirtizen-Patriot o « o o 41,94
The Norton Courier, , « « s o 15.61 -
Wilson County Clllzen ¢ o » » 45.73 -
50 t0 605 Local TOWS & o s o « » s & » s o & & O Papors:
The Chage Régistors » o » « » 50,88 o
The Pratd Unloil o+ s o « & » o 51,78
Tho Meade Globe-~Newss « » o » 22,60
Oghorne County Farmer « + » » D0LR8
The Altamont Journale + « » o 59.12%

*No paper eantained as high as 607 local news,
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Just what percentago of local nows a-papér should
carry, obviouszy; ho one caﬁ;aay.with an air of finality,
although it is safa td,aaﬁ thet less than 30§ 1s.toa 11t£1@. :
willey, 1n'digcussing hié study of.Connécticut.papers.cone
cludss that a.papar'ﬁévoting more than one-half of 1ts
news qnace'%o othor ﬁﬁan local newsfis by shoor welight of
eroportions raxsgating 100&1 news to a socondary place,
and is; therefore; not tho SGCiﬁli”ing faetor 11 should be,

© on such a bastis We should-be roraed to conclude
that-threﬁéfourthﬂ-of-the Laﬁsas-papars-are felling shori
of their possibilities in this respact, Since only £1ve: out
of the tuenﬁy studsoed showed a local nows cantent of SOW
or morea |

Er;.ﬁilley &iﬁeoﬁéréd:that.only oﬁgwfoﬁrth-bf
the Oonnﬂeticﬁt papers achiévédjﬁﬁe.séﬁ gtendard; one-

fourth of them falling below 5cﬁ;, only one=fifth- fall
balow 207 In Kansas;'=Horé_ﬁafiéﬁion'éas found in the
local nours content of Gahﬁé&ti&ﬁt]ﬁapéfs; thay ranging
from 3. 96% to 90.~~g, w&ile in thc Kangas study, the vari=
‘2tion yas from 17,30 to f0.1¢ﬂ3 .“videntlj Lannas editors
are more nearlv 41 oun mina aq t what shouid constitute |
& good Jocal newuparor. Further prcof of this state= |
'uent 13 round 1n tﬁa fact tzat eaven of tha hwnntv papars
studled wore in the 3@%to 40“ lnc 1 nﬁws conueﬁi clasae
™ contrast*nn thn 1oca1 neus conuent of tha

four claszos of weavlj “apavs stuﬁie Ay oﬁhar interesting
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facts, made clear in Table IV, come to 1ight, For one
thing, the county seat papers, with no oOmpetition;las

a group outranked the three other groups on a basis.of'
local news content, with 41,71%, Small town papers, repre-
senting five towns ranging in population from 278 to 598
ranked second with 40.13%, Weekly papers with daily com-
petitoré ranked third and those with weekly competitors

were lowest in loeal news content,

TABLE IV

Showing local news content of different classes
of Kensas weekly papers.

Weekly papers w&tﬁ woekly cbmpetitore .« v oa s w 32,754
Weekly papers with daily aompetitprs v es e 36,02%
_Sma11~town PADETE*s o 4 w4 . 4 b b s ...'g e » 40,133
41,71%

-
-
»
»

County seat papers with no competition. .,

*The 1argéat toﬁn 1n'wh1ch a paper of fhis group was
.publiahed had & population of 598,

The ihtéresting fact 1o note at this particular
point 1s that county seat papers with no competition-—
+those with the field to themselves and considerable county
_patronége assured--render a better news service (on a basis
of attantibp to local news) than do any others, as a group.
In other words, they do not take advantage of their favored

position to slight the news. This fact gains added impor-
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%ance“farthar-along;'foz it turns out that this same '
groupﬁof:papers_ranks'higheat;in'1ucal-p1uanéounty,?aws,-
alsos And,; as will be shown later, the toial percentage
of advertising to reading matter is énly'slightiy higher
in unopposed county seat papers, In fact,; 1t seoms en~
tirely possibley from the facts obtained here, that resi-
dents in a one-paper weekly town receive better news ser
vico than do pecple in towns where two papers are

attempting to cover the'fieldf.

10cal—p1us~00un@y:Nawa'.a'

o Without dauht, 1n a atudy of Kansaa coumtry
papars more importance should attach to “1oca1~p1us~-

counmyﬂzo.news:than to purely local or town news, for in

804 Use of the word "county" in this conjunction

might be misleading, Obviously, in a study
- of 4his sort, strict adherence io county

1ines could nnt be observed in studying
the "incidence of interest® or source of
news., Town-plus-~surrounding-community is
what 1s meant, In the casn of county seat
papers this might be approximately the county, -
gince most county seat papers attampt to
rapreaent the entire eounty. SO . e

practinaliy evary inatanoe the town 13 tha aentar of a
much 1argar territory from whioh the newspaper draws
patronage and to which it is obligated. It goas without
argument that the paper 1s as vitaliy concerned in the .
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success of its surrounding rural community am it is in
the town ftself, A majority of the residents of Kansas
are dependent, indirectly at least; upon the productivity
of the solly even though many gge gracqfﬁgtbankgrsgabara
bers; etey Figures would :Probably show/atjcast 507 of
the subscribers to the average Kansas weokly ﬁapér reside
outside the city 1imits of the town of publications So
we repeat; the *1nea1~p1u§_aountyﬂ naws-claasifiaation is
the important one to be considered in evaluating the Kansas |
meékij as a socializing factor; |
TABKE‘I{

E Showing porcentagé_of'Lcéalelda&CQunty-Héws as
' “rovealed by a study of 20 Kansas papers -

£ 3

Logen County Nows & 4 4 o 4 & & 4 4 & ¢ 4 & & & & & 34,74%
Lawrence Domocrat o 5 o ¢ ¢ + 4 4 ¢ & & & 5 & & & & 36,067
The Coldwater Talioman.: 4 4 s » & + & & % & & & « ¢ 41,80%
‘The Dodge City Journali ¢ & & 4 & « 4 & & & s & & & 92,047
The Oskaloosa Independent 4 4 & 4 4 & & & & ¢ ¢ 4 55.65%
Tho AIma S4gnal o & ¢ o ¢ 4 & ¢ ¢ ¢ & & & ¢ ¢+ ¢ « « 54,579
The Norton Courier: ¢+ &« 4 4 4 ¢ 4 ¢ ¢ & & & ¢ & & 4 55 4575
The Chaseo ROZIBLOL: ¢ & 4« ¢ & 6 ¢ 5 s & &'« & 4 & & DB.86%
Tho Alton Empire. ¢ & & o & & # 4 4 ¢ 4 & » & & 4 4 59.65%
Theo Andergon Countlan 4 ¢ ¢ 4 & o o & % & % &« & & & 60.65%
‘The Meado GLobe~NOWS, 4 & ¢ ¢ 4 o o & & ¢ & & o & 61,975
The Pratt Unfon 4 ¢ 4 & & ¢ % & o o » s % & & » & 65747
Tho Hoxdie Sontinely i & & 4 ¢ 4 w s & & ¢ o ¢ 4 » & 67:57%
The Loonardvilie MONLtor: ¢ & « 4 ¢ 4 4 s « & & » & 72.39%
Chago County Leader ¢ « ¢ ¢ o ¢ & 4 4 o o » 2 & ¢ & T2,67%
The Citizen~Patriot o 4 4 s ¢ o & & ¢4 & » & & & & 73:55%
Wilson County CLtizZen 4 i 4 & & « ¢ o & & & o v & & 78i26%
Osborne County Farmor « & s s s o + ¢ & & ¢+ « » 4 ¢ 80:32%
Tho Altamont Journals 4 ¢ a-¢ o « o & & & & ese & & 84,5353
@ 4 % s & & 8 4 4w @ . b @

Minneapolis Messenger 92480%
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Tablo ¥ ghows the percentage of localepluse
county nows ag m;mi in oach of 20 Fansas weshly papors |
atudied, ranging from lowest to highent. TI% wiifz. ba
mmceﬁ'- that ell bat three papers eontain 'm'ra than 50%
nowe dealing with tmm and c&miﬁm ‘hmt elaven ¢f the
twenty have more fhan 6(3,,;5 while rwen £o. abwe ?@'ﬁ and
four shove "?am PRI U AP S il _

b 8 Hiiiﬁyg ixz his :stuﬁy ﬂf C:eimactimzt papara,
asagumad thet a raral woekly pepor shomm--ﬁavata at leaaz _
757 of ite space to 1oca1-pms«-comty nma, but discovered
~ that nn!.y five of the atate*a thiriy-fim papers atd so,
Re&uning the standerd to 7 3e he found that mly,elwm
‘papers, a'r-'slagahiiy nore then one=third ,'?nciﬁm"«méat' 1t
aven 4f ho aseuned that 503 of total reading space devoted
to this typa 0f News, was . anx’fmimt, atin oniy mm tha :
cannwtiaut panpers ‘mot. evon thiﬁ‘fﬁﬁﬂirﬁiﬁﬁatg ,

- B3, f@r. Wilioy sooms tc mterprat {’realeyi
- ghadanont (esx.ready quoted on page 19)
$0 mean that 507 of total reading &pace
should bo devotod to local news, A caro-
ful analysis of tho statoment disoloses =~
- that CGreeloy moant “Tmmp!as—-county or
upiuﬁnﬁowmmity. ' R A e,

' -Gﬁmpar ng ropalts of t!m Kanoas and Cannecucut
stuﬂiea, If the ntandard be pat at 507, 85 of the Xansas
papars qualii’y (17 out of the ;20,-%?1&_13?»6&); as comparedwith
“. 8 11416 move than 507 (18 out of 26)°% in Conmacticut.
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22, In his discussion Yr, Willey says, #if 1t

is aaaumed that the local paper should de—

- vote 50% of ite reading spacey as a nini-
mam to the "10cal~p1usmcountyﬂ comnunity
areay only 17 of 35 Comnecticut weeklies
are above the minimum,®™ However, in two

. tables which he pregents, he shows 18 of .
the 35 papers with more than 507 in this
~category., (Soo Willey, The coantry News-- ‘.
paper, PP. 9~50~61 )

If the gtandard is raised %o ?Oﬁ-alignfly'mare than on¢a-
third of the Kansas papers qualify and siightly fewer
than one~third of the Connecticut papars; -Four out of
twenty Kansas papers and five cut of thirtymfive Connecti—
cut papers rank above 75% in this respaet, giving the
Kansas.papers. only a ;iﬂfaf edga.:;

S mr. Courtnay, in his study of Habraska papers,
tﬁking the group as a whola, diacovera& that only 52,54
of them ranked above zha 50? “mocal—pius-oounty" news

23
stan&ar&.--

23, Journﬁlism.eﬁaftérly,'vhi. L Kag &y D 299, -

~ The five Kansas papars which rank highest in
local—plusmcountv news ccntant have a “igher combined
circulation than eny. other five papers in the group, -
and thia, too, wzth a subseription price of $2,00 per
year for three out of the five, One of them has a cirou—

lation throe t imes the size of the town's population in
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which 1% 45 published. Three othors are in fairly large
towns, bat have strongtzompatiticn 30 moet,, Tﬁua”i‘ -
“would goon thet thera is a- poaitivs correlatior batwean
high-percantage af localmplus~aaunty‘news and large civ-
culationy | _ SRR |

In’ contrasting ﬁhe 1aca1~p1us-county news cony
tent o* the four classes oy groups of weekly papers
studied; we find that here the counily seatl papers with«
out opposition again rank hs.gnes'ta- o

" ﬂAme. _' s

Showing “Local—plua~00unty” news contenz of different
R eiaases of ransas waakiy papars¢, '

wgekly papers with daily competitors PR 55.89%
sma11~town papers IR I O B N B _62”05%5
Weakly papera with weakly eompetitora I 65;&9%
County aeat papars witn no competition. PRI .67Q23%

‘.-‘-\4 o - .l

Tha faat that weekly papeys with daily cotms

petitore rank 1awedt in this olassification may be B
plainad in part by the faot that a majority of them  '
are 1n fairly 1arge towns, where tbey attempt to cover
thair tawna thoroughly; but ara less 1nteraatad in ths
aurroundjny eonmunity. .

. Gounty aeat papers weuld naturally be expected
-to rank high in such a clavsifioation aince their duty



4o the wholo eounby 4% gonerally sccepted. Thet the
&aﬁnﬁy'aaaﬁ-pﬁﬁéws-witﬁoa% oppusition rank highest is
poasibly an a:piana%ian ag ta uhy they are without eppos
sitions  If thay wore not ccveriﬁg the fielﬂ a&equatal

cpposiﬁian.wouiﬁ saun LpPOnTe

' .}73 & ‘&_gg I. qu §_i€% &g, %Fﬂgﬂ & ﬁn 2}'@}‘#5 ._

: “‘SBL& T?’EI;

Showiag pnraentagas of atatoy netional and fovelam nows
_ aﬁ sounﬁ ta 20 rapresamzatﬁva Kaaaaa \
- : waokiy ﬁapess, -

ﬁtaﬁa-.; Maﬁianal bareig&
The Adton Mopive 3@53? AT '-’51?61 S 3&593
Topan Coy Hous ' iﬁ,@a _' D438 . 459
The Leonardvilie Monftor  T.80 0 0 0 DB.68 . W00
The Altamont Jourhal. - 8476 0 8,80 0 W00
Tho Chage Regleter B0 BaR7 0 X418
Tho %a?aleasa ndepondent  Bx1L 0 3423 SRR s
Chose County lomdew - deRB 289 426
The oade Clobe=llows - 1R425 1 5,83 31.02
Tho Honie Sontinel SRS 0 BWB7 416
Osborne County Farmor  *1@r53; 2489 .08
{tn uaa&lv conwetitor@; Je o _ s S
Tho Anderson Comntian = 4.89 2008 »38
The Alma Signal C BR800 8,98 0 3,88
The Coldwator ?aliaman T S 1 10,56
Einneapolis losse L De01 40 o8B0
'Pha C:itl*anwmtv: a0 D03 . 371-55&. _ _ ;'50 _
. gth gnil vlsamnetitara, _ e R |
The norton Courlor ¢ 0«7R - 0 1088 - 2;9&
Tho Yrett Unzan”_r~-‘- S BeBB L 4,84 W16
Iawronce Damocrat: 1.‘f18-35' 10643 0 BeEB
#ilson County Citimen 7«41 BeBT 486

‘“zca Dodge cu; Jouml CBEQWIE 10,76 A 239

= —



In Table VII 1s_fqund a segfagatian of state,
national and foreign news. In this table the ﬁapers
are not graded on a basis of their content as revealed
by the ﬁnalysie, but remain in their original groups,
as designated. i ' |

It was possible to-make a rough estimate of
wﬁat perecentaga of iis rsadtng_spaée a rural paper should
devote to town and community news, snd to point cut which
papers were.fulfiiiiﬁg their ubligatiens-iﬁ this resgpect,
merely by snawinv the parcentage each davotad to theaa
_types of ﬁ@WSq | o R

waavar, 1n atudying the amounta nf stata,
national and foreign news in the variou. papers, tné

figuras thamaelvss tell‘very little, and it would be absurd

54

0 maiatain that each and every paper shauld devota a grvan )

perneniage of 1ta spaca to, say,'stata news. Haﬁy factora
enter 1n; for one thing, careful eonsider&ticn must be
given the 1ocation of each paper ‘before intelligent cone
'ment_can be made regaraing 1%9 attention to state ‘news,
For exampia, 8 rural weokly papar located mid-
‘way betwean Knnsas Gity and Topaka, where daily papera
-from one or both of thosa ¢gities are found in a majority
' _of homea, will need to davota considerably l0ss svace %o'
state and national-nawa thag_wi;l alpaper_;n_tha_westgrn

end of the slate where 1arg§ dailies circulate zaéﬁ,aaaily,
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and freely, and where many~famiiiaa receive no daily
paper, | |

A paper in a community such as the first mene
tioned could not be censured severely if it devoted very
11ttle space 1o national news, and its attention to state
news could logically be confined largely to elaction time,
or such other times as important qﬁestions which the edi-

~ tor wished to stress were before the people,

| state Naws.' The Chase Ceunty Laaaer, witn
azsé, ranks iuwast in psrcantage of stata nawa, while
:tha Dodge City Journal 13 highest with 20 35&; These
'twa examplaa seem %o bear oux the cantenuion autlined
 abova. The Gnase county L@adar, at Gottonuood ralia, |
-published 1n the ahadow of the famous Emporia Gazatta,.
.and circu&ating ina tarritory covarea alao by Wichita
I dai1ies, could rendar litile servine in the disaamina-:
_ t1on of state newa. I g
. | ?nainodga dity Journal, rapra«anting the other
 extreme, is a conaiderable aiatance from any large state
daily, and furthermore, is in a terriuory not aasily a0~
coasible to dailiea witn tha excepﬁion of those 1n
fﬁutchinaun. Lt is not surprising, tharefora, to find 1t
dévdting'considerable apace to gtate news. Tt lzkely
:also attempts to aampéié,‘té'ébma*extén{,:with tha-daily
publiahad in Dodge Gitj, in giving state news, |

.
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" The Logan County News and The leade Globe-News,
both earrying high percentages of state news, aré near
the western edge of tha-state;'somewhaf.dutsida the pale
of large daily papers, Thé Oshorne Farmer, with a high
percentags of state neﬁs, is also in the western half of
the state, with somewhat the same condition applying.

R4

The editor and the owner of the Farmer“® are both promi-

g4, C.. T, ﬁann editor, is & atata repraaenta*
tive, and B. P, Walker, owaar, 13 state-
- printer, _

inent state figurea which accounts to some extent for that
-papar'a interest 1n state newss The Lawrenea Democrat,

' publishad haif«way between Fanaaa Gity and Tapaka, in a
community where many daily papara circulate, ranks aacond
highest in percentage of state news carried. This fact,
while puzzling at first, apparsntly is explainad further
along in the stndv; The analyaia revaalea thia paper

with a high perceniage of editorial opinion, most of whioh_

~1s devoted to sitate problems, quastiona, and argumants,

B Q tional and-Fore;gg Naws.'-Theaé two types ﬁill

be considere& together, since an 1mportant factor which
affects bcth must be conﬁidered. |
As will he ssen 1n Table VII, two papers devote

| more-than 1656 of thelr total reading_space to-national



news, and in each case, more than 2% more to foreign
news, a third paper devotes 28.02% to'stata_gews.-_Tﬁe
queatlon_naturaily_érises:_Why will a country weekly
editor spend his time and effort in preparing and pre-
senting nat;ona:_anﬂ foraign néwsfta #ugh §n_amount?

The answer 1s: Hé doean*t,, Tha national and foreign
news to allarga axtent repreaants syndicated plate mat-
terummaterial which tha editor reeaivaa in plate form,

| at amall expense, and nses to ﬂfill-up“ whataver apa06. 
is left after_tha‘ads and shop-sét newa_are all in the

formaﬁzs-__ Sl

25, Thia type of filler will ba discussed nore.
 fully in a following sectién. Since it is
- made up by the syndicating company for use
- in any paper in the United States, with the
 tims element not important, the result is
mostly naticnal and foreign news of naga- 7
. zine type. B _ L

Tt will be;ééanffnét'aié'bf the twenty papers
contain mors than 107% national news, and that eight con-
tain more than 107 national aﬁd'fbreign news combined,
One papsr contains the astontahing ‘amount nf 10,367 for=
eign newa. Raferance to Table IX shuws that the same
paper uaea a 1arga amount of syndioated plate mattera

Whiie_it.ia felt_that”a contrast of the four |
grbups of papers as regards state, nat;onal and foreign

news, shows 1ittle of importance, nevertheless Table VIII



shows that the same paper uses a large ampunt of syndi-

cated plaste matter,

T&BLE ‘i?III

Shcﬁwing a‘cata, nationai and foraign naws cxontan*t of
different ciaeses of Kansas weedy papars. '

'.i’ypaa nf Nawa_

State_l_ rfa'ﬁianal Foraign

Small-town Papers BB - 436 .82

County Seat - no compatition B.48 = B.68 - ,46
With Weekly competition 4,66 L l1g.58  B.6X

With Daily competition 11,21 10,68 1.20

PRI Ty T

sttt

It 15, perhapaf :!.mportan‘h to nota that weekliee
conpeting with datlieq, as a group; giva nore attant:ton %0
both stato end natfonal _mws than do any of the other three
groups, The group of maltii‘.as é’itﬁ 'w'eakly ,c‘ompe.ﬁtﬁi?a
ranks unugually high in mtional-naws » due principally to
ona paper of the group, The An.dq__:_-sd:;j Countian, which de~
voted the astonishing smomnt af;_'a'&:_.j;ﬂ_ﬁ'% of 1%s total read-

ing space to state news,

38
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- ShqpeSet_ggiLSyﬁQ;caﬁe‘materiq;f.

Any person ever assqeiateﬂ with a rural weakly
newspaper knows the generai meantng ef plata matter or
“beiler pzate. It is ayndicate material raaeivad in piate

form, at law cast per column,z6 and of auch a nature that

Tha price vatiea, but 62400 to Esion per paga
is the usual prioe¢ o

it can.bé usaﬁ;insany;paperﬁfroﬁ ﬁiktch; Karyland; to Renoyg
ﬁevada; ‘any tima fron savnral montha to meveral ‘years after
1ts reloase - | o
f The much ﬂiecussad question of wheﬁher a majority
of 1t 15 of any vmlue, excapt ag "filler“ to avoid the ox~
pansge of aatting nara*typu on the 1inotype, 1s pne

guitable for a saparata atudy anﬂ wlll not be gune into
'bhoroughly here: R | | |

Suffice 1t to' say that much so--called thoiler

| piataﬂ of a samieadvartistng naturei glvan the editor with-
out'chargag'finds-its'Way tnto the columnsg of wéekiy papers
of ihe ecuntry§ fo the uitiﬁaté,prdrit of {he concern working

_the:hoax;27

27, ﬁn 1neerest1no article on this particular
~question by Carroll Da Clark; Ph. Du;
University of Kansas, will be found in

m The HNew Republigy for Jan, 20, 1926,
E?E'I;. 45y ppe 2 ‘5‘6‘ -59; -
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At the same time it should be acknowledged that
the Wostern Newspaper Union, specializing in the furnish-
ing of syndicated plate matter to newspapers at moderate
-cost, is furnishing a-sarvicGIWhiéh many papers would find
it difficult 4o get along without —- a service that can be
used to advantage by the aditor who gives the proper atten-
tion to salecting the material he uses, The above organi-
zatlon boasts that it has made available to country edi-
tors stories for which the author originally racaived
N 1 .00 per word for nis work. And. they wara available for
the aountry editor anly ahortly afﬁer they Wore raieasad
to the 1aad1ng da*ly papara of the country. |

- The amount of plate matter used by Kﬁnsas rurai '
wnekly_pape?é is considered heré bﬁiy bedaﬁéé.it ngs an
.1ﬁportant bearing on some typgg of newa;;naﬁeiy, netional
and foreign, as alfeady pﬁintad_oat,.apd magazinéjmaterial.

. Taﬁle L 4 shoﬁﬁ'the ?9:°9§?353 each of shopaéet'

.ﬁaterial, plafe.ﬁatter, cartoons-aﬁﬁ qomics, magazine
| material and national plus foraign news to total news ‘
apaoe, as found 1n the Kansas papsrs Btudied* The nationu

al plua foreiqn oolunn is given merely to show the corre~
| 1ation between high contant of plate_mat%er and high con-
 tenz of national and foraign news,
| OBviously, syndicate matter intended for uge
~ any place 1n the United %tates, if 1% has any néws interest



at all, will be national or inter-national in scope. A
groat daal of 1% is historical or traveiague in nature,
ttuch of it, of boureé,.ig fiotion, while some is devoted
to recipes and home topilcs of various sorts, -

CTABLE IX | |
Showing péroenﬁages éf'shap;sat ﬁateriai, éiata'mattar,

cartoons and comics; magazine material and national-
plus~foreign news, as found in 20 Kansas papers.

Type of News

. . T e ik . GAY [ ads 4 Nat?l &
 Paper __“_Shap:Ethkiate &931?5>333-- Foreign
- Small-Town Paperssy. e e T n o
- The Alton Eampire - 79,78 20,22 ,00 14,51 5.60
Togan Co, News - - - 96,45 40,68 2,88 35.00 3,71
The Leonardville Monfitor 351,73 17;60-7 266 17,95 3 .68
The Altamont Journal = 87,80 - 2,20 00 77 6.90

The Chase Register 69,00 25,00 8.00 21,93 7,05

Go. Seat, Mo Competitors: - an o
The Oskalooga Inaepondonitd.83 29,21 6.0 288,65 3,83

a1

Chase Co, Leader 82,690 17.31 L0 16,47 32,05
The leade Globe~News 85,35 16.18 ',49_ 13.06. . 6.85 .
The Hoxie Bentinel 89,31 8,57 2.;2 14,37 3.73

Osborne Co. Farmer - 98,31 1,69 400 2424 3,37

#ith Weekly Competitors: LTy L _

The Andersgon Countian 06,14 1,81 ,95 3,82 28,34
The Alma Signal 70,63 B2.,47 6,90 19.90 1026
The Coldwater Talismen 53,18 44,14 2,68 30,10 14,03
Minneapolis Messenger 98,01 1,99 .00 . 3,01 1,40

‘The Citizen-Patriot 04,22 - 5,18 W60 9442 12.15
§ith Daily Competitors: = .
The Norton Courier - 81,13 18,08 79 14,89 19.14
The Pratt Union' =~ - 89,77 9467 81 11,85  4.70
Tawrence Demoerat o T4,43 85,57 . 00 7,30 18,71

‘Wilson County Citizmen 90,79 4,87 4.34 5,68 5,62
‘The Dodge City Journal 94,52 .50 5,08 11415 6,45




~ An examination of Table IZ shows that the enount
of plate matter used rangos from 1.,69% of total nows space
ﬁo 44.144, and that nine of the twenty papers £111 nore
than 15% of their news space with this type of matarial.
Tive papers devots leas than 9% of their space to plate
nattar and three have 1&3% than 3% ' '

Tt will be saen by the sane table that in every
case a paper with a higngparcantage of plate-ma%ter gaa.:
a high perceﬁtage either of magaziﬁé ma%efial Or nationale
' roreign nawa or both. As alrevay axpiainaa, plata matter
could scareoly avaid falling 1nto one of these categoriesa
Only by chanos could:ayndicated plata maﬁter_evar pertain
to the town or county of pmbliqation. R

Wewspaper men and jcurnalists ara well aware of
'tha fact that woekly papérs’ ‘are severely critiaieed for
devoting 80 much of their apaca to pJate matter:igz it
1s felt that a_lengthy disaussion_on the 3uhjact here is
 unnecessarye. One fact which wafraﬁta'thia criticiem 1
that 1ittle time or effort is gi#égf;ts Selectiqn'by the .
leditor.f In fact, the writer knowslfrom experionce that
much of 1% is run without any mémber of the force going
%o the troubls to read its
:_ | ~In the analysis of Kansas nawapaper content no
: attsntion was glven the ready-print agntion of pepers

which use that seﬁulcag n chef wérds; a paper with four



pages of home~print and four pages of ready-print waé figurea
ag a fourﬂpaga paper and only the locally printed pages wore
analyzed, (Only fouyr of the twenty papers studiad were of
'this type.) ﬁlmost ‘everyons ia aware of the fact that
paper can be aecurad from the Wegtorn Newspaper Union, with
one sids of the sheot alrendy printed, almost as cheeply
ag the blank paper can be purchased, |

While no doubt mome rural subscribers read the
ready-print section of their homewiown papér; in other |
cases 1t is undoubtedly truo that the editor umes 1t merely
to double the number of pages in his paper, Few editors
paylmuch attention to what appears in the raadyaprint 86Cw
tion, although they have the liberty of designating the
types of material tney dasire used therein.

In a few casss papers whign use the ready-
print service also uze a high percentage ﬁfgéyndigatad
plate metter, One paper studied in particular has a
raadyupriny”aeatiﬁnlof four pages, ahd,_in addition, of
the four pagos bf home-print, more than 40% is plate matter,
It 1s needlasa to point out thet such a paper is less than
30% a looal paper.
_ Perhaps 1t 1s a coincidence, but 1f mo 1t is an
interesting one, that of tha'six pa?era with the highest
percentage of plate matter, only two have-ciraulations'apcvaf

600, whereas the six papers with 1088 than 10% plate matter

43



'hava aubaoription 1ista ranging from 1200 to 2500,

| Ag a wholey Kensaa weeklies give. 11ttle space
to-aqrtoons and cumigs, Ag shown 1n Tgble ;X, five of
.thé'twenfy papers atuaiaﬂ.aarfié& no éa“toah or comic
strips, and nine devoted less than 1% ta them, while oﬁa |
davnted ag high us ?%v

ﬁr.-caartnay¢ 1n his study of ‘Nebraska papers,

found an average af 23.8% of totai raading space ocoupled

by piata matter, wninh, he unncluded, vas too much.2800m~

v 28, Journalism;ggarterly;'Vai; "o".;,_,-";bp._F 299,

btn1na nlats matter w*th eamias and eartoors (1t is s
sumed t&is ia uhat ey ﬂourtnoy did) it 45 found thak
Kansag papars average only 17.59%,-

29, It 19 not pogsible to aonvara Kansaa and Con-

necticut figures at this point without considera~

Lle diffic¢ulty, aince Nr, Willey separated oach
news category on a basis of shopeset or plate
matter. That 1s, siate, national and foraign
news, &g well as magazine material, raligions,
educational nows, etc., wers diviﬁe& t0 show
- what baraentage of each was shop-sat or plate
matter, He found, of course, that a high per-
centape of foreign news, magazing material and
such wus plate matter, while a high percentage
of mtate, educatiunai end religious news was
shop~set, These facts did not warrant such
a separation in this atudy.
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TABLE Ya

Showingﬁpercentage of ahoﬁ-sa material aa contrastoed with
p ate matter plus cartoons and conies; as found
S in different claasea of Kansns weskly papnrs;

= Snopéset ~FTate &atter,

_ Reading Haﬁter Cartocns & Comics
Smallstown papors 74,58 23,36
With weekly conmpetitors 83,05 - 16,95
Co, soats; no competitors 83,61 16,39

With Daily Competitors 86,15 13,85

-While'{ha smdliétown péﬁéf fﬁhks.iéﬁesﬁ in'parcén4
tage of anopnset reading maiter, anﬁ pap@rs wiih datly com= .
.pﬂtitO“s rank highast, tner% 1a liﬁtle va:iation as batmeen
groups; ahouing thet uamﬁj&ﬁate m&ttar&?e found among all
ﬁypas of vaparsa The small—town paaer, with smaller force
and 1685 equipment would be expecta& to resort more to tha

.GVBr~nt~hBHQ pln“e matter when advartising is low,

'édﬁcrtising and Reading_ﬁattera

Tho pareentaga of tntal sPaco devctad ta reading
matter is parhaps of suffieient intarest to warrani the
'presanting of Table X1, showing the ‘percentage. of space
oocupled by hoth news and advertising in Kansas papers,

 The atg%emenm is often heard tnat 8 papar must
run closa to Boﬂﬁgdvartising in ordar to ahow a profit,
Jleaving 40% for news. Applying that ratio as a basis,

without going inta the merits of the case,; we find that



only four, or ons-fifth of the Kaﬁaaa paners studiod carry
an avorago of 607 or m@rg?gﬁvartiaing, but sevaral othors
cone clome to 113 twoelve of the twenty gaffying nore than
50% edvertising, The lowent percontage of advertising

found In ony papor is 35,82, whilo the highost ip 6842 Be

TABLE X1,
Showing nareaﬁtagaa of aﬁvartig*“o an& r@adinﬁlmattew ag
found 4n EQ raphegantatzva Tansns w@akzy napera.

..h.hﬂﬁdiﬁg K&ttar '&éﬁartisgng

rfmu-twnmparsz e o
Thae Allon AnDirod e 3,00 47,00

Logan Co. ﬁawa ’ o AZW4AY . B7.53
" The Loonardvilie %oni%av . 404806 _ 59,14
Tho Altamont Journal - BG.81 : - A5,19
Tiw Chapa Ragiatar - o 31;?6  68B.R4
Comnty gertn, unopposed) R - .
Tho Uolkalooan maspondent -_?ﬁl.és - 0 OBES
Chuga County iseador _ 49,05 SRR 19 3 1< B
The Yoenda Globo-ilows 39T L 60483
The Hoxie Jenitlnel 45678 B7..83
Osberna County Farmer = 37.34 62466
With waokly comnotition: A Lo -
The Andereon Touniinn 57 450 &8 94l
The Alma Signal 66,135 5587
The Caidwatgr Talismen 60 688 30418
Minnopnolés X eamnnge* 40,88 89,12
Theo Citizannﬁatrint 03460 0 60440
With dally comneti ﬁiom: - '
Tha Forion Courior o 62 46 5754
Tha Prati Yniom i : 43420 : 51490
- Iawrance Depporat : 464,80 : 53 .20
71kgon County Citizaen 87,66 . 42454

The Dodga City Journal 45479 | 54421

a L
il
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The figures in Tahla XI do not point ﬁefinitaly
to the profitabl@ness of Kansas papers; nor offer vasie |
for comparison; since they are on a percentage basls and
some were four~page papers and othors aightép&ge;

It ﬁiil'be found 5y-referring to Table IX; page
41; that as a rule; pepers with a high percentage of adver-
tising run 11ttle plate maiter; although there are excep-
tlons to this rule; Tnis would soen to indlcate that edi-
tors generaily consider plate mattér'df 1ittle.valﬁe;.and
elimiﬁate it when space'is at-a'ﬁramiam; Without doubt
the averaga reader will profét more from reaaing a paper
crammned with ads than he w111:§§% draﬁmed with plata &t
ter' : .. ‘.
| Carrying thrﬁuéh ouf'éoﬁtrést of the four differ-
ent classes df'kansaa.ﬁawspapers;JwaiPresent Table XKII;
.showing:advaftising parcentagasgaf the various groups, 'Tha
news content is; of couraeg'in iﬁﬁerss praportioﬂ; as for
_this particular purposa all spaca in tha papar was figured

g eithar advartising or news. .

| TABLEXIT.

Showing porcentage of advertising found in the different
groups of Kansag papers&

County seat} no SOmPetitlon . o ool i 54.02%
Smalle-towh & o » b s ¢ 3 b e 0 hod e e a b e + o 52,16%
Tn Gaily F16L1G. o s o o # & o & 4.0 0 & o 5 & & & 4 47:87F
With weelly competitors . 4 o o v i 4 4 o4 e s o« 4 47:60%

Lo




. While'tha variation betwéan'groups.is not great,

the indications are pretty clear that papera'intowns;éf'one

paper ars in the more favored position,

Sports,

 Relipion, Educat

TABLE XIII

fon, Lconom
— A "

1cs, and Polities,

s ———

Shbwing the parcentage'a£~tbta1'raddiﬁg Bpace devoted-by~
20 Kansas papers to religion, education, sports,
~ economica, and politics. N

11

Reli- sduca—

Beo-

Poii~

The Dodge City Journal

2434

‘20 035

gious fnl, “«qurt nomic tieal
‘Small-town paperst o R e .

- The Alton Empire 7,90 13,01 2,68 13,75 2.43
~Logan Co, News O B.50 0 W74 2,44 12,27 +35
" The Leonardville Honitor 7,93 11,18 1,17 13,10 54
‘The -Altamont Journal 4,69 3,160 4,31 12,59 5,35

The Chase Register 9,36 22,47 65,01 10,87  ,00
- County seats, unopposed: : ' o .
The Uskaloosa inaopondsnt 5.84 @ 2,92 6.42 12,62 -4.,57
Chase County Legder .72 4,09 2,47 6.88 . 5.89
The Meade Globe-News 9.79 16,67 8,46 16.77 : 1,39
‘The Hoxie Sentinel - B.,06 B,48 2,74 13,71 1,07
Osborne County Farmer 11,05 9,01 3,62 12,90 3,75
With weekly competition: L .
The Anderson Countian S 7.16 8,70 1,87 15.92  9.40
The Alma Signal . 5.77 5.12 .48 8,98 6,26
‘The Coldwater Talisma 6,68 14,38  ,68 8,69 o34
Minnoapolis Hessenger 6,02 6,02 4,01 6,42 3.41
The Citizen~Patriot 3,03 6,99 6,68 37,99 4,55
With deily competition; ' v _
The Norton Courier 4,82 13,89 - ,26 17.8B1 2,92
‘The Pratt Union . - 3.89 4,38 2,92 14,61 1,94
Lawrence Democrat 4,10 3,66  L,45 35.61 2,26
Wilson County Citizen = 5,37 15.11 2.81 8,43 4,60
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For the purpose of attempting to get & more ade
curate check on the soecializing influence of the Kanaas
woekly, we next consider tho percentages of space it devotes
to the following subjacts: razigion, education, aports, 600
nomics, and politics. | | |

It need gcarcely be pointed out that a paper, to
be socially Qignificant, must dovote considerable space to
each of the above types of ﬁewa@‘ Jast-what;amount é paper

should devote to each we may not be able to decide here,

uconomia News. As ﬁouid'bg'éxpeeted;'éédnbmid
news 13 devated almost entirely to agriculture in Kansas .
rural weekliea. Tha-aconomic ar-farm news-is found in
the third column of Table XIII; but is shown more. graph1~
cally 1n Tabie XIV. |

B will be noticed that two papers devotad more
than 1/3 of their total raadfng space 1o econamic news, -
which is undouhteﬁly too great a proportion. Fiva paperé_
devote 1088 than 10% to farm news, but nine fall in the
'eaasa devoting between 10 and 15%, which, eansidering tha'
many demands made for the roral weekly's space, is a fai:
proportinn.

It must be said further, that a majority of the
farm nows found in the Kansaa papers 13 of .a high order,
baing-material furniahed aither-by thg statefs_agripuitural
_colzega; or the'looal.farm agént.:and—maant-io apply gpoci~

fically to immediate problems,
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“TABLE XIV,

Showing percantage of - sconomic (farm) news found 4n 20
Raprasentative Kansaa papera.

Witﬁ loss thdn 10 Economic Haws~

* b @ T e R -8 W ﬁPaipers -
o Minneapolis HESEeNZers ¢ » 4 » o He4ZE, . N
Chase County Loader . « o « o o 6,885
Wilson Gounty C1t1Z6Ne o s o o s Be43% UL
The Coldwater Tﬁlliﬁm&n . 0 8 ¥ 8.69% Sy
- The Alma- wignala R R TR TR ANE N T b :3.95;“'.- SR G-
w1tn 10% to 15 Economic mewa¢ ¥ 1?1'&-;'4" 5 e 9 Papers
The Chase Rogister + o« « s « o & 10. 87%
. Logsn County NewSe s » o » & .4 « 12, 2'?555 _
The Altamont Journal , + 4 o « o 12,59%
~ The Oskaloosa Independﬂnt. v s s 12,6278
" Osborne County Farmer. « ,_;:.”12.99%
The Leonardville Honitor . . « » 13,10%
The Hoxie Sentinel + + o » » & ¢ 13, ?1%; RENR
The Alton Bmpire « +. 4 v 4 & » o 13,75% o
) Lhe Prﬁtt Union. " T N L a_. M 14.61’5’;
With 157 to 21% Economioc Newss. o« & i 4 s o » ¥ PR Pgpers
o “The Anderson Countian, , « v o s 15,929 S
“The Heade Globe~Nows + + & » » 16_??%
The Norton Courior . + « s & » » 17,81%
The Dodge City Journal . . « » » 20.35?-? |
With More than 3579 Dconomic NOWS 4 4 » » + a « « o« 2 Papers
' Lawrencs Demoerats o« o » & « 4 » 0D 61% S
v &« ¢ 97 99%

_The Citizen Patriot. + « + .

.::ﬁiddﬁpérison of.agéﬁbmiﬁ-héwé as found in Kansas
‘and Connébtiaﬁf papera‘ghow&-claar1y~the difforence between
the two states., In Caneciicut, half of the papers dev°§e
less than 5% of their space to ecpnomic news, inixénaas, no
-paper (among the 20 atudied) devotes as little as 5% to this
type of news, Take ths farm news from the economic category

and paparé from the two statas3would-1ikely renk naar the_aama.
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| In contragting the varioﬁs:groups of Kaﬁsaa week«
lied on 2 basis of-economic nows tée groap having daily
papers as competitors ranks highast with 19,36% of total _
'reading space devoted to thie type of news¢' The other _'
groups arof papera with waakly aemnatitars, 13.607, county
seat papera, unopposed, 12‘87%; amallntown papers, 12.51%‘_

The moe% 1nﬁeresting fact aboat the economic or
farm news found in the papers stuaiad wag tha consistency
with which a majority of the papers devctea,@rounﬁ 12 to
15% of their apace to this type of newan |
| §Bg;&_' Tha amcunt of space hansas weeklies deu

_'vote to spart news is comparatively smaii, ranging from
.26% to 8.46%, bﬁt averaging only slightly more than 3%._ -
Nost of this 1s devoted to high ﬁehool athlatica. In this
categorg the eaunty goat papars; unopposed; 1ed with 4.74ﬁ
of total reading spaoe davoﬁsd to sport news . Waaklies
with daiiy aompatitors pay the leaat attention to sport, -
as this group davotad only 1 ?5% of total spaca thereto,. !
Papers with weekly competition gava 2462% to sport, while
amail-town papers gave 2. 67%; s

SR Educational; Gclumn ‘two of Table XTII shows the
._amounts of Spane devotad to sducational news by each of the
twenty papara etudied, and surpriaing variations are found,
One paper; the Chase Regiete", davotes an average of 22.47%_

of ite total reading space to aducational newe, while The
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 Logan County Néws'givss'only 745 of'iﬁa’spaae.tb-this T
category. The average of all papars is 8 35p3.W1thﬁeiaV6n
of the twenty papers falling ba1aw thie a#erage. Aa a. group
the small—tcwn papara ﬂaora heaviasﬁ 1n this catogory with
an average of 10 11 daveted tc aducational naws. Unopposed
county seat papers are next, wiih B.234s papers with daily
competition, 7,95%; those with woekly compauitora, 7,043,
EReliglous, As a group-Kanéaa.weekly papers de-
vote an avafaga of s.gsﬁfdf,tﬁeir_iatél:read;ng spacﬁ-to :
religious subjeets'and diaaﬁSSiﬁnS;'ﬁiﬁn.é;even papers
again falling below the average. -6na paper'davotas as high
. as 11,05%, ‘while the lowest 18 2.54?. By groups the county
geat papers, unopposed, devote the greatest percantage of
their space to religion, 7.37%s -Sma}l*tawn papsra devote
6.57%; those with‘waakly_campaiitora 5571%} and tbose.withz
daily competitors, 4,04%." : | - |
_ Politicals. The striking feature af the analysis
of political content of twenty Keansas weekly papers is that 
one paper pays no'attentian’at all'totpolitiés, and three
others deﬁote 1eas than 1% of their total reading space to
' politios. The average for all papers is a 1ittle less than
3,19%, with small-town papers as a group lowest, with 1 oaﬁ_ff
of total reading space devoted to pclitical_matters. Papers
with weékly'compatitors devote moaﬁ space to politics, 4.79%:
which may be taken as basis for the genoral belief that |

i
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‘political factions usually are to blame (or thank) for the
two-paper towns, However, county seat papers unopposed.
devote almost as much space to politics, 3 ,Béﬂ. Weekly

papers competing with dailies devote only 2,73%.

Club and'Lnﬁéé;Néwé;'ﬁuman Interest'br Féatdre:&aterial;]

aditoriai, Personal vention, and Magazine ”aterial

Cluh and Lodpe Hews,

_ The inconsistancy of the rdral press in apportione-
ing 1ta space to various nows catagor!es is eytraordinary,
28 has been shown throughout this study, The amount of
| Bpaee devntad to club and lodge newa, as shown in column .
"#1 of Tablelxv is a typiaal examplo, Throee papars devote
1esa'than 2? of total reading space to club and 1odga_newa;
with one devoting only +96% to. this type of news, At'the
ather extrama, three—devote more than 103 of all raading
space to club and lodge news, with one devoting 13. 98».__
The average for 311 tha twenty papera ptudted 18 5,75%,
with 13 failing below the avarage and 7 going above, It

is difficult 10 say Just bow mich spaca a paper should
.devote to reporting the activities of clubs and 1odgea.
It ia a well known fact that every amall town has close to
a half dozen fraternal orders and perhape a greater number
of clubse and societies of various sorts. They are a news

source which should be covered briefly and concigely, yet
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Showing percentage of total space -devoted by 20 reprosenta—
tive Kansas papers to; Club and lodge news, human in-
terest or feature material, editorial opinion,
personal news, an& magamina material.

" Fea~

Parf

Magazine

The Dodge city Jnurnal

29,556

Clabs - Bdi-
" Lodges +ture torial sonal material
Small~town papers: -
The Alton Empire 1,92 5,61 8,54 29,48 14,51

Logan County News 1.99 4,17 13,71 18.64 35,00
The Leonardvills lonitor 4,87 289 5,08 37.59 17.93

"The Altamont Journal 4,17 2,80 17,01 45,09 277
The Chase Registor 2463 50 4,12 24,50 21,93
County geats, unoprosed _ ' o
The Oskaloosa Independent 5,01 1,19 8,79 27.48 28,65
Chagse County Leader - Be64 3,13 8,94 41,07 16.47
The Meade Globs-News 6,85 3,08 9,67 18,85 15.06

- The Hoxie Sentinei 7,10 1,56 131,40 34,86 14,37
Osborna County Farmer Se 67 3,78 9,70 38,05 - 2,24
- With woeekly competitorss ' P T e :
The Anderson Countian B.85 1,81 9.B2 43,31 3.82

The Alma Signal o 296 B.24 6,58 43,17 19.90
The Coldwater Talisman 10,70 10,05 1,02 16.38 30.10
inneapolis lessenger 10.84 W01 3,81 56,82  3.01

- The Citizen Patriot 15,98 60 8481 8,81 9,42
E}th ﬁaily ccmpetitors* _ S N , .

‘The Norton Courier - 34,19 3,98 10,90 26,60 14,89
The Pratt Union 4,70 97 16.55 38,14 11.85
Lawrence Democrat 4,58 - 446 20,09 20,54 7,30

© Wilson County Citizen 8,60 2,15 50 56,08 5,62
© 4,53 12,32 7,04 6445

yet adequately. The papare which devota 1ess than 2% of read-

-lng space to this type of newa are overlooking a good. nems

‘source, Again, the paper which devotes nearly 14% of a1l

l"its-raading space to_thia-type.of news will likely slight

" other important news ., Inﬂfaot;'the one paper which devoted
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13;98% of its reading_space'tp”élubs and lodges gave only
6.99% (see Table XIII) to education and 3.03% to religion.
By no streteh of tﬁe-imaginﬁfion'eauld'bﬁe conceive the
 clubs and lodges of & commumity as being worthy of more
space than the educational Inatitﬁtions and all the churches
combine&,_' :' ,_i_____ o IR

Camparing the four elasssa of papers atuéied on -
the basis of spaae devoted to cluba and 1odgaa, we - rind |
them ranking B8 follo;as

Small-—tawn papera v o ow

s v v ov s 25998
With dally compeiitors, o « o » o 5413%
County seats, unoprosed « « v & » 6¢55%
With weokly aompetitars sov v v o By34D

Featare ﬁaterial. It was many yeéia agoﬂthat

'-Greelay saia in telling a young triend how {0 run a country
woekly, "oy Obtain and print.a briaf hiatorical and atatisti« |
cal acooant of each townsbip——who first settlad it, who hava
been 1ts prominent citizens, whu obtained aﬁvanoed years '
therein, Gtcy A clear aamonition not to ovarlqok the 1mpor~
tance of feature materialy yet in a majority of Kavsas week-
lies the advice goes unnaeded, Ag shown 1nwooluan#3 of |

" Table XV, six'6ut'of:thé”twéntylpapers'atudiad dévote less
than.lﬁ - ane~iheh out of a huﬁdreﬁ'su'to featﬁre material.
With an averaga of Z ,03% for all papers, twelve fall belaw
_this average. ‘Two papers devoie more than 1074 of their
apace to human interest or feature material, Little con~

tragt 1s found among the classes of papersy i, o., small-



toﬁn papors, nounty,seat papers unopposed, papers with daily |
campetito#s; 5§he paper with the highaat parcentage of feaw
tare material-is~fcund in fhe grsup oﬁmpeting;with déily-
papérsi but in the same groaﬁ are found: two papers with
iasagtnan'lg of spaaa-devéted t6 £h1§ tﬁpa ef méterial.-.
The type of matariai alasaifiad as feature or
‘human inteveat was nuraly 1oea1, shapmsau material, the
objeet being to discover what atteniian was beling. gﬁven
"thia typo of news by the edltar. Huch of tna piata~maitar
and syndicated matari&l Of.?ariaaa%saria conld, quite
propéﬁiy;.nave Béen_tﬁdlﬂdedi.aﬁd ﬁonlﬁnh&?é materiaily
increassd the percentiages. Suaﬁ-métariai w;s not inciuded
for the reason that we ars more intorested in what the sdie
tor himself is &uing”aldng ﬁnéffaﬁiﬁra iine than we are in
what syndinétas ara'furnighiﬁg. :vaicusly, thelgaatura |
material fornishod by'outsidafﬁgénﬂiea-can\ha on1§-genena1,
in interest, and cannot, exgept in rare instunces, beé of
apecific local appiication. Prmctidélly every comuaunity
offers scoros of pcsaibi’itias fer featura atcries, basad
on old bulldings and lanumarka, pionaer residents, early
gettlers, end the "good old dayﬂ,,-as we a2ll so enthusi-
astically look back to them, wﬁéih@r-we.he thirty or ninety
yoars of ugo, It 1% & wbliwknbﬁﬁ:fact that whenever and
wheravar old acquaintanoaa'get'iogq%har, the iime is spent

talking of by-gono days and the future is left largely to
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cars for itéalf {unless it be.near election timel) Obvi-
'ously;'the weekiy pépef, if it:hapeé'tb be a vitél end neceg-
sary part of 1is cammunity, gannot affard to pass up the ‘
onnorﬁﬂnitv to Join in the di cuasian of the “gacd 0ld days,"
And, of ¢0ﬂ?8@, tnis.reprssents merely ons type gf feature
material, Tﬁe.figid ié_ﬁida;,ahd nfférﬂ the eounﬁry'ediﬁor
unlimiteﬂ opportunity to hmildsup.raader.intarasﬁ, Huch
- desirable material for Testure articles and stariea;will
cbﬁe %0 a paper ansolidited,'when raadeés find the editor

15 intorested in i%, | |

48 an example, in one of the panara stuaied, The

ﬁiton Empire, wapn found an ibileresting series uf feature
artiales.carrisd on almpost by thaiyr own moméntum,' an érti~
clefappeared in & Saliné papér concerning an old wooden
chost found in that viainity.“.Immédiaﬁely, & ragident of
the Alton community reported ta'thé ed1tor of The.kiton N
Bmpire that'ha owned m éimilaf-eﬁast, containing old toyn-
ship end sahubi radqrag'or-nistorical ralue, The faet was
 du1y\re&0rdad in The-Emgira, end the week following, another
~rogident reported sore antiquate& afticle in the pdsséasion
of his fanily. %o it went, for séverel weske, each succeed-

ing story resulting in others'being'turned 1n,30

30, See four tesuos The Alton Empira,_for Feb., 1851,

C. E. Williams, va*aran corxeapondant for both The

Alton Pmpire and the Osborne Gounmy Farmer, is the source for
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meny fine feature articies which appear in these two vapars. |
His stories deax usually with first buildings, £1rst settlars,
}ﬂﬁgﬁ towns, aattlaments and eommanitias received their names,
pionaar harﬂshins and privations, an;;huéﬁreaa and pathetie
incidenis which hava happaned 1n the aounty, waever, he has
.boen known ﬁo take the Univsrsitv of Kansas student directory

end write a very reaéab1e starv on iha namaa found there,

TABLE XVI,

Showing nwercentage of space devoted by 20 revregentative
Fangas waakly nawspapers to the. personal nows iton.

‘Loss than ?Oﬁ PR e ;3§

*.4 Papers

Vi e .

Tha Ci*izen Patriot R 8‘81%
T™ha Coldwatsr Talismen, . . . 16,387
Logan County News » . ,Jg.g-isgﬁéﬁ
Tha Maada'ﬁiabaﬁﬁews; ¢ v oo v 18,337

20%030,\. « ® % e+ @ O T Y T » + & « % = O Papers
Lawrence Donoerat o 4 s » o o ao 54% B -
The Chase Regintar. . « + « 34.30g
The Norton Courler, , « « « » 26,60%
The Oskaloosa Indspsndent ., , 27,.48%
The Alton Empire. o « « + « « £9,48%

_ The Dodre Gity Joarnal. « o« » £9,55%

30 to 404 A PRIt R LB 4 Papers
Tha ﬂohie Sentinel., + « « o & déqss o
The Leonardvilie vonitor. . . 37, 59%
Osbornae County Farmey . . . . 38.0@”
Tha ?ra't% Union o e w e 8 14,.1

s &+ » « v 4 Papers

40 to 509 P N R O e e N A S PR
- Chasa County Leaaar W owow v s A1,07%
Tha Alma Signal o o o o o « o 43,275
The Anderson Ccuntian o owia w 43,319
The dliamont Journal. « » o« & 25,099
P I

‘More than 508 o o v » ; U T ) LR A.! 21Pa?er3
Wilson Gounty 01tizan.,.¢;q,m 56,02
2

¥inneapolis Xessenger . . . o 56.8%
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Personals, . News of the "interest in persons®
category, as would be expectadg ranks consistently high
in all the papers atu&isd, except one, whiah dBVoted only
8,81% of total space to tho ahort, gosaipy personal news
note, The amount of space davoted to thia_typagof news
is shown 1ﬁ'c91umn-#4 of Tableixt; but more clearly in'
Table XXI, whéra'it will be aéénjthat-four paparé only
.devbte lesg than 20% to the harsoﬁal'itémg six botween
20 and 30%; four, 30 to 407 four 40 to 0% ‘end two,
more than 5&%. : ' ' |

This 15 in ~striking contrast to tha findings of :

31

Willey in hia atuay of Conneotieut rapera. Oniy one out

31, fWiilay, The Conntry Hewapgpar,'pa 108,

of-thirtyuriva'cohnseticut paperg éavotaé more tban 19% of

its total reéding spacs to the.*inteyestéip'peréqnéﬂ catew

gbfy, two éevotoé ieéi%ﬁﬁin 3%;_§nﬁ 15 d@voted.iaas than 10%.
¥r, Courtney; found zhat ga?raaga papers devoted

from 14 to 58% of their épadé fo.parsonal nﬁwa;fwith a

_ majority af them devoting heﬁween uO and 35@, which approxi-~

mates the situation in %anaas.sz

52; Jaurnalism guarterlg Vol. ?, No. 4
ﬁaeamber, 1930, P‘ 90%e -

- Evidantly Connecticut inhahitants'are'lééé inter=
ested 1n'aee1ng their daily goings and comings recorded in
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~the Persohal éolﬁmn of-the hdmeﬁtawﬁ.nﬁwspé?er; aa_&ll

| Gonnécticut papers rank far below the average Kahsaa-or |
Nabraska-pﬁper In_p#eaénting this type of ﬁaws. It is
surmised that there is not the :fiendly community intere
est in the Fast that 1s found in thé uidale Wost, of |
which Kansas and Nebraska are representative., In Kansas
or Nebraéka thers is a~cdmmnnity épirit whicn'goea far
tovards leveling social ﬁnd financial innouaﬂitiss, ﬂnﬂ;&
allowa the homeatawn paper mara rreaﬂom in recording the
.happaninga about towna Racial and aoaial dirferancaa
are 1eas easily surmauntad farthar east, “

Magazina raterial. Under this category 18 in-

-eludad material which is not news 1n the ﬁtrietast senge

in that 1t gives nq.accaunt-of.a timely event, huﬁlgives

an interesting faet_of.aame nature, 'Ha@erial of special
1ntérest't0-waman is inciude&.'(saé éppendix for fhller 
_&ascription.) | | f

| It has praviously been shown that thera is a
'strong poaitiva correlation between the amounts of natiaaal
and foyeign_news_and plate matter as found in Kansas weakly
 papers. It will now be showﬁ that there is even a stronger
poaifiﬁa corr91gtion between piate.mattar and magazine
material, | | | |
'To bring out thia point Table XVII is presented,

giving only the amounts of plate matter and magazine material
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a8 found in the twenty papers studied, Only a glance

1s required to note the close relationship batwéen amounts.
af'ﬁlate matter and magazine material in the various papers,
As a maﬁtar of faci, in nine out of the twoenty papéra studied,
there 1s a variation of less than 2% betwoen the total

ampunts of plate matter and magazine material,

!

TABLE XVII,

Showing poéitiva correlation between amounts of magazine
material and plate matter as found in 20
representative Kansaes papers,

i et e o e e i e e e At b e g s g

S -~ Plate . = Hapgazine

Paper ~ uatter , Material
The Altamont Journal  2.20 - - W77
Osborne County Farmer 1.69 - B.24&
inneapolis Hessenger 1,99 _ 3,01 .
The Anderson Countian 1. , - 3.82
Wilson County Citizen 4,87 . o - 5,62
The Dodge City Journal - «50 « . 6.45
Lawrence Democrat 25,87 = : 7430
The Citizen~Patriot . 5,18 - 9.42
The Pratt Union - 9,57 : - 11.85
The teade Globe~News 16,18 ' 13,06
The Hexie Sentinel - BJS7 14,37
The Alton Empire .. 20,88 : 14,51
The Norton Courier - 18,08 14.89
Chase County Leader 17.31 16447
The Leonardville Monitor 17,60 - . 17.93
The Alma Signal 28,47 ‘ 19,90
The Chase Reglaster 23,00 . - B1,93
The Oskaloosa Independent 29,21 B 28,65
The Coldwater falfpman ' 44,14 - 30,10

Logan County News 40,68 - . 35,00
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From. one point of view, we might contenﬁ that
the editor 1s wise in securing his magazine materiaz 1n :
pi&te formy for ﬂndeubtedly i 19 thus seseursd much/cheap- g
Iy« than 1t could ba?put into typo in hig own pianti and
the quality is unguestionably battarg '  : |

e fear, however; that magazine material is

printed with 1ittle thbﬂghﬁcéthsr'thaﬁftb-"fill up® the
pages; for if an adita:‘wara.caréfuliy'chboaiﬁg hia:materie
al 1t 1s doubifal 1f he would devote 80 high a percentage
of. hie spaca-fd'matérial s&lgenarél'in'i%saintareata Fbur«._
taan of thm twenty papers studied giva moreé spaca to naga=- |
zine matariai than to eithor raligious or eduaational materin_
~aly in fivo of them the total amaunt of megazine material
'exceeda the gpace devoted to par-onal nawa; and in thraa,
1t excoeds the spaes devoted to 10@31 NOWE news origi~ o
nating in or about the community of pablication. "

- - 4s will be seen in Table—XVII; twelve of the
_twanty papers studied devote mare than 107 of their tatal
reading space to magazine watarial, whils fouyr of them de-
vote more than 204 to 1t; one aeVoting 35%4
L The question naturally arisesy how much more
could the papers which devote 30% of their space to this
_material accamplish if that space were devoted to liva |
looai nawa? It is likely that 10% of total space davoted _

to magazine material would bo more than sufficfents It will



62

be.noted'that ﬁha'ﬁltamont'ﬁournali tha big-1ittle paper
with 1500 cimlation at ‘*2.00 eat piaréaa town of only 598
population, devotaﬂ lesg than 1$,$a wmagazine material. The
Osborne County Farmer; emother outstanding papor; devotes
only 2524%3. e : | '_ o
Little ia gained. by contrasting the different

grodps of-pa@ars studisd an:£ﬁ¢ §ésis of mggazina m&te:!al;
We find weekliea.in the aaily'fiaia'ioﬁ with 9.42%; weeklios
.with waekiy compatitora naxt, with 134 35p; QOunty geat papers
unapposad carry 14, 96%, and the ama11“t0wn papar ranka
nighest with 18,03%: | |

- Tnoagh we be tampﬁed to censure Fanaaa weekly papers
for the 1arg9 amounﬁ of space thay devote to magazina mieri-
al they are on an 1nrinitaly highar plane. in thig: respect

than are Conneqtioﬂt weeklies, ﬁrq Viilley discovgrad,_tc-
his dismay®® that eight of the thirtyfive Connecticut papers

B3 'Saé Willey, The COuntry Nawspépaf! P. 66 b 4

davataa more than 50% of their space 4o magazine material,
.and thet more than half of tham devoted one~third or more
of their space to this type of naterial, Only one Khnaaa
-paper devoted as mach as one-third of its space to magazina-
material; 357 was the moat any Kansas paper devoted, whoreas
one Connecticut paper devoted as high ag 71%, and another

carriad 655 34
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T PR § 7 13—poaqible that goms of the Connecticul -
papers which ranked so high In megazine materi-
al content carried ready~print sections, which -
were included in the analysis of the paper,
Ready-print. sections or "patent insides,® as.
they are frequently referred to, would naturaz—n
.~ 1y booat sky«high the total magazine material.
In the Kansas study the ready-print sections
of the four papers whioch uged them, were not
analyzed. This action has been aireaéy partly
- axplained, An B-page paper with 4 pages ready- .
print is usually found in a town which warrantis
only a 4~pagé papers The additional. four pages -
of roady-print 1s Jusi thai much "thrown in
for good measure® by the editor because 1t
costs litile more, and makes the paper appaar
: -twiee ag. larga.-- :

511%13 contrast 19 te ba fonnd betwean Eansaa and
Nebraaka papara on the baaza uf magazine matarial. savan ,
ﬁebraaka "papers eatabliahad the mod& at batween 10% and 15%,

according to Hr., C¢urtneyr s

- &5 Journalism Quartar;y, VOl. ?, Ko 4, Dec. 1930

mattortal,
_ Diéausﬂion of-the'aditariai ¢ontent of Kansﬁs weekly--”'
_papera has purposely been raserva& until lsst, in ordar that |
this phaae of the study might bo developed somewhat more fully,
- In the first place, 1% 48 realized that liauing the
numhar of coiumn-inchaa the average paper devotes to- editorlal '

material does not begin to tell the whole story. Hditorial
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material can be roughly classified under four sub-categories:
(1) Original editorials by the editor; (2) editorials clipped
from other papers and magazines; (3) opinion expressed in

conmunications to the editor, and (4) aynﬁicatedaaditarials. '

TABLE XVIIL.

Showing the percantage of editorial ma%erial found in 20
rapreaentative Kansas weakly papars.,

Paper | mi‘torial natter -

Smallwtown vanera:

The Alton Empire « » ¢ B.w T ?554%
L\)gan Cﬂmty NowSs o » » 4 & & % # =« PR R I 13,71
The Loonardville Monitor 4, 4+ « « o « s o » « & 95.05
Tha Altanent Joarnal o = « » ¢ & & & I T 17.91
The Chase Ragiatar T T N I 1T -
County- y-geat papers, unopposod: . _
The Oskaloosa .Indsependents + o s s & ¢ 5 » » o 0279
- Chaseo Gmmty Leadors o o o v & & % 4 % & & & & 8.94
The Heande Globo=Nows o+ « &« « s » « o & & ¢ » & 9,67
The Hoxia Sentinel o o + s s + » ¢ & » » » o » 11,40
UBbOTHG Gounty F&meri R E e 9,70
With weekly competitorsy
The Anderson Countisan. « ¢ & « & » « » » ¢ » D89
The Alma Signal o o o o s » o« 5 ¢« » 5 » » » » 6,08
The Coldwater Talismen . « & o 4 « o & » ¢ s ¢ 1,08
Hinneapolis MeSSENZOrs » 4 s v « & 4 ¢« ¢ s » ¢ OBl
The Citizen<Patriot o« &« & » &« » ¢ o 5 & & & _8.31
With ﬁaily competitors: _ -
The Norton Courior ¢ « « s s s s s » » & » & & 10490
The Pratt Unfon o+ o & 4 o « &« 5 + 5 & o » & » 16,55
Lawrence Demooratl. . R A A B A 20,09 -
Wilson Gounty Citizone « « o IR B R S S W30
FEEE T CHET N NN UEE O BN S S I 7.04

The Dodge City Journal
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It was fcunﬂ nexﬁ %0 impossible tc tabulate tha
editnrial oantent of the twenty paperﬁ stadieé, saparated
into the above roar subwcategoriaa, owing to the fact -that
material in the varioua categoriea was fraquentxy not found
'in.meaaurable quantitiea. We submit, therafore, in begiﬂﬂ
ning thisg diac&ssion, xable X?III, showing the amounta of -
a11 editorial material fcun& in the twenty papera studied.

It wiii be saen that all but fiva of the twanty
papera devote 5% or more of their reading space to aditorial
material, and that three devote more than 15%. For a
4~paga papar, 5% of the tatal reading spaee wuuld be slightu.
ly mora than ﬂnenhalf of one column, In an 8-page paper
1t would be more than ons aaiumn. | o | e

| In view of the fact that half of ‘the papers devote
nore than 8% af their space %o aditortal mut%ar, and that as
‘a group they avarage 9,558, 1ittle fault ean ‘be founﬁ with
the amount of apace dsvotea 1o eaitoriai npinion. It the
aubjeet could be. diamiaaed without farther aonaideration,
we would be forced to the concluaion that Kansas woekly
'papars-are assuming-a pnsition of constructive waadership,
and undouhtedly are strong socializing factors, |

A careful reading of tha editorial matter in the
; twanty papera studied aoan diapela any aach 111usion. Ta
begin with, 1% was discovered that a scant one~half or all
the aditorial matter waa written by the editor. The other



66

half s c¢lipped from-papers;rmagazinaa and'pﬁbiiaity-sﬁeets

gent out from one gourge or anothar; - Of the half which is
original, much of 1% 1s of the humorous-column type, with
an:accaaional-constractiva-txaatmant of a local problemy

T&BL XIK.

Showing the perﬁantage of eﬁitorial material in.xansaa
~ papers, presented ?Taphically. - L

- s .
Wiison Geunty 61tizen. - ,'. «507%. .
‘Tha Coldwateor Taligman s + » - 1,02
‘Winneapolis OHSENEOr. « « o s 3481
The Chase Ragiatar I IR R T A _
5 to 10% » b & B AR “ w. % 5 % » 2 & & 10 Paporg
The leonardville Hnnitor s o o« DJOBE . '
The Oskaloosa Independonts . « 5«79
The Anderson Countlan. + « » « 5489
The Alma Signale o w0 o« v 0w @ 8,58
The Dodge City Journal + . + ¢ 7.04
 The Alton Empire o v o » 4 o+ o Te54 i
‘The Ciltizen~Patriot, « « « + » 8,81
. Chage County Leador. i + « v & Bab4
- The Heade Glohe~News . ¢ & « » 9,67
eebarna Caanty Farmers o s ¢ » - 970
10 to IBL 4 4 6 » % % € % & B & H & ¥ B A b ¥ @ 3 Papers
. The Norton Courder + « +« + « » 10,90 :
. Tho Hoxie- Sentinel a P TS s 11.40
i.ogan Gﬂmty I‘IGWB. - 8 8 & % & 13.71
-15 tO 31% T R T S Papers
. - The Pratt mlionn & ¢ 2 ¥ v 16.55% .
The Altamont Journal , o & « « 17,01
Aov % & 4'20.09

lawrence Domocrat. .

Thoae original editoriaia*which are not of the shart, wisau
oracﬁing paragraph type, deal to a Zarge extent with such
sub jects as. The Beonomio depreaaion, high taxea, the high
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' automobile &sath rata, the plight of iha‘férmér, snd Kﬁnaaa
.bluaasky“lawsa Rarely, indeed, is a viﬁal loeal prablem
diaauasaa in a atraightwforward, forceful mannar.
after a earaful gtudy had been made of the zwenty

'papera on which the raregoing portian of thia study 1s based,
1t wag falt that perhapa the prnjaat ahould ha aniargeﬁ o
detarmina whether RN tha twenty papera gave an.adeqnat
_picture of conditions over the antire at&te, i e

i “Acoordingly, some 200 ‘papers; all that are availa-.
blo in.tna University of Lﬁnaas.libcaryureading room, were
cnénkad;; Nofhing“wééifuund“ﬁﬁiéhjeéaﬁed £°:959389 tha
'qonalusiana}giraady.reaéhéd, *Fcr.aneiihing; it;was dig-
cavéfa&'that“gs-qﬂt oflthe 200 paﬁééﬁjmgde.no preiehsa-at"
‘meintaining an editorial 'c'oiunin‘éf any 'sox:t; The other
105 had editcrial celumna, filleﬁ with the'types of materis

56

8l alraaﬁy ﬂentioned. The c@ntﬁnt uf tna avaraga Kansaa

N

364 In this chack a11 napera witn a column that

© eould, by any stretch.of the imagination be
cansid@rad editorialy were counted &3 ha?inv
editorial calumna. : .o ;

waakiy aditorial enzumn will now he. diacaaaed samewhat at
langth. '

: Eﬁitorializinn uhﬁ nawa. For a great many yeara_ '

_ﬁha 1&0& haa pravailad that woakly papers, whila not Maire
taining an editorial column, :reely editorialize their.naws.

A study of Kansas weekly papers 1mprésaas ono that this is
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not the cese, While this practice is ocoasionally resorted
to by some editors who might be termed "of tho 0ld school,"
the “younger crop" of Kansas editors either have an editorial
column or e€lse opinion material is almost wholly absent from
the papers. To say the least, thay do not practice mixw

ing their comment with twoﬂﬁhirda -of tba news itamsg -

News_frpm_tns“ﬂtﬂta_ﬁpgse. Approximately one~

.tuird of the Kansag papers carry columns vaﬁtata news,
written by variaha'reﬁ in Topekas Some of these calumnﬂ :
are 993 naws, and ars correctly treated aa such by the .
papera using-them, A majority, hawever, ara flavored poli-
41cally to the extent that they ghonld be treatad a8 edi-
torial material., A few rapars eviﬁently realize this fact,
and place then in an a&itorial poaition. Gthars traat
_tnam as news, &1l such aclumns aeomipgly-carry a-"by” 1ine,
enabling the reader to Know the e?aat aourca of the material |
he 18 reading. | |

) Gommun1¢ations to_the mditor. The abaennelof 0r1g14

nal opinion exprassad by tha ad*tor 15 paralleled by a lack
of expressed opinion by his subaoribers. Only 1nfraqaant1y
does a communication 40 the. aﬁitor appear in uhQ Ranaaa rural

prasa.

The Paragraphor's Spr;g&tly_&rts Without being

thoroughly conversant with the condition in othor states,

we are tempted to label Kansas the promier state in the



production of'lascieus;MSQiey'paragraphsn—éhorﬁ'aomments- 
on any snd all éubjebté wiﬁn a daciﬂadiy hamorous iwang;

_ ‘Heven of”the“twenty papers on which this study '_-E
is based have original editorisl colums of the shord
‘paragraph variety, Hot given antirely to witiiaismsg bat
praﬁcminantiyj5¢; oceasiona1 éonairuetivo pmragfaphs ara
found in meﬁﬁ-bffthem; and-three papera nava longer edltori-~
als as the ocoasion demands. e

Casting about for a mntivatinﬂ force for the
intorest in humorouﬂ paragraphs, attenﬁion is directed to
the fact thzt a majority of the dailies of the State have’
columng in which the most jﬁiay of the:maékly'parﬁgraphs_
are copied, Topping the ligt is the Kansas City Star,
with its "Kenaas ﬁotas“ colunn, in which a great many
Ranaaa woekly end dailJ papersg find t%air hast eFforts ol
’ produced. Just how preat an 1ﬁceptive'thia situation furnishes
is difficult to say. Without aeubt, 1t furniches some in-
eentive for the writing of this type of material,

Cilipped Editorials. As previously pointed out, one- -

half of all the editorial material appearing in Kansas weekly
papers is clipped from magazines, publications, and various
other sources, Sad tb';alata, a part of thié turng out to .
be free pubiicity material f:om the pﬁbliéatioh of which |

persong other than'tﬁe editor reap & profit,
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As @ typiecal example o digsertation recantly
appeared in several Kensas weekly papers (at lemst two in

this study37)'with=tha¢opening:sta$$mentz._v

37, See The ﬁaada Gzobeuﬁewa for Feb, ia, 1931,
- and Tha To IE'afE%“TaIE"aa, same. date. .

nThara Is goad aﬁtherity fer the statsnent'thﬁi
fully 87 per cent of all personal property that the people
of the United Statenm leave to others when thay paas on is
in the form of 1ife protection,” : . e
i Then followed saveral paragraphs (about as many
ad
as tha editorrrob&bly h&fbeﬁore ronching for his seissors
and.glue.pot}pﬂaaling with_tha vazua.ﬂz.lira 1nanranaa-1n
ganeralk- ALl of which sounded lika-fair-aditorialafillar;
-but-no~daﬁbt“é7fQW~édiﬁaré wore surprised when tney'saw"
the last paragraph of this fi:ler, aftor it appaared in
the paper, It read: | o
. WThs experisnce of Modern Woodmen of Amariaa, B
the worldts largest fraternal insurance society; with more
than a bilifon dollars of life insurance protection in force
in distributing the sum of $455;000,000 in death benefitis to
beneficlaries during a neriud of 48 years, shows the great
"protective principle in operation of that vast sum, 90 per
© pent went to widows and children and the remaining 10 per
aent"to blood relativea and dependanta of eertifioate holdm _
erg, e 3 _
Fortunately not all clipped. editurials are go aabu
Joct to erittolsm, The busy editor may perhaps be excused,“
if, in the darts rushshe clips an editorial'rrom-a.paper -
in an adja;ning county which oxactly expresses hig own
ﬂpinion of th@ Kansas blue-sky lawy instead of taking time

to write hig own,
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Ay editor esn bo rondily forgiven for eiipping
=an-@di%eriai-wﬁ£¢ﬁ'r@iﬁ@rﬂtﬂm him.awn-mftanwéﬁprasﬂaﬁ QO
Tqmﬁfﬂnﬂ an to why'pnaﬁjh %ﬁaﬁiﬁ sohzeribo for 6r-aavavn
tige in tho hama«-a.,g’m pwm'. ma W:a - gvan i.’faa'i that 1 |
mrrms narn wig&% me*vmri it mﬁ'eﬁ "é;ha‘b atm* edi%m _
bolieva and srgue the eAne g !&a doas, e

“matawm th*z rﬁmr:m, %ha faot Mamhq that mny
Tanooe edftors ara prons 4o olfp aditorials with which thoy
Az, :e*atmr* than write their owne Ta 4% naidy nlso, In
Mipdy Lovor, they neually g;,wa oredit by stfaching 4he |
hanae of tha papay fx;m-i whigh the arttels 1 talkon. fona
21ippad materinl appasrs in Fansas papers vithout a crodlt
ine, Wt 14 19 phllesophioal ‘-mim’*‘t&& of a genoral nature
I%m ghich ho papor hos o ¢lain of ariginalityg. |

The Gﬁﬁafﬂuﬂf;vm,'ﬂrgyiﬁal, Sditortats 4lthongh

thay bao rolm 1%1}; Tow 4n nunbars, thora we-‘h’-‘mmé-weaﬁ:zy

pupars w**irh mmm a gonatractivo 3%&&:':5*111; 1:: commuaity
affoire, and ramam& thm Maﬁemﬁip throogh thelir oditorial
colunng,  Tot mﬂ of tﬁe"s are in w:-ga townna, eith-ar.

?hazﬁlﬁamﬁnu Journal hag fraguaniiy baom rofsrra§ 
1o 3ﬁ shin gtudy an oo of the hast oonsidoring the sine of -
the town 4n which 4t 4s publishad, It dovotos 177 of its
anacs to oditorial matarialy and doas not hasitate 4 be 2
bl 1n sdvangs of the orowd with itn vimuae Tho following
15 o typical exampls of hoxad oditeriale, froquently fom&;zl
on its front pages
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“Jhy Hot a Cemmunity ﬁuctien. & Community Aucilfon
for Altamont should be arranged for this apring and summer,
Altamont, loezted In the center of tho county is an ideal
place for a community public auction of all kinds of 1live
gtock and otheér articles, With cooperation and boosting,
an anction in Altamont would grow to be a blg monthly evant,
and people for miles around.would come hore to buy at the '
auction as well as ' buy from the merchants, One of the
things most desired for a succasgful public aunction is &
first rate auctionesr; and this cammnnity has une of the
vary best in Pol. Dava ?hriatmanns s :

“Gemmorﬁial club menbars, businaqa nen and citi*
zens, lei's get something etarﬁedg We must work and pull
together for the best little tnwn 1n Fenoag, Let*a go.“ 38

38. The ﬁltamant gourﬁgg. Fah; 19; 19315_

_ ”ha ahova type of editorial naiurally woalg ngt be
Pound 1n any rural ﬁaper avnrw woak, Gnly a paper alrea&y
in a position of leadership could hops 1o achieve attens
ticﬁ.ﬁj'iﬁs usbi and then only infraquantzyg:” .

Week in and week oud, & vaper could East-devote'
1t5 editorial colamn to exp?a*ning and 1nterpretinn thé
1nduatria1, sconomic and sacial paaition uzmnich we ' find
ourselves, ‘Then, when occasian damanaed it could exnect |
to secura prompt action by such an adttorﬁal ag the abova.

_' & tact too obvious to be overlooked in this con-
nection 1s that the papars with vigorous; original editarial
.cclumns are adited by men who are»themselves vigoroua and
energatic naturalmborn loaders 480 %o spaakg They arae men
- who pla; in or dlrect the cowmunity band, serve on the City
_council, and are active in about avery civic and fraternal

_organiﬁatioﬁ in town,
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o I% s equazly obvious that not all country editors
have tho physical and mental qualitias tn £411 suah a niehe.
1 they did, many of then wauid not be inciined to remain
in a small town., It is as impossible to mould all cauntry
editors into natura1~barn 1eaders as it would b8 so 1o
nould any uther groun ploked at ranﬁom. i

o Summaggi. {hen two=thirdes of the editors of the .
Stata do not asa&me an antive leadership adttorially 1t
e a bi‘t disfioult ?.0 argue comincingly that ‘tﬁ%a{ °F
'all wrong. The aituatien is ‘someyhat analagoua tex%ne
wer~time mothar who nroudly wateheﬁ her aon marcn away |
%o wary with ualars f1lying and the hend playirg; then axu.“'
_cmmea Dyg you notice; thay were all out of step but Jim?ﬂ |
LR NGVG?&h@lGSS; thore is sonething to he gald on
'hoth sidos of the quastion.. Wolghing heavily on the ono.
”sida wa hava tﬁe oneuthird who believe that a carefully
'adited, constructive editorima column i3 a decidaa asget
1o g waekly paper, | ' |
The nossihilitiea of tha editarial calumn are
_ well summed up In the ro110wing statement, wifh‘which the
_writar heartily agreeaa
: "Newspapers by thetr a&itoriala can perform two
peculiarly f{mportant services to the publie, First, they
gan show tho rolation of the siato, national, and interw
national quesiiona %o the home and businaess intsrests of
the readers ... Second, newspapers in their editorials
can point out the connaction batwaen looal quasiions &nd

stato-wide, nation-wide, or world-wide movements. Only
ag quﬂstionq at issue in a conmunity are shown in their
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rolation to larger tendencies, wiii the ave"age roader ses
ther in a parspectivg that wili anable him to think and aat
most 1ntelligant1y 9.

139, w. G Blayer,'- Tho ﬁrofessfon of Jourwaliam, P. 1z,

| Nevarthaiaqs, & great many Kangas adttora with
yoarg of exporience seom to agree mare'with the statement
once made by Don C, Seitz: : |

#Have no oditorialsg unieas tﬁey be 1ittle elabora~"
tions of facts, The tendency to blow the bugle is almost

 irrasistible 1if the horn 19 handy svvess The gmall community

19 a seonsitive community. The editorial lash cuts it more
doeply than any blow that can be dealt, Iay low and print
the nows veuees D0 not try to Iimprova *he cmmmunity any
faster than it wants to bo improved..ssss This does not

mean that a man need he a coward or a sneak because he runs

- a country papér, It mesans that the comnunity doss not re-
quire his advice or hig guidance and that whan he tries to
sall it something it does not want hoe makes a mzatake. They
do want the nowa and they uill nay for it.

40, Don ©, Seitz, ”?aining for ths Nawspanar
- Trada, P 154. | - .

-_&dditional commént'relative to tho value of an odi-
torial page in the.country will ba found in tho concluding

ﬁhapteb, wnder the discussion of "newspaper pefsonality.”
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- CHAPTER VI e

- pmar i-ﬁ m ;-?, : 'frggr TS SUAILSTOUN PAPI.

One ia 51? bﬁt ganvanae&, a?tav raaﬁing pren &
portion of tha ﬁ?itiﬁism tmat hag he@m air@etaa toward the
cgun?ry nﬂwsﬂapawg ﬁha% hraatiaalxy av@ryhoéy knews axaet:y
how & small-toun gmp@r ﬁhﬁazd ho rimesthat is; aweryhgdy
;exeept tho mon who are rmnning 1%, ,  4g ona editor recantly
ramarﬁaﬁ, *TH 19 aasé 10 learn n o short ﬁima a1l about how
ta eﬁiﬁ é_qpﬂntrv‘waamijuail yaa have to ﬁo 16 aﬁk anmaona
who never aditad Gﬂ@g ;ff'”'. B

o Laat 1% he beitored that what 15 sald in thiﬁ _".
mhantsr 1 @ntﬁralw the oriticism of =an ranlookery® 18t
1t'he'aai& ﬂﬂw; thet aight yesrs from tha "ingide® of‘thﬁ“
eanntry waa&:v ewntribu%a 0 the tﬁmparima of whatever
ariticiswa an;?;aﬂe. |
| The eritgaisma wniﬁh may Juatly be atnod at the
aﬁaraga'nnﬂntry weﬁkx; payar fa1l chiafly under the £01lowe
ing noadings, aach of which will bo discosmed {n turn more
?ul!vsTh o 48 _ .

.J?Lank of Jaurnaliatio traznzng or aptitﬂﬂa.

2, The husiness or wepont-ond? 16 nagiootsd for
- tha tnaak office.”

Fe Now méchods and 1mprevewﬁm25 are aacap%ﬁﬁ miﬁh
- proant hepitanoye .
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1. --”Thara iafiaek~af Journalistic-Training'and
Aptitade. Evaryona 18 familiar with ex-lawyare, ex~schcol
teaohers, axnpaliticiana, and ex»postmastars who sometime
or othor found thamaalves with nathing much to do and decid*_'
ed to baanma newspapar ediﬁara. In the cage of the posta.
{ﬁmaster, he prnbably %urned “aaitor“ firat, 1n order bhetter
to boost uha prapar politicians and thus earn the postmastern
ﬂhip, or elae, afier sauuring his job, bought a paper to help
keep it,

| Tha aurpriaing thing abcut auch a conditian ia
that guch transplantea nawspap&r oditors suacead as. well
as they do. _ )

1t would be out of plaae:tb'argﬁa'ihat'avary,

nawépaﬁéf editor or owner should.be & graduate of a school
of journaliam, but 11 131a truiaﬁ that'the more-trainingy
the moro background, & nman has far any ﬁuh, tha groater
wi1ll be his 3ucoaas. Part of his training may be obtained
in a univarsiﬁy, or 1% may be all from aotual ekparianca~
in etther case he ‘ghould be trainad, and should gtudy
theraughly the businoss he expocts to enter,

In thie twontieth contury no man expects to becoms
a lawyer, a doctlor, or & praache;'without several years of
training for the Job. 'It.is.reaiizad that, even though 1t
waré parmitted;'a man eniering one of those professions without
training would not be_abla to hold his own with his competi-.

tors, The same is coming to be more and more true in
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all businesses and professions, although the weekly news-
naper lags somewhat behind the pracasaian. If a man owns
the only paper in a small town and réfﬁsés to sell, nothing
can be done about it, regardless of how poor a newspaper
man he may be. It isn*t a8 aaeyftd bring_rn a'nGWgnewspéﬁar
ag 1t i3 a new lawyer o a new doctor, |
It s a well-—knwn fact that tho countxy aditor
ig a busy nan. Baaides-being his own editor,; manager, ad
vertisins solicitor and hookkeeper, he is_fréqaently, also, .
1inotype operator and-presaman; wzth all ihese:iufiea
he should, by all means, be nighly skilled at news gatharm
fng and writing, as weli as at'ad wr*ting anﬂ soliciting,
in or&a; to accomplish the utmost along these lines in the
1im1ted time he hag at his disposal, |
& young man of the writer's acqnaintanca is "getting

over® in a big way as editor of an Illfnois weekly because, .
in addition to thorough training, 418 took with him to the
job several months' experience as reporter for the Interw
national News Service, where he had learned to think and
write with great speed -~ he already wrote well,

| The country aditor, unless particularly fitted
by aptitude for his 1ife work, should, in order to render
the graataét service and get the most enjoyment from his -
profession, be whll trained for his work, H=ducation in

thia_sanse, may be said to mean profiting by the other
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person's experiences withoui having the same experience

yourself, _ _ _ o
Fﬁ?_axamplai a reaent bopk on the mark9t41a9alﬂ '

41, The Count ﬁawsaapar and Tts Operation, by
' ds Co4 Safa_y,-_n, ﬁppleton and Company, 1930,

snecifieallﬁ ﬁith th& ﬁrobiemé ot thé~¢uuntry.ed1tnr. 'Tﬁa
anthor, aftar meny Baccasaful yearsg as editor and owner of
countrv paﬁﬁ“ﬁ, talls concisaly his salutian of many prcb-
* lems which confront GVsry nauntry aditor¢- fvery nditor

| ghould read it, but fow wiil. _

" Thera ars many 5&0& books dee*ing with naws
gources, how to handle vartous types of news stories,
raatu;e matarial, editorzals, newgpayer prohlems, and bete
“ter.buainesa mathads} %daﬁ of thém afa written bf mén of
“practical experience and any sditor who reads e?én'ona of
" them thus secures a short-gut to conclusions‘he would re-
quire aeﬁerdi years of minful experisnes to roach,

If ho reads any number of such books, he acquiréé
‘a small aducation which méens he 1s able to profit by the
0£har porsonts exﬁeriancas, as well és b¥ hia own, |

Woekly editors in particular need to gecurse a
‘sense of news values and of how to ﬁan&ia'varioua typos of
‘naws astories, And, as has been called to their attention
timos ﬁithout'numbar, a majority of them need to adopt some

headline scheme or style~-nol necessarily bold, soreamor
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heads~-but headlines of some sort,

" In one ﬂm311 Kansaa town some timeé ago, a minor
railroad 3“6331ng-aeaiaantiaccarreds It wag the first one
1n the history of the tawn, since the railroad 18 a smail
branch 1ina, w!th two traing @ days - Qaﬁher miraculously,
no one was killad, althougn thres or *qur were pa;nfully
in jured, -
_ ? The following 1asua of the lncaz paper carried'5
a two—paragraph acgonnt of the accidamt, baried on an
inside page, w;th no headline whatevers Tne ‘sam9 paper
later carried Q throe or fbu§-11na arnouncemant to'tha.
.erfsot that the loeal postoffice had bean navad, but fatled
to say wnare.;m,_ rormer rasidants of the town naturaily
wondered what builaing the nostaffica had gone 1nto, ory
perhaps, ir tt had baan moved to a neighharing townx |

- The above examplea are anly two instances of
'1nadaquate news handling, A half—hour'a reading in any
good journalism text book would lead to diacovery of the
1mportahae of who, what,_ hare, ‘when, why, how, as regarda

newa writing, and would ve a half-hour nrofitably gpent,.

2 'FTha buginess or “frbntfand“ is neglécted
for the "back effico, Saveral small-town newspaper edi-
tors weraqiniarvieﬁad on this particular point, 4 majority

of thom talked while making-up pages, feeding job presses,

ot
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or ruﬁning'a 1inatype,'and Wéra strong in their beiiaz that
they wore $30,00 & week ehead of where they would be if
they paid an average printar that amount to aasume raaponsiu
hility for the back offiea. .
_ Ona man, who has owned a half-ﬁozan or more weekly
papera at various tines, and made money'on eaeh, was empha»_,'
tic in his statement, tThe front-office is where the money
is to be-maae; 1¢ any 1s, and don't let snyone tell you
| differently,"” : |
_ Ha" did ‘ot mean by his statement that the averaga
country editor can profit rinanciazly by hiring all hia
_haok-offioa work doney but he aid mean that the bueinesa _
muat be lovked after first, must be pushed and ~pushed hard
by the e&itur~owaar. If he can finﬁ time after that to
help out in the backuaffiae, well and goad- | |
It ig likely that a paper grossing $9,coa annu-
ally or abave will profit most by the editormowner davoting
raaticaily nis entire time to the basiness ond, One
_gross&ng bolow that, as one editor put 1&, “19 a hard pro—
'poaition.to buck," for the ovmer mugt economize by doing
' part of tha backwoffiae work nimself, Thon in timas of
_Etr@ss. either rront or back office dutiea must be neglect-
. od, and 1t appears easier to negleet the front office with~

out;invitiﬁg 1mmea1ate atsaster,

* A grall nawspapar 19 usually thought of a8 having only two
~ depariments, the editor!'s office, where he keeps books,
prepares copy, and carries on his business transactions,

and the mechanical depariment; where the type 1is setl, and
the paper printed., These are frequently referred to as
"business~ or front-end," and "shop, or back-office,"



It can easily bé'surmiasd that ihe-neglegt of
front-office duties costs the average small-town publisher
nany dollarﬁ annually;f-Nhtianal.advertising agencies; for -
instance, claim they are practically prohibitad from placu
ing more advertising withtha smaller newspapara by the
latter's pooy bqakkaeping-aystams~and;slipﬂahod}mathoﬁs
of doing businessj that checking eopies are not farwardeﬁ_-
promptly end properly rendered, aré¢ twe of the oft-repeated
charges. | '

Following is the statement of a men who placed
eaverai thouaéné dollars worth of adver%ising in weekly
papers during 193&: ”

' T plaoed last month a display campaign in 56 :
*papers, with tho schedale sending Nov, 14, On Dec, 19,

I-had not received statements from 10 of the publications,
the 118t of delinquents having boen reduced by 4 in reaponse
to a letter Dec, 11 in which all were requested to forward
statements with tear sheets,  Six of these delinquent pub-~
lishers are in Kansas, Can it be that the need .for monsy
in businesa does not affect thase publications?

9An¢ther troublasoma factor in thig same campaign
was the tendency to disregard use of the definite address
to which statements and tear sheets were sent, Conformity
to the requeat enabled us to mail checks the day afier the
statoments were received; while statements t¢ the Company
‘{nstead of the specific depariment were delayed as much as
‘eight days in raaching us for paymaat. _

"If publishers would realize that we are buying.
a service, they would make that service good from the ac-
knowiadgment 35 the order to racaipt of payment for the
space used,"

. 42, The ggyhawker'Prega, Mérch, 1931,
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_ '. Dealiﬁghwitg Vafiaus'advertising:agénciasnmakes
system almost 1m§osaibla with the ouuniry_editor@ Bome
agencies demand statements asgéaon ag thé.ad has haen;pqﬁﬁﬁﬁ;f,
1ished; others want them-the first of the folz_amng' momh; )
~ Some want checking aopias of each, issue of a paper aontaining an

advortisemént, as 44 {m published, Others want only "tear sheata,

,(pa es torn from the paper)
and want these m&iia& with the statement, The publiaher

ahout has to. make—aver hia bookkeeping system for aach ageney

he daals withe
| _ Qne large advertising agenay racently volunteared :
the Iollewing 1nformation, end it was published in meny
-_pericdzcaZs and megazines which reach the country editor;

. - "Wg are sent thousands of checking pages without
aatenlines, and hundreds of bills are carelessly made out
in the publisher's officés As a puggestiony Be éure that
'avary page in your paper carries a date line which ahows'
_ - 14 Name of the paper:
2+ Name of the town,
3¢ Name of the state, : _
- 4, Date of publication.

If you do this fully 507 of the trouble we now have 1n
chaeking will be done away with,y _

“As a suggestian 1n billing,be sure that your :
bill shows? _ : s
1, Name of the town.
2. Neme of the state,
3y Nameé of account be billed.
4y Date of insertion,’
5¢ Space billed on each date.
- 6+ Rate at which service is blliad.
7, Cash diaeount rateg“ 45

43, The I_n_:ang -;éz'-mtgr,- .De_'c;.-‘ 1956,'_’- p. 101,




But, sad to ‘rolate, advice such as the above goes
largew 'tmheedéds - A check on Kaneas weekly papers shows
that only oneﬁthirﬂ;jof'them-czarry a folio or running head
at the top of each pagey giving the requested information<
information wﬁiéh a follo a-hmildi earry -anjmram whether the
sditor ever inten&eci to obtain; an inch of foreign advertising
or nnt. ﬂeveral yapara in. Kansas earry no folio of any
sért. - In ather woraa, anly by . tumzng to the front page
can the name of the paper, date and .'Locat:.on of publication
be datamined; An advartiaixxg agenay whian naa taken and 1’ iled a
"tear ahaeﬁ'rrcm such & paper, without gaing 10 the trouble
to write on the deﬂira& 1nformation, would fmat. it of no’
value whataver. ebviausly, it 1s tao aumharaome inan _
offioa wharﬁ nundreda of papers are recatvea fer anack- E
1ng purposas to file the anum pa.pera | - ' _

. The camplaint is fraquently mada that, due to poor o
hnsineas nethods, 1t 1s difficult to snbscriba for a small—-'
‘town paper and get 1t started coming;jand next to-;mpass;bla
to ﬁtﬁp Oné-aft'ar 1t gets ﬁ-tafted; Suéh aécuéaﬁit‘)‘ns. ara; no
dau‘bt, ovardrawn,and are baaad on ons such experience onlys,
However, among afavaral examples of poor attention to businesa

uncoverad in thia atudy was’ one in whj‘.ah a subscrﬂrar mailaﬂ

a check te an editor, requaating that the paper ba sent to
a relative. ’I‘mo additiona1 19'&1.@:‘3 and a visit to the office

wore reqnired before the paper was aotuany started, The



visit found the edftor too engrossed in back-office details
1o giva mnuch attantion tc hig visitor.

n a amrvay af’the cauntry press of Hew York State
ahowed ‘that tha averaga sditor devcted 20 hours a week to .
editorial wcrg. ‘17 to mechanical wnrk on the papery and 19"
to: Job wq;k, making a 56*hour waak, and allcwing ne time

.m

BERTHE'S '?.a-l‘é,%wpédi. T_f,z]e Qqﬁngr:z,,mmper. e b

 :fgf:pgsiuaséﬂsﬁparvistogg, Hany éditéra_do ihéir-baokkeep@
iﬁéiana'aﬁswér cdrrespbndenoa'at-ﬁomé attor work hours; :

_ - The aauntry editor, wha appended to hie questiﬂnu
naire the ataﬁemant, ”500% overworked, wasprobahly exaggeratu |
ing only'sligntly. Two - suggaationa are’ offared the country
_aditor who feals?ﬁﬁ‘muat keep nia rosa to the grindstona in
.tne back—affﬁae in. additiqn 1o his a*nar dutiea, 1n order
to maka enda meét; :
| (1) He zhauld gt?e a fair trial to. the proposim
tion of devoting'his time and efforts to tha front-ﬂfficaum
editing a better paper, mixing more with hig advartiaers

and aubscrihars, preaent end prospactiva, and nonaniantiously'
| anﬂ anargatically attamptzng to seeﬁre more buainess. He

13 apt to find that his tima thua apant will aarn norea than
the $30, 00 a week he would save by replacing a prlnter in
;he back-office;.. ' ' _
o (2) Ha shouid charge snough rar hig aervicea (far |
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his advertiéing'e?aée-and for his newspaper) to yleld a
profit suffieient to pay himaalf a living wage for hia
front-affiae work, | |
. rnataad, however, too many small-town aditors .
have their aapital 1nvested; stand a11 the risks of the
business, parfoxm their writing, editing, an& other duties
'annnaeted with the buaineas in a parfmnctcry mannar;jg;an
i vaditicn hﬁid down & full&%ima “Job aa printer, receiva
a printer*s wages for it all; and think thay are making
' money, | . - -
| |  Nn”b€he?“bu§1ne§s'is-#onﬂuctéé‘in gach a manner;
and hdidnefié'tb-ﬁlame for the newspaper ownerfs plight but
| himéezf;. e ST .;L_. _3; o
: ; é chaek of 288 Kansas weekly papera ravaala tnaﬁ _
' only 16% receiva-ﬁagﬂ a year for subacriptiuns;'whila 9%
ask only $1.00, About 60% receive $1,50; Two dollars per
yoar should be a standard pries for all but the very small~
est papers, and they should receive $1,50. The editors
who didn't raise to thoae prices daring the war yeara have |
no one to blame’ hu‘b themaslveny | |
In cheaking Ransas papara for aubaeription rates,
it was surprising, inaaed, to find that 157 of them do not
carry this informations In other wordsy there are approxi~
m&tely'ad papers in the_Staté of Kanses for which a News
aomer to the neighborhdod_could_not subgeribe without either



86

neking & spoetel irlp to the office of publication or writ
ing the editdr“a'1etter'£a~aak-hia'sdbscriptioniyricea.
e Th&ra'ara alse thirty or more papers In the State

enjoying aecond~eiass maizing prtvilagas without going to
~the trouble of narrying. 1n their mast head, or- elaewhere, -
the ﬁaaonduclaae m&iliﬂg permit, as’ vaquired by ycstal regu~ -

_1aﬁiona. Only tha laxnesa of tha laeai puatmaster and the

’faot that third and fnurth assiatant paatmaster ganerals _

'ara airaaay overwarkad an& too buay to taka notica, parmita

their being mailed.

259 *Naw Methoda and impra?amants are Acceptad
t With Graat Hesitanoy. Apologias ara ortea made for the
emalz-tﬁwn paper to the erfect that *tha editors ané awners'
are really just printers, ana not e&itora or Journaliats |
1n the trna aenee of the worﬂ. It will ba grante& that
many are making thair living ag printars, gince they not
anly spend mﬂat of their tima in tha “baekwoffica“ attenﬂ» o
.1ng io machanical detaila, but are satiafied tnat they ara_
making money'whan their‘totai 1nooma equals the wagea of _
an avarage prtnter. | | | |
" Iasue wzll bo takan 1mmadiately with the states -
ment that thay aro “printers. " The papers, poorly printed;
_poarly folded, pauriy arrnnged typographically, which reprau
gent rural Khnsas, or any other gtate, are mute testimony
that the owners know as 1ittle about the printing trade as

they do about Journalism as & profeasion,



) It should, in all falrness, bo emphasizod that
there are & greet numbor of -well-edited, well-printed woekly

papers in Kansas. If the onc-third or one-half of them, for-
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which the fnragéiﬂg-inﬁiﬁtmﬁnt.hold$ true, were ownod by men -

who wera avan good ninfas and would only copy after thsir
exchanges, all papers could be creditabloe tyPOQrgphicaily;
at least, ' | | -
Rural oditors, 1% seams, are modern and up~to-date
hin overything oxcopt their own basiness., Thoy do not hegd~ *
tate to own and ride in motor carsg of ithe latest wodel, and
o keop abroast of the timés along such 1ines as their clothe
ing, and thé housos théy,liva in, Bl with their-nawépépars
1t is,diffarani.a In-many of,tham;:haadlinas are a8 inconspi-
cuous a8 thaﬁ were in the days of-ﬁenjamin Franklin. Front
pagos ara dscorated with diqplay aévertiaementa, in accord~
snae with thirty~yoar-ago methcds, and on tha inﬂide pagaa
display advertisaments are scattered to the four cqrnara
with & few tossed into the center for good msasure, in
spite of.thﬁ.faqt that the pyramid method has been aocapte&_
and used by the beitter papers for wany yeaXs.
.Of 2838 Kanéaa.paﬁera only 104.Pyramid.%hair'dié~ _

ﬁlay‘adverﬁisamanta, whilo 134 do not, If only papers eight

pages in g1ze and above are congidered, about half of them use

the pyramid style of page make~up,
A majority of Kanaas waakly papers, 160 out of 288,

do not carry diaplay advertisamenta on their front pages, and
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there ig,withont dogbtg_a_atpady,ige?aaga in the number of
papers which'?esariaafro#t,page_spaca_fpr1newa.qnly.ffPartia'
cularly is tgismgrne_ofsﬁapaxs.gf.eight;pagaazar,mora;_wyatura
aily ;ﬁ 1s:gametimes:d;rficu1t:forta fﬂﬂrfpaga.PQPG:.tajcanw
fine éll its aﬁs.to:the,tbiee_xemaining.pagesg &1%haﬁgh_
many of them do, IR

‘It hag been raaogmized for several yeavs that ree
ducing to the 13 or 12% em column arfords the editor a pain-
1eaa increase in advertiging rates, and also roduces his
paper stock cost, sinee it either adds an extra colpmn_to
gach page, or reduoaa the sima of tha paaﬂ. {Sevaﬁ 12~-om
coﬁuwna will go on tha»sama size shaat, by’reducing margins

siightly, asg wili six zsyam columna,)

| | Hevartneless, 225 out. of 258 Kanaas weekzias atill
atick to the old 13ﬁ3m columty althaugh the coat anﬁ tradbze
involved in the change 1is alight. _ N
| Thua we might.continuq.rqf saﬁérai pages to qmnﬁa-

rate tho backward tendsncies of many raral editorm,

Ho Gast'ﬁvstgﬂg

The amgtaurian-appaaranca of the small~town news-
paper can dften be traged to the poor aquipmant_wtth'which
it 1s prdducad, which in tarn can be traced to the 1a¢k of.
any knowledgs;of'coata, tneluding reserves for'dapfeaiaticn.
Presmes, line casting machines end type faces are poﬁtinusd
in use 1o§g after they ahaui& have been diséarded a8 unecono-

mical,



* Thig 1is necessary bacause'thevadiinr or owner haé
not figured his depreclation as part of his actusl axpenseff_
and does not have a reserve with which to buy new whou the
0ld is worn out. A complicated cost systen is not required
for tha figuring of depreaiatian,:insuranqa,ftaxasg'etg.,
into the cost of avery Jjob printed or every inch affadvartisa_ |
1hg-aa1ﬂ; A-very-aimpiifieﬁ-syStam.wiii.make“theuabhva poé—-.
Biblﬁﬁﬁyﬁt thefaverage plant is operated withéut;aﬁy'cost+

syatem at all,

Tne B1 onte, (California) Horald

. With a dosire to present tha outstanding features
of some grall-town ﬁéekly papey maré tﬁan ardiﬂarlly'aucceswn
ful, the E1 Nonte (Galifornia}‘ﬂerald wes finally salectad.
QQma Ranans paper could as well %Qa have been used, but
the abwe choiae was rade in order to avoid any pre.jndiaes
whieh might accompany tho placing of some one Kansas paper
on & pedostal as an example for the reat. Algo, editor
Nall R. Murray, of th@ bl Nonte ﬁaral&, has been Irank 1n

_telling to what he attributas his unusual suceasa.qs-

45, The ul Monta Heraid ia frequantly mentioned '
as one of the outstanding weokly papers in
the United States, G¢e Stewart Robertson,
Introduction to vodarn Janrnaliam, Pe 317,

'He was for several years c!ty editor of 1arga

daiiies, finally quitting the desk of the Omaha Déily News
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in or&er to buy a smail paper of hia awn.. - Wetll 1ot him

te11 hia myn storyt

- "ghen we anterad the ﬁeekly Hewapapsr bua!.neaa in
31 Ponte, wd were imbued with the idaa that thore iz no good
reason why a ¢ountry weekly should not be just as good &
newgnapar as the dailiss in the big city, aithough on a
smaller seanle, Henco,; we dotermined to appl; daily newspaper.
principles in the 'oubiishing of our newspaper, Aocordingly,
we made up the fivret page of our weekly just as carefully
28 wo had each dma/ for goveral yvears, vade up the first
page of the city daily, and we applied the same g«aneral
rules of first page drese and makaa-up, _

e *I want to assovrt at tho ‘bagimung tha‘t, to attain .
succeaa. the weekly newspaper must be glean, constructive
~and comprahensive, In fact, we nay call theae the "Three
-G'a" in the suacaaaful adit.i.ng of & amm‘é.ry nawapaper. -

"It yst\ﬁt Bo. Czeam To be clean a newspaper mugt

~ be accurste, truthful, and in no songe sensational,  Accu-
racy is strosased asm m% paramount importance in our office,

Miatakes couse mu¢h unfaverabla eomen‘c. on Nain Stree‘t. '

"7t makes ng proud when Bl Honte ministers tell
their conpregations that they have yet to see an unwhole-
some item of news 1in our néwspapery and urge their people
to become subseribers, ¥We would much rather be able to
hear that kind of praisgé than to have them say that our
nowspaper ig the greatest money-maker in tha weekly field,
but that 1t publishes news that they do not want thelr
nhildran to read. _ _ :

"It st be Constmctive~ A cauntry newslaapar

~ that is not constructive cannot succeeds The editor of a
country newspaper mast be fair-minded, He must be ready

to take firm stand in a constructive way for the botferw
ment of his acommunity. He must in no sense use his news-
papsr as & "spite sheet® %o punish persong who have imurrs&
_ his diapleasure in a paraonal way. _

: Tt Muat Be comprehensiva: Bvery week of the
~world a ropregsentative of the Bl Hontse Herald calls every
home with a telephone in Bl Honte and vieinity. Hany ocalls
have 10 be ropeated before the number is obitained, Thip
effort, this expense, is well worth while, however, as 1%

. gives ns direet contact with many f%ems of news c oncerning

ramilias who have no talapnones, Th;us we have comprehensive,

J‘ .
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heart«to~heart contact with our community 1ife, In covor-
ing your field comprohengively, you must do promotive work.
One such projoct on our newspaper which has created much -
1ntarest and good will is our annual golf tournament,

- "o my mind ccunﬁry editors do not uge sufficient
printers' ink themselves, In Bl ¥onte every reader knows of
the growth and development of the I1 Monte Werald, because
we have keopt them posted. We toll of circulation gains..

We publish in full all letters from advertisers commondine
tha Herald as an sdvertising medfum, We {ell our hopes and.
“aimg at the beginning of each new ysar," 46

46, Talen from an address by Heii Rs Hurray; editor-
owner of the 21 lonte Herald, befora a group of
newapapar editors.

Glancing at ¥r, Hurray'a El bonte Herald, the reader
is 1mpressad.by the fact that his paper is;in the first place,
accurate. He carries the fcllowing massage in one ear of his
paper: "E1 Fonte 155 — If you find'a misstatement or an
error in the Bl Mont e Harald, please call abova number and
not1fy the editor;" | | '

Few papers, tndead, bother to be 50 accurate, and
a majority of then; if making such ap offar, would need to
install additicn&l telephonas.

Above allﬁ ii meé:;uisa comprehanaives It isn't
a sheet with all tha*/ + that cpuld be Bald;-filled in afoupd
with_whateﬁer news is neaaasary to £111 the pages, Advertis-
ing 1is unusually heavy,_which rasulta'in é lzépage paper as
a genéfal rule, The reading space of two pages is devoted
to sonool news, .al; news 1s written up comprehénaively; A

roport of a Boy Scout Sunday aftarnooh outing inciludes the
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names'of“the‘QO'Héoﬁts'@artidipﬁtiﬁg;-thé SPONBOrs,. thé~ﬁ 
_aativitiaa engaged in, and othar 1ncideqtaz details.:.szx f'
inchee of spaae 15 davated ta %na maating of a menﬂs “unday
Schooz elass, giv!ng 311 its plana, &ﬂd variauﬁ ¢ommitﬁees’_
fnamesg A masting af tha Girl Seout ?raap drawa three inches
of space, giving names of membera, of bostass, scout 1eadar,
and other detniis; A Ghamber of commeraa 1&nchean speeeh '
Is repartad in fullj a local mereh&nt who attanded a busiu :_
ness convenﬁion.ia interviaweﬂ and highulights of tha aon~, ,
ventlan/givan. Caod nawspaper rapcrting ia in evidenee
throughoutumjust as gooﬂ as can ha found in tne average
&aily& R | _'" '

| Tha El monte Hﬁrald has a matrnpolitan appearance,'
.both on front paga and throughout, ineluding a wall—balanced
'headline arrangemant, a 11va editarial paga, and a personal
colum hy the editors | .

R maJority of rural editors could read ons issua
of tha El Vonte Herazd, and improva their own papsrq SOp.
providca thay profiﬁedat a;_fwhat waa before them;

-Nﬂwggaher Peraoﬁaliﬁgf

o Peraonality for a newspaper nay sound 11ke somen ,
'thing 1ntangibis-and 1t iz, but; 1ika paople, some newg-
papara have it and eome do not; wa often, 1n glancing over

a smazl community newspapar, dons one beaoma aware, perhaps -



at timaa'sﬁbcoﬁseioﬁsiy, of & woefunl lack of something, and
put the sheet aside witﬁ,l“ﬂh well, it's only the local
papor.” . o : : -

‘Does ﬁhia ever happan.ﬁ1%h &.waii*printed; heatly
folded paper, whare-tne frah§ pag9,1s.dsvoted to nows, dis-
played under propay haaﬁlinas,'wall balancsd on tna'paga?.
To a papor where ﬂads”*ﬁre ?yramide@ and the nawa.iﬁ éar&+
fally departmantalizad;_with perhaps en sditorial calumn;-
set leaded, double width? Tho anawer’ié-nu,._ |

- lewapaper personality depends on two things:
content anﬁ typographical prrangoment; and'%uzly ond-half
of the Kﬁnéaa pépéra could be improvad in both raspecta;.'

_ Taroughout thls study it has bsen strikingly

ncticeable'that §ome papers w&ra'easiiy read-aﬁdﬁeasily
classified (among them the Osborne Farmer end ¥inneapolis
waaaengsr) becauss of thelir organizetfon and departmentalts
zation, Others aafind, not only eiaasification, but road-
ing as well, due to 1ack_0f_organization. Parsonal itome,
obituaries and country cofrespondénpé wore mixed end scatw-
tored over all the ﬁagea, saamingly'wharavar-tha‘editor:

chose ia.sat them down.,

* Tn nowapaper offices uha word "advartieement“ ig
soldom heard; it has boen shortened to "ads,"
which no doubt, in time, will be accepted in?
common usago.



| CHAPTER VII
SUHMARY EARY AMD CONCLUSTON g

This study of Kansas woekly newspapers, while not
agguning to be cnnaiaaivﬁ or final; bagauné.afltha linited
time over whigh the ﬁtudg-axﬁsnﬁed,-navsftbaleas auggests
zome rathor definite conclusions, ._ _

. Our objJect, as stated In the beglnning, was o
determine, if poaaiblé;-ﬁha socializing influence of the
Kanaas rural:prﬁss; te attempt to déhermiha with what de-
grea of success the press interpreis the community to ite
golf--"holps the cltizen to understond his own communiuy
and its rolation %o the outside worid.

- Tn the beginning it was suggested thet ths direct

influenco of the rural press would bde difficult to ascartain,

owing to the many otiher factors at work in the sanme field,
But 1t was suggested tnat gome value woula bé devived from
knowing pracisely how much materigl of’ varioua types wasg
to be found in the columns of the papers, At least tais
~would permii tho conclusion that 1 cartain types of nows
. mafarial are not found in the paperﬁ, certainly the papers
are not contributing to the davelopw&nt of an 1ntelligent
citizenship ag rolated to those topica,

In roviowing the provious studios whiich had been
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nade ‘along this line, attempiing at the aama time to formu- |
late & motbod %o be used,; the conglusion was gredually |
rogched that thg_mathqﬁ uae@ by Wiley, in atu&yrng Gonnacti~ .
out weak1§ papors, and hy Géurtnay, for ﬁabraska prpers,
coul& wiaaiy'ba-adoptaé'tn our sﬁa&y af-Kahsaa papoers,

Acaardfngiy this method, with minof alteraﬁioné,
was adopted., mr, ﬁiiley‘ it night be adue&, arrived at
this method by carbininn what ﬂPemeu to be, the best featuras
of methods uaed by other studenis auring the past twenty |
or more years, X :

~ The mathod, already axplained in detail, consigsted
of'carefully reading the papera and classifying the contonts
under twenty ﬁain categoring, The'amount of sﬁaca gi?an_
each category, basod on the ﬂolﬂmﬁ ineh ﬁs & unit of meaéure-
ment, was then detormined. | |
 The method uzed steod taa tost in ‘that 1t pzovea

satigfactory for the use intended, No mathod, hcwaver,
éouid be.perféct‘. Tn thiz case it was found that, even
'witn twanty main categoriss, considerable material could
‘not be classified, and had to be plaead in & “miscallana~
aus” colamn .

Among the aiﬁnificant facts which seem\to stand
out as a result of the study we-mantion tha»following,
‘each of which will ba explained in detalil:

1., Konsas weekly paporg are deficient in the
amount of local news they print,

2. Kensag weekly papers-rank high in the amount
- of socially significant news they print,
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. 3, Rangsas meakiy papers aveid their reﬁvonsi*~
: bilities as community leaders, as evidenced
by the absonce of original editorial material,
- 4.  Rengaws weekly papers without comyetition seen to _,'
gserve thelr communitiea as well as do papers with
-competition.. SRR , : :

5.-'Kansae waokly papars show evidanae of antzquated
Jourralistia and busrnass methods. _

| i;_ “Kansas weekly paners are daficient in the
amount of 1ecaz newa they print. This aoneluaion aeams -
Ilogical 1n v:ew ‘of tha faet tnat enly fiva of tna twmty |
~ papers atudiad devoted as much aa 50% of their space to
.Iccal naws, news which directly eonnaznﬂ paople who raul"
side in the townwpf publication, 3Sn:aly a paper making
ﬁ:atenég'ofibeiﬁg a local 1nétitu£iaﬁ'ﬁhbﬁzd devote at
:1e$et_50%'bf.ifs_ragéing_épaae to local matorial. The
fact camnot be m'smﬁg&.y stroesed that with the radfo
ahd'thé eﬁerwinééeasing #ifaﬁlation uf-dnily papers and
nagazSnes, tha local pﬁpar mugt present material which is
nct 10 be found 1n papars oy nagazznea, nor to be haard
_over the radio,. It must bo a local institution. h

Iz 50% of a rural paper's raading gpace ahould

ba devoted to 1oca1 materzaz 1ﬁ 18 no doubt safe to assume
that at least 75% should be devoted %o “1¢ca1 plus county*®
news (thia wquld include-the town and all its trade torri-
tory). Howa&pi, 1t 1é found that only foﬁr of the twenty )

. papgrs'gtudigd devote as high as 757 of their reading space
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to tha town of publi&atinn and aurwounding community; nine
fall below 60 end thrae falz below: oven 508«

Stata, national amd roraign news are handled
sparingly hy Kansaa papara ag 8 rala, and, g previously
pointed ouf tha locatian of a ragar andtna quostion. of whether
the tarritury 18 well eovemd by daily papers Bare imrortant
faetors in determzning how mueb apaea a paper should devota
to this type of newacl | ‘

FKansas waekly paper 1ay uhemservaa apan to gevere
criticiam by davoting a high pereantaga of their reading
:space to maga inﬁ material, moatly synﬁicated piatawmattar, ~
with no Tocal significanﬂan«mastly raterial that can be
foanﬁ in magasinas and acrap books. "hrea of the ﬁwénty |
papers atudied devota more ﬁhan 25 of their total reaﬂing
| space to this type of m&terial. ”melva of them devote mnra 
. 4han 10% of their reading apaca to it. The presanee of a
high peroantage of this type of m&terial tenda to transform
| what shouzd be a local papar into a magazina of an inferior
sort, | | o |
" 2e "'Kansaa.waekly papers “rankhigh in the amount
of aoeially signifieant matarial they print from the' |
‘standpoint of socialization, of helping the citizen to under-
stand hia own ¢ommunity and ite relation tathe ontside world
four of the major categories are undoubtedly important.

Thay are; religion, edueation, ecnnomica and politios.
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Knnaaa'paparéz¢annbt be arttieiaed fuf 1gns§1ng_
the présenée'and'importaﬁaefof the church iﬁ.thair'éoﬁmunie
fies‘. Ag a grouﬁ they devote an,aVQraga of almost 6% of
tﬁéir.tatal reading epace to religiaus-mattsra, saveral '
give 7% to IU% and ons, moré than llm. In no paper daas o
churen nawa eccupy 1esa than 24.0f ﬁhe total spaca. :

on e&uaatienal natters Kangas papers as a group
again rank wall, huﬁ:hare'tﬁe 8;33% ranking of the groups
does not give an adaquéﬁa piétara‘ .aﬁa papar.givﬁs leas
than 1% of ite space ta:qdacétianél mattaré, whiie at:the
opposite extrome we find a paper with'$2;4?§; 1t s0 hape
pens that tne-papaf7witn.l%-davoted'ﬁﬁﬁ of 1ts space to |
magﬁzina material filler. A-gcoa schoold~news column would,
nd'dduht;'yield-this papar large ratarns in reader-interest,
_not to mantion the fact that 1t would ba fulfilling ona
of the onligaiions of a newapapar to the community,

| : Kensas weekly papers apsums their econ0min 0bli~
gations and acquitthemselves with oredit, judged by the
amount of gpace givan %o this type.of news. Kensas is pree
dominantly a farm? “g state, and it is only to be expected
that the rural praaslshould davbte its space generously to
aconomic news of a dsoided agiicultural flavor, A.majarity
of ‘the papers givo 10% to 154 of their~spece to sconomic

 hews, A few papers are open to the criticism of becoming
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- too much angrosaed with present economic condztionag devot-
ing mors than 35% of tneir spaee to ecunamic naws,

With faurtean of twenty papers aevoting loss than:

o 5% of their total reading pace to pclitiaal newa, and four

" of ?hesa fall!ng belaw 1?, 1t 18 a foragone conciﬂeion that'
rural Kaneana cannﬁt be gaining, frﬁm their weakly papers, an
adequate pictnre of their local politieal and admivistrative
problamaq &hize willey, in his Ftudy of Gannecticuﬁ papars,
is prone tn critiaisé a ﬂimilar lack of politicaz 1nforma~
- of course,

tion in Gonnectiaut papers, thore 1s/hamething to bs said
in favor of tha homeumawn papef@ not getting too &eeply
into pol*ticsr | '

| Politiaal situationa do naed airing in the rural

Press occasionally, and an editor should not nesitata to
taka a stand on questions which arise. ‘At the seme time
-an 8-page paper which consigtently devoted 5% (about 24
1nchés) of its reading space to partisen politicel argi-
ronts wduld goon convince'its political opponents that there
should be another naper in t0wn~~ana there wbuld goon be one.
Bitter experiance has taught many editars that too nuch dab-
bling in poiitiaa does not pay, particularly where ona paper
ig attamnting to garve all political fections,

B “Kanaaa weekly papera avoiﬁ their responsi-
bilities as community lesders, as evidencad by the absoance
of original editorial matsrial,® 4s has already been shown,

Kansas papers as a group give 9,557 of thoir total reading
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space to“aﬁitorial-mat%er;=whichi~on5tha tacamaf*thinés,.u
looks 1iko & fairly-goaﬁ ah0#1ng¢J.Hﬁwéveri-the wind ia”
taken out of our sails by 8 cloaar investigatiun, which
rovealy thai most of uh@ aﬁitorial mataria1 ia elinpsd
from other papers an&_magamines, and deals with such
goneral and harmiessusuhjec%s-gé-eéonoﬁic-dEPrassienﬁ-_
and high taxoes. o - |

And fmrthar, a graat deal of the original eﬂi- fu
torial material 1s of ths humo ous paragraph type; with |
only an oceasional constructive 1&@&. Vie are foreced to
egnélude ﬁhatrmds% rural papers 1n-Kanéaa;-and alsewhere,
avbﬁa'almoaﬁian%iraly-their ﬁﬂitariﬁl raaponsihilitieé:.
ta_tha'eommunity¢ _:_

4y PRansas weakly papara withaut eompetitian
"gean to gorve their communities as well as do papers with
eompetitiong .Gounty-saat;papers with.np-ccmpetition, 1, 84y
papere 1n'tcﬁns'whare compotition might seem warraﬁted, as
a group, fall about 6% short in total percentage of space
devatad to reading matter, as compareﬁ to papers with either
daily or weekly cempetition. Thia 6% 1s refleuted in a
higher percentage of . advertisiﬂgs .
: Papers with no compatition rank higheat in tne
following news catagoriast Local, 10ca1uplug*aounty, rali-
gious, aduoa‘bion&l, anti sportn They rank. a.aﬂest in amount

of apace davoted to cartoona and comias, nationa1 naws,
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and foreign news, which, ag has paem po*nﬁad out, is usually
found in plate form, and uqad maraly as *filler, s
?he.countyﬁseatIpapera,-qnaPﬁqsad,_rank ahead grl'
papers with weemy;compaiz{éaw 1n the perosntage of apace
daevoted to staté news‘aﬁd @ﬁiﬁorialamatier.'j- e
-_5._-?Rahsaaiwaékly‘pape;s;sasw;avidenaé-or'aﬁtin
quatad joﬁrﬂalistic and'businesé ﬁethode.” .“hera &ve &
great many Kanaas weekly papers ownod and a&ited by man
of enargy and abiiity, who proéuao papern thet are a credit
to the ownerg, the snmmunitias bhay represant, and to the
Statey and they are not all in ths 1&*gar uowns eithar- N
At_the.sama-tima,.many-man avidently engage in
the newspaner business withcﬁ%3previqﬁs.training_qr-knbwa
ledge of the game and, ea d to relaﬁQ, never leartts 4 majorie
ty of ihe latter claqa,_if they raad their axchanﬁea end
were good mimica, qouid fmprove thefr own papera 50%, Ustw
ally they slight all correspondence and the business cn;
generally 4o devote their time to;the.ﬁbackeoffica.._ on
this basis they should bé‘goaa printers, but one glance
at their papers wiﬁh a hodge-podge bf~poor1g set adrertisements
scattored all over the pages, poérly inked, poorly printed,
poorly folded, 14 proof that: ﬁnéy are'nbﬁa Ho 1@provsment )
is noted from year to yéér. While upwto~data papara adopt
the pyramid ad style, reduoe ¢olumm widths, remove ads from

the front page, adopt a head—line systemy and keep abreast



of the times generally, these wayufaring brathren plcd
along, abiivinua to the march Of progross,. neVer attemdm
ing an editorial assaciation eonfarenca of any sort nor
reading snything prinzad dn’ haaks ‘o megazines eencatnw

ing improvements iIn their bﬁainassj, '
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'On'%he'fdiiowing'pages ara found eppendices 4.
an& B Appan&ixfa. explainsg qome of the. terms uaed, and,
in partieuiar, axpzains the types of news 1isted undar

the various news categories as used in Ghapter Ve

appanaix'ap shaws the'wazkﬁshaets containiﬁg the _
actual figures in inches &8 socured in snalysing the tﬂanty‘
 papors studied, .Other infcrﬁation'conaerning_eabh papér |

ﬁtudieﬂ is also given,.
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i ﬂEEﬂ'ﬂdix AQ

' Each of the catagories usad 1n classifyiﬂg and
analysing the contenﬁ cf Kanaas waekly new9papers is OX =
plainad below. R : .

THE UNIT OF MEASUREENT, The inch is the unid
of measureément used in determining the relative amounts of
apaue devotaé ta the. varions nategﬂries.

'READING MQTTER. For thﬁ purpoae or this atudy
511 space was counted ag oceupied either by advertising
mattor or reading matters Thus the space devoted to comic
gtrivg and cartoons is counted as reading matter sgpace, In
the analysis headlines were counted as a psrt of the news,
Since the headline fs one of the bost seales by which to
measure the 1mnor¢anca of a news story, it aeems saund to
in01uue 1% 3

All peréentagea Bre based on reading mattar only,
except In Table XI on page 46, showing the percentaga of
advertising to reading mattoer, Here the enltire spaaa in
the paper is 1nciuﬂaﬁ.. - o

L  SHOP=SET, Refers 40 matarial put inta type in the
shop where the paper iy printed, Elther 1inotype, inter-
type, or linogruph slug castiing machines are found in the
plants of all papérs studied, except iwo. These two still
use the hanauseb methbds. S o

PL&TE‘EATT&R, Syndioataa materfal furnished the

“editor in pzata form, ready to be put into the colums of

the paper, is known as plate-natter, sometimes referred to,

for no logical roason, &s "boller plate," In some casosy

' the editor receives some of this matérial in mat form and
casts his own piate. .

- GﬁRTDOHS and COMICS. The term ﬁaads no explange-
‘tion, Kansas papers devote only 2,18% of their reading
space to this material. _ _ _

ADS. Everything for which the eaitar reaeivea,
or should receive, direct financial 1etuzn, iz classifled
ag advertising.

LOGAL NE4S, News originating in the town of publi-
cation or in the immediate vieinity. _
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COUNTY NEWS, Not nacassarily the news originating
in the county of publication, as bounded by exagct county lines,
but the newg of the gurrounding coﬁmunit 5 _nciuaing at lsast
the trade tarriﬁnry af the town,

STﬂTEiNEWS. Baws Originating within the aﬁate
or directly concerning affeirs of the state, politieal, hiatou
rical, aconomic, regardlass of origin. '

NATIONAL NE as. Paztainfng to- eacurrences or mazﬁ
tors national 1& sccpe-

FORBIGN rws. Pertaimng to iﬁtar»national maté-;-»
tor and affairs. o o R DR o :

 RELIGIOUS NEk 45, Tnoluded material in which the
emphasis ie on any phase of ahurch or religiaua activity.

EDUCATIONAL NIWS,. Mosaly hews concern*ng the
local schools, or any of the ins*itutions of higher Jearn-
ing, bui included also material aiming conaniaualy toward
tha caltivation of the mind, _

~ CLUBS, LDuGuu,. &11 acaonnis QP fraﬁarnal or niub |
activities,

- aPeﬁT. Yateriol raferring to all majbr and minor
athlotics, recreation and narsanal news about athlotes as
such.

HUNAY INTEZREST AND PEATURE%. Shapwaet matarial
in which the news elaﬂant is not paramcunt; stories about
children, animals, historical plaaaa, buildinga or events,

EDITORIAL AND OPINTON. Or*ginal editorialsy clipped
editorials, aynuicated editorials and communications 10 the -

editor,

o PmRSONﬁLS. Local itenms, rccording the gozngs and _
nominga of the residents of the swall town, guch as are .
~found in great numbers in the average rural weekly; Birthse,
weedings, eic., all malerial ugually fcund in socisty or '
pérsonal columna. Hain characteriatia is “1ntereat in persons”*

_ alonenta

hconogzc.; Frineipally farm newsa, bul includos also
news of labor, indusitry, commerce, finance, transportation,
price and supply of nocessiiios, - -
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mLx‘z‘*mL, Any matter pertaining to political
parties, their aotivities, campaign plans, discussions of
goliﬁies and candidates, platfarms, an& political CONY SN

iOan ' o .

k&GﬁﬁIﬂE kﬂTEQIAL. Storiaa, fashion hints radia
advice, cooking and canning recipes, home éscoration hints,
fietion, end a “wide variety of material that has none of
the timsly intorest that cheraciorizeés news, In shnrt“mthe
staff tnat ‘serap. books are mede of, - -

_BACK»QFFICE. A term.commoniy used araund a Nowg-
paper office to denote the part of the building in which
the machinery is located, where the mechanical wcrk incidon=
2l to 1gsuing a paper is sctually dena. .

ﬁIschiLﬁNEOUS. Whila 11ttla ment!an is rede of
the miscellensous material, obviously some material defied
all efforts to classify asnd could not ba placed definitely
in any categqry, 50 was relegated to misuealaneaus. -



Appendix B. 108

: Kansas Newspaper <Analysis .Cbart_
SMALL, TOWN '

) PAPER__ThB.ﬁ 0T SemiTn TOWN'_Mf“"'{'Bas} .......... C?UNTY__M::
pate orissue |21 % | 8 B3| |dglig|ip epluglzs|t|saldElEE p 35BS 5| 5 B |5
23| & | & |5a| 4 [05|5202| 52228227 |E2AF|GS & [RE|8% & | 2| 8|35
|| :
3851065 27619 | 28/11 5 [14/18/61|73/0 |87
_ | . .
1-20-3L _ |277p24 53 0 18646510471 03810 |74 L5 |32/ 2 | 13|14 35/90/14/0 |64
1-15+31 9@?}0 250 b7onss|o4 |57 (17| slo |20 22(26(2 |9 |3 [18/67(26(17| 3
21831 aza%oz 240 239@@51'5 7O10| 0| 7 24 | 26/50/7 [0 |20/15(67|24/0 [17
2<10-51 _|265154111 0 P0046E |64 57 | 7 15 | 6 96 | 23/23/2 |6 |20(20175/35/0 (52
i |
i 1
|
Editor or Owner. Hapwme 1, Kbz Col. Lgth..gg...... Cols. to Page._g-... Usual No. Pages. 4 ......

Cirdulation, 450.
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SIALL TOWN Kansas Newspaper cAnalysis Ghart
) ,Pamn__ﬁm County News : Towntdnona (324} County lOgan
o =] [%s TR 2 S L [EalEsl 29z (52
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Ba5edl 261115148 0 Bl0a7145(38 (1806 |5 Ms8ho |1 [0 |v | 20l42!55!86l0 |00

1-18-31%  |p35155 80 O BH6HOL|77 (28(368(6 (0 (8814 |3 |0 |16/3 49 [4117(16/77

l
i .
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