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‘INTRODUCTION

Down to modern times, China's educated elites always looked
to the Western Chou Dynasty (about 1122-771 B.C.) as the classical

age par excellence, an era in which the basic norms of all higher

civilization were deve]bped and put into effect by the sage rulers
who lfved early in that period. ‘An integral part of the political
order instituted by the sage kihgs~and regents of the early Chou was
a combination of devices that permitted that dynasty to control
efficiently and for a 10ng"tjmevthe vastklandscape of north and
-central China, which they conquered from the Shang Dynasty -late in
the second millennium B.C. i
It is usually impossqb1e to mﬁke clear distinctions between the

ideal and the actual in the surviving accounts of thése devices --
which include the doctrine of the Mandate of Heaven, the idea of
one world "all under Heaven" (t'ien-hsia), the ruler as Son of Heaven,
the development bf a proto-bureaucracy, strategically placed royal
garrisons, and the so-called "tributary system," the topic under
consideration here. But while the sources may give us an idealized
state of affairs, they also give us a picture that is plausible and
consistent, and it is possible to interpret the small stbck of existing
concrete data (archaeo]qgica] remains, bronze inscriptions, etc.) in
such a way as to suppoft the main outlines of that picture,

.'The*"tributary system" of thg Western Chou'was a solution to

the -problem of controlling a very-big and recently conquered territory.

1
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The Chou royal house, having no means te rule its vast possessions
centrally, parcelléd them out to kinsmen, meritorious retainers;
and other parties and maintaiﬁed~contro] over all these dependencies
by methods described‘in the following chapters.

The tributary system-in later times gradually deve]opediinto a
regular. international die]omatic order among the states of East Asia.'
The system continued in use until the Nineteenth Century, when it
was superseded by the British treety system, after the defeat of China
in the Opium War 0f~1839—1842., |

The tributary system in its later history characterized China's
- relationships with foreign states or tribal groUps,vmaking.clear-cut
distinctions between superior and inferior, senior and junior, and
suzerain and dependent"ieda geogrephical and.re]igio-po]itical frame-
wofk,"With\China asythe suzerein'state and every other state attached
to it in\vafious degrees of subordination. ,Unti] the Nineteenth
Century, the system persisted despfte great changes over the centuries
in the economies and societies of East Aefa,« |

Many scholars have studied the institutional development, and
the political, commercial, and’cujtura1-aspects of this system. The
study ofVDr. Yﬁng—shiﬁ Yﬁefocuses>on the inStitutiona] development
of the tributary system in the Han period (202 B.C, - 220 A.D.), when
China was, centralized and began to expand its influence abroad. Ise
Shintarp hasianalyzed ehe tributafy system durihg the T'ang (618-907),
as it affected China's relationships with such states as Po—hai;

Japan; and Korea, According to the study, the tributaries were



linked closely or distantly to the T‘aﬁg in accordance with their.
perceived degree of support for that beacon-1light of civilized -
culture. Dr. T.F. Tsiang stresses the input of the Neo-Confucian
philosophy. into the tributary system in Sung times (960-1279). His
study shows ﬁhat in this era, any possibility of’internatioﬁa] ré]a-
tionships on terms of edua]ity between China and other states was

in theory denied by the Cunfucian dogma,-which automatically imposed
an inferior status upon any state- that wished to enter into relations
with China. The Ch'ing tr1butary system wh1ch was inherited from
the Ming, consisted of two parts, the Board of Ceremonies and the

: Li;fan yuan, according to the studies of J.K. Fairbank and S.Y. T'éng.
The Board of Ceremon1es contro11ed tribute- bearers from the east and
_south including some European countr1es while the Li-fan- -yuan dealt
with the-tr1butar1es from the north and west © Their- study shows in
great deta11 the complex1ty of the tributary system as it had evolved
on the eve of modern times.:

As far as the~tributary‘systemkof tﬁe classical peripd is con-
cerned, the studies on the subject are few, and little has been done
on\the.brfgfn»and natﬂre of the system in its formative period. As
to the brigfn of tﬁe tributanj';ystem, it is'commonly said that it
- grew out of the political relationship of the early Chou kings with
their feudal Tords. Dr. H.G. 6ree1 deals with the Western Chou
tributary system anoné of the éecondary techniques by which the
royal house of Chou cohtfol]ed its féuda] lords. Richard L. Walker

and Roswe]]xs. Britton regard the tributary system as it worked later



6n 5n the Ch'un-ch'ju period (721-486 BCC.) as equivalent to its
system of interstate intercourse. Neither study, however, investigates
- closely enough the nature and function.of the tributary system during
the Ch'un-ch'iu period, or the question of its evolution from thg '
earlier system as practiced in the Western Chou. The Tlack of such

an investigation makes it impossible to understand the real historical
foundations of the tributary system of later imperial times. . The
present work attempts to fill that7gap. It essays a study or the
origins, nature, and function of fhe wQstefn Chou system, and of

the. important changes that system undgrwent in the Ch'un-ch'iu period.
- It deals mainly with the political, social and religious aépects of

- the system.

This dissertation*céﬁtains fj&e chapters.y The first chapter
conéideré the geographical cohditﬁons of the Western Chou dynasty :
rigthaffer its conquest of the Shang. It considers the tribal
character;of‘the royal house of Chou; the number and distribution of
. 1ts dependencies; and the scope of their distribution; and the
ofigfn of each dependency. The chapter considers the feng-chien
system as ma%n]y a tributary system, rather than as a "feudal" or
"patrimbnia]"4system as often described. | |

Chapter Two discusses the intefna] organization of the settle-
‘ments which the tributary dependencies were based upon. It also |
identifies the ruling élass in the dependencies, and its role in
the framework of the;fenQAChien system,

The control devices of the Western Chou dynasty are discussed



in7Chapter Three. It further details tﬁe purpose, function, and
nature of each control device, and its role and influence in main-
taining the feng—éhien‘system.

. Chapter Four is a concentrated study on the origin,;functidn,;
and ideological méaning of the tributary’system in the Western Chou
times; while the grbwth'and»chanée_of fhe tributary system into a
multi-state system, and a comparison of that system with its. antecedents
in the Western Chou is the subject of Chapter Five.

.AIn carrying out this study, I have~trfed to do my best to make
good'use of earlier scholarly contributions in Chinese, Japanese,
-and Western languages. Without the contributions of these other
scholars, I could not, I thiﬁk, have found my way through the subject.
I cannot c]aim that the ﬁ;esent wérk is as well done as I had hoped.

I should mentidh something df'the existing debate about the
nature»of'tﬁe'feng+Chién system, and my own approach to the matter.
H.G. Creel insists that the feng-chien system of the Western Chou was
a kind of feudalism, because political authority and military power
were pafpe]]edfout by the royal court to its subordinates, who were
the rulers éf certain districfs.' Paul Wheatley disagrees, and says
that thefféng4Chien‘system was a kind of patfimonia]ism, because it
involved the extensToh of the pﬁincip]e of paternal authority and
filial ddty among all the members of the royal 1€neage. Li Tsung-

- tsung-fa, or conical clanship system, In fact, the feng-chien system ’

was partly feudal, in that it was characterized by dependent tenure,
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immunity, and the exercise of certain éﬁ]itica] and military power
and authority. ' The system also contained a strong element of
patrimonialism, inasmuch éé tﬁe Chbu royal house appointed’and‘
controlled its subordinates as junior kinsmen. The final definition‘
of the nature of the feng—chién'System depends upon furtheryétudy B |
by Comparatiﬁe historiéns'ahd'dther‘sbeciaiists.‘ My ‘own approach
is to view the feng-chien syStem as an extension of a satellite
seftieméht system tentering‘Upoh thekroyal city; and dating from
the pre—cohqueét period.'vlf’fitfed c]pse]& with fhe concurrent
syStémvof tbnical'clahshfp; -It‘cou1d be said that my understanding
is close to that of Paui.Whéétley. “As for the ‘terms "depeﬁdéncy"
and "holder of a dependency," these are terms devised by myself in
connection with my‘unde£;tanding,pf the“féngfchien system.

In the process of Carrying'but'the study, I became aware of
many probTemé'owing to my‘lack‘of;anthropo1ogiéa] knowledge, and
' my’inSUfficieht compreheﬁsion‘of the bronze inScriptiohs of  the
Chou’dyhasfy;iwhich are crifiéa]yin supporting some of the information .

Tn the texts such as the:Lféchiaahd'Chou-1i. Howevek, I believe that

'thiS;Offéring may serve as a starting—point for future work on the

subject,



CHAPTER ONE

.THE ORIGINS OF THE FENG-CHIEN SYSTEM
IN WESTERN CHOU -TIMES

' The Western Chou (about 1122-771 B.C.) was not the earliest
dynasty toiru]e;in Chihé; but its,ruling system is the first that
is known inkanyAkind'of systematic detail.

Beforeifounding theirvdynasty, the Chou people Tived in the
basin§ of the Wei and Fen RiVers,T along the great bend of the
Yellow River, in modern Sheﬁsivand Shansi provihces. These basins

Were rich agricu1tura1 districts and fairly wellkiso1ated by natural
barrfers. . There the Chou people engaged in agriculture under the
leadership of what should probably be cdlled tribal leaders until
around the_time:that phey founded/their dyhaéty.z

‘ Ethnica]ly, the Chou people may have differed from the Shang
people, although most traditional Chinese opinion had it that they
were’essentia1]y Tike the Shang peob]e. The_materia] culture of

Chou, ﬁossjb]y related to the Yang—shao or Painted Pottery Culture,

was differént from’thatuof the Shang, which sprang out of the Lung-

shan or Black Pottery culture. In other respects, however, they
— A 3 ‘

shared important similarities.

The early development of the Chou people can be discerned in
the ancestral myths of their origins as a tribe and as an urban
societyf The ancestral myth of the Chdu tribe is associated with

the bjrth.of,HOu—chi,,the'fqunding ancestor of the Chi clan, which



was later destined to be the Chou roya]ic1an. The myth of Hou-chi
iSnpreserQed~in_the Ta-ya section of the Shih-ching, and in the
Shih-chi. According to the Yécord,of the_Shih-ching;4

’She who in the beq1nn1ng gave birth to the people 1‘

This .was Chiana Yuan. ;

How did she give birth to the peop1e7

Well she sacrificed and prayed

That she might no Tonger be childless

She trod on the big toe of God's footprint

Was accepted and got what she desired

. She gave birth, she nurtured,
and this was Hou-chi.
The passage attributes the birth of Hou-chi, the founding ancestor

- of ‘the Chou people, to the blessing of Heaven, which became the
supreme diety of the Chou tribe later. According to some anthropo-
logical views, the miraculous birth into a primitive society of a
certain individual can signify thevincarnation/of the tpibe's
totemic power into that person,5 The Tegendary event may also
fndicate the emergence of a chiefdom out of a segmentary tribal
socfety._,A chiefdom is generally characterized by the creation of
‘a rudimentary political hierarchy under the leadership of a chieftain
Who,;part1y by virtue of his miraculous birth, possesses power and
universal authority, as well as wealth, strength, and magical
expertise.  This change is usually accompanied by the development

and. increasing specialization of the village econdmy.6

Socially,
the chiefdom is often intégrated,and consolidated by various ritual
practices such as ré]igious ceremonia1 and anceétor worship which

symbolize the main social va]ues,'spiritua] 5é1iefs, and mutual



re]ationships;7 In this/regard, the‘mi}acu]ous birth of Hou-chi,
the progenitor bf fhe?Chouftrfbe, indicaies a point at which the
Chou cast off the1r segmentary totem1c trad1t1on and evo]ved into a
more e]aborate stage Qf deve]opment It means at the same t1me
that the Chou tr?be,Wés becomihg ah 1ndependent territorial group
undef the leadership of a powerfu] chieftain who monopolized the
toteﬁié ehﬁlémHOf thé(tribé.ahd who had a special relationship with
a powerful guardian god In fact, the Chou traditions suggest that
the Chou peop]e exper1enced a 1ong period of ch1efta1nsh1p under the
leadership of the Ch1,c]an before founding their dynasty around
s ‘ |

The béginning of‘Chou urban ]ife also seems to have taken place
in the pre- dynast1c per1od Accofding'tokthe Chou traditibn, the Chou
people f1rst Tived north of the We1 and Fen basins, But they were
forced out of their homelands by the pressure of other war-like tribes.
Accordingly, they moved southward to the plain of Chou, from which
they may have derived their name of Chou. " Sometime after settling
down at the foot of the Ch'i mountain, their urban 1ife began. The
Ta-ya section in the Shihethihg and the Chou pen-chi in the Shih-chi
provide a vivid description of their early urban 1ife. The

~ Shih-ching relates:

When (our peop]e f1rst was born, it came from Tu,
from Ts'i and Ts'u; the ancient prince Tan-fu, he
‘moulded covers, he moulded caves; as yet they had
“ no houses. The ancient prince Tan-fu, at day-
~ break he ga]]oped his horses; he fo]]owed the bank
- of the Western river, he came to the foot of
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“(mount) K'i; . . . he called the Master of Works,

- he called the Master of the Multitudes, he made
them build houses; their plumb-Tines were straight;
they lashed the boards and thus erected the
‘building frames; they made the temple in careful

order, (the walls) rising high; . . . he raised
the outer gate, . . . he raised the pr1nc1pa1 gate;
he raised the grand egrth -altar, . . . the -

“roads were cleared;
The Chou’pen-chj in the Shih-chi runs:

Tan fu took his family and left the Pin. He
crossed the rivers of Ch'i and Chii and went
over the Liang mountain to arrive in the foot
of ‘the Ch'i mountain. A1l of the people of Pin

- followed Tan fu there. The neighboring states
heard that Tan fu was benevolent and gathered
about him, ‘Therefore, Tan fu discarded the .
customs of the Jung and Ti. He built up houses
and walls, He set up the separate towns to be
Tived in (by people). He arranged the five
“authorities and officials. The peop&e were
happy with them and sang his virtue.

The passages above describe the earliest permanent settlements
of the Chou. The Shih-ching passage fndicates that the Chou peopie
did ‘not have houses and lived in caves and huts before they settled
down at the foot of Ch-i mountain, The building of a city started
after they moved into the plain of Chou. The city of Chou at this
time seems to have contained houses, temples, altars, roads, gates,
and walls, indicating a walled c1ty which remained typically Chinese
throughout succeed1ng per1ods

- The description of the city in the passage of the Shih-chi indi-
cates another fact: that separate towns or villages were set up

around the walled city for kinsmen and followers, This could be
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understood to mean that the Chou deve]obed sate11fte comunities
centering,oﬁ the main city. in many primitive sociéties, the expan-
sion and spread of urbanism was caused by constant population
increése coupled with a limited subsistence technology and ]ack'of

10 as well as by a need to

immediately exploitable land resources,
protect~scarce;resources_against raiding and pillage from outsﬁde.

This expansion of urbanism often results in the development of satelite
communities or Vil]ages orientéd towarthhe original or parent city.
Mutual relationships among sﬁch Sett]ements demanded the subordination
of the offshoot village to the parént city on the basis of kinship.]],
- The Chou's construction of separate villages for its kinsmen and
followers seems to haVe followed Such a scheme. It seems likely that
through the urﬁan systeﬁ’the Chou'cod1d solve a’pobu]ation problem by

.dispersing people into new villages, a possible internal power struggle

_among members of the ruling family by appointing junior branches as

heads of the separate settlements, and a security problem by forming
military alliances on the basis of kinship. In fact Henri Maspero
suggests -that in the latter period of the Shang, vast areas of the

12 After the

Wet and.Ching Basins were occupied by many Chou clans.
Chou conquered the>5héhg and founded their own dynasty, numerous

Branch families and relatives of the Chou royal house wére established
as holders of dependencies at strategic points~throughout'North China.
This indicates that thé Chou a]readyiconsisted}of many clans under the

leadership of the Chi family 1in the pre-conquest period, -

- Another implication of the passage above is that some unrelated



12

tribal groups already joined the Chou ddring this time. The Ta kao
section of the Shang-shu, one of the reliable sections of that
classical text, suggests that many tribal groups were associated
with the ‘Chou tribe-in the conquest of the Shang dynasty. The Igg;
chuan and other related texts preserve names of some of these

dependencies (such as Cﬁ‘i; Lai, Hsiang, and so on) which did not

belong to the Chou royal surname. A1l of this indicates that the
emerging Chou dynasty was made up of a group of clans with many branches
based upon staelite cbmmuﬁities,‘and assocfated with other tribal

groups over which the Chi royal clan occupied a position of leadership.
~In fact, the Chi clan came to command a powerful confederation on the
western border of the Shang state. © Seizing upon the misruie of the

last Shang ruler, the disloyalty of his dependencies, and a debilitating
war in the east, King Wu of Chou pushed his army, which had been formed
by an alliance among various tribal groups, across the’Yellow River,

and defeated the Shang army, thus founding the Chou dynasty.

However, the Chou people and their allies constituted a minority
over the much larger Shang‘popu1ation they had conquered. Some of the
fbrmer Shang elites revo1ted_agéinst the Chou dynasty shoktly after
the death of King Wu. There were also many other-groups of hosti]é
tribes who carried out raids against the Chou. Pressure from warllike
tribes on the west was especially formidable, and demanded the main-
tenance of a defense‘fofce. The Chou allies expected to be rewarded,
and these were not thg‘on]y difficulties. The territory to be adminis-k

tered by the Chou was huge, stretching from the basin of the Wei
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River to the eastern extremity of Shantﬁng,‘and from southern
Manchuria to the middle and lower valley of the Yang-tsu River. This
territory included huge modntéins, vast marshes, rivers, and uncul-
tivated foresté; ‘ThereVWere as yet no roads. Within the territory
there 1ived numerous indigenous people still at a primitive cultural
evel, and ethnica]ly‘dffferent from the Chinese. These conditions
made it difficult for the Chou rulers to dispatch armies rapidly or
| to send communication‘rapidjy. | |
In response to these conditions, the Chou royal house developed
various political and ideo]ogfca] control dévices. Most of these
“measures and devices were initiated aﬁd carried out during the time
of King Wu and his brothgf the'DUke~of Chou; the founders of the
dynasty. The first thing they had to do was to create a stable and
permanént political system as the backbone of the dynasty. An answer
to this pfob]em was found in the establishment of the feng-chien
system, which has often been called “feudalism.™"
~ The term féng-chien contajns two characters, fggg_(j%#) and
gbigg;({ﬁ?j;. The earliest known example of the word feng is on a
bronze inscription in the form of a pictograph of a plant with a

13 This has been interpreted as either

hand or two hands ho]dfng‘it.
a mound of earth indicating the wall of a city or ’cown]4 or a

growing tree on a mound of'éarth which came to indicate a city or
toWn'bounda?y.]S From this, it'developed the sense of "estabh‘sh."]6

The term chien is first seen in'the Book of Changes and in the Tso-
17

chuan, Tt a]Sovmeans "establish."'/ ‘The earliest combination of both
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characters into the term feng—chi@n is found in the Tso-chuan. Both

characters together have the same meaning as that of feng or chien

separately, that is "estab]ish.“]g‘

As a political system, the feng-
chien system may have appeared as early as the latter period of the

Shang dynasty..]9

Ch'i Ssu-ho suggests that the Chou already had a

feng-chien system in their pre-dynastic period.20 However, it is

likely that the systematic imposition of d feng-chien system was

carried out only in the time of King Wu aﬁd the Duke of Chou.Z]
After the conquest, King'WU.establfshéd a number of new dependencies.

He a]sorpermitted;WU‘K'ang; the son of the last Shang kfng, to con- |

- tinue the sacrifices to his ancestors?2 ‘To forestall any possib1e

revolt against the Choﬁ ro&a] house, King Wu appointed his brothers

Kuan Shu and Ts'ai Shu £6 maintain surveillance over the Shang royal

heir. These were the so-called Sén—chien (fig&z),‘or "Threé inspéctors."23

However, the 'rebellion of Shang people against the Chou and the coali-

tion of the San-chien with the Shang rebels compelled the Chou royal

court.to mount a great punifive éxpedition; Under the command of the

Duke of Chou, the eXpeditidﬁ marched as far as the eastern extremity

of the Shantung peninsula. Then, after defeating and relocating the

various rebel Qroups.ihc]udihg tﬁe'subjugated Shang people in

accordance with the interests and safety of the Chou ro&a] houée,

the Duke of Chou established his relatives as holders of dependencies

(chu-hou) at strategic points through North China. These included

the sixteen dependencies of Kuén,'Ts'ai, Ch'eng, Lu, Ho, Chieh, Mao,

P'ing, Yung, Kao, Chao, T'eng, Pi, Yuan, Feng, and Hsun which were
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given to the descendants of King Wu's fether King Wen; the four
states of Chin, Ying, Han, and Yu to the sons of King Wu, and the
- six dependencies of Fan, Chiahg, Hsing, Tsu, Hsu, and Chi to his

own desce’ndants.24

Among: these dependencies, the most 1mportant '
were the Lu, Wei, T'ang, and Ch'i states, The State of Lu was
established near modern Ch'u-fu in Shantung to watch and control the
Wan-mai, Huai-i, and Nan-i barbarians,25 who in fact did revolt
against the Chou royal house later. The*etate of Wei inherited tHe
previous surveillance respohsibiiity qf the san-chien over the Shang

royal heirs 26

The T'ang state, 1ocated in modern T'ai yuan in

- Shansi, was g1ven the respons1b111ty of ma1nta1n1ng defenses against
the Hsi-i. 27 Also in the Shantung area, the-Ch'i state was put in
charge of checking the T'ung-I barbarians, who were earlier allied
with the Shang dynasty,28 At the same time, the Chou roya]‘house built
up another~cepital at'Lo-yang in Honan which was more in the heart of
North China andva more convenient-place from which to control the
various new1y—estab1ished'dependencies. By putting trust in depen-
dencies p]aced at strategic points in the ferritohy, and by building
a second eaﬁital at*Lbeyangzto contro] them, the Chou royal house
Taid- down the‘fbundafien of their state. . '

However, estaB]ishment of’dependencies by the Chou»roya] house
was not ]imited to these. The establlshment of new dependencies con-
t1nued throughout the Western Chou per1od in response to political

and m111tary needs Many sources re]at1ng to the Western Chou revea]

the ex1stence of numerous dependenc1es but the number of dependenc1es
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is reported very differently in differeﬁt texts, ranging from 1,800

29. Substantia1]y,.therebis no way to\confirm

to less than one hundred.
the exact number of dependencies established by the Chou royal house
at any point in time. Fragmentary sources stemming. from the Western -
Chou period itself, and some sources dating from later periods, make
possible some guesswork'about the number ef dependencies, their
location, and their genea]ogica] connections.
Fxrst of all, as to the: number of dependenc1es of the Western

Chou, the Hsiin-tzu, wh1ch is a 1ate source, says

At the beg1nnihg of Chou, seventy-one states

‘were established, of which f1fty36hree were

given to members of Chi surname.

. The passagevimplies that,in~the-ear1y period of the Western Chou
dynasty the relatives of the Chou»roya] house occupied more than half
of its dependencies. Another source giving a number of the Western
Chou dependencies is: the tale of-Ch'eng-chuan in the Tso-chuan. It
runs: |

:FormerIy when King Woo subdued Shang and
- obtained grand possession of all the land,
fifteen of his brothers received states, and
- forty other princes of the surname of Ke [Chi]
did the samgl . . these were appointments
of kindred, : : :
The tale of Ch'ehg—Chuah indieates a total of fifty-five states
conferred upon holders of the Ch1 surname early in the Western Chou

per1od The Han lai chu-hou nien-piao in the Sh1h-ch1‘a1so reports
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that thefe were fifty-six states of‘Chi surname in the Western Chou

pem’od.32

The Hsin-tzu, the tale of Ch'eng Chuan in the Tso-chuan,
and the report of the Shih-chi thus agree that there were about
fifty-five or fifty-six states of the Chi surname in the Western Chou
period, Of these states, as already mentioned, twenty-six states-
were identified,by'name in the tale of Fu Chfeng in the Tso-chuan.

Ma Tuan-1in, who during the Sung period studied the number of states
on the bas1s of ‘the data in the Tso- chuan, identified yet another
twenty-six states of Chi surname by name. These were the states of
Cheng, T' ung-kuo, Hs1-kuo,‘5hu1, Ju1, Chia, Tan, Hsi, Hua, Yu, Chou,

- Kan, Pa, T'ang, Chao, Yin, rPéi-ye'n‘ Hu, Liu, Ching, Wei, Wen, Chiao,
Yang, Tun, and’ Yu. 33 The Shih- ch1 also lists the state of Wu as a
state of the Chi surname. 34 Altogether, then, one can come up ‘with.a
total of fifty-three states of the Chi surname which can be identified
by néme.( On the other hand, a modern scholar, Ch'en P'an, identifies
fifty states of the Chi surname in his study, and lists thirty-eight

35 The

more states whose kinship connect1on he could not 1dent1fy
nineteen states of . unidentified surname must certa1n]y contain a few
states of the.Chi surname, so the number of Chi states in the study
of Ch'en P‘ah%dbu]d easily be increased. The.indications are, there-
fore, that'there«probab]y existed some 53 to 56 states 6f the Chi
surname in the Western Chou period.-

In addition, many triba1'groups,who were allied with the‘Chou in
the‘conquest:of Shang were also granted dependencies.' Some Tocal

*

rulers who had long exercised power in various local places were per-
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mitted, after submitting to the Chou, t; continue to rule as Chou
dependencies. . Some lands were-given to the presumed descendants of
such sage;kfngs‘as Yao andkShun, As to the number of states of

non-Chi surname, the relevant sources have Tittle to say. Ma Tuan-lin '
lists forty-five states of known non-Chi surname together wifh tﬁirty;
one statés of unidentified surname,>whi1e Ch'en P'an notes seventy
sfétes'of non-Chi surname.. The total number of holders of dependencies
of the Western Chou royal,housé, includiné both kin and non-kin, is
listed as one hundred thirty—thrée iana‘Tuan-Tin's study, while

Ch'en P'an Tists one hundred seventy-six.36 | Henri Maspero estimates
37 While Li Tung-fang
lists one hundred sevénty states,38 Ku Tung-kao mentions two hundred

and‘ni’ne.39

The totaT,numbér of‘theAWestern‘Chou dependencies is
different according to.éaéh;scho1ar.4o A reasonable esfimate would
be something 1like 100-170 dependéncies all told.

Looking into the kinship background of the dependencies, there
were about fifty-three or fifty-%ive states of Chi surname in the .
Western Chou period, -Aside from the twenty-six states given
descendants of Kings Wen and WU'ahd the Duke of Chou, the rest of
‘the Chi,surnéme states are be]ievedAto have been given to branch
fami]ies or relatives of the Chou royal house. Thus there were two
kinds of.dependency of the Chi surname: . one kind was occupied by
the direct deScendantsbof King Wu, Wen, and the Duke of Chou who

were the founders of the dynasty, while the other kind was composed

of branch fahi]ies of the Chou royal house, which constituted a part
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of -.the larger Chou clan éinceAbefore'th; founding of the dynasty.
The states df’non—Chi surname consisted of various tribal groups as
aTréady mentioned. ~According.to the study of Ch'en P'an, these
include Ch'i, Lai, Chou, Chi, Hsii, Shen, Chang, Hsian, and Li from
the Chiang tribe; Sung and T'an from the Tzu tribe; Ch'u and Kuei
from the_gbigﬁ'tribé; Chen and Sui. from the Eggi'tribe; Huang, Hsii,
Yen, Ku, Ch'in, Chiang, and Ko ffom the Ying tribe; Shu, Shu-liao,
Liao, Ying-shih, and Liu from the Yen tribe; Chu and Hsiao-chu from
the Ts'ao tribe; Chii, Wen, and T'an from the Chi tribe; Su, Jen,
Hst-chu, and Chuan-yu from the Feng tribe; Téng from the Man tribe;
Lo from the.ﬂ§jggg tribe;'T{éng‘andfChu from the_ghli tribé; I, Hui,
Pi-yéng and‘Yﬁ’from the Yun tribe; Hsdén from the Wei tribe; Yu-yii
from the Yao ‘tribe; and Tsung-i from the Tung tribe. This indicates
that the rulers of the depeﬁdehcfes of ‘the Western Chou came from
some twenty -different tribes (of surnames)finc]uding_the,Chi surname
of the Chou royal house.4] ‘

Among these dependencies of non-Chi sﬁrname, the state‘of Sung
was granted to Wei-tzu, a descendant of the Shang royal family, to
continUe‘the‘sacrifiéeS'to his ancestors. The state of Ch'en was
given to Lu Shanngho had rendered sage counsel and distinguishea
servTCe’in'fhe‘conquest of Shang, Lu and Yen were éranted to the
Dukes of‘Chou and Shao not only as relatives of the Chou royal house,
but also TﬁvreCOgnitiqn of their_digcinguished service to the Chdu
royal house, The states of Pi, Hsii, Jen,..and Su were older local

societies permitted to continiie their rule as Chou dependencies after
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they submitted themselves to the Chou;,MThis demonstrates that the
Western Chou dependencies consisted of relatives of the Chou royal
house, meritorious retainers and tribes, descendants of ancient sage
kings, together with some existing states which surrendered -to the 
Chou. The’déﬁendencieévof the western'CHou werekhighiy divefse and
heterogeneous in‘théiriérigih and character. K

As to thé time when eaﬁh‘dependency'was'estab1ished, there are
only a few mentions in the Shih-chi and the Tso-chuan. ‘Accofding to
the Chou pen-chi in the Shiﬁ-chi; the statés of Ch'i, Lu, Kuan, Ts'ai,
Chen, Ch'ai, Chu, Chi and Ch'i were established during the time of
- King Wu, However, that,souféeiéuggests that still other sfates were

42 Tne same source has it that the states of

‘granted by King Wu,
Sung and Ch'u were the only states,which Were granted during the

time of Kinngh'eng.43 There is no mention of the exact time when

each dependency was granted. The Tso-chuan provides oh]y some vague
indications as to the time of establishment of a few of the dependencies.
As already mentioned, the tale of Fu Ch'en in the Tso-chuan indicates
that the Duke of Chou established twenty-six states to protect and

screen the Chou royal house aftér the great expedftion toward the

east which fo11dwéd théfsuppfession of the Shang rebe]]ion. The
‘Tso-chuan also mentions fifteen dependencies of the king's brothers
~and forty states of relatives of the Chou royal house during the

time of King Wu, Aftef that there are only occasional notices of

’the establishment of new dependencies, such as Ch'in in the time

44 45

of King Hsiao

and Cheng in the reign of King Li, Another passage
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in the'Tso-chuan~Vague1y indicates a period when the majority of the
total number of dependencies had already been created during Western
Chou times. It runs:
KingVWOo subdued Yin; King Ch'ing secured tran-
“-quility throughout the kingdom, and King K'ang
gave the people rest. They all invested their

brothers with the rule of state46which might serve
as defence and screen for Chow. ™

- The passage indicates that grants of new dependencies to holders
of the Chi surname in the Western Chou were carried out in the reigns
of Kings Wu, Ch'eng, and K'ang, which was the formative period of
the Western Chou. waever;:éonSidering that the fehg-chieh\system
was a political institution set up tb'protéct the Chou royal house,

- and that the more important dependencies Were allotted to bearers of
the Chi surname in;the early perde of the Western Chou, and that
there Were'only'occasiona] new grénts mentioned later, it is Tikely
that the feng-chien system was already nearing éomp]etion in the
time of King Wu who initiated the practice"of-thébféng-chien system
right after the destruction of the Shang dynasty, and of King K'ang
who expanded the territory of the Chou to the extreme east at the
time of theQthe,bf‘Chbu'S'greaf expedition, It thus appears that
the e;tab]ishment'and’deve]opment‘ofvthe feng-chien system of the
Western Chou dynasty’fo]]bWed'very,soon after the expansion and
diffusion of royal political power and military strength, and then
sTowed down quickly. |

"~ The Tocation of each dependency in the Western Chou times is
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‘also hard to pinpoint because there are not enough source materials
and modern studies do not always mutua11y.agree. According to the
study of Ch'en P'an, there wére'fifty-one states (Sung, Ch'en, Huang,
Hsli, Kuan, Yu, Jo,‘Shen, Ts'ai, Wei, Ch'i, Hsi, Chi, Shen, Nan-yen,
Fan, Tsi, Teng, Hua, Yaan,%Tan, Po, Ting, Kung,'Tai, Chiang; Mao, Yiﬁg,
Chiang, Tsu, Pu-kung, Tung-kuo, Ljao, Lai, Ko, Hui, Tao, Wen, Liu,
Mi, Lﬁ;'Shan,.Chiao, Yung, P'ei, Shih-wei, Ying, Feng—fu,'Tun, Yu—ya,
and K'un-wu) 1in fhe modern priVihce of Hénan; thirty-nine sfates
(Chi, Cheng, Lai,.Shih, Kué, Yeﬁ, Lu,‘T'ehg, Ch'i, Pi, Chu; Chu,
Hsiao-chu, Su, Mou, Sui, Chang, Jen, Ts'ao, Ch'eng, Hsu-chu, Mao,
Shou, Yﬂ, I, Chi, T'an, Chuén-ya, Pi-yang, T'an, Yang, Hah, Chia-fu,
Yu-1i, Ch'en-kuan, Ch;en-Kuan, Ch'en-hsin, Kuan, and P'u-ku) in

the modern privince of Shantung;‘ten states (Yu? Ching, Ho, Chin,
Hsin, Chi, Yu, Wei, Li, and'Yang).ithhe modern province of Shansi;
three states (Yueh, Ni-man and Chou) in the modern province of
Cheking; twelve states (Jui, Chia, Liang, Pi, Feng, Han, Tu, Hu,
T'ai, Ch'i, Ch'un, and Hsi-kuo) in the modern province of Shensi;

a state of Pa in the moderh province of Szechuan; seventeén states
(Ch'u, L1, Ch1ao, T'ang, Yung, Kue1, Sui, Ku, Yu, Erh, Chen, Yuan,
Lo, Chou, Ch‘uan Fang, and Tan) 1n the modern province of Hupeh;
three states~(Nu,'Hs1en, and Chung-wu) in the modern province of
Kiangsu; fifteen states (Liu, Hsu, Hsiao, Ch'ao, Chou-lai, Hsiang,'
Hsu-1iao, Liao, Tsung, T'ung," Ying-shih, Hsu, Hsu-chiu, Chung-1i

and Hu). in modern Anhwei; two states (Ch'in and Mi?hsﬁ) in the modern

province of Kansu; and five states (Pei-yen, Hsing, Ku, Kuo, and
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Hsien-yu) in‘the modern province of Hobéh.; Ch'en P'an also lists
‘nineteen states (Yﬁ-yﬁQCh‘iu;‘Pi, Ch'ung, Chu-yung, Shu-chiu, Shen,
Ssu, du, Fei,qu-hsin,qu=ch'fung, P'ei, Jen, Yu-min, Feng, Ch'ueh-
kung, Feng and Tsung-i) whose surname or location he cannot. yet . ;"
identify, together with several unlocated barbarian'states.(Mao-jung,‘
Chia-shih,iShan-jung, Péi-ti, and so on).47

- . The distribution and locatipn,of the. known deﬁendencies of the
Western Chou dynasty (wh1§h~consisted of hore than one hundréd and
seventy a1tbgethef) shOW'tﬁét moét dependéncies stretched from. the
basin of_thekWei River in the West to the eaétern end of Shantung
along both banks of the Yellow River, and north-to-south spread
from southern'Manchurfa to the middle and lower valley of the Yang-
tzu River, covering soﬁe 3,500,000 square miles of northern and
central China. - N

To summarize the above, in the period leading up to their conquest

. of.the Shang, the Chou people developed a chiefdom based upon
groups of related clans with many‘branch families and a systeﬁ of
satellite settlements centering uﬁon a main city under the leadership
of the Chj‘c1anf- The Chou pebp]e'also allied with other tribal
groups over which the Chi clan of Chou occupied a position of leader- |
ship, After the conquest of ihe.Shang, the royé] houselof Chou
established the'fénQAChTen'system'as the main territorial control
System of "the dynasty:. Withih fhe framework of the'feng4chien:system,
numerous byranch families and relatives of the.Chou royal house were

appointed as holders of the dependencies at strategic points throughout
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the territory to support the royal house of Chou. However, the number
of thesefdependencies was qUite Jarge." Included were more than

twenty tribal groups wh1ch preserved their own tribal organiza-
tions and traditions. They were divergent and heterogeneous in the1r
‘origin and characte} To understand the internal organ1zat1on and
nature of the feng-ch1en system, 1t is necessary ‘to 1nvest1gate the
~1nterna1 organ1zat1on and contro] systems of each dependency, because
these related to and affected the eng ch1en system as a who]e both
d1rect1y and 1nd1rect1y



CHAPTER TWO

INTERNAL ORGANIZATION AND CONTROL OF SETTLEMENT
IN WESTERN CHOU TIMES

As a]ready ment1oned after the conquest of Shang, the Chou
royaT house estab11shed its relatives, branch families, and the
heads of the aTT1ed tribes as ho]ders of dependenc1es at strategic
po1nts throughout the on Shang cuTturaT realm and further afield,
'part1cu]ar1y 1n the east wh1ch had never been brought under Shang
poT1t1caT controT The estabT1shment of these dependenc1es in Western
Chou t1mes was named feng—y (4?T§é) or feng-ku (cﬂléﬂ - The
Shang term for a local sett]ement was yi (ED ) and this cont1nued
in the same form throughout the Chou period. 2 The terms pang (?ﬁ
and kuo (@i\) T1ke ll: were aTso used in referring to larger local
settTements aTong the Tines of a city or town. 3 As to the original
mean1ng of y1, the Shang oracle bones dep1ct an enclosure above a man
in a deep- kneeT1ng position, 1mp1y1ng presumab]y an enclosed pTace

where men dweTt The Shuo-wen ch1eh tzu says that the character yi

cons1sted of two ‘components, an enclosure (I'\) and a tally 2 ).
The or1g1na] mean1ng of yi was an 1nhab1ted settlement. 4 The Shuo-

wen ch1eh tzu aTso analyzes the character pang as made up of two

eTementeé estabT1shment‘(%§ or‘ﬁj ) and settTement ( 15). The
original meaning of pang was the same as that of feng (3?§ ), which
meant a grow1ng tree on a mound of earth or boundary of a settlement.

W1th the pass1ng of t1me the mean1ng of Eang came to include the

25
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entire settlement inc]uding»the people énd'the surrounding land
area. In the meantime, the meaning,bf feng changed to signify the
boundaries of a local sett]emént. The old form of the character
kuo ([\33-\) was composed of an enclosure ({7}) and defense capability
as indicated by a ha1berd’(§§{ ). 1In time; however, the term kgg
came to mean a state. | |

Chou tradition seems to show some differentiation among the
terms yi, pang, and kuo. First'df all, the Shang-shu has thé term
. tayi Chou'(jtéﬁ\ébG which;meantAthe greaf city Chou. The Shih-ching
mentions'the.ggéxi‘Shang (7(%%&3)7 which meant the great city Shang.
The "great yi" in the Shang—shu and the Shih-ching were the names
- of the main or central cities of the Shang and Chou dynasties. ' The
names of thesé cities were a]sdrthe names of the two dynastic states.
Also, the Tso-chuan says that Xi-designated‘cities and towns that
lacked temples for ancestor worShip.8~ On the other hdnd, the I-ching
apparently implies that 300 households constituted a representafive
size for an Xi,g while the Lun-yu mentions an yi of ten households. 10 .

A1l these indications suggest that the yi was a nucleated settlement

of no determinate size. As to pang, the Chou-1i says that a large
settlement was'referréd‘to as avggng,‘whfle a small one was called

a kuo, form1ng the component form Qang-kuo (jﬁ“éﬂ) The pang-kuo
meant an enc]osed and defended settlement inhabited by groups of
people who were un1ted,through tenrltor1a1 and blood re]at1onsh1ps.]2
The kuo was an urban’fbrm of’set£1ementAwhinh'contafned the fortified

cult center of the ruler as well as his territory, without which a



27

state could not come into being.13 However, exact definitions of

yi, pang-and: kuo in terms of their size and nature are impossible,

because descriptions of these'cities‘and towns are very different in
different texts. However, as time paséed, yi, pang, and kuo gradually
became synonymous and interchangeable, al]vindicating a walled city

1 The Tso-chuan mentions that there were about 3,000 pang

or town.
in the time bf King Ch'ehg of Shang,\abodt 1,800 pang in King Wu's
time, and ],Zoo‘éggg.fight after the transfer~of the Chou capital to
Lo-yang. TheseAnumerous~Eggg, ofwgangfkuv, substahtia]ly meant local
sett]ements’which originafeﬂ 1nvthe Lung4shaﬁ neolithic period and
developed thfoughout the Shéhg pem’o‘d.fl5 ‘Thé»xj} EgggJ and kuo in
Western Chou times deéignated theSe}10ca1 settlements. The feng-yi

or feng-kuo referred to the establishment of Tocal settlements called

Qj;lpang, or kuo at p]ates desighated by the Chou royal house after
the‘éonquest“of Shang{'vA vivid description of the process of estab-
1ish1hg a Tocal settlement can be found in the Shih-ching and the
Tso-chuanT  Oné description, in the Lu sung section of the Shih-ching, -
says: '
Uncle, 1 set up your eldest son and make him
prince in Lu; I grandly open up for us a domain
to be a support for the house of Chou. And so
he appointed the prince of Lu, and made him

prince in the east. I gave him mountain and

‘rivers, lands and fields and attached states. 10

- The passage clearly indicates that the holder of the Lu state,
the eldest son of the Duke of Chou, received a certain territory,

including mountains, rivers, and fields, from the Chou royal house
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on the condition that he would protectnthe,Chou royal house. The
holder of the Lu state received not only land but also people,
- military authority, and gifté in token of his duties and prerogatives.
A description in the Tso-chuan indicates this:

‘To the Duke of Loo (Phih-k'in, the Duke of Chow's

son) there were given--a grand chariot, a grand

flag with dragons on it, the hwang-stone of the

sovereigns of Hea, and the (great bow), Fan-joh

of Fung-foo. (The Head of) six clans of the

people of Yin--the T'eaou, the Seu, the Seaou,

the Soh, the Chang-choh, and the We-choh, were

ordered to .lead the chiefs of their kindred, to

collect their branches, the remoter as well as

the near, to conduct the multitude of their

connections, and to repair with them to Chow, to 17

receive the instructions and laws of the Duke of Chow.

According- to the study of Kaizuka Shigeki, the grant chariot was

a large: ceremonial carriage which the Duke of Lu had to use on the
occasion of his visit to the Chdu royal court. The hwang-stone of
the sovereigns of the Hea (i.e., Hsia) was a jewel handed down from
the kingdom of Hsia which served to advertise the high rank of the
Duke of Lu at court gatherings. The great'bow was a symbol of the
military aufhority by which the Duke of Lu could defend his community
from alien tribes, or subdue enemies who resisted the Chou royal
house.]8 Another item in the passage is a gift of people to the
Duke of»Lu. Six clans of Yin pebp]e (the T'ao, Hsu, Hsiao, So,
Chang-shao, and Wei-shao) were ordered to assemble their main and
branch clans under the command of the Duke of Lu. These Yin people

were destined to be the population base of the Lu state in the

‘Ch'un-ch'iu period, along with the indigenous population of the Lu
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territory. The passage quoted also indicates that some instructions
or laws concerning the ruling of the new state were given by the
Chou royal house. A-descriptfon in the Tso-chuan suggests that some
~ functional groups accompanied the Duke of Lu when he 1eft_fqr his 
new state:

\Lands (é]so)"neneyepportibned (to the Duke of Loo)

on an enlarged scale, with priests, superintendants

of the ancestral temple, diviners, historiographers,

a1l the appendages of state, the tablets of historical

records, the.veriogs off{gers and the ordinary instru-

ments of the1r‘off1cers. :

Theyimplication‘of thfﬁ_pasgage is that tnese various officers,
divinefs; nfstoriognephers, and snperintendants were to serve the
new Duke}of Lu as functionaries in eharge of the performance of
speciffc duties and particu]ar missfons It'is‘be1ieved that these
funct1ona1 groups must have const1tuted the basic element of the
Chou 1eadersh1p in the format1ve per1od of the Lu state, and they
gradual]y became an ar1stocracy '

Th1; stete-found1ng procedure was not confined to the.case of
the‘Ln stete., Wei,st‘ao; and other‘dependencfes of the Western
Chou were‘aii set-up in a similar way. In’other wordé? the holders
of the WeEFern Chou dependencies received land, peop]e,:some military
authority, and'official staffs, together‘With somevkind of operational
Code frnm the Chdu royal house In’this’way a transplanted Chou
e11te under the command of the ho]ders of the dependenc1es was fully
equ1pped se]f-suff1c1ent and capable of 1mpos1ng its rule in their

new terr1tor1es 20
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However, the Chou elites were a‘sha]] minority in any of their
new territories, even if they were fully equipped and self-sufficient.
The majority of the popu]atidn in the new territories was,non-Chou;
including many independent or semi-independent tribal groUps,

" remnants of the Shang state, and pockets of neolithic survivors who
were hostile to the Chou people. Under the ciréumstances,.the Chou
_people were forced to take special precautions to guarantee their.own
safety. Therefofe, their seats or foundations were typica]]&
garrison-style establishments. They bui]t walled cities or towns

at strateQic,]oéations where they could retreat and defend themselves
in case their subjects turnéd hostile or other tribal groups invaded
them. & |

- According to the archaeological eviden;e, walled cities and
towns in the Westekn Chou period-were generally built on Tevel
plains near waterways-and hills. They were surrounded by stamped
earth walls of hang-t'u or pisé constfuction, which remained

typically Chinese,throughouf_succeeding periods. The majority of
the cities were fectangu]ar or square in overall plan. Their sizes
varied: smaller ones were abbut'1,000~mefers to a side, and the
largest was 8,000 ﬁetérs east to wést. Most‘cities contained the
ho]def!s anbestral'templeAand other palatial structures which were
also surrounded by»wa11s of hang-t'u. The orientation both‘of the
city itself and the cerehonia]_and palatial structures within it
was in Tline with,the four cardinal directions. Earthen platforms

or mounds served as the foundations for ceremonially important
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structures. Other urban components inﬁluded farming hamlets, work-
shops, and housés.21
" The textual studies of such cities and towns by Marcel Granet

and Oshma Riichi describe more vividly the detailed functions of each
component of the cities and towns. According to their studies, withiﬁ
the walled cities and tdwns, there were located the ancestral temple,
which probably also served as the ceremonial center,.the miao ('ﬁﬁ% )s
the altar to the god of the soil, the she (k%) or she-chi (£* ’7{3% )

2z Ancestral temples varied in size from humble

and the palace.
earthen edifices with thatched roofs to magnificent structures with
tall pointed columns and roofs. The altar pf-the gbd of fhe s0il

was usual]y.a simpje affair of beaten earth. It was sduére in shape.
Trees were planted to mark the sacred ﬁ]ace{ The god of the soif
represented fertility and also éerved as guardian of the city's
territorial integrity. The palaces also varied greatly in size and
shape. They were generaT]y.Tocated at the center of the city or

town and were surrounded by walls df hang—t'u.' Each building had

its assigned pmates,'such as audience halls and ﬁivihg rooms. With
the passing of time, the tendéncy was toward increasing maQnificence.
Cities or towns é]so had various'ahci11ary settlements which

consisted mostly of_wbrkshops, houses, and cemeteries, and farming
hamlets appear to have been scattered around the ancestral and
ceremonial center and the pa]ace.23 Beyond the settlement, there

were farming, grazing, and hunting lands, forests, and border ar'eas.24
Both the arChaeq1o§ica1 evidence and the textual studies agree that

these were the main components of the Western Chou cities and towns.
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The society that,inhabitea the wa11ed cities and towns seems to
have consisted of two classes: an aristocracy on the top, and the
skilled artfsans and the~peasénthy‘at the bottom. The aristocracy
consisted chiefly of the holder of the dependency, together with ,
his family and his collateral and other relatives. 0rigina]1y they
were related go the Chou*royal house, in that their surname was the
same as that of the Chou royal house. In early times, however,
people divided into sub-groups according to their proximate kinship.
A11 related groups did not share a common ancestor to the same:
degree. Each regarded only the founder of ifs own sub-group as its
proper ancestor.25 Each sub-group of this kind was referred to as
a tsung (22 ). Eégﬁ.§§ggg was segmented into ‘smaller groups called
tsu (% ). One of these tsu was supposed to be the main family,
referred to as the ta-tgung_(f;%{), and the others including the
younger brothers and their descendants were minor families known as
the hsiao—tsuhg (\\39%).;»The main fami]y‘was composed of a direct
oldest heir (tsung—chu.[%{i;]~or tsung-sun [;ﬁﬁ%ﬂ),‘wha was keeper
of.the'tsung's ritual chamber, the tsung-shih (%{%E), in'which the
lineage ancestor's tablets were stored. This sacred Tine of des-
cendants was always traced through the eldest son of the group. The
branch families and their deséendants were bound to the%r main family
- through regular worship of thekcommon ancestor and the clan feast,
which followed the woréhip of'the‘common ancestor at the ancestral
temp]e.26

- This Tinear- kinship system, known as the tsung-fa (Q%{;%Q, may

/

\/
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be~regarded as a kind of conical c]ansﬁfp system. A conical clan- -
ship system played a critical role in consolidating the political
power and organization of certain clans in primitive societies.
Generally, a conical clanship system served to make power and wea}th‘
distinctions on the basis of genealogical distance from the remﬂte  l
founding ancestor.27 For example, when a certain clan began to
expand its military and political power and influence in a primitive
society, the members of the-clan assumed‘positions of responSibility
and enjoyed the benefits-uﬁequa11y. Thé territory which was acquired
'by the clan's political and military expansion was subdivided among
the branch,faﬁilies of the clan and their chieftains. As a result,
each branch family usﬁaljy had a regiona] appanage, a district in
which it was supremé'and over which the'chigf of the branch family
presided.‘rExtensive«chiedemsvdou]d be constructed on the basis of
this sub-division ofvthe~ferritory, fbrming a political hierarchy
according to kinship distance. The dristocracy;df the walled cities
and towns of Western Chou China were branch families and relatives of
the royal house'6f~Chou who were established by the King of Chou in
accordance with‘the feng—chieh system, when the Chou people expanded
~into northern China after destrdyiﬁg the Shahg dynasty. They were
branch families of the Chi (4% ) clan called tsu (7);;‘< ), whose
main line was occupied by the royal house of Chou. They were given
poweriand responsibi]ify in certain territories granted them by the
royal house of Chou, and they enjoyed the economic benefits that

resulted from political and military expansion. In this regard, the
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aristocracy in the walled cities and téwns were the localized branch
families of the Chou royal house. They formed units of political
~order in subdivisions of the.Chou territory, in a. fashion that
~closely resembled a conical clanship system.

Also, the members of the aristocracy possessed a unique surname;
the Chf €3 )> which fndicatedfdescent'from the common mythical

rancestor.28

“They were strongly united and constituted a corporate
group owing to their consciousneSS‘of;cohmon.kinship and their
-péssession of a unique surﬁame (g§iﬂg).f,The aristocracy of non-Chi
surname who submitted to the Chou.roya1 house and who were allowed
" to continue to rule in thei?'terrifories’were'admitted‘into the
order of the Chou tsung-fa system by intermarriage with one of the
Tfamilies of the royal house Qf Chou. Therefore, the aristocracy
were conquerors or-ru1er5'of"thé'wa11ed cities and towns and the
surrounding agricultural land, and they were linked tbgether through
a kind of conical c]anship-system. They occupied pa]éces in the
cities and‘towns, supervised the territory. including the farming
land, and defended the walled cities and towns in case of attack.

- The commoners consisted mostly of the conquered Shang people
and the indigenous populations. It is probable that the Shang people
mainly became skilled artisans and craftsmen, and engaged in :
éommercial‘transactions and trade. The indigenous population
-.engaged in agricu]turé,

: According tb the Western Chou bronze inscriptions,~these subject'

people were at first called the'mang (€§ ) or the hsiang (7f@ ),
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and later on the min (E ) and Tthe Q’ai-‘hsing'(@{zuf ).2% In the
éa?]ier period of the Western Chou, they seem to have been organized
in their‘own tribal groups and'1ived in their own villages. In
contrast to the aristocracy, they did not possess any surname N
(hsing), and therefore, had no need of genealogies. It seems Tikely |
that they paid a sort of‘tribute to the ruiing afistotracy.30 When
eventually they merged with the Chou people through a combined pro-
cess of political and cultural absorption, they became serfs of their

ru]ér.B]

In this regard, they did not own their land. They just
cultivated it and were tﬁansferred with it whenever the land changed
hands. The society of the walled city and town was'organized in a
pyramidal form with a.closed‘ariétocracy at the apex, supported by
a broad base of peasant agricu]turalists.f

The functions of the wal]edAcity‘or town were various. and
divergent. The temp]e'of ancestor worship (the miao) was the most
sacred place in the city or town. Important fuhctfbns and affairs
were carried out at this sacredrplate. Heirs to the throne were
naméd here. It was here that coronation ceremon%es took p]ace.
The king's vassals were invested with their fiefs in the ancestral
temp]e,‘demonstrating the cohcurreﬁce of the deities in‘the pro-
ceedings. The -ancestral temple was also the p]éce where the Chou
kings hgTd their audiences with the ho]defs of the dependencies and
their officfa]s, issued\orders concerning both civil and military
matters, heard news of victory in battle, received the spoils of war,

and dispensed rewards to meritorious‘officia]s.. It was the sacred
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place which seasonally reaffirmed. a mufua] relationship between the
Tiving and the dead members of the aristocratic families. A1l these
ceremonies and activities cohveyed the warning that attempts to
depose the kings or to disobey their commands would lead not only
to royal but also to diviﬁe/disapprOVal and pum’shmen’c.32 In this
regard, the temple of ancestor worship was the most important
symbolic center .of the aristocracy. The walled cities and towns
which incfuded such sacred places were the ceremonial and adminis-
trative seats Qf.the.aristpcracy. |

When a holder of a dependency set up a Walled city or town,
there was usually set up a garrison to pfotect~the city as well as
the surrounding agricdltyra1 land ahdkarea. The expansion of agri-
culture under Chou auspices required a large number of conscripted
laborers. There a]so,existedeeiconstanf“demand for men to carry
out the clearing, drainjng, and protective diking of new farm land,
and this in turn demanded a high Tevel of organized effort. The
establishment of irrigation systems, the building of embankments,
andvthe‘maintenance and protection of these irrigation complexes were
carried out under the direction and control of the rulers of the
walled cities and towns, who possessed the reduisite authority and
power. In other words, the surrounding agricultural 1dnds_were
both developed and protected by the walled cities and towns.
Gradua]]ykan fntensive/agricultural zone,emerged'from.the Great
kPiain of the north to the middle and.lower reaches of the Yang-tzu
River,;its'Tandscape,dotted with increésing numbers‘ofkwalled cities

and towns,
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 'The maintenance of large garrisons in the walled cities and
towns, and the large number of the laborers needed for the estab-
Tishment 6f'irrigation systehs and the bui]dfng of river embankments
created a heavy demand for grain stores, both for emergencies and‘
to supply the so]diers and']aborers;33 At the same time, the
expanding sca1e~of‘prodﬁction must have occasioned a greater need
for tdb]s, which were supplied from the walled cities and towns.
When a party of Chou people under the command of the holder of the
dependency arrived in a'new'territbry, this group included skilled
‘artisans and craftsmen such as carpenters, pétters, sword-makers,
blacksmiths and\so on. These artisans produced c16th, tools, Tuxury
goods, and other commodities in the city's workshops. These various
products attracted outsiders to the cities. A1l these factors
increased the commercial and 1ndustria1'fuhctions of the walled
cifies_énd towns.3% A developing need for salt, iron, silk, copper,
tih,-ahd exotic luxuries led to an increase in long-distance trade.35
| Eventua11y there appeared separété groups of merchants in charge of
shortérange commercial functions between the city and its hinterland,
and Tong-distance trade among the cities.and towns themselves,
However, as Paul Wheafley pdints out, the early 1ndustria1 activities
of the city were restricted to brafts producing prestige items in -
‘bronze,ljade; Tacquer, pottery, and bone for the Chou aristocracy and
«mahufactﬁring the stone and bonefimpleménts used by the peasantry in
the farm and fie?d. Commerce did not deVe]op‘td a high level until

the Ch'un ch'iu period, In this regard, commercial activities still
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played only a very limited role in Wesfern Chou ‘times. The walled
city or town had for the most part a self-contained manorial-style
economy.ssk. |

~ Another function of the walled city or town was td serve as a
holy place for the peasantry. The holy p1ace in earliest times bore v

the totemic name eitheridirect]y or in some purposely disquised
37

form,”" .and its chieftain as the(embodiment of sacred power received
the worship of the hierarchical community'group. There one
communed with one?s_native;sdil and invited one's ancestor to come
and be.symbo]ically reincarnated. Various festivals were held there
to celebrate these activitiee.;hThe sahctity'ofAthe'ho]y place was
concentrated in the aftar of the soil, the ancestral temple, and
the ramparts and gates of the wa]1ed’city or town, and was embodied
in the pekson.of the ruler of the city.38 In this regard, the
walled city or town became the successor of the primitive holy .
p]ace.39_~ |

As‘a]feady mentioned, the walled city or town was built as the
seat of the ruler of the dependency and his ministers. At the time
the'walled city or town was'bUi]t, the founding aristocracy, in
full dress and wearing all their jewels and jades and bearing mag-
nificent swords, first inspected the cardinal points of the compass:
They examined the angles of sunlight and shadow. Acceunt was taken
of .the direction of the,running>water. Fiha]]y the tortoise oracle

was consulted to determine whether the previous calculations were

correct., Once the site was settled, the order was given to build,
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and a large workforce of builders was set to work so that the city

40‘ The procedure and process of con-

took'form with great speed.
structing the city or town iﬁdicates that they were built according
to a plan rather than as the result of natural growth.4] After
erecting the walls, the construction of thé ancestral temple and
the placement within it‘bfithe Tineage treasureé were given the
first and most prominent attention. The stables and the arsena1
came next, and -the ru]er‘s’residence the Tast. This indicates that
the walled city or town was not just a sett]ement whose inhabitants
engaged in commercial transactions and susbistence enterprises of
various kinds. ‘It was a religious and ceremonial lbcus of the
politically prominent clan and its wea]th.42 Also, each walled
city or town included a religious. and ceremonial cenfer, contained
facilities for the storage of tﬁe grain, the residences of the |
military, and enjoyed autonomous judicial and tax authority. These
units were repeated indefinitely all over northern and central
China. In this regard, each walled city or town was a cell in a
sort of cellular territorial structure which maintained Tocal
autonomy and se]f-sufficiency a3 |

On the other hand when the ho]der of a dependency established
his state in a new terr1tory, he in turn granted certain areas to
his collateral k1nsmen and followers, putting these under their
direct contro], in order to create powerful supporters for his rule.

‘Th1s process was carried out by subd1v1d1ng the 11neages into small

groups ca]]ed shih, which were given special names as a mark of
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“honor. Usually the name was:that of a territory or an administrative
function.**  The members of a shih, composed of descendants of a
common recent ancestor, sharéd an attitude of solidarity which 1in
a specific situation might afford united action. By contrast, the

45 There

hsing was a much 1arger and looser common descendant group.
gradually appeared numefbus cities and towns of various sizes which
were the seats of this sub-aristocracy of shih. These cities and
towns were'ca11ed ordinaryfzi, tsung-yi, tu, and kuo according to
their function and size. Generally, ordinary yi referred to villages
‘and ham]eté'which were not walled. Tsung-xi,|§g, and kuo in most
caseé were surrounded by a wall of hang—t'u.46 Theée cities and
toWns'were‘ranked'by a hierakchiéa1'kinéhip system by which the
aristocracy was']oca1iied. Accordihg]y, the cities and towns con-
sfsted hierarchically of ordfnafyIng tSung-xi with the temples of
the aristocratic lineage; tu with the temples of the grand lineage;

kuo with the temples of the.subreme Hneages;47

~and the tsung-chou,
| which was the seat of the Chou royal house, at the apex of the
hierarchy: - Kinship thus determined the system'df'urban ranking.

" The founders of the new Chou dependencies constituted in:every
casé‘a’ﬁéry'sma11;e]i{e ru]ing;much~13rger popu]ations.of varied
origins. It became a leading policy of each dependency in its
formative period to unify these non-Chou people with the Chou.
Assimilation gradually proceeded through mutual interdependence,

‘as when the Chou people needed labor for construction work, or

when the indigenous popu]étion sought to obtain the implements,
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tools, and ornaments that were produced in the city's'workshops.48

In the process of assimilation, one important measure was that the
ruler of the dependency himsé]f took charge of the celebrations and
festivals of the indigenous population, and the worship of their gods.
These native festivals usually took p]ace-on river banks or near |
mountains, where the divine forces that produced wind, rain, and

the Tike were believed to reside.?’

- By taking charge of the local
worship of these forces, the ruler entered a sort of partnership
between the holy place and himself. He tried to unify the people
under his rule by allying with the supernatufa] order to instill
‘harmony in society and in the um‘verse.50 The ruler directly took
charge of sacrifices fovthe local gods. At the court of each ruler
was the altar of the god of soil and grain,’the she-chi. The

term she-chi consists of two cohpounds, she (L ) and gbj_("%% ).
Originally the she wa$ the Tocal .earth deity or god of soil, a
primitive god of ferti]ity.S] In some sense, he was also a protector
‘of the peﬁp]e‘of the 1and and of those who had gone before.52 The
chi was the god of grain or, according to one study, it designated
Hou-chi who‘was Lord of Mi]]ét and giver of agriculture to the

93 With the péssing'o? time, the she began to absorb most

people.
of the other local deities, and gradually merged with the god of -
grain, the chi, becoming a generalized god of agriculture, the |

she-chi.>%

'This god of soil and grain was worshipped by local
‘people in Western Chou times. '

Owing to the belief that ancestral- deities would not accept
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the sacrfficial‘offerinQS‘of men who were not of the same blood and
would not allow the participation of alien people in their worship,
the ruler set up the altar of the god of soil and grain on the
opposite side of the ancestral temp1e at the court. Therefore, in
Western Chou times, the:-ancestral templie was always placed on the
Teft side, and the a]taf‘of\the god of soil and grain on the right
side, at the court of each dependency;55 This was one of the
essential features of the Western Chou cfty or town. At the same
‘time, the altar of the god;of 5011 and grain was established in
various other cities in eccordance with their hierarchical ranking.
These altars of the god of soil and grain were referred to as the
ta-she (7’?d:)'for'vaeious clans, the wang-she (%x4) for the king
himself, the kuo-she (fﬂ?ﬁ% for the ho1der of a dependency and his
people, the hou-she 4?&%#) for the ho]der of a dependency, and the

56

ch1h she (M >4) for the Tocal peop]e Also, the functions and

1~_3ﬂ
nature of the god of the so11 and gra1n came to have new roles; he
became a god of war, of Judgment and of the territory. 57 “With the
passing of time, the most 1mportant ro1es became those of a god of

war and a guardian god of the region.  As a guardian god of the region,
the worship and sacrifice to the altar of the soil and grain by the
ruler of a state, and participation By,]oca] people in-the worship -
and sacrifice, provided an important link between the ruler of the
‘state and-the Tocal pepulation, who were excluded from the tsung-fa
kinship system.®8  The role and function of the god of soil and

grain as a.god of war provided the ruler with military support from
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the Tocal population.: The mi]itary'fofces included clans of the
Tocal population. The sanctity and dignity of the altar of the god
of soilﬁand'grain,thus,helped consolidate the diverse military
forces. that the ruler led.>? Therefore, sacrifices,fok victory,
or report after the conclusion of wars,‘were always carried out

at the altar of the god'of soil and grain;’/Thatraltar became the
sacred center‘of military affairs in a state. The altar gradually

60 The principal

became one of .the state's important control devices.
altar of the god of soil and grain actually came to represent the
state. Many records in the Tso-chuan indicate this trend.®7 A
description in the book particularly reflects this:

Is it the business of the ruler of the people to
-merely be above them? The altars of the State
~should be his chief care. 1Is it the business of
“the minister of a ruler merely to be concerned

about his support? The nourishment of the altars

should be his object. Therefore, when a ruler

dies or goes into exile for the altars, .the

minister should die or go into exile with him. If.

he die or go into exile for his seeking his own

ends, who, -excepting his private associates, 62

would presume to bear the consequences with him?

~The passage stresses that the business of a ruler should be con-
centrated on the altar of the god of $0i1 and grain, which meant the
state, and that the business.of a minister should also be devoted to
its presérvation. As James' Legge éXp]ains,fthe she-chi became the
altar of state. ,The‘altar of state became a symbol of state which
included not only the family of the ruler but also the various clans

and the Tocal population. - This reflects the gradual process whereby
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the kin-based dependencies were.transfbrmed into independent, terri-
torial, and sovereign states}in the Ch'un-ch'iu period, after the
breakdown of the feng-éhien‘éystem. The roofing over of the she-chi,
or damage to it, signified the extinction both of the ruler's 1iné
and the state he ru1ed;63' In the meantime; the ancestral temple
remained solely for the private use of the ruler and his family.

In sum, the holders of dependencies built up their control
systems'by‘grahfs of towns to collateral fami]ies, by making local
people into his subjectsythrough intermarriage and mutual dependency
in socia] and economic affairs, and by taking charge of the worship
of the‘a]ték of the god of soil and grain (the7she—éhi) which was the
god of agriculture, war, and the region for the local population.

Thé dependencies of the western Chbuﬂcqurt\were origiﬁa11y
po]itica]jy aUtohomous‘units, sé]f—sufficient in economy. The royal
house of Chou itself was é'great chiefdom béfofe:the founding of
its~dynésty, commanding various tribal groups including branch
families and clans. This meant that the royal house of Chou did not
- have any‘expérienteywith bureaucratic rule. The feng-chien system
of the Western Chou was based.uﬁon the wide distribution of territories
to its relatives, mefitorious a11iés;'and othérs. Despite this
decehtré]ization, the Chou royal house succeésfulIy ruled for more |
than thkeé’hundred and fifty years, and ﬁanaged to mOndpolize religious
and ceremonial authoriiy for'aklong time_after it had lost its actuai
military and political strength in the Ch'un-ch'iu period. This
indicates that the rdya] house of Chbu must have posseésed some highly

developed control devices to maintain its supremacy.



- CHAPTER THREE

THE CONTROL MECHANISMS OF THE
. WESTERN CHOU DYNASTY

After the conquest of the Shang, the Chou royal house began
to develop and elaborate a number of political devices and measures
for the permanentyahd stable control of their new possessions.
These included a numbefvof ideo]ogicalyahd practical devices.

One of the ideological deyjées was the doctrine of the Mandate
of Heaven. . The Mandate of'Heaven, or;t'ien-ming‘(gk_é§), consists of
the words heaven, or‘t'ien’(é?‘ )3 and“mandate*or decree, gﬁgg_(ﬁaﬁ).
fwThe word t'ien 1en is seen often in Chou literature, such as the Shih-ching,
i the Tso- chuan, and ‘the hang shu, and also in the bronze inscriptions
of the Western Chou'period. Thchharacter~3ligg represents a man with
~a strongly marked head, ,Accdrding to the analysis of the Shuo-wen
chieh-tzu, whjch was compiled in Han times: (around the %irst century),
the character jﬁjgg_is composed of one (~—) and great or Iarge (K),
and means "the highest;"]f Lo Chen-yl says thét the t'ien consists of

two (Z ) and man (/& ) and that it means the top of a man.2

3

Wang
Kuo-wei also sugqests-thaf t'ien means the top of a man.” More
recent]y, H.G. Creel has stated that the original character for t'ien
was a variant form of the character ta (:f(), meaning great or large.
‘The character ta was a pictograph of a large or great man, This became

specialized to refer to .the great’mén among the Chou people, the king,

kand especially the dead kings who from Heaven controlled the fate of

25 -
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-men.. In this sense, the character ta acquired a head on the man and

came to have its own pronunciation, t'ien. T'ien gradually became

the single and~p6werfu1 supréme deity of the Chou peop]e‘4

The nature and conception of the Heaven was variously elaborated

and specified during Chou times:

Heaven's grace evermore arrived.5
Heaven protect and secure you.6
Receive blessing from Heaven.7

‘ 8

9

A11 things originated from Heaven.
Heaven arranges the éxisting rule. .
Heaven regulate the existing rites.10

Consider our Heaven's majesty arrived.H

Heaven gives charge to those who have virtue

. Heaven punishes those who have guilt. 12

The mercilﬁgs Heaven sends down injury on
~our house.

- Heaven's mandate-is not easy to keep.]4

Son of Heaven receive only mandate from
Heaven. ™ o
~A¢cording,to these paséages, it is apparent that Heaven in Chou

times wagycdnsidered‘the creator of all things, a fearful, irresis-
tib}e,vand omniscientABeing, and that it gave a summary mandate or
decree to rule the world to whomever it chose. In fact, the Chou
people attributed their(successfu] conquest of Shang to Heaven's favor.
The term "Mandate of Heaveh"‘thus appeared around the time of the
conquest’of the Shang. The firsﬁ mention of the»CHoQ‘having received -

Heaven's mahdate is seen in the K'ang-kao section of . the Shang-shu:
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Your greatly illustrious (dead) father Wen Wang

- was able to make bright the virtue and to be
careful about the punishments. -He dared not
maltreat the widowers and widows. Very meri- .
torious, very respectful, very majestic, he was
i1lustrious among the people. . . . In our one
or two states there was thereby created order,
and our western territories relied on him. It
was seen and heard by God on High, and God
favoured him.. Heaven then grandly ordered Wen -
Wang to ki]]lghe great Yin, and grandly receive
its mandate. : A

The passage indicates that King Wen, a predecessor of King Wu,

- received the Mandate of‘Heéven because of his just rule, his love of
people, and his protection of the state. In fact, it has been said
that King Wen planned the conquest of Shang and,Kihg Wu, son of King
Wen, merely carried the_plan out when he found the opportunity.
Therefore, both King' Wen and Wu were worshipped and received sacrifice
as founders of the Chou dynasty:by their. descendants later on.

\ More invocations of the Mandate of Heaven are found in the
speeches and statements of King Wu and the Duke of Chou. The term
"Mandate of Heaven" clearly appears in the speeches of the Duke of
Chou after he put down the rebellion of the Shang people against the
Chou royal house, For example, the To-fang section of the Shang-shu -
states: . |

~ But theklofd of Hia increaSed his pleasurable
ease, . . . He was greatly lazy towards the people.
Also the people of the lord of Hia, their grief
~~and annoyance became daily more intense. He des-
troyed and injured the city of ‘Hia. Heaven then
sought a (new) lord for the people, and grandly

it sent down its illustrious and felicitous
mandate to Ch'eng T'ang, and it punished and
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~destroyed the lord of Hia. . . . But now, when it
came to your sovereign (i.e. the last Y1n [or
= Shang] k1ng) he could not, having your numerous
regions, enjoy Heaven's mandate . . . It was that
" your last king of Shang . . . enjoyed his
pleasurable ease, despised his government work
-and"did not bring pure sacrifices. Heaven then
sent down that ruin. . . . Heaven then searched
in your numerous regions and greatly shook you by
its severity. . . . Heaven then instructed us to
avail ourse]ves of its jgrace, it selected us and
gave us Yin's mandate.

Accord1ng to the above passage, or1d1na11y the Mandate of Heaven
was possessed by the ru]ers of the Hs1a dynasty Because of their
misrule of the peop]e and their neglect of the sacrifices to Heaven,
Heaven withdrew its’Mandate‘from the Hsia and'gave'it‘to the Ch'eng
‘T'ang, the founder of the-Yin (or Shang) dynasty. Displeased with
the‘miSruie and’s]oth of thevdegenerate ]ast King of the Shang, Heaven
seletted the.Chou to receive fte Mandate Accord1ng to the study of
H.G. Cheej the doctr1ne of the Mandate of Heaven was created by the
Chou ruyaT house, espec1a1]y the Duke of Chou, to pacify and control

psycho]ogicaiiy the Shang peop]e who possessed a far more advanced and
‘ sophisticated culture than the Chou did, and revd]ted against Chou

19 it seems

ru]e.j8 By either creating or e]aborating the doctrine,
true"that'the Chdu roya1 hoUse used the. docthine of the Mandate of
Heaven to he]p pac1fy ‘the Shang peop]e In another statement, theu
Duke of Chou tr1ed to conv1nce the Shang peop]e that the small state
of Chou dared not aim at the Shang on 1ts own 1n1t1at1ve, it had

20

mere]y obeyed the Mandate that Heaven gave it. He also emphasized

that the Chou was s1mp]y fu1f1111ng the same h1stor1ca1 funct1on
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that the founder of the Shang dynasty had fu]fi]]ed‘when-ne accepted
the divine command of Heaven to destroy the last unworthy ruler of

21

the Hsia dynasty. He’asked the Shang people to cooperate with the

Chou as follows:
| f‘wi11 tell you; It is you who have been greatly
- Tawless, I did not cause your deplacement. ~
I also think of how Heaven has applied to Yin a
great punishment, . . . this was the command of
Heaven, do not disobey it. I dare not be dilatory.
Do not bear resentment against me. . . . It is not
that T am at fault, it is Heaven's command. . . .
“If you cannot be reverently careful, Heaven will
not give you favour and pity you. ‘If you cannot be
- reverently careful, not only will you not have
your lands, I 55311 a]so apply Heaven S pun1shment
to your person
In the statement, the Duke of Chou aga1n exp1a1ns that the Chou
destroyed the Shang by the d1v1ne command of Heaven He went on to
say that 1f the Shang peop]e obeyed the command of Heaven and
cooperated with the Chou, they would keep their lands and their
descendants wou]d prosper |
The 1ndoctr1nat1on of the Shang peop]e with the Mandate of Heaven
idea ran pana]]e] with a po]1cy‘of reshuff11ng the Shang people,
transporting them to various new locations such as the states of
Lu and. Weig in order t0*destroy their tribal organization and their
po]1t1ca] units.. 23 After that the Shang people did not revolt against
the Chou royal house again. The Chou royal house did not need to take
m111tary action aga1nst»the_$hang people. The eigHt armies of the
Chou consisted mostly of Shang people incorporatedkinto a military

force under”tne direct command of the Chouvking.24v Fu Ssu-nein says
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that the state of Lu 1n the Ch un-ch'iu- per1od cons1sted mostly of

25 A]l these things indicate that the indoc-

former Shang peop]e
trination of the\Shang peop]e with the Mandate of Heaven idea was
successful in winning the Shang population over to the Chou royal
house. This means that by creation of the doctrine of the Mandate
of Heaven, the Chou royal house made its military conquest of Shang
a holy crusade, and legitimized their rule by making their king an
ordained ru]er'who derived his power and.authority from Heaven.26
- The doctrine of the Mandate of Heaven not only brought the Shang
people into the Chou political realm but also provided the Chou royal
house with a new po]itica] theehy and a new wor]d-eoncept that had an
immediate and fah—reaching effect in consolidating Choh power and
authority over a]]aof its dependencies. Frqm their doctrine, the
Chou royal house developed-a gehera1 political theory. Two passages
in the Tso-chuan state:
hhen HeaVen preduced the people,. ét appo1nted
for.them rulers for their profit.
| Heaven, in giving birth to the people, appointed
for them rulgps to act as their superintendants
and pastors. S
The Tso-chuah Was compiled aboht 468-366 B.C. Howeveh, it 1s<>
beTieved that the cohception of’t'ien in the Tso—chuah does reflect

the Nestern Chou understand1ng fa1r1y well. This conception is also

ref]ected 1n the Nenc1us

Wan Chang sa1d "was it the case that Yao gave
the empire to Shun7" Mencius said "No, the
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emperor cannot give the empire to another."
- "Yes; - but Shun had the empire. Who gave it
to h1m?§9 "Heaven gave it to him," was the
answer. :
~ The Chou royal house used the Mandate.of Heaven idea to turn its
ruler into a‘universal ruler. A statement in the Hung-fan sectionvof
the Shang-shu, which is one of the reliable chapters, reads as follows:
The Son of Heaven is the father and mother of

the pegale, and thereby is king over the whole
wor1d ‘

Another statement in the same section reads:

kUndéf the wide hea?en, all is the kiﬁg's land,
wfthin the seas §?at bound the earth all are the
king"s subjects. ,

This was a new concrete cohception of the world embracing all
people and all land under the jurisdiction of the Chou king, and
expanding*his;benefits'and blessings to all mankind who responded to
the will of Heaven, To express this new COnception-af the world, a
new term, "all under~Heavén," or t'ien-hsia, appeared in Western Chou
timesQiiTHe*term t'ien=hsia (;E“F ) is found frequently in such Chou

texts as the'I-cthg,3thenShang—shﬁ, the Ta-hsueh, the Lun-yu and the
32 ‘

The scope of the t'ien-hsia included the whole world
33

Hsiao~¢hing;

as it was known to the contempérary Chinese.
“Furthermore, the.ChOUvroyal house e]aborated a new re]ationshiﬁ

of its ruler with Heaven as the supreme de1ty -and the ‘source of a]]

things, In Chou times,. Heaven was not only the. supreme de1ty, it was
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also the place where the ancestral kings of the Chou Tived. It was
believed. that the ancestral kings in Heaven were more powerful and
capable 'than when they 1ived;7so that they could control the fate and
affairs of men and cou1d,pfotect and support their descendants on

the earth. . They were rulers in.Heaven and the living Chou king was
their counterpart in the capita1.34 Accordingly, the cult of Heaven
was added to;theﬂancestraT religion of the Chou house. Worship and
sacrifice were offered to HeaVen which was proclaimed to be both the
primeval creator as we]lvas the ancestor of the Chou royalrhouse.

Heaven received sacrifice both as a god of nature as well as an
35

ancestor of the Chou royal house.
. The Chou royal house styled its ruler the "Son of Heaven," or
t'ien-tzu (Zk J). The term "Son of Heaven" did not exist in Shang

tl‘mes.36

It appearé only in Chdu times, and is found in the Shuo-ming
and Hung-fan sections of the Shang-shu, and in the Chiang han section
of the Shih—ching.37 It is believed that the term Son of Heaven was
invented by the Chou royal house, which thereby tried to make its king.
a direct descendant of Heaven, which was the creator of the universe
and~é]so its ancestor. This hierocentric doctrine of fhe Chou became -
a central cohesive force binding-togetﬁer not only the Chou people but
"also the entire Chinese people until as late as the niheteenth century.
Hierocentric doctrines were cbmmon]y used by the great conquerofs
of ancient:timeé. In'ahcient Egypt, the Pharoah claimed that he was

ruler of all that was encircled by the sun. He was the Son of God,

and none'cbu]d resist him. A11 people were subject to him, his bounds
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were set at the ends of the earth, and fo him the gods promised world
dominanceﬁ38{‘1n’Baby1onia,'Naram¥sin cé11ed himself "king of the
Four Régions and king of the Universe."39~ The Assyrian king also
called himself "king of the Four Quarters of the wor]d,“ and "king
of the universe." A1l these claims meant that the monarch'rﬁ1es
over all men, that it is god who has ordered him to do so, and thus
it'iS»hisfsacred mfssion‘to extend his dominion over the whole world.
A1l his wars are holy wars.40»}The‘doctrine of the Mandate of Heaven
of the Chou‘foyal house was a typicallgreat conqueror's claim, aimed
at establishing an exclusive and monopolistic hierocentric idea that
1h Heaven there is one eternal and supreme god»andhon eartﬁ there is
one king, the son of Qodg The Chou Eu]er as the son of Heaven and
universal ruler reigned over the holders of dependencies’and their
people. For a 1ong‘timé, this gﬁarismatic authofity of the Chou royal
house&continued in effect, even after the royal house had Tost its
military and political control over‘the holders of dependencies in
the Ch'un-ch'iu*ﬁeriod.'

Military prowess was another contfo] device used by the Western
Chou dynaSty, The Western Chou deVe]oped a strong standing army under
the direct control of the Chou king and it maintained its military
strength "‘almost to the énd of the dynasty. . The western‘Chou army con-
sisted‘ofpinfantry and war chariots. fThé infantry had a basic unit
of five soldiers called theewu (% ). Five families. provided the
men. Each wu was led by a non-commigsioﬁéd officer, the kung ssu-ma.

Each‘villagérhad a unit of twenty-five men called the liang under
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the 6rder of a p]atoon‘commander ca]]ed the liang ssuma. Each
communE‘(group of villages) provided~a'company of a hundred men,
therggg. Ffve'companies formed a battalion of 500 men, the shih.
Then five battalions constituted a regiment of 2500 men, the Ju.
The largest operating force, the chiin, consisted of five reéimehts,
over 12,500'men.4] Accbrding to a description‘fn the Choﬁ-]i; all
these units were under the control of the department of war, which
was one of six departmentS‘direct1y respénsib]é to the Chou king.

This Western Chou army was equipped with various kinds of weapons,
which. were mostly made.of bfdnién A"The‘Chbu people had been bronze
metal workers long before they conquered the Sharig. One of the
earliest Chou bronze vessels, the ch'en kuei, was unearthed at Ch'i-
shan ‘and can be dated to the year when King.WU won his victory over

the Shang. The Veséel was casttfor the grand sacrifice offered to

King Wen, father-of King Wu. The bronze vessel, a food container, is
twenty-four centimeters high and twenty-five centfmetérs.in diameter.
It was not inferior to those made by the Shang. In every respect, the.
vessel shows that the Western Chou people were masters of the bronze
industfy iong before they overthrew the Shang dynasty.42 These ancient
metal workers of the Neétern‘Chou'a1sb'prodﬁced a wide variety of |
weapons, tools, and personal ornaments. The bronze weapons of the
Western Chou army may be divided into two categories, offensive and
defensive. The offeﬁéjve;weapons,inc]uded the dagger-axe, or ko Cﬁ? )R
‘the dagger-axe and knife, or kou-chi ({9@§X’); the dagger-axe and

spear, or chi (g?k‘);'the spear, or mgg,(é%r); the broad-axe, or yueh
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| ﬁj‘f); the large knife, or ta-tao (7*(2]); the knife, or tao (7 );v
the dagger, or. pi-shou (k&fé ); the bow and arrow, or kung-shih
(%g‘t)? the cross-bow, or nu (_{22; ); and the sword, or chien (@l] ).
The dagger-axe had been the~mos£ important armament since the neolithic
period in.China. In the Chou'pgriod,ﬂthe‘stone dagger-aXe was sfill'
uséd for mortuary purposes. The bronze dagger-axes of the westerh
Chou were notably advanced. They weke used for pecking and scything,
and were.efficient weapons .for attacking'a‘horse or chariot, The

. dagger-axe and knife was made by castfng two blades in one'piece to
give the-dagger-axe two extra;cutting edges at the base parallel to
the shaft., The dagger-axe and spear was used.for piercing forward,
scything to the 1eft,'hqoking to the right, and jabbing backwards.
It was more efficient than the dagger-axe and knife. The spear was

an offensive weapon of the Chou]army, It héd a broad leaf-shaped
blade with a s]ender,socket,mpﬁnted on a round shaft. The broad-axe
was a,smé]1,weapon of aboutiséventeen-céntimeter$’in ]ength, pierced
with,four perforationsrfor.hAfting and decorated with t'ao-tieh masks.
The B]ade was made of iron and was attached to the bronze butt-handle
by~the”mortise and tenon method, This indicates that iron was intro-
duced<intovCh1ha in eariylwesternfChou_times, ‘The Targe knife was
used as-a weapon in war and as an executioner's knife.‘ It had a
Sharbened,cutting blade, and was a formidable weapon in actual use.
The knife:was generally slender and short. It hadva thin‘cutting

edge and a thicker ridge 6n the back, It served more as a scraper

than as a mi]itahy weaponf,~The‘dagger was a small weapon of about
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twenty\céntimeters in length. The blade had two cutting edges
meeting in a point at the end. It was a favorite weapon for surprise
of,secret assaults. ' The Chou bows had a double curve Tike a Cupid's
bow, and was about 139 centimeters long. The core was made of
four bamboo plates, thick and heavy in the middle with tapering
ends and'notchedtwooden'tips to receive the cord. The whole bow
was bound and glued with rattan strips and finished with a close
binding ‘of silk and lacquer. The crossbow was the most outstanding
in the Chou armory. It had a stock of wood, a bow of laminated bamboo,
and a trigger mechanism of bronze. The stock was mortised to support
the bow and had a channel for the dart or small arrow and a pistol
arip. The frigger mechanism was an assemblage of four precisely cast
bronze parts, fitted together and;onto the ;tock with two bronze pins.
Togethef with the bdw, the‘crosébow constituted a major offensive
weapon. The defensive gear inc]uded'sdits of armour with helmets
and shie]d5¢7.The~Chou battle dress incTUded bronie buttons, plaques
and stripS, -The shields were make of wood and ldcquer, fitted with
a bronze grip at the‘back, and were round in shape.

 The war»chafiotvconstituted sométimeSXthe main striking force
in the Chou army. The war chariot originated in Western Asia during
the secdnd'miilenium BQC. ‘Then, owing to its great ef%iciency as
a source of powér, it was‘soonQempioyed throughout thé civilized
parts of the anéient_qu]d; I't was introduced into China during
Shaﬁg times and cohstituted a basic unif of the Shang army. The

Chou people knew about the war chariot before_fhey overthrew the
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Shang dynaSty;ibut they adopted the'waf chariot of the Shang only
after the conquest. The Chou war chariot was driven by first two
and later four horses. Both‘teams were yoked in the same way, only
with a longer cross-bar to narness the four animals. Both wheels
had twenty- one spokes and strong conical whee] hubs which were re1n-‘
forced w1th bronze caps The ‘cab was d1v1ded by a barrier into a box
at. the rear and a sma]T p]atform in front. The pole curved upwards
in a slightly c0nvek manner at the end, carrying there the cross-bar
whose bent up ends were each mounted mith a spearflike bronze weapon.44
The ordinary’Chou warAchariot carried three men; the driver, a
spear man or ]ancer;‘and an‘archer. There was also another special
chariot which functioned as a fTagship,'carrying the commander of the
army or‘of a unit of it, and a drum and flag by which the signals to
advance or retreat were given. These command chariots, carrying
perhaps a duke or even a king, were natura]]y focal po1nts of a battle
because of the1r ro]e 1n d1rect1ng the f1ght1ng 45 However, the war
chariot was not a form1dab]e weapon 11ke the tank even though it
const1tuted somet1mes a qu1ck str1k1ng force, espec1a]1y to barbarians
who were not used to them Genera]]y the war chariot was used by the
commander as a mobw]e command post It gave'h1m a much better view of
the situation, and an ab111ty to observe all of the movements of the
enemy.46'”He a1so‘cou1d transport himself quickly wherever he wished
to go. Anofher impor£ant function of the war chariot was display; its
‘splendor cou]d,have an impressiVe,pSychologica1 effect upon both
Chinese,andubarbarians.47~ in war, the foot soldier and the war

chariot in most cases operated together,!ithe war chariot forcing
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open a path for the foot-soldiers to follow. However, the Western
Chou akmyidependéd‘most heavily on the foot-soldiers.
The Chou mi1itary forceé were fecruited from and supplied by the

peasantry. The Ch'in section of the Shih-ching states:

The king raises his army, we put in order our
~dagger-axes ~and mao lances. I will have the
same enemy as you.

Another passage in the same section runs:

" The kingaraises'his army, we put in order our
mao lances and ki Tances; togethﬁg with you
I will start (on the expedition).

Both the passages jndicate'that the husbandmen joined the army
when the king summoned them. The so1d1ers were often sent to guard

the frontiers agalnst the barbar1ans

The king has ordered Nan-chung to‘go and to
build a wall in Fang; ‘the out- -going carriage
~ sounds pwang-pwang, the dragon banner and
tortoise-and-snake banner are brilliant;
- the Son of Heaven ordered-us to build a wall
in that Shuo-fang; awe-inspiring is Nan-chung;
the Hsien-yun are expelled. Long ago, when
we marched, the millets were just in flower;
now when we come (back) the falling snow settles
. on the mud; the service to the king has many
'd1ff1cu]t1es wgghave no 1e1sure to kneel down
- or sit at. rest

Anothér”poem'déscribes the same situation:

‘The Hsien-yin were scornful of us, they
encamped at Chiao-kuo.
- They invaded Hao and Fang . . .
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“With woven pattern of bird blazonry
Our silken banners brightly shone
'Big chariots, ten of them

went first, to open up a path . . .
We smote the Hsien-yun . 50°
‘Mighty warrior is Chi-fu.

These two.pbemS'deaI with @r mention the campaigns of the Chou
peopIé'against tﬁe'fiefce-Hsien4yUn tribes. The two Chinese generals,
Nan-chung'and Chi-fu are both'traditionalTy placed in Kihg Hsuan's
reign (ca. 827-782 B.C;).-*The*Hsien-yﬁn tribe was a dread foe who
invaded Shensi, the home-country of the Chou, and were driven back
in a series of campaighs, some of which took place around 800 B.C.
These two poems:describe the fétigued and wearisome 1ife of the
husbandmen while 6n guard duty'ét the borders.

The husbandmen also received military training when they were

at home during the s]a;k seagoné. According to the Ku-liang chuan,
there"weré-fbur"ﬁeriods-of military training for the -peasants during
the year; these were fhe spring military training referred to as the
t'ien (41 ); ‘the summer tra‘Im‘ng; the miao (‘f’;’j_); the autumn training,
the §gg_(ﬁ$i); aﬁd the_winter training; the ghgg (ﬁ%? ).51' In the
Tso-chuan there appear.the mi]itafy training of the sou (;%L) for
spring, the miao ( fb ). for:-summer', the hsien (J@ ) for autumn,

and the ghgg_(%%f ) for wihter;S? The.Kuan-;zu says that there were
only two military training per{ods: “the Egg;( j%)) fn spring, and

the hsien (ﬂﬁﬁn_) in ﬁihter.SB These sources indicate that there was

regu]af military trainihg for the;peasantry in atcordance with the

chaﬁge of seasons, They also suggest that military training in the
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spring, summer, and autumn was shorter because of busy agricultural

affairs, while the training period in ‘the winter was 1onger.54

However, this was compiled much later, after the end of the Western
Chou period. The.number and names of the military training periods
varies  from source to source. In this regard, these are not very |
reliable in:figuking ouf the details of military training in the
Western Chou times. However, a few poems in the Shih-ching do state
that there was military training in Western Chou times. One poem

says: -

In the days of the second there is the meet,

and so we (continue to) keep up our prowess

in warfare; we keep for ourselves the young 55
. boars, we present the older boars to the prince.

The poém implies that the military training of the peasantry was
carried out through hunting. Another poem likens hunting pkeparations

to military maneuvers:

The hunting carriages are fine, the four stallions
are very big; in the East there are the grasslands
-~ .of the (royal) parks, we yoke and go (there) to hunt.
These gentlemen go to the summer hunt, they count.
the footmen with great clamour; they set up the
tortoise-and-snake banner and the oxtail flag; they
catch animals in Ro. . . . the meeting (of the
princes) is grand. The thimbles and armlets are
convenient, the bows and arrows are well-adjusted;
~ the archers -are assorted, they help us to rear a
~pile. . . . if the footmen and charioteers are not
attentive, the great kitchen will not be filled.
-These gentlemen.go on the expedition, it is audible
. but there is no nogge;'they are noblemen; indeed a
~great achievement.”™ -~ R

Inc]Uded ih the‘hunting expedifion viere big and small chariots;



61

the tortoise-and-snake banners which Qere also used in military
campaigns; footmen and chariotgérs; bows and arrows; and the
assembly and deployment of fhe peasants. H.G. Creel interprets the
term of "meet" used in the poem as a great hunt which was used as
training forjwarfare.57 A11 these things seen in the hunting scene
Aare also essential for hi]itary campaigns and strongly resemble
descriptions of military expeditions.  Also, the literal meanings

"of the names of military training periods for the peasantry in the
TSo-chﬁan all refer to hunting. Thig suggests that military training
and great hunting meets were closely related affairs.

It is likely thatvthe‘Wéstern Chou army was well-trained and
disciplined. The army was firmly under the control of the Chou king.
Under the king, the Chou-1i mentions a department of war under the
supervision of thekministér of‘war,‘the’§§g;mg (Eﬂj%)). The Shih-
ching uses the title tsou-ma;(géggg), meaning the director of horses.
There is nothing to show what function attached to the title of
‘tsou-ma in the Shih-ching. However, it is beyond doubt that there
must have existed some kinds of institution and officials who were
in charge»of military affairs for the king in the Western Chou times,
although the Chou 1i describtidn of these things is probably not
entirely reliable. ' ’

| This Western Chou army was divided into three divisions, the
six armies, the’Cheng;chou armies, and the Yin armies, according t6
their organization;‘funciions, and strafegic~1oéation;‘ The term

"six armies" is frequently met with in the Chou traditions, in the
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bronze 1hscriptions, and in the Menciué.w The Shih-ching suggests
that the six armies had’exisfed from the eaf]y,périod of Chou.>8
King Wu is said to have led six armies in his conquest of the Shang
dynasty.} It therefore seems 1ikely that the six armies were a

basic -element of‘Chou military power.. The six armies are always
mentionead with‘thé king; In the Shang-shu, two of the chief

ministers are quoted as urging King K'ang in about 1079 B.C. to
"display -and make august the six~armies.”59 The Shih-ching men-

tions :"so he raises the'six armies (qf the king)," and "the king

of Chou marches and the six armies go along With him."60 A11 these
indicate that the six armies were a main military force under the
direct control of’the‘Chbu king. According to the'study of Cheng
Te-K'un, the six armies formed the garrisoanorces of the capital

and were under the direct commahd'of\the king himself. The Cheng-chou
armies consTQted of the eigﬁtvarmies. These armies were composed of
the conquered Shang people who were aSsimilated_into‘a part of the
military force led by the Chou king. These armies were stationed in
and around Lo-yi, and coﬁtrol]ed the territories to the south where

the Huai-yi lived. The Yin eight armies are frequently mentioned in -
the bronze’inscriptibns.‘ Some of them took over the Shang military |
and hunting grounds at Ch'ao-ko and garrisoneﬂ the o]d‘Shang capital
area. These forces could easily be sent out into the Tung-yi barbarian
territories to the eaét in case of emergency.6] o
_The‘Chou ro&a] houSe'a1$0‘maintainé9 individual garrisons in

certain border areas. . Several bronze inscriptions mention such
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garrisons ‘established by the Chou royal house. One inscription says
that "the king-was at the Ch'eng garrison." Anofher says that
Cbmmander Yung-Fu was on guard duty at the Yu garrison.62 A11 these
disclose that the Chou.royal house had several garrisons in certain
strategic areas. The study of Ulrich Unger on the bronze inscriptions
“which can be dated in the later half of the Western Chou period
shows that the Western Chou royal house had a garrison in the Fen
River area. The Fen valley was‘one'df the northern border areas
frequeht]& in danger of barbarian attack in the Ninth and Eighth
Centuri’es.63 ‘ |
Besides the Western Chou royal armies, each holder of a dependency
controlled military forces as well. As indicated in the previous
chapter, the cities and towhs‘in the western Chou times were fortified.
They possessed their own garri§bns by which they could defend them-

selves in case of emergency. ‘A statement in the Chou-1i says that

the king has six armiés,_a 1argeVdépendency has three armies, a
| | 64

dependency of the next size has two, and a small dependency has one.
 Some powerful dependencies in the border areas maintained a considerable
military force to prevent barbarian attacks. There they were pinned

down.65

It is also believed that the military forces of the other
dependencies were much infefior to the'royal'armies:in terms of size,
organization, and equipment. Thus the centré] Chou forces remained
supreme. - |

~The royal army was firmly under the direct control of the Chou
king. None of the officia]s'was entrustéd by the king with full

power over the military. The king himself often led and commanded
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his armies in person. 0n1y‘inbspecia1 cases did he appoint a
selected individual to command a 'specific-military campaign. In
ifact, the Western Chou royaT armies were ready any time to be
sent out to meet a crisis or emergency case under direct command
or by order of the Chou k1ng
In the per1od of the western Chou there occurred about fifty

wars. Of these wars, two—th1rds were against the barbarians who
made incursions‘into Chou tehritory.sﬁ There were few wars featuring
‘Chinese-against Chinese. Whenever there was a great barbarian
incUrsion, it Was the westetn’Chou rdya] armies which provided the
main task force for deterring thevbarbartan_attack§67' The holder
of a dependency whd went out to’colonize the dtstant land from
K1angsu to Jeho] had full m111tary support from these royal armies
and garr1sons 68 - Unfa1thfu1 ho]ders of dependenc1es were removed
from thejr pos1t1ons by this powerfu] royal army. It was the Western
Chou roya1“armies which made the royaT-house's authority felt among
the dependencfes. Thts mi]itary‘supremacy of the Western éhou royal
house}COntinued down to the end of the dynasty in the Eighty Century
B.C., when the royal forces were defeated by the army of the state
of Cheng ' . o

? Another control mechan1sm of the Nestern Chou dynasty was its
deve]opment of an adm1n1strat1ve or bureaucrat1c system According
to Chou trad1t1ons the Chou peop]e seem to have had a k1nd of governing
| system 1in the pre dynast1c per1od of the pre-conquest of Shang The
Shih-chi says that when the Chou peop]e m1grated to the foot of Mt.

Ch'i, they set up off1c1a1s to ma1nta1n peace and order in the newly
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established c1t1es and towns 69 Another hint of a governing system

~in the ear]y Chou per1od comes from the Ta-kao sect1on of the Sha-

ching:

The king spoke thus: I will greatly tell and
discourse to you, (princes of) the numerous
states, and to you, managers of affairs . . :
Thus I tell you, princes of my friendly states,
you (local) officials, you various officers

and managers of affairs . . . You princes of
 the various s’cate§0 and you off1cers and managers

: of affa1rs ..

'Thé Ta-kao, or "gréat announcement,"'might have been issued by
King Ch'eng or the Duke bf,Chou;to appeal to the supporters and
a]iies of the Chou royal house when it was faéed with a great revolt
of Shang people in which some Chou elites were involved. The
announcement revea]ﬁ.the titles ofumanagers, officers, and directors
which might have existed in"the'period of King Ch'eng and the Duke
of Chou. The functioqs of thé holders of these titles are unclear,
hoWever.~‘A‘statement of the Duke of Chou in the Li-cheng section of

the same text states:

Chou Kung spoke thus: Now I admonished the k1ng
about all and said: (Those in the left and right of)
the nearest assistants of the king are the
permanent leader, the permanent (man in charge)
manager, the man of law, the stitcher of garments
~and the (chief of the) t1ger braves . . . when it
~ came to Wen Wang and Wu Wang . . . they reverently
served God on High, and established governors for
the people. In the establishment, the (man in
charge) manager, the man of law and the pastor were
the three executives,  The (chief of) the tiger
“braves, the stitcher of garments.,. the equerry were
minor funct1onar1es The carriers were minor
functionaries. The carriers and attendants of the
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left and right were (hundred) many officers.
The. various repository keepers, the captains of

- the great cities, and the accomplished (ministers)
directors of decorum were many officers. The
grand scribe and the chiefs of the secretaries were
several permanent auspicious officers. (After) the
director of the muititudes, the director of the
horse and the directqr of works there were next-
following officers. '

The statement was delivered by the Duke of Chou*to King Ch'eng
when he was enthrnned after the death of King Wu. The purpose of
th1s statement was to conv1nce the young k1ng of the accomplishment
of K1ngs Nen and wu, and to rem1nd him of his heavy responsibility
as a new k1ng; In the statement, the Duke of Chou .outlines a
governmenta]ksystem which might have been established by Kings Wen
and Wu.  The otfices and the officers mentioned in the statement
m1qht be c1ass1f1ed as fo]]ows As execut1ves there were managers
(fi;/\) the man of Taw ( f%;? , and pastor (%ﬁ( ). The functionaries
'1nc1ude the-commanders of the tiger braves (& Z éU, the stitcher of
. garments (%% Ax), and the equerry (jfé%lgg). The officers consist

P R ':‘ . : L : . . . - . }
of carriers and attendants of the left and right (1t, 34%%%%5 the
repos1tory keepers ’ﬁ%«jﬁ the capta1ns of the c1t1es (“ﬁ\3§$ h{ﬁ
and d1rectors of decorum ( LJ(/\TJ The h1qher offices are occupied
by the dlrectors of the mu1t1tude lﬁiﬁk), of the horse 1355 ), and
of the works & I’ﬁ?) It seems 1ikely that the grand scribe ( ;k\;fi)
and the chjef secretary (F{(3) held the highest offices. These
tit]es ef offices and'positidns'indicate that there were classified

‘ and spec1a11zed off1c1a]s and funct1onar1es arranged hierarchically

in the Western Chou governing system However, the exact organization,
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functions, and jurisdictions of the offices are not known.

~The Ku-ming section of theAbook discloses further titles which
might be the highest:

| Thé éréﬁakguéfdian; the grahd scfibe, the
grand master of rites a]].had h7gpen state
caps -and ant(fco]ored) skirts."

The titles of the grand guardian, the grand scribe, and the grand
master of rites fragmentarily appear in other parts of the Shang-shu.
The title of the grand guardian, the t'ai-pao (7@1%5 was held by
the Duke of Chou and then by the Duke of Shao after the death of
the Duke of Chou.'73 These -two persons were brothers of King Wu and
uncles of the new kinQ.L‘As is well-known, both the Duke of Chou and
the Duke of Shao were powerful and trusty holders of the Lu state.
At the same time, both men werethigh retainérs of the Chou royal
house in the formative period of the Chou, and held the principal
powér at court, Also in,the ceremony of the investiture of the new
king, the grand guardian played a very.impOrtant role, guiding the
princeé'of;the western:statés fo the newly enthroned king and
delivering an opening address]4 ‘A1l these indications show that
the position of grand guardian-was~very important. - Next was the
posifion of the grand scribe, the t'ai-shih (7E~QL). ~in the ceremony
6f investiture of‘the-new:king, the grand scrfbe held the document
which was the 1ast<ordef of ‘the dead king, and presented it to the
new king.75'_0ther functions and duties of the position areknot.known )

from the Chou traditions. However,, the original meaning of the
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character;§gih-(§fj was the scorekeeper in archery cohtests or the -
custodian of written records. Another meaning of the character was
"an official who dealt with books.76 On these grounds, the grand
scribe is believed to be the‘thief secretary. The last was the grand
master of rites, the t'ai-tsung (Z;%E). This title is translated as
“the minister of re11gT6n" by James Legge, and-as "the grand master

of céfembnies" by H.G. Creel. The study of Karigren on the title
shows that this ﬁosition was in charge df all religious rites and
ceremonies. In the investjture‘of thé new king, there also attended
the assistant master of rites, the tsung-jen (é?i/@), who took part

in the ceremony;77 The specuTation exists that the‘grand master of
rites had supreme chafgewa re]igious”andycerempnia1 functions,
although there is little information to support-it.- As H.G.-Creel
suggests, the grand guardian, the grand secretary, and the grand
master of rites seem to haVevconstituted the three highest dignitaries
in the Chou‘court,78 ;

The Chou-1i is the only source that contains a complete and

detailed description of the governing system of the Chou dynasty.
According’td the description inythe'Chbu—]i, the governing sysfem
- of the Western Chou included a cabinet headed by the prime minister,
the'tai-tsai (7(%% ) or the t'ai-tsai (7&%% )f }Under‘the control of
the'primé minister, the cabinet was composed of six departments:

the royal householq, fhe multitude, the cult, war, justice, and

‘pub1ic'w0rks. The royal household department was headed directly

by the prime minister and his two assistants, the hsiao-tsai 0]\32 )
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and the tsai-tu (2%13). The palace bersonne] were controlled by

the kung-cheng (ggzg ). A 1arge gfoup of functionaries such as cooks
and butchers belonged t¢'the‘kitchen department. The chief
accountant, the ssu-hui (Eﬂé?), had special clerks in charge of the
account-books in the department. Food and drink were supervised by
the shih-i (Ef}Eii) who belonged to the medical department. The

royal tamp;:ﬁtS'furniture, and the tents, and their pitching were

the responsibility of the kung-jen ('E%/\)i The government reposi-
tories were headed by thet;g:fg_(jﬁtﬂﬁ?. There was a department which
took care of the royal harem and female attendants; it was under the
control-of the nei-tsai qiqu).79.'The department of the multitude
supervised the peop]e-apd their instruction as well as the land and

its administration. The'depa%tmenf‘was headed by the ssu-tu (€ﬂ{ﬂé)

and- his two-assistants, the‘h;fao ssu-tu GLfﬂﬁf{ and the hsiang-shih
(4BED).  The jdrisdiction.of the department was divided into two
fiest,»thaf‘of the'terrjtqries,~and that of instruction. The field
of the territories, whfch was divided into the ﬂ;iggg_(é%ﬂ} ) and the-
Sui (3233), wés taken chargé of by governors, vice-governors, and
administrators in hierarchical order. They controlled subordinate
functionaries who were. fn Charqe;of the marketé, the forestry depart-
ments, “the taxat1on of 1and and gra1n and 1rrlgat1on and so on. The
field of 1nstruct1on was superv1sed by the 1nstructor and guardian of
~the king, therpr1nces,\and the‘sons of the aristocracy. He was also
responsible.forjthefinvestigation:andipUnishment of irregularities and

faults, and he ordered censors to investigate the conduct of the
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peop'ie.ao The department of cult consisted of the six main bureaus
under the supervision of the ta-tsung ('ﬁ_.'-;br\.), who was assisted by
the hsiao-tsung-po (i)« %{»{@)' and the ssu-shih (ﬂ-:t ). The six main

bureaus were in charge of rituals, musicians, oracle officers,
pr'a'_y-rnasters_', recorders, and officials in charge of carriages. The '
ritual officers such as the &gﬂ %g\/\) and the chi-jen (\é{*ﬁ/\ )
supervised the Tibations and were in charge of jade and valuable
obje{:t_s.. - The musicians, the ku-meng (5‘5 B%’,\) and the tien-t'ung
(\Q{fﬂ) were in charge-qf instruments including muéica] stones, drums,
flutes and so on. The pr'ay-rnaslter',' headed by the ta-chu (-7'(.?*;?_»), had
the duty of praying at burials, hunts, and the making of covenants.

The recorders_'iﬁc'ludeci astronomers, astrologers, and secretaries.

The officers in charge of carriages were also keepers of ‘the nine

81 .The-.departmént of war had the minister of war,

kinds of fTlags.
the ta ssu—ma-('ﬁﬂ_%) and his assistants, the hsiao ssu-ma '(;I.g“%),
the chun ssu-ma (’,%ﬁ]j%),'and thé yu ssu-ma (Z‘;ﬂ%) The general .

duty of the department was to control the fortification of cities ahd_

towns, land surveys, and the 1iké. The general staff of the department
con.siste.d of the subordinate functionaries; the ssu-hsun (ﬂ@) was
in charge of rewards and puni_sﬁméht; the hou-gen ({%(/\) took care of
roads in various fegiqns; the she-jen (l;‘?}j'/\) directed the ritual
archery; 'fhe lar'sena_ls were entrusfed to fhe_ ssu-ping (E]Q ) and the
ssu-kung (ﬁ]‘E’}; );__the ;har‘iots wer‘e"manage_d_ by the jung-p'u (.?—'){'f’i);
‘and the ta-yu _(7('\533, ‘the mu-shi (’;[’{z'éa&).and the sou-jen (Té:-':/\)

82

were functionaries in charge of the pasture-grounds, The department
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of justice was in charge of judicial affairs. The head of the
department was the ta ssu-k'ou (' J]Ii) with his assistants, the
hs_iao ssu-k'ou -(1]\::1]’%), thé_shih-sm ({_:J,’{?'Q( )s and the hsiang-shih
(Z%@tt ). There were special law officers such as the hsiang-shih
({jgg{ ‘the sui-shih (ﬁ),d_f) and the hsien-shih ('-rr’r'i-) who were

in charge of judicial affairs in the .provincial cities and the palace

towns of dignitaries. The criminal code was entrusted to the ssu-hsing
(fﬂj}ﬂ).' The prisons were cdntr61led-by the sSu—ann(?ﬂﬂ%}). There
were also special Tlaw officers in charge of litigation, who proclaimed
the punishments imposed in the states, invesﬁigated matters under

the control of the chief criminal” judge, and checked cases of disorder

83

and imprisonment.”~ However, the last section of the'Chou-]i,'which

dealt with the department of works, was lost and was replaced by a
work called the k'ao kung chi OézI =h)» which describes the various

artisans and craftmen attached to the Chou royal house. 84 A Few

functionaries, such as the kung-jen (LA) or the kung-shih (j]é{])

be1onged'fo the works departméﬁt are found in other books. This

indicates that thére”di& exist a department of works in the cabinét v

Df'the Western Chou royal house. 85

Th1s is the genera] descr1pt1on of the Nestern Chou govern1ng

86

system in the Chou-1i.°° "In a word, the administrative system of

the Western Chou as descr1bed in the Chou-1i was well developed and
high1y spécTa1i2ed. Hoﬁevef,'the authenticity'of the Chou-1i has been

87

‘hotly debated among the-schoiafs,fboth Chineéb and Western. The

opinions vary;f Bernard Karlgren, who based his study on the v - .
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comparative grammar of»thisfand other‘pre-Ch'in»texts, says that the
Chou-1i existed at any rate in the middle of the Second Century B.C.88
Sven Broman claims that the‘governing system of the Western Chou in
the Chou-1i prevailed in middle and late feudal Chou in the various
vstates and has its roots in the system that existed in the late

89~MHowever, a more careful investigation of

Shang;aﬁd early Chou,
the aﬁthenticity of the Chou-1i was carried out more recently by H.G.
Creel. - He Says that the Chou-1i:was compiled by one or mofe scholars
to describe the Western Chou government on the basis of the informa-
'tion<availéb]e to them, and that the'govérning syétem in the Chou-1i
was preéented as an ideal government; Their description was heavily
{nfluenced by {he-preocgupations of the Warring State§ period. In
this regard, even though the Chob-]f preserves some accurate infor- .
mation in some matters‘bf deta{];vit is useful only when used in.
conjunction with cher;genuine sources of Western ChOU~times.go
H.G, Cree].éarried out his study of the goverhing system of the
_wéstern Chou on the basis of the new1y discovered bronze inscriptions_
of the Western Chou period.;*Hisystudy reveals that the Western Chou
admihistrative‘system mighchave~consisted‘of the departments of
just{be and finance under the control of the grand protector, the
t'ai-pao or the~grand secretary, the t'ai-shih. The justice depart-
menf did‘as its title imp]ies, while the finéncia] department dealt
with-trade, media of éxchénge of various kinds, and financial opera-

91

tions,”'  His study also shows that under the control of the grand

secretary or the grand protector, there were a large number of
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of adm1n1strat1ve and funct1ona1 off1c1als These officials were

in charge of the performance of specific dut1es or carried out
.part1cu1ar m1ss1ons They were se]ected accord1ng to the1r ta1ent
and ab111ty, were educated for off1c1a1 service, and spent their
who]e 11ves 1n the1r f1e1ds However, these off1c1als seem to have
'been hered1tary The Chou roya1 house gave them income feifs in lieu
of sa]ar1es In carry1ng out certa1n specific functions and duties,

92

however, they were proto bureaucrat1c in character In this regard,

the adm1n1strat1ve apparatus of the Western Chou seems to have con-
ststed of certa1n departments to wh1ch\functiona1 off1c1als and staffs
were attached under the control of ‘the prime m1n15ter

However, 1t 1s not c1ear to what extent this proto -bureaucratic
system funct1oned outs1de the domain of the Western Chou royal house
itse1t and‘madektts power.telt:in the various territorial dependencies.
The direct eviﬂence ofrarchaeotogy and ‘the bronze.inscriptions is
extremely meageraon this potnt. In‘fact, Ssu wei4chih, who compiled
the comprehensive annotated catalogueiof Chou official titles on the
basis of both bronze inscriptions and literary sources, says that the
Chou official system remains difficult to verify.g3 Paul Wheatley
also points'out that itriS‘difficult-tohinvestigate the extent -and
degree to which the proto—bureaUCratie system worked in the domains
of the king and of the dependencies, aCcording to the bronze inscrip-
tions which have been-dtscovered SO far 7% More recent]y, Elman R.

the most 1mportant and basic e1ement, and attacks the view of H.G.
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: Cree] who stresses that the western Chou pract1ced an effective
and centra11zed adr1n1strat1ve ru1e on the basis of its proto-

95 In fact the territory of the Western Chou

bureaucrat1c system
dynasty was d1v1ded into numerous dependenc1es in the framework of
the feng ch1en system Loca] affairs and contro] in each |
dependency were 1eft tovthe:dﬁscretfon of‘the holders of the
dependenc1es who were remote from the Chou capital. Under the
r‘1rcumstances, it is reasonab]e to th1nk that the f feng-chien system
must have prevented the extens1on of the central proto- bureaurcacy
much beyond the roya] doma1n 1tse1f Yet the ma1n concern and
attent1on of the Western Chou royal house natura]]y would have been
focused on the contro] and management of numerous and various
dependenc1es wh1ch were po]1t1ca1]y autonomous un1ts under the
’char1smat1c author1ty of the Chou roya1 house and under the pro-

tect1on of 1ts m111tary force The next chapter examines the ways

in wh1ch the Court exerted 1ts contro] over them.



CHAPTER FOUR
" THE NATURE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE TRIBUTARY SYSTEM

‘After the conquest of the Shang, the Western Chou royal house
granted dependencies to its close relatives, branch families, and the
heads of tribal‘groups by means of a ceremony known ‘as the tz'u-ming
(/52 |

Th1s ceremony was conducted according to a def1n1te ritual pro-
cedure and w1th<cons1dera 1e pomp at the roya] ancestra] temple or
the pa]ace of the Chou k1ng Attend1ng the ceremony were the
k1ng, the nei-shih. (|¢l¥i ‘or the shih (JE;), who kept the document
of appo1ntment, the appointee, and some other holders of dependencies

1 The document of appointment

who-were invited as guests by the king.
was read aloud; ﬁt pnaised»the:appointee or his ancestors for their
', service tofthe royal house,’and.it enjoined the appointee to serve
the noyal house faithfu]ly Tn thetfuture In return for this, the
,holder in, p]edge of h1s good fa1th presented Jade vesse]s, and swore
to serve the Chou roya] house w1th unswerv1ng ]oya]ty 2 The ceremony
a]so 1nc1uded 1nstruct10ns and g1fts from the k1ng Among the gifts
wene a wr1tten tablet descr1b1ng the granted Tand and the term of the
enfeoffment together w1th va]uable items such as bronze vesseTs,
weapons carr1ages and c]oth]ng 3 The ceremony cemented a political
re]at1onsh1p between the Chou klng and the holder of the dependenoy‘

on the bas1s of the re]at1onsh1p of sovere1gn and subJect wh1ch bound

the ho]der to the Chou roya] house. At the same time, various

75
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political duties and obligations were assigned to the -appointee.

According to Chou tradition, one ob]igation was to visit the'ceurt

at certajn»stipq]ated times. Such a mandatory court visit was
called the ch'ao (éé] ) or the ch'ao-chin (}%ﬁ@%} ; o
4 ~.These terms are seen in the sources related to the Western

Chou period. - For example, the.Li-chi states:

When the Son of Heaven stands with his back to
~the screen with -axed-head figqures on it, and the
, princes present themselves before him with their
- faces to the north, this is called kin (autumn
audience). When he stands at the (usual point
of reception) between the door and the screen and
the dukes have their faces toward the.east, and the
feudal princes theirs towards the ﬂest’ th1s is
ca]]ed khao (the spr1ng audience).

Another,description in the Li—ehi'says:‘

When King Wu died, King Khang being young and
weak, the duke took the seat of the Son of Heaven,
-and governed the kingdom. - During six years he

. gave audience to all the“prinCes in the Hall of
Distinction; instituted ceremonies, made his
instrument of music, gave out his (standard)
weights and measures, and there wag a grand
submission throughout the. kingdom.

Both passages in the Li-chi 1nd1cate that the holders of dependencies
in Western Chou t1mes had a po11t1ca1 duty to make court ‘visits to the
Chouvroya] house in spr1ng and autumn, However, the authenticity of
the Li=chi has been doubted. According to the ena]ysis of the

‘Wei-shu T'ung-k'ao, the'Li—chi was compiled iﬁ thé‘firsf century

' B.C. Tt is a very miscellaneous collection of documents on many
6 ' ' '

subjects.” . However, theibook sometimes preserves accurate information
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about_the'western Chou political, administrative, and social system.

Other Chou sources such as the Chou- Chou-1i, the Kuo-zu, the I-1i, and

the Chu-shu chi-nien contain some accurate information handed down from
early times. Théreforé, each'thaptek and passage in the.traditiona{
sources must be compared ﬁith'evidencé known to be reliable, such as
the Shih-ching, the broﬁze'instriptinns,_and other archaeological
discover%es. In this regard, a description in the Ts'ai shu section
of the Shih-ching supports the idea'that the holders of dependencies
visited the Chou royal house in Western Chou times. The description
runs: -
~When the prinées see.the'kiﬁg
Their coming they.qxnress
In various ways, Now here I see

Their flags, with drag09 blazonry
A11 waving in the wind. ,

The passage under11ned above is written "chun tzu lai-ch'ao"
( %%—7{1 ..‘g[f_-\ ') in the original text of the Shih-ching. The commen-
tary says that "chin-tzu" (%%3")'me§ns the feudal princes and that
"Tai.ch'ao" (éi%ga% ) means a court visit, James Legge translates
“Iai—fh‘ao? as "to see the kfng." Actually this means a court visit
of the holdérs 6f depéndenciés fo.the Western Chou royal house.

Another poem in the Hsiao-ya section of the book states:

We gather the beans, we gather the beans, we

‘put them in square baskets and in round; the

lords come to court for an audience. . . . Squirting
is the straight-jetted fountain; we gather the
‘cress; the lords come.to court for an audience,

we see their banners; their bangers flutter;
-~ this 1is where the Tords arrive. ' '
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. This poem-also mentions the court visit of the holder of a
dependency, even though nothing js said of the frequency‘of such
visits. A bronéeuinscriptibn ffom the late Chou period has to do
with a couft~visi£ of‘ihe ruler of Yen in the remote horthern corner
of the Weétefn'CHou’dynasty.g *Accofding to all theée indiéations, '
it is not out of the quéstioﬁ that'the holders of dependencies were
supbosed to‘make court visits to the Chdu royal house at certain
fixed times. | - |

‘.'Aéfto how often the ho]deﬁs of‘dependencjes wefe required to visit
the Choukroya] cdurt, there seems’fbjbe no evidence in the authentic
sources of WeStern Chou timés.’ Thé Lj:ghi and the'Chou-1i~a10ne
mehtibn the.frequency'qf thé cburtfvisits and specify some of the
regd]ations’cbncernfng them. A desC?iption in the Ming‘t'ang section
of thé'Lj:ngi éays: I |

In their relation to the Sdn,of-Heaven,
the feudal princes were required to send -
~every year a minor mission to the court,
-and every three years a greater mission;
~once in_fiYG years,»they had to appear there
in person. . -
The Chou-T1i is more specific. ‘A\deécription‘in the Ch'un-k'uan tsung-
po section of fhe‘CﬁOu~1i states: | ’
‘ Tﬁe audience for fhéfépfing was céi]ed the

."¢h'ao, the audience for the summer the tsung,
the audience for the autumn the chin, the

audience for the winter the yii, ang. the
audience for the occasion the hgi.~]

However, the ch“iu-kuan ssu-kou section of the Chou-1i describes the
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arrangements differently:

The hou-fou made audience once a year , , , the
. tien-fu once in two years . . . the nan-fu once
in three years . . . the pien-fu once in four

years . . . the wei-fu once in five years . . .
and the yao-fu once in six years . . . qu outside

- the nine provinces once in a 1ife time.

Accordihg'td the commentary, the territory of the Western Chou outside
the Chou royal domain wa$ divided into nine provinces called the

nine Eﬂgg.t{1gﬁf).or the nine fg;(ch%Ea,in the.tihe of the Duke of
Chou. the six jg, whiﬁﬁ COnsiéted of the hou-fu, the tien-fu, the

nan-fu, the pien-fu, the wei-fu and the yao-fu,-were included in the

~ nine pfovfnces. However, the existence of tﬁe nine‘fg of.the nine
chou as administrative'hnit$ in_Chou timeﬁlhas been debated émonglfhe
sch01éfs.' For example;Ch'ﬁ Wan-Ti says that the theory of the nine
gﬂgg'wés a legend Which.abpeaféd ébﬁuf the time of King Mu, and that
it is hard to.helieve that thé_ﬁine chou really existed as. adminis-
trative um'ts,13 'Shiéeki Kaizng claims ;hat the territory of the
Western chou was divided into the inner regions, the nei-fu (rit]ﬂg()'
and the oﬁter regions, the wai-fu (belﬂﬁﬂ. The inner regions con-
tained the areas Surrounding fhe-bhou royal domain and were occupied
by the holders of dependencies who_ﬁere cToée]y're1ated to the Chou
royal house, The outer_régiOns were the regions beydnd the nei-fu and
were occupied by ‘the heads of tribal quups who were allied with the
Chou in the conquest_of_the Shang'dyhasty.]a_ In any case, the passage

indicates that each fu paid yfsits to the Chdu royal house, and that -

the number of visits Varied-actording to the distance from the Chou
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4rqya1‘doma1n, However,ithe,indicétiohs of the frequency and of some

of the regulations of the court.visit are recorded differently in ‘
different texts, and even Tﬁ the same book. These contradictions make
it impossible to figure out the system. The most reliable source about
court visits‘is a bronze inscription which was unearthed in Cheng-cﬁou.
The bfenze fnscr{ptioh'bears five characters: ‘“Ming pao yin ch'eng
chou nein;"e'According'to the commentafy of Kuo-Mo-jo, Ming pao was

the name-of Po Ch'in (ﬁé;ﬁ%% ) who was one of the sons of the Duke of
Chou and the ruler of the:Lu state‘ ~He identifies the character of

yin (f¢ ) with the yin ( “4 ) in the Ch'un kuan seetion of the Chou-h’,]5
which means an occasional court visit paid by a holder of a dependency.
Ch‘eng'Chou,was Lo—yaﬁgewhich was the eastern capital of Western Chou
during fhe time. The whole sentence cou]d be ‘translated as follows

according to the commentary of Kuo Mo- JO

Ming pao, the ruler of the Lu state, made a court
V1S1t at Lo-yang.

The ident1ty of the term for a edurf with the~same term ih the Chou-11
makes it poss1b]e that the court v1s1t of the holder of a dependency in
Western Chou times was carried out under certain spec1a1 names or titles.
Another ‘Bronze 1nscr1pt1on,has to do with a court visit paid by the bar-

barians to the roya] house of Chou. The bronze inscription reads:

Barbarians of Fu-tzu 1nvaded our terr1tory. The
king defeated and chased them into Ch'ao . . .
Fu-tzu sent an envoy to meet the king. Then, the
southern and eastern barbarians came to see the
king. A1l these were twenty-six states.

Accoﬁdingftdvthe commentaky of Kuo Moéjd, the king mehtioned in the
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bronze inscription is King Chao, who ruled from 7052 to 1002 B.C.]6
Although there is no evidence concerning ‘the frequency of any of
these visits, thé'MencTus5 é relatively dependable source, does contain
such information: ‘

.(If a feuda] 1ord1 once fa11ed to appear at court

he was reduced in rank, °If he failed to appear

a second time, he was deprived of some of his

‘ter?1tory. ‘If hg d19 so a third time, the six

armies removed him,

Though the ﬁassage of the Mencius does not mention the exact
’frequency of the court stfts;‘it'showsjé1ear1y that the holders of
dependencies were required to make‘court vis1ts at certain fixed
times. Although it is hard td verffy~the statements in the Chou-1i
and the Li-¢hi that the court-&isitS'werevregu]ar]y'made at fixed
times ﬁnder.special names, the fndicatiOns.in the Shih-ching, the
Bronze}inscriptfons, and the ‘Meéncius reveal that the holders of
dependencies of the Western Chou were requifed'to make periodic
persona1vasits of some sort tb the Chou court,

| Chou tfadition has itrthat when the holders of dependencies paid
their yvisits to the Chou roya1 court they paid a tribute called the
"kung (;@l) to the Chou k1ng. 'In fact the term ‘kung is seen in many
Chou sources such as the Shang—sh the Chou-1i,. and the Tso-chuan,
The’ Chou-11 ~says about the Eggg~that the:
"H0u4fu.; ' ; paid tribute.in sacrificial &ictims ‘o
~the tien-fu . , . sent silk; the nan-fu contributed

‘dishes for‘Sacr1f1ce «« +3 thé ts'ai-fu offered
- cloth , ., ,; the wei-fu presente ‘eight kinds of

timbers 18 3 the yao- yao-fu gave in tribute its nat1ona1
products,
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The passage indicates thatAeach region and the barbarians outside the
nine;provinces were supposed to pay various tribute to the Chou king
When they,visited; However; as has been pointed out, the Chou-1i is

a questionable source. Some scholars claim that the regular practiee
of the court visit and the presentation of the tribute as stated in

the Chou-11 are an invention of later Confuciaﬁists trying to idea]tze
the Chou administrative system. Yet the Shang-shu has some trustworthy
information about the ggggfwhich was paid to the Chouhroyal court.
The.section called the Yu;kung, which ts one of.the reliable Western

19

Chou works, '~ says that the Chou terr1tory was divided into nine chou

(414%);, These were Chi-chou (ﬂ%€+ﬂ-), Yen-chou ({€£4ﬁ~), Ch'ing-chou
%4{]\) Hsii-chou (4% ), Yang-chou (*!Q.Hj\) ‘Ching-chou fﬂ}ﬂ)“ )s
Yu-choum(j§§%ﬂﬁ~ , Liang-chou (L%2+ﬁﬁ ), and- Yung ~chou (é%ﬁ*ﬁ“ Y. Then

ib-mentions tribute from eight of these’ chou Yen-chou sent 1acquer,
's1]k, and patterned woven stuffs in baskets; Ch'ing-chou presented salt,
- fine cloth, sea products ef various kinds,‘si]k, hemp, lead, pine-wood
and strenge stone5° Hsﬁéchou paid earth of five colors, variegated
pheasants of the Yu va]]ey, so]1tary t! ung trees from Mt. Yi's south
siope, and mus1ca1 ‘stones that f]oated in the water, Yang -chou sent
bronze of three co]ors yao -and kun stones fine and coarse bamboos,
teeth h1des, feathers “and halr and t1mbers, Ching-chou tribute
1nc]uded feathers, ha1r‘ teeth h1des, bronze of three qua11t1es,
gr1ndstones and whetstones and arrow-head stones and cinnabar.

Yi-chou pa1d lacquer, hemp, f1ne and coarse c]oth, and s11ken fabrlcs

and f]oss silk. Liang-chou sent gold, 1ron,~s11ver, steel, arrow-head
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stones, musical stones, black bears, foxes and wild cats; Young-chou

tribute included 1in and‘]ang-kan stone‘s.20 The Lu-ao section of the

Shang-shu, ‘which is not reliable, indicates some tribute from the
Western barbarians,z] However, the presentation of tribute by the
holders of dependencies to the Chou royal house has been doubted by
some scholars such as H;G.*Creel because of the:]ack of evidence in
tﬁe'Shihiching,'the'bronze inscriptions, and in the Tso-chuan, which
are considered to be genuine sources of Chou times. waever, the
Tso-chuandoes provide some information about tribute. It mentions
a conflict that arose between the states of Ch'i ‘and Ch'u when the
sfate‘of Chhu failed to sehd'its.pfoper tribute to the Chou royal
court. The state of Ch'i, which was the hegemonic state during the
' ear]yTCh‘un-ch'iu,period,‘sent its army into the'territory of Ch'u
with the.he]p,of other states. Ch'u then sent an emissary to Ch'i
to ask the reason for thiS’invaSion.‘iKuan—chung, the Ch'i minister,
answered as follows:
Duke K'ang of Shaou deiivered'fhe charge to T'ae-
‘kung, the first lord of our Ts'e, saying, 'Do you
undertake to punish the guilty among the princes
of all the five degrees . . . in order to support
and help the House of the Chow.' So there was given
“to our:founder rule over the land, from the sea on
. the east to the Ho on the west, and from Muh-ling
~-on the south to Woo-te-on the north. Your tribute_
~ of covered cases of the three-ribbéd rush (p'ao-hsu)
is not rendered, so that the king's sacrifices are
not supplied with it . . . .' The messenger replied,

~'That the tribute has not been forwarded is the  fault

~of the lord; - how shou]d he presume not to pay it?' 22

H.G, Creel regards this incident invo]vfng the states of Ch'i and Ch'u
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'as part of an elaborate dip]omatic,maneuvering for the heggmony,
and he denies that the issue of the tribute has any real meam’ng.z3
However, as will be“discusséd~]ater, the tribute of Ch'u to the Chou
royal court had a sériouskpo1it1ca1‘meaning. Tribute was supposed to
coﬁSist of characteristic local products.2® Most of the tribute wag
used in the Chou royal éacrificés. In ancient times, participation
by one tribal group in another's sacrifices meant political submissioh.25
In this reéard, the p'ao-hsu which was used to strainl1iquor for the
Chou royai sacrifiée,VWas one;bf the important items used in the
sacrifices of’thé Chou royalyhouse."Its'presenfation signified the
politica1‘$ubhfssion of Ch'u to the Chou royal house, In this regard,
Ch'u's fai]uré~to send¢it to the Chou royal house was a good excuse
- which the Ch'i army exp]oitedlSO'as to invade the territory of Ch'u
legitimately. This incident;ﬁ1ear1y‘shows that the holders of
depen&entieé weke'suppoééd to send'ceftéin~stipu1ated tribute to the
Chou'roya1 c6urtQ

" Another dispute about tribute occurred when Tzu ch'an, the
prime minister of the state of Cheng;‘argued about the amount of
tribute,requiréd from the state of Chin, which was at the time the
hegemon state. - The state of Chehg was one of the small states that
Tived under pressure from the powerful states of Chin and Ch'u, wﬁd
were'vyihgbto‘contro1,thé hegemony. Tiu-ch'an as the premier of thfs
sma11\siate;was a.man.who had a deéb insight into reality by dint df
his reasohéb]é'éharactéf'and his broad know]edje. He tried to carry

out the political renovation of his state by sometimes overlooking
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traditional customs and ideas and undertaking radical reforms, such

as the'énactmentbof'wfittenk1aw5 which was aéainst thé traditional
idea of rule-by-1i (Li4). However, in the diplomatic field, he
utilized thektraditfonai’ideas’ahd system to reduce the burden of |
tribute which was imposed on his state from Chin.2® He mentioned the
traditional custom concérning fribﬁte in a dip]bmatic conference which
‘was held under -the auspices of the state of Chin. He reportedly said:

Formerly, the Son of Heaven regulated the amount
- of the contribution (43 ) -according to the rank

~

of the state. Where thé rank was high, the
o contrﬁyution“was heavy . . . this was the rule of
Chow. S -
At another assembly of states, Tzu-Ch'an mentioned another regulation
or custom which Was’said‘to have existed in Western Chou times:
When the states'wéré assembled to adjust the
E businesszgf their contribution, it was according
to rule.
By citing this traditional rule of Chou, Tzu-ch'an was successful in -
reducing the amount of tribute which was imposed on Cheng. " His
statements indicate that the holders of dependencies of theKWestern
Chou paid a certain type of tribute in graded amounts to the Chou
royal house. :

‘As to: the nature of the tribute, the Ku-1liang chuan says:

‘1  Formerly the holders of dependencies co§§ributed
national products to the Son of Heaven. :

The TSb;Chuén mentions that:
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In spring the Son of Heaven'sent Chia Fu to ask

for carriages. . This mission was contrary to

propriety. It did not belong to the princes

to contribute carriages or dresses to the king;

and it was not for the Son of §8aven privately

to ask for money orvyaluab1es.
Both passages suggest that-the;fributé of the holders of dependencies
was confined to>the‘indﬁgenou57and special products of‘the localities.
As already related, the Yu—kung‘seétion of the Shang-shu stipulates
as much.~ It can be presumEd that the holders of dependencies in
Western Chou times were required to-make court visits and to present
tribute to the Chou royal court,'althoUgh we do not know the frequency
or the detailed feguiatidné.

The cdﬁri‘Visits seem to have had several purposes. First of

all the court visits prdVided the Chou king and the holders of
dependencies with opportunities for social intercourse. According

to the Ch'{iu-kuan ssuékoussection of the‘Chou-li, there was an

office called the hsiao-hsing jen G A) which was in charge of

tribute from dependencie$,~and prépared the entertainments for the
tribute bearers, It is unknown whether there really was such an

office in Western Chou time§ or not. However, it is believed that
there must have existed some person or institution which took care

of theSé things for fhe'king.‘ This social intercourse would havé '
promofed good will and ffiendsh%p among the holders of dependencies

and between thé holders and the Chou king.f The visits also undoubtéd]y
, fosteredravsense of sqlidarity and a common bond which must have |

facilitated joint action in case of .barbarian invasion. The Shih-ching
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The lords came to court for an audience . . .

they are rewarded by the Son of Heaven; happy be
~the lords, the Son of Heaven gave them charges;
“happy bg the lords, felicity and blessing (extend,

prolong them;) cause them to continue (in favor)

. . their Teaves are abundant; happy be the
1ords, they protect the state of the Son of Heaven
. . The Son of Heaven (measures, scrutinizes)
superv1ses them; happy be the lords, may felicity
and blessings strengthem them; how p]ea§gnt how

(ramb11ng) easy ﬁhey‘are when arriving.

Two passages in the Tso-chuan reveal: some more details:

The princes attended at the court of the .
emperorsswhich was called "giving a report of
office.”™ -

The other passage states:

Former]y, when pr{nees of states appeared at the

king's court to receive instructions about their

government, the king grat1f1ed them with an

‘entertainment . 34 the princes receiving his

~commands . . . .77
‘Both'passeges'c1ear1y indicate that the purpose of the court visit.
of,the\h01ders of dependencies was to give a report of their state's
affairs to the Chou king and to receive instructions from the king.
The court visit of the holders of dependencies to the Chou royal
house was one of the devices by which the Chou king controlled the
holders of dependencies in that he received their reports and gave
them instructions on how to manage their states,

~In cdntro]]fng the ho]ders'bf dependencies, the Chou.royal house
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had another device called the hsun shou - @Lifjeg , or "tour of

.inspection.” As to the tour of 1nspect1on by the Chou king, the

Chou-11; the Li- ch1, and the Tso chuan preserve ment1on of it.

According to the Li- ch1

The Son of Heaven, every five years, made a tour
of inspection through the fiefs. In the second month
of the year . . . he gave audience to the princes;
inquired out those who were 100 years old . . .
where any of the spirits of the hills and rivers
- had -been unattended to, it was held to be an act of
irreverence, and the irreverent ruler was deprived.
of a part of his territory. Where there had been
neglect of the proper order in the observances of the
ancestral temple, it was held to show a want of filial
- piety, and the rank of .the unfilial ruler was reduced.
Where any ceremony had been altered, or any instrument
of music changed, it was held to be an instance of
disobedience, and the disobedient ruler was banished.
Where the statutory changed, it was held to be rebelljon,
-and the rebellious ruler was taken off. The ruler who
- had done good service for the people, and shown them
~an example of- v1rtu§5 received an addition to his
territory and rank :

The’neXf<pé$sage centfnues to say that the Son of Heaven continued his
tour to the south, the west, and theinorth,\observing theveame cere- .
monies'ane inspeetihg eaeh seate. Tﬁis implies that through his
persenai*trip, the Chou k{ng‘eXamined the condftion of government

and the realities of the people's lives, and allotted rewards and
punishments;to,the,he]ders[aceordingly. However, it seems unlikely
'.that the Chou king made a reguTar brectice of such trips to check out
e1lyofvtheAdependencies at certain fixed times. But théfe 1§ no doebt
that the Chou king made some trips because these are ment1oned in the

Menc1us the Sh1h -ching, ‘and the bronze inscriptions, The Mencius says:
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The emperor visited the princes, which was called
a tour of inspection . . . . It was a custom in
the spring to examine’ the p10w1ng, and to supp]y
any deficiency of seed, and in autumn to examine
the reaping, and_assist where there was a deficiency
of the crop. When the emperor entered the boundaries
" of a state, if the new ground was being reclaimed,
and the old fields well cultivated; if the old were
nourished and the worthy honored; and if men of
distinguished talents were placed in office; then
‘the prince was rewarded . . . if on entering a state,
the ground was found Teft wild . . . if the ol1d were
‘neglected and the worthy unhonored; and if the
offices were filled with hagg taxgatherers then
‘the prince was reprwmanded

The Menc1us c]ose]y echoes the LJ_EDl_ However, the Shih- ohing and
the bronze 1nscr1pt1ons, which are the most trustworthy sources,
offer no details about the king' s persona] tr1ps to the dependenc1es,
a]though they do ment1on such tr1ps The Chou-sung section of the
Shih-ching says - "He makes h1s seasonab]e'tour in his state. n37
Accord1ng to the commentary, after the conquest of Shang, King Wu
‘made‘a tr1umpha1 tour across the state and offered a sacr1f1ce to
Heaven. A bronze 1nscr1pt1on shows that K1ng Ch'eng made an 1nspect1on
trip‘to the,southeastl The Tso-chuan has a statement about the
inspection trip of the king in the western Chou times. It runs:

" The pr1hces havetthe1r.serv1ces on ‘the king's

behalf, and the k1§g has his tours of inspection
among the pr1nces. ‘

Another passage says:

The k1ng3gade a progress of survey of the f1ef
~of Kwoh. .
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Ihe‘Shih-chinq, the bronze inscriptions, and the Tso-chuan clearly
Show~the king‘did make inspections tours-in Western Chou times, although
there is no information about the frequency or tﬁe conditions of
these tours to cupport the statements of the Li-chi and the Mencihs
Yet it is c]ear that through the tour of 1nspect1on, the king main-
tained persona1 touch with the holders of dependenc1es in various
parts of the country, ‘and 1mpressed the Chou royal authority upon
the holders. , By

Another kind of court vistttwas thé more informal Ch'ao-g'ing
(ﬁa%?ﬁg) or p'ing (Tﬁﬁg). The P'ing-i sectton of the Li-chi says
about this; | ‘ . - |

It was a statute made by the Son of Heaven for

the feudal lords, that every year they should

interchange a small mission, and every. three years

a great one; thus st1w51at1ng one another to the

exercise of courtesy
This sayé that in Wectern Chouttimes, trieﬁd1y vfsits among the holders
of'Aependéncies were arkanged by the Chou king. A similar mention of-

el Also the Tso- chUan seems to

this practice is found in the Chou-1i.
po1nt to the ex1stence of th1s pract1ce among the holders of
dependenc1es |

"It was an ancient regu]ationtthat the princes

of states should interchange these court-visits

once in five years, in order.to be&%er their

observance of the king's commands.
"The Li=chi and the Tso-chuan are;ﬁn'contradiction about the frequency

of these visits. According to othét indicatiohs in the Li-chi and
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the Tso- chuan, 1t seems sure that the friendly visit among the
holders of dependenc1es ma1n1y occurred when one of them died and
a successor was 1nsta11ed As to the purpose of the friendly visit
as’ arranged by the Chou royal house, the Li-chi says:

When the princes thus stimulated one.another to

the observance of the ceremonial usages, they

did not make any attacks.on one another, and in -

‘their states there was no oppression or encroachment.

In this way the Son of Heaven cherished and

- nourished them; there was no occasion for any

appeals to arms, and they were furnished with an

~instrument to maintain themselves in rectitude. 43

The L1 ch1 a]so says that fr1end]y v1s1ts among the holders of
dependenc1es was des1gned by the Chou royal house to promote good
will and fr1endsh1p among them, and to prevent the rise of d1sorder
and confus1on wh1ch cou]d affect the overa]] stab111ty and order

of the k1ngdom As a1ready 1nd1cated, the authent1c1ty of the Li-chi
as an h1stor1ca1 source is quest1onab1e However, it appears certa1n
that there ex1sted some type of fr1end1y v1S1ts exchanged among the
ho]ders as 1nd1cated in the Tso-chuan The fr1end]y v1s1ts exchanged
by the ho]aers must be seen as one of the dev1ces used by the Chou
roya] house to contro1 them Among these devices, it seems Tikely
that the court v1s1t was the most 1mportant Accohd1ng to the Li-chi
and the Tso—chuan the pract1ce of the court’ v1s1t symbol1zed the
Aspec1a1 pol1t1cal re]at1onsh1p between the Chou k1ng and the ho]ders

of dependenc1es - The Li-chi says.

The ceremonies at the court aodiences of the
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“;different seasons were intended to illustrate
the r1gh§&ous relations between ruler and
subject.. , . ‘

The Tso-chuan also runs:

_There are court visits, to rectify the true
position of the different ranks of nobility,
- and Eg arrange the order of the young and the
old.
The passages clearly indicate that the court visit served not only
as a means for reporting state affairs and reeeiviné instructions,
but also'as'an expresSion of the reletionship between sovereign and
subject in the Chou rea]m The Mencius says that if the holder
failed to appear at the Chou roya] court he was reduced in rank;
if he did not.appear asecond" t1me;~he was depr1ved of some of his
‘territdry; and if he failed totappear a third time, then the six
armies:of‘the‘king removed him. }The‘court visit was thus a principal
obligation of the ho]derS'as vassals of the Chou royal court.

The Chou roya] house not on]y contro]]ed the holders of the
dependenc1es w1th these dev1ces, but also bound them to the Chou
house on the bas1s of the1r'b1pod re]at1onsh1ps. The holders of
non-Chi surhame»who-were the heaes of the tribal groups allied with
'theFChou in. the’conqueSt of the Shang received a new surname from
«the Chou roya] house and were brought into the Chou clanship through
1ntermarr1age w1th the Chou roya] house Accordingly, they were
‘ addressed as materna] unc]e, the Po-chiu chiu ( 4()%) by the Chou king.

The ho]ders of the Ch1 surname were ca]]ed paterna] uncle, the
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Eg:f§j'}(1?9fl,);46' A1l were!apparently allowed to participate in
“the Chou ancéStor worsth.‘ To maintain its leadership as the tsung-
chu (2 F ), the keeper of the ritual chamber, and to keep order
among the numerous branch fam111es, the Chou royal house stressed
‘the ancestor worship and issued spec1a1 instructions about it to a]]
kinsmen who were granted territorial dependencies. The instructions
which were1giveh to Po Ch'in, the son of the Duke of Chou and the

future ruler of Lu state, are as follows:

Reverently and carefu]]y, ‘you d1scharge your filial
duties; grandly and respectfully you behave to
spirits and to men. I admire your virtue, and
~ pronounce it great, and not to be forgotten., God"
will always enjoy your offerings; the people will
be reverently harmonious under your sway. I raise
you, therefore, to the rank of High Rvke, to rule
- this eastern part of our great land.”’

Ahothef passagé fn the Shih—ching runs:

-~ The descendant of the Prince of Chou (Chou kung),
the son of prince Chuang, with dragon banners
-~ presents sacrifice; the six reins are Tike sinews;
in spring and autumn he never (slackens) is
‘neglectful, he offers the sacrifice without error;
the very august sovereign God, the august ancestor
~“-Hou Tsi, he sacrifices to them with red victims;
~ they enjoy them,. they approve of them, they send
-~ down blessings that are many; the prince of Chou,
the aggust ancestor w11] also bestow blessings upon
you.

These passages 1nd1cate that when the. holders of dependenc1es were .
enfeoffed they were 1nstructed to offer sacr1f1ce to the Chou

ancestors 1nc1ud1ng Hou Ch1, the found1ng ancestor of the Chou- clan.
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The Chou royal house also elaborated an ancestral cult system
and‘]aidAdown the de]icate‘ritua] of ancestor worship precisely to
thé smallest detail, for itself and the holders to observe. The cult
calls for seven chapels on raised.platforms, or t'ang (ﬁﬁ) in the
grand temple'caliéd'the‘t'ai?miao (7@~ﬁ§ﬂ). The central chapel was
dedicated to the first éﬁcestOr of the Chou clan, Hou Chi. On either
side wer;e the chapels of the thrée chao (3% ) and the three mu (/’/f‘fia‘ ). 49
Four of these--two.on either side--were allotted to closely re1ated<
ahcestors Qho were entif]ed to monthly sacrifices. 'The two other
side chape]§,>those nearest that of the Hou Chi, were reserved for
two remotefanCéstors who were no'1oﬁger entitled to'monthly but only
to seasona] sacr1f1ces . These were probab]y the "perpetua] home"
(shih-shih, {1 @2 ) of. K1ngs Wen and Wu, the founders of the dynasty.
The ‘ancestral cu]t systems -of the holders- of the- dependenc1es were -
arranged in the same‘way, except that they had only f1ve chape1s: two
for the néarer ancestors, two fbr mpre distant ones, and one for the
first ancestofiHou Chi; In each generation, a series‘of tablets was
diSp]atedione fénkkté‘a]Tow for the new tablet of the justadéceased
to be ihsta]]ed,,:Affer‘six generatibhs had passed, the tablet
attained 1ts;definitfvewb16ce, in‘fhe chapei of fhe first ancestor,

50 The chief

_where it took paft in the collective sacrifices,
'»moufnef~inrtﬁe ancestra1vrites and the chief officer of sacrifices
was supposed to be the eldest son bf the pfincipa] wife according to
the rule of primogeniture. Accord1ng1y, the Chou king who was

supposed to be the eldest son of" the Chi clan was in charge of
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ancestor worship and. the offering of sacrifice ih the Chou royal
house;'while the holders of dependencies, who were supposed to be
the ‘oldest sons of their clens, were also responsible for -ancestor
worship;in their states. The kinship between the Chou royal house
and the'hojders was supposed to remain closely linked through this
common ancesfordwdrship'add the sysfem of primogeniture, even after

the bfanch‘famiﬁies'of the Chi c1an‘had expanded greatly with the

1

pass1ng of t1me Accord1ng to some Chou ‘traditions, this blood

re]atxonsh1p between the Chou roya1 house and the holders was reflected
politically. The Kuo-yu shows thiS'dualistic relationship between

the Chou rqyél.house;and its holders. It states:

“In the ancient system, the royal domain was called

- the t'ien-fu, the areas near to the royal domain

- were referred to as the hou-fu, the area after the
hou-fu and the wei-fu was the pin-fu. The barbarians
of the I and Wan were the yao-fu. The barbarians

~-of Lung and Ti were the huang-fu. The t'ien-fu
offered the daily sacrifice, the hou-fu carried out
the monthly sacrifice.  The pin-fu conducted the
yearly sacrifice. -The yao-fu contributed the
tribute sacrifices once in six years. The huang-fu
appeared at the Chou royal court for the sacrifice
once in thirty years. It was the ancient custom
that the holders of dependencies carried out the
daily sacrifice, the monthly sacrifice, the yearly
sacrifice, the contribution of tribute once in six
years, and thgzappearance for the sacrifice once in
thirty years. o : :

Wh11e it is quest1onab1e whether th1s zonal system ex1sted or not the
passage 1nd1cates that the frequency of part1c1pat1on in the sacrifices

‘ or send1ng in of sacr1f1c1a] offer1ngs, depended upon the degree of

distance from the‘Chou royal house.. The Chou pen-chi section of the
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Shih-chi has the same description as the Kuo—xﬁ.53 A description of
the holders" participation tnhchoo’roya1 ancestor worship is found
in the Sh1h ch1ng, a genu1ne source for the Western Chou per1od

It states

- There are those who come, very concordant; they
arrive and stand, very solemn; assisting (at the
sacrifice) are the rulers and princes; the Son of
Heaven is very august. Oh we offer the large
male animal, assist us in setting forth the sacri-
fice; great was my august father, Eﬁ (tranqu111zes)
comforts me, his pious son .

The Kuo-yil, the Shih-chi, and the Shih-ching a1l suggest that the Chou
' roya] house had constant contact w1th 1ts ho]ders through part1c1pat1on
in the ceremony of Chou. royal ancestor worsh1p There are some other
indications in the Sh1h ch1no, suggest1ng that the ho]ders partici-
pation in the royal ancestor worsh1p occurred when they came to the
cap1ta] for aud1ences ‘The Sh1h ch1ng says »

fWhenAhe.comp]eted-the bui1ding of Lo-yi (the eestern

capital of Chou), the Duke of Chou received in audience

the holders of-dependencies and guidedsghem to the
shrine of King Wen to offer sacrifice.

Another passage runs: -

The poets say, the holders of dependencies came
to help the royal saggifice and visited the temple
of ancestor worship,

The Chou poets composedhthe fo]]owing hymn for the ceremony:

Oh you ministers and officers! Be attentive »
in your tasks; the king regulates your achievements;
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come and de11beraté, come and scrutinize. It is

the end of the sg91ng, what do you then further

wait for? . .
The commentary dates-the following poem to the time of King.Ch'eng
and the Duke of Chou:

The ho]deré of dépendéht1es made first the court

visit to King Ch' egg and offered sacr1f1ce at the

shr1ne of K1ng Wu .
~According to the commentéry, the Duke of Chou retired from the position
of regent to King’Ch'eng'éftgk helping him for seven years. When
~ King Ch'eng became‘fu11xru1er,~the‘holders~made»a court visit ahd
- offered sacrifice at'the’shring of King Wu. The Shih*ching says:

They appear- before the1r sovereign k1ng, they seek

“their emblems of distinction; . . . they are led

- to appear beforée the shrined dead father to show

their piety, to br1ng of§§r1ngs, to increase their

,v1gorous old age . . .
The poem shows when King Ch'eng took over after the Duke of Chou
retired,ithe ho]ders came to his court and carried out sacrifices
at the shrine of King Wu. A1l the‘indications in the passages of
the Shih—Chihg'show that whenever. the holders of dependencies made
court visits, they also offered sacrifices at the ancestral temple.
It seems that the holders' participation in the temb1e of ancestor
worsh1p may not have been conf1ned to. those of the Ch1 surname. The
Shih-ching 1mp]1es that the holders of non- Ch1 surname also parti-

cipated in ﬁhefChouAroyal‘ancestqr worship:
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. The descendants of gBe twoAkings,came to
~ help the sacrifice.

The contemporary poets composed the following poem for this occasion:

In a flock the egrets go flying, on that western
moat; our guests arrive (dignitaries assisting
at the sacrifice), they also have that appearance.
There, there is nothing to dislike, here, there is
nothing to disrelish (for the spirits, all our
. -offerings are perfect); may we constantly be in
attendance (1n the temple), é? order to perpetuate
- - the fame (of the ancestors)

The'Cheng I commentaky'identifies the descendants of the two kings
With the holders of Sung and Ch'i. As is known well, the state of
Sung waslgrapted'byvking WU‘to Wei-tzu; who pas one of the descendants
of the ]ast Shang. king and was supposed to maintain the sacrifices to
his ' ancestors The State of Ch'i was estab]1shed by King Wu in
honor of Yu who was one of the sage kings of ancient China. -Both
were fami]ies of nonjChi surname. The, commentary says they came to
offer.the sacrifice at fhe Chou:anceStra] temple. Anothef commentary
on the,ShiH%thipg also saysbthe same thing:

Wei-tzu made thekcouft'p1sit and offered

sacrifices to the Chou rgga] ancestors in
the time of K1ng Ch' eng. B

To praﬁse this, the contemporary poets composed the following poem:

. There is a guest who stays one night,
there is a guest who stays two nights; we hand
him tethers, to tether his horses.--We escort

- him, we attend upon him and comfort him; he
has great dignity, (Hggven) sends down felicity
that is very restful.. o :
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: Acéording'to the commentary, after the great rebellion against the
Chou  was crushed, King Ch'eng established Wei-tzu as the ruler of
the Sung state. Wei-tzu came to the Chou royal court for an audience,
and then offered sacrifice at the royal Chou ancestral temple.
Therefore, it may be concluded that all the holders of dependencies
in Western Chou times were supposed to- offer sacrifice at the Chou
roya1iancestra1'temp1e when=theyvCame to court for audiences, regardless
of their surname. When they made the court visit and offered the
sacrifice at the temple of the Chou royal ancestor worship, it seems
that they had the opportun1ty to show their. p1ety and filial duty
A verse in the h1h ch1ng runs as fo]]ows
The w11d duck are on the Ch1ng,
The ducal Dead reposes and is at _peace.
Your wine is clear, -
Your food-smells good.:
The Dead One qu1et1y dr]nks,
Blessings are in the making.
The wild-duck are on the sands
The Dead One is calm and well disposed
Your wine is plentiful,
Your food is good
The Dead One quietly dr1nga
B]ess1ngs are be1ng made
This verse was not one wh1ch was composed for the occasion when the
holders of dependenc1es came to the Chou royal court for audience
and-offered sacrifice at'the‘ancestral.temp]e. It was one of the
~verses used in the ceremony of ancestor worship in Western Chou times.
In the'Vérse, the impersonatdr qfithe‘dead man (a former Duke or

“ruler), was extremely dignified and ca]m,'thevsacrificia1 offerings

weré sincere, and through him the ancestor enjoyed the offérings and
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promised blessings. It was bé]ievednin Chou-times that when a sacrifice
was offered to the ancestor, he'came«down for the duration of the
ceremony, entering a 1iving‘persoh chdsen beforehand. Such a persbn

was not a representative of the'ancesfor, but the actual bearer 6%

the ancestor's soul. After the'ceremony, the ancestor appfeciated

the offerings and promiéed good fortune to his descendants. If he

had been a prince, he had wide powers that he could use to bless and
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protect the whole territory of his descendants. This ceremony of

sacrifice for the dead ancestor turned easily into a clan feast. A

verse in the Shih-ching says:

When death and mourning affr1ght us
Brothers are_very dear; . ...
When brothers are hard pressed
‘Even good friends
At the most do but .heave .a sigh..
Brothers may quarrel within the wa]]s,
But outside they defend one another from insult;
‘Whereas even good friends
Pay but short heed.
But when the times of mourn1ng or
Violence are over,
When altl is calm and still,
Even brothers
Are not the equal of friends
Set out your dishes and meat—stands
~ Drink wine to your fill;

- Al11 you brothers are here gggether

Peaceful, happy, and mild.

: Thé verse shows that after finishing the offering.of sacrifice, each
member of the clan shared the sécrificia] food and tried to promote
general good will. Need]ess to say, the regular practice of offering

sacrifice to the common ancestor, and the repeated clan feast, would

reaffirm consciousness of a common blood relationship, and engender
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friendship among the members. It is not hard to understand how the
Chouifoyal‘house could build up solidarity and a common bond among

the branch families and the relatives through such means. Among all
the control devices used by the Chou court to regulate its vassals,
~the sense of a-common relationship ‘inculcated through these communal

raligious events was certainly one of the more effective.



CHAPTER FIVE
~ CHANGES IN THE FUNCTION AND THE NATURE OF THE
TRIBUTARY SYSTEM IN THE CH'UN-CH'IU PERIOD

~ The emergence of new states in the Ch'un-ch'iu period’(ca 771-
k481_B.C.) coincided’with the breakdown of the feng-chien system of
the wQsterh Chou.; According to the study of Kuo Chung-t'ao, by the
beginning,of the Ch'un—chfiu beriod there existed one hundred seventy
states. With the weakening of the royal house of Chou, these states
began to pursue all the‘ﬁore their 6wn_individua1Apo1icies. A few

had already started to emerge as important states with sufficient power
to énable them to maihﬁain their predominance throughout the Ch'un-
chﬂiu period. .Richard L. Walker classifies the emerging states into
twoscategories;vthe_centra].ana'the~peripﬁera1, according to their
ré]a;iyezgebgkaphica1.po;ition, and the.degree:to which they preserved
Chou cu]tu}a1‘va1ues.\ The central states included the states of Lu,
Cheng, Wei; Sung, Ch'i, Ts'ao, Ts'ai, and.the royal ChouAstate in the
o]dlbu1tura1 heart of North_China; The main‘periphenal states were‘
-Ch‘in, Chin, Yﬁ, Kuo, and Liang in Shen-si and‘Shan-sig the state of.
Yen in‘the‘vicinity ofVmodern Pekingiv;In the south, extending in a
be]t a]bng,the Yang-tzu valley, were the states of Ch'u, Sui, Shen,
Hsi, Hsi, T'eng, Chiao, Chou, and Pa. 1In pkesent-day Chiang-su and
Che-chiang'wére the stétes of Wu and Yﬁeh ~ In the outer zone beyond
these per1phera] states ]1ved the barbarians -- the Ti ({L ) in the

Y

north the 1 (;é ) in the east, the Man (_ﬁg ;),1n;the south, and the

dung ( ﬁy ') in the west. |
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' At the beginning of the Ch'un-ch'iu period, the central states
had ‘already developed high1y regu1ated and specialized means of
cOmmunication; " They posseseed an advanced culture which they had
inherited from the Western Chou. The royal house of Chou continued
to‘have.soﬁe weight with these central states because it constituted
a ritual center, and because it could still exercise some pd]iticel
antherity when nece$sary.* The central states still recognized the
mora191eniof the‘fengechienfsystem. They were compact in size and
crowded each other. | | | |

| The~periphera1 states'had the‘advantageé of more convenience;
They were states that had come within the ambience of Chou cu]ture
in re]at1ve1y recent t]mes and they st111 preserved some of the old
‘barbar1an/cu1tura1 tralts.2 Therefore, they were less closely tied to
the'driginalifenQAChienasysten'and-ﬁts'moraTﬁlawga«Asﬂthey became
moresandjmoreVpnwerfnl,:theyfdeve]obed~a character of their own, and
soon they began to outstrip the eentrai states in power. Generally, A
theicentra1~states‘SUChWes’Cheng, Lu, Wei, Sung and the royal Chon
were less able io respond quickly to the new sﬁtuation, and gradually
they became'miner states, while the periopheral states which had more
room for expansion and deve]opment'quick]y conselidated their power
through' the annexation‘of sma]]érlstates or the absnrption of bar-
barien;terthOry. The per1phera1 powers then began to encroach upon
the centra] states,

" Statesmen of the time graeedeall the states into ranks according

to their‘nationa] wealth and strength:' the great powers, the
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j@;ﬁggs(jiﬁﬂ); the secondary powers, the tz'u-kuo ( gREQ), and

the small states, the hsiao-kuo (\Lqéﬁ). The great powers consisted
of Chin in the northeastsandlCh'u in the south, the secondary powers
included the states of Ch'in and Ch'i, while the central states of Lu,
Ch'eng, Sung, Ts'ai, and Ts'ao and Wei ranked among the Tlesser states 3
}Be1ow the small states were the so- called attached states, the fu-yeng
(?K?/ﬁS) and the colonies, the shu (/Z% ). But these were not recog-
nized as independent sovereign states.4

The increasing confrontations and struggles amohg‘these states

encouraged the development of po]itice1 centralization within each of
them. Rulers began to employ kinsmen_and'nonekinsmen'indiscriminate]y
for the sake of greatefvedministrative efficiency.5 With the rise of
_bureaucratic systems, political power devolved into the hands‘of
impersonal-bureaucracies, -whose ‘major goe] was to.serve.the .power .and

6

aims'of the,state' The reform of the tax system in Lu, the rise of

7 and the reorganization

the” chun hsien (prefectural) system in Ch u,
of the military system in Ch1n were some of the new measures carried
vout to 1ncrease power capab111ty in the states.

Socio-economic developments and changes were manifest in every
aspect of\]ife, 'There"epbeafed'ihdependent farmihg. Private ownership
of the Tand came ieto eXTstencebas.popu1ation expanded, ’Commercial
activities ahd‘trade sPread-out rapfd]y and deve]oped at the iﬁter-
state 1eve1.,,WTth the deve]obment'of commercial activities there came

the growth of a money economy. Thase changes‘brought about the gradual

emergence of new-social and economic groups including merchants,
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skiiied artisans and craftsmen,'and,the shih (X ) or scholar-
officia1:c1ass. The Ch'un-ch'iu period was. also a turning-point in
1nte11ectua1 deve1opment and change. 'The old concept of the
char1smat1c author1ty of the nob111ty underwent radical revision.
New ‘values mod1f1ed or nep]aced the o]d, and traditional terms acqutred
radita]ly differentkneanings andl'va1ues.9 New ideas sprang up in
exuberance. These inte]]ectua1 deVe]opments and changes took place
within the‘eontext of the traditional moral law, which was sti11 held
in some respect. in the'ChTun-ch'iu‘peridd.
~ Almost all of the states experienced these political and

intellectual developments, and euotVed into independent and sovereign
territorial units.rdemerstatements reported in the Tso-chuan indi-
“cate—thehnature~of~these-new~states:

fn pass”thnoughsdun,state without asking our

permission is to treat our state as if it were

a border (dependency of) Ch'u-, . . is to deal

with.it as if Sung were not a state. If we

put to death its messenger, Ch'u is sure to

invade us, and Sung will pe61sh In either case

Sung ceases to be a state
It was customary for envoys to obta1n perm1ss1on when they passed
through a state wh1ch Tay 1n the path of the1r m1ss1on, Envoys whok
attempted to pass w1thout perm1ss1on vere se1zed and put to death
: The Sung m1n1ster, Hua Yuan put the envoy of Ch'u to death, know1ng
'that Sung was be1ng provoked by Ch u. Sung then was invaded by Ch'u.

Th1s 1nc1dent 1nd1cates the extent to whlch the sma]] state defended

and va1ued 1ts sovere1gnty even under the pressure of a great power.
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Another passage in the Tso-chuan also shows the role of the
concept of sovereign in dealing with internal affairs:
If when any of the ministers of our ruler leaves
- the world, the areat officers of Chin must deter-
mine who sha]] be his successor, this is to make
wCheng a district or border ( Rendency) of Chin
. - it ceased to be-a state
The state of Cheng was one’df the small states under pressure from
Chin and Ch'u, who were competing for the hegemony at the time. The
passage shows that the state~of Cheng was strongly opposed to the
interference of Chin in its domestie affairs. The incident discloses
the extent to.which‘a small state might insist upon managing its
internal affairs completely independently, regardless of pressure
from the great powers;j~ |
~ These states,a1so~considered themselves territorial states, and
as such they refused to yield so much as an inch of ground in terri-
torial disputes. According to the Shih-chi:
The boys in Pi-liang, a border town of Wu, and
Chung-1i, a border fown of Ch'u, disputed over
a mulberry tree (between the border of two states).
_Both sides attacked each-other in anger, and some
people of Pi-1iang were kilted, Then Ta-fu of
- Pi-1iang attacked Chung-1i. The king of Ch'u
destroyed Pi-1iang with his army12 The king of Wu
~also destroyed Chung- 11 of Ch'u.
The’passageS“élea?]y show'thatveath state;in the Ch'un-ch'iu peridd was
an 1ndependent terr1tor1a1, and sovere1gn unit, with its own governing

system and m1]1tary force, - Inter-state re]at1onsh1ps dur1ng the

Ch'un- ch Ju per1od were accomp]1shed on the basis of these independent
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and sbvereign states, which tdgether made up a multi-state system.]3
In the intercourse of the states in the Ch'un-ch'iu period,
the ru]ers of these new states were equa1]y addressed as chun (;3 ),

12
the sovereign, regard]ess of their forma] titles, i.e., duke (kung

>//> Y, marjqn.is(@'(% ;),_ ear] (@_{(3‘), viscount (g/} ), and-
baron,(ngn.g% ), which had supposedly been conferred by the Chou
rdyal'h0u$3;14 The Tso-chuan neponts the following speech:

My chun thanks the chun of Ch i for h1s kindness

" in setting the temple of our ancestors at peace 15
and a1so thanks the chun of Cheng for his 1oya1ty

The statement’in the passage was given by Shu-hsiang, a statesman of
Chin, to the honorable guests of the marquis of Ch'i and -the eafllof
Cheng,’at a state'banquet”arfanged by the marquis of Chin." Chin was
then a great power, while Chff was ‘a secondary power, and Cheng was a
small state, There were great differences among these three states

in size of terrltory and popu]at1on national wealth, and military
power, Desp1te these facts, the same name - (chun) for the rulers of .
‘the three states meant thatkeach-ruler was equal to the others, no
matterdthe7reaj size or power of tne state he ruled. State sovereignty
was also equa]ly'recognized fn the;stipu]ations of the treaties con- |
’ traeted among~fhe new states. In the Ch‘un{ch‘iu period, many multi-
.party treatfes were coneluded among the‘states.“ In most cases, fhe
treaties were bilateral and prescfibed mutual and reciprocal ob]iga-

16

tions for the part1c1pat1ng states. _ The'Tso#chuan provides an

example of thJs'1n the covenant of.K 'uei-ch'iu of 651 B.C, It says:
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A11 of our contracting parties should speak to
one another only in terms of fri$9dship after
~the conclusion of this covenant. S »

Anothef example from the TSo-chuan‘provides as follows:

- Al of our‘contr?gting parties should not
do this or that. : ’ -
The obligations stipulated in these tréaties, as indicated by the
term of "a]],"fwere'équaj fbr all the participating states. No
participating state‘cou]d possib]yiplaim that.its4sfgnature carried
any more weight than that of any‘othéf partiéipating state. There
was no distriminatibn of any kind in the stipulations of the treaties.
A]]'States‘in-theVCh'ﬁn—qh'iu.period were in theory equal when they
entered into tréaties; even though dffferent results might ensue in
the:enforcementnof the'tkeatiésff-Inﬂjnternationa1~po]itics,ﬂthe:A
u]timafe goal of theSe states was ‘the expression of their sovereignty
on a basfs of equality. -
f'However, the expaﬁSion'énd developmerit of the states was possible
only at the expense of neighbors, "Thus the absorption and annexation
of the‘weaker and*sma]]errétateé,by the,stronger.was the continued
trend. In the process, about one hundredkseventy states were réduced |
to thirteen by the end of the Ch'un-éh’iu'period.1g 'This trend con-
tinued‘throughoutfthe succeeding Chén#kuo period, and ended .in the
eventual unification of Chiha.by.Ch‘ih in 221 B.C, According to the
study_of Ch0h4yun Hsu, there Were abbdt 1212 wars in the period of

20

722-472 B.C;fand only thirty-eight years of peace, In this whirlpool
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of continuous war and struggle, the moral law and ritual ceremonies
of the Chou, while important, carried ]ittle weight unless power con-
siderations argued in favor of adherence. Although there was the
éepeated insistence that the Chinese states were considered as within

and the barbarians were considered as outside,2]

religious and cultural
ties and the common heritage were never the decisive factor in inter-
sfate politics. When necessity demanded, states did not hesitate
to form alliances with the barbarians.

In the meantime, the royal Chou had sunk to thé level of a small
state, and maintained its existence only by relying on the great states
such as Ch'i or Chin. The royal Chou still had ritual authority; it
monobo]ized sacrificeé to Heaven, and had the exclusive privilege of
investing or recognizing the rulers of states. When Ch'i or Chin
confroi]ed'the hegemony, - they.guided the rulers of the other states -
into,méking visits to the royal Chou court. However, the ritual
authority, sanction, and symbolic 1éadership provided by the Chou
cérried 1ittle weight in international politics. In the absence of
the central power of the Chou, states and leagues of states fought
each other in.accordance with their perceptions of national interest.

War was the final arbiter of survival. The survival of the small
states depended upon their ability to find allies or to pick the
winnihg side and join it. State security and power were the exclusive
concerns of the déy, and this led to the formation of leagues or

a]]iancés of states in the so-called period of the hegemony, the

pa-cheng (§§%73Q~)' The league or alliance, the meng (‘%5 ), con-
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Sistéd'genera1]y of several small states with a leading power, the
meng-chu (%ﬁi?& ), such as the.great powers of Chin or Ch'u, at its
head. The -Teague was made up of a series of bilateral treaties
'conc1uded for various purposes, such as mutual defense, trade,
marriage, or the maintenance of traditional friendship. The treaties
ca]]ed for arsolemn ceremony, usually held at an outdoor site. The
ritual began with the reading-aloud of the agreed terms in the
presence 6f the heads of the particibating states. The document,
which was written on a wooden p]anéhette or bamboo slips, was bound
to a sacrificial ox. An oath sworn among the participants pledged
them to friendship and good faith. The presiding ruler then cut the
- ear of the sacrificiaikviCtim,‘and smeared its blood on the treaty
and on the 1ips of the contracting parties. One copy of the treaty
was buried with the sacrificiaT victim to notify the god of the soil.

22 The formation of a

Each of the signatories also kebt a copy.
league or alliance fostered a semblance of stability and peace for a
greater or lesser period of time.b This provided an incentive for
vigorous dipfomatic activity among the states, and there accordingly
came into being some new rules and ceremonies pertaining to interstate
re]atidns. | .

According to the Tso-chuan, there were four kinds of formal
interstate céntacté: the outdoor conference, or hui ((%? ); the
friendly mission, or E:jgg_(jﬂgg ), the ad hoc envoy or mission,
the hsing-jen (4A), and the court visit, the ch'ao (B ).

The outdoor conference, or hui, was a pre-arranged meeting of
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| ru]ers:of_different states. It was a special face-to-face meeting.
The conference was usually held in the open, by a Take or on hills
near some sacred spots. The outdoor element of the conference suggests
thaf the custom may have originated in an epoch of 1ess’confident
interstate relations, when rulers dared'not open their capitals to
other ru]érs who were atcompaniedbby their retainers. The business
discussed at such conferences included joint war plans; consultations
on defense or intervention into other states; the making of peace;

the reaffirmation of friénd]y re]atidns; and the arkangemént of
marriages between ruling fami}ies. The mission (p'ing) was a friendly
inquiry sent by the ruler of one state to ahother. It was a kind of
deputized communication among the states. It was practiced more
frequently than personal contact among rulers or nobles. There were
courtesy missions and the diplomatic missions. Courtesy missions
were sent to marriage and funeral cefemonies along with certain gifts,
while diplomatic missions were used to request the extradition of a
usurper and his accomplice, to ask Foreign aid in domestic troubles,
or to report to a friendly ruler the conclusion of a peace. A
conference of -rulers was pre-arranged by dispatching this sort of
mission.23 The ad hoc emissarieé were messengers used to carry on
most of the preliminary work in ény matters of importance, They

were selected from among officials of high }ank, and they enjoyed
diplomatic immunity whf]efcarrying out their missions. There was
another ferm,'ﬁ§jgg:jgg_which cdu]d be rendered as “envoy." He had

about the same function as the shih‘({i&a).24 The court visit involved
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the visit of one ruler to another. In this case, in contrast to the
outdoor confekence, thé visiting ruler went into the capital of the-
host state, and the meeting was held in the ancestral temple or the
palace of the host ruler. 1In the ceremony, courtesy was paramount
and any discourtesy was taken seriously. The court visit was the
supreme expression of ffiend]y relations and good will among the
steites.25 Among all these practices, the friendly mission and the
court visit were the most important in international affairs during
the hegemony period. To understand the friendly miésion and the
court visit, it is necessary to pay close attention both to the
political tensions and struggles among the states, and also to the
internal okganizationlof the league systeh.

As -was mentioned above, the formation of a Teague or alliance
consisted mostly of the small states lined up behind a leading power.
However, the relationship of the leading power with its smaller allies
was clearly one of superior and inferior. According to the Tso-chuan:

‘After the covehant of today, if the state of
Ch'ing hear any commands but those of Tsin, and
incline to any other, may there happen to it

accordingzgo what is (imprecated) in this
covenant! :

Another example in the Tso-chuan says:

The reason why the states acknowledge the
supremacy of the ruler of Tsin lies in the
rules of nropriety, by which are (here) to
be understood the service of a great state
by a small one . ., . . The service appears
in obedience to th§7commands which are given
from time to time,
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The examplesiindicate that in the league system, the leading power,
or meng-chu, could command the allied small states and the small
states were supposed to obey the Teading power, acknowledging its
supremacy. As to the reason why the small states acknowledged the
supremacy and followed the commands of the leading power, the
Tso-chuan states asyf01iows:_

In the covenant of Sung, your lordships' commands

were for the benefit of the small states, and you

also ordered us to seek the repose and stability

of our a]ta§§, and the protection and comfort of

our people. ' '
As indicated in the passage, the small states accepted the lordship
and cbmmand of the leading state for the protection and benefit of
their own states. In return for protection and security, the allied
small-states were responsible for making certain payments. -For example,
in the case of the state of Lu, which was an ally of Chin:

In its re]afion with Tsin, Loo contributes its

due without fail; its valuable curiosities are

always arriving; its princes, ministers, and

great officers come, one after another, to our

court. Qur historiographers do not cease

recordigg. Our treasury is not left empty a

month, ) :
The paésage indicates that the. state of Lu‘sent its contributions
periodically to the court of Chin, and that its rulers and ministers

often visfted the court of Chin. The state of Cheng was also one of the

sma11 states which allied itself with Chin:

Through the orders of your great state



114

coming not at an irregular time, our state has

been wearied and distressed; at anyt§ﬂe some

unlooked for requirement might come.
According to the inditétion of the passage, the state of Cheng sent
its regular contribution or offerings to the court of Chin but also
had to render additional contributions at the sudden demand of the
leading power. Because of this, Cheng was on the edge of ruin. The
state of Ch'u, which was another great state in competition for
control of the hegemony'with Chin, was as quick as Chin in exploiting
its small state allies. The stafe of Ts'ai was one of the small
states ‘allied with Ch'u:

o At an earlier period, Duke Wan of Ts'ae had

wished to serve Tsin, . . . through fear of

Ts'oo, however, he died without being able to

carry his .purpose into effect. After this, the

people of Ts'oo laid their §?quirement on Ts'ae

without regard to any rule.

P'aou, the viscount of Hoo still refused to do

service to it, saying "preservation and ruin

happen as appointed; why should I incur the

numerous expenses connected with serving-Ts'oo?"32

The passagés indicate that the states of Ts'aj and Hu paid heavy
contributions.at the frequeht démand of Ch'u. According to the
indications above, in the hierafchica] relationship of superior

and inferior, the small states by agreement or demand paid heavily
for the security ahd protection-of their states, while acknowledging
the superiority of the great powérh On the other hand, when one of
the allied small states was thréétened or invaded by cher states,

the leading power was required to mobilize its own army and those of
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the other allied states to protect'jts ally. The Tso-chuan stylizes

this relationship with the terms hsiao shih ta (ll\ﬂkf;) and ta tzu

hsiao (1&?4&, which meant the serving of the great by the small, and

33

the cherishing of the small by the great. The way this relationship

was 'intended to work is discussed in the Tso-chuan:

When a great state visits a small one, it should

do five good things; be indulgent to its offenses,
pardon its errors and failures, relieve its
calamities, reward it for its virtues and laws,

and teach it where it is deficient. There is no
pressure on the small state. It cherishes (the

great state's) virtue and submits to it . . . when

a small state goes to a great one, it has five bad
things to do. It must explain its trespasses, beg
forgiveness for its deficiencies, perform governmental
services, and contribute its proper dues, and

attend to its various offerings, felicitate (the
great state) on its happinegi, and show its condolence
with it in its misfortunes.

The passage seems to advance a doctrihe that the great states were
responsible for the maintenance énd.protection of the small ones
through its kind'guafdianship and advice, while the small states
should happily submit themselves to the great ones. The peaceful
co-existence of all states should result from the observance of these
hierarchical éu1es. The small states should extend good faith
(M/{% ), and the Targe one benevolence (jen{= ).35 These
reciprocal obligations among the states reflected in a new way the

_ mora1 law of the feng-chien system of the Western Chou. 1In fact, in
'many.ways rulers of the states were bound in their actions by the
old rules of propriety. Excessive contributions were protested on

36

these grounﬂs by the small states. Actions of rulers that violated
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the rules of propriety were remonstrated against by ministers.
There were punitive expeditions to punish the disobedient.37
However, as the strongér states gradually annexed and absorbed

the weaker, the sense of solidarity based on good faith and |
benevolence in the multi-state 1éagues began to disappear. Continued
military pressure and threat was imposed on the small states. The
Tso-chuan records this situation as follows:

Through the smallness of our state . . .

whose demands upon it come we know not when,

we do not dare to dwell at ease, bgg collect

all the contributions due from us.
This was the case of Cheng, which was located between the great powers
of Chin and Ch'u. The state of Cheng was often invaded by Chin and
Ch'u as those big states fought each other for control of the hegemony.
In the alternate invasions of the two great powers, the only thing
Chéng~cou]d do was to make huge offerings to both the states. Another
example of this kind is the case of T'ang:

T'ang is a small kihgdom. Though.I do my

utmost to serve those large kingdoms on either

side of it, we cannot escape sufgsring from

them. What course shall I take?
In the Ch'un-ch'iu period, the state of T'ang was located between the
states of Ch'u and Ch'i. In order to survive, the ruler of T'ang
sent payments to both of the great powers. Yet the state of T'éng

still suffered military threat from the great powers. To get some

idea of how to escape the situation, the ruler of T'ang sought advice
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from Mehcius. Mencius said "dig deeper your moats, build higher

your walls, and guard them along with your beop]e. In case of attack,
be prepared to die in your defense, and have the people so that they
will not leave you. This is the'proper course." An idea Mencius
suggested hére was that people will respond happily to a benevolent

40 The advice of Mencius proved

government and will even die for it.
impossible to follow, however. - The Tso-chuan indicates another way
in which the small states mightvhopé to survive:
. the way in which a éma]] state escapes

(being incriminated by) a great one is by sending

to it friendly missions and making various

offerings, with the hua?red things set forth

in the court-yard. . .
" The sma]]istates' best survival strategy was to listen to the demands
of -the.great power and send the required offerings, in accordance with
the idea that "the great are served by.the small." According to the
Tso-chuan:

A great state commands, and a sma]14§tate

obeys. I know nothing but to obey.

But there came a point when the small states could no-]onger

meet the demands the great powers laid upon them, and when they could
no Tonger pay, they were extinguished. The reciprocal obligations
between great and small states changed into a one-sided obligation
Taid on the small, This international situation called for the great

poWers to assume the lordship in the absence of the central power of

the Chou, but since the small states were not created by the great as
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part of an effort to control a large réa]m, the moral obligations
that bound them all together were much weaker than in the case of
the feng-chien system of the Weétern Chou.

In the heyday of the system; the ob]{gations inherent in the

hsiao shihta relationship were often discharged through friendly

missions and court visits. The Tso-chuan says:

I have heard that the way in which a small state
escapes (being incriminated by) a great one is

by sending to it friendly missions and making
various offerings, on which there are the hundred
things set forth in the court-yard. Or if the
prince go himself to the court (of the great
state) to show his service, then he assumes a
pleased appearance, and makes elegant and valuable
ﬁresagts, even beyond what could be required of
im.

As to the frequency of these friendly missions and visits, the Tso-
chuan states as follows:

When Dukes Wan and Seang'of Tsin led the states,

the rule was that the other princes should appear

in the court of Tsin once in five years, and44

send a friendly mission once in three years.
This refers to the time when Chin assumed control of hegemony under
the leadership of Dukes Wan and'Hsiang. According to the commentary
of Chehg I, the frequency was the same as that observed by the holders

of dependencies toward the royal court in the Western Chou period.45

This is the frequency mentioned in the Li-chi.*®

However, the
frequency of missions and visits in the Ch'un-ch'iu period seems

actually to have depended upon the desire of the leading state:
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The duke was at the meeting of Wei the month
before this . . . . He went to Tsin, says
Tso-she, on a court visit, and to hear how
often such visits, and vz§its of friendly
inquiry, should be paid.

In the 9th month, Yew Keih of Ch'ing went

to Tsin, to inform that court, that the earl
was ‘going to the court of Ig'oo in compliance
with the covenant of Sung.

This shows that the number of visits of the small states to the great
howers might bé a matter stipulated in a treaty. The numbers of
friend]y missions and court visfts_seems to have increased whenever
the internationa]'situation_deterioratéd, as happened when Chin held
the control of the hegemony again in the thirteenth year of Duke

Ch'ao okau. The Tso-chuan diécUsses this:

.. the king required the princes every year to
send a complimentary mission, that they might be
kept in mind of the contributions they had to pay;
after the interval (of a year), they went themselves
to court for the practice of ceremonies; when the
time for a second visit to court came, there was a
meeting for display of (the king's) majesty; when
the time for a second meeting came, there was a
covenant for the exhibition of his clear intelligence.
The keeping of their duties in mind was to secure
the (continuance of) friendly relations . . .

From antiquity downwards, these rules, we may say,
were never neglected. The principles of the
presérvation or the ruin (of states) depended on
them, - It 1is the EB]e for Tsin to be lord of
covenants . .

The speech in the passage was delivered by Shu Hsiang, statesman of
Chin, when he went to the state of Ch'i to explain the reason'why

Chin was trying to renew its relationships with the other states.

As indicate& in the passage, Chin tried to set forth the practice of
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friendly mission every year and a court visit once in two years. As
to the reason, Shu Hsiang went on to say:

.if they observe the ceremonies, but do not have

a feeling of awe, then order comes to be without

respect; if they have a feeling of awe, but do

not declare it, their respect is not sufficiently

displayed. The want of that display leads to

the casting away of respect; the various affairs

of business are not brought to a succesgau] issue,

and there ensue downfall and overthrow.
Then he suggested that increasihg thé frequency of the friendly missions
and court visfts, based upon proper rules handed down, from ancient
times, would cover up these deficiencies and bring about harmony and
concord among the states. HOWever,_Ch'i rejected the Chin proposal,
because it did not want to 1ncreé$e‘the'exchanges to the benefit of
, Chin.. Knowing1that.there was also disaffection among the other states,

51 Then the states grew afraid of

Chin eniarged,its military forces.
it, and submitted to its wishes., What all this shows is that visits
and missions to Chin increased'as a direct result of its demonstration
of military power. The smaller and weaker states had no choice but
to Tisten to the demands of the great power,
Another examb]e in the Tso-chﬁan seems to suggest that the court
visit was carried out only by the small states:
" On the acéession of any prince, sﬁa]]er states
appeared (By their princes) at his court, and
larger ones sent friendly missions for the

continuance of their frig@dship, and cementing
their good faith . . . . o

The Tso-chuan says nothing about great states paying court visits to
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small ones during the period of the hegemony. fhis leads to the
supposition that a friendly mission might be sent by a great power
to a small state, while the court visit was made only by the small
states to the large ones. This must indicate that the ceremony of
the court visit, which meant a'visit of the ruler of a small state
to the court of a great'one, iné]uded special functions and had a
subserviehf connotation in the hierarchy of international relationships.
However, concerning the practical function and meaning of the

ceremony of the court visit, the Tso-chuan has nothing recorded
directly. The records about court visits in’the Tso-chuan show them
to have been highly ceremonial affairs directed or affirming good
relationships among tﬁe states. As has been stated, the court visit
was a visit of one ruler-to another. The courtesy;of the host ruler
toward the visiting one was a]]-imbortant,'as it ‘'was an expression of
the highesf;friendship between the two countries. Yet such a visit
might Be prompted by fear. The Shih-chi states:

In the summer of the twenty-seventh year, the

Duke of Cheng made a court visit to Chin. In

the winter of the same year, he made a court

visit to king Ligg of Ch'u because of fear of

Ch'u's strength.
The passage'discloses that a court visit froﬁ the sﬁa]] states might be
motivated or forced by military threat. In this regard, Han Fei-tzu

correctly characterizes the nature of the ceremonial court visit as

follows:
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| Thus whoever has great strength sees others

visit his court; whoever ha§411tt1e strength

visits the court of others.
The passage indicates that the smaller and weaker states were expected
to make court visits to the stronger ones. Although Han Fei-tzu
lived in the Chan-kuo period, his statement reflects the realities
of inferior-superior relationships among states in the previous
Ch'un=Ch'iu period. As to one function or purpose of the court visit,
the Tso-chuan says:.

In the 7th month, my ruler further appeared at

your court to comp]egg the business of (the

submission of) Chin. '
This concerns the situation where the state of Cheng, which was one of
the allies of Ch'u, took sides with Chin and made a court visit to the
ruler of Chin to offer submission. Another example in the Tso-chuan

also indicates this:

The year after (the meeting at) Keih-leang,

Teze-keaou being old, Kung-sun Hea attended

our ruler to your court, when he had an audience

at the summer sacrificeSGand-assisted in holding

the offerings of flesh.
This example indicates that when a ruler of a small state made a court
visit, he not only attended at the court but also offered a sacrifice
at the ancestral temple of the superior power. As previously dis-
cussed, this practicékwas carried out in Western Chou times, when

the holders of dependencies made court visits to the Chou royal house

and also offered sacrifice at the royal ancestral temple. Much later,
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in the Han Dynasty, it was simi]ér]y the practice to have subjugated
barbarians participate in the sacrifices at the imperial ancestral
temp]e.57 Participation in such ceremonies meant political submission
in primitive times. It must have meant much the same in the Ch'un-
ch'iu period.
According to an indication in the Tso-chuan:

In summer, the people of Tsin summoned (the earl

of) Ch'ing to appear at their court, when the

people ‘of Ch'ing employed the Shaou-ching, 58

Kung-sun K'eaou (Taze-ch'an), to reply. . . .
The summons of the ruler of Cheng by Chin happened when the earl of
Cheng took his departure before completing his court visit to the Chin,

59 When Chin summoned

because Chin did not behave courteoqs]y to him.
him,ﬂthe,Ear]~of Cheng sent. two of his ministers to‘explain the matter.
The Tso-chuan also records a court visit by the ruler of a small
state}»during which certain mi]itary'mattgrs were discussed.60 This
might mean that the 1eading'power could summon the ruler oan small
state for certain political or Miiitary reasons. The political
situation of the small states is more clearly seen in the Han Fei-tzu.
It says:

The ruler of men, if his country is small, has to

serve big powers, and if his army is weak, has to

fear strong armies. Any request by a big power

the small country always has to accept; any demand

by a strong army the weak army always has to obey.6]

Han Fei-tzu simply. indicates that the small and weak states had to

accept any demands from the strong ones. According to the indications,
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it seems likely that the ceremony of the court visit of the small
States‘to the great one was an expression of submission mainly in a
Eeremonia] but also oftén in.a more practical sense.

However, the political submission of the small states through
the ceremony of the court visit was not fixed permanently. Leagues
or alliances rose and fell frequently according to the changes in
the power balance, and shifts in each nation's interests. In accordance
with this trend, the attitude of the small states also changed

frequently:

Tsze-1'eng said "Tsin and Ts'oo make no effort to

~ show kindness (to smaller states), but keep
struggling for the superiority; there is no
reason why we should not take the side of the
(first) comer. The%zhave no faith--why should
we show good faith? "

Another example also discToséSIthe.reso]ution and will of the small

states:

After the covenant of today, if the state of
Ch'ing hear any commands but those of Tsin, and
incline to any othér, may there happen to it
according to what is (imprecated) in this
covenant! . , . after this covenant of today, if
the state of Ch'ing follow any other but that
which extends propriety to it and strength to
protect its people, but dares to waver in its
adherence, may there happen to it according to
(the imprecations in) this covenant, Seun Yen
said, "Change (the conditions of) this covenant."
Kung-sun Shay-che said, "These are solemn words
in which we have appealed to the great Spirits.
IT we may change tggm, we may also revolt from
your great state." > - .

This exchange between Chin and Cheng took place while they were making
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a covenant together, with Cheng submitting to Chin, which was the
leading power at the time. As indicated in the passage, Chin demanded
that Cheng obey it, and it tried to make this condition a stipulation
of ihe covenant. The state.of Cheng insisted that it would follow
the way of protecting its‘peop1e. When Chin tried to change this
condition, then Cheng threétened to secede from the covenant. In
fabt, the state of Cheng took sides with either Chin or Ch'u depending
on how its national intereét was affected, and wouid not bind itself
to either side. It chose which of the two it preferred to serve as
a "smé]] power serving the great." .Therefore, it can be said that
court visits by small states to the great ones followed a principle
of national interest, éven thodgh the.visit was a ritual expressioﬁ
of poiitica] submission, and‘acceptance of éertain political obligations
and duties to the great power, The court visits ended whenever the
small states' national interests were jeopardized thereby, even though
their relationship was a ritually permanent one of superior and
inferior,

In comparison with the ceremony of the court visit during Western
Chou times, it can be said that the same terminology (ch'ao )
continued in use in Ch'un-ch'iu times. However, the function ‘and
nature of thé ceremony of the court visit in each period were différent
in nuance, As was mentioned, the feng-chien system of the Western
Chqu consisted of numerous dependencies which were mostly established
by the royal house of Chou after the conquest of Shang. In most cases,

these dependencies were politically autonomous units and self-sufficient
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in economy, although they were organized-and interacted together
according to their place in the kinship hierarchy, at the apex
of which stood the Chou royal hbuse. To control these numerous
dependencies, the king of Chou developed a number of control devices
such as the doctrine of the Mandate of Heaven, the proto-bureaucratic
system, the title Son of Heaven,'and the vision of one world, the
t'ien-hsia. Among these control devices, the ceremonial court visit
of the holders of the dependencies fo the royal house of Chou was
one important means by which the royal house of Chou renewed the
sentimental and religious ties thaf bound them all together in the same
kinship group. In this régard,'the'practice of the court visit of
the ho]ders of dependehcies tb the royal house of Chou was also an
expression of fheir subordinate place in the framework of the feng-
chien system.4] |
By contrast, the Ch'un-ch'iu period consisted of numerous
independent, territorial, and Sovereign units loosely associated
together in a multi-state systeh. In the multi-state system, the
ceremoﬁy of the court visft was the means through which small states
dealt with large ones, but their political submission in a ritual
relationship of superior and inferior was only temporary and contihgent
upon short-term shifts in the larger 1nterstate power balance. The
political elites of the states bf the Ch'un-ch'iu period expressed
their mutual re]atiqnships in a moraT and religious vocabulary that

could not quite capture the new realities of power,



CONCLUSION

Until modern times, international fe]ations in East Asia were
established on a tributary basis with China as suzerain over all the
rest. This tributary system originated in the Western Chou times and
the first step in its u]t%mate development into a system of inter-
national relations took place during the Ch'un-ch'iu period. After
the conquest of the Shang, the royal house of Chou developed a series
of devices to control its huge territory. The feng-chien (tributary)
system was one of the most important of these devices. The system was
made up of numerous territorial dependencies established by the royal
house of Chou. The holders of these dependencies included close and
distant relatives of the royal house of Chou, and the heads of some
~ twenty-one tribal groups who were allied with the Chou in conquering
Shang. In character they were divergent and heterogeneous.

_The royal house of Chou established dependencies at strategic
points throughout the territory, along both banks of the Yellow River,
and stretching ffom southern Manchuria to the middle and.]ower'vaI]ey
of the Yang-tzu River. In each terr%tory granted from the Chou royal
house, the dependencies built Tocal settlements, walled cities, and
towns. These cities and towns, which were referred to as kuo, pang,
or feng, consisted of a walled urban area énd a surrounding agricultural
area, The walled urban area included religious and ceremonial centers,
granaries, garrisons, and residences for the e]ite. Each dependency

had independent judicial and tax authority, but all were linked in
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various ways to the royal Chou court.

To control the numerous and heterogeneous dependencies, the
royal house of Chou developed various practical and ideological
techniques. However, even though these devices and techniques played
important roles in consolidating and maintaining Chou royal power,
they were not afmed at the direct control of internal affairs in
each‘dependency._ The rqya] house of Chou, which had only recently
emerged from a tribal level of development, did not have any experience
of bureaucratic rule, and used another complex of techniques to control
the dependencies -- that is, the tributary system. According to the
information in the classical texts and in.the bronze inscriptions,
the tributary system provided for the court visit, the ch'ao, and
the tribute, ‘the kung. It is Tikely that the holders of the dependencies
were supposed to make the court visits in person to the royal house of
Chou at certain fixed times. During the court visit, the holders made
reports to the king, and received instructions from him. They also
expressed their filial duty as one ofAthe‘descendants of the common
ancéstor.by offering sacrifice at the royal ancestral temple. The
court visits of the holders were an expression of théir vassalage in
the framework of~the’feng=chien:system.

Eventually, however, fully independent and sovereign states
emergéd-out of'the breakdown of the fengACHien system. They con-
- tracted treaties among themselves on a basis of equality. However,
in the process'of increasing confrontation and struggle among the

states, international re]ationshipé gradually became hierarchical,
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with relative status based on nationa] wealth and military force.
The great powers assumed the hegemony in the absence of the central
power of Chou, and demanded the submission of the small states
together with heavy material contribufions and payments. This
situation was called shih-ta which meant that the small states must
serve the great. "Serving the great" in its ceremonial form
demanded that the small states pay court visits and make substantial
offerings. This symbolized the temporary political submission of
the small states. However, the re]ationship was nof permanent, but
changed in response to changing national interests and power. It
was a kind of cynical diplomatic praﬁtice carried on by the states
in a multi-state system, and lacked the permanent kin ties and
re]igiousAOVertones of the tribufary system in the Western Chou.

| Comparing the practice of the court visit of the Western Chou
with that of the Ch'un-ch'iu period, one finds that the same terminology
persisted in use. However, the nature and actual meaning of the court
visit ih the two periods were quite different. 1In Western Chou times,
the court visit was an expression of long-term vassa]agé on the part
of the holders of the dependencies to the king of Chou within the
framework of the feng-chien system; in the Ch'un-;h‘iu period the

purely coercive dimensions of the practice were most in evidence.
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Ancient
State (Surname) The Founder Location Modern Place
Chang Chiang Tung-p'ing,
({?‘i} ) ( %:) Shantung
Ch'ao Ch'ao hsien,
(4% ) Anhwei
Chen Ying-shan hsien,
(C%é\ ) Hupeh
Cheng Ssu Descendant of I hsien,
(@p ) (e ) Yao Shantung
Cheng Chi Son of King Li Hsien-T11in Hua—chou,
((‘@‘} ) (4 ) . Shensi
Ch'en Kuei ‘Descendant of Wan-ch'iu Huai-ning hsien,
(k) (0?% ) Shun Honan
Ch'eng Chi Son of King Wen  Ch'eng- Wen-shang hsien,
(qu}) (ﬁ@i ) o cheng Shantung
Ch’en-kuan Ssu Shou-kuang hsien,
(%% ) i) Shantung
Ch'én-hsin Wei hsien,
(C_@Zkﬁ? ) Shantung
Chi Chiang Chu-kuang hsien,
(%2 ) (f% ) Shantung
Chi Chi Son of the Duke Cheng-chou, Honan
(2%) (ks ) of Chou |
Chi Chi Ho-chin hsien,
(%) (4% ) Shansi
Ch1 Yu-t'ai hsien,
1?& ) Shantung
Chli quang T'ai kung shang Ying-ch'iu Lin-tzu hsien,
(f%T ) ~Q$5;) fu : Shantung
Ch Ssu Descendant of Yung-ch'iu Ch'i hsien,
(;r E () ) Yao Honan

O
T

\L\‘\—l

~—

Ch'i-shan hsien,
Shensi
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Tribe : Ancient
State (Surname) The Founder Location . .Modern Place
Chia Man-=cheng hsien,
(3 ) Shensi
N
Chin Chi Son of King Wen Ta-hsia Yuan hsien,
(f£ ) (1% ) Shansi
\
Ch'in Ying Descendant of Ch'in Ch*ing-shui hsien,
(7= ) (Eab ) Po I Shensi
Chiang Yigg Cheng-yang hsien,
(1) (E?L» ) Honan
Chiao Shen-chou, Honan
(4% ) |
Chiao Yu-yang fu,
(% ) Hupeh
Chia-fu Chin-hsian hsien,
(L) Shansi.
'Ching Chi Ho-chin hsien,
(L) ) | Shansi
Chiang Chi Son of the Duke Ku-shih hsien,
(2k§ ) (% ) of Chou
Chou Chiang Ch'un-yu An-ch'iu hsien;
(#}' ) (%é\ ) Shantung
Chou Yen-11 hsien,"
(4{% ) Hupeh
Chou-Tai Yin-hgai hsien,
(o 72 ) | Anhwei
Chu Ts'ao Descendant of Tsou hsien,
(%qg ) (A%? ) Chuan hsu Shantung
Chu Ch'i Desdendant of Ning-yang hsien,
(E%% ) (iﬁﬁ ) Yao Shantung
Chqu-]1 Yin-huai hsien,
(BRew) Anhwei
Chung-wu Su-ch'ien hsien,
(BL 2 ) Chiangsu
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(8% ) ()

- Tribe Ancient -
State (Surname) The Founder Location Modern Place
Chu Chi - Chu Chu-chou,
(gé ) (& ) Shantung
Chuan T'ang-ch'eng hsien,
(553 ) Shantung
Ch'uan Tang-yang hsien,
(1%% ) Hupeh
Ch;y . Mieh Desdendant of Hsing-chou,
(?é’ ) tﬁi ) Chuan hsi Hupeh
Ch'ueh-kung
)
%h'un ) Pai-ho hsien,
Shensi’
R
Ch'ung
(% )
Er Ying-shan hsien,
(Bx ) Hypeh
Fan  Chi Son of the Duke Hui hsien,
(L) (#% ) of Chou Honan
Fan Chung shan pu Ch'i-ytuan hsien,
(7-) _ : Honan
Fang Sui-p'ing hsien,
(?% ) Honan
Fei
(ABs)
Feng - Chjan
@) ()
Fégg Chi_ Son of King Wen Hu hsien, Shensi
(ZR) (4F )
Feng-fu Feng-ch'iu hsien,
(ﬁ‘{’)l'_) Honan
Han Chi Son of King Wu Han-ch'eng hsien,

Shensi
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Tribe _ Ancient

State (Surname)  The Founder Location Modern Place
Han ' Wei hsien,
(§g~) A ‘ Shantung
Ho. Chi Son of King Wen ' Ho-chou, Shansi

: i
(f/‘%"g ) (&%)
Hsi " , Tsi hsien, Honan
(= )

n .
Hsi-kuo Brother of Shen-chou, Honan
Q@%E) King Wen -
Hsiang Chiang
@) (2)
Hsiao-chu Ts'ao Descendant of T'eng hsien,
((‘JX[S ) ((’%7) Chu wen kung _ Shantung
Hsiab ~ | Hsiao hsien,
(%x ) Chiangsu
Hsign Wei
(Zn)  (fR)
Hsien . » P‘gi-chou,
(fs,) Chiangsu
Hsien-yu  Chi : Chen-ting fu,
(B2 ) (#% ) Hopeh

L
Hsing - Chi - Son of the Duke Hsing-tai hsien,
(jﬂ} ) (4%) of Chou ~ Honan
Hsu Yen ) Hsu-ch'eng hsien,
(4;? ) (&) . Honan
Hsu Chiang Descendant of Yeh hsien,
(24 ) (%) Po I Honan
HSE_ Yipg Desqendant of Ssu-chou,
W4 ) ()  Pol Anhwei
HsﬁnchUA Feng Descendant of Tung-p'ing chou,
a9 ) (iz)) T'ai hao | Shantung
Hstn Chi_ _ Chung chou,
(ﬁ% ) (12) - Shansi
Hu | Kuei Ying-chou fu,

(ﬁq% )‘ (Né% ) ' Anhwei
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Tribe Ancient
State (Surname) The Founder Location Modern Place
Hu, Ssu Hu hsjen,
| (/{é‘ ) (H0) Shensi
Hua Chi Fei Yen-shih hsien,
(';‘,;a ) (7% ) Honan
Htjgzng YL@.; Huang-chou hsien,
(%) () Honan
Hui Yun Descendant of Mi hsien, Honan
tﬁ%?) (£7.) Chu-jung
I Yun Chuan-wu Chi-mo hsien,
(%) (?ﬁ\ ) Shantung
Jen Feng - Descendant of Ch'i-ning chou,
(,{3’:_) (lé{,) T'ai hao Shantung
Jeng
(A13)
Jo Shang-rm’ Nei-hsiang hsien,
| (%F)) | Honan
Ju "Descendant of .
( 4%) T*ai hao
qur Tung-chou fu,
( 1-@) _ | Shensi
Kao Chi_ Son of King Wen Ch'eng-wu hsien,
(%’\5 ) (413) Shantung
Ko Ning-1u hsien,
( T/%D ) Honan
K%;# Ch'i Chin-chou,
(%) (_’;ﬁ]} ) Hopeh
- Ku , Yi)r}g Ku-ch'eng hsien,
(2% ) (i::fﬂb) Hupeh
Kuan Chi_ Son of King Wen Cheng-chou,
(*}% ) (&) Honan
Kuan Ssu Kuan-ch'eng hsien,
(=(3,) (L) Shantung
Kuei Mieh Hsiung Kuei-chou,
( {f;-i?; ) (ﬁ ) Hupei
K'urewu Chi Hsu-chou fu,
(Z %) (Z.) Honan
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Ancient
State (Surname) The Founder Location Modern Place
Kung Hui hsien,
(%) Honan
/N
Kuo Tung-ch'ang fu,
(%’5 ) Shantung
Kuo Pa hsien,
(ZEQ ) Shantung
Lai, Chiang Huang hsien,
.(fgi_) ( ) Shantung
Lai - Shang-ch'eng hsien,
(%5 ) Honan
Liao T'ang hsien,
4(2%% ) Honan
Liao Yen Descendant of Liao hsien,
« S 4! .
‘(, ,%3 ) (/\’ @) Kao-t'ao A’nhwe1
L;?, Li-chjeng hsien,
(Zﬁk ) | Shansi
Li Chjang Descendant of Shui-chou, Hupeh
(f@% ) ( ) Li-shan
Liang-~ ' Han-ch'eng hsien,
(% ) Shensi
Liu Yen_ .Descendant of Liu-an chou,
'(5%; ) Qfﬁ}-) Kao-t'ao Anhwei
Liu Chi Son of King Yen-shih hsien,
(@\ ) (4B ) K'uang Honan
‘Lo . Hsiung I-ch'eng hsien,
(%%i ) , (@ﬂi) Hupeh
Ly, = Chi - Son of the Duke Ch'u-fu Fu hsien,
(55') (. ) of Chou Shantung
\
Lu Cq;sng Ch'eng-hsi,
(\& ) (%) Honan
Mao Lai hsien,
(é%’ ) Shantung
Mao - . Chi ~ Son of King Wen I-yang hsien,
(% ) (4 ) 2 Honan
Mao Chi Son of the Duke Mao-hsiang Chin-hsiang hsien,
('gp ) (#5)  -of Chou | “Shantung
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()

Tribe . Ancient ,

State . (Surname) The Founder Location Modern Place
Mi Chi Mi hsien,
(¢ d?\) (»{ﬁi) Honan

Mi-hsu - Chi - Ling-t'ai hsien,
(534,@) (&%) | Shensi

Nan-yen Chi Descendant of Tsu-ch'eng hsien,

l@ 4&, tr{‘ ) Huang-ti Honan

Ni-Man Feng Descendant of Fei hsien,
(3773}}\3 ) ((‘(—;\L) T'ai-hao Shantung |

Ni- -man Ch'i Descendant of Feng Wu-k'ang hsien,
(’Eiﬁligp ) (43) Fang-feng Chechiang

Pa Chi Pa hsien,

(%)) (413) Szechwan

P'ei

(ZB) .

Plei Wei-hui fu,
(;W/i} ) Honan

Pei-yen ~ Chi Chao kung shih Ta-hsiang hsien
(J 3 ) (%) | o Honan

Pi ‘ Chi Son of King-Wen  Pi-yuan Hsien-yang hsien,
£%:) 4 < Shensi

Pi : Chi - Shan-1 hsien,
Uz ) (7% ) Shantung

Pi_ Jen Descendant of T'eng hsien,
(%}-r ) (4% ) Huang-ti Shantung
Pi-yang ~ Yun

a®y) &)

Po Hsi-p'ing hsien,

*3) Honan

Pu-k)gg Hsiang-ch'eng hsien,
(< ) Hunan

(AN

P'u-ku Po-hsi'ng hsien,

//ﬁ &) - Shantung

Shan Ch'i-yuan hsien,
(1;,% ) Honan

Shen Descendant of

T'ai-t'ai
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Tribe Ancient

State (Surname) The Founder Location Modern Place
Shen Chi Ju-ning fu,
(3,) (4,) Honan

"~ Shen Chiang Descendant of Hsieh Nan-yang fu,
(@) ( ’% ) Po 1 Honan
Shih Ch'i-ning chou,
(2}3 ) Shantung
Shu-chiu Yen Shu-ch'eng hsien,
(ahe) (&) Anhwei |
Shu-]j_ao Yen Shu-ch'eng hsien,
(/,\%?f.%;\) (A ) Anhwei
Shu yung Yen
4;? /f?) &)
Ssu Descendant of
(k) T'ai-t'ai
Sui Kuei Ningyang hsien,
(;\,%} ‘). (% ) Shantung
Sui Chi Sui-chou,
(?ﬁ ) (% ) ‘ Hupeh
Su Fen Descendant of Tung-p'ing chou,
U’I?Q ) g,l ) T'ai hao - Shantung
Sung Tzu Wei tzu ch'i - Shang-ch'iu  Shang-ch'iu hsien,
U%i ) (.3“ ) Honan
Tai ‘ K'ao-ch'eng hsien,
(.@ ) Honan
T'ai : Wu-kung :hsien,
(%) (%) Shensji
Tan_ Chi Son of King Wen Na-ch'u "Hsing-meh chou,
BE) () Hupeh
T'an Tzu Chi-nan fu,
f\%% ) (5 ) Shantung
T'an Chi Descendant of T'an-ch'eng hsien,
:,(\E) (&) Hsiao-hao Shantung

T'ang Ch'i " Descendant of Shui-chou,
(731 ) (ZB) Yao Hupei
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Tribe Ancient

State (Surname)  The Founder Location Modern Place
Tag- Ch'ueh-shan hsien,
(ﬁ ) Honan
Teng Ma Teng-chou, Honan
(B ) (&)
T'%Eg' Chi Son of King Wen T'eng-hsien,
Q%6% ) (#1%) Shantung
Tin Ting-ch'eng hsien,
('JTZ) ) - Honan
Tsu Chi Son of the Duke Tsu-ch'eng hsien,
QQﬁ;') (s ) of Chou Honan

~ Tsung-i Tun
B %) (%)
Tsung Hsu-ch'eng hsien,
(, ) Shantung
Tééii Chi Son of King Wen Ts'ai Ts'ai hsien,
(2 ) (%) Honan

. Ts'ao Chi_ " Son of King Wen T'ao-ch'iu Ting-t'ao hsien,
(6%; ) ({ﬂ&,) ' Shantung
Tu Chi Descendant -of Yao Hsi-an fu,
(A=) &) Shensi
Tun . Chi_ Shang-shui hsien,
(ﬂa_’ﬂ ) (dy) Honan
Tung-kuo  Chi_ Brother of King Wen Fan-shui hsien,
(@%z) (4y) ' Honan
T'ung Yen T'ung-ch'eng hsien,
Fa) (&) Anhwei
T'qg Tzu Chi-nan fu,
>
((ég ) (%) Shantung |
Wei Chi Jui-chou hsien,
UE ) ) Shans1
Wei Chi_ Son of King Wen  Ch'ao-ko Hsin hsien,
(ﬁ& ) 4z ) Honan
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Tribe Ancient

State (Surname) The Founder Location Modern Place
Wen Chi Su kung Wen hsien,
(32,) (S ) Honan
Wu Chi_ Son of King Wen Mei-1i: Wu-hsi. hsien,
(%) (¢, ) Chaigsu
Yang Chi I-shui hsien,
(R ) (afz ) Shantung
Yan_ Chi Hung-t'ung hsien,
('ﬁ"?—.‘, ) (fﬁ; ) Shansi
Ye’n/g Ymg Ch'u-hu hsieﬁ,
(7%) (\_,m,) Shantung
Ying Chi Son of King Wu Su-shan hsien,
() (tﬂ'?) | Honan
Ymg-smh Yen Descendant of Li-an chou,

.f- x ) (1% ) Kao-t"ao Anhwei

Yu Hsiang-yang fu,
(;“.ﬁ ) Hupeh
Yu-hsin

(4%
Yu'ch' 1ung

(‘7 )
Yu-Ti Yen Te-p'ing hsien,
(2 %) iz ) Shantung
Yu-min

(T%éf%)
Yu- yu Yao Yu-ch'eng hsien,
(”ffih,. (48K | Honan

_ Chi . Son of King Wen Yen-chin hsien,
(/@E.) (4 ) Shansi
Yi Yin Ch'i-yang Chin-chou fu, .
({2‘9'[5) (&‘z\ ) Shantung
Yu Chi Son of King Wu Huai-ch'ing fu,
(FE ) (if’: Honan
Yu Chi Descendant of Yii-chung P'ing-lu hsien,
(.}% ) (41 ) Chung Yung Shansi
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Tribe . Ancient
State (Surname) The Founder Location Modern Place
Yueh Ssu Hui-chi Shan-yin hsien,
(%f? ) (k) Chechiang
Yggn An-1u hsien,
(@p ) Hupeh |
Yuan Chi Son of King Wen  Yuan-hsiang Ch'i-yuan hsien,
(%) (iﬂ% ) - Honan
Yung Chu-shan hsien,
(7?% ) | Hupeh
Yung Chi_ Son of King Wen Hsiu-wu. hsien,
(% ) (4% ) Honan -
Yii yu-
ch'iu

Hsin-hsiang hsien,
Honan
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