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0_Introduction

Nylander (1984 & 1985) has proposed a verbal complementizer theory tor Krio s¢  say/that
to solve a problem raised for ECP (Empty Category Principle 1n GB theory) which subsumes the
that-trace filter Thas paper presents cvidence trom Mandarin Chinese for a complementizer also
violating ECP at LF paialleling that in Knio We show that this complementizer which s
homophonous with the full verb shuo *say’ 1s also a verbal complementizer, namely a category
intetmedidte between verbs and complementizers, possessing properties ot both and that the ECP
problem can also be satvaged by Nylandet’s theory

Treating and teanalyzing the ilem shuo say as a verbal complementize: can salvage the
above problem rassed (ot ECP and further imply that there exists a Null COMP position in
Mandann Chinese

|__ECP elfects 1n GB theory and a problem in Chinese

In GB theory, the Empty Category Principle which subsumes the that-ttace filtes 15 dehined as
lollows

Empty Category Principle (ECP) (Chomshy 1986)
[« €] (traces) must be properly governed
A properly governs B ift A theta-governs B or A antecedent-governs B

Government Mimmality

A governs B att A governs B ift there 18 no node Z such that
(1) A s a governor, {1) Z 15 a potential goveinor tor B3
(1) A m-commands B, (1Y Z m-commands B
(1) no bainier ntenvenes between A and B (1) Z does not m-conimand \

(1v) nunmmality 18 iespected
where eovernors we (1) heads
(1) co-indexed Xps
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The above ECP eftect which subsumes the that-trace filter can account for the contrast between
the tollowing two examples in English

(1) a *Whodo you think (cp t that (» €, 15 coming 7))

(1) b Whodo youthink (cp ¢, (» ¢ 1s coming 7))

In (1a) the presence of that in COMP position prevents t, from properly governing e,, violating
ECP However, now consider the following Chinese examples

(2ya DS (m thenwet {cp shuo (p shet hue la 7)
you think say/that who will come
Who Jo you think will come ?°

(2 b LF {(she, (m zhenwel (cp L, (shuo (p e huc lm?)
whe  you think say /that will come

Sentence (2b1 -which is the Logical Fotmy of (2a)--15 witten as (3) below for convemence of
discussions

(3 (shen, o zhenwer (op 4 (shuo (p er huc lar ?)
who  you think say/that will come
For which X you think that X will come ~

According to Huang (1982), Wh-movement 1n Chinese occurs at LE while ECP sull has to be
obeyed In the above example (3), the wh-item sher *who’” moves [rom 1ts embedded subject
positon (o the mtermediate Spec-Comp position at first step and finallv to the matiix Spee-Comp
posiion at LF Jeaving traces ¢, and t, respectively

In the thove axample (3) Chiese s/ro sav’ acts ike English complementizer that and ats
presence 1 COMP prevents t, fiom propetly goverming e, violaung ECP However this LT
formauon in Chinese 18 supposcd to be well-tormed That 1s, ECP wiongly predicts that (2b) o1
(3) should be tll tormed At this moment thete dare only two possibilities o explain this problem
with rcgand to ECP On the one hand we can claim thal Chunese WH-moyemen: does not
accessanhy obey ECP at LT On the othet hend we can also clam that this 1s not a teal CCP
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violation and other properties with respect to Comp should be examuned At this moment we aie
now prepared to examine the lexical characteristics of the item shuo ‘say’ in Chinese

2_The lexical characteristics of Chinese shuo ‘say’

21 Shuo as a tull verb

In Chinese, the above that-complementizer shue 1s homophonous with the verb
shuo *say - This verb shuo *say can take aspectual markings like the tegular verbs do as shown
below

(4) Zhangsan shuo guo hen duo  gushi
Zhangsan say  ASP very many story
‘Zhangsan has satd many stories *

(5) Zhangsan juottan  shuo guo List pnttan bu  hur la
Zhangsan yesterday say  ASP List today NOT will come
Zhangsan has said yesterday that List will not come roday

As d mam verb shuo say can also intioduce duect specch as i (6) 10 which the chaet
wouds of the speaker are quoted

(6) Zhangsan juottan shuo List yintian bu  hut lar
Zhangsan yesterday say  Lisi today NOT will come
‘Zhangsan has said yesterday, ‘ Lisi will not come today ™

Seatences (4) (5) and (6) show that shuo “say® has several patticulatties For one thing 1t
1ctans the litesal meantng of *say’ It can also occur as a main verb 1n a simple picticate as (4)
and (63 show to us In both cases this shuo ‘say’ functions as ategular full verb by taking an
wpectual marking just ke te regular full veibs do



1996 MALC

Hwang Chunese Evidence

22 Shuo as a thar-complementizer

On the other hand Chinese shiwo can also occur as ¢ complementizer introducing a clausal
complement In this case, 1t cannot take an aspect marker and lose the literal meaning of ‘say’ as
examples (7) and (8) show to us Moreover, the verbs which can precede this shuo ‘say’ are
limuted to verbs of mental action or perception such as thnk, know, believe, or verbs of
communication such as inform, tell and so on

(7 Ta zhidao (shuo) (*le/guo) List da le/guo gou
s/he know (SHUO/that) (FASP) Lisi beat ASP  dog
*S/he beheves/knows that Lisi has beaten the dog

(8) Ta rtongzht List (shuo) (*le/guo) Malimngtian bu  hut la
v/he inlorm  List (SHUO/that) (FASP)  Mailt tomorrow NOT will come
S/he intorms List that Mary will not come tomorrow *

Sentences (7) and (8) show that the item shuo appears to lose verbhood 1n that it does not retan
the literal meaning of sav and cannot take an aspectual marking like a verb and its funcuon 1 to
inttoduce o clausal complement

However 1 & Thompson (1981) suggest that the above constinctions (8) consisting of shuo
sav o Mandann Chinese should be treated as o form of indirect discourse with the optional
occutrence of the verb vive ‘say” befoie the object clause 1cpresenting the reported woirds Based
on the above analysis we claim that this shue 1< o {act o that-complementizer

On the other hand  afthough 1t was claimed that s/ o 1s an optional occurience as 10 (7) and
(8) as indicated by the parenthesis, this item tends to be an obligatory occurrence 1n some othet
syntactic tormations such as passivization For example

(9 List ber laoshe jinggao "(shuo) shanghe bu shu cho yan
Lis1 PASS tcacher wain 7(SHUO/lhm) in-class NOT allow smoke cigarette
Liv was warned by the teacher that smoking will not be allowed 1o class

Verbs which can occur in these passivized tormations and tollowed by shure belong to the
prolabitive verbs including vwercre mumidate” Aorehe hartass and so on
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The above sentence (9) shows that s/uo tends to be an obligatory occusrence mn passivization
formations

2 3 Shuo as a conditional clause introducer

In addition, shuo can also follow a conjunction such as ruguo 1f*, yaoshi A’ paru
assuming to troduce a conditional clause The conditional clausc can occur in scntence-inital
position as 1 (10)

(10) Ruguo shue  (fle/guo) i1 yuanyr wo hut ban ni mang
if SHUO ('ASPY youwish 1 will help you help
1l you wish Twill help you *

Sumilarly shio i sentence (10) does not ictan the literal meaning of say and cannot take an
aspect marker Instead the function of shuo 1s a grammatical marker which can only tollow some
certain conditional conjunctinos to mtioduce a conditional clause

The ahove discussions provide evidences tos us to claim that Chanese shue s a aategeay
which possesses both the propetties of a verb and complementizer When s/ occurs s 1 tuil
verb, 1t ictams the literal meaning of *say’ and can take an aspect markes hike the full veibs do
In contiast when shuo accurs as a complementizer or conditional clause muuducer which s
homophonous with the tull veib shuo ‘say’, shuo has been 1eanalyzed as a grammatical marker
inttoducing a clausal complement after verbs of communication or veibs ol mental action or
perception or conditional conjunctions In the process of 1eanalysis, the veib shao has lost
semantic and syntactic propetties and survives as a grammatical morpheme marking the
1elationship between clauses

3_Null COMP

As we have clammed sfuo possesses both the propertics of a verb and complementizes
However when shw occurs as @ full verb another sfuto tunctioning as a complementizer cannot
co-ocew with i Tnthis wav the ambiguty caused by the same shao (v thus avorded os o1y
Hustiates
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(11) Zhangsan shuo (*shuo) List mingtian bu  hw la
Zhangsansay  ("SHUO/that) Lis1 tomorrow NOT will come
‘Zhangsan has said that Lis1 will not come tomorrow *

The above sentence (11) indicates that the full verb shuo ‘say’ cannot co-occur with the
homophonous complementizer shuo as shown below 1n (12)

(I12) Zhangsdn shuo  (cp *shuo (i Listmingtian bu  hur lat))

Zhangsan says  (cp [ ‘that:‘ (i Lsst tomorrow NOT will come ))
e

Zhangsan has said that List will not come tomoirow *

In (12), 1t was indicated that when the matux veib ts shuo ‘say |, the position of COMP 1n the
embeded clause has to remain empty and cannot be filled by the homophonous complementize:
sihue

{n otha words  the non-co-occuntence ol the homophonous verb and complementizer /e
mdicates that shire say 1« a verb which permuts (¢ ove ¢) namely a nult COMP (Stowell [982)

In contrast othet verbs permit the COMP position Lo be filled cither obligatonly as in (13) ot
optionally as in (14)
(13) List ber  laoshi  jinggao (cp 7(shuo) (ip shangkebu shu cho yan))

List PASS teacher warn (¢ p[: that :l (i 1n-class NOT allow smoke cigarette ))
2
e

List was wained by the teacher that smoking will not be allowed 1n class
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(14) Ta zhdao (cp (shuo) (p List da le/guo gou ))

s/he know (cp l:(thm):' (» List beat ASP dog))
[

*S/he knows that List has beaten the dog ’

4 Shue as a verbal complemenuzer

Buased on the above analysis, we can claim that shue can be treated either as a full verb o
complementize1 Being a {ull vetb s/ueo has the meaning of ‘say® and can take an aspectual
mathing

In contrast while shuo accurs as a complementizer, 1t has lost the semantic mirprctation ol
‘say and svnlactic properties by failing to take an aspect marker However the metaphotical
sense of the verb mecaning say s stl retained As has been claimed thus complementizer
always follows verbs of mental action or petception (1e zhenwer think  wangun boieve o
“hidao know ) indicating people tend to say what they believe a1 what they sav 1n addinion
when this complementized tollows the veibs of communicauon (1¢ fong=hi intoum  jimg gae
vain ) the spoken words s mtiuduced which cotresponds to what 18 behieved o theught These
ndicate that the pragmauc distance between saving thinking beheving and knowingz s sl as
sageested by Lord (1993) For this teason, 1t s 1easonable to claim that shio stlh ictans the
verbal propetties whtle 1t occurs as a complementizer

[nn this spint, there 15 one hasic diffetence between Chinese sho as a complementizer and
English that-complementizer 1n that English complementizer tiat 1s a uue complementizer which
1 a tunctional category [-N ~V]

By contrast Chinese complementizer shuo 15 an intermediate category between verbs and
complementizers which possesses propertics of both As we have clamed since Chinese sfiro as
acomplementizer sull tetains the verbal propeitics with regard 1o the meaning of sav 1t
should be treated as a verbal complementizer (a tetm borrowed trom Nylandar 1983)

Namely Chugese shino shouid be tieated as a lexical categoty [+N +V [ inste wd s o functiondl
tdtegory Sinee shuo s o lexical element 1t can be a proper governor
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Thus, the problem raises for ECP as we have pointed out at the beginnng of this paper as 1n
(15) can be solved ((3) 1s repeated as (15))

(15) (shey, (nm1 zhenwer (cp t, (shuo (re hm la 7
who  you think SHUO/that will come
‘For which X, you think that X will come ’

In (15), the item shuo 1s reanalyzed as a verb, namely a lexical category and hence a proper
governor, as illustrated in the following trees (16)

(16)

cp CpP
Spec”” Spec™ N\
C

" ~1p e

\Y
NP VP NP VP
shuo ¢ huy 1 shuo ¢, hue ln
say/that will come say/that will come

In (16) the 1tem /o 15 1eanalyzed as a verb Thus, since shuo 15 a lexicad clement and a proper
governor, & 1s properly goveined by shuo and the problem 1a1ved for ECP 15 salvaged

5_Parallelism 1n non-ielated languages

In many languages in the world, including many ot the Kwu languages of West Africa, a
that-complementizer 1s historically developed from the verb *say’ (Lord 1976 1993) The same
phenomenon s also found 1n the Creole and Southeast Astan languages (Nylander 1984 & 1985,
Matisoff 1991}

Siularly  when the homophonous 1tems occur as complementizers they lose the full Irteral
meaning ot savand syntactic properties such as faihing to affix like the fulf vetbs do
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For example, in Twi, the thar-complementizer 1s homophonous with the verb ‘say as in (17)

(17) o-n-se biribs
he-NEG-say something
‘He said nothing * [Rus 1854 228]

(18) akura ho o-s¢ oienom nsu na wadannya b1
village there he-say he-drink water CONJ he-NEG-get some
‘In that village he thought to drink water, but he got none *  {Christaller 1875 156]

In (17), the verb se ‘say’ occurs as a main veib Tn (18), the homophonous ttem s¢ occns as a
quotative morheme or complementizer which intioduces thoughts ot mtentions

Simularly, 1n one Southeast Asian language Khmet, the item thaa can ocewn as a tull vuib
mcaning ‘say’ as 1n (19) and a quotalive that-complementizer introducing a quotative clause
while 1t follows veibs of utterance or cogmtion as 1 (20) (Matwsoft 1991)

(19) look thaa mde
25g say  how
What did you say

(20) knom kit thasa look gayuq pidhael mdphdy-pram
Isg  think say/that 2sg age  about twenty-live
‘I think that you’re about 25 yeais old *

The same phenomenon 1s also fouad 1n Krio (Nylander 1984 & 1985) as the following
examples show to us

(21) WeunI bin  se’
what he PASR say

What did he say ?’
i

(22 a bin yeuse una stk
I PAST bear say/that you he-sich
1 heard that you were sich

206



1996 MALC

Hwang Chnese Evidence

In {21), se meaning *say’ occurs as a man verb while 1n (22) 1t occurs as a that-complementizer

Simlarly, the homophonous item se 15 treated as a verbal complementizer which salvages an
ECP violation as illustrated 1n (23) (Nylander 1984 & 1985)

(23) uda una memba (s t, se (s e de kam 7))
who you think say/that will come

The ECP violation 1n (23) parallels (15) in Chinese as we have claimed Consequently, the theory
ot ieating and 1eanalyzing Chinese shuo ‘say’ or Krio se ‘say’ as verbal complementizers
proposed by Nylander (1984& 1985) can account for both Chinese and Krio and salvage the FCP
violations 1n each language

6 _Conclusing remairks

[n this article I have aigued for the following major conclusions

{A) The tha-complementizer in Chinese paralleling English that-complementizet 18 the siem
shuer which 1s homophnous with the full verb shuo *say

(B) At first glance, 1t appears that Chinese that-complementizer violates ECP at LF But, altes
examunng 1ts lexical properties, we can claim that this item still retains some vetbal propertics 1n
that 1t can only follow verbs ol ceitain types (1 e verbs of mental action o1 perception or verbs of
communication) In addition, the pragmatic distance between these verbs and the literal meaning
of ‘say for this item 15 not very tar Thus, we treat and reanalyzChinese shuo as a verbal
complementizer as proposed by Nylander for Krio se

(C) Since Chimese shtto 15 a verbal complementizey, it should be treated as a lextcal element
[-N +V} In contiast, English that-complementizer shuold be ticated as a genuine
complementizer and [unctional element with {-N -V]

(D) Siuce many othet languages 1n the woild --1 ¢ West Atrican languages or C reole
languages  alse use the homophonous tems of sav 10 be that-complementizers the above
analysis and explotation lead to a typology of comiplementizess types
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