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PREFACE

The present bilingual medical dictionary is intended for the many English-
speaking physicians, dentists, nurscs, and paramedics treating Haitian patients,
It is meant to serve as a corollary both to our Haitian-English Medical
Phraseology and o Third-World Folk Beliefs and Practices: Haitian Medical
Anthropology. The original intention was to present all three as a single work,
but as the material grew, it became advisable to separate the parts into thrce
more easily manageable volumes.

SOURCES. The basic source of this dictionary is the exhaustive Haitian-
English English-Haitian dictionary by Jowel Laguerre and myself, soon to
appear. However, many additional terms came to my attention while working in
various rural Haitian hospitals and clinics, and in studying some forty medical
and hygiene texts in Haitian Creole, such as the Haitian translation of David
Wemer's Where There Is No Doctor, Beth Weaver and Helen Welle's Chan ak
Istwa: pou Edikasyon Sante, Paul Antoine's K6 Moun, and madan Jan Bena's
Timoun Se Riches.

SPELLING. The spelling system used here is the official one promulgated by
the Haitian government in 1979, and in which practically all material published
in Haitian Creole now appears. This system has been officially endorsed not
only by the Haitian Ministry of National Education, the State University of
Haiti, and the Haitian National Institute of Pedagogy, but also by the Catholic
Adult Education Program and the Protestant Literacy Program.

PRONUNCIATION. Included is a brief guide to Haitian Creole pronunciation,
stressing those sounds which could initially present a problem to spcakers of
English.

FRENCH VS. HAITIAN CREOLE. A major problem in preparing an often
technical dictionary of this kind is to ascertain what is truly Haitian Creolc, and
what is merely French masquerading as Haitian Creole - often tcrmed "French-
fried Creole." The real test is to establish what would bec understood by a
monolingual Haitian Creole speaker with very little or no contact with French,
Haiti's other official language. Simply rewriting a given French word using
Haitian Creole phonology is hardly an acceptable solution, for only those who
speak French as well would understand it - thereby excluding the some 85% of
Haiti's population who speak only Haitian Creole. Thus, after consultation with
warious Haitian health professionals, we have supplicd when nccessary in the
English-Haitian Creole section, short self-explanatory paraphrases avoiding
tcchnical terms.



ACCEPTABLE TERMINOLOGY. Another problem concerns that of regisier,
or level of language. A medical practitioner in any culture is expected 10 use
terms in keeping with his/her professional status, and so-called gutter slang
referring, for example, to various parts of the human anatomy, is deemed
inappropriate. Accordingly, in the English-Haitian Creole section we attempt (o
present only the one, two or perhaps three terms least likely to occasion either
surprise or mirth, while being universally understood. On the other hand, the
medical practitioner has no control concerning the level of language which may
be used by a given patient. Therefore, in the Haitian Creole-English section we
have endeavored to present all lerms which might be used, however technical, or
however familiar.

MAKE-UP. Somewhat surprisingly, the two sections are almost equal in
length, but not because one is simply the reverse of the other. The Haitian
Creole-English section, with some 6,000 entries, has a number of familiar
names for parts of the body, Voodoo expressions of direct concem to physical
and mental well-being, and the many synonymous terms for Haiti's major
ailments, such as malnutrition, tuberculosis, diarrhea, anemia, and malaria. The
English-Haitian Creole section, with some 6,100 entries, is on the other hand
lengthened chiefly by specific terminology usually expressed in Haitian Creole
by a combination of everyday words.

FOODS. Since questions concemning eating and drinking habits often constitute
an integral part of medical consuliations, we have attempted to compile a
relatively comprehensive glossary of the foods and beverages found in Haiti,
from Pétion-Ville, to the most isolated rural regions. Our principal source was
again the bilingual dictionary in preparation with Jowel Laguerre, to which we
have added items found in a number of Haitian cookbooks, as well as other items
glcaned directly from various Haitian cooks. Naturally it is highly unlikely that
any onc person will be familiar with the some 900 foods and drinks listed in the
Haitian Creole-English section, or the some 675 in the English-Haitian Creole
part, but it was felt that as full a listing as possible would be desirable.
Nevertheless, cooking is an inexhaustible domain for human ingenuity, and we
have no illusions that this list is in any way more complete than are the medical
sections.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. We wish to give special thanks to Jowel Laguerre,
originally of Saint-Georges, Haiti, without whose conslant assistance a major
portion of the work in Haitian Crecle done at the University of Kansas during
the past nine years would have been alt but impossible. Thanks are also due his
wife, Camille, of La Vallée-Jacmel, wha coniirmed - or set straight - many a
term. We wish o acknowledge as well our special debt to the Reverend Roger
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Désir, director of the masterful transiation of both the Old and New Testaments
in Haitian Creole, who served as final arbiter for numerous difficult expressions.

Our guide in the more arcane reaims of medical icrminology was Catherine
C. McGowan, M.D., who after beginning her Haitian studics at the University
of Kansas, went on to work in Haiti, completed the mcdical degree at her alma
mater, and Jater returned for a time to work in the Haitian medical world. We
would never have attempted this work without her assistance.

We wish to thank Mr. William Dunn, administrator of the Hopital Albert
Schweitzer in Deschapelles - founded and directed by Dr. and Mrs. Larimer
Mellon, Jr: - as well as Dr. Michel Jean-Baptiste, its mcdical director, and Dr.
Jacqueline Gautier. Thanks are also due Dr. William Hodges, director for more
than thirty years of the Hopital Le Bon Samaritain in Limbé, and Dr. Brinson
McGowan of the Centre Médical Emmanuel of Cayes-Jacmel. In addition, we
wish to express our gratitude to Jacmel's unforgettable nonagenarian physician,
Dr. Abel Gousse; to our former University of Kansas student Gail M. Boaz, of
La Vallée-Jacmel; and to Dr. Reynold Monsanto of the Hopital pour les Yeux in
Cayes. For dental terms, we wish particularly to thank Dr. Roger Larose of
Saint-Marc and the Hopital Albert Schweitzer. Finally, for invaluable assistance
in the preparation of this text, we wish to thank Pam LeRow and Stephanie
Lynn Freeman.

Lawrence, Kansas Bryant C. Freeman
May 1992



PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

The pronunciation of Haitian Creole is not a great problem for speakers of English. First, the
language has few of the seemingly exotic (for Americans!) sounds of French; and secondly, its
almost phonectic spelling system is a clear guide.

HAITIAN CREOLE IS SPELLED AS IT IS PRONOUNCED - AND
PRONOUNCED AS IT IS SPELLED. EACH LETTER IS PRONOUNCED -
AND EACH SOUND IS WRITTEN ONLY ONE WAY. Naturally to acquire a
good accent, one will nced 1o work with tapes and/or a Haitian teacher. You will find however
that Hailians are flaticred by those who want to leamn their true language, and are only too
willing to help.

Sounds which could initially puzzle the speaker of English are:

ch - as in show: chache (to 0 - as in paw, saw: fo
look for) (strong)
e - as in gim: ede (to help) ou - as in fgod: ou (you)
¢ - as in lgg: mésl (thank r - pot rolled, very soft,
you) pronounced at back of
throat: respire (to
g - always "hard,"” as in go: breathe)

gen (to have)
s - always pronounced as an

i - as in bee: Isit (herc) “s,” never like a "z": prese
(in a hurry)
J - avoid a "d" in front: jou
(day) Y - as in yes: pye (foot),
20réy (ear)

0 - as in tQg: zo (bone)

NASAL SOUNDS are pronounced partially through the nose, but without the "n" itself
pronounced. There arc no real English equivalents, but are close to:

an - somewhat like glms: dan (tooth)
en - as in the name Chopjp: pen (bread)
on - somewhat like don't: bon (good)

NOTES:

1) When a nasal sound is followed by a second "n” or by an "m," pronounce the nasal sound
as usual, plus the "n" or "m" scparaiely: venn (vein), janm (leg).

2) When the letters an, en, or on are ot meant to indicate a nasal sound, a grave accent ()
is placed over the vowel: pan (mechanical breakdown), Ayisyén (Haitian woman), mon
(hill, mountain).

3) The combination in ncver indicates a nasal sound.



HUMAN BODY / KO MOUN

Haitian Creole is generally a very direct language. Names for many of the body
parts will be easier to learn if one is aware of a few simple component words:

bo - side po - skin

bwa - wood, stick pwent - point, tip
do - back sak - sack, bag
gwo - big, fat ti - small, little
Je-eye twou - hole

pla - flat z0 - bone

tanp temple 20 figl checkbone

FIGI/FACE

zo tét _ fwon forchead

bouch
mouth

Jansiv
gum

lang
tongc
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sévo

zo salye
. collarbone
brain
poumon
lestonmak lung
chest
alin ph e W - tete
pwent tete Wos TR A S st breast
A . L . ke
biskat - 7 N : —
breastbone R et
vant i - A &k ‘s 'Ll lonbrit
stomach ; oY K e

navel

bavant
abdomen

groin
po kok
oreskin

sak grenn
scrotum

& 7 DEVAN/ FRONT\'&?'

i1



2o zepdl
shoulder blade

zesel flan
armpit side
zo kot
nb zo réldo
vertebral column
sentl
sentl do
lower back
zo koupyon
coccyx
bo déyd
buttock
fant déye
anal groove twou dey
anus

DO /BACK

12



BRA ak MEN/
ARM and HAND

i

dwt bag ] zong

nng finger fingemnail dwit
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JANM ak PYE / LEG and FOOT

zong pye

toenail
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dan devan

DAN TIMOUN/
DAN LET

BABY TEETH

dan chen/

dan je

dan pilon

G dan deye/ ‘

central
wory

laseral

Lt
frut
molars
socand
molsr
-nmd.

firmt
‘molars
CRDINSs.
I.nm.l
anba
central

DAN GRANMOUN
ADULT TEETH

dan devan

" dan chen/
| danje

[ dan deye/
| __dan plion

| dan zoréy/
| dan sajés




JE / EYE sousl

eyebrow
) po Je
plimje \\\\\\\““ eyelid
eyelash
= blan je
white of eye
nwa Je
pupil
ABBREVIATIONS
adj. - adjective occ. - occasionally
adyv. - adverb pej. - pejorative
esp. - especially pl. - plural
fam. - familiar prep. - preposition
fem. - feminine sh. - short
Fr. - French $.0. - someone
mas. - masculine usu. - usually
med. - medical v. - verb
n. - noun var. - variety
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HAITIAN CREOLE - ENGLISH

MEDICAL DICTIONARY

A

& the; to, at, in, on

a, ava, va (future tense indicator)
shall, will

abéslang tongue depressor

abimen 1o damage

abitan farmer; peasant

abitid habit

abitye to be used to, accustomed
10; 10 accustom

abiye to dress; 10 get dressed

about tired, exhausted, worn-out

abritl dazed, smnned

absan absent

abse, apse abscess; boil

absoban absorbent

absbdbe 1o absorb

abyenfé pregnant

achich hashish

achivis record-keeper (clinic eic.)

achte o buy

adezif adhesive tape

administrasyon administration

administraté administrator

adokte see adopte

adoktif see adoptif

adonnen to be very involved in;
addicted (10)

adopsyon adoption

adopte, adokte to adopt

adoptif, adoktif adoptive, adopted

adousi 10 relieve, alleviate; 1o
calm, pacify

adrenalin adrenalin

adrés address

adwat on the right; skillful

afe, zafe matter, affair; belongings;
situation; genilals
an ~ ak to have sexual
relations with
fé ~ 10 live together

afebli to weaken, grow weak

afeblisman enervation

afese depressed

afich poster
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afliksyon affliction

afon deeply, thoroughly

afre gluttonous, voracious

agasan irritating, provoking

agoch, agoch left, on the lefi;
awkward, clumsy

agoni agony, extreme anguish;
death throes; to be dying

agrandl 1w widen, enlarge

agravan aggravating

agrave to aggravate

agreyab agreeable, pleasant

ajaks scouring powder, cleanser

ajan lasante community health
worker; paramedic

aje aged, elderly

ajen on an empty stomach, before
breakfast

ajenou kneeling
mete ~ to kneel (down)

ajl to act, behave
~ sou 1o affect, act upon

ajite to shake, shake up; to agitate,
excite, disturb; restless

ajiwdl eye drops

ajoute 10 add (o)

ak with; and

aka iich mite (causing scabies)

akable sad, overwhelmed; tired,

weary

akami! (AK-1000) baby food (2
paris cercal to 1 part bean, finely
ground and cooked in water with
$easonings)

akasan com-based milky-like gruel

aki at what

akoklye, rakoklye to curl up
(body), hunch up (back)

akonpaye, akonpayen (o
accompany, go with

akote beside; secondary

akouche to give birth, deliver
(baby)

akouchéz midwife

akouchman childbinh, delivery
~ anvan I premature delivery



movéz ~ miscarriage; painful
labor or delivery

skoukouman to curl up (body);
fetal position

akoupl, koupl to crouch {(downj,

aksidan accident
aksidante accident victim
al seeale
alanbik heavy drinker
alastrim smallpox
alawonnbadé without exception,
inclusively, completely
albimen albumin
albinds albino
ale, al to go, go away, leave,
depart, disappear; to pass away,
de
~ bwa chat to kick the
bucket, die
~ chache to go (and) get
~ nan to have sexual relations
with
(ki) ~ vinl intermittent
al? on time; in time; punctual
alkjl allergy; allergic reaction;
allergic
alejman, al2jman relief
aleka aside, apart
alemye improvement
alén, alenn, zalenn breath
aldz comfortable; draw-sheet
alimet (safety) match
alite bedridden
alkasdtzd Alka-Seltzer; (any)
antacid
alkdl alcohol; rubbing alcohol
almanak calendar
kite ~ to be older than 31
alonje, lonje to hold out, stretch
out
alveyodl alveolus; (tooth) socket
amak, ramak hammock
amalgam (permanent) dental
filling, amalgam
pot-~ amalgam camrier
ame bitter; sour; sce gnme
amelyore to improve
smeriken, meriken (adj.)
American
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Ameriken, Merlken American
{male)

Amerikén, Merikén American
(fermale)

amib amoeba; amoebic

amigdal, amidal, anmidal
tonsil; tonsillitis

amigdalit tonsillitis

amnyotik amniotic

amonya ammonia

amonyak ammoniac
sél ~ ammonium chloride

amwa (standing) wardrobe

an year; the; in; of, made of

analfabet illiterate

analiz analysis; laboratory analysis,
test

analize to analyze, examine

anatoml anatomy

anba below, undemeath; down;
lower; under; genitals (female)

anbabra armpit, underarm, axilla

anbavant, anbativant abdomen

anbazay infancy; young child

anbetan, enbetan annoying,
troublesome, bothersome

anbilans ambulance

anboll embolism, stroke, cerebro-
vascular accident

anbonmen to embalm

anbriyon embryo

anbrizl sickly

anch hip; pelvis

andedan, andédan, andidan,
anndan inside, interior;
internally
~ kd moun viscera

andéwd see andeyd

andey in mourning

andeyd, andéwd country(side),
backwoods, rural area

andezay, andezaj, antdezay
middle-aged

andidan see andedan

andikspe handicapped

anddml to put to sleep; to
anesthetize; to hypnotize; asleep

andonmaje to crippie; to damage,
mjure



andoye to offer a prayer for infant
dying without baptism
~ yon kadav to prepeare a
body for burial

anemi anemia; anemic
~ falsifom sickie-ceil anemia

anemye to become anemic

anestezl anesthesia; anesthelic
bay ~ to anesthetize

anestezis anesthetist

anfante to give birth to

anfas across, opposite, in front of;
direcily, in person

anfen finally, at last

anfizém, anfizema emphysema

anflamasyon, enflamasyon
swelling, inflammation

anfle to swell; swollen; inflamed;
suffering from kwashiorkor;
swelling
maladi ~ kwashiorkor

anfleman swelling, umescence

anfleti(s) swelling (ofien from
kwashiorkor); inflammation

anfom in (great) shape, in iop
form, fit

anfraje to fracture, split, crack

anfrajele 1o sike hard; to wound

angaje to hire; o need to use the
restroom; in trouble

anglz instead of

angle English

angbje 1o engorge, become
engorged (with blood); o
obstruct

angoudl to become numb, go to
slcep, have pins and needles
(arm, leg etc.); numb

angoudisman numbness

angwosl 10 make pregnant; o
make fat

anilé ring-finger

animaté community development
worker, agricultural exiension
agent

animatris fem. community health
worker

anjell eczema

anjin quinsy; tonsillitis
~ pwatrin angina pectoris

ankachét secretly, in hiding

ankadreman frames (of eyeglasses)

ankave (o fester

anke, antye, antyé entire, whole;
complete, thorough

ankese to endure, put up with

ankilostdm hookworm

ankiloz ankylosis

ankd again, still
(ki)sa ~ what else
Pa ~ no longer, (not) any
longer; no more, (not) any more

ankouraje to encourage; lo
stimulate

ankourajman encouragement

anle top, upper part; high; up,
above; elevated; difficult or
strained (breathing)
~ ~ short of breath,
uncomfortable
Ppa ~ pa até anxious, nervous,
adgy

anmandreng hunched up

anmd, ameé bitter; sour
bouch mwen ~ I have no
appetite

anmegdan, anmédan imitating,
annoying; troublesome

anmfizema emphysema

anmidal 1onsil; tonsillitis

anmmnezl amnesia

anmwe! anmwesekou!
anmwey! help!

ann sh. foom annou let's

annafe (ak) to be sleeping (with),
be having sex (with)

annanfans senile (dementia),
Alzheimer's disease

annannan(t) see kannannan

annary behind; backwards

anndan see andedan

anne year

anneta in good shape

annik, nik only, just

annou let's

anofel anopheles (malaria-bearing
mosquito)

amdmal abnormal

andbmall abnormality



anpan to break down, be out of
order (mechanical)

anpeche to prevent

anpeste to stink up

anpetre lethargic, indolent

anpil much, many, plenty (of), a
lot (of); very

anpire, ranpire to worsen, get
worse; to make worse

anplat, anplak (mustard) plaster;
plaster cast

anpoul light bulb; ampoule, vial

anprent pye footprint (of neonate)

anpwazonnen, pwazonnen,
pwezonnen to poison;
poisonous, poisoned, toxic

anpwazonnman poisoning
~ plon lead poisoning

anraje to be{come) enraged, get mad
or angry; to be raving mad; rabid
mande ~ to have a temper
tantrum

anrasinen deep-rooted, deep-seated;
endemic

anreta late, tardy; slow (clock)

anrimen to have a cold

ansanm together

ansasinen to murder, slay; to
mutilate, maim, disfigure

ansefalit encephalitis

ansent pregnant; pregnancy; to
impregnate
~ gwo vant in an advanced
state of pregnancy

answit next, afterwards

ant, antre between, among

antdezay middle-aged

antéman, lanttman funeral,
burial

antere, tere to bury

anterit (gastro)enteritis

antete stubborn

antibyotik, antiblyotik
antibiotic

antikd antibody

antipwazon antidote; antivenin

antiseptik antiseptic

antistamin, antlyistamin
antihistamine

antitoksin antitoxin

antd guilty; wrong

antoch, antds sprain (ankle, foot)

antonwa, antonnwa funnel

antds see antoch

antranp soaked

antre to enter, penetrate; entrance;
sce ant
bél ~ missing a few front teeth

antrejanm crotch (of trousers)

antre-nman training

antreprené undertaker

antyaleji antihistamine

antye, antyé entire, whole;
complete, thorough

anvan, avan before; previously;

pre-

anvl to feel like, want; birthmark;
alive
~ kochon harelip, cleft lip;
hairy black birthmark
~ krab harelip, cleft lip
~ mouton birthmark of white
area on skin, depigmentation
~ pyebf harelip, cleft lip
~ rejete, ~ vése, ~ vonml
nausea
~ z2ago bef cleft palate

anvlimen to get worse; to make
worse; to become infected; to
fester

anwe hoarse

anwo top; up there; upper; upstairs;
up, on, upon, above

anyen nothing
sa pa fée ~ [ don't mind, never
mind

ap, ape, pe -ing (indicates present
progressive or immediate future
of verb)

apa aside, apart
mete ~ to place in isolation

aparey device, instrument,
apparatus, machine; dressing (on
wound); (surgical) plaster cast;
artificial limb; leg brace; braces
(teeth); penis; 1UD (intrauterine
device)

apatandojodi, apatidejodi a
from now on

ape see ap



&pén sec apenn
apendls appendix (body)
spenn, apén hardly, just
apenndisit appendicitis
apetl appeiite
apeze to lessen, diminish, subside;
to quench
apezman relief, respite, subsidence
apik steep
aplye to prop up; to lean on
apla flat, lying down
aplikaté applicator
apopleksl apoplexy
kriz ~ stroke
aprann 1o leam; to teach
aprantl beginner, novice
apre after; post-
apremidl aftemoon
apse abscess; boil
apsedlenn inguinal abscess
apye on foot
arebd on the side of; rim, edge
arédké cardiac arrest; heart attack
arenyen spider
~ (a)krab tarantula
~ bounda/tchou wouj very
small dangerous field spider
arete 10 stop, check; to have reached
one’s full growth
arimen to have a cold
arive seerive
ase enough; only
asid acid; gastric reflux; acidic
heartburn, gastritis
soufri ~ 1o have stomach
ulcers
asldite acidity
asistan attendant; assistant
askarls ascaris, roundworm
asma asthma
asoupi to doze off; to relax
{muscles e1c.)
aspésyon spraying (for hice etc.)
aspire to inhale
aspirin aspirin
astinen, asteni 1o abstain
astrenjan astringent
asyet plaie, dish
atache 1o attach, fasten
atak aitack, seizure

atake to attack

atann 1o expect; to look forward to

stansyon! carefull

atd anery; down
~ miyd cheap sleeping-mat
mete ~ (o give birth

até]l splint

atémiyd cheap sleeping-mat

atifisyél anificial

atout although

atrapan, trapan contagious;
infectious

atrape 1o caich (sickness)

atrapman contagion

atritis arthritis

ava (future tense indicator) shall,
will

avan before; previously; pre-

avanbra foreamm

avanse lo come closer, put closer

avantay advantage

avé with; and

avég blind; blind person

avegle to blind

avégleman blindness

avék, ak, avé with; and

avitisman wamning

avdtman abortion

avrll April

ayt, y& yesterday

ayél ancestor; grandparent

aylk well-fed; sick from overeating;
exhausted

ayisyen (adj.) Haitian

Aylsyen Haitian (male)

Aylsyén Haitian (female)

Ayiti Haiu

ayovi tiny child

azii, lazil (insanc) asylum
~ kominal insane asylum

azobato weak, feeble, frail

220UMOUNOY conjunclivilis; weak
and mdecisive person

bz low, short; very sick, weak;
depressed, discouraged; see bay
mete li man ~ toputin a
straitjacket



pa ~ from the rectum
vant ~ lying flat; to be flat on
one’s back, be in bad shape
bab, labab beard, whiskers
f¢ ~ 1o shave (face)
krém ~ shaving cream
babay bye-bye
babich goatee
babin double chin
badijonnen to smear, spread
badin cane, walking stick
bag ring, wedding-ring
bagay thing, object; situation;
sexual relations; genitals;
thingumajig
fé ~ to have sex
baget legede skinny, skin and
bones

bak reverse (car)
fé (yon) ~ to regress
pa~ backwards
baka infected sore; small demon or
evil spirit
bakter| bacteria
bal ball; bullet
pran ~ il ofon to endure,
suffer without complaining
bataf scar, gash
balans scales (weight)
~ ak kwok (hanging) baby-
scales
balanse to centrifuge
bale broom; to sweep
balenn, baién (white) candle
balonnen bloated, distended, upset
balonnman bloated stomach
balote to toss (about), shake
(about), jolt
ban bench; see bay
banbou bamboo; large penis
~ Janm tibia, shinbone
banday, bandaj bandage; arm
sling
bande to bandage; to have an
erection
bandi¥t armband (for moumning)
bankal bowiegged
bann group, bunch; band, strip (of
cloth etc.); strap; erection

~ lonbrit, ~ vant umbilical
binding (worn for 3 months by
newborn against cold)
pidl ~ (1) to be lost; to be
impotent

bare to stop, hinder, obstruct

barém graph

bary® gate; gap (between teeth)

basen bedpan, chamber pot; tub
(z0) ~ pelvis

basinen to rub lightly; to bathe
(sores)

basinét basin

baskil scales (weight)

bastengal truss

bat to beat, strike; to defeat,
overcome; to fight, struggle; to
pulse, pulsate; to have
convulsions
~ ba to give in, admit defeat
~ Je to blink; to wink
~ lakanpany to be dying
~ laponydt to masturbate
pa ~ kd ou take it easy, don't
worry

batém baptism

batistd birth certificate

batize to baptize; to take a little bit
(of something); to sprinkle with
salt

batje to blink; to wink

batman pulsation, throbbing;
pulse; beat, stroke
~ Je blink (of eye)
~ k¢ pulse, heartbeat; (heart)
palpitations; tremor (of fear)
~ (venn) pulse

baton stick; cane, walking stick
~ koumbe spinal column
sou ~ to have to walk with a
cane

batri battery (car etc.); evil fetish,
ensemble of charms or spells
(Voodoo)

bav saliva; slobber, drivel

bavant abdomen

bave to slobber, drool

bavet bib

bay, ba, ban to give; to pass
(blood, worms etc.)



bayakou persor who cleans privies
or outhouses
baye yawn; (o yawn
baz basis
bazaj:
an ~ very young, of tender
. years
bebe:
~ Rt weak or flabby baby
tl ~ baby
bé¢bé mute
bebidd! night gown
Bed¢ Pont-Beudel insane asylum
bedeng potbelly, paunch
bege(ye) lo stuiter, stammer
béj beige
bék foreskin, prepuce
~ (de) lygv harelip, cleft hp;
cleft palate
beki, bekin crutch
bél beautiful, handsome; preity
fé ~ 1w stand up without
support (baby); to progress; o
be pregnant
beladonn belladonna
bé¢len small sore or cut
bélfi daughter-in-law; stepdaughter
bélmeé mother-in-law; stepmother
bélsé, belsd sister-in-law;
stepsister
bélte see bote
b¢iwote tall
bendeng potbelly, paunch
bendouk pregnancy
mare yon ~ to get knocked
up (become pregnant)
benwa bathtub; washtub
beny bath, shower
~ bouch mouth wash
~ cho hot bath (esp. after
giving birth)
~ fey (Voodoo) ritual bath,
herbal bath
~ vapé herbal bath
beny¢ undertaker; washer of corpses
benyen io bathe
beré surgeom’s cap
berején eggplani; woman able
bear only one child
bés decrease

an ~ faltering, going downhill;
decreasing

bese o lower, go down; to bow,
sto0p, lean over; 1o diminish,
decline; to become emaciated
~ devan kochon to have the
shits or trots

Beseje BCG vaccine (against
mberculosis)

béso cradle, crib

bét animal, beast; insect, bug;
stupid
fe ~ w swam; to be spoiled,
be full of bugs
tl ~ bug, insect

betlz silliness, kidding; dirty word;
stupidity
pase nan ~ to make fun of,
tease

bezwen need, want; to need, want
fé ~ 10 go to the bathroom
ti ~ genitals of small boy

bibi biceps, upper arm; ailing,
unwell

bibit erection

bibliyoték library

bibon, bibwon baby boule

bidas belly

bidét bidet
f¢ ~ 10 douche

bigay gnat, tiny mosquito

bigoudl hair-curler; to fix one's
hair

bije sce oblije

bikabonat, bikabonak
bicarbonate of soda, baking soda

bikds lump (on head), swelling

bil bile
poch ~ gallbladder

bip bip beating of one's heart

birlnen to drill (a woth)

bis bus; bust, head and shoulders

bistp biceps

biskét, zo biskét siernum,
breastbone
~ tonbe 10 have a sore chest;
30 be incapacitated (above
waist); to suffer epigastnc
dlisoomforn



demonte ~ to wear down
physically (person)
ke Bl sou ~ to be scared, be
worried, be afraid

bistonnen to castrate

bistouri scalpel

bitay, bitaj stumble, slip, fall

bite to stumble

bivab drinkable, potable

biwo office; desk

biyolojik biological

blydt support under woman's hips
during childbirth (same as
chouket)

bizawdl great-grandparent, ancestor

blad balloon; blister
~ pipl, ~ pise bladder

biag joke
bay ~ to chat, talk amiably,
make small talk; to tell jokes,
kid

blakawout power outage, electrical
failure

blam blame

blame, blanmen to blame

blan white (color or person);
foreigner (of any race); empty;
imported

blanch white (color); white
woman; empty

blanchi to fade; to be graying, tum

gray

blanm, blam blame

blanmen, blame to blame

ble blue; wheat

bienm, blém pale, sallow

blenorajt gonorrhea

blese to wound, injure, hurt; to
hurt (s.0.’s) feelings, offend;
wound, injury; sore; cut; bruise;
wounded, njured (person)

blesl wound, injury; sore; cut

blewo shaving brush

blije see oblije

bliye to forget

blokay, bloka] blockage,
obstruction, occlusion

bloke to block, obstruct;

bion biond

blouz lab coat

bo kiss; to kiss; to sting (bee eic.)

bd side; edge; near, around, in the
vicinity of

bobo kiss; vagina (fam.); to sting

bobdt vagina (fam.)
gwo po ~ labia majora
ti po ~ labia minora

bof see bolfre

bofis, boft son-in-law; stepson

bofre, bof brother-in-law;
stepbrother

bdk enema bag

bokal jar

boke see bokye

bokit (metal or plastic) bucket, pail

bokd Voodoo sorcerer and healer

bdky?, bdke perléche, crack or
sore at comer of mouth; dried
saliva (at comner of mouth)

bdl bowl, dish

bon good, fine
~ mache cheap, inexpensive
fé de ~ to show signs of

pregnancy
bonbe distended
bonda see boundsa
bonde crowded
Bondye God
~ benl ou! God bless youl
sa ~ ban mwen female
genitals
sl ~ vie God willing
boné early; happiness; good fortune
bonjou good momning
bonkonprann understanding,
intelligence
bonkou much, many
bonmache cheap, inexpensive
bonnanj:
gwo ~ "animating spirit,”
“soul"”
tl ~ "guardian angel”
bonné surgeon’s cap
bonsens common sense
bonswe (used from noon until
midnight) good afternoon, good
evening, good night
bdpé, bopd father-in-law;
stepfather



bds crafisman, artisan; bump,
bruise; hump, bulge

besi hunchback; hunchbacked; io
bend

bosko hump; hunchback;
hunchbacked

bote, belte beauty
tou ~, twou ~ dimple

bouboun bottom part; woman's
genitals
twou ~ vagina; anus

bouch mouth; orifice, apertire
bo ~ comner of mouth
~ anba upside down
~ chire, ~ manje sores at
comer of mouth
~ dlo salivation
~ fann harelip, cleft lip; cleft
palate
~ Il anme, ~ li ps bon, ~
Il pa gou to have no appetite
~ li f¢ dlo to make one's
mouth waler; to slaver, slobber,
drool
~ Il gou to have a good
appeltile
~ santl bad breath, halitosis
fe ti ~ to pick at one’s food;
10 be fastidious
gen bon ~ 1o have a good
appelite
lave ~ Il to brush one's teeih
olon ~ lip(s)
po ~ lip
tet ~ philoum

bouche to be stopped up, be
congested; (o cover (eye etc.);
mouthful (of food)

bouchon stopper, plug

bouda see bounda

bouden ass, buttocks

boudonnman buzzing or ringing
in ears

boudouye to mumble

boufi puffed up, swollen

bouji (colored) candle

bouk village; buckle, clasp; curl,
ringlet, lock of hair

boukanpen scalded

boukante to swap, trade, exchange

pye il ~ o alier ome's
mensirual cycle; o stant giving
birih 1o boys rather than o
girls, or vice versa
bouke tired out, exhausied
(physically)
boukle barren, sterile (woman);
curly, wavy (hair)
boul ball, glob, mass; clot; lump,
bump, swelling; tumor (breast)
~ dlo blister
~ nan do hunchback
~ nan kou goiter
fe ~ to clot (blood); to curdle
(milk)
bouldemas, bouldimas medicine
10 prevent swelling
boule to bum; to irritate; to
cauterize; burn, irritation
fp ~ to be geiting along fine
boulét kneecap
~ pye ankle
boulgrenn testicle, testis
po ~ scrotum
boulvése 1o upsel, be upset
bounda, bonda, bouda ass,
buitocks; rear; bottom, base
arét ~ tailbone, coccyx
b ~ buttocks
bourlls donkey
bous scrotum
bousdi blister; bump; hump; hives
bousaufle to bloat, puff up
boustouklouz louse (pl. lice)
bout stump, stub (of limb)
boutty boule
bouton button; pimple, boil,
pustule; wart; rash; scabies;
impetigo
~ chalé¢ heat rash
~ chen wart
~ grate scabics
~ lafyév fever blister
~ tete nipple (breast)
~ vant belly buuon, navel,
umbilicus
gws ~ acne, pimples;
smalipox
thi ~ kwsgssns acne, pimpies



bouy! to boil; boiling: rumbling
(in stomach)

bouydt hot-water botile; foot-
warmer

bdy one-cyed person

boyo intestines, entrails, guts;
genitals of small girl

bdz ‘pot,’ marijuana

bra arm

bragét fly (of trousers)

branany see branrany

branka stretcher

brankadye stretcher-bearer

branlan shaky, unsteady

brannen to budge; to tremble,
shake

branrany sterile, barren (woman)

braslé bracelet; identification
bracelet
~ mont, mont ~ wrist-watch

bray, bway (small) boy

bré see bwe

bréf brief

breng healthy young aduit

brét see bwat

bretdl suspenders

brl noise

brid} (dental) bridge

brile to bum, scorch; to burn,
irritate

briifé, brisfe hyperactive child

brisak belly

brital brutal, violent, rough

bwa wood; penis
bay ~ to beat; to have sex
(man)
~ chéch marasmus, extreme
undermnourishment
~ lin¢t frames (of eye-giasses)
~ nen nasal bone
~ ponyet (upper) arrn; biceps
pran ~ to have sex {wornan)

bwadan toothpick; brushstick
(piece of stem or wood used ss
toothbrush)

bwapiwo “beanpole,” very tali
person

bwason, bweson beverage, drink

bwasonnyve drunkard, slcoholic

bwat, brét, bwét box; (tin) can;
carton; trash-bin
~ frigo cooler
~ gaz gas sterilizer
~ savon soap-dish
bwate see bwete
bwatét, zo ~ skull, cranium
bway, bray (small) boy
bwe, bré¢ to drink
~ (yon) grenn to take a pill
bweson see bwason
bwet see bwat
bwete, bwate to limp; lame
mache ~ to limp
bwochl brochure, pamphlet
bwonch, bwonchit bronchial
tube, bronchi; bronchitis
bwds brush
~ dan toothbrush
~ tét hairbrush
bwosadan toothbrush
bwose to brush
bwouselosls brucellosis
bwouya mist, haze
byen fine; well; very, really, quite
~ mal quite ill
byenpotan healthy, robust
byenvinl to be of average height or
better, be well-developed
byochiml biochemistry

CH

chabon charcoal
maladi ~ anthrax

chache, chéche to look for; to
try to

chagren sorrow, grief, heartbreak;
depression; depressed, sorrow ful,
sad; homesick

chaj see chay

chaje to load, burden; to be
troubled, be upset
lestonmak ~ upset stomach
¥t ~ worries, troubles

chak each, every

cihaistan charlatan, quack

chal® heat, warmth; irritation;
lemperature; encrgy
boufe ~ hot flashes



gran ~ urethral discharge,
vaginal discharge

chalimo (drinking-)straw

chan operatory area (on body)

chanday sweater

chanje to change

chanjman change, difference

chank chancre, skin ulcer; canker;
cold sore; impetigo
~ let, chankalét thrush, oral
infection, oral candidiasis
~ sifills soft chancre

chanm rocom (of house etc.);
bedroom; sterile drape
~ twalét bathroom

chanpou shampoo

chans chance; oppormnity; geod
fortune; bad luck

chanse lucky, fortunate

chante song; to sing

chantiyon sample, specimen

chape to escape, survive; past the
critical stage (during which
many young children die);
independent, of age

chapél chapel

chaplet club (weapon); cradle cap

chapo hat
ale nan peyl san ~ 10 kick
the bucket, die

chaponnen 1o casiraie

charanpyon, saranpyon
chickenpox

chareét cart

charye dolly; cart, wagon

chat cai; (female) genitals

chatouyét, satouyét tickling; to
rckle

chatray castration

chatre 10 castrate; to perform a
vasectomy

chay, chaj load; burden, problem

ché flesh, tissue; dear, sweetheart;
expensive, costly
~ pan goj tonsil; tonsillitis
~ nan je plerygium
~ nan nen nasal polyp

chéch, séch dry; skinny,
emaciated; to dry up, become
dry; dehydrated

N

~ kouwe bagét legede thin
as arail
men ~ withered hand

cheche see seche

chéche see chache

chécheko thin person

chédpoul, chidepoul goose
flesh, goose bumps

chemen lasante road-to-health
chart, child’s weight and
vaccination record, weight chart

chémet-chemetres master, owner,
proprietor

chemiz shirt
~ de nwl night gown

chemizét undershirt (without
sieeves)
~ ak manch T-shin

chen dog; child born preceding
iwins

chenét gap between two front teeth

chenn chain; necklace
~ do backbone

cherl darling, dear

chetif sickly, puny; stunted,
urderdeveloped

cheval see chwal

cheve, chive hair (on head)

chevé head of a bed

chevi ankle; tarsus

chevrét liquid excrement

cheéz chair
~ woulan wheelchair
mete ~ nan salon (o start
teething

chif number

chifon rag, scrap

chik tck; chigger

chikata person infested with
chiggers

chiklét chewing gum

chimerik irmtable, cross, cranky;
fanciful, whimsical

chimi chemistry

chimik chemical (adj.)

chini do spine, backbone

chire o tear, tear up, rip; to skin
(knee €ic.)

chirlji surgery; surgical ward
~ bouch oral surgery



gWO0 ~ major surgery

chirijyen surgeon

chit fall, tumble; collapse;
prolapse; loss (hair); relapse

chita to sit down; siiting, seated;
butt, rear
~ sou to be chronic
san ~ restless

chitatann slow-acting poison

chive, cheve hair (on head)

cho hot, warm; spicy; excited;
scxually aroused

chode to scald; to heat; to be
prematurely old (child); bruised
(psychologically)

chodpis gonorrhea

chodwon cauldron, large kettle;
boiler

chodyé cast-iron cooking pot

chofe to heat up, warm up; to
encourage, stimulate; to get
warm, get hot; excited

chofl heat rash; athlete’s foot
~ kouchét diaper rash

chofrét chills; fever and chills with
high temperature [usually
malaria or TB]

chdk shock, bump, impact; trauma
~ nan tét cerebral
hemorrhage; stroke, cerebro-
vascular accident (CVA)

chdkanretou backlash, whiplash
injury

chonje to remember

chosét sock (for foot)

choson baby's bootee

chot shorts, cut-offs; short circuit

chotdeben bathing suit (man's or
woman's)

chouchoun woman’s genitals

chouchout penis (fam.)

chouk stump (trce; human limb)
~ dan stub of tooth

chouket tree stump (used as stoel);
support under woman's hips
during childbirth; short person

ckdv baid

chwal, cheval horse; Voodooist
{while in trance)
ti ~ unbapiized baby

chwazl to choose
chwi to reach orgasm
chye to shit

D

dabitid usually
dabo first (of all)
dada ass (rear)
dako to be in agreement, agree;
agreed!
dan tooth
bay kout ~ to bite
chouk ~ stub of tooth
~ anba lower teeth
~ anwo upper teeth
~ bonbon decayed tooth
~ chen canine tooth, eyetooth,
cuspid
~ devan front tooth, incisor
~ déyé molar
~ doukla two teeth in same
position
~ f¢ mal toothache
~ gate decayed tooth
~ granmoun adult tooth
~ Je eye tooth, canine tooth,
cuspid
~ kraze broken tooth
~ Rkt baby tooth
~ 10 gold tooth
~ marasa two teeth growing
in same position (not an
impacted tooth)
~ moul wisdom tooth
~ moulen molar
~ pike decayed tooth
~ pilon molar
~ rachdt short or stunted
tooth
~ sajés wisdom tooth
~ sirét sensitive or sore tooth
~ souke loose tooth
~ tchaka, ~ tyaka teeth set
far apart
~ timoun baby tooth
~ vise (dental) bridge
~ zorey wisdom tooth
fé ~ to be teething
fo ~ false tooth



frechl ~ gum sbscess
gwo ~ molar
kout ~ bite
manje ~ grinding of the teeth
san pam ~ pyoirhea
sou ~ io be in bad shape
wete nd/vé nan ~ 1o perform
rool canal surgery
dane dceply embedded (splinter elc.)
danfemal 1oothache
danje danger
danjere dangerous
danté dental
dantis denust; dentistry
dantisyon teething
daou August
dapre according to; because, since
daratl old person; senile person;
runt, shrimp
dat daie (calendar); eczema, rash;
herpes
datant:
sal ~ waiting room
davans ahead of time
dawou August
dayé besides
debabouye to wash the face, clean
(oneself) up
debada to rant, rave (esp. before
dcath); shabby, run down
debat to struggle
ap ~ lo be trying, be getting
along, be all right
debdde to overflow, spill over; out
of control
debodman san hemorrhage
debonde 10 overflow; o clear, free
from obstruction; 1o have bowel
movement (after constipation)
debou sce debout
debouche to decongest, unstop
deboukle to unbuckle
debout, debou standing; upright
deboutonnen 1o unbutlon
debwate 1o disjoint, dislocate
(bone)
debyen fine, honest, upright,
worthy, respeciable; reliable
dechaj see dechay

dechaje to unload, empty; to
ejaculale

dechay, dechaj ejaculate, sperm,
semery; discharge
stk ~ seminal vesicles

dechikete to cut to pieces, slash,
hack

dechire to tear, lacerate

dechose 10 lose weight, become
emaciated or cacheclic; 1o
remove (one's) shoes

dechte 1o lose weight

dedete DDT insecticide

defalkaw dizzy

defans defense, protection; defense
mechanism

defé see defét

defen deceased, the late

defet, defé 10 undo, take down; to
unstitch, break; to be in
declining health, be on the
wane; tom, undone (seam)

defibrilate defibrillator

defigire 1o disfigure; to distort; to
spoil, mar; to change (for the
worse), look sick

definl o define; 1o be emaciated;
definite

defo defect, flaw; vice, bad habit

defomasyon defect, deformity,
malformation

defome 10 deform; to be deformed

defouke 1o tear the croich (of
pants); slovenly or negligent
person

defyans mistrust, distrust

dega damage

degad on duty

degaje, degajét 1o get by,
manage; o go to the bathroom

degi, dyegl extra measure, (little
bit) extra

degobe 10 burp, belch

degonfle to deflate, reduce in size;
1o find relief from indigestion

degoudi to warm slightly (water
eic.); to remove stiffness or
pumbness

degout drop, drip

degoutan disgusting



degoute to dribble, drip

degrade to damage; to deteriorate,
get worse

degre degree {on thermometer)

degrennen to fall out (hair, teeth)

degrese to lose weight, slim down

degwosl to lose weight; to smooth
out

deja already

dejene, dejnen breakfast; to eat
breakfast

dejwentaj dislocation (bone),
luxation

dejwente to disjoint, dislocate

(bone)

dekale to peel, peel off, flake off

dekloke to disjoint, dislocate
(bone)

dekole to loosen, decongest; to
disjoint, dislocate (bone); to
detach

dekdmande to cancel, rescind,
annul, revoke

dekonjesyonne to decongest,
relieve congestion

dekonnekte to disconnect, unplug
@V tube etc.)

dekonpoze to faint, pass out; to
have a seizure; to make
nauseous; to sadden, discourage,
make listless; unresponsive;
unconscious; upset, flustered,
disturbed; nauseated

dekonpozisyon (mild) fainting
spell; seizure; decomposition
~ gwo chald heat exhaustion;
hyperthermia

dekontaminasyon
decontamination

dekoud to unstitch; to become
undone at seams, rip

dekoupe to dilute

dekovurajan discouraging,
depressing

dekouraje to discourage,
disappoint; to be discouraged, be
disappointed

dekouvri to discover; to uncover

dekrase 1o clean, take dirt off, scour

dekrep! decrepit

dekwennen scalded

dekwote to remove mud; to scrub,
scour; to comb and braid hair

del2 delay

delika delicate; refined, sensitive;
feeble, weak, infirm

delivrans afterbirth, placenta

delivre to expel the placenta; to
deliver

délko electric generator

delonje to disjoint, dislocate (bone)

delwen far

delye to dilute, be diluted

demanbre to dismember; weak,

demanjezon itch(ing)

demantibile to smash up; to
dislocate (bone)

demen see denmen

demi half

demidéy half-mourning

demigri tipsy, befuddled, shaky

demljan large water bottle (on
stand)

demoute, demonte to take apart;
to disjoint, dislocate (bone)

denéfe to desensitize, numb;
apathetic

deng ass, butt
po ~ rough or dry skin

denmen, demen tomorrow
apre ~ day after tomorrow
dimanch ~ next Sunday (etc.)

dénye last

dénydman recently, lately

depafini to ruin; to be ruined; to
waste away; to deteriorate; to
exhaust

depale to rant, rave; to be delirious;
delirium

depane to repair, fix (machinery)

depanse to spend, consume

depase to exceed, go beyond

depasyante to lose patience, be
impatient; to cause to lose
patience

deperl to lose weight; to decline,
go downhill; to waste away,
wither; dehydrated

depi since (temporal)
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deplase to move (s.0.); dislocated
(bone, shoulder etc.)

deploge 1o unplug

deplonbe 1o remove the filling
(woth)

deplotonnen 1o unroll, unravel

depo depot, storehouse; deposit;
abscess

depotwa garbage dump

depre near

depresyon physical exhaustion;
chronic fatigue; depression
~ né nervous breakdown

deranche 1o have a broken hip

deranje 1o disturb, interrupt; o
upset (stomach); to injure (part
of body); 1o be out of order
(mechanical); dislocated (bone)

deranjman disturbance, trouble;
aching, malsise; intestinal
disorder

derefize 1o refuse, reject

deregle out of order

derespektan insolent

derezonnen (o talk irrationally,
1alk nonsense

derisen:
Iwil ~ castor oil

déryé sec deye

desan decent, modest

desunm December

desann 1o descend, go down; to
subside; 10 take down, let down,
lower (pants elc.); o get worse,
worsen
~ kabann 10 get out of bed

desd decease, death; dessert

desere lo loosen, untie; (o unscrew;
to have regular stools (after
constipation)

desevis on duty

deside to decide

desiskole homosexual;
homosexuality; sixty-six

desose skinny, emaciated

desounen apathetic; apathy; (o
separaie a dead person from
his/her protective Voodoo spirit

dat deb, loan

detache to detach, uniie, unfasien

3

detann 1o relax

detanzantan from time to time, at
times

detay detail

detejun detergent

detepe DPT vaccine

detete DDT (insecticide)

detire to stretch (oneself); 1o jerk
(as in convulsions), have tonic
clonic movements

detrake crackpol, eccentric, nut

detrave crosswise, sideways

detri 1o destroy

devan, douvan front; before, in
front of (position); genitals

devere 1o worm

devise to unscrew

deviope to develop

dewoule to unroll, unwind

dedy mourning; mourning clothes

déye, deryé bottom, buttocks;
rear; rectum; behind, back (of)
(prep.)
bo ~ buttocks
fant ~ anal groove, crease
between buttocks
kouti ~ perineum
tou ~, twou ~ anus

déy¢kay rump

deyd outside; external, outer

dezablye to undress; nightigown

dezagrafe o unhook, undo,
unfasten

dezagreyab disagreeable,
unpleasant

dezanfle 1o reduce swelling

dezavantay, dezavantaj
disadvantage

dezekilib imbalance

dezekilibre to become unbalanced;
unsieady; looney, crazy

dezenfektan disinfectant

dezenfekte to disinfect

dezespere to despair; desperate,
hopeless

dezidratasyon dchydration

dezidrate to dehydrate

dezipe 1o unzip



dezdd disorder, misbehavior;
confusion, mess; sexual
risconduct; prostitution

dezoryante disoriented

dezose to become emaciated or
cachectic

dezyém second

di to say; to tell; hard, firm;
resistant; tough; difficult;
intense, severe
ale ~ to be constipated
vin ~ hardening; sclerosis; to
freeze

dife fire, flame
~ volan blister (esp. caused by
shoe)

difejennés acne

diferan different

difisil difficult

difom deformed, distorted

difterl diphtheria

dijere to digest

dijés easily digestible

dijesyon digestion; digestive

dilatasyon abortion; dilation;
enlargement

dilatat® dilator

dimanch Sunday

dimaten am., in/of the morning

diminye, diminwe to reduce,
diminish, lessen, decrease

dinamo dynamo, electric generator

dine dinner, large meal; luncheon,
noonday meal

dirab durable, lasting; solid; chronic

dire duration; to last, endure

dirék direct, straight; directly

direkt® director

disantrl dysentery

diskite to discuss

disloke dislocated (shoulder etc.)

dispans? dispensary, infirmary

disparét to disappear

dispozab disposable

distiie, distiye to disuill; to
purify (waler etc.)

diswa p.m., infof the evening

ditept DTP vaccine

ditou (used as 2 negative only) at all
pe ... ~! noti ... at all!

divdse ic divorce, separate

diyite dignity; penis

dizét famine, hunger

djab devil, malevoient creature

djabét diabetes

djabetik diabetic

djagnostik, dyagnostik
diagnosis; diagnostic

djanm, dyanm robust; steady,
firm; lively

djapot, dyapdt jackpot; slot
machine; puke, vomit
bay ~, fé ~ to puke, throw
up, vomit

djare see dyare

djép see gép

djestimevwa masturbation

djlp jeep -

djob, dyddb job, position

djoke to bewitch, hex, jinx

djol, dydl (fam.) mouth; mug,
face

~ flobop, ~ fobop, ~ fd,
~ foy toothless

djondjon mushroom
maladl ~ fungal infection

dlo water; liquid; tear(drop)
ale ~ to have a (very) watery
stool
~ blan(ch) discharge,
secretion
~ bouch saliva
~ dous fresh (unsalty) water
~ Je tear(drop)
~ konpoze concoction of
herbs etc.
~ lolo watery
~ nan je tearful, in tears
~ nan vant ascites
~ oksljene hydrogen peroxide
~ pot vaginal bath after giving
birth
~ sl gastric reflux, acidic belch
fé ~, kourl ~ to water, tcar
gate ~, jete yon ~ to
urinate (fam.)
nan ~ in bad shape, in a fix
ti ~ discharge

dlofolo, dyololo watery

do back



chenn ~ backbone
~ ba round-shouldered
~ chamo hunchback
~ fé mal back pain
~ koko mons veneris
~ louvrl, ~ ouvé sprained
back
~ mangay ulcerated back
(donkey etc.)
kase sou ~ to be in an
advanced state of pregnancy
palét ~ general shoulder area
ravin ~ exterior depression
along backbone
rég ~, zo ~ backbone
dodo 1o sleep (baby word)
dokte, dok, dokté doctor,
physician
~ dan dentist
~ fey faith-and-herb healer,
folk healer
~ fil woman physician
~ Leta government physician
~ pakoti quack
~ zo bone-setter; orthopedist
dola dollar
domaj see donmaj
domaje see donmaje
domen back or dorsum of hand
domi to sleep; to go to bed; sleep;
latent
~ anl¢ to sleep on a bed
~ ap pete je I to be unable
10 keep one's eyes open

~ blanch to go to bed hungry

~ chat cat nap, short doze
~ di to be sound asleep, sleep
soundly
~ konsa 1o go 1o bed hungry
~ nan je li io be sleepy
~ pran li to fall asleep
-~ tét ba to sleep without a
pillow
fe ~ to put 1o sleep, put io
bod
gen ~ nan je io be sicepy
leve man ~ to wake up
nan ~ asleep, sleeping;
mdoleni

domichat cat nap, short doze

domidi 10 be sound asleep, sleep
soundly
Dominikani Dominican Republic
donmaj, domaj, donmay
damage, injury; birth defect;
deformity; too bad! what a
shame!
~ nan nesans birth defect
~ nan sévo cerebral
hemorrhage; stroke, cerebro-
vascular accident (CVA)
donmaje, domaje to damage,
injure, harm; to cripple,
handicap; defective
bebe ~ deformed or
handicapped infant
donmajman handicap; deformity;
physical injury; damage
donmay see donmaj
donnen to produce, yield (crops); to
have a pimple; to have a
malignant growth; to form a
scar; ingrained, deep-seated,
endemic
~ sou (o overcome; 10 be
chronic or long-lasting
dopye instep, dorsum of foot
dore golden
dosa girl bom after birth of twins
~ anvan girl bom preceding
twins
dosou boy bom after birth of twins
~ anvan boy born preceding
twins
dosye medical record; hospital chart
dot other
dou docile, nice, gentle, mild
doub doubie
we ~ to have double vision
doubout standing, upnght
douch shower (bath); (vaginal)
douche
douk bump; hump
fé ~ 1o be swollen
doulé pain, ache; sorrow; labor
contractions; rheumatism
dous sweet, pleasant, agrecable
dousman slowly; quictly, softly;
calmly, gently
dout doubt



douvan see devan
douzén dozen
doz dose, dosage
~ rapél booster shot
dozafe pubic area or region
dra (bed) sheet; bedclothes
anba ~ to be in bed sick
dramamin dramamine
drandran var. of tiny parasite
Je ~ conjunctivitis, pink-eye
drenaj draining, drainage
drene to drain
drese to straighten
drét see dwat
dri often; repeatedly; rapidly;
profusely
dril mechanical drill
dtan of time
dwat right (opposite of left);
straight; righteous, upright
tou ~ straight ahead
dwat, drdt straight
tét ~ sane; proud
dwe 10 owe; must, have to
ta ~ should, ought
dwet finger
bout ~ stub (of a finger)
~ anilkk, ~ bag ring finger
~ jida, ~ jouda, ~ bouwo
index finger, forefinger
~ jimo, ~ marasa extra
finger or toe
~ maj®, ~ mitan middle
finger
~ pous thumb
~ pye toe
fant ~ space between fingers
or toes
gwo ~ thumb
pwent ~, tét ~ finger tip
tt ~ little finger
dwog (illegal) drug
dwoge to protect through magic
power; to be under the influence
of illicit drugs, be high; drug
addict
dwdl funny; strange; pregnant
dyabet, djabét diabetes
dyabetik, djabetik diabetic
dyafram diaphragm

dyagnostik, djagnostik
diagnosis; diagnostic
dyanm see djanm
dyann wail, cry (of baby)
dyapot see djapdt
dyare, djare diarrhea
~ anwo vomiling
~ masisl AIDS
~ pa ba diarrhea
~ pa wo vomiting
gwo ~ san dysentery
Dye, Bondye God
~ benis Bless you! (when
someone sneezes)
sl ~ vle God willing
dyegl see degl
dyé¢p see gép
dyestimevwa, djeséimevwa
masturbation
dydt diet
dybdb, djob job, position
dydl see djol
dyololo watery

E

e and

¢ hour

ebete, enbete stupid, dumb;
senile; mentally retarded

echantiyon, chantiyon sample,
specimen

echap arm sling

echdk failure

&d aid, help, assistance; helper, aide,
assistant

ede, ide, ride to help, assist

edém edema

edml and a half; thirty (minutes),
half past (the hour)

efd effort, attempt

efranjit swollen feet (and legs),
edema (of lower extremities)

egal equal

egare disoriented

egou, regou (covered) sewer, drain

ezwl see zegwl

egzamen examination

egzaininen io examine

egzanp example, patiemn; precedent



pa ~ for example, for instance

egzante, ekzante to avoid, keep
away from, absizin from

egzat, ekzat exact, accurale,
precise

egzekite, ekzekite to execute,
carry out (orders); to kill
~ yon preskripsyon to fill a
prescription

egzema, ekzema eczema, rash;
athlete's foot; jock itch

egzése, ekzése (yon misk) to
retrain (a muscle)

egzésis, ekzdsis exercise
fée ~ to exercise

egzeyat, ekzeyat medical
discharge or release

egzeyate, ekzeyate 1o discharge
or be discharged from hospital

egzijan, ekzijan demanding,
exacting, hard to please; delicate,
needing much care or attention

ejakile to ejaculate

eka quarter (past the hour); a fourth
(of a monetary unit)

ekarl see kari

ekate dental probe

eklilib balance, equilibrium

ekip team; staff

ekipe scc okipe

ekla splinter, fragment

eklanmezi, eklanpsl eclampsia

eklate 1o rupture, burst

eklatman ruplure

eklis sce Kklis

tkondisyone air-conditioning

ekoulman urethral discharge;
gonorrhea

ekri 1o write

eksepte except, but

eksitan stimulant

eksite to provoke, annoy; lo
stimulate

ekspé, espe expert

eksplike, esplike 1o explain

ekstraksyon extraction

ekzante scc egzante

ekzat scc egzat

ekzekite scc egzekite

ekzema sec egzema

ekzése see egzése

ekzésls see egzésis

ekzeyal see egzeyat

ckzeyate see egzeyate

ekzijan sec egzijan

elastik, lastik elastic; rubber
band

elektrik, lektrik electric

elektrisite, lektrisite electricity

elév pupil, student

elevate (dental) elevator

ematimét hemacytometer

ematokrit hematocrit

emay enamel

emoglobin hemoglobin

emorajl, morajl bleeding,
hemorrhage; great pain

emosyon shock, emotion
fé ~ 1o be emotional,
overwrought

emowoyid hemorrhoids, piles

enbetan, anbetan annoying,
troublesome, bothersome

enbete see ebete

endéks index finger

endijés indigestible

endijesyon indigestion

endikasyon indication, sign

endispoze to faint, pass out; to
make nauseous, upsel;
UNconscious

endispozisyon fainting spell;
delirium; shock

endjl energy, spirit

enfeksyon, enféksyon infection
~ (nan) bwonch pneumonia
~ nan jwentl septic arthritis
~ Dan san sepsis
~ nan zo osteomyelitis
fée ~ 10 be or become infected,
have an infection

enfekte, enfekte lo infect

enfim crippled; frail, sickly

enfimite handicap, disability;
cripple

enfimye (male) nurse

enflimyé (female) nurse; nursing

enflamasyon, anflamasyon
swelling, inflammaiion

enfdmasyon information



enganm, engam sable-bodied,
firm, strong; spry, active, agile

enf hernia
~ (e)trangle strangulated
hemia

enik eunuch

enka one-fourth

enkibaté incubator

enkonvalesan in ill health

enkyé worried, uncasy, anxious

enkyete to worry, be anxious

enkyetid anxicty, agitation

ennan one year

ennévan imritating, bothersorne

enpe a little, some

enpémeyab plastic sheet;
waterproof

enpetigo impetigo

enpodtan important

enpotans, pdtans importance

enpoze to prevent, stop

enptipe a little bit

enpwop unclean, slovenly

ensektisld insecticide

ensilin insulin

ensizyon incision

ensten instinct; intuition

enstitl institute

enstriman instrument

entansifl intensive

entatad scnile; spastic

entén resident, intern (medical)

enténa internship

enténen, enténe to hospitalize,
admit (to hospital); to be
hospitalized

enténis internist

entéprét interpreter, translator

entesten intestine

entestinal intestinal

entete stubborn; senile; to have
Alzheimer's disease

entoksikasyon toxemia

enty¢ onc-third

epatit hepatitis

epe thick

epeng sce zepeng

epesd thickness; density

epesi to thicken

epl and

epldém epidermis

epidemi epidemic

epigidt epiglotiis

epiny® spinal

epizman fatigue, exhaustion

epol see zepol

eponj sponge

epwouvet, epouvdt test tube

eré, er¢ error, mistake

ereditd hereditary

esepte, eksepte except, but

eseye see seye

eska bedsore

eskalye stairs

eskavat® (dental) spoon excavator

¢ske (interrogative marker for yes-
no question)

eskeélét skeleton

eskize to excuse, forgive

eskizofrén schizophrenic

eskdlyoz scoliosis

eskopyon scorpion

ESNIEM  acronym for Service
National des Epidémies
Majeures (essentially, the
national malaria-control

program
esoufle out of breath, breathless
espatil (dental) cement spatula
espe, ekspé expert
espedisyon evil spell or
preparation (Voodoo)
espektoran expectlorant
espém sperm
espématozoyid spermatozoon, pl.
spenmatozoa
espere to hope (for); to wait (for);
10 expect
espesyal special, particular
espesyalis specialist; technician
espesyalite specialty
espesyaiman especially
esplike, eksplike to explain
¢spre on purpose
espwa hope
estanda standard
esténen, estine, estémye to
;ecze
esterit sterile



esterlle IUD (intrauterine device),
ioop, (contraceptive) coil

esterilizasyon sterilization

esterilizaté sierilizer
~ vap? autoclave

esterilize to sterilize (sanilize;
desex)

estetoskop stethoscope

estewoyld steroid

estok stock, supply

estoke 1o store

estrémonsyon last rites, extreme
unction

estréptokdk streptococcus

estwopye 1o injure, cripple, maim;
cripple; lame, disabled

eta conditon, state

etann to extend, stretch out, spread
ow

etanp temple (head)

etaslvil office where births,
marriages and deaths are recorded

Etazinl, Ozetazinl Uniled States
of America

et¢ ether

etenn o put out, extinguish, turn
off

etl see plétil

etidye to study

etikét label

etoufman, retoufman
suffocation, asphyxia; choking;
shormess of breath; dyspnea;
asthma; emphysema

etrangle strangulated

etriye stirrups (for pelvic exam)

etwat narrow

evantay (hand-) fan

evapore 1o evaporate

evite to avoid

ewoylin heroin

F

fa make-up (lipstick eic.)

fab detergent

fache annoyed, upsel, angry
fafouten, pafouten sideburns
fal chest, stomach

famasl, fanmasi, fonmasl
pharmacy, drugstore

famasyen, fonmasyen
pharmacist, druggist

fanm woman; common-law wife
~ chay midwife
~ chay diplome government-
trained midwife
~ deyd misiress
~ kay principal common-law
wife
~ lib loose woman
~ saj, ~ say midwife
~ sou kote mistress
mach ~ menstruation;
menstrual problems

fanmasl see famasl

fanmi family; relative(s); extended
family
ti ~ distant relative

fanmsay, fanmsaj midwife

fann 1o slit, split; to lance; to
crack; o flake, be scaly; cut
~ vant to perform a Caesarean
section

fant crack, split, fissure; opening,
gap; space between (fingers eic.)
~ d¢yé¢ anal groove, crease
between buntocks
~ janm groin

farennay(t) Fahrenheit

fasil easy; easygoing, easily

fatig fatigue, weariness
gwo ~ exhaustion

fatigan tiring, fatiguing

fatige tired; to tire out

fatra urash, garbage, waste

faya 1o faint; very weak (from
hunger); deadly
tonbe ~ 1o starve

fe iron; stirrups (for pelvic exam),
to make; to do; 1o cause; o give
birth, have (a baby); to have
sex; 1o have a bowel movement
~ ~ 10 have s.0. do something
~ mal to harm; to hurt, pain;
1o ache, be sore

feb weak, feeble, infirm; dull

feblan tuncan

febles, febles weakness; anemia



maladl ~ malnutrition
tonbe ~ to faint, pass out; to
be exhausted
febli to weaken, become weak
fejennds, difejennes, fedjennds
acne
fek, fenk to have just (done
something)
fekal:
matyé ~ excrement, fecal
malter
fekondasyon fecundation
fekonde to fecundate, impregnate
fele to crack; crack, break, fissure
fém firm, solid, steady
femen to close, shut; to close up
(fontanel); to form scar tissue,
cicatrize; shy, bashful
~ a(k) kle to Jock
fentt, fenndt window
fenk sce fek
fenwa, féenwe darkness
fenyan cowardly
fes buttocks
~ sotl hemorrhoids
tou ~, twouw ~ anus
fet to be born; done, completed
~ de pye devan breech
delivery
~ nan ta to be born late in a
woman's life
~ pou should, must, be
supposed to
~ tet ani® breech delivery
~ tou mourl stillborn
fetis fetus; fetal
fetoskop [etoscope
fevrye February
fey leaf
~ renmeéd medicinal herb
~ 20rey (external) ear
gwo ~ labia majora
pedi anpit ~ to be really nuts
or crazy
pddi yon/kek ~ to be alittle
crazy or looney
tl ~ labia minora
feya] foliage, leaves
al man ~ 1o consuli 2 faith-
asid-herb healer

fi, fly girl, woman; daughter
~ lib loose woman
pitit ~ daughter
vydy ~ old maid, spinster

fibwom fibrcus tumor, fibroma:
hard mass of spoiled blood
within the womb

fich slip, card; bill, itemized
acoount

fidél faithful; compliant
(medically); faithfully, regularly

fif, fiftdiwann, fiftiwonn ass,
butt
twou ~ anus

figl face
bd ~ cheek(s)
po ~ complexion, face
720 ~ cheekbone

fikse to fasten; to stare at; to focus

fiksyonnen to rub vigorously with
lotion, alcohol etc.

fil wire, thread, string; hymen;
fiber; stitch; suture; gaunt;
scrawny, emaciated
~ dant®, ~ pou dan dental
floss
pwent ~ projecting end of
stitch

filaman filament (light bulb); IUD
(intrauterine device), loop,
(contraceptive) coil

fliaryoz filariasis

file sharp

filzt, file hymen; string of the
tongue, frenum; hair-net

fitt, fiite filter

filtre to filter, strain
papye ~ filter paper

fimen to smoke (cigarette, pipe
etc.)

MNmye manure, fertilizer

fin see fini

fineray, finiray funeral, burial

fini, fin 1o finish, end, complete;
to become, end up

finfray sce fineray

finistnan end, completion

fisél string

fit, fwit leak

fiy seefl



fiyanse, fyanse fiancé(e); o get
engaged, be engaged

fiyel, fiyol godchild, godson,
goddaughter

fiyet liwtle girl

fiydl see flyel

fizik physical condition

fizyolojl physiology

flach flashlight

flak hungry

flakon small botle, vial, flask

flan side, flank; diaphragm
(anaiomy)

fle flower; menstruation, menstrual
period

fNeasezon neurolic

fiegédek old; skinny; dying

flem, flenm phlegm, snot,
sputum, mucus

fNlengen frail child

fleri to flower; to menstruate

flit insect spray; spray gun (for
nsecticide)

flite to spray, fumigate

flité inhalor

fMiyorid fluoride

flobop see fobop

floche to flush (toilet)

fo false, artificial

fo strong, powerful; acute; loud;
intelligent, clever; see fok
pl ~ most, the majority of

fobop, flobop:
djol ~ 1oothless

fok, fo (the subject follows) to
have o, it is necessary that,
must

fol crazy

foll craziness, insanity
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