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RLES W. WESTERBECK, MD., M.P.H it plesident. Its initial duties were ficiency.
» MP.H. aND B. J. O’'Louc 1N, MD, pyD, it screening examinations of the Lay Since the Lay Mission Helpers
= | Mission Belpers who were going over- training program was already estab-

. h ;
heal the sick who are there and say to them, ‘The
4 ¢ doctor volunteered for lished, and in order not to duplicate

God is at hand 10 you! ingdom of seas. Soon one
St. Luke C. X 5. 910 overseas duty, then two, then three. these efforts, aspirants to the medical
In the spring of . The movement gained momentum. It missions receive the same spiritual
pring of 1959 the Catholic because of lack of = organized dso gained approval. Cardinal Mc- formation as the L. M. H. members. In
Prganized pl, Intyre, Bishop Sheen, then Cardinal conjunction some special preparation

Physicians’ Guild of
the Archdi -
of L e 7 iocese  and 3 '
sympgziul:r:gell\e i rrl:g:i S st il ”257’?;]:121‘1621;3;45:( \\ef ey bl Agagianian and the Propaganda Fides is given in tropical medicine, lan-
to most of the docto;égnor’ unknown after a few weeks E t prematurly ~joined the Society for the Propagation ~ guages, and missiology. Lay medical
present, strode perhaps even a ; ew months o of the Faith in approval of M.D.A. mission helpers follow the same Rule
year.  most instancs, It was incorporated in the State of of Life which was written by Msgr.

to the podium at i A
termission d .
told them of the I and  the local Bisho
needs of the mission Ps 1 been unabl California as a lay, religious, charit- Brouwers and they also wear the spe-
cial ring which proclaims, “For we

lands for doci o to find re
AT htors' In the ensuing lively  they had f;“eme,, “even though | sble organization of doctors. Donations
life of a ’mis:iop ol‘;lted out that the to do so gb ea to co siderable effot | are tax deductible. M.D.A. is gov- are God’s helpers.”
that of a "medicr:neOCtornn.eed not be States and Ezm PeP ei in the Unttd | emed by an exccutive committee and The classes are conducted on
Baf wonld Hbme lik?lanb in the bush pitals were nowP ru,l, y Oé_these hos Board of Directors. The active mem- Wednesday and Friday nights and one
Catholic Albert SChweYt ¢ that of a and some were clc ]a dxster " bership includes some interested non- on Sunday afternoons which is fol-
Ditalsy clinies ot wle zer since hos-  pletely. own con medical laymen, a few “paramedical”’ Jowed by a social hour and dinner.
anly waiting for dc;cto re ready and During his worldw L | people, chiefly doctors and numbers The Course occupies about 10 clock
Itebest i e &l lrs to staff them. the Bishops asked M mission tous, approximately” seventy, all active in hours a week. Lectures are given by
that the Guild ?d enge was such help them recruit dl Brouvwers o vatious committees. Financial support ~Msgt. Laubacher and his assistant,
Medical Missio P(r:ESI ent appointed a  other param d‘}I Oc ars, nurses and comes from about 200 contributing Father O'Leary and a missionary priest
a program for r;:h ommittee to develop even PmeiseZ il sonnel.  Sone members (Mission Doctors Aids) of the White Fathers Society, as well
iesions e Guild and for the new complete h to buiid and eqips and an annual Benefit Dinner Dance s presentations by visiting "mission-
) Msgr,. Anthony J. B ~ nosuch gciuty(;?;itﬂ hf-:;;thgx:;wzs at the Knollwood Country Club. aries and returned L.M.H.ers. The
itual advisor to  the (jro".lw.ers’ spir-  further promised P e Disopd All funds collected are used to pay areas of study are in aesthetic theol-
rector of the P e Christines, Di- housing, local 0 upply suibk for transportation of the lay medical 08y moral theology, missiology and
and| Foundar frogagatlon of the Faith many in’st al transpc tation and in mission helpers, their families and lanéuage‘ Those who have completed
ers even thgn the LaY'Mlss_ion-Help- stipend ifagcels’ even | od and a smal personal effects to and from the mis- the training and have served as mis-
multiple m elomwas suffering from  find the eon{ M;gr_ rouwers cold sions, to help with insurance and a sionaries are unanimous in their agree-
his work v};ell :. He died in 1964, stay for £ lep et who ould come id small monthly stipend and minimal ~ment that the Courses are essential for
finished. He hsd“tjd but far from  Several gstitwo of threchfeg operating expenses. All help is donated ~ all who would wish to go to the mis-
to the missio a ¢ edlgated himself  Brouwers hyj“s previously Mgt to the organization on a voluntary, sions. Even had they not been able
i n of Christ in pagan sion-Hel ad foundcd! the Lay-Ms gratis basis. Thus everyone involveci to go overseas they would have been
connts e col’elv.els thro.ugh the mission for and perds to recruit train, contrd shares in the good work. extremely thankful for this oppor-
e rvemced him that the job m; ssionssenwilay apostlcs to the African :“‘e unique character of M.D.A. lies tunity because it provided them 2
able. He fgelt otrh::hecfivi‘:aile;%ydav?il- the Phys'icians'enGL?iled 3{?55;’;1?&:?}: tllrlllgg)éoin o f'acdt th?t recruits must  COMPIECly ne™ L o Berge e
apostoli ed for ti ? h a period o i
PHZOILCaéayE;z;; d hund ]%Tejl;:iesc 0{,“ e;ff) lr em{“ medical hdl’d' spifitual Igregaration of Zfllleapsltar:lni[e)i Chlgiltl"ing the doctors’ stay here in Los
pitals without doct undreds of hos-  first chairmar fa oney was appoint® months. During this time the prospec- Angeles, final selection is made. Ar-
staffs of nurses Cdors and inadequate  Committee aDn of the Medical Mision tive missionaries must live in or near rangements are also made with the
of these hospit la nd technicians. Many  Surger at.U r. Maloney, Professor of Los Angeles, where the classes are responsiblc missionary Bishops; per-
but idle fol; éllskwere well equipped  were Syo CLA, and his commt® conducted. The Board is ready and mMits to practice, and visas are secured
trained person af of the necessary ment thastuCcess.ful in_ their develop dble to help them where necessar This requires several months. After
pitals were b“?' Most of the hos- greater th their activity was 5000 with transportation, housing, and t); all of these details are completed ack-
uilt for doctors T Th than that of the Parent Guﬂd find employment—usually ]r; a local in and cratin, shi 1np ro’csrin
’ us began the Mission Doctos hospital, so that they can continue C?o infurance, etc.,%tc., oIljlov%. Ipt is espég-
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aries appreciate the help of M.D.A.
and LM.H. who have had a con-
siderable experience and have standard
procedures established to solve these
problems. At first, these nine months
seem to be a long period but actu-
ally the days are so full of preparation
that they pass quickly.

Lay medical mission helpers usually
volunteer for three year terms; after
which they are brought home. If they
should desire to return, another con-
tract is negotiated for a second or
third term of three-years each. Some
wish to spend a lifetime, but after
three years they deserve a rest back
home, and an opportunity to wvisit
relatives and friends. Furthermore, they
need a brief respite.

To date five physicians and one
dentist have been sent with their fam-
ilies to Africa. Four are presently
working there, two in Southern Rho-
desia at Driefontein Mission and two
at Malawi (formerly Nyasaland), one
at Likuni Mission, the other at Nami-
tete Mission. Two others have com-
pleted their tours and have returned
home.

In Southern Rhodesia are Dr. and
Mrs. James Carey and their five chil-
dren. Jim is a well-qualified surgeon
and he now operates a modern 300
bed tuberculosis sanatorium and a fine
new 150 bed general hospital. Dr.
and Mrs. Joseph Kirby are also at
Driefontein. Joe is a dentist who is
also trained in anesthesiology. Made-
lene, his wife, is a registered nurse
who works in the hospital.

These two hospitals were opened
and operated by Tom Bain, M.D. (one
of our first Mission Doctors).

Dr. and Mrs. Bain and their six
children recently returned to the
United States after almost three and a
half years in Central Africa where
they did outstanding work. The Shona
tribesmen there in Southern Rhodesia
know what true Christian charity is
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because they have

thanks to the Bains
These hospitals

Lay Mission Helpe

experienced jt |

also staffed by |
aramedical pe’

sonnel and some ¢ man Domin
nurses and lay nu , from Swite.
land.

At Likuni Missic  in Malawi ae
Dr. Herb Sorensen his wife Do
and their four chilc 1. Dr. Sorema |
is a qualified obst: cian and ge
cologist and Doris s a regiserd
nurse. Herb is the ¢ Iy doctor a the
200 bed general ho: ‘al and has s
eral satellite hospita  which mug b '
visited periodically. T also has the
sponsibility fora sch | of nursingand
midwifery. It is one ¢ 'he few in Mi-

awi and their gradu
the top of the class c
national examinatio
family is known anc
one, and has been
past 19 months.
Namitete, a missi
35 miles from Lik
Jim Fitzgerald, M.D
wife Dolores and thc:
born in Africa just
a year ago. Jim is
tioner whose love for

are usually i
hose taking the
The Sorensen
wved by every-
Likuni for the

approximately
ispstaffed by
Vith him is his
baby daughter
cr their arrival
general pract
ople and con-

fidence in God is rez .y afpparent to
all who meet him. wife Dolores
is not a nurse but is a cry resourceful
woman who besides | cing a mother

and wife is conducting English lessons
for the Carmelite sisiers who come
from Luxembourg. Jim1 and Dolores
were previously assigrn-d to a mission
among the Navajos in Arizona where
they will long be romembered and
loved.

M.D.A. has a policy that involves
thorough screening of the missiot
areas before a location is selected. S¢
eral years ago, most of the missionary
Bishops in the world were sent qu&
tionnaires inquiring in considerable ¢
tail about their medical needs, facl
ities and equipment. The answed
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gtﬂ MD.A. with a great deal of

tive, that of sending physicians alrlld
dentists to the missions. Eventua 1¥:
as it grows stronger and more se .
sufficient M.D.A. may be ableffto a :
sume a second objective to stal hm]l:
sion hospitals completely wnth | SZ
medical mission helpers. Neverthe Z' ;
doctors, nurses and other parame tl}fe
ally trained people owe much t.oh he
L.M.H. organization and we w}is o
keep the close association with the tly
Mission Helpers since they preszr} yl
recruit, train, and send_ parame }:G‘l
personnel and give us priority in ther
assignment. .
As M.D.A. grows, there is an ever
increasing need for Mission Doctors—
Aids to pay for ever mounting €x
penses. Not everyone is called tokg?l
to the missions but everyone IS as ek
to help by furthering ‘His  work.
M.D.A. is a layman’s m_edlcal mission-
ary organization that gives agl'oppo:c-)
tunity for all, priest and publican, °
share in this work of h'ea!mg the sic
and furthering ~ Christ’s ~ mission.
M.D.A. can supply 2 §peaker with ap-
propriate visual material for organiza-
tional meetings and can mail _hterla-
ture to interested groups or individuals.

"

material, especially w'hen
rz)mdrsonal information gcql{lged
. Brouwers from his visits.
present director of ‘the Society for
Propagation of the.Falth and his as-
sisant have also visited these missions
on several occasions and last year on¢
of MD.A’s Board of Directors
(CWW) was sent on 2 fact finding
tout of Africa where he evg.l_uated' the
hospitals and general conditions in 2
number of ‘‘bush missions.
This information has strengthened
the msolution that once the responst-
bility for a mission hospital has been
accepted, it will be kept staffed and
functioning efficiently before any new
eterprises will be started. So far,
thank God, M.D.A. has been able to
keep this promise. The only way that
MD.A. can expand to new areas will
be by having an increasing number
of recruits. In fact, M.D.A. is now
at a point where it must have more
new members in order to be certain of
teplacing those doctors who are al;eady
in Africa. Dr. Sorensen’s term will b,e
completed in one year; Dr. Fit'zgerald 's
in two years and Dr. Kirby this i
spring. Dr. Carey still has 214 more Msgr. Brouwers used o say eSS':
years. There is one physician each for  «Nothing Suc'ceeds like dSl}:c :
this year's and next year’s classes and  Thanks to Almighty G_od, and t l,-ougof
many more are urgently needed. ¢he Monsignor's planning, screening L
With proper publicity and rectuit, = o and  personnel, and thoroug
88 MD.A. should be able to find spiritual training, M.D.A. /Jq: suc-
five or ten physicians each year who cgeded modestly in these past five and
will volunteer these few years to serve e half years. God willing, it will
B oL S Medicalr = to grow into a stronger and
O s T cople o fFicicn re successful instru-
plete program—it just needs people. ~more effncn;ntl, n;o
It is still working on its first objec- ~ment of His love.
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