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We Love Our Moderator

Joun T. Scumirz, M.D.

The Milwaukee Guild of the
National Federation has been an
active chapter with a yearly average
of more than 200 members. Quar-
terly meetings are well attended;
113 were present for our latest
one. We convene at 8:00 am.
Sunday Mass, followed by break-
fast, a brief address and adjourn-
ment by 10:00 a.m.

The Guild is alive and well
because of our moderator, Reverend
Francis ]. Bisenius. He has been
our good friend and advisor since
1955. Father Bisenius, Milwaukee-
born, is Professor of Dogmatic and
Moral Theology at St. Francis Major
Seminary in Milwaukee. (In spite
of this imposing title he can out-fish
and out-golf most of us.) He
received his elementary education
in Milwaukee and attended St.
Francis Minor Seminary for six
years. He then spent three years at
the Gregorian University in Rome
before the war forced his return to
this country. He was ordained after
studying three more years at the
Catholic University in Washington.
Since 1947 he has been Professor
at the major seminary. He is also
Pro-synodal Judge of the Archdio-
cesan Marriage Tribunal and a Cen-
sor Librorum for magazine articles
published here.

Father Bisenius’ attributes are
best described by relating his activ-
ities in our behalf. He has been
instrumental in organizing a work-
ing health care program for the
religious in the area. Several years
ago he called together a committee
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of the Guild and the S eriors of
all the Religious Orde  for an
organizational meeting.  rom this
session evolved a worth: le health
program. He has celebrs | Mass for
every Guild meeting sir  becoming
our moderator, concel ating last
year’s White Mass wit  ine Cath-
olic hospital chaplains  n thearea.
Father has visited mo the Guild
members in their es. As a
Mother’s Day projec had book-

1s provided
Souquet for

lets printed in whic!
a page for a Spirit:

a doctor and his chi 1 to present
to their mothers hat  special
occasion. In his ern for us,
Father Bisenius ha ed members
who are ill in the ital, led the
rosary at vigils for cased mem-

the hospital
the delivery

goes fishing

bers; he dropped
to see my wife
of our children.

in northern Wis with Guild
members; he in. ted one'of
those outings an: e 280 miles
back to Milwauke hold a rosary
vigil for a decea ember. Heis

seldom adverse same of golt
He has heard (- ‘nfession of
doctor on his d d.

ways Father
. the members
atholic Physi-
his is why we

In these ma:
Bisenius is very
of the Milwauk:
cians’ Guilds —
love our Moderc

iilwaukee Catholic
secretary-treasure
Jice of obstetrics 11

Dr. Schmitz serves ti
Physicians’ Guilds
He is in private p

that city, He is lical Instructor 0
Obstetrics, Marque! niversity School o
Medicine.
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remove my high school sweetheart’s
class ring from my finger; studied
at home under his guidance through
college and medical school and
finally had the privilege of teaming
with him in practice for a few short
years before he “retired” to a Bene-
dictine monastery after the death of
my mother.

Of course he has been the greatest
influence in my life. I shall cite
only one example of his advice,
because his whole life has been a
sermon. “If ever a grateful patient
or relative tearfully wrings your
hand in gratitude for saving the life
of a loved one,” he said, “accept it
humbly and graciously, because you
will know that you couldn’t have
done it by yourself and you are
going to be blamed for an awful lot
of things you couldn’t possibly help.”

There was also the late Father
Anthony Berens, S.]., who taught
Apologetics in the College of Liberal
Arts and who used to conclude a
lecture like thjs: “Either this is
Truth and the only important Truth
in the world or it’s the greatest
hoax that was ever perpetrated!”
His contribution was the utter con-
viction that our God-given faith is
wholly compatible with an endless
pursuit of rational and scientific
knowledge of nature and ourselves
and that without that Faith all
things are meaning]ess,

My mother was a convert. She
never missed a basketball game
when we played and she was always
pleased but secretly a little irrev-
erently amused by the universal
practice of both teams of little boys
kneeling — as separate teams, of
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course —to pray for victor: before
the games. She was puzz d, she
said, about how God coul decide
which team’s prayer to an- er, but

it was her own observa m that
the team with the talle center
almost always won.

Perhaps I may be f ven for

“reaching” for analogy  cre. To

me, the “tallest center” captain
of the team praying God for
victory in the game ar .t disease
and death, is the pt ian who
anchors his apostols. his first
duty, beginning in s and con-
tinuing through eve .y of his
life in practice; the dv cultivate
a full and competent ledge and
skill in the science ar of medi-
cine. He knows tha needs the
help of his teammar: consulta-
tion. He seeks his ain’s help
on moral and eti. problems,
especially today in scrimmage
of seemingly paradc v changing
concepts still based changeless
moral principles. [f 'ws enough
of his natural remedi know that
they will never be aletely ade-
quate — that he nec God’s help.
He knows that if ho ncompetent
because of culpabl:  adequacy in
his preparation he is . Ity of injus-
tice. toward his .. ont and of
presumption in ask'z  the Divine
Physician to bail hin. .

I offer now this view of my

apostolate: .
To cure the disecscs that afflict
men and to alleviaie the physical
pain and mental suffering that
arise from them. ;
To keep a conviction of the nob;-
ity of my vocation and the sacred-
ness of my trust;
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To love all men as brothers of
Christ, to be cared for as such;

To understand how my science
and art can fit in with God’s
plan for men;

To know that when death even-
tually and inevitably displaces me
at the bedside I have not neces-
sarily failed but have simply had
to give way to God’s call.

I know that, with God’s help, it
is not impossible to carry out such

an apostolate in the litle world in
which T move. One of His heroes,
has shown us the way in our own
time, in the person of octor Tom
Dooley, the Iate physician to the
people of Laos and ihe world. At
his funeral the eulogist quoted from
a poem by Robert Frost some words
Tom Dooley loved and lived:

The woods are lovely, dark and
deep.

But I have promises to keep,
And miles to go before | sleep.

XI
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS

CATHOLIC DOCTORS
Manila, Philippines
November 2-6, 1966
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Principal Theme
THE DOCTOR and the POPULATION PROBLEM

Secondary Themes

Fertility and Sterility * Population Control

Genetics  *

Social Medicine

Food and Nutrition

Socio-Economic Factors

Contact: Mariano M. Alimurung, M.D.
Faculty of Medicine and Surgery
University of Santo Tomas
Manila, Philippines
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