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Doctor, Are You A Chris

Joun G. SLeviN, M.D.

To be a Christopher it is not nec-
essary to be a formal member of the
Christopher Movement. Anyone who
is a true follower of Christ is essen-
tially a Christopher. Just what that
may mean to us as physicians is the
intent of this article.

Since Vatican Council I, the
stress has been heavy on the lay-
man’s role in the ecumenical move-
ment. Dialogue with our separated
i)rethren Is encouraged. However,
in such dialogue we have been ad-
monished to “accentuate the posi-
tive,” rather than delve deeply into
discourse on divers dialectics con-
cerning religion. As physicians, most
of us are ill-prepared to discuss the-
ology. But most doctors educated
as Catholics are sufficiently well
grounded in the fundamentals of
our religion to explain it to others,

Pope John through Vatican II
opened intellectual doors heretofore
barred to us. Our Protestant and
Jewish confreres feel more free to
speak about religion and to ask
us, as Catholic physicians, questions
about Catholic practice and beljef.
Are we prepared to answer their
queries? If we wish to be true fol-
lowers of Christ — Christophers —
we will be prepared.

While many Catholic physicians
gravitate to the Catholic hospital for
their medical practice, some of us
prefer and do confine our work to
non-Catholic institutions. This writer
has spent 36 years on the staff of
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is\with a great deal of pride
recall that my father, who
| medicine at the same hos-
in which I work, was instru-
in having the late Bishop
J. Gallagher of Detroit pro-
chaplains at non-Catholic
- Until then, only Catholic
had chaplains. If, in your

community, non-Catholic hospitals
do not have regularly assigned Cath-
olic chaplains, this is, or should be,
a major project for your Guild.

Being a physician carries with it
many responsibilities. We do act as
the instrument of Almighty God in
sickness. Sometimes we forget that
it was not our power that cured the
sick or restored life in a cardiac ar-
rest. We were simply the tools God
used for His Divine purpose. But
we are His very special instruments.
We are blest by Him with talents
which are to be used for the good
of our fellowmen. Let us live our
lives in testimony of this.

While stressing how, as Christo-
phers, we may influence our fellow
physicians, it is not intended to un-
derestimate the good we can accom-
plish with others and especially with
our patients. We do have a unique
opportunity to direct patients toward
a better life. In particular, as a fam-
ily counsellor, we may save mar-
riages from being wrecked, salvage
an alcoholic, or guide a young per-
son to a useful career.

Our leader, Christ, has admon-
ished us not to “hide our light under
a bushel.” Yet, too often Catholic
physicians shun discussions about
religion or fail to express the Catho-
lic position on controversial mor:l
problems posed by non-Catholics
We should welcome such opportu-
nities to present the Catholic view-
point, without being pedantic or
engaging in polemics. This is the
idea of “dialogue” expressed by Vati-
can II. This is being a Christopher.
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