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Letter from Scatlc
One Fundned Years .

As T write to you the celebrations
marking the centenary of the intro-
duction of antiseptic surgery by
Joseph Lister are drawing to a close.
It was very pleasing to us in Scot-
land that so many of your eminent
surgeons were here to join us in our
celebrations.

In this letter I would like to
discuss some of the problems we
have been, and indeed still are
facing in the field of Linacre
QUARTERLY’s prescribed interests,
philosophy and ethics as they affect
the practising doctor. Of heresy I
hope there will be none, perhaps it
will not in all parts merit the Im-
primatur; I can but present and
comment upon some of the weighty
problems — the views expressed are
not always those of the author!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

In Scotland we are unusually
fortunate to have a completely inde-
pendent system of Catholic schools
wholly supported financially by the
government. Being accustomed to
such a system, I suppose we tend
to take it for granted. The Church
in Scotland is at least spared the
awful financial burden of .building
and maintenance. In 1965 we have
already seen the threatened closure
of the Jesuit Beaumont College in
England. There is at present a
national policy to convert our gram-
mar schools into comprehensive
schools and such conversion does
place a severe financial burden on
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religious « administering pri-
vate scho The comprehensive
school sh have many advan-
tages and 1ld benefit the child
who is a developer” though
we have o rries about its effect
on the per.  nce of the “univer-
sity strean -in fact a fear o
“leveling ¢ " rather than “level-
ing up” icademic  standards.
Severe th¢ these problems are
they are ir way to be compared
with the p em presented by the
desperate <i ge of teachers. This
is a nation roblem and not only
a problem .ur Catholic schools
The fea: hat such shortages
might ever v demand regroup:
ing and 1 nising  schools into
larger unit: 41 the inevitable con-
sequences ¢, 1ominational schoob.
already r od as something of
an unnecc v luxury in many
administra ninds.

Pius X, :  areat patron of edu
cation, put this way: “By their
fruits you know them. Good
schools are 1. result not so muchdf
good meth as of good teachers.

A SEi«Sc OF PURPOSE

This has been described as &
age of “deburiking.” T would rather
call it an age of negativism. It
seems fashionable to sneer, to b
little; we secm to hear a lot about
what people arc against and all 10
little about what they are for; 1
many people standing up for their
rights and all too few for their
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e us manners, virtue, freedom,

ul was like a star and dwelt

adst a voice whose sound was
e sea,

the naked heavens, majestic,
t thou travel on life’s common

ul Godliness; and yet thy

liest duties on itself did lay.”

lines might just as well
written a century and a
, and we know too that
tle despaired of the youth
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ism there is much that is restricting,
and it may engender complacency
erd self-sufficiency.

COLONIALISM
Colonialism seems to express
something that is wholly bad.

Ironically, the British as the great-
est colonial power of all time are
now preparing to celebrate in 1966
the 900th anniversary of the Nor-
man Conquest of Britain. From
afar we can see things in perspec-
tive and I hope that when the heat
and hatred has died away in the
newly emerging states that they too
may see the benefits which coloni-
sation has brought — Christianity,
education, communications.

BIRTH CONTROL

Birth control is still the medico-
moral talking point. There is no
denying that there is a spirit of
reformation moving in the Church
today. Guidance is eagerly awaited
by the laity. I think it true to say
that it is often awaited with ex-
pectation of some change in the
Church’s present teaching. It is dif-
ficult to imagine why the arrival of
the “pill” should lead people to
expect change, but I think the rea-
soning goes something like this:
The Church accepts the use of the
“safe period” for the better spacing
of children under certain conditions.
This seems to establish in many
people’s minds that the Church ac-
cepts this as a form of “contracep-
tion” in principle. The fact that the
Church rejects all unnatural forms
of contraception is often more dif-
ficult to wunderstand. Inevitably,
people will point out that many
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Churchmen did, and some still do,
hold that it is immoral to relieve
the pain of childbirth because of
God’s utterance; “. . . in sorrow
shalt thou bring forth children....”
(Genesis, 3, 16). And yet no Cath-
olic doctor of my acquaintance
would subscribe to this. Again the
unhappy episode over Galileo will
be mentioned, and again it may be
difficult in all conscience not to
accept that Churchmen had erred,
however well the episode may be
explained away.

The Church is completely op-
posed to unnatural methods of con-
traception as these are “contrary to
the natural law” but is there a
single development in medical sci-
ence that is not equally “contrary
to the natural law” and yet we do
not hold anaesthetics or antibiotics
to be occasions of sin?

And so the argument proceeds,
something added at every step until
there is made out a case for contra-
ception that is exceedingly difficult
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Gunn,
Ch.B., FR.CS. Ed
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