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GUATEMALA HOLID

Danier ]. Brabrey, M.D.

Stimulated by the “Holidays for
Humanity” program, my wife and 1
and two of our daughters, volun-
teered to spend the month of Feb-
ruary working at the Clinic of the
Maryknoll Fathers in San Pedro
Necta, Dept. of Huehuetengango,

North West Guatemala.

Guatemala is the Northernmost
country in Central America. Aside

from

to 12,000 feet, with many volcanoes.
At the clinic location of 6200 feet,
the climate is spring-like — warm in
the day and 2-3 blankets at night.
The population consists of two basic
ethnic groups, the indigenous Mayan
Indian, and the Ladinos, who are
descendants of the Spaniards. There
is a large intermixture but the indi-
viduals tend to attach themselves to
one class or another.

The Ladinos make up about 40%
of the population but rule the coun-
try and a few of them control the
wealth. They speak Spanish. The
Mayan Indian makes up the labor-
ing and servant class. Priests were
re-admitted to Guatemala less than

20 years ago and there is no native -

clergy. They are sent from Spain
and some are American Maryknoll
Fathers. They constitute the clergy
and episcopacy.

The two Sisters of the clinic who
are registered nurses alerted us about
what drugs were in short supply.

Dr. Bradley is a member of the Rockville
Centre, N. Y. Catholic Physicians’ Guild.
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