The Linacre Quarterly

Volume 33 | Number 1 Article 14

February 1966

Medicines and Equipment ... and Healing Hands to
Use Them

Edward EX. Kennedy

Follow this and additional works at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/Inq

Recommended Citation

Kennedy, Edward F.X. (1966) "Medicines and Equipment ... and Healing Hands to Use Them," The Linacre Quarterly: Vol. 33 : No. 1,
Article 14.
Available at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/Inq/vol33/iss1/14


http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1/14?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1/14?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F14&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

ve nicknamed it “The Ware-
with a Heart!” From its

es, instruments and equip-
b more than 5,000 Catholic
s and clinics in Africa, Asia
in America. This 30,000 sq.
e story building houses the
Supply Program of the
ic Medical Mission Board.

in the days of its foundation
the Catholic Medical Mis-
oard gathered sample medi-
vhich it wrapped and shipped
ons overseas. Gradually, the
spread around the mission
“and CMMB received more
re requests for supplies, most
for specific medicines. Real-
hat its sample program could
neet the needs, CMMB went
to the pharmaceutical in-
 and within a short time, be-
he outlet for the industry’s
ons of medicines to Catholic
15. Physicians and hospitals
ecome the primary source of
ents and equipment. Some
groups of women (Blue Cross
throughout the country roll
jes and prepare surgical dress-
_shipment overseas.

gh sound planning and the
ity of its friends, the Board
ble to ship 2,592,000 pounds
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ical Mission Board, 10 W. 17th
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of medicines and equipment over-
seas in 1965. Thus, from a modest
sample program, CMMB has devel-
oped a meaningful medical supply
operation for the missions.

By entrusting its shipments to

dedicated professional missionaries,
CMMB guards against misdirection
and abuse of this valuable material.
Its policy is simple:
Any authorized missionary, of any nation-
ality, of any Religious Order, who needs
medicine for his sick poor, will receive it
without charge, provided that the material
freely received will be freely administered
to those too poor to pay. Each mission
supplied by CMMB will receive drugs and
instruments according to the professional
qualifications of the mission staff.

At one time, hospitals and clinics
received shipments of medicines from
CMMB every two or three years.
Now CMMB is able to make one
shipment a year to each hospital
and clinic overseas. With forms
sent out to the missions each year,
CMMB gets detailed requests from
each one and makes an individual
shipment to each of the 5,000 mis-
sion hospitals and clinics which are
now receiving help from CMMB.
In many cases, CMMB is able to
send the exact medicines requested.
When it can’t, it sends the best
substitutes.

PLACEMENT OF PHYSICIANS

The Medical Supply Program has
been the primary function of CMMB
for the past 37 years. Of more re-
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has been its Medical
ment Program. This
program sc: s as a clearing house
for medical personnel desiring to
work overseas. Opportunities for such
service are publicized by CMMB.
After applicants arescreened, CMMB
tries to make the perfect match be-
tween the qualifications and prefer-
ences of the applicant and the needs
of mission hospitals. CMMB does
not contract with the medical appli-
cant. Since no hospitals are under
CMMB’s jurisdiction, the final con-
tracts are made between the two
interested parties.

CMMB screens both long and
short term volunteers for services in
Catholic hospitals and clinics in
Africa, Asia and Latin America.
These men and women serve the
sick poor through their medical
skills. The only “ministry” required
of them is that of their profession.
Membership in the Catholic Church
is not necessary for placement
through CMMB.

During the past four years, CMMB
has placed twelve physicians for
two-year tours of service, six physi-
cians and two dentists for one year
tours, one physician for six months
and over fifty physicians and den-
tists for one month tours. These
placements included general prac-
titioners, surgeons, pediatricians,
obstetricians and gynecologists,
ophthalmologists and internists.
(Articles by three of these physicians
can be found in this issue of Lin-
ACRE.) Approximately twenty nurses
have served two-year tours and
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