The Linacre Quarterly

Volume 33 | Number 1 Article 11

February 1966

Social and Economic Problems of the Aged

Wilbur F. Suedkamp

Follow this and additional works at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/Inq

Recommended Citation

Suedkamp, Wilbur F. (1966) "Social and Economic Problems of the Aged," The Linacre Quarterly: Vol. 33 : No. 1, Article 11.
Available at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/Inq/vol33/iss1/11


http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1/11?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1/11?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

Economic | roblems of th Aged

United States today, there
than 17 million persons
rs of age and over. By 1970,
ser will exceed 20 million.
mately 1,000 persons cele-

r 65th birthday each day.

e age in our institutions

gins to grow old the mo-
is born. However, hered-
ironment, ability to resist
diet, way of life and atti-
have a lot to do with one’s
ng “old” “Oldness” really
thing relative. There is no
definition of age. The cal-
is only one way to measure
n's age. There are others!
gh science has given added
man’s life span, soclety has
pted the old person.

mit me to highlight housing
derly as a social problem.

0CIAL ASPECTS AFFECTING
= HOUSING

lier marriages, earlier com-
of childbearing, and the
‘movement of adult children,
e left parents alone while
their prime. They are in
of their own, often more
than they need, and they
On into later maturity as a
ate generation. Today rare
1e three-generation house-

Family “belongingness”
een replaced by community
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“togetherness.” The older person
today is less dependent on the
family. Society has assumed the
responsibility of his health and
welfareneeds.

ECONOMIC ASPECTS AFFECTING
HOUSING

Yesterday the old folks took
what housing was available.
Today, because most of them
have some income, they are
more expressive of their desires.

TECHNOLOGICAL ASPECTS
AFFECTING HOUSING

Actually, through technologi-
cal advancement in the home,
older people are living longer.
Certainly it is safe to say that
they can now maintain their
independence into later maturity
for a longer time.

Where are our older people
living?  75% (65-74) live in
their own homes. 56% (75-up)
still live in their own homes.
199 (65-74) live in a family
environment and only 6% are
living in institutions, transient
hotels, trailers, rooming houses,
and others.

What factors motivate people
to change living arrangements?
There are three:

a. Less income because of

retirement.

b. More economical to move

after the death of a spouse,
and most common.
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c. Pk ally unable to live
ah,
Wha happening in our
country ‘oday in the housing
field? All sorts of interesting

kinds of living arrangements are
forthcoming: the downtown ho-
tel converted into an institution,
the campus program of Kundig
Center, retirement villages, co-
operative apartments, condo-
miniums, to name a few.

I will conclude this section on
housing by saying that much is to
be desired. We must do more and
more to help older people enjoy
their mature years living independ-
ently by providing the necessary
auxiliary services to make this possi-
ble — keep them out of institutions.
We estimate that retired people live
about 20 years in our parishes and
are in relatively good health.

B. Economic problems:

There is a definite need to in-
crease the income of many people
in retirement. It seems to me that
there should be an opportunity for
productive employment for those
who are able and want to work.
For those who wish to retire with
what Social Security allows, there
should be consistent measures taken
to promote old age security in
harmony with broad economic
objectives.

Today there is an estimated 11
million persons 65 and over receiv-
ing the benefits of O.A.S.D.I.,, and
2.3 million are on old age assistance.

In this area of money, it is inter-
esting to note that:

559%, receive less than $1,000 a year
239%, have $1,000 to $2,000 a year
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2. The most

3. Encourage

4. In an ecor

5. The

99% have $2.
139, have 83,

The mean
$2,250; the n
the non-mar
In concl
economic pre
make some o

<0 $3,000 a year

Or more

ne for couples is
arried man $1,170;
woman $990.
this section on
ms, [ would like to
vations:

1. Tt should a basic assumption
that the ividual will assume
primary onsibility for self-

reliance it d age.
isfactory protection

for the a ¢ is the continu-

ance of y ful and productive
employme whenever possible.
Additiona yportunities should
be devel in all areas o
employme:  hrough both gov-
ernmental  d private initiative.

At should be given

to the de. pment and distri-
bution of  cation programs I
preparing retirement.

ay characterized by

rising wag and salaries, 1t I

necessary { give periodic review
to the max um amount d eam-
ings subjec .0 contributions &nd
credited tc . ard benefits under
~O.ASD.I. .ince this maximurm

determines hc proportion of the
covered pa- rolls availab}e to fi
* nance the program and is @ m&
jor factor in determining ¢
extent to which the ng’aemd
pays bencliis reasonably rfela:he
to the past earnings ©
individual.
level
O.ASD.L
ined periudically in
changing economic
with appropriate reco

[ ivacre QUARTERLY

of benefits under
chould be re-exam
the light of
conditions
gnition o

assistance should be
ed and its administration
tly improved as a resid-
od of protection when
ethods have not proved

to meet the specific
of the individual aged

Assistance for the Aging,
ate provisions on relatives

sponsibility in public as-

stance should be equit-
ble, practical, and designed
o contribute to strengthen
amily life. The contrib}l-
ion required of the family
hould not be deducted
from the assistance payment
mless a relative actually
pays it. If relatives do not
ay, it should be the re-
onsibility of the State to
ecure payment.

e Retirement Income

rivate pension plans shoulfi
encouraged by appropri-
te policies which recognize

that such savir For old
age is in the pubi = .mterest.
b. To encourage pension pro-
grams, the income ‘should
be taxed when received as
a pension, not when the
monies are set aside.

CONCLUSION

It has been an honor to partic
pate in a program concerned w1t}}
the social and economic problems 0
the aged. I have been working in
the field for about eleven years. IE
teach a class at the University O
Detroit entitled Social Gerqnto}ogy.
I do have some very definite ideas
of my own as solutions to some of -
the problems as they are presenting
themselves. 1 can honestly say that
society itself had bet'ter becomde
much more interested in the aged.
Attitudinal change is neec‘led on t}zie
part of the young, the middle aged,
and the aged themselves. 1 have
never realized real poverty, no‘li
have I seen such helplessness, untl
1 became involved with the social
and economic problems of the aged.

29



	The Linacre Quarterly
	February 1966

	Social and Economic Problems of the Aged
	Wilbur F. Suedkamp
	Recommended Citation


	I:\Projects\IR\Journals\Linacre Quarterly\TIFFs\Vol. 33 No 1\Vol. 33_No. 1.pdf

