
The Linacre Quarterly

Volume 33 | Number 1 Article 4

February 1966

Moderator's Message: God Needs You
Kenneth P. MacKinnon

Follow this and additional works at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq

Recommended Citation
MacKinnon, Kenneth P. (1966) "Moderator's Message: God Needs You," The Linacre Quarterly: Vol. 33 : No. 1 , Article 4.
Available at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1/4

http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1/4?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol33/iss1/4?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol33%2Fiss1%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


tivel} in e Ob · 1 
even )r a 

, � v10us y not everyt},ing that is workable 
other' ·,oc· +

Its mem
b 

bers, will be equally satisfactory in ano - .e mem ers. 
r shoui like to recommend t h B dek· ttes an. associates that the 

o t . e oard o_f Director 
the ;1,.)xt 12 r.1onths a four-f ld 

y consider as the1r primary 
bilitir, for temporal a d 

� . program to promote the a1mo 
the G,.ii]ds all the h

'n
] 

sp1�1tu�l good the National Feder2 . . . ' w I e contmumg the effo t t h act1v1t1es already established: 
r s o strengt en r 

. F
. 
irst, re-exam'ine your Gu1'ld's l 1 ro e in light of the CI prmc1p es on social and moral issues ; 

ne Guild,� 
Guild or!� 

nd the Guild 
mmitment fo1 

limitless possi
n has throu� 
increase thllll 

ch's articulate I 

Second, increase your b h . 
those by-laws out of d t 

me1:1 
h

ers ip, secure non-Guild assoc es, and rewrite 
by-Jaws ; 

a e wit recent changes in the Natir 1! Federation's 

Th· d tr , organize the regions of the Federation and establish 
Fourth, build up the Nation I F d . , 

tributions to the F d . a e erat10n s endowment ft e erat10n and th h ]'f to protect the continuity of th 
:oug

l 
I e �sso_ciate meml-

ahead and to provide a wa / 
nat1.ona_ orgamzat1on during y o meetmg its annual requiremen 

I should hope the foregoin i h I �ederation associates would not �n/ 
t c � l�nge that indivit 

m, but in meeting it b . . Y e. wdlmg to meet and 
of moral and spirituai v:

1

1:�s

1

1:irtt
e 

�
amstream of P.rofessionc 

for the welfare and l f , . Y O our human existence ar ove o one s neighbor. 

!w Guilds; and 

1 through con
, hips, in order 

decisive yea11 

1! Guilds and 
come involved 
life a theology 
of our concern 

FRED M. TAYl JR, M.D. 

ADVICE TO AUTHORS 
A�ticles on topics of potentia l i t Catholic and as a physician are earne 

n 
t

es\. t? the Catholic l ysician as a 
LIN ACRE QUARTERL y readers 

st y so !Cited. A goodly l .rtion of THE 
are engaged in allied health fi!Jd nft hember

1 
of the medical ; ,rofession but 

and material for. their benefit 
s, 

ld
ac 

l 
mo{/ theology, or ser·, in hospitals, 

may be predominantly philoso 
w

hi�al 
a s� . e welcome. The , 1bject matter 

�aterial should be typewritten �oubi' 
religious, . or medico-moral in nature. 

s11e of the paper only . Manu�cri ts 
e-s�a?ed, with good margrns and on one 

m1tted to the Editorial Office f 
/ Loriginal and one copy) �'..,mid be sub

Blvd., St. Louis, Missouri 63104 1gn 
INA�R_E QUARTERLY, 143/i South Grand 

the author. Full editoriai pri 
.
1 

· e addit10nal copy should b,· retained by 
appe'.1r at the end of the artick :�<ls re !deserved. References ii used should 
Medicus. ( This format is th t 

s 
I 
ou c.onform to the usag" of the Index 

LrNACRE QUARTERLY.) A brief\ 
emp o_yed m t�e Abstract Section of THE 

should· accompany the manusc 
. u

t
t P

{htment curricu_lum vitae of the author(s) 
nually to the author( s) of th

np · . . e

1 

Tho.mas Lmacre Award is made an
appear in THE LINACRE QuAR 

e ongi
d
na . article adjudged to he the best to TERL Y unng each calendar year. 

LINACRE QUARTERLY 

Moderator's Message 

GOD NEEDS YOU 

Prior to World War II a pamphlet appeared beanng the above title and 

was addressed to doctors. The layman's role in the Church was not so clearly 
defined in those days and the pamphlet was an exhortation for doctors to 

become involved. "God needs you" was the statement of an older surgeon to a 
younger one, as together they worked over a patient whose life hung in the 
balance. For any who might be hesitant to fill a needed post it is a challeng
ing phrase, surely as compelling as St. Paul's: "I exhort you, therefore, brothers 

, . , do not conform to this world's way of life, but be transformed by the 
rene�al of your mind, that you may investigate the will of God -ALL that is 
good, ALL that is acceptable to Him, ALL that is perfect." 

Leadership for all Church-oriented organizations is a growing need, one 
which cannot be side-stepped without serious hurt to the Church. The Physi
cians' Guilds are no exception. A necessary work, poor ly done, or left undone 
by a well-intentioned layman, and eventually completed by a priest, is the 
wrong method of problem solving, as far as the extension of the Kingdom of 
God is concerned. The development of leadership techniques in a formal 
teaching environment seems to be a better solution to the need. 

Because of his intimate working with God's greatest creation, the human 

person, it should be possible for every doctor to develop the self-confidence 
necessary for effective leadership. In his dealings with his patients he daily 
exercises self-trust in those independent judgments by which he seeks to lead 
them back to good health. 

The physician, to be effective, must· be sensitive to· what needs correcting, 
improving, and encouraging in the individual patient. How easy to transfer 
this sensitivity to the larger life of an organization or the Church herself. 

. The doctor, to understand and help his patient, must be an attentive
listener, and be able to speak with such conviction and clarity that the patient 
will be stimulated and moved ·to act upon his medical advice. So, too, must 
the lay leader in the Church develop this skill to communicate so clearly and 
en��iastically, that those listening wilt respond with promptness to his stated 
ob1ect1ves. 

And, finally, where would medicine be today without the creativity of 
?utstanding doctors, past and present? Just as the health of the world has 

improved because of the leadership of these men, so will the Church grow and 
be stren�thened by a lay leadership that is open-minded, flexible, original, 
�ns�ct1ve in its ideas, and willing to take the initiative, not just be prodded 
mto1t. 

th The constructive and truly apostolic leadership of many of our doctors in
. e areas of faith, morality, catechetics, missionary effort, and social welfare 

giv: promise that, to an increasing degree, our medical men are aware of the
� 

h 
that, for His. works to be fulfilled on earth, God "needs" them. It will be 

tth 
erald of a "Holy Year" for all our doctors if, in 1966, they heed the call 

? 
ood
e Church to active leadership -a leadership that will seek out "ALL that

is g , �L that is acceptable to Him, ALL that is perfect." 
Best wishes for a happy and fruitful Holy Year! 

REVEREND KENNETH P. MACKINNON 
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