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Linacre House

n the Univcrsity of Oxfc 4

J. B. BAMBOROUGH

Linacre House j insti
I ¢ IS an nstitutjo
unique in Oxford, and not le‘asr;
_ur;xque in the way in which jt came
mlo bemg._Whereas the thirty-odd
colleges which go to make y the
university were founded—the el:rliest
isg]moef Zr?giv};?rsl e'a)go»—fby the generos-
ual benefactors wh,
often wished to prov; cdenty
ovide for stud “thesi
e o] p students  “thesis degrees’ i
ol {inac:eai—l parts of the British in the Waygofisnstfor' L
i A O ouse was established Since 1945 how:‘l/dw re B
RS e :vae;f}sxnty J_t’self as a  a rapid anc’l overwlfr,l . l}':as bfﬁﬂ
e L a home” for stu- the situation it 35 aeat ool
essentially part oofvfl: lth(‘-"v‘,ol'!d.’ It is  simply in te’rrflxs]do;t f‘l'hf S
e ‘tg University's rec-  in 1938 there were (i e Whems
pErtos Soon§tl§:tl ;:m wffuchd came about 700 graduate (slt?z ‘utn d ﬂgmsa)l
P L Wwas taced with  university popylati S
X ! ¥ population ¢ 5,000, today
B 2 Me upon it there are 2,000 ; “populiio
o : 000 in a tc | population
urgent solution: the bl ot 1y 13 o, 304 the un X
ey problem, that is, to increase. Part < eusont (Y
surPriSir%g, but itSt?sdent' o Gy eCOnom?Cf thf -
that only = l_ecmtlno}r:etheless true,  was comparative| li'ttle oy o
and their studjes beeny_ ave graduates port graduate v&?:)r]‘(' Preais
of Oxford's concemsm EI}‘le ;Weﬁo"t State grants, adequaie i tthelr‘;“'e
the English e orcens. Traditionally which e Bl
English university reg;rds a stu- student:n?br:);atti:y [1}&& ?eKb'nghteSt
; t niog m
L irst degree to take higher degrees, whil mgdoh
of his ability, and at leayt |l St SIME time many ‘othe: gover s
recently, it would h e :
, ave been t i
say that if i Fep et ‘
3 ! ::mol_gil‘_x;ed a bad class in s the gr.;:t Eijl\t/:m' P dimlcallgé .
‘ e € nces
8rad}:‘ ate his Prospects ;cs)u?c? r:I:th;e; le s heum the sciences w}?i(c)k;WImﬁ
much improved by tak; B o wini ‘
trainin j
degree, and co Y taking a research and has i e
, . ] : radicall d
el Jln jéls‘elr); c{f his academic of graduate s?uc)l, C};anf L') tfhe s
;’gOOd it was not coxgisid::et; ::se iy Peéimenting Withy;‘e‘:’l tH("-j; g;d“l’i; ;
or him to collect grie ik s scton ' A
(a simple proof ofartl}ilism-orehdegffes need. Oxford ma;ea}::\lr:g F‘)l'mgei}fhls
gf‘?; older teaching mem}lasc-rg acotf vtel;y By e, & il late b':tl liZte % ct:"
3 ' . e t . . ’ -
subj:crg S}Ea{,f, especially in the Args tzutlkl]};n(qietv o(;mg et axions Gl
» lave more than the one de. The ot o i
3 great increase in the number

gree they obtained a i
undergraduate studiets U:Jnfo Ot;eth;r
ginning of the Seco.  World Wr
there were therefore (- >arativel fi/
graduate students jn ‘ord, ang t;
only degrees for wh they ¢ ide
study (apart from s spe);iaimnlii-
plomas in particylar bjects) were

are T governments
providing funds for ‘the students
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9 that they neither have the time for

cial problems of such students that
the university created Linacre House,
and it is primarily for them that it
exists. It should be said that in recent
years many colleges have taken steps
to improve the lot of their graduates,
but Linacre House remains the biggest
single attempt at a solution of their

ate students has posed other
. The colleges at Oxford (and
ambridge) are a very special sort
cademic institution. Although they
onstituent parts of the university,
J prepare their students for uni-
sity examinations, they are auton-
ous bodies with absolute control
ver their own finances, and with com-  problem.
e freedom in their choice of stu- Linacre House is not a college by
s and methods of instruction. More  strict definition, since it is neither
manely, they have evolved primar- constitutionally nor financially inde-
a5 undergraduate institutions and pendent of the university. It differs
y were not well prepared to cope from the colleges also in that it has
jith graduate students. An under- no residential accommodation in its
praduate may expect to live in his main buildings, although there is a
college for at least the first two years limited amount of accommodation in
his university career, and he will ~hostels under its direct control. It does
~ be taught by one or more of the however provide all the central facili-
* Fellows of his own College for most ties of a college—meals, common
~ of his course; he is most often more rooms, library and so on. It was de-
| aware of being a member of a par- cided from the start that while its
tiular college than he is of being students must all be graduates (or
- pat of the University. The position possess comparable qualifications) ad-
of a graduate student is quite differ- mission should otherwise be unre-
at. Although he must be a member stricted not only by race, colour or
of a college he is unlikely to have creed (which is common to all the
woms in it, and his supervisor, who colleges in Oxford), but by sex or
is appointed by the University, is subject as well. In this respect also
anly infrequently a Fellow of his own Linacre House is unique. All the older
College. If he is a scientist his work colleges are for either men or women
will be done mainly in his laboratory, only, and while there are two colleges
and if he is in one of the Arts Facul- especially for men or women gradu-
ties he will spend most of his time ates, they are limited sharply in their
in one or other of the University li- range of subjects. While the prime
braries. It is still open to him to take concern is with graduates of other
part in the communal life of his col- universities coming to pursue advanced
lege, but many graduate students feel ~courses at Oxford, provision is made
for Oxford graduates to transfer to

, tl“‘s nor, especially if they are mar- Linacre House, with the consent of

fied, do they much wish to take part their undergraduate college. The great

N what are mainly activities for under- majority of the students are studying

- graduates. Many graduates feel frankly for an Oxford degree or diploma, but
| unhappy and discontented in their col- there are a few who are either not
kﬁg; normally this is not true of those reading for a degree at all (mainly

Who have taken their first degree at  post-doctoral workers in the scientific
Oxford, but it is only too painfully fields) or who are reading for de-
»t!'-‘e of those coming to Oxford as grees of other universities but need
- 8raduates from other universities. It to do their work in Oxford (because,
W3S out of jts awareness of the spe- for ecxample, the manuscripts they
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contact among them—as in fact it

need are onl .
Bodlejan Libriryt)o be found in the area, went through oy
: g : rse
cre;rthg society which has been thys é\gjﬁﬂe Eastern Cc for ;tmg:: ent: whether any of these
o e't IS a very remarkable one, This on txhes a"d, Is now ing his thegs  come to fruition will depend has done, it would be appropriate to
fe r i has 175 students, and they s € Ya'rabi Dy of Omy) her it is possibk to find the name it after Thomas Linacre; not only
naf;i:Se?t.between them 36 different ablme SSUdents’ howe: gre consider. funds for them. One other because he was a very distinguished
o 1:& ities. Naturally the biggest th)eanI er. The olde: o far was g ‘study which interests us very Oxford man, whose name otherwise
ateég fgrouP is formed by the gradu-  search he began his ourge of ra s that of the subjects which lie is commemorated only in the title of
(rou (;11 United Kingdom universities  of o hav_mg retired s Headmager e borders between Arts and the Linacre Professor of Zoology, put
lar eg ¥ 40% of the total); the other of lan English .SChOOI 1d at the end nd this brings me to the because as a humanist and classical
cougnt groups are students from the was P acadEm‘f year  student of ¢ I have been saving for the end  scholar who was also a scientist anfj
from rltis of the Commonwea]th and tor.aufesu'c cessfu.j in obt ing his Do is article. Why Linacre House? physician he demonstrated the possi-
(there e United States of America  ing th i1 Jurispruden notwithstand. answer to this question is simply bility of bridging what it is now fash-
at pre %S\ chicty American students filfn Cffact that he | e heyg of 2 when the university was consider- ionable to call "the two cultures.” I
mairll)deie?;i 0 residence). The re. and wzntlﬁwyers n Iy York Ciy what to call its new Society it would like to think that he would ap-
R re:t Spfread out fairly evenly after hijs b Ome every - ation to look ed right that, since it was to con-  prove of what we ‘havg done at L}n-
haps rather of the world, with per. est son wl;]Sm§ss affai  (His young- in students in all subjects, and hope-  acre House, and his spirit may guide
rica than frorrr:)orguig}))rg {fi:a and Af- an Ame’ricanotlj;,‘j:r lf rgraduate at j would bring about discussionand  us in any future developments.
of co IS mixture see hj st came over g
cxnan::;tr;:it'szeLhaps the most fas. ferreglsupfrtlh? have ] degree con- A
the range of Subf.eetexgenment, but o adf im.) a
IS no less ‘emarkaélg SIn e!l)ﬂg dstudxed R Sllf:;rll to thef dent body— |
there 5 road terms . y one o - L
facer: 21€ MmOre students in the A CSUN8 8TOUPS of peo most jntet y
culties than in h X S there : peop n the world 1
Tt the Sciences (th T€ 1S a small orq £
a IOfIS almost exactly 3:2), but .f who are tht‘mselVesgt of Fellow,
1S a fa > but N ea n
whick lCl;inStal'l;zme:ltd't}:jat every subject EgPFacufltles in Oxfor V%/emirann‘:)e(::
studied at Qyf, € ol course, ¢ - .
eing stu, . ord s 3 > to pro ide teach
i dg died in Linacre Houge Ay for this wide range ‘of subiens b8
€monstration | in fact : ubjects, bt
topij, ' 1 quote the h act this js not p " :
thPICi of the first foyr student IS graduate studens hec‘s 5, Sy
€ alphabetical [jst. T, ats on  appo; ave 2 supervisor
. The c Ppointed by th :
netohydrodynam; y.are: "Mag. Y the university, The Fel
. c ge i ows, ho Y
[ovIng plasma”; Ealgecr;grriim ftom major Favzsn?r’ reépresent most of the
tion in “Indian ' legislation"1 g "  8ive general hel and arc available to DEFINITION OF ANATOMY
problems in abstract algebm’”- "%me student who m, P and ﬁiivke tonany “Your head is kind of round and hard, and your brains are in it. Your
) he 2y need it. It is our hair is on it. Your face is in front of your head where you eat and make
faces. Your neck is what keeps your head out of your collar. It is hard to
eep clean. Your stummick is something that i'i you don't eat it hurts. and

toxins of Clostridium s, ordellii”) The
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furt
weh:;;J hope to “develop, within Lin-
a notuse the study of bjects which
. provided at Oxford at the
s and to which oy Fellows
e ents could make , contribu-
Psychojone such subject is the socd
Eychol 8y of international relations,
o Ja study for which our mult-
ational membership makes us spe-
cially suitable—apnd indeed in a sz”
::;};rmi “_fgel we are already making a
b TE to international under-
od 8- There are other developments
¢ are under active djscussion at
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k
spinach don’t help none. Your spine is a long bone in your back that keeps
you from folding up. Your back is always behind you no matter how quick
you turn around. Your arms you have to pitch with and so you can reach
the butter. Your fingers stick out of your hand so you can throw a curve
and add up rithmetic. Your legs is what if you have not got two of you can’t
get to first base. Your feet are what you run on; your toes are what always
get stubbed. And that's all there is to it except what's inside and I never
—by a very small boy

e —

saw it,”
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