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A Talk With a Free Lance

Mission Doctor in C e .

ALBERT A, Karrus, M.D.

When the Catholic Physicians’ Guild
of Los Angeles voted to undertake the
fQundatlon and support of the Mjs.
sion Doctors’ Association in 1959 it
also madg the wise decision to link this
effort with the Lay Mission Helpers
then under the direction of the late
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He;e, then, were three U.S, dodors
traveling through the I cart of Chile
learning about the counitry from three
keenly perceptive Chilezn doctors Who
had, already become the American doc
tors™ fast friends—intcrnational rea-
tions at their best: a group of people
communicating freely in terms that all
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We had driven from Puerto Montt
to Valdivia, and 1 first encountered
Don at the John F. Kennedy Hospital
in Valdivia. This hospital, of pre-
fabricated design, was rushed down
there by the U.S. government after
the great earthquake of 1960, when
virtually all hospital beds in the city
prospect that a Castro-type govern-  were destroyed. It was now serving as
ment might be elected to power by a the Social Security Hospital for the
free vote of the people. That seemed  wage earners and the poor of the city,
unthinkable for long-stable Chile, but, and it was painfully overcrowded to
indeed, entirely possible in the view the point of having 2 children in most
of our traveling companions. How of the pediatric beds. Don was working
culd it be possible? Because of the part time on the Pediatric service, and
poor, the poor people of Chile, indeed  he faithfully attended all our rounds,
the omnipresent poor all over South lectures and conferences. I didn’t have
America. These people are no longer much time to talk to him around the
“part of the landscape,” taken for hospital, but in a brief chat I found
granted as part of life. In this country, out that he was not in the Peace Corps,
they have become voters, a potent nor in PAVLA, nor with the YMCA,
force. but that a group of ‘“Padres” had

Though apprehensive, our Chilean somehow persuaded him to come.
friends did not really think that Al- I met Don and his charming wife,
lnde could be elected because the Vi, at Mass that Sunday in the tempo-
tuntty was making giant strides rary cathedral of Valdivia, which is a
fovard solving difficult social prob- corrugated iron garage-like structure
lems without resorting to a Marxist standing beside the ruins of the de-
solution. One of the major problems, stroyed church. We agreed that I
the housing of the vast numbers of would visit their home that night after
Poor, was well on its way to solution. returning from the boat ride on the
The hpusing program of Chile was in-  river that the Kennedy Hospital doc-

impressive. Everywhere one sees tors had arranged for the visiting
huge housing developments, many “gringos.”
©mpleted, some under construction. It was extremely dark and was pour-
These, we were informed, are built ing rain when Don picked me up at
under a ynified cooperative financial the Hotel in a taxi. He has no car of
plan, which involves minimal cost to his own. As we drove the five miles
the government, and permits long out to the edge of town he told me
term, low interest-rate financing, thus how he had happened to come to

finging decent housing within reach Valdivia. He had been working in a
of most wage earners. It was just such general practice partnership with two
a housing development in Valdivia other physicians in his home town in

that brought Dr. Don Strobe. his wife Ohio when discussions ensued with the

Vi, and thej . > community of priests operating the
5 Chile.*elr four children from Ohio local college, Don’s alma mater. They

told him how a group of their men had
one to Valdivia, Chile, to help ease
the shortage of priests there, and to

Eduardo Frei, reform-minded Christian
Democrat, (whose policies were said to
have been formulated from the Papal
Enqyclicals) and Salvador Allende,
avowed Marxist. Chile, the staid, old,
non-violent, non-militaristic citadel of
Latin American democracy was stand-
ing face to face with the dismaying

*
The names of the doctor and his family

ave been changed
embarrassment. eSO save them from assist in the rebuilding after the earth-
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quake of 1960. They had set up a
church in one of the vast new housing
projects that was sheltering 40,000
poor people on the outskirts of the
city. Now that these 40,000 souls had
spiritual guidance the next problem
was to obtain medical care; none was
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at hand, and indeed, most were too standard housing ' »id of all the
poor to afford the bus fare to the hos- creature comforts v h we tzke 5
pital in town. The priests were looking  much for granted,
for a doctor to go to Chile to help Vi had gone to s 4l pains to ob

these people, and they wanted to know
if Don would be willing to undertake
the task, but he would make no de- While we ate and ha
cision without consulting his wife. red wine, Don and
Don and Vi had thought deeply how they had reachc
about the problem, and they discussed  events had develope
it thoroughly. The three man partner- After they had d

tain a piece of beef

r the occasion,
and she had sliced it

0 steaks for us
bottle of gof
told me abou

fter 6 months.

ship was going well. They were mak- the Plea of the pric they had in-
ing a comfortable living. They had a vestigated some of - lay mission
nice home, and had managed to put agencies in order to ain some sup
aside some savings. Both of them had port for their ventur They had con-
begun to feel that the Lord had been tacted the Mission : ctors Associt

unusually good to them, and it was
time to give something of themselves
in return. The plea of the "Padres” for
medical help at their mission in Chile
appeared to be a call that could not be
refused. They agreed to go.

tion, among others,
nine months to a yea
required before Jeav
Don and Vi, in their
going, decided not tc
take off on their own,

ccause of the
raining period

the country,
patience to gt
[filiate; but to

As we drove through the rain Don They traveled at ieir own er
pointed out the housing project or pense and were now ving on ther
pabellon that was his clinic. All I savings and on the s; 11 income that
could see was a massive cluster of the partnership was wi ng to provide
lights reflected in the wet night. Soon  during Don’s absence from practice.
we arrived at the house where Don There was also hope t/, 1t he might fe-

and his family lived. They were rent-
ing the back few rooms of a large old
frame house that had long since fallen
into decay. The interior fulfilled the
gloomy prediction of the exterior. Bare
electric light bulbs illuminated three
starkly utilitarian rooms on the first
floor and three bedrooms above, There
was a dining room containing a plain
wooden table with two wooden
benches. The living room had to serve
mainly as a play room for the threc
little boys and a girl because the in-
cessant rain kept them indoors so
much of the time. The most luxurious
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about the undertaking
“I don't know if I'li be able to stay
for 2 years,” was Don's comment. Vi
said, “T wish now that we had taken
the training in the Mission Doctors
program. We’d have been much better
prepared to face things here, both
from a spiritual and practical point of

irsement from
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the Kennedy
t.ad been forth-
d to come for
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discouraged
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merican doctor find such 0
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is that modern scien-
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wellsprings Whlcth :riegir:zehmes tific medicine with its advanced
the missionary’s greates :

ratory and radiological techniques can
i (o s up che redson f‘olr ;)arfi)yybe offered in one or tw;) ll::ig;
his discouragement when he said, "It Citivs. So Don struggled doing fro :
just doesn’t seem like we're accom- edicine in a country known l‘fio;alv:
[ eyhios - This rem;rk v:ﬁ civilization. He felt that hec;m};etter "
B e o ce!nthe stood the deprivations mzlxlfrican bush,
mity of the rrlledncal proble{ns :}l]lem € he were working in HI: et o,
futility of trying to deal with m % but it "sure was tough %aldi‘lia.”
terms of modern scnenénfnc h:f 22 long on 50 llt.tle .here_ in Valdiva”
St "W.hat = ym;x'lg o come in There wasn't time in t ;ole tory in
a{:l?fa ff?m lrllg ot.gi;rorhceal ? r';r}llere's no ning foé m?l tolgi;rt:ee av:vay fram my
f o o . its details. " )
B cultucing StOOI}? aniow:r P;gg: ililsittwith Don and ;/1 f:g;bne lel-t}:hz
at')ly' wouldr}t e t'fe P l?ew the profound sense ot" a Iﬁl -
o %;;:ate‘éeon lou vzz ‘:hen the  spiritual 265 thlat u?Pt;e?r comfortable
, : v
z:)g“'l;;in ediatric waryds have two chil. Americans to eato 2 drastically lower
dr:glin l:very bed? How do you face 11V55& tr?i co}}aﬁgﬁ'lg, to work in the face
it day after day when y:))u can't see f)tfang rzat S lo‘;;{;fei’f fuf:;‘e‘:
B o Do it o of the then fellow e b el of e
most ;Exestrating ironies was that he was also reveaifeddtisceou:;gemeﬂf W T
not dealing with a backward mission deptlins Oof motale that soon dampen
devoted to primitive savages. Valdivia prob enl‘ls £ the missionaty spirit.
is one of the most pleasant cities in the zeal 'onor Anthony Brouwers was
the highly civilized country of Chile, Monsig e tand
Where P‘){itical upheaval, violent revo- ~ well aware I(;)l e s el
tion, and governmental oppression morale problem
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gram so lay missioners might better to say I was most
cope with them. Spiritual formation sion Doctors Assoc
was the key to his program, but he geles had linked
did not neglect the practical. But that Monsignor  Brouwc
is another story—that story of the Helper program. A
valiant and wise priest who gave his organization such a.
life harnessing the power of the laity might well have so
in the service of his Lord. Suffice it Strobe’s problem:s.
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CATHOLIC INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION PROC :AM . ..
The National Federation Wwas represented at the second ar ual Confer-

ence of the C.I.C.O.p. (Catholic Inter-American Cooperation F.. ram) hﬁ”
at the Edgewater Beach Hetel, Chicago, I, January 27.29. se Medical
Mission Committee under the able chairmanship of Joseph E. ' rady, M.D.
of Detroit has made more than moderate advances in suppi ng medical
personnel and aid to the medical missions, especially in Gu ' mala. Rev-
erend Louis M. Colonnese, organizing secretary of C.I1.C.O. was most
helpful and gracious in arranging a session that enabled American
doctors to meet and discuss with our Latin American collea::cs and key
Latin  American Bishops our cemmon purpose of medical to Latin
America. Interested doctors should contact:

Reverend Louis M. Colonnese Joseph E. Grady, \.D.

CICOP 20902 Moross Rou.l

130C South Wabash Ave. or Detroit 36, Michi::n

Chicago, Illinois 60605
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