The Linacre Quarterly

Volume 30 | Number 3 Article 4

August 1963

Editorial: "What Kind of a Doctor are You, Jeemie?"

Catholic Physicians' Guilds

Follow this and additional works at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/Inq

Recommended Citation

Catholic Physicians' Guilds (1963) "Editorial: "What Kind of a Doctor are You, Jeemie?"," The Linacre Quarterly: Vol. 30 : No. 3,
Article 4.
Available at: http://epublications.marquette.edu/Inq/vol30/iss3/4


http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol30%2Fiss3%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol30?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol30%2Fiss3%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol30/iss3?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol30%2Fiss3%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol30/iss3/4?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol30%2Fiss3%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol30%2Fiss3%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://epublications.marquette.edu/lnq/vol30/iss3/4?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Flnq%2Fvol30%2Fiss3%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

EDITORIAL:

“What Kind of a Doctor are You, Jeemie?"’ |

Pope John XXIII was interviewing a doctor from Phila-
delphia. The great man stepped down from his dais, extended
his hand and said in not-too-good English “How are you,
Jeemie — He has been telling me about you.”

“He,” an Archbishop, presently Papal Nuncio to England,
formerly Bishop of Philadelphia, a poor boy sprung from the
coal regions of Pennsylvania, was introducing his mother’s |
doctor to his supreme Pontiff, the son of an Italian hill farmer.
What did these three men, surrounded by pomp and treasure
talk about on that 1961 afternoon? |

1

“Tell me, Jeemie, what kind of a doctor are you?” |
“l am a cardiologist, your holiness.” ‘

“No, no. I mean what kind of a doctor? Are you a rich
man’s doctor or a poor man's doctor like St. Damian?” \

“I am afraid I am a poor man’s doctor. I am a poor man and |
most of my patients are poor people.” |

“Oh, that is very good! The world needs many, many poor
man’s doctors.”

Then, switching to more comfortable Latin, with the Arch-
bishop translating, the Pope inquired about the training of ‘
doctors and nurses, the state of the hospitals and the medical
care of poor people in Philadelphia.

He then sent his blessing and best wishes to the doctors,
nurses, sisters, patients, and hospitals of Philadelphia. The
audience was over.

* . . *

“What kind of a doctor are you, Jeemie?”

This should have happened to all the new Doctor Jeemies
who received diplomas (many still written in Latin), this
June. Truly the world needs many, many poor man’s doctors.

HR.

(Reprinted from Philadelphia Medicine, June 23, 1963, pub-
lished weekly by the Philadelphia County Medical Society,
with kind permission of the editor.)
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