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2) N either Dr. X nor Dr. Y 
nor the hospital can be justified in 
this case. The patient has con
tracted with Dr. X only, and can
not be presumed to consent to the 
substitution of e resident as op
erator, even under Dr. X's super
vision. 

While these two cases are more 
or less clear-cut, there are others 
which are not so easy of solution 
because they verge on the border
line. .I refer to instances in which 
residents are allowed to assist at 
surgery performed on private pa
tients. Certainly there is a consid
erable area within which no rea
sonable patient would object to a 
resident's lending the operating 
surgeon a helping hand. Every
one understands at least vaguely 
that surgery is not a one-man per
formance and tha t various assist
ants have to be on h and to relieve 
the surgeon of details extraneous 
to the actual operation. To know 
that another doctor, in the person 
of a resident, is standing by to 
help under the surgeon's direction 

-

would strike me as being more re
assuring than disturbing to a rea
sonable patient, and something to 
which h e would readily consen t. 

The difficulty here lies in deter
mmmg satisfactorily the limits 
within which the resident can truly 
be said to be assisting at, and not 
actually performing, the operation. 
That is a question which the mor
alist must transmit to the surgeon 
- and perhaps even the surgeon 
can offer no more than a rough 
rule of thumb. One can, as did 
ACS, talk about "the essential 
part of an operation" ( thereby im
plying parts which are less than 
essential) , but what precisely that 
may mean in terms of a tonsillec
tomy, an appendectomy, a hys ter
ectomy, etc., is not for theologians 
to define. But we would, I think, 
concede that if the surgeon himself 
performs what doctors generally 
would consider the substantial es
sence of an operation, he would be 
morally justified in supervising a 
competent resident's execution of 
other details. 

_THE EVANSVILLE,. INDIANA, GUILD reports that Dr. Thomas A . Dooley o l 
Deliver U s From Ev,/ fame, now engaged in Operation Laos in lndo-China, has 
been accorded hon?rary m~mbersh ip in the group. In addition to visiting the Mead 
~ohnson C~. plant 1n that c,ty before leaving for his mission, he met with the Execu
tive Comm1tt_ee of the ~u il d a nd a lso lectured _to Evansville physicians, clergy, an d 
others. In hos b ook thos young Navy doctor gives a first-hand a ccount of finding 
himself suddenly_ordered to Inda-China, just afte r the tragic fall of Dien Bien Ph u. In 
a small rnternattono l compound within the totally Communist-consumed Nor·h Viet 
Na~, he built huge refugee comps to core for the hundreds of thousands of es~opoes 
seeking passage to freedom. Through his own in9enuity ond that of his shipmates, 
he man~ged to f~~d, clothe , and treat the:e leftovers of on eight year war. Dr. 
Dooley processed more than 600,000 refugees down river and out to sea on small 
croft, where the y were transferred to U. S. 'Navy ships to be carried lo the free 
a~eos of Soigo.n. No t s9tisfied with post labors, Dr. Dooley has returned to Sa igon, 
V_1et ~om to give further a ssistance. The Mead J.ohnson C o. has provided him wi :h 
vitamins and olher products to use on his Operation Loos. 
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SECOND in the series of bio
graphical sketches of the 

Catholic men of science honored 
by The Federation of Catholic 
Physicians' Guilds in the perma
nent display set up for convention 
use, T H E LINACRE QUARTERLY in
troduces Louis Pasteur, one of the 
greatest figures in bacteriological · 
lear:ning. He was born at Dole in 
Prance, December 27, 1822, the 
son of a tanner. Unlike his dis
tinguished compeer, Koch, who 
began as an obscure country doc
tor, he was early educated in 
chemistry and achieved distinction 
in other lines of research before 
turning his attention to the study 
of bacteria, in which field his name 
is resplendent. In 184 7 he was 
graduated from the Ecole Nor
male, in Paris, and in the follow
ing year became professor of 
physics at Dijon, s hortly resign
ing this post to become profi:ssor 
of chemistry at Strassburg. He 
had already mad~ important dis
coveries in chemistry and was at 
this time absorbed in his studies 
as to the nature, causes, and ef
fects of fermentation, particularly 
in relation .to the " diseases" of 
beer and wine, a problem w hich 
had long engaged the attention of 
chemists. He was always an inde
fatigable worker a nd after long 
and thorough experimenting. he 
proved fermentation to be due to 
the presence and growth of tiny 
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Louis Pasteur 

organisms, or ferments, and set 
himself to find a way by which the 
formation of these organisms 
might be prevented . 

In 1854 he left Strassburg for 
Lille; three years later he held the 
important position of director of 
the Ecole Normale Superieure. 
Here he continued his work, un
discouraged by the opposition of 
friends who believed that he was 
carrying on a fruitless quest, and 
eventually he was rewarded by 
finding it within his power to give 
to the world specific knowledge 
which has proved of incalculable 
benefit to mankind. One of the 
first practical results from his 
study of fermentation was to revo
lutionize the industry of beer and 
wine manufacture, making it pos
sible to abandon the old uncertain 
methods and carry on the work 
with assurance of definite results. 

In 1865 ( at that time, professor 
of chemistry at the Ecole des 
Beaux Arts) his help was sought 
in investigating a silkworm disease 
which was making severe ravages 
and ruining the silk industry in the 
south of France. Although he had 
never seen a silkworm, he attacked 
the problem, a t the insistence of 
his friend Dumas, and within a 
few months was able to discover 
the origin of the disease and sug
gest means for its cure. He also 
developed a method of inoculation 
of cattle to prevent the dreaded 
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anthrax which took such heavy toll 
and occasioned severe financial 
loss to cattle raisers all over the 
world. 

His greatest gift to mankind, 
however, and the one which is in
separably linked with his name in 
the popular mind is his treatment 
for hydrophobia. which was de
veloped after long and patient ex
periments in inoculating dogs with 
a virus from the spine of a rabid 
animal. The treatment having 
proved successful with dogs. he 
tried it with human beings in 1885, 
meeting with equal success. Three 
years later the Pasteur Institute 
was founded in Paris. Among 
early contributors was one, young 
Joseph Meister, who was the first 
human being to be treated by Pas
teur for hydrophobia, after having 
been gashed fourteen times by a 
mad dog. Many thousands of lives 
have been saved· through the Pas
teur treatment; by 1912 more than 
30,000 cases of hydrophobia had 
been treated, with a death rate of 
less than one per cent. 

It may be said that, far from 
taking only an academic or scien
tific satisfaction in the results he 
was able to achieve, Pasteur's 
gratification was always immense
ly increased when his discoveries 
were put to some immediate prac
tical use. Certainly in this respect 
he had repeated rewards, as in the 
case of the beer and wine industry, 
the difficulty of the silk growers 
a nd. greatest of all, in the saving 
of human life through his hy dro
phobia treatment. 

On his seventieth birthday. 
plans were made for a celebration. 
Delegations of scientists gathered 
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in Paris from many nations to do 
him honor. In the hall at the Sor
bonne a triumphal march was 
played and at his entrance the en
tire audience rose to greet him 
with applause. In this hour ii was 
given Louis Pasteur to see how 
much human life owed him and 
will owe him in the years to come. 
His speech was read by his son. 
In addressing the students, who 
were there in large number~. he 
said : " Young men ... live in the 
serene peace of laboratories and 
libraries. Say to yourselves . first 
of all. 'What have I done for my 
instructors?' And as you ,io on 
further, 'What have I done f';:. r my 
country?' ... until the time comes 
when you may have the happ iness 
of thinking that you have con
tributed in some way to the prog
ress and to the welfare o f hu
manity." 

Pasteur's faith was as genuine 
a s his science. In his panegyric of 
Littre whose f auteuil he took, he 
said: " H appy the man who bears 
within him a divinity. an idea of 
beauty and obeys it; an ideal of 
art, an ideal of science, an ideal of 
country. an ideal ·of the v irtues of 
the Gospel." These words are 
graven above his tomb in the Insti
tute Pasteur . He further states, 
"These are the living springs of 
great thoughts and great actions. 
Everything grows clear in the re
flections from the Infinite." Some 
letters to his children bespeak pro
found, simple piety. He declared. 
'. 'The more I know, the more near
ly is my faith that of the Breton 
peasant. Could I but know a ll. I 
would have the faith of a Breton 

LINACRE QUARTERLY 

peasant woman." What he could 
not above all understand is the 
failure of scientists to recognize 
the demonstration of the existence 
of the Creator that there is in the 
world around us. During his early 
years . at Strassburg he had mar-

ried one Mlle. Laurent. who was a 
devoted wife, and we may believe 
that her life with this simple. af
fectionate and great-hearted man· 
was a singularly happy one. H e 
died at S t. Cloud on Sept. 28. 
1895 at the age of seventy-three. 

WORD HAS COME FROM THE BROOKLYN CATHO
LIC PHYSICIANS' GUILD OF THE DEATH OF DR. 
RICHARD A. RENDICH, K.S.G. SERVING FOR A TIME 
AS PRESIDENT OF THIS GROUP. DR. RENDICH WILL 
ALSO BE REMEMBERED AS ONE OF THE FOUNDERS 
OF THE FEDERAT ION OF CATHOLIC PHYSICIANS' 
GUILDS. A GREAT INTEREST O F HIS WAS THE 
FAMILY COMMUNION CRUSADE WHICH MOVE
MENT HE INITIATED SOME SIX YEARS AGO. HE 
SERVED AS CHIEF ROENTGENOLOGIST OF THE 
NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF HOSPITALS 

FROM 1919 UNTIL HIS RETIREMENT IN 1950. 

TO MRS. CLAIRE RENDICH, HIS WIFE. AND BROTH
ERS AND SISTERS THE FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC 
PHYSICIANS' GUILDS EXTENDS SINCERE SYM-

PATHY. 
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