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question of what is the prototype of 
an ideal candidate for medical school. 
It immediately creates two other 
questions, viz, (a) what type of 
physician does the medical school wish 
to produce (i.e :. clinician, teacher, 
researcher)? and (b) how is the 
prototype(s) recognizable in the 
candidate? 

These questions give rise to still 
another, viz, that . of determining the 
order of priority of American health 
needs for the next quarter century. 

This issue of health priorities has 
been the subject of many medical, 
political and community fora and it 
seems on superficial reflection that the 
importance of solving the health 
priority problem is primary. Without 
at least a working answer to the 
question it · poses, none of the answers 
which are developed to the other 
questions can have an intelligent or 
significant meaning. 

In considering the priority question, 
I calJ attention particularly to two welJ 
known basic health crises; ( 1) the rural 
and semi-rural physician shortage 
(population of 10,000 or less) and (2) . 
the ghetto physician shortage 
(Mexican, Negro, Indian, inner city). I 
will prescind from any consideration, 
as being of a relatively secondary 
importance, for the need of more 
teachers in expanding the newly 
developing schools, research, armed 
service and certain speciality 
(phychiatry?) needs. 

Will the medical schools, in 
particular the Catholic Medical 
School~, have the intestinal fortitude, 
foresight and insight to select men 
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who . given an opportunity a .. · wi1ling 
to meet the challenge in the primary 
crises areas which are · . .. ploding 
around all of us? 

Finally, to assume tha · I have 
developed the solution ·or the 
problem would · be crass egt · sm. For 
what it is worth, I call atter .0n to an 
essay by Karl Rahner, S.J . 1 'Jn a not 
dissimilar problem involve in the 
seminary training of mer, for the 
priesthood. It may very well be 
applicable to the medical p;· blem. He 
notes that only a few semin: ;.ans need 
to be trained to becm .. : expert 
The9logians and that the V<:; majority 
of seminarians should be gi· n enough 
Theological training simply . J be co~ 
good Pastors. Selection of andidates 
s h o u 1 d be based ,) n the 
aforementioned premise. A ·.'dogously, 
only a few medical student ~ 1eed to be 
retrained to become scienti ··': ,, and the 
vast majority (for our he1 · and now 
culture) should have en ou r:· i • scientific 
training to become sir, ply good 
doctors. It means at !east two 
prototypes for candidate:., not that 
they necessarily a re mutuall~ 
exclusive: (a) the one who IS 

·essentially a humanist (the majority) 
and (b) the other who is -: ~sentially a 
student (the minority). 

It is hoped that the ~rc ting in t?e 
Fall wilJ be productive nf realistiC, 
tightly reasoned discussio i1 that ~an 
lead to the adoption of a resolutiOn 

d. I 
that may be · sent to J.ll me 1ca 
schools. 

REFERENCE 
1 Rahner, Karl, S.J., T~eology For Rene; 
"The Student of Theology: th~:: problemsod 
his training today", pages 119-146, Shee 
and Ward. 
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Freedom to laugh 
Rev. George Twigg-Porter, S;J. 

A LAUGH 

a wonderful thing to live in 
where one is free to laugh. A 

like myself who was not always 
can appreciate our rights 

; just as a convert to the Church, 
, can appreciate the gift of 

perhaps a bit better than one 
in the Faith. One of the glorious 

we have as free people is the 
to be different, the right to laugh 

with other people. 1 wonder 
many Communists really laugh? 

IIUIIIleOJrle once said that we ridicule 
the unknown. Ridicule comes 

those who do not understand or 
do not wish to understand 

that is either beyond them 
t from them, but something 

will not be harmful to them. 
dwells in the hearts of those 

are fearful of a noise, a 
ce, a philosophy which might 

. cause harm. In a democracy 
IS ample room for ridicule, for 
for bias and bigotry, for 

and for laughter; in a 
there is room only for 

Twigg-Porter is Chaplain, San 
Emergency Hospitals Staff) 

We are free to laugh in America. 
Laughter can well accompany the 
antics of the bizzare, the Avante-garde, 
the beatniks, hippies, and their ilk. We 
are free to laugh at pacifists and 
Birchers, politicians and crusaders. The 
"Hippies" are funny, some are tragic, 
but all invoke a smile or a laugh, a tear 
or a frown · from an American who is 
free to laugh or cry or shout. Some 
who are laughed at resent this same 
freedom to laugh given to others. Just 
as the Communists are wily in their 
skillful use of the U.S. Constitution as 
a cloak for their malice; they would 
deny ultimately those same principles 
to promote the cause of world 
revolution. 

"HIPPIES - A LAUGHING MATTER 

The "Hippies" of Haight-Ashbury -
they don't like the name "Haight" for ' 
a street - seem to resent those who 
laugh at them, but yet seek bizzare, 
laughter-provoking publicity. They are 
bellicose pacifists. In America, and by 
the American form of democracy they 
are free to promote their philosophy 
of LOVE. They are also free to push 
aside the hair from their eyes and. find 
their way to the relief office to obtain 
their welfare check. It is not a crime to 
go un-washed or unshaved; nor is it a 
crime to laugh at them. 
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Some tim_es the laugh will be 
Pagliacci-like with tears and smiles 
intermingled because of the 
tragi-comedy aspect of the "Hippies" 
lives . . We can't really laugh at an LSD 
user or dealer, or heroin pusher; we 
can pity. We can't really laugh at a 
free-love devotee, especially when this 
philosophy is focused on emotionally 
disturbed minors and run-aways. We 
can't really laugh at dirt and filth in 
the dwellings of slums wherever they 
are to be found; it is hard to laugh at 
lice in the hair, venereal disease, 
hepatitis, parasitic use of welfare 
funds, the un-wed mother with her 
i 11 e g i t i rna t e ·c h i 1 d . A 
Mephistopheles-like laugh could be 
given. 

NO LAUGHING MATTER 

Yet we. can laugh at the apparent 
apathy of public officials and the press 
who neglect their duty to protect free 
citizens from the contamination of 
disease and social degredation. We can 
laugh at ourselves when we behave like 
awestruck children at - the zoo, 
watching the antics of monkeys. We 
can give a big smile to the press and to 
those· who buy the publicized 
"happenings" ·of the far-out and the 
far-in. And w~ are free to do this, just 
as the so-called "victims" are free to 
express their opinions against our 
laughing. The "Hippies" wish to make 
love, not war; they wish to love; but 
can true love be expressed without a 
pleasant smile, or an occasional round 
of deep laughter? We can laugh at, 
applaud, approve, or condemn the 
"Hippie" or so-called "Freak-out" 
psychedelic philosophy; but there is 
left only a moronic laugh for the 
legacy and the by-products which the 
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"Hippies" bring to us c 
disease, irresponsibility, apo 1y. 

recent article in the Irish Medical In recent years the Irish Medical 
Association has set up a Committee of 
experts to study Maternal Mortality. 
They are given reports on all cases 
occurring in this country, and their 
findings are published with the view 

gives the rather startling but not 
•ltJ)ecte~d statistic that Dublin has a 

LAUGHTER IS BO{ · 'i'E 
of 34.4 per · 100,000 of the 

~Joptlllation for first admissions to 
~pltaJs for treatment of alcoholism. 

In our nation there mv be room the legendary and unenviable 
for laughter. R~cently , this was I :.JiqMJ'latJion of the Irish for drinking, it is 
brought out beautifully b) ?at Boone ring thought that one quarter of 

that circulation of accurate information . 
must he 1 p progress towards the 
elimination of the tragedies. The 
Maternal Mortality rate of 1964 was who performed at the Nt, _ t,et Casino ftrst admissions to psychiatric 

in Reno-Sparks. (Don't as1. me what I are for alcoholism. This brings 
was doing there. You wo l n 't believe problem to major public health 
me. Would you believe tha · t was there It seems clear that this rate is one 

0.64 per 1000 births, and 0.56 in 1966. 
It is interesting to ·compare sorrie 
statistics from Great Britain, at 0.22 
excluding abortions, and the U.S.A. 
0.33, both for 1964. These figures 
however can be misleading becuase of 
such factors as altered notification 
procedures. However what does 
certainly emerge is that the greatest 
cause in Great Britain and the U.S.A. of 
Maternal Mortality was abortion and 
sepsis (roughly 22%), and following this 
toxemia, pre and post partum 
haemorrhages, phlebitis and embolism. 
In Ireland the leading cause of death 
was haemorrhage, followed by 
embolism, toxemia and heart disease -
abortion is not mentioned. Since it is to 
be hoped that all deaths from 
haemorrhage will eventually be 
prevented, there is a chance for a "very 
good statistic" in this country in the 
years to come. A significant factor in 
the Irish result Was that 15% of the 
mothers were "indigent" and probably 
had no antenatal care at all. 

for a medical convention ' Well, Pat the highest recorded - only the 
Boone sang his wonderful · .. ·ng about a have comparable statistics. Our 
letter from a soldier in V ir· nam to his is probably even greater, 
buddy who wanted to " m;_, ·:e love ; not the sample of population 
war." He then told us the we live in a contained a heavy loading of 
great country where we · .n laugh at social groups. A great deal of the 
and with · our neighb ' and our in the lower groups never 
neighbor is likewise free ) yell at us to hopitalization, but occasionally 
of join in with us. law courts. . 

There is nothing mor cont~gious 
than a laugh and I .woul." like to see 
the so-called "Hippies" laugh more 
often; it may relieve then · from taking 
their trips to escape reality and 
responsibility. You sec. , the Love 
philosophy they preach s0ems a very 
one-sided love: we must b ve them so 
much that we give them vnything their 
little hearts (or heads) desire: free 
lodging, money, free foc ·J , and a good 
status in society. Is this really ~ 
laughing matter: I am sure that some.o 
the "Hippies'' themselves are laughJ118 
at such a nat~on an~ at such a peop:r 
who allow them m . the name 
freedom to restrict the rights o~ othe~ 
through sit-ins, mill-ins, sleep-tns, an 
other "happenings." I t is a funnY 
world indeed, but isn't it a won de~ 
world where we can love and )au 
and live together. 
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a sizeable amount of our annual 
comes from taxation on dririk 

the advertising is both regular and 
· on Press and Television. At 

time much effort is expended 
pcrsua1di11t2 school children to take 

against alcohol, but it seems 
re-education is also of prime 

~[U}ce. In the next few months 
alcohol tests will be used in this 

when prosecutions for drunk 
come before the courts. It is no 

to us that we will probably 
much higher level of blood alcohol 
other countries as evidence of 

~llkillll. It is hoped that this 
will reduce not only road 

but also act on the public 
. in general, and especially the 

dnnkers will realise that this is 
one facet of a very complex 

but there is hope that if young 
can be trained in proper drinking 

the results should become 
in time, because the highest 
of alcoholism is in the 30-60 

The merging of · the two main 
Universities of Trinity College Dublin 
and University College Dublin i.s 
proceeding slowly and amicably. 
Tribute should be paid to the . late 
Minister of Education, Donogh 
O'Malley, who instituted this reform, 
and many others also, as Minister of 
Health. He died suddenly early' this 
year, and was mourned by all 
irrespective of politics and creed. 

Robert F. O'Donoghue 
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