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A University Parish

REvEREND JounN M. Rine

St. John of God Newman Cen-
ter, serving the University of Cal-
ifornia Medical Center in San
Francisco, was recently established
as a University parish by Arch-
bishop Joseph T. McGucken. We
feel that this is newsworthy be-
cause it is another indication of
the importance of the Newman
apostolate in bringing the Church
to secular campuses. The territory
of the parish is the same as the

campus of the medical center it-.

self. In other words, it has not
interfered with the parochial
boundaries of the neighboring par-
ishes. It is more realistically a “per-
sonal” parish and this is what
makes it so unique and so
interesting.

There are many dimensions to
this Newman parish: it serves a
hospital with close to 700 beds; it
is a Newman Center serving the
various schools on campus: nurs-
ing, dentistry, pharmacy and med-
icine; it is a family parish with its
own community of married couples
and their children—i.e. the resi-
dents, the interns and students who
are married; it includes members
of the faculty and their familics; it
is a center for the Catholic nurses
who work in the two hospitals on
campus; it also serves the Langley-
Porter Psychiatric Institute. It is
truly a “people” parish with a great
variety of parishioners who repre-
sent the various activities of a large
medical center.
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This new parochial plar cgan
to take shape in the sum -t of
1966 when a Lutheran ¢ urch,
situated only three block from
the U.C. Medical Center, v it up
for sale; fortunately, the /A hdio-
cese was able to purchase th prop-
erty. This included a chape!  hich
seats some 200 people, a  ctory
and a well equipped paris  hall
Very few changes were nco  sary.

The chapel with its be tiful
stained-glass windows and  ood-
paneled interior and pews, hich
had been the place of wors. » for

devout Christians before, n = be-

came the religious setting fo: ath-
olics of the U. C. Medical ¢ nter.
We added the special lit gical
signs and symbols of our w ship.
An altar facing the people fit  nice-
ly into the sanctuary. A tab. nacle
was placed on the old altar.  con-
fessional, stations of the cros  holy
water fonts and sanctuarv —mps
were added and Christ Lu ieran
Church  was transformed  (or
should I say “converted™) in o the
St. John of God Catholic ¢ hapel
for the U. C. Medical Cent

The popular Mass for oung
and old on our Sunday sched ile is
our Mass with guitar accor pani-
ment. A dental student and nurse
with their guitars lead the asso mbly
in the new folk-hymns: Hero We
Are . . . , Take Our Brea! We
Ask You, Sons of God, etc. There
is no rushing home after \lass.
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of the people go to the hali
coffec and pastries. It is an ex-
ent way for the members of
parish to get acquainted.

Another Sunday morning feature
operation “play-pen” a baby-sit-
service. The parish hall on
anday mornings becomes a nur-
 where parents can safely leave
ir tots while they attend Mass.
‘dental assistant and somec nurses
vide the tender - loving - care
the parents are at Mass.,

- The University parish not only
des the setting where members
Medical Center can expe-
ce the meaning of Christian
munity religiously, liturgically
socially, it must also speak to
minds and consciences of its
ple  on  scrious issues of the
es. It must provide through lec-
ires, courses, discussions and li-
service the means to dev clop
ceper awareness of the current
ous and social problems, to
s a Christian point of view
them and to achieve a great-
Christian maturity.

One of our programs that sceks
alyze and discuss the provok-
issues of the times is a Sunday
g lecture series. In October
~considered the summer riots
- befell the major cities of our
ntry. The topic for discussion

"Hace Riot and Reconcilia-
In November the subject for
ussion was: “\When Does Hu-
Life End>” In December Rob-

ert McAfee Brown spoke on the
Vietnam issue: “Vietnam, Is the
Price Too High"”? The program will
extend into May 1968 and will
consider a variety of issues: the
cthical problems of medicine, the
social problems of our cities and
the psychological problems of
people.

Our University parish is just a
vear old. It is an exciting project
which is a reflection of the new
spirit of renewal that is alive in
the Church today. People may be
critical about the changes within
the Church—too rapid for some,
too slow for others, but the life of
the Holy Spirit is manifesting itself
in many ways quictly, humbly,
definitely. One great reflection of
this is in the way the Newman
Apostolate throughout the country
has developed and matured since
Vatican Il in its mission to the
secular campus. \We hear too much
these davs about far-out happen-
ings, about the oddities, the weird
sports, i.c. the peculiar variations
from tvpe that shoot up here and
there, the odd mutations in the life
of the Christian Community. But
there is a wonderful new spirit
alive in the Catholic centers at the
many  colleges  and  universities
throughout the country. We feel
that such a spirit exists at our Uni-
versity  parish  serving the U.C.
Medical Center in San Francisco.
[Father Ring is Pastor of University Par-
ish serving the University of California,
San Francisco Medical Center.]
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