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THE FREE MIND IN THE FREE WQRID® X

Compencement Day 1s a day of fresh beginning. It should be a happy
occasion. To be sure, that happiness is mixed with an element of regret,
even of sadness, as the graduate leaves Alma Mater and commences a new
life, Friendships knit through four years of close assoclation are severed,
and it is highly improbable that all the members of this class will ever
appear at a single reunion. Nevertheless, in a few hours, as you scatter,
you will take with you rich memories of your assoclations here as the most
deeply rewarding prize of college life,

At the same time the achievements which this day represents give
it a special and richly satisfying meaning. Each of you knows well the
effort you have put into your academic life here, and the progress towaxrd
maturity which is now to be marked by the conferring of a degree, You have
enjoyed a rich experience here at Connecticut College, both in the classroom
and elsewhere on the ¢ampus. The high hopes of parents who have sacrificed
to see their daughters finish college will be fulfilled as they go forwaxrd
to assume their responsibilities. But the zggl accomplishments of students
and parents in their common effort to reach this day successfully will, in
large part, be measured ot by the honors and deerees conferred today hut
by the verdict of the years ahead, It is to those years that I turn,

When they look into the future there are some who see no rosy promise.
Indeed, it has been the custom in recent years for cormencement speakers to
paint with somber colors. For my part, I do not share the gloomy outlook
of the Jeremiahs of our day who mournfully declaim the dec¢lining future and
see only darkening clouds on the horizon. To be sure, there is little justi-
fication for a happy=go=lucky optimism; but there is a middle ground of

|, *Address by Earl Jemes McGrath, former U.S. Commissioner of Education,
%, Washington, D.C. at 1953 Commencement, Connecticut College, New London,
Connecticut, June 7, 1953,



of realistic hope which is as far from Jeremiah as it is from Pollyanna.
Let us look realistically for the hope of this world inte which the Class
of 1953 goes.

In the first place, we ought to recognize the riek)Y opportunities
of 1life which await college graduates this year. In terms of material
rewards and the comforts of life, the graduate of the American college
in 1953 will enjoy benefits, and will look into a potential future,
qulte beyond the dreams of any generation of men and women anywhere in
the history of mankind. Life in the United States today is full, rich,
and ample, judged by a standard of comparison chosen from gny earliex
period in our history, or fom conditions in other lands. For example,
geaduates who are reasonably well equipped will have no difficulty in
finding gainful work, and on the average they can be much more choosy
than thelr fathers or mothers. There are limitless possibilities in
vocational choice and advancement., A large percentage of men will have
to serve in the armed forces. But even they will find, as & Secretary
of the Army has pointed out, that for the college graduate there is a
great variety of specialities within the Army that prepare a man for the
same type of occupation he hopes to follow when he returns to civilian
life. And though it is too early to be sure, we all hope that the recent
encouraging signs of a change of policy in the Kremlin with regaxd to a
truce and eventual peace are genuine, If so, in the years ahead let us
hope that most young ien will not have to give up years of their lives in
militaxy activities, and that they may be able to enter upon the normal
activities of civilian life soon after graduatiap.

But for the average American citizen our potential for better living
is great., DBecause of advances in business and industry, scientific
developments, and the productive capacity of the individual, the
material comforts of life in America, when all the people of the nation
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are consldered, surpass anything in the world today.g:m‘hiatory. in
splte of the fact that too many Americanc still do not have many of the
things mnecessary for the elomentary satlsfactions of life, we have hgtiar
health, gamg oducation, aezs. confortable and attzectivo hocws, gore food,
ax! garg ontertaimment than aeny othor peoples To approciate how well off
we are in this zospect one has to txawel in the so~called underdeveloped
aveas of the world, or yoad 2 beok lilke "Dohind i Walls," a description
of lifo in India. lbre milllons llve in danger of staxvation, in lumble
quarters, often o wiwle large famdly in onc rotny thedr work is ofben hawmd,
droary, and unrowarding; they have little chance for education with its
many benofits, and many spend their livesén recurrent sickness and dio
younge Qur nation has only oncw-tenth of the population of tiw free world =
outside the Soviet orbits yet this onoe<tanth of the population produces
onp~=half of the goods of lifo, Msterially spoaking, the 1ife which the
1953 graduate anters upon 1¢ not a glooay one.

But along with these matters of swney and homes, of food and clothing,
of recroation and leisure, of health and the happiness which cames fren
doing your job well == along with thosc material satisfactions of 1ife
thore are others. llo nation rore than the Unlted States needs to realize
the simple but evorlasting tmth that a man can gain the whole world and
loso his soul. Xfxmybepemﬁtmdtoswakofamﬁonhw;ngam
I can focus your attention for a fow moments on soversl matters which I
think the graduates of this class will have to be aware of, if we as &
nation, and tho other freo nations, axe not to lose our scul.

I spoke & nmoment ago of the free world -=-of the peoples who have not
boen embraced by the grasping tentacles of Communism, These peopls, even
those who do not share the matorial satlsfections that are ours, ave blessed
with the rewards of 1ife in a frec soclety. By contrast with the compulsions




-de
of life under the Soviets, the freedoms which we enjoy are rich, full,
and satisfying. None of us needs to fear, as he lays his head on his
pillow tonight, that before sunrise there may be a rude pounding on the
door, an officer of the state to hurry him off without explanation into
some concentration camp. Bvery one of today's graduates is free to
choose his own line of work and to find employment to his own liking
and talent ~-=without the necessity of a pass or permit from some commissar.
The door of no church has been closed by govermment edict, and clergymen
may speak as their consciences dictate. No newspaper has yet felt the
tightening strictures of a state censorship which in totalitarian
gcouniries today selects, distorts, and suppresses the news in onder
that the peoples' minds may be shaped to the purposes of the governing
few. MNo padlocks now bar the doors of our meeting halls. No accused
person is denied the rlght of a trial by his peers. These freedonms,
dearly bought by our ancestors in other lands, and by our fathers here
on this soil, are ours to enjoy as naturally as breathing and walking.
For that reason 1 fear we have come %o take them for granted, not
stopping to consider their priceless value and how unbearxable life would
be without them. These are the things without which no amount of good
food and fine ¢lothing and big houses and full bank accounts would suffice.
These satisfactions cannot be enjoyed except by free people in a
free world. And free poople are only those who can think fxeely. This
is amply demonstrated by the behavior of suddenly freed peoples who have
long been subjugated. Under restralnt or slavexy the mind becomes
incapable of discriminating judgment, and the will incapable of declsive
actien. Liberation then brings not freedom but chaotic disorganization.
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An interesting example of this inabllity to enjoy political freedom
was related to me by one of our officers who, soon after the close of
World Waxr II, attempted to establish democratic practices in the American
Zone in Germany. One ofiicer told how a German natlonal complained about
being asked to vote for the local Burgomeister, or mayor, because he said
he was just a simple man who didn't know about such things and shouldn't
be making decisions about the qualifications of the mayor of his town.
Such an officlal, said he, should be appointed by his superiors. In the
same vein the Rector of Gottingen University in Germany told me that when
students, after the close of the war in 1945, were invited to discuss public
issues and university policles, few cared to do so. They had lost, or more
likely, had never acquired the art of democratic discussion and freedonm of
thoughte. Thelr minds were not free. Their Nazi teachers, and even those
of the Kalser's day, had not attempted to cultivate free minds to live in
a free esociety.

Now what is a free mind? To explore this question fully would require
a book, but for the purposes of this duseussion I would descxibe it as a mind
which gegks new intellectual, emotional, and spiritual experiences, and when
confronted with these experiences examines them critically and rationslly.
Instead of retreating from new mxpaykmx problems or avoiding decisions, a person with
a free mind welcomes each new experience with eagerness, and with a sense of the
inportance of understanding as fully as possible the events of each succeeding
day. Such a person explores, reflects, and reasons. He reorganizes his
thoughts and reaches conclusions. As he goes about this intellectual
activity he recognizes the limitations of his own mind and experience.
He is therefore restrained and humble in his judgments, seeking always greater
understandings and fuller truth concerning the nature of the world and of man.
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He recognizes preconceptions, prejudices, and emotional disturbances as

enenles of sound thinking. From these toc he must be free. He views a new
idea, even though he doesn't think well of it, with a certain detachment and
suspended judgment until its merits or limitations may be rationally explored.
The founding fathers of this Republic were cexrtain that the thoughtful considera=
tion of national and personal problems in a democracy was the only sure basis of
our free way of life,

Those who have had the advantages of higher education are under the
obligation to be intellectually honest and selfedisciplined.

Especially are college graduates under obligation to protect the rights of
free speech, press, and inquiry on which their ewn independence vests. And
most esxpecially, the college graduate has a moral duty to protect the rights
of others to thease same freedoms.

There is a sense today in which the protection of these rights and
froedoms i¢ the most important duty of the patriot. I belleve the threat
to our democratic freedoms, to the society which they sustain, and to the
national wellebeing which they nourish, is very much greater from ideological
assault from outside the country and from needless restrictions on our liberties
at home, than from a military attack by the totalltarian powers.

I an one who believes that the danger of subversion by Communists within
the nation is very rea) == not merely subversion whiech is a prelude to military
victory, but subversion of the basic freedoms which are the essence of our
democratic life. Known Communists ought, thexefore, tdo be excluded from
government, industry, education, and other positions of responsibility. I would
exclude them especially from teaching because of all occupations in a free
society, the most essential in enabling each successive generatlon to possess
its owvn mind in freedom is the teacher. This the ¢closed mind cannot dojy and
no man or woman who has accepted?fxis own the dictates of the Communist dogma
¢an lay claim te freedom of the mind.
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Having said this, I want to add most emphatically that we must not
pernlt our legitimate concern over the possibilities of Communist subwversion
to make ue a nation of informers and witeh hunters, suspiclous of every uncone
ventional thought or word we detect in a neighbor. lie rust not let suspiclen
poison our minds or undermine our confidence in our fellow Americans. Loyalty
is not necessarily neasured by gonformity - not among free men.

We should be concerned about the fears which have begun to domlnate the
thinking and the actions of our people, especially those in academic circles.
One who senses the pulse of the nation's educational system knows that many a
teacher who fowmerly spole his mind freely now holds his tongue lest someone
misinterpret his innocent yemarks.

Teachers especially, and I know there are some in this class, have a great
responsibility to help our young people to learn to think=~ to analyze what
they see and hear. There is an lncreasing habit among our people %0 use
cliches, epithétsd , and outright bad names about thelr fellow citjizens.
Usually these attacks are thoughtless; sometimes they arxe vicious. It is
becoming &he habit, instead of listening to a fellow c¢itizen and trying to
understand and peason with him, to dismiss his point of view by calling him a
name, by giving him an unsavory label. This
custom is practiced by liberals and conservatives alike. If a person proposes
a plan for improving our social order well within the American tradition, he
is often called, by €onservatives, a Communist, a pink, or a subversive, though
he may understand Communism better and detest it more thoroughly than his
accuser. Likewise, some liberals locok upon every person who wishes to reduce
government spending and bring our taxes within the limits of our abllity to
pay as a selfish, heartless materlalist. Edueation should prepare the minds
of students to reject this nameegalling technique which involves no thinking,

but instead its very opposite ==prejudice and obscurantism. Let us teach our
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youth to appraise ideas and lssues on their merits and in the light of the best
knowledge avauableﬁin the interest of the general good. In so doing we will
galn in wisdom as a people, and we will y¥eserve rmutual respect in our citizenry.
This is the American way and the way of free men everywhere,

Given a generation, or even a few yem. when the teacher and the student are
unable to seek and to learn the truth as they see it, and this nation will lose
its freedom and its soul. This is only one example. Likewise, 1f the other means
of maintaining the free mind such as freedom of worship, freedom of speech, free-
dom of the press, freedom of assembly, are seriously impaired or destroyed, the
United States we have known will have gone. The Commmists will have won their
victory. They will have transfolmed us into good totalitarians. It is the duty
of all of you tc act the parts of free men and women defending our basic freee
doms and exemplifying them in your lives.

Only as we all strive to exemplify the free ndnd in our daily lives, trying
to think seriously and honestly about our domestic end international problems,
can we hope to have the kind of free life that our fathers have enjoyed in this
lande Only as we continue to stand as the symbol of freedom to the many nations
of the world in a less favored positlon than we, can we expect then to rally to
our banner and join their material and their spiritual resources with ours in the
present conflict. We can galn wmore world support by our example of the practice
and defense of liberty than by our economic and military assistance, necessary
as these may bee.

Contrary to a common impression, foreigners and many Americans, too, who
come into the Port of New York are not so ovexwhelmed by the skyline of huge
buildings which stand as the symbol of our material suceess and our physical
power. MNo, as one comes up the Bay into the harbor the object which makes the
breath come faster, the heart pound, chills the spine, makes a lump zise in the
throat ~-this is the Statue of Liberty which symbolizes our dedication to truth



and to liberty and to the freedom of men whatever class, color, orvereed to
think their own thoughts, express their own ideas, worship their own God,
earn their own bread wiﬂbut arbitrary interfepences from their fellow citlzens
or thelr govermment.

| Whether this kind of society can be preserved at home and inspired
abroad in the quartexs of the earth where it does not now exist largely
depends on you and your contemporaries now graduating from colleges and
universities. You have been given the intellectual equipment which the free
mind needs to understand these things amd if this generation stands firm in
the defense of these freedoms at home and abroad, a golden age will be in the
makinge This responsibility takes priorlty over all others for - let me
return to my original theme ~=if you do not do these things, but occupy
yourselves with the solely material things of life you will not only lose your
freedoms but your comforts as well. Qur people have in the past chosen the
right values. I am sure this generxation will follow in the great American
tradition.
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