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SCHOLARSEIP
Hext to the gobbledygool whieh 1s the
staple of politiecal addressess I suppose that
ecation produces more tired Fnglish than does
any other humen activity. By "tired English"™ I
meen, of cou;*se, words so over=-worked that the
Vigor of 1life has left thems "ho does not sigh
at cdueational IEnglish « that languagd which the
late Paul Shorey happlly christened pedaguese?
Egucation for leadership, education for tomorrow,
educatlion for a changing world - what faded,vhat
dlstressing terms} During the commenceorient sea-
gon they £111 the alr and drip like dew from the
1lips of every speaker;

I propose to tallk to you abotit scholarshipe.

Clearly, scholarship 1s one of these tired wordss
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Indeed, 1t 1s so tired that nobody quite mows

vhat 1t meanse My coantribution to the thoory of
sehnlawrship consists in the proposition, which I

have stolen from Pascal, that scholarshilp 1s like

God, a circle vhose center is everywhere and
whose clrounference 1is nowheré. It 1s Impossil ¢
to escape fram scholarships and beeeusc this 1s
S0, I shall dilsenss throe of its meaningg.
In the kinﬁergarten)scholarahip begins in

discovery end delighte How odd that "a"™ should
be squat and fat, the flgure "7t 1ike sn up-ended
hoe, the word "erayon® 1likze birdts crieé, It 1s
wnnecesasary that werd or symbol should heve Ine~
telicctual content at thils stage, where every«

thing 1s enchantment, and Latin is as lovely as

Hother Goose. But the delight vanishes, and
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the young scholar soon settles Into that routine

thich is neecessary to the goneral schooling of |
|
the lmman race.. We cannot forever he on fire with
the exeitament of novelty, there are rmltiplicaw
tion tables to be learned, words to be mastered,
the thousand practical facts which furmish the
kitchen of the mind - these rmat become habitual
| level
1like breathinge Scholarship at this BEEEE I shall
eall learning as ritualy for 1t resemblos danecing
and worship., %ho young scholar is not to inquire
or to rebel, but to ellor the Imprint of custom
to be fixed upon himes Thé#s we achieve the foundaw
tion of the broadest agreement, without which
cultwe cannot existe. Scholarshilp as ritual 1s J

thsws :
A the first stageoe
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But the child dlsappears into the youth or

malden, tnd use and wont no longer sufflce for ‘
our young baxba:eians‘. Iz?itual 1s replaced by eon~
teste A game develops, with rules as Intricate
as chess, and with hostilities as traditional as
football., The schoolroom becomcs an amed .canp,
or, 1f not that, a place set apart for a tourna=-
mont that has everything in its makeup ercept
chivalry. On the one side, the teacher, armed
with mysterlous powers: on the other side, nae
tive wilt and the ingenuit;y of young America.'. A
code develops to gcveﬁrn. this antagoniame _Tho
first move 1s Invarlably that of the teacher,who
advances to a square of lmowledge and cgpbtures it

by assignment - pages 12¢ to 139 In the textbook,

the definitions of filve wards, such and such a
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laboraiory exereise, a report on tle local gas-
vmrl-n-. The next move is that of the puplls, vho,
rocognizing that the assignment muns from page
124 to pege 139, prepare preclsely that and no-
thing mores or - and this marks the superior cheme
plon « prépare nothing at all.e Then, if bluffing
succeeds, if theéy get by, if they are not called
on, they win speciel honor anong their fellow
warriorse At the hour of examination the teachey
sallles forth to war armed In &&3 her panoply,
but the pupils, as if to mark thelr larger mme
bers, go into battle without any weapons vhatso=-
e\rer. Elaborate yules determine what 1t 1s pro-

per for the teacler to demand end what 1t 1s reaw

gonable for the pupils to perfomm, and violation

by elther side brams the of fender as subversive
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T™e pralse of the teacler is that she dcx.zs not
fail .to pass her puils, the px’aise-of the rupil
is thgt he never cracked & bool. - And so, with a
decert ninimm of mind, tle contenders dedicate
thelr tom_"nes to that golden medioerity which 1s
the g;;od. of our edueatlongl system. MNedlocrity
sproads. The notion of edueation as contest
flouridies in the later grades and in the second-
ary schools, and becanise nany statev—surportA in-
stitutions of higher learning are required by law
to admit to their halls any high school graduate
inl the commonwealth, medloecrity spreads also into
the colleg;es.’o

T™wo Important consequences follow upon thils

'notlion of scholarship as contest. The first 1s

that ovr elected officianls seldom rise above it,
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Themselves the products of the seeondary schools,
ey, 1f college men, having retalned in eollege
the notion of educatlion 8a contest, they domand
that scholarship shall remaln forever rzt"i:his

low and harmless level. ":hat are schools for,
especiaily in a democracy, if not to make pupills
contented with the democratic way of 1life? Let
the schools content themselves with the elements,
snd the citizens‘ can talke care of thcm:selves".
The corrmmnity, Jeslous of criticism, forblds the
teacher to 1live a private 1life. It mny be some
clementary lmowledge of economies should he
taught in the schools, but let us not exemine
advertising critically in order that fuhure

housewlves may learn to penetrate 1ts false and

flattering poetry - to do so were to fly 1in the
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face of the chamber of comaerce, the c¢ity news-

vaper and the loeel radio station. Fossibly

Some sirple Imowledge of bivlogy may be allowed,‘

but let us not adnit that these young people ‘
are in the throes of their first experlence of
Sax, whiéh, according to the standards-of the
niddle class, is shamefml. Above 2ll, let us
not take any eriticsl view of the United States,
jts fallures no less than its suecesses, the
problem of yace, the problam of religlous ten=-
sion, the oroblecm of labor, the problem of war,
the problem of cduecatlon, the problem or eapital-
ism; Only radicais find feulte Only agents of
comrunism hint that the loeal common council

is not a collection of Solons. Since what 1is

tavght must be learned, when teachers "geach"
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that advertising may be fallaclous, that sex can
be healthy, or that politics may invelve nlhori-
ty rishts and unpopular points of view, 1t fol-
lows from the theory of educetion as contest that
students are being shaped inte something vague,
disturbing, ard certeinly "wmeAmerican.” There-
fore 1t is that principals, superintendentg,
schoolboards, city councils, tz’usteeé!, regents,
state hoards of cdwvcatlon, legislatures, gover-
nors, sem tors, and the Congress of the United
States gravely consider how to 'ut down hetero-~
doxy in the schools by laws or regulations de=
signed to frighteryf all but the most cnurageous.’.
We develop a doetrine of g.juilt by assoclatlion

unlmownt since the Alien and Sedition laws. No

Amoricen teafher, so far as I can recollectf,
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has ever beoen Xxxmrzx convieted of treasong
 N—

né American fteacher, so far as I know, has gver
consrired to seize even the local govérnment by
forcc or violenee; no Are rican teacher; so fap
a3 I can dilscover, has ever suceeeded In indoc~
trinating a single elass at any time with com-
wyunism, etheiam, materiallsm, evolutién, or what-
ever iz unropular at the hour. Yet one would in-
fer from the rash of bllls and investigations
‘passed or pending that we are faced with sn in-
vasion of the teaching profession by "radicaels”
so numerouns, sSo cumning, so devious that only
the strictest police supervision can save our

childron and the republic,

There 1s, however, a second important se-

guel of the theory of scholarship as contest, one
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which affects many colleges and universities
Gireetly, and colleges 1lilte thls one indirectly".
The Treshman ngzllash course at one state unie
versity numbers 200 sectlionse A single introduc.
tory course in psychology i at another has ovel
a thonsand students. ""hen I attended the Unilver.
sity of Y'ﬂ'isccns.";n in the days of Jullus Caesar,
we thought a student body of 5000 too big; now
there are over 20,000 astudents Iin Madison. The
latest anmual report of the Chancellor of New
York University says that 56, 000 students en=-
rolled last jear iIn classes there. The report
of the president's commaizsion on higher educa=-
tlon avrgues that the number of students in high-

er institutions should be doubled; and totals of

the order of five mlllion have been svggested,



Thouzh theorists myy prove it is as efficient
to legture to five lmundred as to fifiy - and
if five hndred, why not five thousand, or [ifty ‘
thousand, or five hurdred thousand? = these muma-
bers have mass and weight, they hamper individu-
allty, they narrow the personallity. The were
mad inery ?equire to care for these armies ab=-
sorbs energlos and requires an admirable mechani-
cal perfection thatgf 1s u-foritunately also wholly
dead. Puneh cards, exdminations graded Dy elecg=-
trieal devices, the reduectlon of the student to
- a number, a brass checlk, an assigned locker, a
bursart!s card,; an officisl photograph « the =
man belng 1s redueced to 2 two-dimenslonel sy&temﬁ

From the point of view of the registrar, the
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dean, the leetwrer, the undergraduate becomes a

Clgit, an Integer, a sample of handwylting, usu-‘

ally bad, a pawm, whiech 1 it 1s noved cemfaetly
across the cheasboard, you are bound to reward
at the end of the game with the crown of a bach-
elorts degree, largely because no reason appears
why you sheuld not do soe. ot scholarship, but

W

aéministration 1s the pi-e}'xlem of the o

world, where the president, the dean, the business

manager, the investment councilloy and the alummi

secrebtary cre more Importent than the qulet tecachw

er in hc cln.ss:?oom:. An eccumulation of 32 or 64
or 128 credits in the educetional bank ig scho=-
larship. One wonders whet the slumnl seceretary
would make of Bypddha, Jesus, lloharmed, Socrates,

Feraon, TolStoy, I1f they presented themselves



for graduntion.

‘Because the only universal law of soclioloRy
is that everybody 13 as lazy as he dares to be,
the undergraduate romalns the high achool student
taken, as 1t were, a litéle later on. 'The contest
1s more elsborate, but the rules are the same. “3
I'a 1like %o teke Professor So-and-so's course,"
said-a fennle student at the University of Chi-
esgo, "but he's such & hard marker, and I won't
spocil a Phl Beta Kappa record for any professor.”

"But I've done all the laboratory worl,"walled
a Michlgen student, "and he flunked me juast the

s&mé!” Eqch year at Harvard I glve out a list
of about £5C bhooks, the tltles classified %o

illustrate inmportant phames of American life in
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the last half eentury, saylng to the class that

glm ¢ they have chosen the course, I assume thoy
want to read; and that here is a 1libenry of per-

tinent materisl, adding that all I ask 13, they

read snd report regularly ounce a woek what they
have read snd what they thinl about 1t. "But, poos=
fessor," the cry goes uvp, "1sn*£ there any re ular
del 1y g psignment? Vhay do you want us to do?"
"Rend,” sazg ]5. nint how rmueh? when? before the
lecture or after? 'hy don't you tell us how
many pagaa to read?” M"Read," I resnondel with
vhat patlence I can, "read - you are adult or
about to hecome so. Thls 1s ﬁhe vay readling 1is
done, not by home-worl and lesson plans." “But,

nrofegsor =« " the compliaint contlnues, exXecept

rrom the intellligent, who grasp the idea that
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scholarship 1s onc and indivlaible, not thel ‘
sehodlboy's assumption that lessons ave seourges |
to be administeésﬁ, thirty stripes today and
fdrty tamorruw;

The poet Keats has a famous phrase, "nega=-
tive capability.” Under preasure of numbers, suc
cumbing to a painless‘conformity, the studont, by
virtue of negative capabllity, in school aftep
aschool, securc In the falth that he has Droken no
law, violate’ no canon, becomes in due covrse the
alumnus and jolns that most astonishing of Aners
ican Inventions, the ex-stndents aasecigtion. Is
not the cenfomity ¢f mind In the alumni assoecla-
"tion a streange comment on scholarship? One star

differeth frem another in glpry; but change the
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® lors on the hatbands or the dresses at the an-
nual reunions, and you will not lmow the gradu-
ates of one college from those of another. The
olumi secretary, enlisted in the preservation of
intellectual order, concerns himself to maintain
procedures onlys and the long, last nhase of acho-
larship as econtest appesrs as a tug-of-war between
the faenlty and 1ts former students, the one
secking %o hoodwink the other into believing that
dday old Siwash stands sirmltaneously for cone
formity ond Individusliam, habit and progress,
mags production and leadership, daring and con=
servatlism, leadership of tomorrow and protection

of the gtatus quo. Do I seem s evere? I merely

translate inte spccific terms the criticism which

a Veblen, a2 Flexner, a Hutchins, a Donhan, and
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others have made of American academic 1ife.

How brceak tils eircle? Here idlosyncrasy

will not do, albelt the New York Sunday Times

recently reported a pedagogical movement for the
encouvragenment of idiosyncrasy. Yet to contradict
for the sake contradiction is not edueatlive; to
diffor merely for the sake of difference 1is duli.
The student faced in his freshman year with a dee
mand tc write an "orizinal theme" feels depreséed
by so unressonable a demagd. I sharcec his deprese
sion: ™o or three million‘ young persons intent
on being originalf.would.be & doleful perfermancﬁ.
Fortunately both nature and mwrture come to our
resene, and nature and nurture still divide us

into gsuperior and commonplace, persons worth

cGuecating and persons worth training. Contrary
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to popular bellief, said Lord Tweedsrmuir, dullnes%
is not a nroduct of education. Edgueation, he
explalas, may refine, may pollsh native dullnegsy
but it cannot ecreate what is plainly the gift of

Gode Yet we have been trying for many Fears so
to refine and polish dullness that, intent on
helping rediocrity over the stlle,; we cammot une-
derstand why superlor scholars are uncemfortable
in schooly college, - or university.

Eow,l respect dullness. It 1s & healthy sta:
pf r:ind, body, and crmotion, W;re it not for the
wide diffusion of dullneés, our newspapers could
"not perpetually print the same murders, our radlo

programs might run longer than fifteen minmtes,

and the collaps of Holleywood wouwld follow the

collapse of interest in boy meets girl, boy loses



girl, boy'éilin girle g have seriptural ware

rant for the prayer: give me neithey poverty nor
riches, and Insofer as mediocrity and dullness
arc Interchanzeable, we have goed sanction for
trai.ning; nedioerity sufficiently o warrant the
hope that its happy possessers may 1live nomal,
active, hopeful 1llves. I have no desire to cut
of f medinerity. Bub our fallure 1s not = fallure
to furmish education for the average: our fallure
1s to Iinslst that exceptional youvth shall conform
to average educatb ioﬁ. %c do not characteristical.
1y attempt to ensich superior minds)on the 1llogi.
cal prounds that to do so would be to impoverish
the education of the majority. This 1s rmuch like
arcuing against symphony orcl_*l-estras on the age

sumption that they are dlsconrsging to sazopnbe
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playerse. )

Here and there, of course, wo have attermted
to break what Fn.enl Aydelotte onee ealled the
lockstsp of education. The honors course, the
tutorial system, individiel advizing, a senlor
thesia, sectioning by ability - how familiar,
and, alaé: how trivial these smmé‘l It is only
a 1ittle chipping and patchi:o{;‘. It is something
we do leth our left hands. It is, for instence,
eonsidersed honorable, if ont of a college facul-
ty of seventy-flve, two or three are detaliled
to look after oxceprtional IFsamasax upperclassmen".
Tt is a merk of nmerit 1f in the fourth yeear some

ten or twelve per-cent of the graduating class

are pormitted to go o'ut[for honors, as if 1t

took thirty-six months to be sure that superior
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students are supericr. Meanvhile, of courss,
mperior youbh, bored by clessroom instruction
deliberately aimed below thelr iIntellectual leve
el, finds gonuine nerlt and an exciting educa-
tlion in the school psper, the class election,
the dramatic club, the sorodiiy. But do wo no%,
In fact, deteet superior ablility in the second~
a¥yy schools, and 1ls there any reason to suppose
that as our test improve, our ability to separat
the truly able {rom the merely r;00dswill not in-
erease? But vhy, if we can thus carly sepurate
the two, why lump superiority and medlocrity to-
gother for three years only to geparate them ufe
ter this penitentinl poriod? “hy not begin to

nourish Individual talent In the freshman year?

"hy not furnish superior minds with a total
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superlor currlenlum?

A1l this, hewever, deals with the nmode of |
seholavahip, not ite nature, and I turn In con-
clugion to the third aspect of acholayships
scholewship as e¢ivll Indopoendence. I am content
wilth ™mersont's phragse about the scholar: man
thinking, For men thinking - and 1t 1s only the
awkwardness of the langmoge that leads ne to
avoild the rhrase ™man or women® « for man think-
ing, throe clements are nocessary - mastery, in-~
telleet ,caurage; The grcatost of these is couf-
age.

F:!:rst, mster:v,;'; The young scholar like the
panny mast try his teeth on everything. A wilse

teschey will sec that he cores to no harm. DPat

there comes & time when something happens
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- analogous to religlous conversion, and he aban-

dons hils puppy ways of biting on everything, he

Tinds that chemistry or libterature, phyasies owm
anthropology is a werld central to him, to t.rhich!
he also 1¢ centrale '"hat hnd been lossons cease

té be taaks énd become Insight. o rejects and |
|
aaéei;ts, not with the random motlions of the
c¢hild, but from a pmf‘ound inner compulairmﬁ.ma
collold chemistry? Why does the earrying power
of a stresm vary as the elzhth rover of its vel-
oclty? Ihy medical insurance? !hy Hemingway
anc not Seq‘ct, artolk and not lMchowell, El Groo
and not 51y Alma Taddema? 'hen these guestions

trouble the mind, not aa lessons Hut as philoso-

phy, the young scholar hegins to seek truth and

ceases nerely to study. I, as Robert Prost
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remavks, a poem begins iIn delight and ends in
wisdem, scholarship begins In curlosity and ends
in assimilation. The course notes of every \
student accurmlate, nt the scholar assimilates ‘
where the mndergrsduate merely ?ecoznds;. |
Agsimilation, howevé.vf s 1s not enough, I do
not know how 1t ls in the selences, but in the
arts 4 notice how graduate studenta fall into
two unequal groups = a leorge onc which takes
notes, a snall one which refleets and thinka.‘.
Assi;jailated Imowledge may be pedantry. I once
the names of
Imew a ran vho mamorized/all the presidents of
all the Lotin Ameriecan republiecs. But nanming
presidents is like ecross-word puzgzles, an ocou=

pation for one!s ldle hour; what matters 1s vhe-

ther, by studying the lives of these officials,



ono can discover why the Anglo-Saxon theory of
constitutional government does not dags—mmi suc-

eeod ahread. I wi1ll not listen to the ecallow JUdBJ

ment that Tennyson never wrote a good poem, i’mt
I respect the student who welghs the excellenco
and defects of Tennyson against fhe exqellence '
and defeets of T.S.Tliot. Hard though it is %o
say how one comes Inbtq reflection, scholarship
is a fumetlon of reflection upon }mowledge.. In

a sense Botelly different from thaet Shakespeare
meant, ripeness is 811, which means that nd ase
similation only, but Intellect is the heart »f
the scholart's nystery. It 135 Interesting to
Imow that Bacon took bhribes, but 1s more Impore
tant to have srrived at some notlon why The Ad-

vancement of Learning helps explain values in
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£i21d, not what tho thing 1is, but shat the thing
|

is gocd for - here is the consideration that dla-
!

~ ‘the age of nuclear flssion. 8¢ in every other

tinrgnishes the scholar from the pedant,

Nastery, intelloct, courage. By courage I
mean the capecity to announce and defend con-
sidered truth when appropriate occasion shall
arise in the 1ife of the state, But the courage
to speak ;:2 has become the rarest virtue in
American culturo; The motto of the nation has
become: "Don't g tlck your neck oute" A thousand
forces today consaplre agalnst the s;atement of
the unpopular. The press, the radlo, the screen,
governuient ftself seem to be in league against

the presentation of ninority opinion. To doelam

T %
+0¥ peace,; o labor tovard international undere
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standing, to be counted for civil rights or a

wider diffusion of medieal care or falr employ-

- ment practices or the prerogative of minority
groups has meant in the cases of good and gentle.
friends of mine that they have been shadeowed by
government iInvestigators, denounced over the
alr, and maligned In public prints. Turopesns
coning here, Anericens who have been abroad and
return, are saddened and bewlldered by the hyse
teria for cenformity which sweeps the .'Land‘
Seholars who, deeply concerned over the gradual
Intmasion of the military Into edueation or by
the political seerecy which in cur own country
interferes with the free flow ol sclence - such

‘

nen, 1f they protest, protest at thelr perlls

In the present mood offthe naliion S mmel Agams,



Thomas Jeffaerson, Tom raine, n,1ph waldde mersﬂ
Harrlet Beecher Siowe, Henry Thoreau, Jane Ad= |
dems would all have been dlscovered %o be z:lembsrs\

of some sort of "subversive" organization, on the

|

_:i_.,/ﬁz se dlxlt of a transient attoimey general".

/

Formrly we thought well of nman « in fect, we |
bulilt the re ubliec uvron his capaeity to think

for himsellfs. low 1t i1g fashlonable to distrust
him altogether, for man has agdmf become 'i:he
"thinking reed” whom Pascal so unfortunately de=
fined. The drive to confomm, to be afrald, sweées
2ll before it, and we present o a bHewilderod
world the asitonishing spectacle of the greatest
-nation on earth fearful of 1tkiqowls not w_hat.‘.

"hat 1s the scholarts duty? lot, I am pere

suaded, to practice a fugltive and clolstered
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virtue; but neither do I believe it to be that
Incessant appeal to the prblic mind represented
by the reappearance of the same nemes on 2 score
of petitions 2nd protests. et thege comes g
time when the conscientious scholar rmust announcs
his stand; and vhen he does 3o, he must speak as
sclhiolsay « that 1s, with the cou*age of one who
hes assinilated kéewlédge to 1ntallect; hen he
does 80, it Is the duty - alasf how of%enrvad-
eél - of the Institutlon he serves end of its
graduates, to applaud hils courage and probtect
his place, ceven though dean and prosident end
alurml and goveraning boards disagree with his
attcranccs Ior, indeed, if we contime our.

dowmward course, if we insist upon stifling the



individual volece, if we domand & htotal and timid

acquiescence by teachers and students in vhateve:
mood or politlieal fashlon the currcent gove:éfmont;
in Waahington or the state capitel representse
how shall we Qiffer from those statss we went teo
war to destroy? You who today assume for the
first time the formal emblems of scheolarship,
youy so far as I may, .I okrictly charge with the

duty of protecting for the rest of your lives

thoae Iindep em.ien‘-:. volees from the colleged snd
elsowhere, whose independence has been "tradition
ally, and still should be, the finest o ilce of
America. And this I venture to do in the name

Pal

of that ssholarship whose robes you wear and

whose dlploma by the ceremony of thils hour you

acquire,
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but to allow the imprint

The younyg scholar is not to incuire or %o
of custom to bz fixed uvoon him. Thuas we achieve the foundation of the broad-

sulture cannot ewist,

recment,

ther, the first

But the child disappears into the youth or

ules and with hostilitie:

grme develops

traditional as footpall. The hecowes canp, or, if not
that, a place set apart for o , that hog everything ia 1ts mskeup

with mysterious powers;

on the other side, aatll of wveung America. & code

develops to govern this antagonism. ig invariably that of

and captures it by assign-

Cinitions of five words,

-~ i ot .,
8 worke. The

i)

J.lI’!‘CLl v rungs

more; or - and

- prepare nothing at 21i. Then, if bluffing

succeeds, 1f they get by, 1f they are not called on, they win honor
among thelir fellow warriora. AL the hour of exeminction the tescher gallies

in all her penoply, but the pupils, ae il to mark their

he never cracked a book.

tourney

to that

ocrity




atate-supported insti

grades ana in the

4

lesrning are recuired by law to admit to their t

tutiong of higher 11ls any

2 4

high school graduate in the »rity sureads slgo into the

imperienl congesuence notion of schelarship as con-

1le speldom rise above it. Them-

test. The first is

selves the products of the

=

etained in col notion of education as 2ont

this low end harmliess level. Vhat are

schocls contonl themzelves with the ele-

mnents, and thoe of than . The

iy

of eratic come

7 R [ S
s, loruias

elem be taught in the schools, tut let

order that future housewives may

young people ai

<
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experience of sex, which, according to the z1ds of the middle class, is

Abovae all, let us not tage any crilicsl view of the United States,

ivs cuccesses, the problem of race, the problem of

n of war, the problem of

sommon comneil iy met £ collastinm of Seolons.

ol communi

"teach" that advertising

when tee

Lihyy or Yhet seliiies

minori noints of view, it f

education as are peing sheped into soms




isturbing, and ceritsinly "un-imerics

superintendents, schoolboards, city councils, trustees,

and the Cong

of education, legislatures,

,+

Itetes gravely conslder how to put down hetercdoxy in the schools Dy laws

>r regulaticne desipgned to frignten #1111 but the wme wWe develop

a doctirine of guilt by azsoclaticon uninown since

o American teacher, so far as I can recollest, has

; no fmerican tescher, so far ns I know, bhas ever consplred to seize

local govermment hy Cforee or violence; no American teacher, so far
as I can discover, has ever succeeded in indoctrinating a single class st

Aime with commuaisn, meterialior; evolaticn, or whatsver iz un--

R e N
the rash of billz and investi-

the hour. Yot one wou

or peudilng thet we are fsced with an invasion of the teaching

IRy

that only the

orofession by "radicals" so numerous, so cunning,

cur children and the republi

theory of scholaiship

courss at one state

university numbers gle introductory course in psychology

. o

the University of

2t snother heg over a thousznd

Jisconsin in the doye of Julius Csesar, we thought @ shudent body of 50
now there are over 20,0070 students in dadlson. The lateet annual

eport of the Chancellior of New York Univensity

enrclled last year in classcs there. The report of the president's com-

mission on higher education argues ithet the numbor of students in higher

institutions the arvaer of flve million have

lecture
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)
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i
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<
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been suggested

2l

to five hundred as tn fifty - and if five hundéresd, why not five thousand? -

these mn

they hemg

of the United
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the personzlity. The mere mach

sorbs energieg and reauires an

forinnaiely also winlly desd.
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devicas, the reduction of the studsnt to a number, 4 brass check, an assigned

Meced to a two-dimenslonsl systen.

4

the undorgeaduate

che dean, the lecturer,

a pavn, vhich if it is moved correctly

i

gsmple of handwriting,

are pound to reward at

across the chesshoard,

“he crown of

wou should not do so. Not

waere

of

ths investment ¢

qui
cradite
alumni soc

ERS

Tolstoy, if they

s s g, b w L e 4 S o i =
soclology 1y thet everybody lazy

Becauss the only unive:

el " e ¢ s Al 3 R ey i moiey § K P e s
as he dares to be, the wndergracuste remsing the achocl student taken,

bt the rules

ag 1t were, & little later on. The conte

> take Professor So-and-So's course," gsid a

are the game. "0, Iftd

~1N e T e e Yy e 1T tre e N E P = PERIS - o .
student &t the University of Chiecsago, such =2 hard marker,

i
on

L
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and I won't snoil

student, " and he flun

all the laboratory work,"
[N (LTI t ) . - 1 - o i T -l - . . ] L £ ML o 4 3 ET - 4
the samel" Bsch year at Harvard T glve out o list of zbout 250 books, the

zs of American 1ife in the last

helf century, saying tc the

Gy and that here ic o 1ib material

agsume they went to

adding that all T ask is, they read anc report regularly once s weei what



they have reac ang vhat Lnov thing abhout it. "But, prefesgor,” the cryv goes up,
"ien't there any regular caily asssigninent!

What ao you want us to dot" M"Rszad,"

say I. "But how much? when? bhefore the lecture or af'ter? Way don't you tell us

bt

how many pages to resd?"  "Reezd," I respond with what patience can, "read - ycu
are adult or ahout to bescome so. This is the way reacing is done, not by home-
worik an¢ lesson plans." "But, professor --" the complulnt continues, except from

vhe intelligent, who grace the ides that scholarshin 1z one and indivisitle, nnt

scourges to be administered, thirty

e

striped today and forty touorrow.

The poet Keats has a famous phrase, "negative capubiliuvy." Under pressure of

mbing to & painless conformity, the studenty by virtue of negative

cepability, in scheol alter school, secure in the falth tnat he heos broken no lew,

violsot2d no csnon, bhecowmes in gus couree the slunnus and joins that most setonish -

ing of imerican inventions, the ex-ntudents ecssociztion. Is not the conformity of

o
S
o
—
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th from another in glory:; but chunge the colors on the hatobende or the dresses at

tre snnusl reunilons, ana you will not dnow the graoduates of one college from those

£ snother. The glumni secrelary, enlisted in the preservetion of intellectual

o

O

order, concerns himselfl and the long, lasst phase of

scholarship as contect apoears as a tug-of-war botween the faculty and its former
students, the one seeiking to hoocwinik the othiers inio believing that dear old Ylwesh

stands simultanecusly mity and individ

tualiem, hebit and orogregs, mass

production end lesdershin, daring =and co tomorrow and pro-

tection of translate into specific

'.,

terms the criticism which a Vehlen, a Flexwer, & Sutehins, a bonham, @nc others

can scademic Llile.

i"“

hava made of Amer:

5

How bresk this circlery bHere iLclosyncrasy wili net 2o, albelt the New York Sun-

recently reoorted a pecagogical movement for the encouragement of idio.

Yet to contradict for the scke of comtrsdicticn is not educative, to




differ merely for the sake of ¢ifference is duli. The student faced in his fresh-
man year with & demand to write an "original thewme" feels depressed by so unreason--
hars hie

able demznd. deoression. Two or three million young persons intent on

o
w
0

being originel would be a doleful performince. Fortunatsly both naiure and nurture
comz 10 our rescuc, sna nesbure and nurturs stiil divide ue dinto cuperior and cormon-
pilacea, persuns worth educsiing ond persons worth traluing. Contrary to sopular be-

lief, said Lorc Twesdsmulr, dullness is not a product of coucztion. Hduestion, he

explaing, mey refine, may polish native dullness, mul it cannot create whet ic

fet we hoave ooen treging for meny vears so to refins and

polish dullness that, intent on helping mediocrity over ihe stile, we cannot under-

are uhcomfortable in sciool, collegze, ov university.
Now, .I respect wullness. It is a healthy state of mind, body, and emotien.

Were it not for the wice diffusion of duilizos, cur newvsowpers could not perpetu-
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ally print the zame wmurderr, our rastio progrens nlghd run longer ther
utes, and the coliapse of linliywood woulu Toilow the collepse of interast in oy
wsets girl, boy loses girl, boy gets girl., ¥e have scriplural warrani for the

e yver: give me nelgher noverty nor riches, znd insofsy sg mecdlocrity anc dullrnese

are interchangesble, we have good sancilon for to

wirrant the hone that its hoppy osossessors may live novmal, active, hopeful lives

I have no cdegsire to cut off meciocrity. But ocur fallure is not ¢ fallure to

‘

3 £ s iy e 4
h education for the aversa

i¢ to insist that exceptional youth
shall conform to aversge educetion. Ve de not chorscterisiico lly sittenpt to enrich
superior minds, on the illogical grounds Lhat to do so would be to impoverlsh the

education of the msjority. This ieg much like arguing = v symphony orchnestra

L&}

on the assumotion that they are discouraging to

Here and there, of course, we have attemptec to breuk what Frank Aydelotte

The nonors cour

the tutorial system,
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once
individual sdvising, a zenlor thesirz, cectioning by ahility - hew feailisr, and

4

sound! I% ie only s Llitile chipoing aad patching. It is




gomething we do with our left hands. t is, for iunstance, considered honorable,

if out of # college faculiy ol seventy-five, two or three are detmiled to look

after exceptional upperclassmen. [t is = mark of merit if in the fourth year

some ten or itwelve percent of the gracusting cluss are permitted to go out for
honors, =as if it took thirty-six monthe to be cure thai supsrior stadenis are su-
perior. Meanwhile, of course, superior youth, bored by clsgsroom instruction
geliberately ailmed below thelr intellectusl lewel. [inds genuine merit cnd sn ex.

citing education in the school the class election, the dromatic club, the

sorority. But do we not, in fact, detect superior ability in the ¢zcondary
schools, and ig there any reason to suppuse that as our tests improve, our abil-
ity to zepurate the truly able from the mevely gowmd, -will net increase: Butl why,

if we can thus early separsitc the two, why lump superiority and mediocrity together

for three yeurs onliy to seporate them alter thie penitentizl period? Why net be.-

gin to nouriskh individual talent in yvear? Why not furnizh supericr
minds vith a total superier curriculum?

A11 tihis, nowsver, deals with the mode of scholarship. not ite nature, and I

tvrn in conclusion fo the thire sasect oi senc eiwvil indes--

am contont with Imersonts rage avont the scholur: man thingking. Tor
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man thinking - and it 1s only the awswerdness of the languige that leads me to

shrase "man or women" - foir man thinking, thr

elements nre necessary -
naztery, intecllect, courage. The greatsst of these is courape.

First, mastery. The young scholar like the puppy must try his

f

tiing. A wise teuscher will zec that he cemes to mo harm. Bub there comes o time
vhen someithing hezppens enalogous to religlous conversion, snd he sbandons his

puppy ways of hiting on everytiing, he finds that chemistry or literature, physics
or anthropeology 1s u world cenirsl o him, to which he also is central. What had

heen legsons cor

to be taske and bDecome lnsight. He rejscts and accepts, not
with the rendom motions of the c¢hild, but fLrom o profound inner compulsion. uhy

colloid chemistry? Why dees the carrying power of a stresm vary ac the eighth
WML & VA &



oower of its velocity? Why medical lnsurance:! VWhyv Eendngws)y and not Scott, Buriok

snd not Mcbhowe £%L Greco and not Siv Alms Taddems! When these cuestions troubls
the nmind, not as lessong but as philosophy, the young scholar beging to seek truth

Robert Frost remarxs, a poem beging in delight

&
A
(.
g
e
C
.
.
(=]
.
3
o0
5]

and ceages merely t

and ends in wisdom, scholarsiip beginsg in curlosity end ends in asgimilstion. The

course notes ery student sccumulate, but the scholar sseimilates where the

undergracuste merely recores.
Asgimilation, however, iz not enougn., I do not know how it is in the scierces

it in the arts I notice how gracuste slucents fell into two mnedusl groups - 2

one which reflects asnca thinks. Aszimilated

wnowledge may be pecoatryv. I once knew o mon who oemorized the nomes of all the

vresidents of «ll the Letln Americon republicz. But naming presidents 1o lixe
cross-word puzszles, an cccupation for one's idle hour; what matters is whether, by
studying the liveg of ihezg officials, one ceon discover why the Anglo-Saxon thecry
of congtitutional government does not succeed abroad. I will not listen to tns

:allow judgment that Tennyson never wrote a good poem, but I respect the student

b4 £

who weighs the excellence ond defects of Tennyson &
of T.S.Eliot. Hard though it is to say how one comel into yefiection

ig a Duanction of reilection upon anowledge. In g gense totally different from thet

Shakespeare aeant, ripeness ig all, which mesns thot not assimilation only, but
intellect is Hthe henrt of the schelar's mystery. It ia interesting to xnow thot
Bacon took brives, but iz more important to have srrived at some notion vwhy The Ac-
vancement of Learning helps expisin values in the sge of nuclesr fission. So in

every other field, nut what the thing is, thing is good for - here is

the considersilon that distinguishes the scholar from the pedunt.

Maustery, intellect, courage. By courage 1

=

1e capacity to announce and

defend considered truth when appropriste occmslon shall arise in the life of the

state. But the courage to speax up has

o : " o

stlon"has becoms: "Don't stick your neck out.™ A

9

ainst the excellence and def:zcts



10 -
thousand forces todey conspire sgzinst the statement of the unpsulsr. The press,
the radio, the screen, government itsel! seem to be in lesgue against the presenta-
tion of minority opinion. To declsra for peace, to iaror towsrd internziicnal

s o

o wider diffusicon of medical care

wnderstanding, to be counted for civil vig

or falr emoloyment practices or the arevcgntlve of alncrity groups has mesnt in

good and gentle friengs of mine thet thev have bhoer

government investigstors, denounced over the aiy, sans melirned in public prints.

Burcopeans coming here, Americsng who have beon abroad and return, are saddened ond

o

hevii ldered by the hysteris for conformitly which aveeps the 1lond. 3cholers who,

Gaeply concerned over the gradusl intrusion of the into education or by

the political secrecy which in our own comtry interferes with the free flow of
science - such men, if thev protest, protest ot their peril. In the present mood

of the nation Ssmmel Adans, Thomnp Jefferson, Tom Paine, Relph Wrldo Emerson,

Harriei Beecher Stowe, Henry Thoresu, Jane

)

to he members of some sort of "subversive!

zztion, on the ipse

N

DA

veanisient attorney general. Formerly we thought well of man - in fact, we

the republic upon his capeeity to thing for hinscelf, Now it ie fashioneble Lo ¢i=.-

trust him altogether, for man hag agaln become the "thinking m Pascal ac

unfortunately defined. The drive to conform, to be 2frsic, sweess all bhefore it
Y 9 ? 4 3

and we precint to o bewilocred worlc the astonishing o of the greatest

netion on earth feariul of it knows not what.

What is the

lot, I am persuaded, to practice a fugitive anc

cloistered virtue; but uneither it Lo be thet inecssant gppeal to t

of the szae names on a score of peti-

ticns aned protests. Yet there comes 2 time when the consclentious

announce his stand; sna when he

1

the courage of cne whe has sasd

it ie the duty - 2las! how coften

graduates, to ~ppl s protac

dean oné presi-
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dent and alumni znd governing bourde disag uttersnce. F
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or, indeed, if
we continue our downward cource, if we insist upen stifling the individual voice,
if we demuand a toisl and timid sequiescence Ly teschers and sludents in whatever
mood or political fushion the current government in Washinston oy the stote capital

'S

represents -~ how shall ve differ from those astates we went Lo war tc destroy? You

o

e VS 2o oy | B e e L Y o rJ
formel embleme of scholarship, vou, so far

v. L strictly charge with the duty of protecting for the rest of your lives

those lndependent volces from ithe collizges anu clscvhere, whose independence hag

been troditionally, and atill shoula b, the finest voice of America. and this I

venture to <o in the nune of th senolarchip whose robss you wear & wnose

diploma by the ¢

exony of this hour you scguire.

June 12, 1949
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