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(Connecticut College: May 27, 1995)
(About 2300 wds)

(Drak:entértainmen%—for—coﬁﬁEﬁEémEﬁf?=*knﬁ?rwork—in—p§;ngél\‘

Pv\ Ressell Bakew

IN A SENSIBLE WORLD I WOULD NOW CONGRATULATE THE CLASS OF
1995 AND SIT DOWN WITHOUT FURTHER COMMENT.

I AM SURE THE CLASS OF 1995 WISHES I WOULD DO SO.

UNFORTUNATELY FOR THE CLASS OF 1995 WE DO NOT LIVE IN A
SENSIBLE WORLD.

WE LIVE IN A WORLD FAR MORE SLAVISH IN ITS OBEDIENCE TO
ANCIENT CUSTOM THAN WE LIKE TO ADMIT.

AND ANCIENT COMMENCEMENT-DAY CUSTOM DEMANDS THAT SOMEBODY
STAND UP HERE AND HARANGUE THE POOR GRADUATES UNTIL THEY BEG FOR
MERCY.

THE ANCIENT RULE HAS BEEN; MAKE THEM SUFFER.

I STILIL REMEMBER THE AGONY OF MY OWN GRADUATION AT JOHNS
HOPKINS UNIVERSITY.

THEY HAD IMPORTED SOME HEAT FROM THE SAHARA DESERT
ESPECIALLY FOR THE OCCASION, AND THE COMMENCEMENT ORATOR SPOKE
FOR TWO AND A HALF DAYS.

THAT WAS IN 1947.

LUCKILY, THE FORCES OF MERCY HAVE MADE BIG GAINS SINCE THEN.
THE AUTHORITIES OF CONNECTICUT COLLEGE HAYE SUGGESTED THAT FOR ME
TO SPEAK LONGER THAN 20 MINUTES WOULD NOT BE REGARDED AS CRUEL
AND INHUMAN PUNISHMENT --

—-— AND THAT IF I GO AS LONG AS 30 MINUTES SEVERAL STRONG MEN

WILL MOUNT THIS PLATFORM AND FORCIBLY REMOVE ME.



—— BUT -- THAT IF I CAN FINISH IN 15 MINUTES -- 15 MINUTES !

WAL —
== IIHE Y -5 LET ME STAY FOR LUNCH.

~
THEY KNOW THEIR MAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMAN. WHEN I SMELL A

FREE LUNCH N——NEreHporWeoD, I GO FOR IT.

SO IF I CAN DO THIS RIGHT, YOU’LL SEE THE BACK OF ME BEFORE

WE GET TO MINUTE SIXTEEN.

THIS WILL NOT BE EASY. CONDENSING A GRADUATION SPEECH INTO
FIFTEEN MINUTES IS LIKE TRYING TO SQUEEZE A WAGNERIAN OPERA INTO
A TELEPHONE BOOTH.

TO DO IT I HAVE HAD TO STRIP AWAY ALL THE FRILLS. THIS MEANS
YOU DON’T EVEN GET ANY WARM-UP JOKES.

SO THOSE OF YOU WHO CAME JUST FOR THE JOKES MIGHT AS WELL
LEAVE NOW.

ALL RIGHT -- LET’S PLUNGE RIGHT AHEAD INTO THE DULL PART.
THAT’S THE PART WHERE THE COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER TELLS THE
GRADUATES TO GO FORTH INTO THE WORLD -- THEN GIVES ADVICE ON WHAT
»TO DO WHEN THEY GET OUT THERE. :

THIS IS A RIDICULOUS WASTE OF TIME. THE GRADUATES NEVER TAKE

THE ADVICE -- AS I HAVE LEARNED FROM LONG EXPERIENCE.
RE&T :
THE oNEY—Ses3NDd ADVICE I CAN GIVE ANYBODY ABOUT GOING OUT

INTO THE WORLD IS THIS:
DON’T DO IT.
I HAVE BEEN OUT THERE.
IT IS A MESS.
I HAVE BEEN GIVING GRADUATES THIS ADVICE EVER SINCE 1967

WHEN I SPOKE TO BATCH OF THEM OVER AT BENNINGTON.



THAT WAS 28 YEARS AGO. SOME OF YOUR PARENTS WERE PROBABLY
GRADUATING THERE THAT DAY AND WENT ON TO IGNORE MY ADVICE.
THANKS TO THE GENIUS OF MY GENERATION, I TOLD THEM, IT WAS A

PRETTY GOOD WORLD OUT THERE --

—— AND CHANCES WERE, THEY—WERE—JUST-COINC—TO—MESS—FFUP IF
THEY WENT FORTH INTO IT THEY Wweuld MESS (T (72 ik

SO I URGED THEM NOT TO GO.

SOV TIN G- DowA 4 @an RIABE]

I MIGHT AS WELL HAVE BEEN By

THEY DIDN’T LISTEN. THEY WENT FORTH ANYHOW.

AND LOOK WHAT HAPPENED. WITHIN A YEAR MARTIN LUTHER KING AND

TeoK US M
ROBERT KENNEDY WERE MURDERED. THEN NIXO }-&ﬁ AT THE WATERGATE.

DRAFT RIOTS. DEFEAT IN VIETNAM. JOHN LENNON KILLED. RONALD REAGAN

tHig
AND 3§§\TRILLION—DOLLAR DEEICILT .

OVER THE YEARS I HE&&E SPOKEETEO MANY GRADUATING CLASSES,
ALWAYS PLEADING WITH THEM: WHATEVER YOU DO, DO NOT GO FORTH.
NOBODY LISTENED. THEY KEPT RIGHT ON GOING FORTH ANYHOW. AND

LOOK WHAT WE HAVE TODAY: NEWT GINGRICH AND BILL CLINTON.
: P e
SO TeBayY I ﬁTEL§WASTE ANY BREAT%XFEEADING WITH YOU NOT TO GO

ForRTH
SHE_THERF .

L :
INSTEAD I t=R6ENG=3&® LIMIT MYSELF TO A SIMPLE PLEA:
AN _THE woelD
WHEN YOU GET OUT THERT‘:’/{TRY NOT TO MAKE IT ANY WORSE THAN IT

ALREADY IS.
_ 1o Ve

I THOUGHT IT MIGHT HELP=§F=§=GA%Q/§6U A LIST oF THE HUNDRED

MOST IMPORTANT THINGS YOU CAN DO

AVOID MAKING THE WORLD ANY WORS%igﬁkﬁZiﬂzﬁtﬁﬁﬁg¥—§Sn

SINCE I’M SHOOTING FOR 15 MINUTES, HOWEVER, THERE IS NO TIME




TO GIVE YOU Tﬁéﬁ;é;&/;ﬁNDRED. YOU WILL HAVE TO MAKE DO WITH TEN.
SHORT AS THE PUBLIC ATTENTION SPAN IS THESE DAYS, NOBODY
COULD REMEMBER ALL HUNDRED ANYHOW. EVEN TEN MAY BE ASKING TOO
MUCH.
YOU REMEMBER THE OLD JOKE ABOUT HOW TELEVISION NEWS WOULD
HAVE REPORTED THE STORY OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS:

'\
"GOD TODAY ISSUED TEN COMMANDMENTS, %HFE—=F&£Ré% THREE OF WHICH

ARE ---"
HELP )/au 7‘Ho 1>

HERE IS MY LIST: TEN THINGS TO D&
#ﬁNW‘&LﬂEFN{IS!

MAKING THE WORLD WORSé\k

ONE, BEND DOWN ONCE IN A WHILE AND SMELL A FLOWER.

TWO, DON’T GO AROUND IN CLOTHES THAT TALK. THERE IS ALREADY
TOO MUCH TALK IN THE WORLD.

WE’/VE GOT SO MANY TALKING PEOPLE THERE’S HARDLY ANYBODY LEFT
TO LISTEN.

WITH RADIO AND TELEVISION AND TELEPHONES WE’VE GOT TALKING
FURNITURE.

WITH BUMPER STICKERS WE’VE GOT TALKING CARS.

TALKING CLOTHES JUST ADD TO THE UPROAR.
SIM PLY CANNOT RESIST

IF Yaa\EUS%-GAN;E—HE?{’EETNG AN INCOMPETENT KLUTZ, DON’T

BOAST ABOUT IT BY WEARING A TEE SHIRT THAT SAYS "UNDERACHIEVER

AND PROUD OF IT."

BEING DUMB IS NOT THE WORST THING IN THE WORLD, BUT LETTING
ouT tLouD DEPQsts NfE NEGHROR S AN 3

YOUR CLOTHES SHOUT IT -
E M BAALSSES
HOMTREARENGEO YOUR;é;;R PARENTS.

POINT THREE FOLLOWS FROM POINT TWO, AND IT’S THIS:



LISTEN ONCE IN A WHILE. IT’S AMAZING WHAT YOU CAN HEAR:
Mmel
ON A HOTIDAY IN THE COUNTRY YOU CAN HEAR THE CORN GROWING.. .
——— THE CRACK OF A TIN ROOF BUCKLING UNDER THE POWER OF THE
SUN.
IN A REAL OLD-FASHIONED PARLOR SILENCE SO DEEP YOU CAN HEAR

THE DUST SETTLING ON THE VELVETEEN SETTEE, YOU MIGHT HEAR THE
seNETHIN—

FOOTSTEPS OF Seﬁgﬁﬁ%grgiNISTER GAINING ON YOU ---

-- OR A HEART-STOPPINGLY BEAUTIFUL PHRASE FROM MOZART YOU
HAVEN’T HEARD SINCE CHILDHOOD ---

——— OR THE VOICE OF SOMEBODY -- NOW GONE -- WHOM YOU LOVED.

OR SOMETIME WHEN YOU’RE TALKING UP A STORM SO BRILLIANT, SO

CHARMING THAT YOU CAN HARDLY BELIEVE HOW WONDERFUL YOU ARE --

-- PAUSE JUST A MOMENT AND LISTEN TO YOURSELF

—— IT’S GOOD FOR THE SOUL TO HEAR YOURSELF AS OTHERS HEAR
YOU, AND NEXT TIME MAYBE, JUST MAYBE, YOU WILL NOT TALK SO MUCH,
SO LOUDLY, SO BRILLIANTLY, SO CHARMINGLY, SO UTTERLY SHAMEFULLY
FOOLISHLY .

POINT FOUR, SLEEP IN THE NUDE.

IN AN AGE WHEN PEOPLE DON’T EVEN GET DRESSED TO GO TO THE
THEATER ANYMORE, IT’/S SILLY GETTING DRESSING UP TO GO TO BED.

NOLONGL R

WHAT’S MORE, NOW THAT YOU CWE DRINK GIN OR EAT
BACON AND EGGS ;§§;§§E WITHOUT SOMEBODY TRYING TO MAKE YOU FEEL
ASHAMED OF YOURSELF, SLEEPING IN THE NUDE IS ONE DELICIOUSLY :
SINFUL PLEASURE YOU CAN COMMIT WITHOUT BEING CAUGHT BY THE

PURITAN POLICE SQUADS THAéf:g/PATROL THE NATION.

POINT FIVE: TURN OFF THE TV ONCE OR TWICE A MONTH AND PICK



UP A BOOK.

IT WILL EASE YOUR BLOOD PRESSURE. IT MIGHT EVEN WAKE UP YOUR
MIND, BUT IF IT PUTS YOU TO SLLEEP YOU’RE STILL A WINNER.

BETTER TO SLEEP THAN HAVE TO WATCH THAT ENDLESS PARADE OF
BODY BAGS THE LOCAI NEWS CHANNEL MARCHES THROUGH YOUR PARLOR.

SIX, DON’T TAKE YOUR GUN TO TOWN.

DON’T EVEN LEAVE IT HOME UNLESS YOU LOCK ALL YOUR BULLETS IN

0 A FARAWAY
A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX -BoWtTemseamrsr—riir; BANK.

THE SUREST WAY TO GET SHOT, CONTRARY TO POPULAR IMPRESSION,
IS NOT TO DROP BY THE NEAREST CONVENIENCE STORE FOR A BOTTLE OF
MILK AT MIDNIGHT.

BUT TO KEEP A LOADED PISTOL IN YOUR OWN HOUSE.

ALL RIGHT, SOMEBODY WILL SAY THE CONSTITUTION GIVES YOU THE
RIGHT TO KEEP A LOADED GUN IN THE HOUSE.

vUR > Yoy de i

WHAT ABOUT & CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS, HEtH—SA-

I WOULD SIMPLY POINT OUT THAT YOU DON’T HAVE TO EXERCISE A
CONSTITUTIONAIL RIGHT JUST BECAUSE YOU HAVE IT.

YOU E;;;_HAVE THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO RUN FOR PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES, BUT MOST PEOPLE HAVE TOO MUCH SENSE TO
INSIST ON EXERCISING IT. ‘

SEVEN, LEARN TO FEAR THE AUTOMOBILE. IT IS NOT THE TRILLION-
DOLLAR DEFICIT THAT WILL FINALLY DESTROY AMERICA. IT IS THE
AUTOMOBILE.

CONGRESSIONAIL STUDIES OF FUTURE HIGHWAY NEEDS ARE

TERRIFYING. A TYPICAL PROJECTION SHOWS THAT WHEN YOUR GENERATION

IS MIDDLE-AGED, INTERSTATE 95 BETWEEN MIAMI AND FORT LAUDERDALE



ToTHAL
WILL HAVE TO BE 22 LANES WIDE TO AVERT ﬂ{fﬁxRALYSIS OF SOUTH

FLORIDA.

IMAGINE AN ENTIRE COUNTRY COVERED WITH ASPHALT. MY
GRANDFATHER’S GENERATION SHOT HORSES. YOURS HAD BETTER LEARN TO
SHOOT AUTOMOBILES.

EIGHT, HAVE SOME CHILDREN. CHILDREN ADD TEXTURE TO YOUR
LIFE. THEY WILL SAVE YOU FROM TURNING INTO OLD FOGEYS BEFORE
YOU’RE MIDDLE-AGED. THEY WILL TEACH YOU HUMILITY.

WHEN OLD AGE OVERTAKES YOU, AS IT INEVITABLY WILL I’M SORRY
TO SAY, HAVING A FEW CHILDREN WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH SOME PEOPLE
WHO WILL FEEL GUILTY.WHEN THEY’RE ACCUSED OF BEING UNGRATEFUL FOR
ALL YOU’VE DONE FOR THEM.

IT’S AILMOST IMPOSSIBLE NOWADAYS TO FIND ANYBODY WHO WILL
FEEL GUILTY ABOUT ANYTHING, INCLUDING MASS MURDER. WHEN YOU REACH
THE GOLDEN YEARS, YOUR BEST BET IS CHILDREN, THE INGRATES.

NINE, GET MARRIED.

I KNOW YOU DON’T WANT TO HEAR THIS, BUT GETTING MARRIED WILL
GIVE YOU A LOT MORE SATISFACTION IN THE LONG RUN THAN YOUR BMW.

IT PROVIDES A STANDARD SET OF PARENTS FOR YOUR CHILDREN AND
GIVES YOU THAT SECOND INCOME YOU WiLL NEED WHEN IT’S TIME TO SEND
THOSE CHILDREN TO CONNECTICUT COLLEGE.

WHAT’S MORE, WITHOUT MARRIAGE YOU WILL HAVE PRACTICALLY NO
MATERIAL_AT ALL TO WORK WITH WHEN YOU DECIDE TO WRITE A BOOK OR
HIRE A PSYCHIATRIST.

WHEN YOU GET MARRIED, WHATEVER YOU DO, DO NOT ASK A LAWYER

TO DRAW UP A MARRIAGE CONTRACT SPELLING OUT HOW YOUR LIVES WILL



BE DIVVIED UP WHEN YOU GET DIVORCED.

IT’S HARD ENOUGH MAKING A MARRIAGE WORK WITHOUT HAVING A
BLUEPRINT FOR ITS DESTRUCTION DRAWN UP BEFORE YOU GO TO THE
ALTAR.

SPEAKING OF LAWYERS BRINGS ME TO POINT NINE AND A HALF,
WHICH IS:

AVOID LAWYERS UNLESS YOU HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH THE REST OF
YOUR LIFE BUT KILL TIME.

AND FINALLY, POINT TEN: SMILE.

YOU’RE ONE OF THE LUCKIEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD.

YOU’/RE LIVING IN AMERICA.

ENJOY IT.

I FEEL OBLIGED TO GIVE YOU THIS BANAL ADVICE BECAUSE --

-— THOUGH I'VE LIVED THROUGH THE GREAT DEPRESSION --

-- WORLD WAR TWO --

-— TERRIBLE WARS IN KOREA AND VIETNAM --

-— AND HALF A CENTURY OF COLD WAR --

I HAVE NEVER SEEN A TIME WHEN THERE WERE SO MANY AMERICANS
SO ANGRY -- OR SO MEAN-SPIRITED -- QR SO SOUR ABOUT THE COUNTRY

-- AS THERE ARE TODAY. -

ANGER HAS BECOME THE NATIONAL HABIT.

YOU SEE IT ON THE SULLEN FACES OF FASHION MODELS SCOWLING
OUT OF MAGAZINES.

IT POURS OUT OF THE RADIO.

WASHINGTON TELEVISION HAMS SNARL AND SHOUT AT EACH OTHER ON

TELEVISION.



ORDINARY PEOPLE ABUSE POLITICIANS AND THEIR WIVES WITH
SHOCKINGLY COARSE INSULTS.

RUDENESS HAS BECOME AN ACCEPTABLE WAY OF ANNOUNCING YOU ARE
SICK AND TIRED OF IT ALL AND ARE NOT GOING TO TégE IT ANYMORE.

VILE SPEEEﬁiéhUSTIFIED ON THE SAME GROUﬁ%}FIS INESCAPABLE.

AMERICA IS ANGRY AT WASHINGTON, ANGRY AT THE PRESS, ANGRY AT
IMMIGRANTS, ANGRY AT TELEVISION --

—-— ANGRY AT TRAFFIC, ANGRY AT PEOPLE WHO ARE WELL OFF AND
ANGRY AT PEOPLE WHO ARE POOR -- ANGRY AT BLACKS, AND ANGRY AT
WHITES.

THE OLD ARE ANGRY AT THE YOUNG, THE YOUNG ANGRY AT THE OLD.
SUBURBS ARE ANGRY AT THE CITIES, CITIES ARE ANGRY AT THE SUBURBS.

RUSTIC AMERICA IS ANGRY AT BOTH WHENEVER URBAN AND SUBURBAN
INVADERS THREATEN THE RUSTIC SENSE OF HAVING ESCAPED FROM GOD’S
ANGRY LAND.

A COMPLETE CATALOG OF THE VARIETIES OF BILE POISONING THE
AMERICAN SOUL WOULD FILL A LIBRARY. THE QUESTION IS: WHY?

WHY HAS ANGER BECOME THE COMMON RESPONSE TO THE INEVITABLE
UPS AND DOWNS OF NATIONAL - LIFE? .

THE QUESTION IS BAFFLING NOT JUST BECAUSE THE AMERICAN HABIT
EVEN IN THE WORST OF TIMES HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN MINDLESS
OPTIMISM --

-- BUT ALSO BECAUSE THERE IS SO LITTLE FOR AMERICANS TO BE

ANGRY ABOUT NOWADAYS.
oN &
WE ARE THE PLANET’S ©%&¥ UNDISPUTED SUPER POWER.

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN 60 YEARS WE ENJOY SOMETHING VERY MUCH



LIKE REAL PEACE ...

WE ARE BY ALL ODDS THE WEALTHIEST NATION ON EARTH, THOUGH
ADMITTEDLY OUR VAST TREASURE IS NOT EVENLY SHARED ...

FORGIVE ME THE GEEZER’S SIN OF TALKING ABOUT "THE BAD OLD
DAYS," BUT THE COUNTRY IS STILL FULL OF PEOPLE WHO REMEMBER WHEN
35 DOLLARS A WEEK WAS CONSIDERED A LIVING WAGE FOR A WHOLE

PNILE 0 A ol b reitoged — Yo

—= IN THE 1950S -- THE TOP INCOME-TAX

RATE WAS 91 PERCENT...

—=—=-= UNIVERSAL MILITARY SERVICE WAS THE LAW OF THE LAND --

—— AND RACIAL SEGREGATION WAS LEGALLY ENFORCED IN LARGE
PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.

SO WHAT EXPLAINS THE FURY AND DYSPEPSIA? I SUSPECT IT’S THE
FAMOUS AMERICAN IGNORANCE OF HISTORY.

PEOPLE WHO KNOW NOTHING OF EVEN THE MOST RECENT PAST ARE
EASILY GULLED BY SLICK OPERATORS WHchggzlgngXPLOITING THE
IGNORANT.

AMONG THESE RASCALS ARE OUR POLITICIANS. POLITICIANS
FLOURISH BY SOWING DISCONTEN8> TRIUMPH BY CHURNING DISCONTENT
INTO ANGER.

PRESS, TELEVISION AND RADIO ALSO HAVE A BIG FINANCIAL STAKE
IN KEEPING THE COUNTRY BOILING MAD.

_.GOOD NEWS, AS YOU KNOW, DOES NOT SELL PAPERS OR KEEP
ﬁiLLIONS GLUED TO RADIOS AND TV SCREENS.

SO WHEN YOU GET OUT THERE IN THE WORLD, LADIES AND

GENTLEMEN, YOU’RE GOING TO FIND YOURSELF SURROUNDED BY SHOUTING,

26



RED-IN-THE-FACE, STOMPING-MAD POLITICIANS, RADIO YAKMEISTERS AND,
YES, SAD TO SAY, NEWSPAPER COLUMNISTS ---

-—-— TELLING YOU "YOU NEVER HAD IT SO BADY" --

—— AND OTHERWISE TRYING TO SPOIL YOUR DAY.

WHEN THEY COME AT YOU WITH THAT LINE, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

GIVE THEM A WINK AND A SMILE AND A GOOD VIEW OF YOUR DEPARTING

BACK ---

(ChEcl +ime

AND AS YOU STRO:§ AWAY, BEND DOWN TO SMELL A FLOWER.
=%
NOW IT SEEMS I

VE RUN PAST THE 15-MINUTE LIMIT AND.WILL
HAVE TO BUY MY OWN LUNCH. THAT’S LIFE, CLASS OF 1995. NO FREE

LUNCH.

MY SERMON IS DONE.

11
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