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What will we be covering today?

● What is Open Access?
● What are some different funding models of Open Access?
● University of CA System vs. Elsevier
● What Open Access looks like @ UMD
● Practical Examples

Rebecca



What is Open Access (OA)?

SPARC definition
● Free
● Immediate
● Online
● Research articles
● Rights

Rebecca

https://sparcopen.org/open-access/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-types-examples/


Is all content that’s freely available online
considered Open Access?

Photo Credit: William Warby,Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Photo Credit: Josh More, Creative Commons 

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.0

Rebecca:
No! The definition of OA may be more expansive than fair use. 
Also, this pertains to scholarly materials; we’re not talking about social media, blogs, 
other types of non-scholarly internet content.
(Image on left is a terrapin, image on right is a tortoise; they’re not the same animal, 
although they may share some characteristics.)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wwarby/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode
https://www.flickr.com/photos/guppiecat/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/legalcode


But… it isn’t free to publish this content, right?

Image credit: Jeffrey Shellan
Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 License

Rebecca
RIGHT! Open Access is “Free Like a Puppy.” 
It is not free! There’s just a difference in who pays for the content, and when. We’ll talk 
about different payment models for different types of Open Access...

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jbshellan/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode


Gold OA
(Often) the “Author Pays” Model

Claralyn

Content is free and available.

In traditional scholarly publishing world, the author writes the material, grants access 
to the publisher to use the material, the publisher publishes, and people can access 
the material for a price. But, if we’re trying to have free access, how does the 
publisher make money in an OA model?

To cover the cost, often - but not always - authors (i.e., their institutions often times or 
the granting agency) pay those fees. (Article Processing Charge = APC)

Food and Energy Security: “All articles published in Food and Energy Security…”
Archives Animal Breeding: “...is an open-access journal publishing original 
research…”



Green OA
Pre-prints and non-commercial versions of the 

articles are freely available.

Claralyn

Publisher of a subscription journal allows the author to keep the 
non-commercial rights to his/her article (the pre-print, the last draft, etc. i.e. not 
the official version) so it can be posted in open internet archives, which is 
typically at an institutional or subject repository. This encourages 
self-archiving.

Preprints hosted in institutional repositories or subject repositories such as ArXiv.

JScholarship at Johns Hopkins is like our DRUM (which we will discuss in a bit).



Hybrid OA

● Embargoed OA or 

● One or more articles are OA out of 

the whole subscription

Claralyn

Embargoed Open Access = titles available after a certain time period. Example: 
RSNA (“...content is publically available after 12 months.”)

One or more articles in a subscription journal may be open to anyone on the 
internet even though all the rest of the content is available only to people and 
institutions with paid subscriptions. These journals often offer their authors a 
choice of paying the fee to make their article freely accessible or leaving it 
behind the subscription barrier.
(It’s really hard for us to show this model in the KB)

Example: AAPS Journals (on the side it says how many titles are OA — 148 
titles)

Some articles are author pays, some are subscription (at the time of 
subscription)

Source: https://sites.allegheny.edu/scholarlycommunication/acoapolicy/oatypes/

https://sites.allegheny.edu/scholarlycommunication/acoapolicy/oatypes/


Membership Model, e.g., SCOAP3

● Libraries join SCOAP3 consortium
● Instead of paying subscription fees to publishers, the value of our historical 

subscriptions is converted to a membership fee for the consortium.
● The consortium corrals the membership fees and pays the publishers.
● Content for affected titles is published immediately Open Access.

Rebecca

SCOAP3

https://scoap3.org/


Now your turn!

Can you identify which type of OA 
each journal is?



Gold OA?

Green OA?

Hybrid OA?

Membership Model?

https://behavioralandbrainfunctions.biomedcentral.com/a
bout

https://link.springer.com/journal/10994

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/nuclear-physics-b 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK493127/

https://repository.usfca.edu/jcostudies/about.html

https://arxiv.org/ 

Options: Gold, Green, Hybrid, Membership

https://behavioralandbrainfunctions.biomedcentral.com/about Gold OA / Membership

https://link.springer.com/journal/10994 Hybrid (78 OA Articles)

https://repository.usfca.edu/jcostudies/about.html Gold OA; no publication fee (APCs) 
for authors, see https://repository.usfca.edu/jcostudies/policies.html 

https://www.elsevier.com/journals/nuclear-physics-b/0550-3213/open-access-journal 
SCOAP3 title

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK493127/ Hybrid (only Ch11 of this eBook is 
available online per the OA policy.) This was an actual ticket and demonstrates how 
confusing/frustrating it can be for students to see there’s access but not get full 
access.

https://arxiv.org/ - this repository is hosted by Cornell University; there is an optional 
institutional membership. (It’s also an example of how scholars can self-archive 
(Green OA) in a subject repository.)

https://behavioralandbrainfunctions.biomedcentral.com/about
https://behavioralandbrainfunctions.biomedcentral.com/about
https://link.springer.com/journal/10994
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/nuclear-physics-b
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK493127/
https://repository.usfca.edu/jcostudies/about.html
https://arxiv.org/
https://behavioralandbrainfunctions.biomedcentral.com/about
https://link.springer.com/journal/10994
https://repository.usfca.edu/jcostudies/about.html
https://repository.usfca.edu/jcostudies/policies.html
https://www.elsevier.com/journals/nuclear-physics-b/0550-3213/open-access-journal
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK493127/
https://arxiv.org/


What is all the fuss about the 
University of California System 
versus 
Elsevier?

Rebecca



University of California v. Elsevier

● UC System wanted to pay for a “Read and Publish” agreement
○ Single fee
○ Read all Elsevier content
○ Faculty could publish Open Access in any Elsevier 

publication
● Elsevier did not agree to the proposed pricing and terms
● UC System canceled all Elsevier subscriptions

Rebecca



University of California v. Elsevier (continued)

● Libraries are trying to do this kind of “Read and Publish” deal with 
other publishers, and some have been successful, such as
○ MIT and Royal Society of Chemistry, 
○ UC System and Cambridge University Press
○ Iowa State and De Gruyter

● European countries are trying to do this, as well.
● Open Access 2020 initiative - see 136 participating institutions 

across about 40 countries

Rebecca
OA2020: the supporters “pledge to systematically convert resources currently 
spent on journal subscriptions into funds to support sustainable, transparent, 
Open Access business models.”
If we actually do get there, it will change the nature of libraries’ relationships 
with publishers and scholars... will libraries continue to fund publication? Will 
granting agencies? Parent institutions? All of the above?
Plus- in the shorter term, what will we do @ UMD with our Big Deals re: Read 
& Publish? Is this something that we want to commit to?

https://oa2020.org/
https://oa2020.org/mission/#eois


Are we promoting OA at UMD?

Ben & Claralyn



DRUM

● https://drum.lib.umd.edu/

● Repository for electronic theses and 

dissertations, unpublished research, 

and published faculty research

● Green OA

● Why use DRUM?
○ Discovery and access
○ Preservation
○ Data management
○ Copyright

Ben

One way the libraries promotes open access materials is through DRUM, the digital 
repository at the University of Maryland which “collects, preserves, and provides 
public access to the scholarly output of the university.” DRUM enables researchers to 
self-archive, so this is an example of green OA.  This includes electronic theses and 
dissertations by students; unpublished research such as conference papers, white 
papers, technical reports, or undergraduate research; and faculty research such as 
monographs, chapters, articles which faculty can deposit for preservation and 
promoting discovery but this depends on agreements with publishers.

Why would researchers deposit their work in DRUM? DRUM makes their work more 
visible and accessible. Works in DRUM are indexed in Google and Google Scholar, 
so users can find and access those materials from there. DRUM also assigns 
submissions a DOI, so works and DRUM can be cited and accessed via the DOI. 
DRUM also performs preservation activities such as integrity tests and format 
migrations. Researchers can deposit data, code, and documentation, so DRUM can 
be used by researchers to satisfy fund agency requirements for a data management 
plan. Finally, when a researcher submits something to DRUM, they retain the 
copyright, so the work can be used later as a publication.



Digital Scholarship and Publishing

● Open Journal Systems (OJS)

● Museum of Science Fiction (MOSF) 

Journal of Science Fiction
○ publish.lib.umd.edu/scifi

● www.lib.umd.edu/publish

Ben

The libraries also publish open access materials using Open Journal Systems (OJS) 
open-source software. OJS enables libraries to manage the publishing workflow and 
make open access journals available online. UMD Libraries Digital Scholarship and 
Publishing currently publishes one journal, the Museum of Science Fiction Journal of 
Science Fiction

https://publish.lib.umd.edu/scifi
http://www.lib.umd.edu/publish


Berlin Declaration

● The author/institution offers free 
access to the work

● The work will be available 
electronically and stored in a 
digital repository

https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration

Claralyn

Written in 2003. International declaration in support of Open Access. Acknowledges 
the impact of the Internet on the world and its potential to provide free information. 

States that OA contributions must follow these 2 conditions:
1) The author/institution offers free, irrevocable, world-wide access to the work
2) The work will be available electronically and stored in a digital repository for 

long-term archiving and access

UMD signed the Berlin Declaration on February 22, 2013.

635 international institutions have signed in total. The latest signature was this past 
March from an institute in Germany.

https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration

https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration


Open Access Publishing Fund

● This helps authors pay fees to publish in OA 
journals

○ Only 50% of the article is funded
○ One funded article per author per year

● https://www.lib.umd.edu/oa/openaccessfund

Claralyn

UMD has an Open Access Publishing Fund. (available at the website — check it out!)

Remember with the various models types: Gold OA has authors/institutions pay the 
fees. UMD can help authors pay these! 

Some caveats:
● Only 50% of the article is funded
● One funded article per author per year
● This is for research produced at UMD.
● It’s not for Hybrid journals — The goal is to support the OA initiative.

https://www.lib.umd.edu/oa/openaccessfund


In Practice: 
OA Collections in the KB

● 400+ OA collections in the KB

● Represent a variety of open access 

platforms
○ HathiTrust
○ Directory of Open Access Books
○ Directory of Open Access Journals
○ Publishers too

● UMD contributes and maintains 

open access collections to the global 

KB.

Ben

The KB offers over 400 collections with open access content. Many of these 
collections you may be familiar with, such as collections for titles in HathiTrust, or the 
Directory of Open Access Books and the Directory of Open Access Journals. There 
are also many collections for open access content for publisher platforms such as 
SpringerNature, Project Muse, JSTOR, and others. UMD contributes a lot of open 
access collections to the KB as well. Some of these are for publications from 
Maryland, including a collection for the Libraries’ Digital Scholarship and Publishing 
which we talked about before and a collection for the Romantic Circles Praxis series, 
an open access online publication. I have worked on creating collections for open 
access collections published by the Big Ten. For example, the Ohio State University 
Press makes its monographs open access after a 5 year embargo. The libraries also 
contributes edits and new titles to existing collections.



In Practice: 
OA Note in DB Finder

Claralyn

To help show UMD’s support of OA, we’ve been adding an OA icon (open lock). 
In this snapshot, you can see “restricted access” (with the lock) and Open 

Access (the open lock)

Kebe and I have gone through every title in the DB Finder to properly label them.
*Note: this is not for freely available resources. This symbol only get assigns 

when subject librarians specifically ask for it. And it’s only for OA journals. This is why 
that OA link is added to the description. It’s our small way of promoting and 
highlighting OA journals/resources.



What we covered today:

● What is Open Access?
● What are some different funding models of Open Access?
● University of CA System vs. Elsevier
● What Open Access looks like @ UMD
● Practical Examples

Rebecca



Questions?

Image Credit: Jonathan Kriz, 
Creative Commons Attribution 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/27587002@N07/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode

