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CHURCH 



Our Fath er , 

Bless th ese words, we pray , 

To the h onor and glory of Thy Name , 

And to th e salvation of the souls of men. 

In Jesus ' Name. 

Amen. 



XUqe ,nhennmirmtinnnl <!Iqurrq 

All responsible people should be interested 
in a study of the church. In such a study 
it will be quickly discerned that the chu rch 
set forth in the New Covenant is not a 
denomination. 

An unprejudiced investigation of New 
Testament teaching concerning the church 
will remove from our minds doubts and fears 
which otherwise we might entertain. It 
will destroy the misleading concepts that 
men have sought to continually press upon 
us. It will enlighten and lead us along the 
road of salvation in which each of us is most 
surely interested. It will provide a stimulus 
toward greater understanding and apprecia­
tion of that which the impartial God of 
heaven has done for us. Therefore, we bid 
you to conside r thoughtfully, earnestly, care ­
fully this effort to present the undenomina­
tional church of our Lord. 

Today, there is a long, dark shadow across 
the face of our land . The shadow is cast by 
fear. There is fear of atomic war. Th ere 
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is fear of communism. There is fear of 
violent uprisings and uncontrolled demon­
strations that disrupt the peace and tran­
quility of quiet neighborhoods. Yet, these 
fears, as pungent as they may be, and as 
close to the hearts of the American people 
as they are, are not comparable to the ra­
tional fear that should strike across the 
hearts of men and women who have em­
braced that which is unauthorized in the 
word of God. Many are the people who are 
giving themselves in dedicated service to 
that which the Bible in no wise counsels, 
provides, or authorizes. We urge each per­
son who is willing to study the engrossing 
subject now before us to keep in mind that 
"the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom (Psalm 111:10). 

Not Founded by Men 

When we speak of the undenominational 
church of the Bible, we are speaking of that 
glorious institution that WAS NOT-AND 
DOES NOT CLAIM TO HAVE BEEN 
FOUNDED BY MEN. We are speaking 
of that sacred and divine institution that 
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was built by Jesus Christ, of which institu­
tion Jesus said, "The gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it." When we speak of the 
undenomination al church of the Bible, we 
do not speak of some institution th at has 
been erected in honor of a great religious 
reformer, but we speak of th at glorious body 
of people for which our Savior died. We 
would not take away any of the credit that 
belongs to those men who, centuries ago 
though bound by the shackles of the apos­
tasy, endeavored to reform the existing re­
ligions of their day. We do not take from 
them any honor of which they are due . But, 
at the same time, we must not take from 
the Christ the honor that is due Him. When 
Jesus forcefully announced to His disciples, 
"Upon this rock, I will build my church 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it," once and for all He set forth the fact 
that no other way would be provided by the 
living God than the way that He an­
nounced on that occasion. "I will build 
my church . . ." the undenominational 
church, the church of the Bible, the church 
set forth in the Bible, is the church that was 
built by Christ. 
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No Hu,man Head 

Secondly, when we talk about the unde­
nomin at ional church, we are not talking 
abo ut some religious inst itution that recog­
nizes hum an heads. \i\Thenev er a religious 
institution reco gnizes hum an heads then that 
institu tion by such action openly admits that 
it is not the church found upon the pages 
of the New Testament. \i\Then the New 
Test ame nt revea ls in th e words of Christ 
Himself, "All a uthority hat h been given unto 
me both in heave n and in earth," it removes 
any idea that Jesus Christ would ever set 
up a human head to rul e and reign over th e 
church for which He died. Jesus Christ is 
now reigning over His dominion and headin g 
that blood-bought institution which the New 
Testament sets forth as "the church." The 
church reveale d in th e Bible, dir ected in all 
its work and worship by the New Cove nant, 
do es not recognize any hum an head. We 
are not bound in a ny way to bow the knee 
or submit in practice to the ideas or theori es 
th a t may be pronounced and promulg ated 
by SOME MAN who has been elevated 
(though a mere hum an being) to head some 
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reli gious institution. We believe that Jesus 
Chri st is the head of the church. We be­
lieve it, because the Bible teaches it. In 
Colossians 1 :18, th e writ er says, "And he is 
th e head of the body, the chu rch: who is the 
beginnin g, the firstborn from the dead; that 
in a ll thin gs he might have the pr e-emi­
nence." In Eph esians 1 :22, 23 we are told 
aga in th a t the Lord J esus Ch rist is the head 
of the chur ch . "And hath put all things 
und er his feet an d gave him to be the · head 
over a ll things to the church, which is his 
body, the fuln ess of him th a t filleth all in 
all. " Our faith must come by hearing the 
word of God. (Rom . 10:17.) 

No Human Creeds 

Not only do we recognize t ha t Jesus Christ 
is the found er of th e church and the head 
of th e church, but th e und enominational 
church revea led in the Bible is not in any 
sense bou nd by human creeds. \iVhat do 
we mea n when we use the expression "hu­
man creeds"? T he word "creed," indic a tes 
a st atement of belief. When a man says, 
"This is my creed," he is saying in effect, 
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"This is what I believe." A human creed 
would be a statement of belief based upon 
human concepts or opinions. The church 
does not need any human authority or 
human source for its faith and practice . To 
the Christ and His word and THAT ALONE 
are we bound in religious faith and practic e ! 

Sometime ago, headlin es were made all 
across our nation by the announcement of a 
certain religious leader that on par with the 
word of God and on equal basis with the 
Bib le, stand the traditions of men. The 
Lord condemned, "Making the word of God 
of non e effect through your tradition" 
(Mark 7:13). When men are bound by 
tradition, they are bound to unauthorized 
and divisive doctrines and practices. Th e 
church that is set forth in the New Covenant 
is not bound by any hum an creed. Not e 
these few passages to impr ess upon your 
mind the truth and solemnity of this fact. 
In Matthew 24:35, Jesus, our Savior, made 
this stat ement, "Heav en and earth shall 
pass away but my words shall not pass 
away." In John 12:48, our Savior said, 
"The words that I speak unto you, the same 
shall judge you in the las t day ." To impress 
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upon the mind of a young preacher of the 
gospel his responsibility of holding fast to the 
counsel of God, Paul wrote , "All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works." (2 Tim. 3:16, 17.) 
From the inspired apostle Peter, we read, 
"God has given unto us all things that per­
tain to life and godliness ." (2 Peter 1 :3.) 
The apostle Peter also affirmed, "The word 
of the Lord endureth forever." (1 Peter 
1 :25.) What does God seek to impress upon 
our minds by these statements? That we 
are to recognize the Word of God ! We are 
to look upon the word of God as the FINAL 
COURT OF APPEAL in religious matters. 
We are not to be bound by or submit to 
any human creeds, but rather to th a t which 
is set forth in God's word. The apostle 
Peter commanded, "But sanctify the Lord 
God in your hearts; and be ready always to 
give an answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope th at is in you." 
(1 Peter 3:15 .) 
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Wh y should one believe thu s and so in re­
ligion ? Because the Bible say s it! Not be­
caus e some coun cil conv ened and a ut horized 
it, not because some synod th ought th at 
it would be a good doctrine, but beca use t he 
Bib le teaches it . B elieve it because the Bib le 
teaches it! Believe it because i t is in the 
Word of God/ Is th ere anythin g wrong 
with that ? 

N o Hi,,man N a,ne 

Th e und enomin ational church does not 
labor und er hum an names. Wh en we seek 
to know th e name of the church we t urn t o th e 
New T estament and th ere find term s or 
names by which the Lord has referr ed to 
Hi s people. Oft entim es , in t he New T esta­
ment we read, " t he church ." On one oc­
cas ion in th e New T est a ment , we read " t he 
chur ches of Chri st" (Rom . 16:16) . In First 
Corinthi ans, the tw elfth chapt er , we read, 
"the body of Christ; " in First Corinthi ans 
1 :2, "the chur ch of God." In First Ti m­
othy 3:15, "the church of the living God. " 
All of these te rms and others we find in the 
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New Testament. We are to live and to labor 
under these terms or names as set forth in 
the New Test ament. The question some­
times arises, " Why do you who are memb ers 
of the church of Christ genera lly refer to th e 
church as the "church of Christ"? Beca use 
in so doing we are doin g th at whi ch the 
word of the Lord authoriz es. In referring 
to the church as the church of Christ, we are 
practicing the principle found in Colossians 
1 :18, that te aches us that J esus Christ is to 
be pre-eminent. When we refer to th e church 
as the church of Christ, it is to Christ that 
pre -emin ence is given . 

It is absolute ly scr ip tura l to recognize the 
church by the name "the church of God." 
It is also scriptural to recognize th e church 
simply as "the church." But mind you, it is 
possible for a religious peopl e to take a 
SCRIPTURAL NAME and PROFANE the 
practice. When we wear a scriptural name, 
we should endeavor in every point and prin­
ciple to be scriptur al in practice. We can­
not take a scriptural name and stand upon 
th at alone-while pr acticing whatev er we 
please regardless of New Testament teach-
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ing, and truly be the church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We must not only take the name, 
wear the name, and be "proud "of the name, 
we must also preach and practice that which 
the New Testament teaches. 

Human names create prejudice, bring 
about misunderstanding, and deny the coun­
sel and wisdom of God. We are to be known 
as Christians. In Acts, the eleventh chap­
ter, we are told that the disciples were 
"called Christians first in Antioch." In First 
Peter 4:16, the apostle wrote, "Yet if any 
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed; but let him glorify God on this 
behalf." In the love of God, and for the 
sake of righteousness, why would it not be 
well for those who truly seek to serve the 
Lord to be known simply as Christians? Be­
cause of the wearing of human names, be­
cause men today are devoted to human 
creeds, because men want human heads, 
because men freely admit that the religious 
institutions of which they are members were 
founded by men, we do not have unity and 
peace in the religious world. 
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Our Savior prayed for the unity of be­
lievers, "That they may all be one; as thou 
Father art in me, and I in thee, that they 
also may be one in us." (John 17:21.) The 
present-day divisions within the religious 
world surely must be a disappointment to 
our Lord. Such divisions exist as a mockery 
of our Savior's cherished hope and earnest 
prayer. Let us be reminded, and determined 
never to forget, "Except the Lord build the 
house they labour in vain that build it." 
(Psalm 127:1.) 

Our Plea 

In conclusion, may I point out to you that 
the apostle John by inspiration said, "Who­
soever goeth onward and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Christ, hath not God." (2 John 
9.) The doctrine of Christ DOES NOT 
recognize human foundations, human creeds, 
human names, but the doctrine of Christ 
does uphold the founding power of Jesus, 
the headship, and lordship of the Christ, 
and the "sweetest name on mortal tongue." 

We plead with you to turn away from that 
which divides and destroys. Accept the 
Lord's will and way. Stand together with 
God and his people. In this way there can 
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be no doubt. In this way there is no fear­
for where there is no doubt, there is no fear. 
Obey God! He will add you to his church. 
(Acts 2:47.) You then will be a member of 
the undenominational church of which yo u 
can read in the New Testament of J esus 
Christ. 
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The lesso n co nt a ined in thi boo klet wa s firs t 
pre sented as a serie s on the ra dio program , "Talks 
From the Bible." Thi s pr og ra m is hear d Monda y 
t hr ough Frid ay ove r St a tion \VHIN, Gallatin, 
Tenne ssee , fr o m 6:50 to 7:00 A. M . 

The spea ker on the program is Charle s E. Cobb, 
mini st er of the Sou t h Wa ter Ave nue Church of 
Chri st, Ga lla tin, Tenne ssee . 

. .\dditi o na l co pie s of thi s bo o kle t ma~, be ordered 
from : 

C HARL ES E. COBB 

P. 0. Box 36 
Ga llati n, Tenne ssee 37066 

6.00 per hundr ed 

50.00 per t housa nd 

(All Prices Plu Postage) 
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