
Abilene Christian University
Digital Commons @ ACU

Stone-Campbell Books Stone-Campbell Resources

1930

Questions For Baptists
John S. Durst

J. W. Jackson

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Stone-Campbell Resources at Digital Commons @ ACU. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Stone-Campbell Books by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons @ ACU.

Recommended Citation
Durst, John S. and Jackson, J. W., "Questions For Baptists" (1930). Stone-Campbell Books. 409.
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books/409

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Digital Commons @ ACU

https://core.ac.uk/display/212851855?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F409&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F409&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/scr?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F409&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F409&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.acu.edu/crs_books/409?utm_source=digitalcommons.acu.edu%2Fcrs_books%2F409&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


\ 
\ 

QUESTIONS FOR BAPTISTS. 
-BY--

John S. Durst and J, W. Jackson. 

IN'l'RODUC'l'ORY. 

The following questions are not designed to tangle or puz ­
zlP. the reader, but rathPr lead hir,1 to an investigfttion of the 
Wo rd of God with sincerity of purpose to do His will, be­
lieving what Jesus bas said, that he is a wise man who hears 
His word and does it. Mat., i : 24. 

ln the study of the New Testamen t four questions are 
prese nt ed to us and most fully answered: 

l. What think ye of Jesus, the Ubrist? 
2. ·what must 1 do to become His follower-to become 1t 

Christian? 
3. How must l live as a Christian? 
4. What shall be tl1t• final destiny of the righteous and the 

wic ked ? 
The first fou r bo)ks tell us of the birth, lif e, works. death, 

re1mrrection and ascension of Jesus. 'l'hey tell us how He 
lived under the mw of Moses and fulti lled the typl 'S and 
prophecies contained in it, and thus their object may be fully 
stated in the lan guage of John 20: 30- 31. 

"Many ot her signs trulv did Jesus In the presence of Illa 
,Jisciples that are not written in this b'lok, but these are 
writ ten that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ. the 
Son of Goel; and bclleving havi} life through his name." 

Raving learned who ,Jesus is, and desiring to have 
"life through Hi s na111e," we ti;rn to His apo~tles whom He 
IMt on eartu to preach repentance iind remissio .n of sins in 
His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Luke · 
24: 4.7. They were CfJD101ancled to GO, PUBAC ll , or TEACH the 
nations. MK , lG: 15-l(j M.at. , 28: 18-20. 'I wo restri ctions 
were pl aced upo n them. 1. 'l'hey were to begin preacl1ing 
in Jern salcm. Luke 2~: 17._ 2. Wait for power from on high 
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-beforP. beginning . Lke 24: 49. 'l'hey we11t to Jerusaieni 
and there waited. Luk 24: 52; Ac .• 1: 12-14. They were to 
receive power after the Spirit should come npon them. Ac., 
1: 5-8. Acts second chapter, records the coming of the 
Spiri• upon the apostles, and the BEGINNING of preaching iA. 
the name of Jesus. 'l'his book, Acts of Apustles, then tells 
us how to get, life in the name of J·esus. 'l'bat is, it shows 
what the apost les preached, what they told men and women 
to do, and what these taught persons obeyed. So now, we 
should pn,ach as they did, and men should do what is 
prenched in orde r to life in the name of Jesus. The mirnc les 
recorded in this book were for the purpose of confirming th e 
mission of the apostles, and thus co1~firming the Wor d as n 
message from God. 

By collating all the cnses of conversion and noting partic­
ularly the character of persons to whom commands are 
given, any one may learn just what he is to do to become a 
Christian. 

1. 1f he is an unbeliever, he is told to believe, and Christ 
is preached to him iu order thnt he may believe. Acts 16: 
30-34. 

2. If he is a believer, he is told to repent and be baptized 
for remission of sins, as in Acts 2: 36-38. 

3. lf a believing PPnitent, be must confess Christ and be 
baptized. Acts 8: 36-38. Or as Saul of ·.rarsus. Acts 22: 16. 

Herueruber we search these scriptures for what WE must 
do and not what God, Jesus, or the Holy Spirit does or may 
do. 'l'he Lord always does Hi s part, we must do ours. Let 
us learn and do. 

4. Having by obedi ence to Christ become a Christia n, we 
have twenty-one let ters wri t ten to Christians showing us 
how to Eve. Study these well and you learn that we must 
assemble togeth er on the Lo:cd's day for worship, study, 
pravers, praise and contribution. 'l'he good works we are 
to do are plainly taught, and in fact our duty, in every rela­
tion of life plainly given. 

5. The Book of .Revelation, besides its symbolic proph ecies 
reYeals the end of all thing s. The coming of Jesus to reward 
his saints, or those who loved and served Hiw, and to punish 
the disobedient . 

We send forth these questions hoping that they may sti r 
up all who read them to look into the perfect law of libe rt y 
(Jas. 1: 25), and be not a forgetful hearer or learner of what 
you therern find. but a doer of the work . knowing- that of the 
Lord we shall be blessed if we love and serve Ilim. J as. 1: 
21-24. J. W. JACKSON. 
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\-
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHURCH. \ 

By J. W. JACKSON. 

1. ht view of Baptist teaching that the church wns estab­
lisherl during the personal ministry of Je•u~, prior to His re~­
urrection and ascension, please explain the following scrip­
tunis. 

BEFORE THE RESURREC'rION: 

a. Jesus was made lower than the angels for the suffering 
of death. Ileb., 2. 14. 

b, He was born under the Law (Gnl., 4: 4), and died under 
It. Gal., 3: 10-13. 

c. Told bis apostles to tell no man that he was the Christ. 
Mnt. 16:20. 

ct. Refused to be made kh1g. Jno., 6: 15. 
e. Was rejected by the Jews who would not have Him ao 

king. Jno., 19: 15. 
f. Was among his disciples as one who serves and not as 

one who reig·ns. Luke 22: 24-27. 
g. Had to suffer death in order to enter into gloi:y. Luke 

24: 26. 
AFTER }HS ASCENSION: 

a. God said, "Let all the angels worship Him." Heb ., 1:16. 
b. Given all power in Heaven and earth. Mat. 28: 18;Eph .• 

1: 10-23. 
c. All things put under Him. Eph., 1: 22. 
d. Given a name nbove :ivery name. Phil., 2: 5-g. 
e. Mad.i the Head of the corner, or King. Acts 4: 10-12. 
f. Apostles preached, and declared God bad made the same 

Jesus whom they nad crucified both l;ord apd Christ. Acti:1 
2:36, 



g. Alway s after His ascension Jesus was preached as the 
''first-born from the dead," the Head of the Church (Col., 1: 
18), and all thing5 by His authority. Col., 3: 17. 

2. If the church was established before the death of Christ 
who were the members of it? 

3. If the apostleli were members of it, explain their losing 
their HOPE at the cross. Luke 24: 20, 21, with 1 Pet. 1: 3. 

4. If the church was established before the death of Christ 
what faith was necessary to become a member of it, seeing 
that the apostles were forbidden to preach Jesus as Christ 
(JI.lat. 16: 20), and faith comes by hearing? Hom., 10: 17. 

5. Is a man saved before he is added to the Lord? Acts 
11: 14. 

6. Is he added to the Lord before he is added to the church? 
Acts 2: 47. 

If added to the Lord before he is added to the church, how 
is it done? It can not be by faith, because he must be a be ­
liever before he can be thus added. Acts 11: 14. Ar.cl ac­
cording to your doctrine, re generation and rep,rntance both 
precede belief. So then, we ask again, what act must the be­
liever perform to be added to the Lord? 

7. If a man is ndded to the body of Christ, which is the 
church (Col., 1. 18), is he not thereby added to the Lord? 

8. Can a man be adder 1 to the body with out baptism in the 
name of the Lord Je1ms? 1 Cor., 12: 13. 

V. As God sets the members in the body as it pleases Him, 
are not being added to the Lord and being set (added to) in 
the body the same thing? 

10. And as they are the sa me, is not a believer added to the 
Lord, or set in the body, when he obeys the Lord in baptism? 
f-ee Acts 2: 38; 1 Cor., 12: 13. 

11. Can a man be ''ln Chllst" and not "in the one body"? 
12. Can a man be "a. .'lew creature" before he is ''in Christ"? 

2 Cor., 5:17. 
13. Can any one be "in Christ" without being baptized 

into Jesus Christ? Gal., 3: 27. If you say 'yes' you have a 
man ·'m Chnst" before God sets him in the body, and before 
he is added to the Lord. 

14. As Baptists do not admit any one to communion and 

,. 

.. 
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church fellowship unless they have been baptized by the • 
authority of the Baptist church, do they not thus place bap-
tism between the believu and all chu rch privileges? 

15. Do they not thus make baptism necessary, or essential 
tu, or in order TO, the enjoyment of church privileges? 

16. As Bap~ists thus practice baptism IN onoEn TO church 
membership, and baptism IN ORDEH TO the enjoyment of all 
the privileges anrl blessings in the church, do they not thus 
make baptism a procuring act? 

17. If baptism does not PROCURE these blessings although it 
is IN ORDKH TO their enjoyment, is it not , legitimate and scrip­
tural to say that baptism is IN ORDER TO the enjoyment of ull 
the privileges and blessings in the !Jody of Chriat? If not, 
why not? 

IS. As the scriptnres teach that we are baptized into Chri st, 
or bavtized into the one bo1ly, is not baptism in order to the 
enjoyment of all that is "in Christ" or "in the body" ? 

10. Ai the scriptures teach that forgiveness C'f sins is in 
Christ (Eph., 1: 7· Col. 1: 14), can we enjoy these without be­
ing in Christ? 

20. As forgiveness of sins is in Christ, and we can not get 
into Christ without b :1ptism, does it not follow that we can not 
enjoy forgiveness of sins without baptism? 

21. And as baptism is in order to the enjoyment of all 
things in Christ, is not baptism in order to the enjoyment of 
forgiveness of sins, just as Peter taught Acts 2: 38? If not, 
why not? 
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QUESTIONS FOR BAPTIS'l1S. 

By JOHN S. DURST. 

1. You say tl,e chut'Ch of Christ existed before Pentecost. 
Now tell us how it could exist without the Spirit, for tne 
Spil"it was not yet given? John 7: 39. 

2. John, the twelve, the seventy and Christ, before the 
death of Christ, p1·eached that the Kingdom of Heave n is at 
hand? Do you preach thus? If not, why not? 

3. When Christ said to Peter "on this rock I will build 
my church," had he built it before this? 

4. Can a person be in the Kingdom before he believes in 
the resurrection of Christ from the dead? Mark 16: 13, 14. 

5. As the gospel is the power of God unto salvation, could 
the gospel be preached without preaching the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Christ? 

6. Is salvation cond iti ona l or unconditional? 
If CONDITIONAL what are the conditions? If UNCONDI· 

TIONAL who is re;;ponsible for the damned? 
7. You teach that man is "h oreditarily totally depraved ." 

Now tell us, is it consistent with the attributes of God to love 
an object that possesses nothing that is congenial with his 
nature? As God loved the world, did he not see in fallen 
man a natu re of intrinsic value renrlering it worthy of being 
loved? 

8. If, as you teach, we have the proof of man's inherent de­
pravity, from the fact that he sins, then tell us what c11.used 
Adam to sin? 

0. If the doctrine of inherent depravity be true, what be­
comes of infants dying in infancy? 

10. If you say that God removes the depravity from dying 
infants, tell us why he doest.his and permits it to remain in 
the living ones? 

11. In conversion, which comes first, love or regeneration? 
If love, you have a totally depraved sin ner loving God. If 
regeneration, yon have a sinner saved \Y{ttioll.t.loving God ; 
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12. If a convert gives his experience, and is received by 
the church as a saved person, and then refuses to be bap 
tized, woL ld he be save d? Besides, wha.t would you do with 
himi' You could not turn him out, because he is not a metn • 
ber of the Bap ti st chu rch till he is baptized by a Baptist 
pr eac her. You could not baptize him without his conse nt , 
and hen ce your dilemma. How would you get .out of it? 

13. Give us your scriptur al authority lor the confess ion 
you require persons to mlJ.ke before you b11,ptize them? 

14. Where do you get your aut hority for receiving a per­
son into Christia n fellqwship by an experience of grace, BY 

A MAJORITY VOTE, and afterwards into church fellowship by 
baptism? 

15. If sinners are converted in an swer to your prayers, tell 
us why it is that He does not convert all for whom you pray? 

16. If your prayers ca n be answered by God doing some­
t.hing DIRECTLY to th e object of your prayers, why not pray 
to God to con ve rt the heathen, a11d cease to be Missionary 
Baptists, aud go back to your Moth er church? 

17. Is it necessa ry that repe nt ance and re mi ssion of sins 
in the name of Christ be preached in order to the salvat ion 
of sinners? 

18. No w tell us when and where this began to be done? 
19. Do no t Baptists teac h that a person gets into Christ 

before h e is baptized? 
20. Harmoni ze this with Mark 16: 16, and Gal., 3: 27. 
21. If repentance comes before fait h , te ll us what pr o­

duc es it? 
22. If r epenta nce precedes faith, does it pl ease God for 

th e sinner to repent? See Heb., 11: 6. 
23. Ar e coverted Methodists and Presbyterians saved 

perso ns ? 
24. W ill all save d persons go to heaven? 
25. What scriptural authority have you for excl uding 

SAVED persons from Christia n privileges-the communion , 
for instance? ' 

26. If Methodists and P resbyt eri an s, whom you acknowl ­
edge to be saved, are fit subJects for heaven, does it not fol-
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low that one has more to do to become a Baptist than to gd 
to heav en? 

27. Now if one is saved before he becom es a Bapt.ist, give 
us ONE scriptural reason for becomrng a Baptist. 

28. I s it necessary for an adult person to become a Christ-
ian to be saved? . 

29. Is it necessary for an adult per son to become a Baptist 
to he saved? 

30. I s Christianity and Baptistism identical? 
31. Then tell us why it was that none of the apostolic let­

ters were addressed to Baptists? 
32. Do Baptist preach ers prea ,~h and act lik e Philip did 

with the Eunuch in Aets; 8? 
33. Since we see that the Eunuch's case was not voted 

upon in order to his baptism, does this not show that ho was 
baptized into a body that did not demand voting on can­
didates for baptism? And since the Baptist body does de­
mand vot!ng on candidates for baptism, does this not show 

~ conclusively, that the Eunuch was baptized into a different 
body to the one Baptists are baptized into? 

34. Again, as there is "One Body," and that body is the 
one the Eunuch was baptized into, are we not forced to the 
conclusion that the Baptist body is a human and not a divine 
institution? 

35. Paul said: "But I keep under my body, and bring it 
into subj ection, lest by any means, when I have preached 
unto othe rs, I myself should be a castaway." Now, accord­
ing to Baptist doctrine, it is impossible for a saved person 
to become a castaway . Do you not make Baptists better 
th r.n Paul was? 

36. As Paul wrote to Christians to "work out their sal­
vation with fear and trembling," and as Baptists do r.ot 
have to FEAR nor 'l'REMBLE, but know that you are already 
saved, and eterm~lly saved, does it not show conclusively 
that you are a different class of persons to those to whom 
Paul wrote, and if different, are you Christians? And since 
you exalt yourselves so far above those Christion s to whom 
Paul wro te, and abov e Paul himself, who had . to keep his 
body under to keep from being a castaway, is thertl not a 
little more of the Phal'isaical conceit in you than the spirit 
of this inspired man~ 
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