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1019 North Main Streef
Rutherfordton, N. C. @9'13‘:9
August 6 1967
Mrs. O. Max Gardener
403 South Washington Street
Shelby, North Carolina
Dear Mrs, Gardener:;
I find that I already had an extra copy of the Christenberry
Lee paper so not waiting for the rainy day but mailing to
you now as time is short for me and the rainy day might not
come, You Will note he says "James Webb weas born in the last
decade of the eighteenth century'" In his Wriltings he also
states that he is writing from memory and SOmetimes he might
not be exact in the dates jwk but he would Not be far off in
the dates glven, He also says James Webb Wa8 unique in his
Physical makeup. One of my sons, his mother alwa;:ige waslike
the Webbs, he could not throw a ball or rock but had to pitch
them like most girls.
The Mountain Creek history gives a complete description
of the physical makeup of James Webb, TIf you have not already
written for copy the name of the pastor 35 apchie C. Hughes,

R=2, Rutherfordton, N. C.

7 4 b
/
7

>




THE WEBB FAMILY

EXCEKPTS FROM THE REMINISCENCES of CHRISTENPERRY LEE 1823-18956

(4) I would iike to trace the analogy between the imp
rovements o0f the world and the advance of the church,
beltween the Secular and moral prosperity of this sectlon
of the countrys, S8ixty years ago there were but few churches
in this eounty, High Sheals was the jargets 8nd most noted
Baptist churchi in fact., 1t was the only oné In the vieinity
for some miles around, Fhe house was made of Dine logs of
medium size, rather roughly hewn with the broadax, The logs
were not elosSely noteched and the oracks were very large. The
seats were without backs and made of slabs Or thiek heavy
plank, This 0ld log church was honored with the ministry of
such men &8 Drury Dobbine and Jemes Webb. DPury Dobbins was
a little advanced in age as far back as I ¢&n yemember, He
stood among his peers as did Sdaul smong the Deople, " from
the shoulders and upward higher than any of themi" I have
no def'inlte recolllection of his preaching ___ do not remem
ber to have heaprd him presch only a few tImes, So far as I
can call him to mind now, he was commanding In person,
dilgnified in addrese and attractive in spaach. He would hold
his congrogétion speil bound for an hour 22¢ a half and on
extra occossione for o much longer time, The® church has shown
her apprecistion of his ability and of hie Christian character
by erecting %o hls memory a mavble momment costing three hun
dred dollare,

The other Nam , whose name I have mentiored ag being a leader
of the hoste of Isrsel, I regard ag having peen Intellectually
superior to Dobbine, James Webh was the son of Danilel and
Selah Webb and was born gbout two miles below the High Shoals
1n the last deotde of the eighteenth centurys He wos a young
man of fragile body, tall and slender In forme He ws unique
in his physi{ocal makeup. He rcde mostly on horseback _ do not
ever remembey t0 have scen him on wheels, though he way have
used & busgy 4n his old ege« He was pastor of High Shoals
church fo fourteen years In successions During these years,
while I was yet in my bovhood, I atbtended fpequently on his
ministry wes deeply impressed by his egrnest apreal to
the unconverted. His preachins was largely of the hortatoery
character, put like John the Baptist he "preached many things
in his oxortations.” The firast mention that I remomber to have
heard made of him 88 a preacher was bg wy eldeet brother,
when I was gpout elght years old, On Christwas day my grang
mother Bedrord (Patsy Hawkins Bedford)uy great-great-great
grandmothen, RR¥) was selorrating the occasion with us gt
fathers houyge. My brother James went %o High Shoalg chureh ,
on his rotywm he spoke of the sermon in most eompl imentapy
terms, saying 1t was the best sermon he had ever heapqd, My
gransmothgr asked who wastthe prego?e;é hcha:awered "y
Webb" , The .14 ladys chduntenance brightensd Wp ang ¢
covered herqirinklgg faase as she said, "Well Hoaglk angngziles
will be somgpody yet.' Hawkins Bedford was the name of hep

baby boy, James Webb and Hawkins Bedford were Young men

oonsiderably above ihe wed ogrity “j}gk'of natural
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