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Statement of Originality:

This work has not previously been submitted for a degree or diploma in any
university. To the best of my knowledge, this thesis contains no material
previously published or written by another person except where due reference
IS made.

*Authors note: Throughout this volume | make liberal usage of the term
‘outwith’, purely for no other reason than my upbringing demands it, and
purely because there is no other word that is able to convey the same
meaning so conveniently.

Outwith: aut'wib/preposition (Scottish)
outside; beyond. e.g. "he has lived outwith Scotland for many years"
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Abstract:

During the early years of extraterritoriality various foreign clubs and fraternal
institutions emerged in Yokohama, and later in Kobe. These institutions
variously contributed to the definition, creation and promotion of what may be
termed as a civil society, or more specifically what Habermas has referred to
as the ‘public sphere’. Despite the absence of any single colonial power
controlling the administration of the settlements, the fraternal institutions run
by a network of transoceanic Euro-American bourgeois came together to fill
the gap normally occupied by a military or overseas civil service. Long term
residents of these ports operated under what can be construed as local
sovereignty, foreign extraterritoriality, and facilitated a tradition of laissez-faire
capitalism in the region that had significant consequences on Japan’s cultural

and economic development as a whole.

During the extraterritorial era, club life became the main cultural activity
through which the expatriate community expressed itself, and in turn, dictated
the de facto homosocial rules of conduct between the predominantly white
male population of the treaty port in the years of extraterritoriality and beyond.
Gentleman’s clubs and sporting rituals were woven into the fabric of the
community on multiple social and economic levels, which helped to recreate
familiar European class hierarchies and racial boundaries. Closely aligned

with the vernacular press, these institutions pertained to promote international
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cooperation, egalitarianism and community altruism by simultaneously
bolstering an increasingly isolated bourgeois foreign population which actively
sought to separate itself from the wider Japanese community. Additionally, it
was via the club, that the leaders of the community expressed their identity
and status in what would become the ‘treaty port public sphere’ in the latter

half of the nineteenth century.

Drawing on archival sources, the English-language press, the Harold S.
Williams Collection from the Australian National Library in Canberra, and a
number of contemporary accounts from foreign residents, this research will
attempt to highlight the key factors in the socio-cultural development of the
settlement, such as the emergence of a European club culture and what role it
had in the shaping future relationships between the settler population and their

Japanese hosts.
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Introduction:

The image of the European club is one of the most recognisable symbols of
Western settlement in nineteenth century East Asia. Treaty ports, the name
given to the urban centres that emerged along the coast of China and Japan,
were formed specifically to facilitate foreign trade, based on the unequal
treaties negotiated forcibly with the Western powers. Neither part of the
internal Japanese trading system, nor under the control of a single Western
power, societal development in the ports was facilitated by two decisive
strategies that remained outside of Japanese control, namely extraterritoriality
and loss of tariff autonomy.® This arrangement, the established method of
Western intervention in East Asia, enticed enterprising foreign merchants with
the promise of lucrative profits and the future prospect of access to the wider
Japanese market.? While these burgeoning cities were undoubtedly significant
as ‘zones of contact’® between Occident and Orient, the Japanese ports
exhibited many of the segregatory characteristics of similar colonial enclaves
throughout the region despite operating under markedly different

circumstances.

! Honjo, Y. A. 2003. Japan's Early Experience of Contract Management in the Treaty Ports, London. pp. 29

2 de Goey, F. 2015. Western Merchants in the Foreign Settlements of Japan (c.1850-1890), in Bosma, U. et al.
(eds.) Commodities, Ports and Asian Maritime Trade Since 1750, Northumbria University. pp. 112

% Broeze, F. (eds.) Brides of the Sea: Port Cities of Asia from the 16th—20th Centuries, New South Wales
University Press.
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Gaining notorious reputations as ‘frontier towns’ in the early days of
settlement, residents who had vested interest in the success of the community
set about forming associational clubs. These institutions helped to create
clear-cut distinctions between those who were deemed respectable and those
who were not by setting a schedule and introducing some form of semblance
to the metropoles of Western civilisation.* Within the ports, the club took
centre stage as the social hub of foreign life and discourse, embedding itself
into the civic landscape of the modern urban settlement. Ubiquitous mentions
of the club as a meeting place in treaty port literature allude to their centrality
and importance in the social milieu. Club life represented an oasis of
European culture in an alien land, performing a wide number of roles, most
notably in later years, reproducing the domestic sphere of the ‘home’,
effectively babysitting a young and often malleable Euro-American

population.®

Despite evading Western colonialism, the social cohesion of the foreign
community bore a resemblance to the other peripheral trade centres of Asia
that emerged during the colonial period. Demarcations based on race and
social status emerged most visibly in the two largest ports, Yokohama and
Kobe, where social divisions in the settlements manifested into actual physical

segregation on occasion, becoming more pronounced as the years went on.

* Honjo, Y. A. 2003. pp. 36

5 See, Rich, P. J. 1991. Chains of Empire: Masonic Cabalism, Historical Causality and Imperial Clubdom,
London; Sinha, M. 2001. Britishness and Clubbability, and the Colonial Public Sphere: the Genealogy of an
Imperial Institution in Colonial India, in Journal of British Studies, 40, pp. 489-521; Cohen, B. B. 2015. In the
Club: Associational life of Colonial South Asia, Manchester University Press.

10
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Kobe port is of particular interest in that, during the Meiji era, the city’s urban
and social space were divided along clearly delineated boundaries, with the
concession signalled as ‘foreign’ and the Japanese area as ‘native’.® Few
works on the settlements have adequately addressed the social divides that
existed within the treaty ports, bar mentioning that they were an occasional
feature of daily life in the concession.” While the actual views of the majority of
the white Euro-American residents remain rather difficult to quantify, there
seems little doubt from their general mode of life that the predominant world
view was akin to Kipling’s ‘white man’s burden’. In her seminal work on the
oyatoi gaikokujin, Live Machines in 1980, Hazel Jones called for renewed
interest in the topic of foreign employees in Japan during the Meiji
government. However, she conceded that due to much of the documentation
regarding these people being destroyed, either by natural disasters or war,
gathering data on this subject is generally best done in the native countries of
those who were employed.® Even nearly forty years after Jones’ initial
observation, while the career paths of minor ‘yatoi’ are relatively easy to trace,

the deeper aspects of their social lives still remain frustratingly opaque.

While visiting Japan, Rudyard Kipling seemed to take more interest in the lives

of the ‘outside men’, his term for those British subjects who lived and worked

6 Hearn, L. 1898. Kokoro, London. pp. 120-155. Hearn refers to crossing the street into ‘native town’ akin to
crossing the Atlantic.
! Leupp, G. P. 2003. Interracial Intimacy: western men and Japanese women 1593-1900, London. pp. 180

8 Jones, H. 1980. Live Machines: Hired Foreigners and Meiji Japan. Vancouver.

11
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on the fringes of Empire, finding a home propping up the bar of the very
institutions frequented by those ‘minor yatoi’, the club.® Few modern scholars
have risked dwelling on the fact that concession life prejudiced towards
Japanese. This is perhaps a fact that few of the Euro-American residents who
lived there would not have disputed. In his colourful description of Yokohama
club life in 1892, Kipling haughtily stated that ‘it must be prejudiced’.*® Kipling’s
rather patchy summary of the Yokohama club scene was intended to highlight
the similarities of British overseas life rather than the uniqueness of the foreign
experience in Japan. However, if anything, Kipling’s depiction shows that in
terms of inclusiveness and integration, Japanese treaty port life was ‘business
as usual’ for the white merchant. For Kipling, the foreigner was ‘fighting the
good fight' for the benefit of the Japanese, whether they liked it or not. Such
attitudes were further evidence that the foreign population, and perhaps white
society as a whole in Japan, considered themselves to be the carriers of
civilisation and progress, regardless of the fact that it was often civilisation and
progress dictated on their terms. It was this self-importance or elevated status
of the aspiring upper-class individuals who frequented these clubs that
brought the scarcely veiled contempt of the locals, of whom Kipling

mentioned, upon themselves.

° Cortazzi, H. 1988. Kipling’s Japan: Collected Writings, London. pp. 210-216.

10 Kipling, R. 1892. Letter Two: Our Overseas Men, in Cortazzi, H. 1988. Kipling’s Japan: Collected Writings,
London. pp. 213

12
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However, while there is little doubt that some elements of port society were
racist, it is another thing to predict exactly who the affiliations of the white
residents in those ports lay with. As Schwartz has observed, pinpointing
people’s ethnic identities can prove as troublesome as defining their femininity
or masculinity.** Unfortunately few of those minor players in the history of
Japan’s development would choose to document their thoughts or
experiences for future reference. What they did leave behind, however, were
the bricks and mortar of their social lives and the minutiae of their meetings,
and a lasting impression on the many visitors who did document their

experiences, for us to glean something of treaty port social structure.

Foreign clubs in Japan took several forms. The most obvious of these were
the associational gathering places frequented largely by an emerging, and
relatively wealthy, merchant, military and diplomatic class. Freemasonry clubs
also, as they were in other locales, were ever present catering to members of
the foreign community without the right credentials that would have allowed
them access to the more exclusive gentleman’s club. Other manifestations of
the club evolved around sport and leisure. Hunting being one of the most
frequently enjoyed pastimes, until pressures from the Japanese government
and dwindling game stocks made the sport increasingly difficult. Additionally,
horse racing enjoyed varying degrees of success in all of the ports, eventually

spawning a number of copycat races within the wider Japanese public sphere.

1 Schwartz, B. 2012. The White Man’s World: Memories of Empire, Oxford. pp. 166.

13
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Equestrian games were perhaps the earliest and most influential of the
imported Western sports to be introduced into Japan during the Meiji era; its
popularity resonating among Japan’s imperial household, the race club
remained a symbol of status within treaty port society throughout the Meiji era,

drawing membership from among the community’s most wealthy foreigners.

Other sports, such as cricket, athletics, rowing and football, had intrinsic roles
in forming a settlement identity. However, while the prevalence of these clubs
is widely attested to by scholars of Japan’s foreign settlements, very little has
been written regarding their impact in regards to the creation of a treaty port
public sphere, not to mention their wider influence on Japanese socio-
economic or political development.*? Therefore the primary question that this
thesis will address is how and why did the various associational
institutions, and sporting clubs emerge in Japan’s treaty ports, and what
role did these institutions have in the formation of a foreign ‘civil

society’ or ‘public sphere’.

Defining the Treaty Port Public Sphere:

Sinha describes the European social club as a unique institution of colonial

civil society that operated at the median between both the metropolitan and

2 \While there is no shortage of material on foreign involvement in Japanese economic and social history in the
Meiji era, James Hoare, in his seminal work on the ports in 1994, argues that compared to the breadth of
scholarship on ports such as Shanghai, there is a dearth of similar material concerning the Japanese
settlements. Hoare, J. E. 1994. Japan’s Treaty Ports and Foreign Settlements. Folkestone. pp. xiv

14
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indigenous public spheres.*® It was by virtue of the system of extraterritoriality,
the imposed legal system which allowed foreigners to reside within specified
pockets of the Japanese mainland, whereby they were subject not to the
jurisdiction of Japan’s laws and sovereign, but rather to the jurisdiction of their
own sovereign state,™ that provided fertile ground for associational clubs to

flourish.

In his seminal study The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere of
1962, Habermas explored how public opinion played a crucial role in relation
to representative government in Western Europe. Habermas pinpointed the
emergence of a distinct public sphere in the early eighteenth century in the
coffeehouses of Britain, premises which were arguably the primogenitors of
the first gentleman’s clubs.'® Coffeehouses themselves were products of
increased global trade, which brought once exotic commodities into the
common market during an era which saw new and unprecedented levels of
finance and trade capitalism in Europe, resulting in the creation of a new
social order.'® Emanating from this new social order, clubs and their members
were carving out new pathways for the direction of civil society by building a

network of reciprocal traditions based on co-operation and a mutual

13 Sinha, M. 2001. pp. 492.

* For more on the legal aspects of extraterritoriality in the British context, see: Roberts, C. 2013. The British
Courts and Extra-territoriality in Japan, Leiden.

!> Habermas, J. 1962 (1989). The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere, Cambridge. pp. 32-34

18 (Ibid.) pp. 14

15
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understanding that moved away from the economic reliance of local magnates

and social superiority.*’

Club membership effectively acted as a petri dish for ‘future society’s norms of
political equality’.'® However, this transformation was far from an egalitarian
ideal. For Habermas, the concept of the public sphere was centred around the
notion of a virtual community that did not necessarily ‘exist’ per se as a
recognisable entity, but that rather the public sphere could consist of private
groups of people (the public), who act as conduits between society and the
state.'® Access to the public sphere was/is open, in theory, to all of the
citizenry within a community or group when they come together to deal with
matters of general interest without being subject to coercion. However, in
relation to the period in question, the emergence of eighteenth century
Enlightenment ideological conversation and associational tendencies were an
essentially bourgeois affair. Clubs and ‘clubbable’ gentlemen were less
obviously bourgeois in the East Asian ports of the late nineteenth century.
Nevertheless, their origination can be seen, at the very least, as a logical
progression of this tradition amongst an aspiring bourgeois overseas civil

society.

7 Erankiln, J. M. 2011. Orientalist Jones: Sir William Jones, Poet, Lawyer, and Linguist, 1746-1794, Oxford. pp.
197

18 Habermas, J. 1992. Further Reflections on the Public Sphere, in Habermas and the Public Sphere, Calhoun,
C. (eds.) Massachusetts. pp. 423-4

% Habermas, J. 1992. pp. 176.

16
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In essence, groups that were once considered private in bourgeois society in
the nineteenth century had become increasingly politicised to the point where
the private and public realms had become practically indistinguishable.
Despite public sphere theory setting off a number of criticisms, Habermas and
his critics all operate within the a familiar paradigm characterised by several
normative elements encompassed by: the condition of civicness or civility, the
conflation of the public sphere with citizenship, and the ideal of widespread
egalitarian participation.?® Habermas assumed, for example, that the public’s
concern was towards a national economy, contained within a Westphalian
state. ?* While his theoretical framework may run into problems while
conceptualising publics that fall outside of this sphere, Japan’s foreign
community was grounded within the Westphalian state model, while
throughout the Meiji era the Japanese state itself strove to gain acceptance by
Westphalian standards of civilisation in its push towards modernisation.
Similarly, while Habermas associated the public with a national media,
‘national’ communications in the form of a predominantly English language
press relayed the news from the dominant powers of the period. Indeed, if we
are to speak of a treaty port literati, it evolved from private individuals who
envisioned themselves as members of a public.?’ In more specific terms, the
‘public sphere’ in the context of this study refers to the critical debate of a

middle-class, and in some cases, landed, settler citizenry in public spaces

2 Adut, A. 2012. A Theory of the Public Sphere, in Sociological Theory, Vol. 30., No. 4 (December). pp. 239
% Habermas, J. 1989. pp. 14-20

2 (1bid.) pp. 41-43

17
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such as the club, the sports ground and the local press which formed the
locus of an emerging civil society in the Japanese treaty ports in the latter half

of the nineteenth century.

Despite the absence of any single colonial power controlling the administration
of the settlements, the fraternal institutions, ran by a network of transoceanic
Euro-American bourgeoisie, came together, essentially filling the gap normally
occupied by a military or overseas civil service. Although having the
appearance of a protodemocratic society, the foreign settlements were
ultimately at the mercy of a tolerant Japanese government. Municipal
Councils, while having some form of limited administrative power, were

essentially toothless tigers, effectively taking the form of a civic club.

Nevertheless, the actions of club associated residents reverberated with
enough volume as to influence matters as diverse as hunting laws, additional
secession of state land to the settlements, the rerouting of railways, not to
mention the degree in which European manners and customs were absorbed
by the Japanese themselves. Residents who formed bodies that controlled
municipal affairs were inevitably involved in some form of associational group,
be it racing club, sports club or social club. Sometimes, even all three. Long
term residents of these ports operated under what can be construed as local
sovereignty, foreign extraterritoriality, and facilitated a tradition of laissez-faire

capitalism in the region that had significant consequences on Japan’s cultural

18
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and economic development as a whole.?* While the Japanese escaped the
Neo-colonialism that subsumed that of its East Asian neighbours, the
residents that made their homes in the ports lived distinctly colonial lifestyles

that hinged on white privilege and economic dominance.

During the extraterritorial era, club life became the main cultural activity
through which the expatriate community expressed itself and dictated the de
facto homosocial rules of conduct between the predominant white male
population of the treaty port in the years of extraterritoriality and beyond.
Gentleman’s clubs and sporting rituals were woven into the very fabric of the
community on multiple social and economic levels, which helped to recreate
familiar European class and racial boundaries within the confines of the
foreign settlements. Closely aligned with the vernacular press, these
institutions pertained to promote international cooperation, egalitarianism and
community altruism by simultaneously bolstering an increasingly isolated
bourgeois foreign population, which in later years, actively sought to separate

itself from the wider Japanese community.

Trade and the market had the most definitive influence in the development of
port life. Traders and merchants formed the bulk of the Western population

that was centred around a common goal of maintaining a healthy flow of

= Taylor, J. E. 2002. The Bund: Littoral Space of Empire in the Treaty Ports of Asia, in Social History, Vol. 27. No
2. pp 132.

19



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

goods to and from the settlements. Nevertheless, as lively as these ports
were, business in the Japanese settlements always played second fiddle to
the more vibrant and dynamic trading hubs of the China coast. As the years
progressed, maintaining the privileged status and lifestyle that the foreign
community had worked towards became more important than the concept of
an open Japanese market. Although never as powerful as they perceived
themselves to be, foreign influence impacted the Japanese public sphere
through a mixture of consular pressure, and maverick political interference.?*
Leading men in the settlements, with varying degrees of success, lobbied the
Japanese government, either individually or via their own consuls for
concessions as broad ranging as freedom of movement to hunt wild game to
seceding valuable land for the purpose of recreation. In later years, club
association even became an opportunity to move within the same circles as,

not only the most influential settlers, but also the Japanese elite.

Due to their initial remoteness from the metropole, Japan’s treaty ports were
often viewed by visitors as lacking in civility. Civil conduct in itself was a trend
that shaped much of European society as the rise of the middle classes, along
with an emerging bourgeoisie, began to incorporate courtly ideals into a new

standard of civilised behaviour.? Club association in the ports went from

% T.B. Glover is perhaps the archetypal foreign interloper during the Meiji era, often hedging his bets whereby
he invested in rival factions of the Bakufu and the Chashu in the early years of settlement in Nagasaki. See:
McKay, A. 1993. Scottish Samurai, Edinburgh; Gardiner, M. 2007. At the Edge of Empire: the Life of Thomas
Blake Glover, Edinburgh.

% Elias, N. 1982 (1939). The Civilizing Process: State Formation and Civilization, Vol. 1, Oxford. pp. 107

20
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essentially being an expression of rank to a more pertinent articulation of
earned status. In time, membership to the club, as well as leadership in local
government, could be achieved more directly by an individual’'s success in
business. While club association in Europe was initially started by the lower
rungs of the aristocracy, men of more humble beginnings in Japan organised
themselves by amalgamating otherwise independent actors together under

one group affiliation.

European merchants in East Asia were notoriously independent-minded,
William Keswick of Jardine & Matheson being a case in point whereby he
became the first merchant with boots on the ground in Yokohama, much to the
dismay of the British consul, before the port had been officially opened. Men
like Keswick belonged to what can best be described as merchant dynasties,
families that had been involved in East Asian trade for decades, taking an
almost quasi-aristocratic status amongst their fellow residents. In James
Clavell's epic tale, Gai-Jin, Scottish merchant family, the Struan’s, strive to
gain influence in the community by securing leadership of the club.? By
skillfully weaving fact and fiction, Clavell used William Keswick’'s own exploits
as the inspiration for his main protagonist, showing a degree of historical

insight that virtually no scholar of the subject has bothered to capitalise on.

% Clavell, J. 1993. Gai-Jin, London.
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Merchants were often lone wolves, acting independently and in their own
interests. In a region where consular jurisdiction was often seen by merchants
as a guideline rather than a rule, cooperation covering a large network of
independent vested interests was the key to any kind of social cohesion. Club
affiliation brought together the regions prime movers and shakers under the
banner of collaboration. In other words, Western business and social networks
were the grease which allowed the wheels of settlement society to turn by

providing a new kind of forum for cooperation necessary for overseas life.

The very notion of the public sphere in Japan’s treaty ports was intrinsically
rooted within the club experience. It was an essential feature of a man’s
intended career path to such an extent that ostracisation could have serious
social consequences. Indeed, for a significant portion of the nineteenth and
early twentieth century, clubs were the public sphere. In the nineteenth
century colonialism had begun anew built on the experience of rule and the
construction of cultural difference of the old regimes. Its newness lay in the
emergence of a European bourgeois, complete with its contradictions and
pretensions in addition to the multitude of advancements in the fields of
technology, governmental organisation and ideological accomplishments. As
Karl Marx observed, the European bourgeois aspired to be a ‘universal class’,

yet it defined itself along key features and distinctive cultural forms.?”

" Cooper, F & Stoler, A. L. 1997. Tensions of Empire, London. pp. 3
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In regard to the club as a translational institution framed within the context of
global history, it is necessary to understand just how ‘traditional’ institutions
were replicated or relocated across geo-cultural space. In what way did these
reinterpreted institutions intersect with their new surroundings? Were they
modernised, or transformed in any way by positing them in a new locale? How
did they interact with the political or social frameworks of their new home?
Eisenstadt has suggested that modernisation can habitually lead to a number
of responses in regard to the way that societies ‘interpret different symbolic
premises of modernity and different modern institutional patterns and dynamics’,
then it becomes essential that institutions can be viewed with regard to their

variability and not merely as a static entity.?®

Speaking of transnationality, in respect to the treaty port communities, refers
to a population that was essentially de-localised, yet retained a certain
ideological link to a putative place of origin that was otherwise a thoroughly
diasporic collectivity.?® Within anthropology, the study of transnationalism has
grown steadily since the publication of Benedict Anderson's Imagined
Communities in 1983, in which Anderson showed how the historical pursuits
of nationalism has shaped current political, social, and economic landscapes.
Anderson's imagined community, ‘is imagined because the members of even the

smallest nation will never know most of their fellow-members, meet them, or even

8 Eisenstadt, S. N. 1987. Patterns of Modernity, London. p. 5

2 Appadurai, A. 1996. Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalisation, University of Minnesota. pp. 172

23



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

hear of them, yet in the minds of each lives the image of their communion’.*® The
members of this community cross traditionally drawn borders of nationality
and the nation-state to gather in non-geographically bound places, which are

currently thought of as ‘trans-local’ places.

Sharing the attributes and identity of different cultures in a non-geographically
bound atmosphere makes each member a transnational. However, recent
scholarship focusing on the diasporic and multiple communities that existed
within the treaty ports of Asia has challenged Anderson’s thesis of a single
‘imagined community’. Lewis’ work on the birth of cosmopolitanism in colonial
Penang was, by contrast, quite different to the more conservative reactions
towards multiculturalism in British held Rangoon.®' Nevertheless, while there
were also significant differences between the white populations of East Asia’s
treaty ports, Japan’s port society was the embodiment of Anderson’s trans-
local space, in which its inhabitants identified with an imagined community
networked throughout the colonial public sphere. While expanded trade
opportunities were loudly called for by long term residents, the more pragmatic

long term plan of the Meiji government effectively circumnavigated their

%0 Anderson, B. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, London. pp.
6

81 Lewis, S. L. 2009. Print and Colonial Port Cultures of the Indian Ocean Littoral: Penang and Rangoon, in

Journal of the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 82, No. 2 (297), [Peranakan Chinese in
Penang and the Region] (December 2009), pp. 9-24
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merchant guests, leaving them with little option but to consolidate their gains

by preserving the status quo of their privileged lifestyle.?

The Formation of Treaty Port Civil Society:

Following on from Habermas’ theory of the public sphere, Cain and Hopkins
have formally identified Gentlemanly Capitalists as an association of
transnational individuals whose livelihoods were closely connected to
imperialist expansion and the developing importance of London as a financial
centre.® During an era of intensive European overseas expansion, nationality
and nationalism were concepts that became ‘internationalised' by spreading
metropolitan ideas and institutions abroad. The key difference as to how these
socio-cultural formations emerged and operated lies in the fact that no one
hegemonic power could lay claim to the islands of Japan. However, as the
most populous group of foreigners within this group were British, the
settlement and consequently the nature of the foreign community in Japan’s
treaty ports remained decidedly anglophile in outlook. The ascent of these
individuals, who undoubtedly took their cue from the gentlemanly values of the

British aristocracy, and the advent of a club culture in Japan are clearly linked.

% Hoare, J. 1994. Japan’s Treaty Ports and Foreign Settlements: the Uninvited Guests 1858-1899, Folkestone.
pp. Xv

¥ Akita, S. (eds). 2002. Gentlemanly Capitalism, imperialism, and global history, New York
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From the earliest period of foreign settlement in Japan, associational clubs
played an active, if not central, role in the creation of a civil society. Club
buildings themselves were imposing edifices, meant not only to showcase the
wealth of the port itself, but to communicate to the visitor that within its very
walls were the conveniences and luxuries of the Western metropole.
Recreation and luxury were codified in the buildings very architectural layout;
spacious billiard rooms with neighbouring bowling alleys, and the finest
European cuisine were only made available to the wealthiest residents and
their most distinguished guests.** Additionally, port society developed its own
sense of business etiquette. Failure to adhere to the narrow rules of treaty port
society created friction between long-term residents and the more transient
yatoi who often considered their status as invited guests above that of the

local European population.*

Japan’s foreign social clubs catered exclusively to the predominantly white
population, establishing themselves with surprising efficiency in the very early
days of settlement. Parallels with British India give a taste of what life was like
for the average clubbable settler in Japan, most noticeably in relation to the
differing degrees of separation between settler and Japanese society. Further

evidence of the aloofness of foreigners on government contracts in regard to

3 Gower, R. 1885. Notes on a Tour from Brindisi to Yokohama, London. pp. 68

= Designer and design theorist, Christopher Dresser, was fairly dismissive of the manners and attitudes of his
fellow Europeans in the ports and made a point of acknowledging their shortfalls in his monograph. Dresser was
fortunate enough to obtain a passport to travel into the Japanese interior, something few foreigners were able to
do. Dresser, C. 1882. Japan, its Architecture, Art and Art-Manufactures, London. pp. 68
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club affiliation is attested to by the Scottish engineer Richard Henry Brunton.
While it has been argued that the Japanese always held control in regards to
the power relationship between settlers and themselves, foreigners more often
than not took a paternalistic view towards the Japanese that often betrayed a
colonial mentality. Richard Henry Brunton, who's own memoir of his Japanese
experiences, Schoolmaster to an Empire, often reads like an egotistical list of
achievements rather than an insight to the culture of an emerging nation, is

remembered as the ‘Father of Japanese Lighthouses’.*

While Brunton appears not to have been associated with any of the clubs, bar
the Asiatic Society of Japan, of which he was a member, he recalls a comical
encounter with the Yokohama Club’s president, a one ‘Public Spirited Smith’
in his memoir.*” As autocratic as many of the oyatoi gaikokujin were, Brunton
had made the social faux pas of purchasing a steamer without first consulting
with one of the many brokers or ‘go-betweens’ who facilitated trade between
foreign business and the Japanese. In doing so, he had inadvertently slighted
the cliquish community who had made a public complaint regarding his
conduct to the local press, and had sent tongues wagging in the Club, to

which he alludes to as ‘a very important institution in Yokohama'. Brunton,

36 Although never released as an official memoir, Brunton’s account of his Japanese career was eventually
reprinted in Beauchamp, E. R. (eds) 1991. Schoolmaster to an Empire: Richard Henry Brunton in Meiji Japan,
1868-1876, London.

¥ The person in question was more than likely W. H. Smith, a former army officer who became the president of
the Yokohama Club and the Assistant Manager of the Grand Hotel. Smith was also responsible for the Bluff
Gardens in Yokohama, which were believed to have been the first European style vegetable gardens in Japan.
His encounter with Brunton is a clear indication of the class hierarchy that was already forming between
European, and perhaps more specifically, the British, population in the ports. For a brief description of Smith’s
life, see: Williams, H. S. 1958. Tales of the Foreign Settlements, Tokyo. pp. 153-156.
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however, as an invited technician in the service of the imperial government
would have considered himself above such an institution and adroitly informs
the reader so0.® Treaty port life was notoriously insular and an individual’s
reputation was sacrosanct, so much so that Brunton deemed the affair to be
worthy of consular investigation. While such an incident might seem trivial, the
encounter was just one example of how much club politics and the emerging
treaty port public sphere had on relationships between long-term residents

and their perceived diplomatic rivals.

It is from accounts such as the one indicated above that we can glean
anything at all about the importance of club culture amongst the early
residents of the port. As Huffman has observed, the memoirs and travel
writing of the privileged few served as the primary lens through which many
Western leaders developed their own particular view of Japan and highlight
the lively and often contentious interactions of the foreign community.*® Often
within these narratives there is what has come to be known as the 'imperial
gaze', that way of looking upon foreign reality and subordinating it the views
own point of view regarding what is the correct or most civilised way of
acting. “° Brunton was a prime example. Such characters cared little for

Japanese culture, and were more concerned with bringing the Japanese ‘up to

38 Brunton, R, H. Cited from Cortazzi, H (eds) 1991. Building Japan 1868-1876, London. pp. 88. See also,
Schoolmaster to an Empire: Richard Henry Brunton in Meiji Japan, 1868-1876, London.

39 Huffman, J. 1987. Edward Howard House: in the service of Meiji Japan, in Pacific Historical Review, vol. 56,
no. 2, May. pp. 232.

Said, E. 2003. Blind Imperial Arrogance: vile stereotyping of Arabs by the U.S. Ensures years of turmoil, in
Los Angeles Times, July 20™.
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speed'. In this regard the image of Japan, and the Japanese themselves have
been subject to a ‘colonialism of the mind’ in much of the English language
accounts of the Meiji era. As the Japanese have never been neatly
categorised within the traditional dichotomy of colonised/coloniser, the
remarks made by those whom we have come to rely on for our historical
image of the Japanese often repeat, even by then, generic ‘oohing and
aahing' over cherry blossoms and colourful paper lanterns.*! For a great deal
more than a few, observations about Japan and the Japanese were often
articulated from the sanctity of the overseas club, with even the Japanese

lending their own club, the Rokumeikan, to host the Royal Asiatic Society.

Initial club formations were intended to separate government and military men
from the merchant classes, however healthy trade in the beginning brought
many merchants wealth that allowed them buy their way into a society that
would have been out of reach at home.* Comfortable, would be the term that
best described the average white merchant of the ports. Perceptions of equal
status amongst wealthy merchants with government officials often caused
resentment, which created with it a general suspicion towards consular staff.
Life for the overseas settler was not complete without stories that revolved

around the club, a way of life which inevitably reached its colonial apex by the

41 . . . . . .
See Elliott, A. 2008. Ito and Isabella in the Contact Zone: interpretation, mimicry and Unbeaten Tracks in

Japan, in Electronic Journal of Japanese Studies, Article 9, Dec 22M Minear, R.H. 1980. Orientalism and the
Study of Japan, Journal of Asian Studies 39, 507-517. Reference to the quaintness of Japanese customs and
craft can be found ad nauseam in the literature associated with Japan. See also, Chamberlain, B. H. 1971.
Japanese Things, Being Notes on Various Subjects Connected with Japan, London. pp. 203

*2 Hoare, J. E. 1994. Japan’s Treaty Ports and Foreign Settlements, Folkestone. pp. 49
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late 1930s. Leonard Woolf went as far as describing them as the ‘centre of

British Imperialism’,*® and Orwell likewise branded them the ‘spiritual citadel

144
of British power in the colonies. Despite being only one of the ‘great powers’
who vied for control over the Japanese market, the settlements increasingly

took on a character similar to other cities in East Asia with a colonial

presence.”

Just as Darwin had first postulated his own hypotheses in the clubs of St
James, overseas clubs became the most likely of forums to escape the
burdens of expatriate service, offering their members a conduit to the
metropole. The club became a familiar trope in the English literature on the
ports. It is both the antithesis of old Japan and the signifier of the new Japan,
but with only one thing missing, and that is the Japanese themselves. The
traditional view of the club as posited by works such as Orwell’'s Burmese
Days, paints a picture of racial exclusivity or a ‘Nirvana for which native officials

and millionaires pine in vain... the real seat of British power’.*®

However, the Orwellian view of overseas service exaggerated greatly the gulf

that existed between clubbable colonists and their hosts. For every club that

43 Hunt, R. & Harrison, J. (eds) The District Officer in India, 1930-1947, London. pp. 127-8.

44 . . . -
Orwell, G. 1934. Burmese Days. London. Chapter Two of Orwell’'s book begins with a brief description of the
club and its importance in the Imperial system.

45 . . .

Former U.S Consul-General, Roy, M. Melbourne wrote of the typically ‘English colonial atmosphere’ of Kobe
with its social clubs as late as the 1930s, in 1993. Conflict and Crises: a Foreign Service story, University of
Press of America.

46 Orwell. G. 1934. Burmese Days, London. Chapter 2 (digital edition)
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excluded non-white residents, there were several that opened their doors to
them.*” While it was perhaps the most well-known institutions that exhibited
the worst characteristics of colonialism, it would appear that for every extreme
example of exclusionism, there were cases of racial and cultural interaction
that went against the grain of the traditional view of race as power politics in
the colonial sphere.*® Colonial outposts in the Burmese hill tracts, for example,
were often lonely positions where socialising with local populations was
encouraged on both sides as a matter of social harmony, if not at least for the
sake of the sanity of the foreign official. Therefore, the further away from the
gravitational pull of the colonial centre, the less rigid and looser the traditional

codes of cultural interaction.

" Cohen, B. B. 2015. In the Club: Associational life of Colonial South Asia, Manchester University Press.

48 Hunt, R & Harrison, J (eds). 1980. The District Officer in India, 1930-1947, London. pp. 126.
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Literature Review:

Locating the Club in the Contemporary Sources:

Introduction:

Primary source material solely concerning the clubs is somewhat thin on the
ground. Most of the English language papers in the settlements published the
minutes of club meetings, however, these are often little more than financial
records or sporting fixtures. Very rarely do they offer any insight into the inner
workings of settlement society or the relationship between members. Where
they do provide valuable information is by providing the names of those
present. This enables a certain amount of detective work to be carried out
whereby an examination of other contemporary or modern day sources can
reveal the importance of that member, if any, to the success of the settlement

and the legacy that they may have left behind.

Archive material, such as settlement newspapers and journals, are as yet not
fully available as online resources. A complete catalogue of virtually all of
Japan’s foreign newspapers can be found in the Yokohama Archives of
History, housed in the former British Consulate building in the city. Similarly, in
Kobe, a complete record of all of that city’s foreign newspapers is available at
the Kobe City Archives. While this research has made use of primary sources

wherever possible, secondary sources have been used if the primary source
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has been unavailable, or inaccessible in the timeframe of writing this research.
Special note should also be given to the work of scholars such as lan Ruxton
in his role as transcriber of diplomatic correspondence and diaries of the
British diplomat Sir Ernest Satow. This volume makes use of several of
Ruxton’s compendiums in which he has transcribed lengthy longhand diary
entries and correspondence for the convenience of those with an interest in
Japanese studies.* These extremely detailed works give invaluable insight
into the settlement world in a way that would be painstakingly difficult and

time-consuming otherwise.

Some additional problems associated with using the clubs as a basis for
research on settlement society is that many of the cited works in this thesis
make only a passing mention to the clubs, barely giving any other detail other
than the fact that they existed in the first place. Most foreign visitors to Japan
found the existence of the foreign settlements, replete with their European
architecture and cosmopolitan population as an anachronistic side-show that
detracted from their overall ‘Japanese’ experience. In addition to primary
source material, this review also highlights mention of the clubs which appear
briefly in secondary sources concerned with settlement history or individuals.

Therefore, while mention of the clubs tends to be scanty at best, this review

“9 This thesis makes use of a number of Ruxton’s compiled works of the correspondence of Ernest Satow,
including, Ruxton, I. 2002. Sir Ernest Satow (1843-1929) in Tokyo, 1895-1900, in Cortazzi, H. (eds) Britain and
Japan: Biographical Portraits Vol. IV, London; Ruxton, I. C. 2005. Correspondence of Sir Ernest Satow, British
Minister in Japan, 1895-1900, London, Lulu Press Inc..; 2007. The Semi-Official Letters of British Envoy Sir
Ernest Satow from Japan and China, 1895-1906, North Carolina, Edwin Mellen Press.; 2010. The Diaries of
Ernest Satow, British Minister in Tokyo (1895-1900), North Carolina, Edwin Mellen Press.
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serves as a compendium of the sources which pay particular reference to the
clubs, which although not exhaustive, contains possibly the largest collection
of reference material concerning the all-male associational gathering places of

Japan’s foreign settlements.

Though Japan had remained closed to most foreign visitors, the Japan of the
European popular imagination had fostered an enigmatic image of the
country, and those who had the chance to work and travel there often
documented what they saw for prosperity with a privileged fascination still
palpable to the modern day reader. However, the enthusiasm for all things
Japanese soon wore off for the average settler, replaced instead with an
atmosphere of suspicion. Familiar tendencies towards Eurocentrism emerged
in the 1880s with tired and jaded criticisms of Japanese trade duplicity
becoming more common in the lead up to 1900 and beyond.® This mixture of
fascination, respect and even derision in equal measure elicited a cross-
cultural encounter that was unique in character to anything else within the

East Asian colonial sphere.

Perhaps the earliest Japanese encounter of an elite club took place in 1862
with the arrival of the Takenouchi Mission, the first official Japanese embassy
visit to Europe. Shibata Takenaka, the head of staff documented as visit to an

unspecified club, which left the samurai somewhat baffled by its function.

50 Ernold, E. 1891. pp. 379
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Commenting on the club Shibata noted that the organisation, ‘were perhaps set
up because many officers travel into work from outlying districts, and the cost of
renting houses in the city is so high’.>* Shibata’s reference to officers may allude
to the club in question being the Army and Navy Club in London’s St James
district. If clubs were so exclusive, why bother to showcase them to the visiting
Japanese when there were arguably more pressing engagements to attend
to? Undoubtedly, the visit was intended to showcase the club as a major civic
institution to the visiting Japanese dignitaries, perhaps in the hope that it
would encourage them to start a similar institution. The inaugural reception of
such a distinguished group involved a number of military top-brass, and the
visit was no doubt intended to impress upon the visitors the opulence of the
premises, which had only been completed nine years prior to the delegations
arrival. ®? It would therefore appear that Japan’s first encounter with club
culture as a ‘way of life’, in the sense of the civic role, took place almost as

soon as the Japanese had set foot in London.

Japanese Clubs:

Less than forty years later similar Japanese institutions were mushrooming
throughout the Tokyo administrative landscape. Perhaps nothing better
emphasises the enthusiasm for Western culture during the Meiji era than the

ill-fated Rokumeikan, or Deer Cry Pavilion. Built by the English architect,

°1 Shibata Takenaka, Futsuei Ko, in Numata, J & Matsuzawa, H. (eds) 1974. Seiyo Kenbunshu, Nihon Shiso
Taikei, vol. 66, c. f. Cobbing, A. 1998. The Japanese Discovery of Victorian Britain. London. pp. 92

52 Dickens, C. Jr. 1879. Dickens’s Dictionary of London, London.
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Josiah Conder, at the behest of the then Foreign Minister, Inoue Kaoru, the
Rokumeikan became a shining example of Japan’s entrance on to the world’s
stage. The building itself had become a testament to a way of life, a symbol
that Japan was now truly modern, and perhaps even ‘clubbable’. Designed as
a showcase of Meiji progress, the building was intended to impress on foreign
dignitaries the scale of the country’s level of commitment towards
Westernisation. However, as the Meiji administration became increasingly
frustrated with the lack of progress towards treaty revision, the building’s main
backer, Inoue, had fallen from grace. For a decade the fate of the premises
seemed uncertain until Conder was once again commissioned this time to
renovate the poorly maintained and earthquake ravaged structure as a home

for the Kazoku Kaikan (Peer’s Club) in 1897.°

Kazoku, (flowery lineage) was the term given to the merger of daimyo and
kuge sections of Japanese society at the cusp of the Meiji restoration.>
Japan’s peerage system was similar to, but quite distinct from, the system
which existed amongst the British aristocracy until quite recently. In this
respect, Japanese peerage was beginning to reflect some of the
characteristics and values of European administrations. The emergence of
informal institutions such as the Kazoku Kaikan, were evidence of a top-down

influence of similar institutions that were being replicated from the metropole

%3 Watanabe, T. 1996. Josiah Conder’'s Rokumeikan: Architecture and National Representation in Meiji Japan, in
Art Journal, Vol. 55, No. 3, Japan 1868-1945: Art, Architecture, and National Identity. pp. 25.

54 . .
Lebra-Sugiyama, T. 1993. Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Japanese Nobility, Los Angeles.
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in situ in the emerging commercial centres of Japan. Proof then, that the
fundamentally European, or even arguably British, concept of the exclusive
gentleman’s club had penetrated the highest rung of Japanese social life.
Prior to this, in 1884 the Tokyo Club was formed whose supporting members
were drawn from the imperial household. Membership was intended for both
Japanese and foreigner, catering largely high ranking Japanese and
foreigners with official standing, the Tokyo Club was a shining example of

Japan’s willingness to embrace western societal norms.>®

Unfortunately, mixed membership clubs appear to have been rare. Regardless
of being unofficially excluded from foreign clubs, the Japanese appear to have
been content to form their own, perhaps even understanding the need for the
two communities to be separate as in the case with the kazouku kaikan, few
Japanese members would been comfortable mixing with foreigners of lower
rank. Within Japanese language and culture itself at the time there existed
rigid rules regarding uchi-soto, or in-group/out-group which in the 1890s were

far more pronounced than they are in the twenty first century.

While many of the Sat-Cho leading men had dealings with foreign merchants
who had facilitated arming the former rebel clans, attitudes towards foreign
traders remained tepid. Many Japanese viewed foreign merchants as

opportunistic money grabbers who had gravitated to Japan in search of

> Cortazzi, H & Webb, G. (eds). 1988. pp. 226
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success which had alluded them at home. Commenting on the stereotypical
Yokohama clubbable merchant, a Japanese observer, J. Okuda wrote, ‘many
who would be taken for counter jumpers in Regent Street, pose as merchant princes
on the Bluff at Kanagawa. With their Lilliputian races and regattas, their imitative
Chambers of Commerce, and their pot-house clubs, they ape the customs, while they
ignore the manners of their countrymen at home’. *®* However, Japanese
interpretations of the concept of the club appear to have been more inclusive
than those of the foreign community. Perhaps the best example was the
Maple Club or Koyo-kan, a unique restaurant-cum-club which never failed to
Impress overseas guests. This purely Japanese institution became a favourite
of foreign visitors and gained a reputation for their refinement, elegance, and

inclusiveness, accolades which were never bestowed on foreign institutions.>’

Primary Sources and First-hand Accounts of the Settlements:

Much of the first-hand accounts of the foreign encounter with Japan concern
themselves with the classical juxtaposition of Occident vs. Orient. These are
generally written by so-called ‘globetrotter’s’, relatively well-off individuals who
came to Japan as tourists and then later published their travelogues as factual

accounts, and ‘on-the-ground’ auto-biographical accounts of a life spent in the

56 London and China Express, 25/7/1985, c. f Checkland, O. 1989. pp. 103
>7 Sladen, D. 1895. The Japs at Home, London. pp. 220 ; Street, J. 1921. Mysterious Japan, Toronto. pp. 131
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service of the Meiji government.”® Within these often voluminous, generally
plodding accounts of Japanese culture and religion are short chapters relating
to the foreign settlements of Yokohama, and occasionally Kobe and Nagasaki.
Many of these foreign writers had the greatest of curiosity and respect for
Japanese culture, yet at other times viewed the Japanese and their
government with the harshest of criticism, and in many cases derision.”® A
large part of this dichotomy stems from the established ideals of the time
concerning progress and the dominance of Western European civilisation,
however, many of these accounts offer a window on the emerging social
divisions artificially created by the treaty port system; a system which dictated
how Asian relations with the West would progress throughout the nineteenth
century. While these accounts can be very interesting reading, the focus is
generally on Japanese culture, while the foreign settlement is generally

viewed as an afterthought or even completely ignored.

However, within some of these travelogues are some valuable insights into
the nature of settlement society. We learn, for example, the importance of
institutions such as the race club, whereby Yokohama residents 'did not know

anything about Japan except pony racing, nor do they wish to, a fact that they soon let

58 _ . . L .
This text makes use of a number of these monographs for their, often scant, descriptions of treaty port society.
A few of these include: Griffis, W. E. 1876. The Mikado’s Empire, London; Holtham, E. G. 1881. Eight Years in
Japan, London; Scidmore, E. R. 1891. Jinrikisha Days in Japan, London; Sladden, D. 1895. Journeys Among the
Gentle Japs, London; Morris, J. 1895. Advance Japan, London; Smith, L. E. 1900. West and by East, New York;
Street, J. 1921. Mysterious Japan, London; Thompson, A. M. 19007 Japan for a Week (Britain Forever), London.

°9 Brunton, R. H. 1991. Building Japan, 1868-1876. Sandgate. See also editorials from the Hiogo News a Kobe
English language newspaper which was strongly anti-Japanese. The newspapers one-time editor and editor of
the Japan Chronicle, was also known to be scathingly critical in his criticism of Japan. See, Young, R. 1919. The
Foreigner in Japan, in Morton-Cameron, W. H. (eds) Present-Day Impressions of Japan, London. pp. 411-412.
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you know’.?° Or similarly that, ‘an incredible amount of excitement, truly British, is
got up over Oriental horseflesh’.®® W. E. Griffins, in his book The Mikado's
Empire goes on to emphasise the importation of British class prejudice,
framing his opinion with the metaphor of ‘happy club men’,°? the merchant class
on which the port settlements relied. While such casual mentions give us only
fleeting glimpses of the inner workings of settlement society, the ubiquitous
club in treaty port literature speaks volumes regarding the power relationships
that shaped the East Asian settlement public sphere. Many books written by
travelling foreigners, such as Griffith’'s account above, made specific reference
to the clubs, or were often written within the club itself, even mentioning
members by name.® Clubs were the go-to point of contact for travellers
wishing to explore the country, and official guides such as Terry’s Japanese

Empire further emphasised the importance of the club as a ‘recognisable

necessity in the social and commercial life of the port’ even as late as 1914.%

There were several extraterritorial treaty ports at various stages in Japan prior
to their abolition in 1899. However the three most important as centres of, not

only Western commerce, but also of Western culture, were Yokohama, Kobe

60 c.f. Leupp, G. P. Interracial Intimacy in Japan: Western Men and Japanese Women, 1543-1900. London. pp.
160

61 Griifis, W. E. 1876. The Mikado’'s Empire, London. pp. 340
62 (Ibid.) pp. 337

Manthorpe, V. 1986. Travels in the Lands of the Gods: 1898-1907: the Japan Diaries of Richard Gordon
Smith, London. Smith was an Edwardian explorer and naturalist who was based in Kobe for a number of years. It
is clear from his diary that he spent much of his time at the Kobe Club. His diary remained unpublished until
1986.

64 . . . .
Terry, T. P. 1914. Terry’s Japanese Empire, Including Korea and Formosa, with Chapters on Manchuria, the
Trans-Siberian Railway, and the Chief Ocean Routes to Japan, London. pp. 9
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and Nagasaki respectively. From a research point of view, Kobe is often
overlooked as a city where both Japanese and foreigner lived in close
proximity but rarely mingled to the extent that could be considered anywhere
close to being truly international. That is, while there was certainly an
‘international community’, it was one which existed completely separately from
its Japanese counterpart, and a community from which the Japanese were
often exempt. Settlement life was summed up neatly by Lafcadio Hearn who
described Kobe as ‘an oasis of Occidental life in the vast unknown of the Far

East’.%

Hearn, Kipling and the Club:

In terms of professional penmanship with regard to the significance of the
clubs we have brief mentions from two of the nineteenth century’s most
prominent expatriate writers, Lafcadio Hearn (1850-1904) and Rudyard Kipling
(1865-1936). Hearn lived out the remainder of his life in Japan, where he took
a Japanese wife. Initially rejecting the foreign sanctuary of the settlements,
Hearn would stay for a short while in Kobe where he was guest editor of the
Kobe Chronicle between 1894-96, while it was under the ownership of the
editor Robert Young. Hearn remains perhaps our most neutral commentator
on life in Japan during the era in question. Adored by both Western and

Japanese audiences, Hearn was an astute observer of the comings and

65 . .
Hearn, L. 1897. Kokoro: hints and echoes of Japanese Inner Life. London. pp. 122
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goings of the foreign settlement while opting to emerge himself in the
intricacies of Japanese life and shunning the sanctuary of the concession.
Unfortunately, Hearn’s eccentric character meant that he generally avoided
the clubs entirely, or certainly would have us believe that this was the case.
Speaking of the Tokyo Club, Hearn mentions his fondness for the reading

room stating:

‘the Tokyo Club [Rokumeikan] was a great surprise to me. Architecturally
and otherwise, it would be a great credit to any city in the world. The
reading room is an invaluable advantage. Still I could never accustom
myself to that kind of life. It has an occasional high value for me: just to

dip into its atmosphere’.®

Here he briefly acknowledges his fondness for club reading rooms, showing
another unique aspect of the club, that of a library. Clubs were some of the
largest, if not the largest, repositories of western literature to be found in
Japan in the nineteenth century.® This in itself was a major draw for

prospective members and another link with the metropole.

While Hearn may stand as the antithesis of what would be the atypical ‘club

man’, Rudyard Kipling serves as his clubbable counterpart. Within Kipling’s

66 Hearn, L. 1910. The Japanese Letters of Lafcadio Hearn, New York. pp. 354

67 The Yokohama United Club was known to house an excellent library and contained the entire back catalogue
of the Royal Asiatic Society. See, Terry, T. P. 1914. pp. xviii
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work on Japan, we see a clearer view of the inner-circle of settlement club
society. While Hearn was painfully shy, Kipling was eminently sociable, giving
us some of the best existing insights into the club as a way of life for the
British expatriate in Japan. In reference to his own colonial insecurity, Kipling
includes himself as one of the ‘Outside Men’, those who lived outwith the
British Isles, or more importantly, England itself. In a speech given at the
Tokyo Club, Kipling paid homage to the men of the ports, who he viewed as
belonging to the same cadre of those who could be found in Singapore,
Burma or India. For Kipling, the treaty ports were part of an almost
homogenous culture of which he himself belonged. Far from seeing himself as
an outsider in Yokohama, he identified with ‘the very same type of men as those
among whom [he had] been bred and trained’.®® Kipling had little interest in Japan
or its culture, for him the real interest lay in the stories he could capture from
the conversations he shared with his fellow Outside Men propping up the club
bar. For it was here, in the ubiquitous Overseas Club that one got ‘to know
some little of the life of the community’.®® From this homage alone we are given
the clearest insight into Yokohama’s social milieu as Kipling describes the

diversity of the club membership:

‘Consuls and judges of the Consular Courts meet men over on leave from

the China ports, or it may be Manila, and they all talk tea, silk, banking,

o8 Kipling, R. 1892. Kipling at the Tokyo Club, in Japan Weekly Mail, 7/5/1892
69 Kipling, R. 1892. Letter Two, in Cortazzi, H & Webb, G. (eds). 1988. pp. 211
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and the exchange with the fixed residents... Government and gunboats may

open a land, but it is the men of the Overseas Club that keep it open’.”

For Kipling, the club represented all that was good concerning the Empire, his
glowing eulogy making it impossible for him to hide his own admiration for a
group whom he clearly felt kinship with. His adoration for the club did not fail
to note that, despite its air of internationalism, theirs was a community which

hinged on prejudice.

Previous Research on the Japanese Foreign Settlements:

Up until this point, we have focused on reference material concerning the
clubs by those who actually frequented them. Let us turn now to evidence of
the clubs which can be found in modern scholarship concerning he ports.
What can be referred to as 'classic works' of the genre concerning Japan’s
treaty ports such as, G. B. Sansom's The Western World and Japan: A Study
in the Interaction of European and Asiatic Cultures (1949), and Grace Fox's
Britain and Japan: 1858-1883 (1969) give scant reference to any of the social
aspects of their citizenry apart from occasional acknowledgment. Indeed, the
importance of Yokohama as the largest trading centre stressed in most works
generally supersedes the often overlooked cultural and economical

significance of Kobe and Nagasaki. A comprehensive PhD thesis by J. E.

0 (Ibid.) pp. 212
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Hoare in 1970 and long delayed final publication in 1994, Japan's Treaty Ports
and Foreign Settlements: the Uninvited Guests 1858 — 1899, is perhaps the
first modern work to undertake a full analysis on the impact of the foreign
settlements on Japan's economic development, yet the book devotes less
than ten pages regarding the social aspects of the foreign residents and the

tensions that existed between the foreign and Japanese residents.

Jones’s Live Machines, mentioned earlier, still remains a valuable work of
reference regarding the role of foreign employees in Japan, but again remains
very Tokyo-centric with scant reference to Kobe and its inhabitants. In
general, Jones’ book is more about the Meiji system that regulated the yatoi
scheme than about the specific role of foreigners in the extraterritorial period.
However, there are a number of valuable sources in the bibliography which
exemplifies the depth of her research on the subject. No doubt due to the
seemingly unstoppable rise of Japan's baburu keiki, literally 'bubble economy"’,
there was a renewed interest in the Western involvement in Japanese
economic success. Former diplomat and academic, Hugh Cortazzi's
Victorians in Japan: In and Out of the Treaty Ports (1987), Pat Barr's Deer Cry
Pavilion: A Story of Westerners in Japan (1988), and Olive Checkland's
Britain's Encounter with Meiji Japan, 1868-1812 (1989), paved the way for a
resurgence in scholarship on the expatriate contribution to Japan, and like the
work of Williams, the research by these authors offer a comprehensive view of

the era and remain valuable reference works due the their mastery of a wide
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range of sources, including English language newspapers from the period.
Japanese economic dominance almost definitely played a role in the urbane,
often humorous style of the above mentioned author's works that makes their
research valuable additions to the corpus on expatriate life in Japan. However,
each author stops short of anything other than anecdotal homages with very
little in the way of critical analysis of the impact that expatriate life had on the
Japanese psyche in the lead up to the Pacific War. In general with the above
authors, there seems an overall reluctance to tackle the topic of racial
segregation or conflict during this era, and for whatever reason, this facet of

expatriate life in Japan remains yet to be fully researched.

Each of these authors has published widely on the subject of the foreign
experience in recent years. Checkland’'s essay The Scots in Meiji Japan
(1985) highlights the important role that Scots engineers, in particular, played
in Japan’s modernization. Scots were of course in abundance in the treaty
ports of Shanghai and Hong Kong. Due to the prominence of Jardine &
Matheson, many Scots naturally gravitated towards Japan, and Matheson’s
own William Keswick was first in line to buy Lot No.1 in Yokohama.”* Cortazzi
also regularly compiles and edits the Britain and Japan: Biographical Portraits
series, which recently published their eighth, and final, volume. These

volumes are invaluable as they represent the work of a wide number of

e Checkland, O. 1985. The Scots in Meiji Japan, 1868-1912, in Cage, R. A (eds). The Scots Abroad — Labour,
Capital, Enterprise, 1750-1914. London. pp. 251-271
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scholars that outline the histories of a number of influential figures from British

political, cultural and official capacity who made their mark on Japan.’?

Hazel Jones’ Live Machines mentioned above, is an excellent study of the
oyatoi gaikokujin experiment, yet her study generally concerns the higher
echelons of the foreign community and provides little detail of the ordinary
‘man on the street’ as it were of the Meiji and Taisho eras. However, her book
and subsequent article Live Machines Revisited in 1990 provides a detailed
bibliography upon which to base further study. Her mastery of Japanese
sources regarding hired hands is perhaps unparalleled to this day and the rich
detail in which she analyses the inner workings of the Meiji administration
responsible for hiring foreign experts remains as insightful as ever.
Essentially, Jones’ work tells us more about the development of the Meiji
government from fledging democratic government to full blown imperial power.
However, Jones highlights the fact that many yatoi saw themselves as
emissaries of their own national culture and bolstered by high salaries and
unrivalled positions of importance, became the victims of their own egos,
which ultimately set them at odds with their Japanese employers.”® Quite
often the views concerning status and responsibility were often at polar odds
between foreigner and Japanese. While many such instances are

documented by Jones, the further ramifications of that these encounters had

72 . . . . .
Cortazzi, H. (eds). 2002. Britain and Japan: Biographical Portraits, Vol. I-VIIl. London.
& Jones, H. 1980. Live Machines. pp. 81.
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in the preceding years when Japanese nationalism began to show itself in a
darker light is never fully explored. Neither are the social lives of the various
professionals whom the book is based. Apart from the odd mention of
drunkenness or the ‘club’, which we are always told is important, but never

why.

Three recent publications have shed some welcome light on the history of
Kobe, a city whose foreign history has been long ignored by scholars in favour
of the more widely documented Yokohama. The first, by Keiko Tamura,
entitled Forever Foreign: Expatriate Lives in Historical Kobe (2007) published
by the National Library of Australia, deals with the life of Ernest James in detail
and highlights the lives of several Kobe residents using material gleaned from
the Williams collection. A more detailed account of Williams' life can be found

in another article by Tamura.”

While Tamura's book is a fascinating insight into the lives of four individual
expatriates, there is room for an analysis of how expatriate residents
interacted, not just with each other, but with the wider Japanese community as
a whole. In the end there remain some fundamental unanswered questions as
to what level the expatriate population integrated with the Japanese
population in Kobe. Namely, in what way were expatriates in Kobe different to

expatriate communities that existed in other countries with a strong European

“ Tamura, K. 2006. Harold Williams and His Japan, in Ackland, M, and Oliver, P. (ed.), Unexpected Encounters:
Neglected Histories behind the Australia-Japan Relationship, Monash University, pp. 29-47.
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influence? Did the same institutions that developed in Kobe operate in similar
ways to those in other colonial or semi-colonial contexts? Was there any
friction between the two communities and what was the cause? Secondly,
Williams as an author and as a resident of Japan maintained an estranged
relationship with Japan and the Japanese. While Tamura's book highlights
Williams' life and personal exploits, the question of how he perceived the
Japanese is never really adequately addressed, perhaps for obvious reasons.
As Tamura's book was commissioned by the Australian National Library, the
merits of the research lie in the fact that foreigners are portrayed from a
Japanese perspective, and therefore, there is perhaps a tendency to focus on
the positive aspects of this relationship. While there is no harm in doing so,
there is also room for an approach that focuses on the, for want of a better
terminology, darker aspects of the often fraught relationships between
foreigners and Japanese that existed during this period. Life was evidently not
all a bed of roses, as the Pacific War emerged out of not only political
maneuvering, but also out of a number of ingrained racial paradigms that had
been directed at the Japanese and all Asian peoples for the better part of two
hundred years. They were effectively the embodiment of the 'Yellow Peril' that

terrified so many Western observers at the dawn of the twentieth century.”

Kevin Murphy's The American Merchant Experience in Nineteenth-Century

Japan (2005), as the title suggests, is predominantly focused on the American

75 . . _ L . . .
Lyman, M. S. 2000. The 'Yellow Peril' Mystique: Origins and Vicissitudes of a Racist Discourse, in
International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society, Vol. 13, No. 4 (Summer).
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expatriate community in Yokohama, however, he also cites a number of
sources that are specific to Kobe. Murphy's approach is primarily concerned
with the day-to-day reality of life on the ground in the foreign settlements and
offers an intimate and revealing portrait of life in the settlements. Akin to the
work of Checkland in its mix of anecdote and scholarship, Murphy attempts to
show that the foreign community was at pains to prolong the extraterritoriality
system as long as possible, whereby they sought to recreate as much of their
own culture in the settlements as a kind of psychological buffer zone to protect
themselves from the ‘alienness’ of life in Japan. Murphy's depiction of life in
the settlements is essentially bleak in outlook as it portrays the loneliness of
expatriate life and the psychological mechanisms created by the community to
help them survive it. Here we see the fundamental need for recreational
Institutions such as the race course, the cricket ground, and the sports club as
essential parts of community existence in order to maintain an element of
cultural sanity for the foreign community. Murphy's assertion that the image of
success became an important part of foreign life as there was widespread fear
that the ending extraterritoriality would bring to an end the halcyon period of

the expatriate lifestyle and privileges. "®

The last and most recent book concerning the formation of the foreign
settlement deals specifically with Kobe. Opening a Window to the West: The

Foreign Concession at Kobe Japan, 1868-1899 (2014) by Peter Ennals is a

76 . . Lo
Murphy, K. 2003. The American Merchant Experience in Nineteenth-Century Japan. Harvard.
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welcome addition to the genre. Primarily concerned with ‘place-making’,
Ennals looks at the settlement from the perspective of historical geography.
Ennals makes good use of the sources previously mentioned as well as the
four English language newspapers that were based in Kobe. They are the
Hiogo and Osaka Herald (1869-75), Hiogo News (1868-88), The Kobe
Advertiser and Shipping Register (1879), and the Kobe Chronicle (1897-8).
Ennals’ contribution is the first to devote all of its pages specifically to Kobe,
however, by focusing on the narrow period of 1868-99, we are told nothing of
the foreign community after this period. Primarily concerned with the
geopolitical context of the port, the books final chapter gives some detail
regarding the social lives of those who resided in the concession, but at a
mere fourteen pages, Ennals has little to add that has not already been said
previously. '’ He does observe that the Recreation Ground played an
important role in port society, but he does not explore to what extent, or to
whom that importance lay with. However, he does devote several of those
pages to the social clubs, yet offers little in the way of analysing the

importance and function of those clubs in community life.

Extraterritoriality Case Studies:

Modern day Kobe is perhaps Japan’s first modern city. Born during the

tumultuous years of transition from the Tokugawa feudal system of

" Ennal, P. 2014. Opening a Window on the West: The Foreign Concession at Kobe, Japan, 1868-1899.
Toronto.
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government to the prosperous and stable yeas of the Meiji government, Kobe
was governed as an extraterritorial enclave along with Japan’s other so-called
‘treaty ports’ until the formal handover of 1899. Generally regarded as a British
system that was imposed on many of the colonial trading hubs of South Asia,
extraterritoriality was primarily implemented for maximum profit. Treaty ports
were essentially tax havens in that imported goods were subject to a reduced
tariff, undoubtedly negotiated at the expense of the country in which the port
was based. As Japan’s bureaucratic structure was similar to that of China,
where imported goods were subject to various charges at point of entry and at
different stages thereafter, extraterritoriality was hugely attractive to Western
traders who had long eyed the potential of the Asian market as the system
allowed them to import goods at a reduced tariff at point of entry only.
Essentially acting as the gateways into the heart of the country the ports
inevitably began to attract not only international traders, but shopkeepers,
tradesmen, journalists and a whole myriad of social classes. Similar in make-
up, but significantly smaller to China’s Shanghai or even the British controlled
Hong Kong, the Japanese treaty ports operated under the umbrella of
Japanese sovereignty but were essentially bound by Euro-American

jurisdiction.

While initially the Western expatriate communities that formed in these cities

were often fleeting, in that they were primarily based on short-term trade

agendas, there was a gradual formation of a transnational community which
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consisted of those who sought a permanent base for themselves and their
families that differed from the many other expatriates who were occupied in
more liminal roles in the community. More often than not, these communities
coalesced around similar frameworks that existed in other parts of the globe in
what can be termed the ‘colonial public sphere’,”® perhaps most recognizably
via the replication of the socio-cultural mores of the ‘home’ countries. Kobe
was no exception in this regard, and indeed due to the relatively small size of
the Kobe settlement, we can examine closely how the social networks of this
city evolved around familiar colonial-esque institutions that were formed
around the social and cultural divisions that characterised the period. Whereas
prior to the sakoku era the Japanese were in many ways seen as equals in
the racial hierarchy,® the clear demarcation of the treaty port along racial
lines, as well as the exclusion of Eurasian patrons in the social clubs reveal a
more telling representation of racial perceptions of the Japanese among
Western residents in the Meiji era. While Japan escaped the colonialism that
blighted the wider region in the nineteenth century, it may be argued that
under extraterritoriality that it did not escape entirely. For much of the last fifty
years of the nineteenth century, and beyond, the Japanese were subject to

many of the indignities of the ideology of racial discrimination that permeated

from the West, while at the same time emulated many of the Wests more

8 Sinha, M. 2001. Britishness, Clubbability, and the Colonial Public Sphere: The Genealogy of an Imperial
Institution in Colonial India, in Journal of British Studies, Vol. 4, No. 4.

& Nocentelli, C. 2008. The Erotics of Mercantile Imperialism: Cross-Cultural Requitedness in the Early Modern
Period, in Journal for Early Modern Studies, Vol. 8, No. 1, pp. 134-152. See also Elisonas, J. S. A. 2005. The
Evangelic Furnace: Japan's First Encounter with the West, in de Bary, T, Gluck, C, & Tiedermann, A, E. (eds)
Sources of Japanese Tradition: 1600-2000, New York. pp. 152.
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regrettable characteristics by eagerly adopting their own colonial policies.
However, by successfully adopting the Western bureaucratic model, Japan
was able to remove the yoke of Western imperialism that it shouldered, albeit

briefly, during the extraterritorial period.

In the years preceding and after negotiating the end of this momentous coup
in Japanese international relations, the Japanese radically altered the
geopolitical landscape of the region by defeating first the Qing Dynasty of
China in order to take control of the Korean Peninsula in the Sino-Japanese
War of 1894-5, and then Russia in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5. From
this point onward the Japanese continued to develop both economically and
militarily at a similar rate to many Western nations that had previously been
privy to extraterritorial rights in Japan. ® Thanks to the swift economic
transition from a localised market economy based primarily on agriculture to a
fully-fledged industrial economy with a global outlook, the Japanese enjoyed a
level of autonomy that was unique among Asian nations during an era of high
imperialism. In his book Legal Imperialism (2010), Kayaoglu has stated that
because of the willingness to conform to the Western model, Japan
experienced relatively minimal meddling from the great powers, providing it a
level of security to transform its domestic institutions and develop its

economy.® He highlights three reasons for this, firstly that associated with

80 Howe, C. 1996. The Origins of Japanese Trade Supremacy, New South Wales.

81 - . o .
Kayaoglu, T. 2010. Legal Imperialism: Sovereignty and Extraterritoriality in Japan, the Ottoman Empire, and
China. University of Washington. pp. 70-71.
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what Kipling famously described as the ‘great game’,®® the power struggle

between the British and Russian Empires. Due to the Russian defeat in the
Crimea, Russia looked East for a warm harbour in the Pacific in order to
consolidate its borders. The further development of the Trans-Siberian
Railway was seen as a direct challenge to British supremacy in East Asia as it
would allow the quick deployment of Russian troops into the region. The
already overstretched British Empire could do little to counter such a move
and therefore encouraged the Japanese to strengthen its naval capacity in
order to fend off the possibility of Russian advancement.®® While Britain had
little influence other than the role of trusted adviser during this era, the
Japanese were nevertheless keen for a military alliance with Britain in order to

strengthen its position in the region.

Secondly, while the Germans had previously been less active in pursuing
colonial territories than the other European powers, under Kaiser Wilhelm 1
the Germans entered the region in the 1890s attracted by the prospect of
large trade returns that would be gained by access to the Chinese market.
Thirdly, the Franco-Russian naval alliance in the region also meant that no
single outsider state could lay claim to having any dominance over Japan or
the region. While Japan’s surprise victory in the Sino-Japanese conflict of

1895 caused concern amongst the great powers, the abstention of the British

82 Kipling, R. 1901. Kim. London.
8 (Ibid.)
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from the Triple Intervention, perhaps hints at the possibility that the British
may have been eying the possibility of a military alliance at this early juncture
as a way of scuppering Russian strategy in the region. Yet in 1895 no
concessions were being asked of the Japanese in return for the abolition of
extraterritoriality by any of the great powers and the British may have simply
wished to remain in a neutral position. Essentially, Western rivals collaborated
with each other against the Japanese. Therefore, questions regarding the
impact of extraterritoriality on Japanese sovereignty should thus be
understood within the framework of Western versus non-Western context

rather than a state-centric and strategic one.?

As no single state alone held absolute jurisdiction in the treaty ports, a number
of Consular Courts were set-up with the specific task of dealing with disputes
between overseas nationals and the Japanese. Perhaps the most definitive
work on this facet of legal imperialism is Richard Chang’s The Justice of
Western Consular Courts in Nineteenth-Century Japan (1984). Chang states
that there was a widespread belief among the Japanese that the consular
courts were largely skewed in favour of the foreigners that they served. While
there were as many as fifteen of these courts representing mostly Euro-
American nations, Chang’s study is limited to that of the United States and
Great Britain, however, no data is offered regarding the other fourteen. One of

the most common problems with researching the expatriate community in

84 Kayaoglu, T. 2010. pp. 73.

56



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

Japan is the absence of sources. War and natural disasters have taken their
toll on many of the records of the various consular bodies based in Kobe and
beyond, with the exception of the British and the Americans who seem to have
been very particular with regards to record-keeping. However, as the prime
Occidental power during the period of extraterritoriality, and the most
influential player in Japan’s development during the Meiji era, Chang'’s study is
primarily focused on the consular proceedings of the British courts. Chang
highlights four significantly important cases in which he concludes that the
consular courts were indeed ‘fair' and that in virtually all of the thirty-five
hundred mixed cases involving British, American or Japanese the verdicts

remained unchallenged.®

While Chang’s study is primarily concerned with cases in Yokohama, and
specifically concerned with fairness rather than the cross-cultural interactions
that that led-up to the disputes in question, a more comprehensive view of the
socio-cultural relationship between white Euro-Americans and Asians in the
other ports is not offered. A significant case took place in 1886 when a ship
sank off the coast of Wakayama. The event became controversial as the
British registered vessel the Normanton lost all of the Japanese passengers,
while the British crew escaped in the lifeboats. Chang asserts that it was
widely believed among the Japanese, and reported in the Japanese media,

that the British had saved themselves at the expense of the Japanese

85 . -
Chang, T. 1984. The Justice of Western Consular Courts in Nineteenth-Century Japan. London.
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passengers, highlighting a deep mistrust among the Japanese population that
the extraterritorial system was exploitative. There may have been a number of
reasons for this. Firstly, the Japanese were generally unfamiliar with Western
legal proceedings, and few Japanese had the language skills to fully
understand the intricacies of the language associated with the courts. Even
intellectuals who were in favour of Westernisation, such as Baba Tatsui,
actively promoted the idea of the partiality of the courts as proof of the need
for treaty revision. A second and much more pragmatic reason was
associated with national pride. The very idea that Japanese justice was not
good enough for Westerners was extremely humiliating and a constant

reminder that the Japanese were considered inferior in the eyes of the West.®®

However, the majority of cases that took place in Kobe, for example, were
largely civil disputes between traders and suppliers. The fact that three
seperate studies of the consular courts have been undertaken in the last thirty
years, the most recent being Roberts’ British Courts and Extra-Territoriality in
Japan (2013), all of which have concluded that the courts actually worked in
favour of Japanese interests, suggests that discontent and prejudice in the
ports between the two communities stemmed from a different source.
Arguably, the system of informal segregation that existed throughout the Meiji

era and which continued virtually up until the Second World War, played a

86 . . .
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significant role in creating an atmosphere of suspicion and malcontent

amongst the local Japanese population.

The Harold S. Williams Collection and Connected Sources:

As we have already seen, sources that deal exclusively with the club in
Japan’s treaty ports are next to none. Havel Abend’s Treaty Ports of 1944
contains detailed descriptions of club life throughout East Asia, specifically
mentioning the Kobe Club on a number of occasions which suggests that the
author was in some way affiliated with a number of the East Asian clubs.
There are really only two works that deal solely with club history, and both are
compiled by the Australian historian, author, and former club member, Harold
S. Williams. Harold S. Williams OBE (1898-1987) still remains the most widely
referenced author in regard to Japan’s expatriate community. Throughout his
life, Williams had curated an extremely valuable number of rare monographs,
which were in many ways intended to replicate the grand libraries of the Kobe
club that had once owned obscure copies of travel books containing brief
chapters about foreign life in the ports. Indeed, a study based on the club life
of Japan’s ports would be nigh on impossible without the background research

carried out by H. S. Williams.

As Williams bequeathed his entire collection of material on Japan to the

National Library in Canberra, this topic of study is, rather ironically, better
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tackled in Australia rather than Japan. More importantly, Williams spent his life
documenting the history of Western relations with Japan, amassing a
collection of rare books, articles, scrapbooks, photos and other papers relating
to the history of the settlements, their influence on, and adaptation to,
Japanese society.?” Williams began his journey into historical research in the
1950s when he began writing a series called 'Shades of the Past’, for the
Mainichi Daily News in 1953. The series ran for over 20 years and during that

period the 66 articles were incorporated into four books.®®

Born in Melbourne in 1898, Williams spent practically all of his adult life in
Japan, and more specifically, Kobe. First arriving in Japan as a young medical
student on summer vacation in 1919, his initial intention was that of improving
his Japanese. Like so many foreigners who choose to settle in Japan, it
seems he was sufficiently wooed enough by the country to want to abandon
his medical studies and settle permanently. He quickly secured himself a
clerk's position at the Scottish silk trading firm Findlay Richardson & Co. in
Kobe. While working at the firm, Williams lodged in a boarding house ran by a
Mrs. James, mother of Ernest and David James, both of whom were
prominent members of the foreign community and members of the Kobe
Regatta & Athletic Club. It was through the James family that the young

Harold became a member of the club and many years later the clubs historian.

87 Collins, C. 2000. Guide to the Papers of Harold S. Williams in the National Library of Australia, National
Library of Australia. pp. iv.

Williams' other books include: Tales of the Foreign Settlements in Japan (1958), Shades of the Past, or
Indiscreet Tales of Japan (1959), and Foreigners in Mikadoland (1963).
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Williams attests that club life was central to the social lives of the young
Kobeites, as many of the foreign community referred to themselves as. In a
tight-knit community such as Kobe, learning how to ‘fit in' was of paramount
importance. As a member of the K. R. & A. C he quickly made a name for
himself as a great athlete. He was renowned as a great swimmer, perhaps not
surprising considering his Australian upbringing. Indeed his swimming
prowess earned him a commendation from the Governor of Hyogo prefecture
for saving two Japanese from drowning off the coast in 1928. Williams was
urged by his employers to join the Kobe Club and, in 1932 he became a
Freemason. By 1934 he had become the director of Findlay Richardson &
Co., however, like so many other foreign residents during the 1930s, life in
Japan for the Williams family became ever more precarious and the family
was forced to move in 1940. Williams entered the Australian Army upon his
arrival back home and, due to his intimate knowledge of Japanese language

and culture, quickly secured an intelligence position.

Williams was involved in the enquiry into the Cowra Breakout, an incident in
which 1000 Japanese POWSs attempted to escape an Australian POW camp in
1944. 234 Japanese and 4 Australian soldiers lost their lives in the attempt
with another 108 injured. In 1945 Williams was sent to Japan by the Australian
Army to work in the 2" Australian War Crimes Section, attached the Supreme

Command for the Allied Powers in Tokyo. While he was at this post Williams
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carried out a number of assignments, including an investigation into the
sinking of the POW transport ship the Montevideo Maru. In 1949 Williams was
discharged from the army and returned to Kobe with his family, receiving an

offer of employment from his old friend Ernest James.

Tamura stipulates that the Kobe foreign community could be seen as the last
phase of the colonial settlements that flourished in many parts of the British
Empire. Her afterthought on the lives of the residents highlights the reasons
these expatriates chose to stay in Japan and how they interacted, not only
with each other, but with the wider Japanese society around them. The author
also highlights that there is nothing unique about the formation of expatriate
societies, of which the clubs may be included. However, the power
relationships that existed between those two societies was quite different,
something that is not explored in Tamura’s study. One cannot argue, for
example, that the power relationship that exists now between the expatriate
Chinese communities in North America were formed on an equal set of
relationships similar to those that existed between Asian countries and
Western settler societies. Indeed, in many cases it seems to be the 'elephant

in the room’, regarding much of the current work on foreigners in Japan.

Undoubtedly, due to his war time experiences, there is an occasional

undercurrent of bitterness towards the Japanese reflected in the kind of

material that Williams compiled. Within William’s own network, the work of
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David Henry James, himself a long standing Kobe resident, carries within it a
deep resentment of Japanese treatment of foreign POWSs.®® However, much of
Williams’ writing was intended for a populist audience. Nevertheless, his
writing style and content is similar to several authors on the foreign experience
in Japan, Pat Barr® and W. G. Beasley.? Like these other ‘classics' there is a
somewhat jovial narrative to be found in much of the early research
concerning the primarily British expatriate experience of whom Williams was a
contemporary. Unfortunately, Williams' publications have not enjoyed the
longevity of the above authors, and perhaps for the reason explained
previously, his work is becoming increasingly difficult to find. Authors such as
Cortazzi,”® however, regularly use his material, and his status as a leading
authority on the foreign experience in Japan cannot be disputed. While it may
be easy to dismiss Williams' books as ‘non-academic’ in their treatment of
foreigners in Japan, authors such as Williams and others of his generation
should be credited for doing the 'leg-work’ in terms of compiling a large body
of information concerning foreigners in Japan, all the while leaving the reader
with very little analysis of the role of the foreigner in Japan. What this research
has attempted to do is to re-present the information that Williams gathered on

the clubs in a manner which is more suited to academic analysis. Although

89 . . .

James, D. H. 1951. The Rise and Fall of the Japanese Empire, London. James was also an accomplished
journalist and author, and it is clear from his correspondence with Williams that the older man was a major
source of material for Williams’ own work on the settlements.

90 See, Barr, P. 1967. The Coming of the Barbarians, 1968 The Deer Cry Pavilion, London.
o1 Beasley, W. G. 1968. The Modern History of Japan, London.

92 . . . . . . -
Cortazzi, H. 1987. Victorians in Japan: in and around the treaty ports, London. This volume by Cortazzi relies
heavily on Williams’ work for its descriptions of Kobe port.
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Williams himself wrote two books devoted entirely to Kobe’s club life, neither
of those books can really be considered an evaluation of the role of the club in
settlement society per se. Rather, they were first and foremost intended as
documents for preserving club history for posterity, and secondly to enlighten
contemporary members as to the importance of their club’s stature within the

development of the port itself.

Williams’ true feelings about Japan and the Japanese remain elusive. One
elderly resident of Kobe who knew Williams personally stated quite casually
that, 'Williams hated the Japanese. He could never forgive them for the war'.*® His
relationship with the country was clearly complex. A case in point was
Williams’ reaction to the state reception of the mother of the Japanese pilot of
the mini-sub attack on Sydney Harbour during WWII. Williams had intended to
criticise the Australian government for the lavish reception that she had
received upon her arrival. In the letter he states, 'quite obviously I could never be
happy in Australia anymore. | could never love the Japanese as much as the
Australians do, all for the sake of trade’.®* Interestingly, the letter was never sent.
However, it reveals that Williams was a conflicted individual never really able
to find his place in either Australian or Japanese society. Others have
described him as a difficult man who was fiercely protective of his role as

Kobe's resident historian and chronicler of the foreign community. In this

= Interview with David Jack founder of Kansai Time Out magazine. 2010.

o4 Williams, H. S. 1968. Midget Submarine Raid on Sydney Harbour 1942: Visit to Australia of Mother of Crew
Member 1968, Harold S. Williams Collection, National Library of Australia, MS/6681/2/34/2112.
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respect, it could be said that Williams was in love, not with Japan, but rather
with the foreign settlements. Like many of the foreigners who lived within the
old foreign settlements before WWII, adjusting to life after the war and the

changes that came with it were undoubtedly a challenge for him.

Ultimately, Williams' decision to bequeath his collection to Canberra is never
really fully answered by Tamura. While Williams was correctly concerned with
the prospect of frequent natural disasters in Japan, the decision appears to
have been one based upon bitter feelings and deep mistrust towards the
Japanese. When reading Williams it is important to remember that he was a
man of his time, brought up during an era of 'white Australia’ and prone to
commentary regarding race and ethnicity that seem casually reckless by
today's standards. Indeed Williams evoked many of the qualities of the 'frigid
Australian' referred to by O'Lincoln in his treatment regarding Australian
Imperialism in the years during and after the Pacific War.® However, Williams
clearly had a connection with Japan, especially in regard to the foreign
settlements, which he himself had spent the majority of his adult life being a

part of.

Clubs and the Gap in Treaty Port Case Studies:

95 . . . - e . . .
O'Lincoln. 2009. Whose Liberty? Australian Imperialism and the Pacific War, in Marxist Interventions, vol 1.
(Electronic Journal). Australian National University.
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This study seeks to illuminate the significance of the club as a cultural mainstay of
the ports and its importance in the formation of a settlement identity. At this juncture,
it is important to briefly explain the limits of this study. By the fact that this thesis is
centred around the clubs that were formed by the Euro-American population of the
ports, apart from a limited number of select Japanese sources, the majority of this
research is based upon the surviving documentary evidence available in English.
Additionally, this text does not cover the history of the German clubs and institutions
that emerged during the same time-frame. The result, therefore, is a view of the
treaty ports seen through a primarily Anglophone lens. Needless to say, there is
room for an expanded study of the clubs which could include not only a Japanese
perspective but also a history of the clubs formed and frequented primarily by

Japanese nationals.

Until such developments take place, this study is intended to shed light on the long
neglected influence of the club in the contemporary literature regarding the treaty
ports and their residents. While the historical context of this study takes place
primarily in Japan, its story has dual significance for those interested in the history of
Japan’s reconnection with the wider world, and also for those interested in the
migratory settlement patterns of Anglo-European populations. Furthermore, the story
of the club is invariably linked with the spread of imperialism and the trade
monopolies that went with it. As Japan has had its own experience with colonialism
and empire, this has tended to overshadow the impact of the relatively small and
short lived encounter that it had with the New Imperialism of the West. Therefore,

this study aspires to go some way towards gaining an understanding of just how
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much the socio-economic dynamics at play in the settlements had upon relationships

with their Japanese hosts.

As we have seen, there is no shortage of material on the history of the
Japan’s treaty ports. Within the genre in itself, there are less and less
phenomena left associated with the ports that have not already been explored.
One of the most noticeable absences, at least in English, are case studies
which deal exclusively with either Japan’s non-Caucasian or non-Asian foreign
population in the settlements. We know very little, for example, of the
settlement’s black populations yet references to black residents in the local
press and depictions in periodicals such as the Japan Punch give clear
indications that they occupied various roles from musicians to bar owners.
Gallicchio’s 2002 The African American Encounter with China and Japan:
Black Internationalism in Asia, 1895—1945, has gone some way towards
redressing the balance, however, there is still room for an exclusive Japanese
study. Similarly, there is a significant gender imbalance in regard to the
historical literature of the ports. Despite there being few foreign women in the
early years of settlement, a comprehensive study by Leupp in 2003, Interracial
Intimacy: western men and Japanese women 1593-1900, covers the mixed
relationships of both men and women in Japan. Nevertheless, a more
comprehensive study on the role of Western women in the settlements would
be a welcome addition to the field. Unfortunately, as the two minority groups
mentioned above were barred from most club environments, this study

analyses the associational lives of the predominantly white male residents of
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the settlement who held club membership.

In recent years there has been renewed interest in the club as a social
phenomenon in contemporary scholarship. Perhaps the most recent study In
the Club: Associational life of Colonial South Asia, by Benjamin Cohen, published in
2015, has shed new light on the significance of the clubs in relation to the British
Empire. Crucially, Cohen highlights the role of the club as a conduit which allowed its
members access to not only a valuable business and trading network within their city
and country of residence, but also to a global network of reciprocal institutions which
formed part of a set of ‘transnational imperial linkages’.?® However, Cohen’s work
focuses explicitly on the contexts of race, class, and gender in relation to South
Asian colonial life, with very little reference being made to the club phenomena in the

context of the wider British colonial public sphere.

Barbara Black's 2013 A room of His Own: A Literary-Cultural Study of Victorian
Clubland, is another fascinating insight, this time into the world of London clubdom,
and offers a comprehensive history of the rise of club culture and associational
networks in that city. Black’'s study does well to argue the influence that London’s
most famous clubs had on not only the formation of the Victorian gentleman but also
the way in which club politics mirrored and perhaps even shaped the political
character of the British government itself. However, while the book gives a wide
overview of the variety of institutions available to London’s clubbable gentlemen, the

book falls short of examining how their apparent influence on domestic cultural and

% Cohen, 2015. Pp. 68.
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political life extended outside of the British Isles in the colonial realm. While this
thesis will not dispute the fact that Britain’s domestic clubs lay the groundwork for the
replication of metropolitan social life in an overseas context, Cohen has shown that
the imperial clubs operated under distinctly different circumstances despite
simultaneously displaying many of the same characteristics of their London

counterparts.

Two other significant works with a focus on clubs in an imperial context are Sinha’s
2001 Britishness, Clubbability, and the Colonial Public Sphere: The Genealogy of an
Imperial Institution in Colonial India, and Rich’'s 1991 Chains of Empire: English
public schools, Masonic Cabalism, Historical Causality, and Imperial Clubdom.
Sinha’s work on the British club’s in India has been influential in positing the concept
of the ‘colonial public sphere’ within the discourse of British post-colonial
historiography in the twenty first century, and is widely cited in the work of the above
authors, including in this text. However, her position that the clubs in India could be
singled out for their ‘whiteness’®’ has shown that the role of the club was significant
in the formation of British imperial persona in relation to non-whites in India. In this
sense the club went on to reinforce the essentially racist consolidation of British
colonial power in India. Yet fundamentally, unlike the perceived class hierarchies that
controlled access to the London clubs, the British power and influence in the region
stemmed firstly from the overarching imperial administration and much less so from

the associational institutions that were formed in unison with it.

Essentially, Sinha’s work delves deeply into the inner workings of India’'s Anglo-

% Sinha, 2001. pp. 505.

69



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

Indian community in a way which cannot be replicated amongst such a small foreign
population in Japan that was neither colonial in character nor entirely British. Rich’s
Chains of Empire also contains ambiguity concerning the role of the club outwith its
imperial context. In the end, the books approach is perhaps far too ambitious in
trying to amplify the scope and power of the imperial system, particularly the public
schools, on a disparate population spread throughout the British Empire. In a country
such as Japan that was subject to multiple influences from an equal number of
regions, that influence becomes far less tenuous, and therefore much more

problematic to apply a similar deduction.

While the work of the above authors shows that there has been extensive research
on the clubs in their original form in metropolitan London and in Imperial India, a
similar scale study on the clubs of East Asia has yet to be written. Although it is clear
that there are marked similarities with the clubs that formed in other locales in
colonial or semi-colonial contexts, the political autonomy of the Japanese
government meant that the club and its members operated in entirely different
circumstances. The intention of this volume is to act as a complementary case study
of a particular aspect of treaty port life that has been long overdue for more detailed

analysis.
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Chapter 1:

Transoceanic Elite and the Emergence of a Club Culture

in the Foreign Settlements.

Introduction:

Akin to virtually all of the foreign settlements in East Asia and beyond, a club
culture emerged in nearly all of Japan's treaty ports in the early years of
settlement. Both Kobe and Yokohama had extremely active social scenes
beginning in the 1860s, carrying on virtually uninterrupted, until the outbreak
of the Pacific War, and continuing where they had left off, albeit without the
same sparkle as they had previously. Yokohama, Kobe, and Nagasaki
boasted several clubs each, with many sporting and social affairs on offer that
drew patronage from all walks of foreign life in the settlements.®® These clubs
in themselves were testament to Japan’s re-engagement with the west, and
some, which are still in existence, remain arguably the oldest surviving links to

Japan’s extraterritorial past.

Gradually, as the old treaty ports demographics have ebbed and flowed due to
varying political and economic circumstances, these institutions have gone
through many transitionary periods to the point where they are now facing a

crisis of survival and the possibility of disappearing forever. Perhaps

98 . . . . . . .

Unfortunately, source material for the Nagasaki clubs is somewhat scarce, therefore this study is primarily
concerned with the Yokohama and Kobe institutions as these are perhaps the most thoroughly documented in
historical literature.
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appearing rather anachronistic in today’s Japan, they remain a reminder, if a
somewhat distant one, of the great impact that Japan’s western residents had
during the Meiji era. Sadly, due to Japan being one of the most seismically
active regions on the planet, the surviving architecture of the old settlements

grows smaller each decade.

The once grand facades of the Yokohama and Kobe clubs have followed the
same fate as much of Japan's pre-war architecture, and nostalgia buffs may
be disappointed to find that the once grand edifices of Kobe and Yokohama'’s
famous clubs have long disappeared, replaced due to both the ravages of war
and damage from earthquakes, the clubs now exude little of their former glory.
However, these institutions were once the beating heart of the pre-war foreign
community. Membership was encouraged, but not compulsory. Having said
that, opting out of any kind of social activity involving the clubs was virtually
social suicide for any foreign national who moved in business circles in the city

before, and perhaps even after, WWIl.*%®

At one time an integral part of the overseas working lifestyle in Japan, these

clubs were havens for western residents who wished to socialise with the

Kobe city has been particularly ruthless with its pre-war architecture in recent years, demolishing several
historic, yet neglected buildings in recent years. To counter this, a mixture of grass-roots support for maintaining
historic areas, such as Shioya in the city’s south, and an increased market for older buildings for use as wedding
chapels in Kobe’s Kitano-cho, have saved several historic residences from the wrecking ball. See, [Demolished]
Kodera Residence in Kobe, Nov. 31 2011, http://japanpropertycentral.com/2011/11/demolished-the-kodera-
residence-kobe/, Ari Morimoto, manager of the Guggenheim House, has campaigned against further demolition
in the Shioya area of Kobe.

Williams, H. Reminisces of the Kobe Club.
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‘international’ crowd and partake in the regular sporting activities on offer at
the club. This function has changed little since their inception, with today’s
clubs existing as before on the periphery of Japanese society, where they
have remained for the better part of one hundred and forty years. As the
cultures of the world's most developed economies become increasingly
homogenous, the foreign community in Kobe is perhaps less visibly ‘foreign’
than it was previously, and few would argue that present day Yokohama is
anymore distinct than Japan’s other mega-cities, although fragments of the old

foreign settlement still draw in tourists.***

Both Yokohama and Kobe have suffered greatly from natural disasters, not to
mention being virtually levelled during the firebombing of WWII, with the
original settlement of Yokohama being virtually wiped out by fire in 1866 only
to suffer devastation once more in the aftermath of the Great Kanto
Earthquake in 1923.'%? Kobe too has an equally tragic past, suffering a
number of cataclysmic disasters’®® since the city’s inception in 1869, and most
recently during the tragic Great Hashin Earthquake of 1995. As a result of the
earthquake, the foreign consulates that had for over one hundred and thirty
years been based in Kobe decamped to Osaka. Kobe’s foreign population

thereafter diminished significantly, and some might argue that the city has

101 . . . . N N
For information regarding Kobe’s historic Kitano district see: http://kobe-ijinkan.net

102 Poole, O. M. 1968. The Death of Old Yokohama, New York.

103 .
In 1871 the newly built settlement was devastated by a typhoon and has been prone to the effects of

extreme weather ever since. Disaster struck again in 1938 when a catastrophic flood destroyed a quarter of a
million homes in the city. Sydney Morning Herald, July 6, 1938.
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never fully recovered. With fewer international residents, the appeal of the
foreign club to Japan’s foreign population has lost its once coveted status.
This chapter is divided into six sections. The first tracks the spread of the
foreign club, from their metropolitan origins to the outer reaches of the British
Empire. The second and third focus on the connection between the club and
an emerging mercantile middle class with links to both the financial centres of
Europe and the newly established treaty ports of Asia. The fourth examines
how club rituals were created to invoke a sense of common identity in the
settlements. Section five briefly outlines the influence that foreign clubs had on
the creation of similar Japanese institutions. Finally, the sixth section will
explore how the club became integral to the new social mores that the

Japanese were adopting in their push towards Westernisation.

The Club Phenomenon in Asia:

Club formation in Japan was not a random event, but rather a continuation of
an already well established tradition of homosociality that existed throughout
the colonial public sphere. A variety of associational societies had already
been transplanted from an urban British setting to South Asia as early as the
late 1700s and continued until the end of the colonial era. Yet the archetypal
gentleman’s club is perhaps one of the most pervasive representations of
British colonial social life. So much so that Leonard Woolf once described the

club as ‘the centre and symbol of British Imperialism... with its cult of exclusiveness,
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superiority and isolation’. It was membership, that unattainable rung on the
social ladder, that Orwell’s Veraswami strove to attain, neatly summing up the
duplicity of the empire project: development of the country but not of the
native.'® While a fictive account of colonial Burmese life, Orwell’s depiction of
the club was perhaps depressingly accurate in summing up that typically such
places were exemplified by their very whiteness in a way that was meant to

signify a sense of national or cultural greatness.*®

However, a recent study on the Indian settler clubs by Benjamin Cohen has
shown that the traditional world-view of colonial clubland as an exclusively
white enclave is in some way incorrect.'® In actual fact very few Indian clubs
excluded Indian’s as members, however, and perhaps most importantly, the
most exclusive clubs definitely did. Such was the case throughout Asia, and
with smaller white populations in the Far East came a more diluted form of
racial superiority. Kobe’s sizeable Indian community for example, was not
welcome at the self-styled ‘international’ Kobe Club, whose unwritten rule
excluded ‘Eurasians’, forcing them to establish their own institution in the early
1900s. " Despite this snub, the adjacent Kobe Regatta & Athletic Club

seemingly made no distinction regarding race, seemingly because team

104 Rai, A. 1983. Colonial Fictions: Orwell's '‘Burmese Days’, in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 18, No. 5,

pp. 47-52.

105 . . . . . . .
Black, B. 2013. A Room of His Own: Literary-Cultural Study of Victorian Clubland, Ohio University Press. pp.

155.
106 Cohen, B. B. 2015. In the Club: Associational life of Colonial South Asia, Manchester University Press.

107 The Oriental Club was established in 1904, changing its name to the India Club in 1913. See, Green, N.
2013. Shared infrastructures, informational asymmetries: Persians and Indians in Japan, ¢.1890-1930, in Journal
of Global History, Vol. 8, No. 3, pp. 414-435.
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sports required larger numbers of capable men. Yet the few surviving
photographs of the club men give little indication of an ethnically mixed
community. Yet this in itself highlights the complexities of interaction between
not only settler and Japanese communities, but also the racial and class
divisions within Kobe’s settler society. While colonial Anglo-Indian settler
society was beginning to soften its attitudes towards some form of racial

integration, East Asian white society®®

was demarcating racial boundaries
through the very fabric of the city in the urban development of the settlement
itself. The club thus became the white man’s temple in Asia, complete with its
own codes of ritual in which local adepts had to skillfully navigate to get
ahead. In East Asian settler society -clubbability, one’s suitability for
membership of the club, was a coveted honour and worn like a badge of pride.

As P. J. Rich has noted, settler society learned its rituals at school, rehearsed

them in the clubs, and put them to good use in running the colonies.**®

Firstly, it is necessary to provide some background detail into how the club
culture phenomenon rose to such prominence within Britain’'s domestic
metropolitan public sphere. Britain’s rapid industrial growth in the eighteenth

century was intrinsically linked with the emergence of various associational

108 . oo - . . . . .
Pan-East Asian white identities never emerged in the same way as in colonial India, where prior to the

census of 1911 after which the term ‘Anglo-Indian’ became synonymous with Indians of mixed ethnicity, Anglo-
Indian referred to Britons born in India. In the East Asian ports, settlers tended to identify more with their own
communities, with terms like Shanghailander or Kobeite denoting their allegiance to their treaty port. Moore, J. G.
1988. Indians in Eastern Australia, in Jump, J (eds). The Australian People: An Encyclopedia of the Nation, Its

People and Their Origins, Cambridge University Press.

109 _. . . . . . . . . . .
Rich, P. J. Chains of Empire: English public schools, Masonic Cabalism, Historical Causality, and Imperial

Clubdom, London. pp. 169.
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groups and voluntary societies as wealthier citizens gravitated to the new
centres of financial activity in the 1700s. As a result, clubs and societies
became increasingly accepted as part of the cultural fabric of the country’s
larger cities as they gradually took on the role as agents for a new kind of
public discourse. What had previously been a cliquish, small scale affair of
private meetings in venues across cities like London, or Edinburgh had
evolved into a much larger, and internationally connected enterprise by the

nineteenth century.

But what was the appeal of belonging to such a tradition? How did these clubs
evolve from fairly low-key social gatherings in the early 1800s, to highly
codified institutions complete with brand identity by the turn of the nineteenth
century? The answer is inextricably linked with western, particularly British,
colonialism in Asia and the global spread of Euro-American centred finance.
European imperialism in the eighteenth century saw what Peter Clark has
framed as the ‘export of public sociability’ which brought the previously
domestic institutions of Enlightenment era Britain into the colonial realm. Thus,
essentially laying the foundations of European urban development as well as
the ideological frameworks that would make the second wave of nineteenth
century imperialism possible.**° In addition to this, empowered minority ethnic
groups within the British sphere facilitated the overseas expansion of British

statehood in transplanting this system of public sociability abroad. Scottish,

110 Clark, P. 2000. British Clubs and Societies, 1500-1800: The Origins of an Associational World, Oxford. pp.
420-429.
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and lIrish, promotion of Freemasonry in eighteenth century London was
instrumental in its spread abroad, and similarly Scottish enthusiasm for
recreating typically British societies and associational gatherings in Asia went
some way towards the ‘socialisation’ of empire.'! The great leap in social
mobility of Britain’s emerging middle-class in the nineteenth century was one
of the few redeeming features of British imperialism in that membership of
colonial clubs gave their patrons access to a lifestyle that was very much out

of reach in the domestic sphere.

Scots in particular were extremely active in imperial service in India due to the
large numbers who were drawn to the colony either as military men or by the
various other opportunities for social mobility that the empire project offered.
Whereas in the previous century Scots had been denied access to the
lucrative markets that its merchants had always eyed from afar, the
opportunities made available to them via British colonisation of India resulted
in a flood of applications to the East India Company. By 1771, less than a
generation after the Jacobite Rebellion of 1745, Scots made up over a half of
the East India Company's staff with many more taking up colonial
administration, military and merchant trading roles. In contrast to permanent
migration to locales like the Americas and Australia, these men tended to be

emigrants rather than immigrants, sojourners or ‘career’ migrants whose

111 See, Harland-Jacobs, J. 1999. "Hands across the Sea": The Masonic Network, British Imperialism, and the

North Atlantic World, in Geographical Review, Vol. 89, No. 2, Oceans Connect, pp. 237-253, and Buettner, E.
2002. Hagagis in the Raj: Private and Public Celebrations of Scottishness in Late Imperial India, in The Scottish
Historical Review, Vol. 81, No. 212, Part 2, pp. 212-239.
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intentions were to use the avenues offered by empire for their own personal

advancement.*?

Characterised by the ‘get rich quick’ mentality, the goal of temporary migration
lay in the hope that a fortune could be made in order to secure an
advancement in social mobility upon the return home. Such motives would
become more common during the Empire’s heyday, drawing emigrants from
all backgrounds of British life. Although opportunities in Asia eventually drew
men from diverse backgrounds, the majority of early Scots emigrants to India
hailed from the country’s foremost families and emerging middle-classes,
students of the Scottish Enlightenment who took with them a wealth of

educational and occupational skills.

Embedded within this skill set were multiple cultural, economic and
professional networks that provided a link between emigrants not only in Asia,
but also with home. In the cities of Bombay and Madras, temporary migrants
were in a sense grounding themselves culturally while abroad by maintaining
and replicating the most contemporary ideas and associations of the British
state. As a result a two way flow of migration began to emerge whereby
colonial networks could draw new blood to the colony by a system of ‘send
and receive’. Societies and dining clubs emerged as a means of establishing

recognisable British cultural norms in the colony, as well as providing spaces

112 Mackillop, A. 2006. Europeans , Britons and Scots: Scottish Sojourning Networks and Identities in
Asia, c. 1700-1815, in McArthy, A (eds), A Global Clan: Scottish Migrant Networks and Identity Since
the Eighteenth Century, London. pp. 19.
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for the already pre-existing networks of those arriving, offering a kind of safety

net for those initiating their first forage into the East.***

While previously military men like the Duke of Wellington had once been
dismissive of clubs as unprincipled dens of iniquity, he, along with the Scottish
administrator of the East India Company went on to found the Oriental Club in
St James in 1824. Yet even prior to this, other high ranking Scots in the
service of Empire were avid club members. Australia’s ‘founding father’
Lachlan Macquarie was inaugurated into the Freemasons in Bombay during
his stationing there in 1793 and was an active member of the Sans Souci
Club, one of the earliest overseas clubs in India founded in 1785.*** Other
Scots colonial administrators, such as Bombay Governor Mountstuart
Elphinstone, and Chief Judge of Bombay, Sir James MacKintosh, were
instrumental in forming clubs like the Highland Society and the Bombay
branch of the Royal Asiatic Society in the 1830s.™ It was largely due the
convivial gatherings by the likes of individuals already mentioned that led to
the spread and popularity of the club phenomenon in Asia. In Bombay alone

there were as many as thirteen clubs formed between 1785 and 1865.

Here we see the established business networks of a peripheral country like

Scotland, essentially replacing the traditional hierarchies of wealth and status

113 Sheppard, S. T. 1916. The Byculla Club, 1833-1916: A History, Bombay.

14 Page, A. 2009. Enlightenment, Empire and Lachlan Macquaries’ Journey Through Persia and Russia, in
History Australia, Volume 6, Number 3. pp. 73. See also, Macquarie, L. 1792. Journal No. 2: 26 March 1792 - 28
December 1794, ML Ref: A768 pp. 161-174. Mitchell Library Sydney.

15 sSheppard, S, T. 1916.
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that already existed in the metropolitan centre of the United Kingdom in an
East Asian context. While previously London, with its close ties to the
southern English universities had dominated both political and business life at
home, the new imperial avenues of trade provided greater social mobility to an
emerging elite from other parts of Britain. A quick scan of the street names in
Britain’s other eastern colonial enclaves, such as Hong Kong, give a taste of
where these men came from. Aberdeen St, Elgin St, MacDonald Rd, and
Arbuthnot Rd all within a five minute walk of the original location of the Hong
Kong Club are just a few of the Scottish names that pepper the city and give a
hint of how influential the settlement’s Scottish residents were. Scottish
shipping and industry became the dominant force in British interests from
Burma to Shanghai, with Scots merchants belonging to their own cadre that
was in many ways similar but distinctly different to that of their southern
English counterparts. Having found entry into London’s civil society barred
except for a select few, a new class of men now sought to replicate the

institutions that had made the empire possible abroad.

Rather than being an extension of the already established social networks of
the clubs of St James, Scots in East Asia were using their new found wealth
and status, gained largely through the illicit yet rampant trade in opium, to
create their own versions of the bourgeois institutions which already existed in
London. Scottish companies such as Jardine Mathieson & Co., Gibb

Livingston & Co., and the Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Company
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(P&O) had a virtual stranglehold on trade in Hong Kong and Shanghai, acted
in ways similar to that of Britain’s elitist institutions by recruiting or employing
traders from within their predominantly Scottish networks.® All of these
companies could trace their origins back to the East India Company to some
extent, and the networks forged in India became the catalysts which facilitated

the growth of East Asia.

As such it was outside of the British sphere of influence where the role of the
overseas club came into its own. These newly emerging business networks
which were based on fraternal ties of association proved to be extremely
successful, often taking on characteristics and autonomy akin to that of an
independent state. Jardine, Matheson & Co. were reeled in by the British
government on a number of occasions in their early years, and likewise the
Scottish based African Lakes Corporation, in what is now Malawi, had eyes on
taking more formal political control of Central Africa in the 1880s.*'” What this
shows is that clubbism had a dynamic role in the creation of new trade
networks throughout the globe, and should not be viewed in separation to

each other, but rather as another branch of the same tree.

Outwith the empire, prudent business acumen had replaced any notions of

hierarchy or status as the world entered into a new era of capitalist dominated

116 See, Devine, T. M. 2012. Scotland’s Empire, Edinburgh; Fry, M. 2001. The Scottish Empire, Edinburgh.

117 . . .
Glass, B. 2014. Scottish Nation at Empire’s End, New York. pp. 27
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markets. In cities like Shanghai, a new class of ‘merchant prince’ was
emerging as European men looked east for their fortune. General Sir George
Bonham, who actively engaged with the emerging class of wealthy merchants
whose prosperity and new found status allowed them new opportunities within
the colony’s political development. While gunboat diplomacy kept treaty port’s
open, they were nothing without the merchants who were the port's reason
d’étre. By choosing fifteen unofficial Justices of the Peace from the merchant
community to be his special advisors, Bonham thus created a virtual, untitled
commercial aristocracy characterised by its varying levels of access to
Government House in the colony. It seems more than likely that such a
strategy almost certainly stemmed from the bottom up, nevertheless, Bonham
had essentially opened the door for the emergence of a mercantile class of
residents in the colony. This format became increasingly imitated in less
exalted circles, until society within the colony splintered into various cliques

and sets.'*®

Overseas clubs were merely replicas of an already tried and tested process of
urbanising the colonies. Associational institutions of a wide variety
mushroomed throughout Asia as they sought to replicate the social life of the
metropolitan centres of the British homeland, and in some cases amplifying

the old class and racial discrimination of the home country by a considerable

118 pope-Hennessy, J. 1969. Half Crown Colony: a Hong Kong Notebook, London. pp. 48.
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degree.™® Membership numbers were often pitifully small, with some clubs in
remote parts of British India having only a few members.*?® While the clubs in
the larger urban centres of empire helped to integrate newcomers or welcome
visitors, the strength of their membership was largely irrelevant as they were
bricks and mortar proof of association or identification with metropolitan

civilisation.*?*

Even from the very early days of empire, societal gatherings had an important
social function. As Cannadine has observed, there was a great deal of
showmanship behind the British Empire in that many of the social structures
that it presented abroad were merely a projection of the perceived realities of
the unequal society that was widely believed to have existed in the
metropolis. *** Clubbism was, in effect, presenting the sameness and
similarities of the domestic sphere as it was about the emphasis of the
elevation of western civilisation over that of all others. Essentially, clubs were
intended to prepare men for domestic life. Concubinage had long been a
feature of early settlement life. However, by the 1870s, as foreign resident

numbers increased in the ports, bringing with them the more stringent and

119 Most overseas clubs were at best apathetic concerning the admission of non-white members, although there
were some exceptions. India’s Bengal Club and Madras’s Cosmopolitan Club, which in itself was formed by local
elites excluded from the European Club. See, Cohen, B. B. 2015. In the Club: Associational life of Colonial South
Asia, Manchester University Press. The Shanghai Club was notoriously exclusive and few, if any, non-white
members had the privilege of membership. See Shaw, R. 1973. Sin City, London. British journalist Robert
Shaw’'s somewhat sleazy, but frank, account of Shanghai nightlife offers a candid viewpoint of the expatriate
British social ladder.

120 Clark, P. 2000. pp. 394.
121 (Ibid.), pp. 428.

122 Cannadine, D. 2001. Ornamentalism, London. pp. Xix.
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conservative manner and custom of the home countries, such lifestyles began
to appear increasingly inappropriate.?® East Asian settlements had notorious
reputations as havens of vice. While the majority of men indulged in inter-
racial couplings, 'going native’ in nineteenth century Japan, like India before it,
had its social consequences. However, while there were similarities with the
rest of Asia in connection to mixed relationships, European writers from
Voltaire to Marx had singled-out the Japanese for their whiteness, in regard to

their manner, customs and ingenuity.**

As such, pinpointing exactly where racial perceptions of the Japanese fell in
regard to their foreign guests is often vague. Intermarriage with Japanese
women was widespread, at a time when interracial liaisons in India and China
were viewed with suspicion as racial weakness, yet the lack of western
women in the ports made partnerships with Japanese women inevitable.
However, for British naval officer Henry Craven St. John relationships with the
‘aborigines’ of Kobe were equally damaging to both foreigner and Japanese,
commenting, ‘the foreign merchant... who is necessarily a European, shows
wonderful aptitude to take to the very habits and customs of the natives, which are so
preached about and condemned by the missionary’.**® From this we can assume
that while there were clear demarcations between foreign and native in the

port, there were also similar divisions amongst foreigners themselves

123 Bickers, R. 2011. The Scramble for China: Foreign Devils in the Qing Empire, 1832-1914, London.
(electronic edition.)

124 Keevak, M. 2011. Becoming Yellow: A Short History of Racial Thinking, Princeton University. pp. 47
125 St. John, C. H. 1880. Notes and Sketches from the Wild Nippon, Edinburgh. pp. 218
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regarding interaction and integration with the Japanese.'* Either way, gender
relations between foreign men and Japanese women were anything but equal,
and for every successful marriage, there were countless other examples
where foreign men reneged on their responsibilites as fathers. ¥’ For
residents such as St. John, sporting excursions and the club may have been
necessary for maintaining links with a distant domestic culture, in effect
preserving his cultural and racial purity, as well as ensuring the moral

compass of the young bachelors in the ports remained true.

What differentiated the overseas clubs from their domestic counterparts was
that they were formed by a new overseas bourgeois in the process of carving
out their own niches in areas often, as is the case with Japan, in locales which
were beyond the scope and control of any imperial administration. In many
ways more than recreational centres, clubs acted as signifiers of
exclusiveness emphasising the corporate identity of the overseas
European.*?® As a burgeoning middle class began to willingly take up the
challenges and opportunities that empire presented, the replication of club life
in far off locales facilitated the business and social networks that formed the
very foundations of the imperial administrations that governed them. However,

Japan’s foreign community had no duty towards empire in any specific way

126 Many high profile foreigners had Japanese wives, T. B. Glover married Tsuru Awajiya in the 1870s, and

likewise Ernest Satow broke with diplomatic tradition taking a Japanese wife, Takeda Kane.

127 . . . . . .
Murphy K.1994. Neither Out Far nor in Deep: The American Merchant Experience in Nineteenth Century

Japan, Maryland. pp. 158
128 Rich, P. J. 1991. pp. 172
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other than the success of foreign trade.

For the development of a treaty port society the club was an imperative
anchoring function. For a small community of men living far from the larger
centres of foreign influence in the region there was a tendency to succumb to
the various vices that were frowned upon in Victorian culture. Isolation often
led to drunkenness as alcoholism was a frequent problem among those in
overseas service. While the club may not have promoted temperance, it
grounded its members in a common purpose providing a greater sense of
social censure.*® Alcoholism, a common problem in all societies, was made
all the more common in the ports due to lack of dependable clean water
supplies in the early decades.'® Beer and spirits were mistakenly used as
thirst quenchers by many seamen, fearful of poisoning themselves with local
the water. This seeming penchant amongst sailors for alcohol was supposedly
the reason that mariners, of all ranks, were barred membership of the Kobe

Club.*®

Club life was offered as an antidote to the loneliness of exile overseas, while
at the same time offering bachelors some form of substitute for domestic life.
In this respect there was also a romanticism attached to them, as exemplified

in the works of Kipling, where the club gave him some of his most

129 1bid.). pp. 167.

Yokohama had its own Abstinence society and a Temperance Hall, both aimed at helping ween susceptible
seamen from the lure of alcohol in the ports. See Japan Weekly Mail, Nov. 24th and Nov. 11th 1876.

131 Williams, H. S. 1975. The Kobe Club, Kobe.
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characteristic themes such as brotherhood, work and male productivity.**? All
of this which was embodied in the club gave its members a sense of

camaraderie and purpose.

Institutions that emerged in Japan within the same timeframe can be viewed
as satellites of western metropole society whereby among their varied roles as
places of amusement and relaxation, they were also used as arenas for the
propagation of western hegemonic ideologies.'*® Clubs foregrounded racial
and cultural distinctions between ‘us’ and ‘them’, constructing a paradigm of
exclusive white superiority, while simultaneously projecting a paternalistic
attitude towards the Japanese whom the British in particular wished to fashion
in their own image. While this statement might seem rather bold in its
implications, it was the creation of an essentially European public sphere
which formed the fundamental component of sociopolitical organisation in the
ports, where the decisions of civic life were formed and in turn put into
practice.™®* Colonial clubland was centred on Victorian notions of race which
could be whittled down to those who were eligible and those who were not. As
Black has noted, clubs bolstered ideas concerning masculine self-
development in the public sphere formed by imperial fraternalism, making

them instrumental to empire, in an era where empire was concomitant with

132 Black, B. 2013. pp. 159.

133 1bid)

134 Castells, M. 2008. The New Public Sphere: Global Civil Society, Communication Networks, and Global
Governance, in Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science, Vol. 16, Public Diplomacy in a
Changing World, (March) pp. 78-93. pp. 98.

88



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

progress.**®> Many of Japan’s richest foreigners were committed clubmen, and
it was through their tight nit social network that the ‘New Japan’ took shape.
These were the men who sat on the Municipal Councils, men who ran the
settlement, men who controlled trade, built the railways, and ultimately guided,
or at least heavily influenced Japanese industry and politics throughout the

Meiji era.

The Club and Metropolitan Society:

While dining at the Kobe Club, British traveler, sportsman and naturalist
Richard Gordon-Smith had a chance encounter with two of his fellow old boys
from Cheltenham College. Half a world away from Victorian London in Kobe,
yet within the walls of the club it may as well seem like he had never left.**
Such was the incestuous environment of the global club network at the end of
the nineteenth century. With a reputation for being largely associated with
Britain’s upper classes, club culture can in many ways be viewed, as given
emphasis by Gordon-Smith’s encounter, as an extension of the British public
school system, giving meaning to the now familiar term of ‘old boy network’ -

137 «

the passport to the higher echelons of British society.”" ‘Old boy’ was what a

young man became after leaving a public school, and from that point onwards

135 Black, B. 2013. pp. 164

136 Gordon-Smith, R. 1986. The Japan Diaries of Richard Gordon Smith, London. pp. 64.

137 The work of P. J. Rich (1991), particularly his trilogy concerning the interrelatedness of the English public

school system and the nature of imperialism explores this connection in great detail, but is generally confined to
the British colonial experience.
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owed an allegiance not only to his alma mater but also to his fellow old boys.
By the mid-nineteenth century the old boy tradition had become so pervasive
that it had, through varying degrees of formality, become a thoroughly British
institution forever creating a suspicion of the upper classes connections with
exclusive societies. Old boy networks had enormous reach throughout global

business, as well as social networks.

Few would argue that attendance levels of elitist schools in Britain by many of
the country’s governing politicians has fueled the belief that the British
parliament is run by what was once described as an educational plutocracy.**®
Current British government connections with the Bullingdon Club, an elitist
Oxford University dining club known for its boisterous reputation, well known
for its wealthy membership which often includes the aristocracy, has revived
this assertion in recent years. With a reputation of over two hundred years, the
club started life as a hunting and cricket club, attested to by the clubs symbol,
further illustrating that special bond that has always existed between
sportsmanship and the British establishment.'* Fraternalism, the hunt and
sporting traditions became an almost holy trinity amongst the overseas
bourgeois and a triptych which would form the basis of foreign clubdom in

Japan. Accordingly, it becomes clear why the image of the club has become

138 Heald, T. 1983. Networks: who we know and how we use them, London. pp. 16. Heald’s study of the ‘old boy

network’ correlation between government and the the elitist public schools is today more relevant than ever with
the British Prime Minister, David Cameron, and the London Mayor, Boris Johnson both being ‘Old Etonians’ and
former members of the now infamous Bullingdon Club.

139 .
Noakes, A. 1954. Sportsman in a Landscape, London. pp. 116.

90



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

such a pertinent symbol of elitism and privilege and ergo a distinctly British

phenomenon.

British affinity for social institutions, clubs or societies is by no means unique,
however the globe-spanning networks of the British Empire are worthy of
attention as many of these institutions can be traced back to single
metropolitan origins. Nonetheless, as Sinha has correctly noted, societal clubs
in the international context cannot be merely confined to British culture, and
could easily adhere to a wider European tradition with similar enthusiasm for
clubs and societies existing in much of Western Europe.**° However, Clark
has shown that while associational societies were a feature of Western
European cultural life, the British model of independent collective sociability
actually influenced the continent and not vice versa.**! Bearing this in mind, it
would appear that clubs frequented by German residents in Japan’s treaty
ports, as Yokohama’'s Club Germania (1863), and Kobe’s Club Concordia
(1868), which were both long standing institutions within both communities,
developed along the British model of overseas clubdom.*? Both clubs were
founded by German merchants and patronised by members who had arrived

in Japan along similar trajectories to those of their British counterparts.

140 Sinha, M. 2001. Britishness, Clubbability, and the Colonial Public Sphere: The Genealogy of an Imperial
Institution in Colonial India, in Journal of British Studies, Vol. 40, No. 4, pp. 490

141 Clark, P. 2000. pp. 19.

142 Anon. 1933. Kobe - Premier Port of Japan, Kobe & Osaka Press, pp. 106, Yokohama Gazette Semi-
Centennial, 1909, pp. 58.
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That these clubs took on a character that might be seen as British from the
outset was perhaps inevitable, since the British Empire had set the benchmark
for the urban development of the ports across East Asia. Recent scholarship
has shown that British expatriates in East Asia did in fact organise themselves
along specific networking pathways whereby they sought to, not only create
professional roles for favoured members belonging to their own cadre, but
also created environments which consciously facilitated and maintained
cultural, educational and professional links with home. While pioneer
merchants in the Japanese ports came from a diverse range of backgrounds,
most of these men were coming to Japan with the weight of already
established networks in East Asia behind them.*® Essentially, these networks
were then supplanted to Japan swiftly, and rather efficiently, whereby various
men of standing came together to form associations that offered them not only
a link to their own culture, but also a link highlighting their importance as one
of the key building blocks in the formation of a civil society in the early

settlements.

All of these clubs, in one form or another, owed their origins to the
seventeenth-century London coffeehouses; places where individuals could
hold public gatherings and talk in an environment with an air of confidentiality.

Anywhere in the world that the British established themselves, the creation of

143 . . .. . .
T. B. Glover arrived in Nagasaki in 1859 as an assistant to fellow Scot K. R. MacKenzie. Both men were

representatives of Jardine, Matheson & Co. The Glover family went on to become one of Japan’s most prominent
trading families with links to nearly every foreign vested interest in Japan. As the largest trading company in
Japan, Jardine, Matheson & Co.’s presence in the country opened the door for merchants like Glover who in turn
developed similar networks of their own. See, McKay, A. 1993. Scottish Samurai, Edinburgh, pp. 14.
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some kind of private space for social gathering was of the highest priority.***

At the beginning of the eighteenth century London had become the largest city
in Europe and a financial powerhouse. Trade, rather than industry or
agriculture, was the driving force behind this growth. By 1815, Britain’s
Industrial Revolution and dominance of the world’s seas saw the country’s
economy increasingly focused on the city of London as a central switchboard

to direct the flows of commercial exchange.'*

In order to handle such growth a vast administrative workforce was born,
raising income, and creating a new kind of society whose livelihood hinged on
the orchestration of empire. Catering to this new demographic were a host of
institutions which provided among other things, temporary accommodation,
valuable expertise and information regarding the inner workings and
management of colonial economies. **® By the middle of the nineteenth
century the area of St James’s in London had so many clubs that it earned the
nickname ‘clubland’, a moniker which has survived to the present day. It is
easy to see why, with so many long established clubs like the East India
United Service Club (both 1815), the Athenaeum (1824), the Reform (1836),
and many others all situated within a short walk of each other. These
establishments were a new trend in urban development, creating locations

that were both social and professional at the same time, and within close

144 Sinha, M. 2001.
145 King, A. 1990. Global Cities: Post-Imperialism and the Internationalisation of London, London. pp. 74
146 .

(Ibid.) pp. 77
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proximity of financial and political centres. While Westminster is where all the
political decisions are agreed, they are discussed thoroughly, and privately, in

St James before and after.

Therefore, the rise of clubs, coincided with the growth of empire, which
needed to enlarge its ruling class. In this way, clubs became an integral part of
the imperial system, with empire becoming synonymous with progress in
Victorian Britain.**’ Club’s such as those already mentioned, had a crucial
social function in the development of an ‘international’ civil society in Japan in
that they were the staging ground for an essential public masculinity which
signified the dominance of increasingly codified and homogenous Western
civility. 1*® As Britain’s colonial empire expanded, so too did its economy,
offering increased opportunities for a burgeoning middle class who took up the
task of empire in earnest. Metropolitan clubs essentially vetted those who
were eligible for the task through membership and by maintaining the male

network culture that was crucial to the empire project.

The Rise of a New Transoceanic Elite:

‘Structural power’ was the moniker Susan Strange gave to the case of the

United Kingdom and the United States in her historical analysis of these two

147 Black, B. 2013. pp. 164
148 .
(Ibid). pp. 150.
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countries and their roles in the shaping of a Modern World System.**® Strange
defines structural power as the power ‘to decide how things shall be done, the
power to shape frameworks within which states relate to each other, relate to people,
or relate to the market or corporate enterprises’.**® She adds that structural power
‘means rather more than the power to set the agenda of discussion or to design’.™*
Strange’s definition was formulated around the theory that the structural power
could effectively exert its influence upon a global scale irrespective of
territories. In this respect, Britain's role as the premier European colonial
power in the nineteenth century allowed it to exert influence over, not only its
formal colonial territories but also towards other European powers and non-
European independent powers, such as Japan. Even prior to the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance in 1902, the British had long promoted the notion of a
strong industrial Japan that would help to keep the wheels of intra-Asian trade
turning. Shigeru Akita has referred to this as ‘complementarity’, which was
crucial to the accelerated rise of Japan as a commercial nation, as a unique
feature of the relationship between the ‘structural powers’ and Japan.*
However, Japan’s rapid dominance of the region in the coming decades made

the presence of an equally dominant Euro-American business network

ultimately untenable.

149 Strange, S. 1988. States and Markets, London.
150 Strange, S. 1988. pp. 25.
158 1bid)

152 . o . . S
Akita, S. 1996. ‘Gentlemanly Capitalism’, intra-Asian trade and Japanese Industrialisation at the turn of the

last century, in Japan Forum, 8:1, pp. 51-65.
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It should be remembered that in Japan the Euro-American influence was
effectively maneuvered by a relatively small percentage of the national
populations and as such the social aspects of their influence was exerted
through many channels. Fundamentally, there tends to be a significant gap
between the economic and social histories of Japan as previous studies have
largely focused on the changes that took place within a context of human
geography and economic policy. There were many foreign actors involved in
Japan's modernisation, France and Germany, in particular were instrumental
in advising the Japanese during the reformation of their education system.**?
Prussian and British involvement in the army and navy also brought the
Japanese military in line in time for them to be of huge importance during the
put down of the Boxer Rebellion in China by the turn of the century. This
pattern would continue throughout the Meiji era until the Japanese had gained
sufficient expertise to handle their own affairs in business and industry.
However, British involvement in Japanese business development was centred
on the commercial growth of the Japanese nation. While from the outset the
foreign settlements were ‘international’ in their demographic, the core
business interests of Kobe and Yokohama were dominated by Britain, America

and Germany respectively. Often with the former in collusion with the latter.

While Rangaku or Dutch Studies, had prepared the Japanese intellectually for

153 . .

The Japanese employed a whole host of foreign 'experts' during the Meiji era. For more on the German and
French influence on the Meiji era education system, see Zha, Q. 2004. Foreign Influences on Japanese and
Chinese Higher Education, in Higher Education Perspectives, Vol 1, No 1, pp. 1-15.
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its reunion with the West, nothing could have prepared them for how much
ground they would need to cover in order to catch up with the West in terms of
industrial advancement. Cain and Hopkins have employed the term
Gentlemanly Capitalism to describe what they see as the process of
international gentrification, which helped to establish a common pattern of
social and cultural behaviour amongst the upper-class of Britain's imperial
possessions. As Britain grew as an economic power, so too did the power and
influence of an already entrenched group of elite society that had existed prior
to the era of imperial expansion overseas. This elite society was bound by a
common goal that transcended the boundaries of the British homeland.
Effectively, what emerged was a global imperial elite that broke free of the
traditional notion of gentrification being synonymous with land ownership.
However, the status of landed gentry remained largely intact and indeed could
arguably be considered as the initial social model from which the new
transoceanic elite based themselves upon. Throughout the British Empire the
elite were drawn together by a common purpose and adhered to similar set of
cultural and behavioural codes of practice. Even though many of these social
groups were divided geographically and operated in differing contexts, they
nevertheless followed distinctly similar lifestyles, displayed many of the same
characteristics, and developed a number of interests and associations that
transcended local and regional frontiers. Social-networking formed a crucial
role within this development and the replication of a club culture is perhaps

one of the most identifiable forms of association that emerged during this
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period.

In regard to Japan’s largest treaty ports Yokohama, Kobe, and Nagasaki,
several anglophile orientated clubs emerged soon after their establishment as
taking ports. In this era social pursuits as well as socialising were a byproduct
of the exportation of Euro-American market capitalism. Initially these were
primarily hunting clubs, equestrian clubs, sporting and business networking
clubs, overseas replicas of their domestic counterparts. More often than not,
they were formed by an association of, for want of a better term, 'Gentlemanly
Capitalists’, merchants, officers and other self-made men who by various
economic and political circumstances had found a home in Japan. The key
difference as to how these clubs were formed and operated lies in the fact that
no one hegemonic power laid claim to the islands of Japan, however, as the
most populous group of foreigners within this group were British, the clubs and
consequently the characteristic developments of the Japan’s foreign

settlements took on decidedly anglophile appearance.

While often appearing from the outset as a homogenous society, foreign
populations in Japan have always existed. The Chinese, Koreans,
Portuguese, Dutch and English all had their own enclaves respectively in the
years prior to the sakoku period. What made the situation different during the
years of extraterritoriality was that whereas previously, representatives of

foreign governments or trading houses had lived and interacted autonomously
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with the Japanese; in the late 1800s, each foreign power continued to remain
autonomous, but on this occasion a community was formed under the rubric of
'internationalism’. Subsequently, the Japanese were presented by a peculiar
challenge during the years of extraterritoriality whereby in an age of high
imperialism the Japanese now found themselves on the receiving end of
imperialism without fully experiencing the humiliation of colonialism proper.
This in itself would affect Japan profoundly as the fledgling Japanese nation
developed it found itself in many ways betwixt and between a coloniser and
colonised country. Only after the outcome of the Russo-Japanese War in
1905, a conflict where the Japanese had been regarded as the underdogs, did
Western perceptions shift, and Japan's worth as a 'Great Power' finally

become indisputable.

Elsewhere around the globe, rapid growth of the new industrial economies
emerging in Europe and North America was accompanied by large scale trade
and investment and a closer bond between economic and emerging economic
regions, which allowed for the first time the notion of a truly 'global' economy.
It was during this era that the world entered the first phase of globalisation in
the years directly after the opening of Japan until the end of WW II. Cain and
Hopkins™ have argued that it was during this period of intense European
overseas expansion that 'internationalised' a growing sense of nationality and

nationalism by spreading metropolitan ideas and institutions abroad.

154 Cain & Hopkins, 2001.
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For the past three centuries world economic, political and cultural forces have
been major factors in the shaping of cities. In his book ‘Urbanism Colonialism
and the World Economy'*®, King has argued that the historical context of
contemporary global restructuring must be recognised if present-day urban
and regional change, as also the class, cultural, racial and economic
composition of cities are to be understood. Colonial cities (or colonial-esque in
regards to Japan's treaty ports during the years of extraterritoriality) were
major links between core and peripheral economies. King has termed these
cities 'global pivots of change' that were instrumental in creating the space in
which today's capitalist economy operates®®®. If we take Japan’s ports as our
example, the social, the racial and the spatial were all embodied in explicit
linguistic and conceptual forms: the ‘international hospital’, 'recreational
ground', 'foreign club’, 'Indian club', 'native town', etc. are but a few examples.
Mapping a settlement in such a way essentially embodied the empire in

miniature with the foreign legation at the pinnacle.

Club architecture in the ports was on show for all to see with the club building,
as was the case with the Shanghai and Hong Kong Club’s, occupying the
most conspicuous locations on the bluff, that promontory intended to

showcase the power of western civility. Shanghai’s British Club was the most

156 For a detailed study of the 'core and periphery' theory of the Asian treaty ports see King, A. D. 1990.

Urbanism and the World Economy: Cultural and Spatial Foundations of the World Urban System, London.

156 King, A. D. 2001. pp. 5-7
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exclusive club, known for its notoriously clannish membership policy, regularly
denying access to even the highest profile Shanghai residents. By 1910 the
club’s premises had been deemed no longer fit for purpose and a lavish new
structure done in the Beaux-Arts style replaced the original building in 1910.
Greek statues and an opulent marble staircase adorned the new premises.
Members could wile away the hours in the club library or billiard room, while
above them forty rooms catered to visiting guests or provided accommodation

for members. This establishment was quite literally the ‘ace of clubs’.

Treaty ports throughout Asia followed a similar development pattern. A
symbiosis of Euro-American ideology and Eastern trade, these cities
functioned as a means of engaging with and extracting wealth from previously
untapped markets. Treaty ports presented the visitor with a familiar landscape
that was easily comprehensible only a short while after landing. Generally
consisting of a bund, a zone marked out for foreign residence, a customs
house, a handful of hongs,™” and a club.'® Treaty ports were characterised
by their convenience. Shanghai and Yokohama in particular developed from
the bund backwards, resulting in sprawling unplanned narrow streets which
hindered proper development and planning in future years.'® However, the

locations of importance rarely shifted from their original location and

157 . . . . . . .
Hong was Cantonese term that entered into the English lexicon in the 1800s meaning ‘foreign commercial

establishment’. The term was also used to refer to foreign business in Japan.

158 Bickers, R. 2015. The Scramble for China: Foreign Devils in the Qing Empire, 1832-1914, London.

59 See, Deinison, E. & Yu Ren, G. 2006. Building Shanghai, London; Blum, P. C. 1963. Yokohama in 1872,
Tokyo.
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essentially the ports were two cities, one foreign and the other native. Kobe,
being the latest port in terms of development benefitted from the mistakes
made in Yokohama. Initially Kobe was far smaller both in terms of population
and trade, however, the city soon became part of a triangular trade network
between Shanghai and Yokohama, and it's wide well planned streets meant
that it was known amongst local residents as the ‘model settlement’, a term

which had been coined by Shanghailanders regarding their own settlement.**°

Taylor’s work on the treaty port system has shown that there were far more to
these cities than merely import/export statistics and diplomatic maneuvers.
More than anything, the treaty port system represented a social system of
exclusion and exploitation that was unigue in the imperialist movement of the
Western powers during the mid to late 19th century. Along with the treaty port
system came specific concepts of regarding space and power, and these
concepts were transferred onto the coastal ports of Asia'®*. The construction
and design of these ports were dominated by Western settler communities.
Initially evolving from nothing more than a beachside camp, their development
into megacities within the space of two centuries is nothing short of an
economic marvel. Clubs and the social networks that emerged along with
them essentially aided and strengthened what was already a creation of the

Western social and economic system in Asia. All the treaty ports of Asia

160 Williams, H. S. 1958. Tales of the Foreign Settlements, Tokyo. pp. 62.

161 Taylor, J. E. 2002. The Bund: Littoral Space of Empire in the Treaty Ports of Asia, in Social History, Vol. 27,
No. 2 (May), pp. 125-142.
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shared one thing in common, which was essentially, the remoulding of Asian

civilisation along Western lines.

The ‘bund’ became feature that characterised the treaty port. Originating from

the Hindi sTT (baandh), meaning embankment, the term was one of many

loan words from the Indian sub-continent (tiffin, chit, boy, godown) that
encapsulated the colonial era. '®* The formation of various mercantile
embankments throughout Asia were an architectural phenomena that
facilitated the dominance of European trade in the region, arguably kick
starting the periods of immense growth that would follow.*®® Perhaps one of
the most instantly recognisable of these is the Shanghai Bund with its grand
promenade along the Huangpu River.'®* In the nineteen thirties when most of
Europe and North America were struggling with the crippling economic woes
brought on by the depression, Shanghai was, by stark contrast, a booming
metropolis. If New York, Paris, London symbolised the glamour of the Western
world, the East Asian tripartite of Shanghai, Kobe, Yokohama represented its
equally decadent counterpart. These days the Yokohama and Kobe bunds are
largely obscured by a double decker expressway and a variety of other tall
buildings, however, in its heyday the Kobe Bund once earned it the reputation

as Japan's 'Premier Port' and was the main rival to the other 'bunds’, often out

162 _. . o . . . . .

Bickers, R. 1992. Changing British Attitudes to China and the Chinese, 1928-1931, University of London. pp.
101. Bickers mentions these terms in respect to Shanghai society, however, they were used throughout East and
South East Asian settler communities.

163 Warr, A. 2007. Shanghai Architecture. Sydney.
164 Taylor, 2002. pp. 125-128.
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performing Yokohama in trade and industry.*®

Extraterritoriality in Japan operated in many ways similar to China's ‘open door
policy' of the early twentieth century. Overall the system differed greatly from
the key aspects that defined colonies, nevertheless, the approach was close
enough to colonialism for it to be described in such terms as 'semi-colonialism'
or ‘semi-imperialism’, however, the Japanese experience of extraterritoriality is
unique in the fact that the Japanese themselves negotiated their way out of
the arrangement over a fairly limited timeframe of barely half a century.
However, the fact remains that during the extraterritoriality period, which
lasted until 1899, the Japanese were not considered players in the Great
Game. The treaty port itself could be summed up in simple terms as, an area
that operated under local sovereignty, foreign extraterritoriality, and were
derived from laissez-faire capitalism, all of which had profound effects on the
way the ports were spatially arranged. The treaty port often took the form of a

quadripartite division of European colonial power.*® For example:

1: A governor general or equivalent body that held power;
2: Law courts or like bodies that held judicial power;
3: The military (representing military power); and

4: The church (representing spiritual power).

165 Kobe: the Premier Port of Japan, 65 years of Progress in Trade, Industry, Commerce and Shipping, 1868-

1933, specially issued in commemoration of the first Port Festival (Minato Matsuri) on November 7-8 1933.

6 Taylor (2002) has highlighted Lee and Lau's hypothesis in the above article. It should be noted that this
quadripartite division of European colonial power uses the Chinese treaty ports as its example.
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This divisional system was often then supplanted onto the city's spatial layout
with these four categories often materialising along architectural lines within

the city. For example:

1: Executive power in the form of a governor’s residence;
2: Military Parade Ground;
3: Court buildings; and

4: Churches or a cathedral.

While the above explanation refers to the situation in China, the development
of the urban layout in Japan’s ports were quite different. In place of a military
parade ground, there was the recreation ground. Recreation grounds in
Yokohama and Kobe became the focal points of foreign life, particularly in
Kobe whose ground was negotiated between the foreign community and the
Japanese government with the help of Ito Hirobumi. The whole concept of the
ground was the creation of a recreation space for foreign residents and
Japanese for perpetuity. ** Markedly different from the segregated race
courses of Shanghai and even Yokohama. Spaces such as these played a
crucial role in the introduction of modern Western sports, such as, football,

rugby and cricket, into Japan.*®

167 Williams, H. S. 1969. The Kobe Regatta & Athletic Club: the first 100 years, Kobe.

168 Tanada, S. 1988. 'Diffusion into the Orient: the introduction of western sports in Kobe, Japan’, in the
International Journal of the History of Sport, 5: 3, pp. 372-376.
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Yet a similar pattern emerged in Yokohama and Kobe, as had been
increasingly obvious in the China settlements that of gradual segregation
towards consolidated areas of foreign privilege and dominance. Hong Kong
had its Peak, high in the hills behind the city and off limits to the ‘natives’.
Climate was often the excuse as was the case with Simla, the Indian Hill
station in Delhi where British elite escaped the heat. That settlement had all
the characteristics of a British village, becoming almost completely white in the
early 1900s, even trying unsuccessfully to ban Indian settlement until this
became politically untenable in the 1910s and 20s.*® In Hong Kong's Peak,
however, segregation became law in 1902. Areas such as this were ‘social
physical spaces’ that helped maintain the social structure and social behaviour
of British culture in the colonies. Amid fear of increased cultural contact with
increasingly  bourgeois native  populations and rising economic
competitiveness, such spaces were attempts to preserve status and social

structure of the elite Euro-American community.*™

Similarly, Japan’s foreigners consolidated themselves in the hills behind the
settlements, demarcating not only boundaries between business and private
life, but along the racial lines that separated them from the Japanese urban

areas. To Western eyes in the nineteenth century, the Japanese had many

169 Nightingale, C. H. 2012. Segregation: A Global History of Divided Cities, University of Chicago. pp. 133.
170 Carrol, J. M. 2005. Edge of Empires: Chinese Elites and British Colonials, London. pp. 91.
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gualities to be admired. Parallels between imperial tradition were lauded, as
were material culture and aesthetics. However, familiar colonial perceptions
regarding personal character and Japanese aspirations towards equal footing
with the West occupied much of the foreign English language press in the
1870s and 1880s.'"* In the foreign press, the Japanese were to be admired
for their tenacity in aspiring to be more European-like in their manner, customs
and affairs of state, but achieving equal status was viewed and promoted, as
being beyond them. These publications represented the interests of
editors/proprietors and of the small community of Westerners in Japan whose
attitudes and prejudices mirrored those of middle-class Victorian Britain.
Exceptions to this rule were, of course, regular contributors to the newspaper
letters pages, nevertheless, outspoken opposition to the Japanese

government did have the effect of arousing a nationalist reaction.*”?

By the middle of the 1880s Japan’s economic outlook had plateaued for the
foreign population. Gone were the days where fortunes could be made, and a
once ignorant native population were now a trade-savvy force to be reckoned
with. A threat basically, and for this reason the foreign community, particularly
in Kobe, became increasingly insular in maintaining its own traditions when

surrounded by a fast developing country that it could no longer control.

1 Falt, O. K. 2015. The Racial Image of the Japanese in the Western Press Published in Japan, 1861-1881, in
Kowner, R. & Demel, W. (eds) Race and Racism in Modern East Asia: Interactions, Nationalism, Gender and

Lineage, Leiden. pp. 109-113.

12 Falt, O. K. 1990. The Clash of Interests: The Transformation Of Japan In 1861-1881 In The Eyes Of The

Local Anglo-Saxon Press, Oulu. pp. 361
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Relations became even more estranged in the 1880s as an increasingly vocal
press, in Kobe in particular, entrenched itself along a path of criticism and
opposition to Japanese policy and politics. This resulted in some foreign
newspapers becoming subsidised by the Japanese government in order that
sympathetic viewpoints could promoted to counteract the wider hostility of the
foreign press. Despite the fact that there were over thirty foreign papers,
journals and periodicals published in several languages throughout the
extraterritorial period, the press was dominated by English language
publications that inevitably pandered to a British bias, reflecting the
dominance of British business interests in the ports.'”® Treaty revision, or
more specifically the cause against revision, took up much of the pages of the
British-led press, which was essentially the mouthpiece of the club. Several
editors, if not all, were ardent clubmen or had Freemason'’ connections, and
it was in these locales where much of treaty port public opinion was formed

and articulated.!”™

The prominence and pervasiveness of these kinds of institutions during this

era should not be overlooked. In his bleak account of colonial life in Burma,

173 Hoare, J. 1994. Japan’s Treaty Ports and Foreign Settlements: the Uninvited Guests 1858-1899, Folkestone,

pp. 149.

174 . - .
J. R. Black, owner of the Japan Gazette became a Freemason while residing in Kobe, and Black’s son, John

Jnr. became president of the Kobe Club. For more on the Black family, see: McArthur, I. 2013. Henry Black: On
Stage in Meiji Japan, Monash University.

5 The interconnectedness of the various social groups in the ports reveals much about the migration of British
subjects in the East Asian public sphere. Horatio Nelson Lay, one-time owner of the Tokio Times, was at one
point the British Vice Consul in Shanghai, and would later become notorious for defrauding the Japanese
government of one million pounds stirling during his mismanagement of the Japanese railways. Lay also had
familial ties with E. H. Hunter of Osaka Iron Works and a prominent Freemason.
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Orwell stated that, 'when one looked at the Club, one looked at the real centre of the

town... the European Club is the spiritual citadel, the real seat of British power’'”

While the political context of Orwell's story was quite different to that of Japan,
the sentiment regarding the clubs remains the same. Often what appeared
from the outset as little more than an extension of a public school atmosphere
was actually the kind of environment where deals were made, information was
exchanged and where reputations could be made or even ruined. As Rich has

stated, the clubs reinforced the real politick of imperialism.*"

The formation of the settlements themselves also mirrored the urban layout of
metropolitan cities like London. Commercial architecture dominated the
settlement cityscape. Customs houses, club houses, foreign hotels and
Freemason’s lodges dominated the Kobe settlement in the 1870s. It is also
worthy of note that the building of a church was something of a late
development in Kobe reinforcing Orwell's statement concerning the club as
the 'spiritual home' of the foreign community. In fact, in Kobe, the Freemasons
were the first to establish an institution some time before a proper church was
established. *"® Similarly, the Kobe Club was situated at the end of the
Recreation Ground, a large stretch of land used for foreign sports, and was in

walking distance to the Customs House near American Hatoba. St James’ in

176 Orwell, G. 1934: 14, Burmese Days, London.

L Rich, P. J. 1991: 151. Chains of Empire: English public schools, Masonic Cabalism, Historical Causality, and
Imperial Clubdom, London.

178 Black, J. R. 1881. Young Japan: Yokohama and Yedo, London.
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the heart of London's Clubland is famed for its close proximity to the financial
district, therefore, it should be of no surprise that the clubs in nearly all of East

Asia’s treaty ports occupied a similar strategic position.

In regard to Japan’s settlements, the positioning of these institutions should
replace the church and military parade ground as familiar categories that were
replicable among the treaty ports. If we take the previous quadripartite model
as our example, the case of Japan’s foreign ports might look something like

this:

1: Extraterritorial Authority/ Foreign Municipal Council;
2: Parade Ground/ Recreation Ground, Kobe Regatta & Athletic Club;
3: Judicial Authority/ Municipal Court or Consular Courts;

4: Moral Authority/ the club;

It should be borne in mind that the population of Kobe in the early years of the
settlement barely exceeded two hundred inhabitants. Many of those
inhabitants split their time between their own line of employment and an
official or semi-official role in the community. A. C. Sim, founder of the K. R. &
A. C, is listed as a druggist in the Chronicle and Directory of Japan, China and

Philippines in 1870, however, he was also Vice President of the Municipal
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Council and Chief Fireman for the settlement.'” In the first year of its
conception, the club had as many as thirty members, one sixth of the foreign

population at the time.

Ritual and the Club:

Why did these clubs form with such regularity? There are several reasons.
Firstly, the late 1800s were markedly different from the first half of the century
whereby the imperial powers of Europe had acted with more or less impunity
throughout the globe. Ever increasing needs for untapped markets led to was
for the first time a truly global economy. This brought with it never before seen
levels of increased migration, which brought with it all of the social and cultural
mechanisms of the core to the periphery.'®® While the vast Indian subcontinent
drew all walks of life from the British Isles, Japan's foreign population was
based on a disproportionate number of oyatoi, highly trained and educated
individuals schooled in the imperial system with some stemming from an

upper-class or middle-class background.*®

While the upper-stratum of the foreign community was dominated by high-

179 For an account of the life and exploits of A. C. Sim, see Takagi, M. 1996 N\ hS#F %8> LB ACT A
OHREE, AR—=Y, RS> T 1 F5EE, Kobe.

180 Darwin, J. 2002. Globalism and Imperialism: the Global Context of British Power, 1830-1960, pp. 43-64, in

Akita, S (eds) Gentlemanly Capitalism, Imperialism and Global History, London.

181 . . . . .
For a discussion of the employment of foreigners in Japan, see Jones, H. J. 1968. 'The Formulation of the

Meiji Government Policy Toward the Employment of Foreigners', in Monumenta Nipponica, Vol. 23, No. 1-2, pp.
9-30
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ranking consular officials, industrialists and wealthy trading magnates, there
were also a significant number of traders, tradesmen and seamen all from
diverse social backgrounds. This concentrated mix of nationalities and classes
living together in confined territories often led to the demarcation of
boundaries and the allocation of space along racial and class lines. In Kobe,
the foreign settlement was clearly defined from the 'native town' by 'Division
Street’, and one must assume that those living beyond that boundary were in
the eyes of the elite as being beyond the pale. Since the extraterritoriality
system existed in all the treaty ports in China and Japan, all foreigners living in
those ports were not subject to the laws of the land, but rather to the
jurisdiction of their own national consular courts. Crime was often rife, and
early accounts show that attacks and robberies were frequent, causing many

residents to carry a pistol for protection .

It was, therefore, somewhat
inevitable that society among the port began to stratify along class lines to
those of Europe, reverting to a certain ‘clannishness' by forming institutions

that catered for those who considered themselves to be of a higher moral

standard.

A second reason for the emergence of a club culture was that of ritualism.
The age of European imperialism was laden with ritualistic exercises deemed
necessary for the swift propagation of Christian civilisation. Ritualism was

woven into the invented traditions and myths surrounding the spread of

182 - . . . .
Barr, P. 1965. The Deer Cry Pavilion, London. pp. 197. For references to pistol carrying residents see Hiogo
News, Jan 19" 1870.
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imperialism everywhere in Europe and could be found among the various
institutions that emerged among the upper-strata of European society. A
Mason arriving in a hostile environment, for example, as Yokohama or Kobe
would have been to many, would have quickly sought the assurance that
fellow members were there to watch his back, provide much needed business
advice, and perhaps most commonly, an offer of employment. The ritual
aspect of the Masonic rites also served as comforting practice for its members
in that, by participating in these rites, they were able to form a connective
memory to their home nation.*® In Somerset Maugham's short story set in
Kobe, a young hopeful employee falls foul of an older, wealthier
businessman's challenge to undertake a life-threatening swim for a promise of
a clerk's position, drowning in the effort.'3* Although fictional, the incident has
an air of the initiation ceremonies and rituals associated with the public
schools and Freemasonry. Rich has argued that a persuasive ritualism could
be found among various societies, whether masonic or otherwise allowed their
practitioners a significant sway to manipulate the country and the Empire.
Similarly sports and athleticism were ritualistic acts in the process of
indoctrination of the imperial mindset, thus, sport in school and in an imperial

context, such as the club, became ritualistic exercises. %

183 Harland-Jacobs, J. 1999: 245 in 'Hands Across the Sea: The Masonic Network, British Imperialism, and the
North Atlantic World', in Geographical Review, Vol. 89, No. 2. pp. 237-253.

184 . . . . . .
For reference to this particular short story, see 'A Friend in Need', in Maugham, S. 1935. First Person

Singular, London.

185 _. . . . . . . . . .
Rich, P. J. 1991. Chains of Empire: English public schools, Masonic Cabalism, Historical Causality and

Imperial Clubdom, London. pp. 190-194.
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In her work on the social activities of Scottish communities in British India,
Buettner suggests that the social clubs that emerged acted as rituals of
solidarity, comprising of symbolism and practices that were created in order to
unite those involved by invoking a common identity.'®® This was only possible
as the actors involved in carrying out these rituals were familiar with them
because they were connected to those cultural traditions, regardless of
whether they were invented or otherwise, by the very fact that they belonged
to that particular culture. These rituals became embedded in colonial society
and were replicated ad infinitum as Europeans sought to replicate their own
forms of society wherever they were based. Cannadine has suggested that in
an essentially static age, unchanging ritual may remain deliberately unaltered
so as to give the impression of continuity, community and comfort, despite

overwhelming contextual evidence to the contrary.'®’

Club Formation in Japan:

Complete records for the birth of Japan’s foreign clubs are rather spartan, thus
dating their exact formation can be somewhat problematic. As Japan’s nearest
neighbour, the development of the Chinese treaty ports had a significant
influence on the social and spatial development of cities like Yokohama and

Kobe. Nearly all of the merchants arriving in Yokohama after the port’s official

186 Buettner, E. 2002. Haggis in the Raj: private and public celebrations of Scottishness in late imperial India, in
The Scottish Historical Review, vol. 81, no. 212, part 2 (Oct). pp. 227.

187 Cannadine, D. 1983. Context, Performance and the Meaning of Ritual: the British monarchy, in Hobsbawm,
E & Ranger, T. (eds) Invention of Tradition, London. pp. 108.
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opening were coming from the already established foreign enclaves of

Shanghai and Hong Kong.

Yokohama's two earliest clubs were the United Club and Club Germania, both
founded in 1863, the same year in which the Shanghai Club was officially
founded.’®® Anglo-German social and business collaboration would prove to
be a key feature of all the East Asian treaty ports*®® during the Meiji era. In
Japan both communities remained close, but tended to socialise separately
until the outbreak of WWI. Yokohama, which opened in 1859, was the largest
hub of foreign activity followed by the smaller Nagasaki settlement in southern
Kyushu. Kobe was something of a late starter, opening in 1868, but soon
outgrew Nagasaki in size and importance. While the settlements on the East
China coast acted as a benchmark for how Japan’s concessions would
evolve, there were several distinct differences in Japan’s experience with
extraterritoriality and consequently, how this would affect the Euro-American

settler communities that would take root there.

Extraterritoriality went far beyond the Dejima system, the artificial island
created specifically for the VOC in the 1600s. The new agreement first
entered into with the US, soon included the Netherlands, Russia, France and

Britain under the bilateral Ansei Treaties of 1858. These treaties, which

188 The official date for the Shanghai Club’s formation was 1863. However, earlier clubs and societies almost

cesr)tainly existed before this.
Bickers, R. 2015. The Scramble for China: Foreign Devil's in the Qing Empire, 1832-1914, London.
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effectively ignored Japan’s sovereignty in regard to jurisdiction over
foreigners, denied tariff autonomy, and the inability to block further privileges
for not just one, but all the favoured nations, meant that this had become
Dejima times a hundred. Despite the concessions that the Japanese had been
forced to grant to the foreign powers, the treaty port system was still
oppressively restrictive in regard to foreign mobility within Japanese shores.
While foreigners could out-gun their overseers if need be, however, the main
tenet of the foreign presence in the country, was that of peaceable trade, or
certainly as peaceable as possible. However, the merchant community
routinely pressured the British and French consuls to approve military action in
order to protect the interests of the foreign community on several occasions in

the early 1860s.**°

In the early days of settlement there was often conflict between official British
policy line and commercial interests of the British mercantile community. One
case in point was the community reaction to the murder of Charles Lennox
Richardson in 1862. As Yokohama’s first high profile murder victim,
Richardson was already a wealthy man by the time he reached Yokohama,
having made his fortune in the lucrative trade in opium before de-camping to
Japan for what would be for him, one last sojourn in the East. Richardson was
part of a riding party who had encroached upon the retinue of a Satsuma

daimyo on horseback on the Tokaiddo Road. Conflicting accounts by members

190 . . .
Denney, J, W. 2011. Respect and Consideration, Leicester. pp. 43-53
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of the group make pinpointing what exactly caused the incident difficult to
clarify. However, it appears that Richardson, who was accustomed to treating
Asians as subordinates, was partly to blame for his own death at the hands of
overzealous samurai.*®* Richardson’s murder went some way towards a more
cautionary approach in interactions with Japanese authority, however, as
George Smith, Bishop of Hong Kong noted, Europeans and Americans
continued to ‘demean themselves with the air of a superior and conguering race even

in countries where they are largely tolerated by the governing powers’.*%?

In the days after his death a delegation of members of the Yokohama
community consisting of officials, military men, and merchants from the ‘treaty
nations’ held a ‘sacredly secret’ meeting in which the British Captain Vyse
rallied the assembled group towards a military response to the murder. Vyse
of course, along with the other members present had no jurisdiction to do so,
and was also in direct contradiction with the advice and orders of the British
Consul General, and superior officer, Edward St. John Neale.*®® Pressure to
remove Neale by the mercantile community afterwards was proof of a growing
sense of perceived power by the merchants, who saw themselves as the
indispensable grease that kept the settlement wheels turning, showing
evidence of an emerging class distinction between mercantile and diplomatic

foreigners, something that would prove to be a feature of settlement society in

191 Denney, J. W. 2011. pp. 78
192 Smith, G. 1861. Ten Weeks in Japan, London. pp. 238
193 (Ibid.) pp. 105
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the early decades of extraterritoriality. Neale was subsequently denied
membership of the club, presumably a club whose membership consisted of
the conspirators who wished to usurp his authority. Neale it seemed was no
longer a member of the communal clique forming between the members of the
‘club’ of the European powers. For the conspirators, the Japanese had gone a
step too far it killing a ‘member’ of their group and club consensus was to take
the Japanese down a peg, a course of action which was never taken, seeing
Neale’s judgement vindicated at home but which in Japan made him a social
pariah amongst his peers. Similar thinking would manifest itself after Japan’s
defeat of the mighty Qing dynasty in 1894. Then too, the old European club of
imperial powers, this time Britain aside, joined in unison to deny Japan entry

into their hallowed club.

The Reinterpretation of Western Civil Society in the Meiji Era:

Many of the traders who had set up shop in the Kobe settlement were of
humble beginnings; self-made men, no doubt, with gentlemanly aspirations.

While Japan was never incorporated into any foreign imperial body in any
formal capacity, during the period of extraterritoriality (1853-1899), the foreign
communities of Japan's treaty ports were effectively autonomous regions
governed by their own laws and not subject to Japanese jurisdiction. Consular
courts were set up to ensure that foreigners were protected by the umbrella of

their own country’s laws. This included the many Chinese in the ports who
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were protected, to a point, by British law.***

While quite distinct from colonialism, the system did impinge on the
sovereignty of Japan, in a way reminiscent of what has been termed as
informal imperialism. The Chinese situation in the nineteenth century and first
half of the twentieth century is a typical example of an ‘informal empire' in
relation to the other Asian countries, such as British India, which fell into the
more concrete example of ‘formal empire' with regard to its relationship to
Britain. In regard to Japan, Akita has argued that the British overseas
influence stemmed not only from traditional hold over its formal and informal
empires, but perhaps more specifically to the global network of the financial
hub of the City of London and its influence on the financial sectors of the

capitalist world-economy.**°

Specialists in Anglo-Japanese relations, such as lan Nish, have posited that
after the signing of an alliance with Japan in 1902, the British considered the
Japanese a trusted ally rather than as part of the British informal empire.**°
This theory, however, does evoke the opinion that before this agreement,
Japan was essentially viewed as falling within the grey area of the formal and

informal imperial sphere by the British. Japanese protestations regarding a

194 . . . . . .

Chinese could call on the representation of British law due to the existence of the British Supreme Court in
Shanghai, however this only extended so far. If a Chinese murdered a Japanese citizen, for instance,
representation would be refused. See Smith, G. Ten Weeks in Japan, London.

195 Akita, S. (eds). 2002. Gentlemanly Capitalism, Imperialism, and Global history, New York.
196 Nish, 1.1966. The Anglo-Japanese Alliance: The Diplomacy of Two Island Empires 1894-1907, London.
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speedy end to the system were divided British and American opinion, with the
British minister, Harry Parkes in particular proving obstinate in his approval of
the great leaps by the Meiji government at the Tokyo Conference on treaty
revision in 1882. %" While the British government clearly benefitted from
maintaining the status quo of the extraterritorial system, in 1894, Japan and
Britain signed a treaty eliminating consular jurisdiction and revised the tariff
rates (Japan would wait until 1911, however, for full tariff autonomy). Other
countries soon followed in Britain's wake, yet Japan was still regarded as a
relatively weak country prior to the First Sino-Japanese War of 1894.*% Such
a skirting of Japan’s legal sovereignty was basically akin to legal imperialism,
as Japan would again face humiliation after being forced to capitulate territory
it had legitimately won from China after the Triple Intervention by Russia,

France and Germany in 1895.%°

Partly because of its extended period of self-isolation during the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, the Japanese found themselves occupying, what
might be termed as the 'Goldilocks zone' of the geopolitical landscape by the
late 1800s. In this sense, Japan was deemed as neither 'not too warm' nor
'not too cold' in terms of development, and the relatively short period of

extraterritoriality that it endured was seen as a sufficient amount of time to

197 . .
Cortazzi, H. 2005. Collected Writings, London. pp. 56

198 . . - .
Perez, Louis G. 2000. Japan Comes of Age: Mutsu Munemitsu and the Revision of the Unequal Treaties.
London.

199 - . o .
Kayaoglu, T. 2007. Legal Imperialism: Sovereignty and Extraterritoriality in Japan, the Ottoman Empire, and
China. London.
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bring her standards up to those viewed as acceptable to the eyes of the West.
The astonishing speed whereby the Japanese changed, from a feudal society
with an agrarian economy to a modern industrial nation, is perhaps one of the
greatest success stories in economic development in the past two hundred

years.

Japan’s reinvention of itself and reinterpretation of Western civility had a huge
role to play in how the country now wished to be perceived by the outside
world. War prints of the 1894 conflict show the Chinese as cowering Orientals
next to the staunchly Western appearance of the Japanese, moustaches
clipped and uniforms immaculately pressed. While many had previously
mocked the Japanese for aping Western dress and manners, this was a self-
conscious image that had taken several decades to perfect. Whereas the
transoceanic elite and gentlemanly ‘way of doing' had been centuries in the
making in the West, and Japanese efforts towards incorporating Western
manner and customs were greeted with mixed responses. As such, Japanese
high society lurched somewhat awkwardly onto the path of westernisation.
Western style buildings began to house newly formed ministries and
proponents of the Western way, like Mori Arinori, even went as far as

suggesting that English replace Japanese as the national language.?®

Central to this new adopted ideology were the founding of various clubs which

200 . . . . .
Cobbing, A. 1998. The Japanese Discovery of Victorian Britain. London.
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catered to Japan’s new elite. What these clubs symbolise, in the Japanese
context, was a conscious distancing of traditional Confucian philosophy by
those favouring a stronger adoption of almost anything Western deemed to be
of any value to the Meiji enlightenment. Ardents of this new philosophy, such
as Inoue Kaoru, commissioned the British architect, Josiah Conder, to design
Tokyo's grandest club in order to convince visiting dignitaries that the
Japanese were worthy of joining that most exclusive club of imperial nations.
The building itself had become a testament to a way of life, a symbol that
Japan was now truly modern, and perhaps even ‘clubbable’. Whilst stationed in
London during his term as Japanese Minister, Mori Arinori became a close
confidante of Herbert Spencer, dining regularly together at one of St James’s premier
clubs, the Athenaeum. As a diplomat, Arinori’'s position gave him automatic
membership and the club became the pinnacle of his social life during his stay in the
city.?®! It was arguably in this atmosphere where Arinori honed his political beliefs,
undoubtedly influenced by Spencer regarding the reorganisation of Japan’s civil

service.?%?

By the 1880s club culture had become rooted in Japanese civil society, even
penetrating gender boundaries on a level that rivalled or even surpassed that
of their European or American contemporaries. Admittedly, many of these
clubs, such as the Romaiji Club which advocated the use of Romanised script;

the Ladies Etiquette Club and the Women’s Association of Western Coiffures,

21 Checkland, O. 1989. Britain’s Encounter with Meiji Japan, London. pp. 128-130.

292 (1bid.)
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leaned heavily towards the notion spreading the doctrines of westernisation to
every facet of Japanese life. This aside, while such association much seem
trivial by today’s standards of women’s liberation, societies such as those
mentioned were examples of the emerging liberal attitudes that characterised

the era.?®

Widespread fads promoting westernisation were not without purpose. The
Twenty Days Club, formed in 1876, lasted ten years. Its sole purpose being to
bring together young men Army and Navy officers of the Choshu together.
However, the club was disbanded on the grounds of appearing too partisan.?**
Treaty revision was seen as a national goal that united the country, and which
a willing public duly embraced. However, when the seeds of their effort did not
bear fruit, public opinion quickly soured towards an establishment that was
seen as pandering towards the West. Hirobumi’'s government was dubbed ‘the
dancing cabinet’ after staging an opulent ball at the Rokumeikan in 1887,
where Japanese nobles dressed in elaborate costumes in what widely
regarded as a public relations disaster. From this date onwards the embrace
of all things western lost much of its momentum to a broader conservative
counter reaction towards foreign customs and manners.”® The Rokumeikan

would become a symbol of Meiji excess, ridiculed by many Japanese as

293 Copeland, R. L. 2000. Lost Leaves: Women Writers of Meiji Japan, Hawaii. pp. 19.

2% The Japan Weekly Mail, 27/2/1886
2% Barr, P. 1968. The Deer Cry Pavilion, London. pp. 179.
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shameless pandering towards a disinterested West.?*® Japanese couples in
full European garb failed to impress Pierre Lotti who dismissed the spectacle

as a 'monkey show'.?"’

Conservative backlash aside, there remained an appetite for club association
amongst Japanese high society and club-like institutions mushroomed
throughout the Tokyo administrative landscape in the years that followed.
Conder would also go on to design the Mitsui Club, commissioned soon after
the business leaders Mitsui and Iwasaki (Mitsubishi) had achieved kazoku
status after the Sino-Japanese War of 1896.?% Japanese clubs also exhibited
an international flavour that was often altogether lacking in the more exclusive
clubs of the foreign settlements. Tokyo metropolitan society became
increasingly ‘international’ in the final decades of the nineteenth century in
terms of social structure. 1880 saw the creation of the Kojunsha Club, an
association which catered to Keio University alumni, created by Fukuzawa
Yukichi after a visit to Britain. The Kojunsha Club was specifically designed
emulate the London club scene and to foster discussion and a mature
approach to politics, effectively becoming a place where members could form
bonds of trust, to network and share information.?*® Soon after the Tokyo Club

was formed in 1884, again with a similar purpose, members to this club

2% Enthusiasm for the Tokyo Club in the Rokumeikan was often criticised in the foreign press as being fairly

weak, at which point the Japan Weekly Mail commented that the club, ‘cannot be called eminently successful’.
6/2/1886.

27 Buruma, I. 2003. Inventing Japan: 1853-1964, London. pp 46.

208 Lebra-Sugiyama, T. 1993. Above the Clouds: Status Culture of the Japanese Nobility, Los Angeles. pp. 46.
2% MacFarlane, A. 2002. The Making of the Modern World: Visions from the West and East, London. pp. 268.
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generally stemmed from Japan’s highest ranking families, most notably the
Imperial household, as well as the country’s wealthiest foreigners.?° Tokyo’s
clubs were accessible to most foreign travellers virtually by virtue of them
being from overseas. A well connected foreigner could easily find a way to
dine at the Tokyo Club amid the country’s financiers, foreign naval officers and
military attachés.?™* A key feature of these clubs was reciprocity. Being a
member of one prestigious club guaranteed a member certain privileges with

other clubs which were held in affiliation.

Some clubs even became tourist attractions, such as Tokyo’'s Maple Club or
Koyo-kwan. Here a visitor could mingle with an international crowd of officers,
merchants or students in the atmosphere of a sprawling traditional Japanese
style building. Known for its excellent restaurant, members could wile away
the hours with their fellows or guests while being entertained by dancing
girls. ¥ Kobe resident and naturist, Richard Gordon Smith, was mesmerised
by the elegance of Tokyo's Maple Club, commenting, 'there is nothing to see and
yet there is everything to see. So clean and so absolutely artistic in every detail that

you are left in wonder and to wonder to yourself, are you the civilized Briton, really

civilized at all? What is your house or your club in comparison to this??** Clearly,

Japanese interpretations of British metropolitan clubland were perhaps more

210 Cortazzi, H. 1988. Kipling's Japan: Collected Writings, London. pp. 226.

21 swanson, B. (eds). 2012. A Plain Sailorman in China: The Life of and Times of Cdr. L.V. Gillis, USN,
Annapolis. Chapter. 3

212 Lloyd, A. 1909. Every-Day Japan: Written After Twenty-Five Years Residence and Work in the Country.
London. pp. 295-6

13 Gordon-Smith, R. 1898. Travels in the Lands of the Gods, London. pp. 34.
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in line with contemporary British modernity, and by contrast it was foreign club
association in the settlements that had remained static and parochial. Meiji
intellectuals, such as Fukuzawa, had seen the value of the club as a forum for
political discussion marked by its independence from the sphere of central
government. In contrast to British club culture, Japan’s associational clubs had
a degree of transparency that was often lacking in metropolitan London. This
is perhaps demonstrated by the active role that women had in promoting their
own institutions as well as the mixed gatherings at the Rokumeikan. While
class and status played a role in both countries, it is quite clear that Japanese
club aficionados were keen to socialise with foreigners as equals, a courtesy

that, sadly, was often not reciprocated by those living in the settlements.

Conclusions:

Cain and Hopkins ?** have employed the term Gentlemanly Capitalism to
describe what they see as the process of international gentrification, which
helped to establish a common pattern of social and cultural behaviour
amongst the upper-class of Britain's imperial possessions. As Britain grew as
an economic power, so too did the power and influence of an already
entrenched group of elite society that had existed prior to the era of imperial
expansion overseas. This elite society was bound by a common goal that

transcended the boundaries of the British homeland. Effectively, what

214 _ . . o . .
Cain, P. J & Hopkins, A. G. 1987. Gentlemanly Capitalism and British Expansion Overseas Il: New
Imperialism, 1850-1945, in The Economic History Review, NS, Vol. 40, No. 1 (Feb), pp. 1-26.
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emerged was a global imperial elite that broke free of the traditional notion of
gentrification being synonymous with land ownership. The status of landed
gentry remained largely intact and indeed could arguably be considered as the
initial social model from which the new transoceanic elite based themselves
upon. Throughout the British Empire the elite were drawn together by a
common purpose and adhered to similar set of cultural and behavioural codes
of practice. Even though many of these social groups were divided
geographically and operated in differing contexts, they nevertheless followed
distinctly similar lifestyles, displayed many of the same characteristics, and
developed a number of interests and associations that transcended local and
regional frontiers ?°>. During the period throughout the British colonial
territories, class structure was both mirrored and distorted in relation to the
homeland. Thus, the imperial British hierarchy was viewed as the prime model
for society amongst its subjects, and the reinforcement of British metropolitan

hierarchies overseas was considered the norm?®.

In relation to the foreign community residing in Kobe and the other former
treaty ports of Japan, it is a fair assumption to presume that the English-print

media played a crucial role in terms of promotion and standardisation of

215 Bowen, H. V. 2002, in Gentlemanly Capitalism and the Making of a Global British Empire: Some Connections
and Contexts, 1688-1815, in Akita, S (eds) Gentlemanly Capitalism, Imperialism and Global History, London. pp.

33

216 . . . L
Cannadine, D. 1998, in Class in Britain, London. pp. 64
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European manners and practices.”’ In general, most of the pioneers who
were willing to risk their lives in search of profit in an inhospitable environment,
as Japan was at that time, came to Japan convinced of the intellectual, moral
and spiritual superiority of what they thought of, not as their ‘culture’, but rather
their ‘civilisation'. There were also widely held beliefs among many concerning
the superiority of their 'race’, as ideas concerning the hierarchy of the races
were gaining popularity throughout the Western scientific world in the latter

half of the nineteenth century?'®.

This kind of racial superiority was expressed in a variety of ways, perhaps
most notably through the agreement of extraterritoriality, which was seen as a
national humiliation to many Japanese®?®, but also through the exclusionary

220 Indeed, there

policies of the clubs that were based on similarly racial lines
was even a point when the Kobe Club considered passing a motion to exclude
Japanese membership, eventually bowing to British consular pressure to

abandon the idea. As Barr has noted, Japan was never colonised, but the

217 . . . . .

For a more detailed discussion of the role of the English language press in Japan's treaty ports, see Félt, O.
K. 1988. 'Image of Japan in Foreign Newspapers Published in Japan Before the Meiji Restoration', in Nish, I.
(eds) Contemporary Writing on Japan, Paul Norbury Publications.

Dunch, R. 2002: 310, in Beyond Cultural Imperialism: Cultural Theory, Christian Missions, and Global
Modernity, in History and Theory, Vol. 41, No. 3 (Oct). pp. 301-325.

219 Perez, L. G. 2000.

220 The Kobe Club was in all sense and purpose a 'whites' only club. The clubs entrance policy was
unashamedly classist and racist, with the unofficial rule being, no mariners, no Eurasians and no shopkeepers.
There were very few Japanese members, and those who were generally held high positions in government,
business or industry. A similar discussion on the racial exclusiveness of the clubs can be found in Sinha (2001).
As late as the 1970s the Shioya Country Club and Estate proudly advertised that the institution was Kansai's only
exclusive 'Caucasian’ residence. Papers of the Harold S. Williams MS6681/1/114 (Shioya). National Library of
Australia
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foreigners that resided there were imperialists for all that.?** Social-networking
formed a crucial role within this development and the replication of a club
culture is perhaps one of the most identifiable forms of association that

emerged during this period.

Despite the fact that Japan was an independent power, these institutions were
virtually identical to the similar institutions that emerged throughout the British
Empire and were formed by an association of, to use Cain & Hopkins' term,
Gentlemanly Capitalists. Similarly, the dominant voice of the treaty ports in
Japan, as in China, was British. While the Chinese represented the bulk of the
foreign population in the Japanese treaty ports, the British remained the most
vocal and largest of the non-Asian of the foreign groups until WWI. They were
the biggest bankers and the main traders. British Shipping commanded the
coastal trade. The foreign press was for the most-part British owned and
edited. The British consular establishment was the most well established and
efficient, therefore, they were also the main exploiters of the extraterritoriality

system??,

The emergence of an elite society fostered an alliance of mutual benefit

forged between representatives of landowners, and the heads of trading and

221 Barr, 1965: 245

222 . . . -
Hoare, J. 1999. Treaty Ports, Treaty Revision: Delusions of Grandeur?, in The Revision of Japan's Early
Commercial Treaties, The Suntory Centre, November, 1999. pp. 18.
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financial institutions®?*. These Gentlemanly Capitalists were at the very heart
of the expansionist process, most notably in the increasingly powerful financial
service sector of London in the nineteenth century. It should therefore come
as no surprise that coinciding with the rise of London as an international
financial hub, we see the emergence of a network of elite social clubs that
came into being as a direct result of the formation of the financial sector, and
whose premises were within walking distance from the London stock

exchange.

If we are to take Cain & Hopkins' terminology as a given, gentlemanly
capitalists were responsible for the propagation of a whole set of social mores
that went hand in hand with overseas European expansion and the
'‘westernisation' that accompanied it. In the case of Japan, this relationship
would last largely unchanged until the end of extraterritoriality in 1899.
However, Japan has simultaneously occupied the roles similar to those of
colonised and coloniser through the interaction with Western nations, and later
in its actions towards neighbouring Asian countries. ?** Through the
establishment of institutions such as the European Club, the Japanese were
introduced to a Western society that was modelled along rigid social
hierarchies. Emulation of western practices was even actively encouraged

under the new government. The Imperial family were the first to set an

223 Cain & Hopkins, 1987.

224 Nishihara, D. 2005: 244, in Said, Orientalism, and Japan, in Alif: Journal of Comparative Poetics, No. 25,
Edward Said and Critical Decolonization, pp. 241-253.
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example by releasing a portrait of the Emperor in western attire, and leading
figures such as Mori Arinori were key proponents of all things western, from
personal grooming to the adoption of the English language for state affairs.?*
By deploying new often imported, social knowledge and models of social
relationships, the new middle-class in Japan towards the end of the nineteenth
century helped to create a new dialogue in order to tackle the national and
social problems of the day. Even though this new middle-class constituted a
politically unified body, they nevertheless formed a crucial role in the shaping
of public opinion and helped influence the governing system of the new

Japan.?*®

Were those who formed the elite society in Kobe 'gentlemanly capitalists'?
The question as much as the term itself remains somewhat ambiguous.
Certainly there were those among Kobe and Yokohama society who fitted the
bill. However, there were also a number of individuals who were perhaps
shaped by the distinct political differences that set Japan apart from the
traditional colonial spheres. Above all, Japan remained sovereign, and as
such, the foreign residents who chose to remain for any length of time to try
and shape and manipulate the nature of the country's economic, social and
political life, were in turn shaped by their relation to Japan. Despite the

diversity of membership at the clubs in Japan, there remained something

225 Esenbel, S. 1994: 157-158, in The Anguish of Civilized Behavior: The Use of Western Cultural Forms in the
Everyday Lives of the Meiji Japanese and the Ottoman Turks During the 19" c., in Japan Review, 5, pp. 145-185.

6 Ambaras, D. R. 1998. Social Knowledge, Cultural Capital, and the New Middle-Class in Japan, 1895-1912, in
Journal of Japanese Studies, Vol. 24, No. 1. (Winter). pp. 1-33.
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distinctly Anglophile about their set-up giving them a characteristic reminiscent
of similar institutions that existed wherever the British had any political or
economic influence. In this respect, the European club was an institution that
emerged virtually as a direct result of imperialist expansion, and as such, they
can be found in any country that has had a history of economic or social
interaction with the British Empire. These clubs acted as institutions that
represented the metropole of the home nation in the peripheral society of
whichever country they happened to be in. In this sense, the clubs can be
seen as satellites of Western metropole society whereby among their varied
roles as places of amusement and relaxation, they were also used as arenas
for the propagation of Western hegemonic ideologies. The European club,
therefore, emerged in Japan at precisely the time when a new European
public world of politics and economics was being consolidated in Meiji era

Japan and in many other spheres of European influence.

European elites, it has been argued, were 'processed'?’ for domestic and
social life in the overseas community. Effectively forming a network of
communities that were replicated along similar lines both culturally and
spatially, foreign clubs served as a training ground for how representatives of
their society were expected to behave. By 1932 there were as many as 24

foreign clubs and institutions operating in Kobe alone.?® Interport sporting

221 Sinha, M. 2001.

228 . . . . . .
Anon. 1933. Kobe - the Premier Port of Japan: issued in commemoration of the first port festival, Kobe.

132



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

competitions were a yearly event in most calendars in the clubs of Kobe,
Yokohama and Shanghai helping maintain bonds that transcended formal
business dealings, and contemporary accounts allude that they were highly

regarded events that were sources of enormous pride.?*

Just as in other communities where clubs emerged, these institutions served
as a way of incorporating Europeans abroad into a new political and social
order. However, just as the Anglo-Indian community was separated from the
native society, so too was the foreign community in Kobe. While Japan
appears to have not been so racially segregated as the colonial spheres of
India or Africa, the Japanese and Western residents rarely mixed in a social
setting that could be called cosmopolitan. Hearn's description of crossing the
concession line as being akin to, ‘crossing the Pacific Ocean, which is much
less wide than the differences between the races’, *° hints that

internationalism was the ideal but not the norm.

229 Black, J. R. 1881. Young Japan: Yokohama and Yedo, London. Williams, H. S. Anon. 1933. Kobe: the
Premier Port of Japan, 65 years of progress in trade, industry, commerce and shipping, 1868-1933. 1970. The

Kobe Regatta & Athletic Club, Kobe.

230 Hearn, L. 1896. Kokoro: Hints and Echoes of Japanese Inner Life, Boston.

133



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

Chapter 2:
Settler Society and the Club.

Introduction:

Clearly, the formation of associational clubs was not unique to the Japanese
treaty ports. While the previous chapter outlined their development and
influence upon the Japanese socio-cultural environment throughout the late
1800s, this chapter sheds light on the individuals who frequented them.
Divided into two sections, the main focus of section () is concerned with the
evidence we have for the importance of the club to settler society in the
literature of nineteenth century sojourners, diplomats, engineers and other
visitors. Within this literature, we can identify the different channels taken by
new arrivals to the port whereby residents sought to align themselves with
particularly influential sections of treaty port society. Moving on from this, we
explore the abstract concept of ‘clubbability’, the factors that combined to
make a resident of the settlements ‘clubbable’, or in other words, worthy of
club membership. Being clubbable was commensurate with gentlemanly
character, and our final sections show how, through various measures
facilitated by club membership, elite sections of settlement society began

increasingly distancing themselves from the wider Japanese populace.

134



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

Moving on from this theme, section (1) examines the influence of the British in
port society. While the ports were home to a diverse number of nationalities,
British residents numbered almost three quarters of the white population up
until the Great War. This section illustrates that despite consisting of a group
of individuals from diverse cultural and socio-economic backgrounds, outside
observers had a tendency to clarify settlement society as ‘English’ in
character. This common perception was no doubt fuelled by the virtual
Anglophone domination of the settlement social scene, which included the
foreign press, and was countered only by the presence of the Germans who
had their own club. Nevertheless, some affluent foreign merchants certainly
aped the mannerisms and demeanour similar to those of the British gentry.
This section argues that the increased insularity of Kobe’s English speaking
‘international’ community contributed greatly toward a sense of anti-foreign
feeling amongst the local Japanese population who increasingly viewed the

extraterritorial system, and those who facilitated it, as a national insult.

Foreign Life Under the Treaty Ports System:

Reminiscing about the early decades of treaty port Yokohama, the founder of
the settlements oldest club commented that in the late 1860s, ‘Society’ was in
its embryonic stage’.?** Women in the port could be counted on the fingers of

both hands and the bustling merchant community had earned itself a

%1 Mollison, J. P. 1909. The Social Life of Yokohama in the Early Days, in Japan Gazette Yokohama Semi-

Centennial, Yokohama. pp. 41
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reputation as a bawdy and often dangerous frontier town. Merchants jostled
with two-sworded samurai, whalers, sealers, and a variety of seamen hailing
from all over the globe, even as far away as the Pacific Islands.?*? Gradually,
as port life became for want of a better term, more ‘civilised’, those with a
vested interest in the economic success of the ports sought to distance
themselves from what they viewed as the more transient elements of
settlement society. Yokohama resident W. H. Griffis observed that, ‘the
predominating culture, thought, manners, dress and household economy in
Yokohama, as in all Eastern ports, is English’.?** Associational clubs were the
biggest social occasion for the average resident of Japan’s treaty ports.
Primarily men, and occasionally, their wives, became members of a privileged,
semi-colonial society who enjoyed a flourishing club scene, along with cheaply
abundant servants that provided near total isolation in their daily business

from the broader realities of Japanese life.

Such a lifestyle was based on the privileged status which rested on the tariff
structure and the continuation of the extraterritorial system.?* In the absence
of any single colonial power controlling the administration of the settlements,
the fraternal institutions that were run by a network of transoceanic Euro-
American bourgeois came together to fill the gap normally occupied by a

military or overseas civil service. Existing in the extraterritorial grey area

232 \wjilliams, H. S. Papers of Harold S. Williams. MS6681/2/74-79 (Yokohama). National Library of Australia.

33 Griffis, W. H. 1876. The Mikados Empire, London. pp. 341
234 Murphy, K. 1993. Neither Out too Far Nor in too Deep: The American Merchant Experience in Japan, 1859-
1899, University of Maryland. pp. 22.
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between the Japanese state and that of the Western diplomatic realm,
clubmen organised themselves under the banner of trade, conviviality and
camaraderie, creating institutions which sealed trade and business alliances
behind closed doors, privy only to a select few within their own circle of trust.
As this culture of association evolved, long term residents of these ports
began to operate under local sovereignty, foreign extraterritoriality, facilitated
by a tradition of laissez-faire capitalism in the region that had significant

consequences on Japan’s cultural and economic development as a whole.?*

The clubbable elite of treaty port society were at the cusp of a new era in
Japanese social and political life. Japan in the Meiji era had gone through an
intense transitionary phase from feudal society to modern nation state in an
effort to create a sense of nationhood, which would both bring stability to the
country and instill a sense of pride and loyalty amongst its citizens. 2*°
However, as Suganami has observed, the transition was not taken willingly,
but was rather imposed on the Japanese who had to deal with wholly foreign
and new methods of business formality, entirely new concepts of social
institutions, and international relations.?*” Within this new cultural and political
framework existed a community of outsiders through whom Japan received

much of its experience of and communication with the West. It has been

235 Taylor, J. E. 2002. The Bund: Littoral Space of Empire in the Treaty Ports of Asia, in Social History, Vol. 27. No

2. pp 132.

3% Guth, M. E. C. 1996. Japan 1868-1945: Art, Architecture, and National Identity, in Art Journal, Vol. 55, No. 3,
Japan 1868-1945: Art, Architecture, and National Identity (Autumn, 1996), pp. 197.

il Suganami, H. 1984. Japan’s Entry into International Society, in Bull, H. and Watson, A. (eds) The Expansion
of International Society, pp. 185-199. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
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argued that throughout the nineteenth century, what we have come to know
as ‘international society’ was heavily imbued with a set of cooperative norms
which facilitated the transition in status of a state from ‘non-civilised’ to
‘civilised’ in order to gain entry into European International Society.?*® Bearing
this in mind, the positioning of the club as the main community forum within
the treaty port public sphere becomes clearer. In this respect the club
phenomena was in itself an unconscious addition to the package of
cooperative norms that accompanied the other measures which facilitated the
transition of Japanese social and political life. As we have already seen, the
club life of settler society in Japan differed little from that of the other ports of

foreign activity in East Asia.

This is to say that social clubs provided the foreign community with a sense of
purpose, whereby their premises became assembly points that allowed
members the opportunity to develop a sense of pride and community that was
ultimately constricted by contemporary Japanese politics. A network of
expatriate clubs and associations became the mechanism through which the
foreign community expressed itself culturally and dictated the de facto
homosocial rules of conduct between the predominant white male population
of the treaty port in the years of extraterritoriality and beyond. Gentleman’s
clubs were woven into the fabric of the community on multiple social and

economic levels by recreating familiar European class and racial boundaries,

238 Gong, H. 1984. China’s Entry into International Society, in Bull, H & Watson, A (eds) The Expansion of

International Society, London.
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yet at the same time, some clubs promoted international cooperation,

egalitarianism and community altruism.?*

If we take Kobe as our example, a foreign resident had a choice of three
institutions in the late 1800s, the Kobe Club, the Kobe Regatta & Athletic Club,
or the Hiogo & Osaka Lodge Freemasons. The Kobe Club was the most
exclusive, generally home to members of the merchant and financial
community; the K. R. & A. C. was perhaps the most egalitarian club which
welcomed members from all nationalities as long as they took an interest in
sport; and finally a Masonic Lodge catering to residents of all classes who
were registered Freemasons. Membership of each of these bodies relied
entirely on a person’s standing in the community or perceived class. A
Freemason might be eligible for the sports club but no the more exclusive
gentleman’s club, however a member of the gentleman’s club might be a

member of all three.

Club life prepared settlers in East Asia for various life and career paths,
helping members of the community integrating into an unfamiliar society with
new sets of rules and business etiquette as well as a shielding them from an
equally unfamiliar native society, often potentially hostile, with an infinite

number of perplexing and fascinating cultural differences of its own. Just as in

239 Perhaps the single best example of this kind of club in Japan was the Kobe Regatta & Athletic Club. Initially

just a sports club, the disaster relief efforts spearheaded by the clubs founders saw the club become a shadan
hojin, a status similar to that of an NPO, where the activities of the club are considered to be in the public
interest.
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Europe, members affiliated with different fraternal institutions were well placed
to become successful in their chosen business field, privy to networks and
information often at the highest levels of government, and well positioned to

enjoy a standard of living that many would have envied in their homelands.?*°

Upon arrival in Yokohama and Kobe foreign visitors could find European-style
hotels with adjacent billiard and bowling saloons as well as a number of other
less salubrious grog shops in the back streets of Native Town. Virtually
cocooned from the outside world for often weeks at a time, settlers busied
themselves with club life, horse and boat racing, hunting and a variety of other
social occasions. Japanese servants could be readily acquired to assist
settlers as bettos, basically grooms for horses, or as more menial ‘boys’, the
general term given to most servants. Early treaty port life was unashamedly
chauvinistic due to the low female populations in the first decades of
extraterritoriality, making the creation of male-only social activities as an
inescapable necessity. The ever present threat of alcoholism led to moderate
temperance being supervised by fellow peers, becoming one of the prime

reasons for the need of a designated club.

Ports, by their very nature, have always relied on large numbers of sea traffic

which brought with them hordes of sailors, who by tradition have always been

20 pavid Henry James, president of the Kobe Regatta & Athletic Club, counted Genera Nogi, Lord Northcliffe

and Sun-Yat Sen amongst some of his acquaintances, which even included members of the Imperial household.
James was also published a number of articles of the Kobe Chronicle and was an author in his own right. See
Chapter 6 this volume and also, James, D. H. 1951. Rise and Fall of the Japanese Empire, London.
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heavy drinkers while in port. Public drunkenness amongst sailors was a
common complaint among the more respectable treaty port residents, and as
Dower has suggested, more than a few traders and visiting seamen fell short
of being exemplary goodwill ambassadors. A law unto themselves, foreign
sailors often clashed with seamen from elsewhere in the region in deadly knife

fights where several deaths were the common outcome.?*

Asia’s treaty ports could never be portrayed as shining examples of moral
rectitude, however, Yokohama in particular, quickly gained a reputation as the
‘Wild East’ with one quarter of the settlement affectionately known as
‘Bloodtown’.?*? By 1865 the settlement had five hotels, twenty-five grog shops
and an unrecorded number of brothels. Less than half a decade after the port
had opened the settlement perfectly embodied the contrasting aspects of
sobriety and vice, wealth and squalor that so characterised the treaty ports of
East Asia.”* Isolation, the great fear of overseas service, was less of a
problem for settlers in East Asia, with the decline of a man’s moral character
being the real threat. 'The East, alas!" wrote Hugh Clifford, ‘has too often had the

power to debase the moral standard of the white men who have settled in it’.?**

241 Mayers, W. F. (et al.) 1867. The Treaty Ports of China and Japan: a complete guides to the open ports of

those countries, together with Peking, Yedo, Hong Kong and Macao, London. pp. 104

242 power, J. W. 2008. Yokohama Boomtown, Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

243 Dulles, F. R. 1965. Yankees and Samurai: America’s Role in the Emergence of Modern Japan: 1791-1900,
New York. pp. 78

24 Clifford, H. 1906. Heroes of Exile, London. pp. 5
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This degeneration might take one of several forms: ‘barbarism’, ‘loafing’ or
‘going native’. Loafing meant the loss of self-esteem where a man could
quickly succumb to the very real threat of alcoholism, and nothing redeeming
was perceived by ‘going native’, which usually meant taking an Asian
mistress, something which most Westerners in Japan indulged in, showing the
very different attitudes towards Japanese couplings to those that existed

elsewhere in East Asia.?*

It is therefore no surprise that more respectable members of treaty port
society sought the refuge of their own social club, not merely to differentiate
themselves from the rougher elements of the port, but also as a means of
grounding themselves in the standards, of their own societies, or at least as
close as they could possibly replicate them. As the years progressed, a
picture emerges of a community that was anxious to prove its level of civility,
as the residents of the settlements strove to convey that, despite being on the
periphery of the European imperial enclaves, theirs was a society equal to that
of any European metropolitan centre. As most of port society was made up of
self-made men, emulating the familiar trappings of an upper class life became

symbols of success in the open ports.

Costs were cheap in the early days, and a merchant earning two-hundred and

fifty yen a month could live a life of luxury. Servants were affordable,

245 Leupp, G. P. 2003. Interracial Intimacy: western men and Japanese women 1593-1900, London.

142



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

champagne sales unusually high, and a person’s standing in the community
could be buoyed by the measure of their hospitality.?*® Dinner parties were
held ad nauseam with one Yokohama resident bemoaning, ‘dinner is the test of
success in life [in the settlements]’. **’ To the outsider, port society often
appeared gauche, and residents of the foreign settlements were self-
consciously aware of how their community was perceived by the outside
world. Visitors to the ports generally painted the residents in a poor light, with
one commenting that, ‘it is the fashion to gush about Japan. Everyone does so,
except the Europeans who live there’.?*® Japan was after all, little more than an
exotic outpost for many Europeans in the late 1800s, and the foreign
community had developed what could be termed as a ‘treaty port cringe’ in

their sensitivity to the barb of B. I. J., being ‘born in Japan’.?*°

Clubs had multiple purposes, they were agents for forwarding mail, spaces for
private and business introductions, arenas for the exchange of crucial
information, and perhaps most importantly, schools for survival, teaching new
arrivals the best habits for surviving overseas life.?*° Lafcadio Hearn once
confided to a close colleague that he did not care for treaty port residents,

‘because they are never happy unless they are in evening dress, and | abhor evening

246 checkland, O. 2003. Japan and Britain After 1859: Creating Cultural Bridges, London. pp. 10

247 Griffis, W. H. 1876. pp. 341

48 Braham, J, J. 1918. The Surgeon’s Log: impressions of the Far East, London. pp. 118

29 \illiams, H. S. 1958. Tales of the Foreign Settlements, Tokyo. pp. 25

250 Rich, P. J. 1991.Chains of Empire: English Public Schools, Masonic Cabalism, Historical Causality, and
Imperial Clubdom, London. pp. 170
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dress’. ' As Lafcadio Hearn observed, British residents in East Asia in
particular were more likely to dress in evening suits ten times more often than
they would at home. This predilection towards maintaining seemingly archaic
customs abroad became the central theme of Somerset Maugham’s 1924 The
Outstation, where the central character Warburton routinely dresses for dinner
despite being the only Englishman for hundreds of miles in colonial Borneo.?*?
Such was the pretense of a luxurious or well-to-do lifestyle among the treaty
port residents during Hearn’s term as a guest editor of the Kobe Chronicle in

the late 1890s.

For Hearn to single out this particular trait which provoked his ire, we can
surmise that, from Kobe to Borneo, club life had become entrenched in the
lives of the average treaty port resident. But how can we discern what impact
the abstract notion of ‘clubbability’ had as a value in the treaty port arena of
the Meiji era? What were the reasons for the clubs popularity and why was
membership so central to the success of treaty port life? 'Clubbable’ was how
Dr. Johnson described his eventual biographer, the Scotsman James Boswell,
with the word thereafter embedded in the English lexicon to be used as a
badge of distinction upon bearer. To be clubbable, is to be fit to be a member
of a club, whereby the member does not merely get something out of the club

but also contributes to it.?*3

%1 Eoxwell, E. 1908. Reminisces of Lafcadio Hearn, in Transactions and Proceedings of the Japan Society,

London, Vol. VII, Seventeenth Session, 1907-1908. Part I. pp. 71
%2 Maugham, S. 1924. The Outstation, London.
%3 Darwin, B. 1943. British Clubs, London. pp. 2.
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This reciprocal give-and-take relationship with the club, particularly, but not
exclusively, in the overseas context, acted as a cultural comfort blanket for
Western expatriate residents throughout wider Asia. Reciprocity was a key
feature of club privilege, and one of the prime rationales behind their
establishment overseas. Membership of one elite club generally guaranteed a
members acceptance at another, giving patrons access to an almost unbroken
network of worldwide institutions that stretched around the globe. Members of
the Yokohama Club, for instance, were affiliated with sister institutions in
China and India where they could enjoy all the privileges on offer thanks to the
reciprocal agreement that existed between them.”* New arrivals to the ports
were drawn into a network of organisations that enlarged their social circle of

acquaintances and promoted a sense of civic identity among the community.

A vibrant social scene was pivotal in keeping all overseas Europeans
entertained throughout the colonial public sphere, and Japan was to be no
different. Kobe and Yokohama, the two main centres of foreign trade, became
renowned throughout the globe as centres of sociality, where the daily pattern
of life treaty port life revolved around the club and maintaining a set of
exclusively guarded networks. Days started late and finished early. Socialising
at the club took up most evenings whereas weekends were devoted to the

popular recreational sports of the day, such as hunting, cricket, rowing or

%4 Finck, H. T. 1895. Lotos-time in Japan, New York. pp. 15
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horse racing. In such a way, club life had become synonymous with home life,
essentially replicating the domestic sphere of the West, while effectively
shielding members from having to deal with, what they perceived as, their less
sophisticated hosts. Yokohama and Kobe’s success as trading ports brought
them international fame which attracted tourists from around the globe as well
as drawing the attention of an array of vaunted European writers and

artists.?®

The concept of the club itself became a corporate brand identity, an emblem
of exclusiveness. Membership to the right institution could serve a man well
throughout his life by giving him a professional identity, earning him the
respect and affiliation of an elite peer group. By presenting oneself as
clubbable, treaty port residents were setting themselves apart from non-
Europeans in a temporary refuge where the corporate identity of the overseas
European was institutionalised and ritualised.?® Examining the clubs via the
literature associated with Japan’s treaty ports brings into sharp focus the
many channels through which empire, politics, and commercial expansion
affected the transformation of Japan, but perhaps more importantly, the flaws
in the relationship between both foreign and Japanese that were allowed to go

unchecked for decades.

25 pierre Lotti, Lafcadio Hearn and Rudyard Kipling are perhaps the three most famous writers to take an

interest in Japan, each staying for extended periods in the country.
26 stockwell, A. J. 1982. The White Man’s Burden and Brown Humanity: Colonialism and Ethnicity in British
Malaya, in Southeast Journal of Social Science, Vol. 10, No. 1, pp. 48
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Gaugqging Clubbability:

Clubbability in its British context was gradually validating the changes in social
status that were taking place in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
where the many social arrangements, social relations, and social participation
were being directly transferred to the world of empire. The clubs with their rigid
social demarcations of worthiness or unworthiness of membership were easily
transported to the colonies where the same rules that applied to social status
were now shifted to that of racial status. In this regard the clubs were the
successor of the English public school system whereby members were
‘schooled’ for various career paths within a particularly British context, as the
influence of the metropole expanded its reach to the colonies, club life

became synonymous with imperial service.?’

Although widespread, club membership numbers were never huge. Yet
neither was the public school population of Britain. What matters most was
that, just as with the public schools, club membership was drawn from the
ranks that held political, economic and social power and therefore their
causality in the development of Western capitalism and economic dominance
in the region makes their development as a phenomena worth
documenting. ?*® Passengers arriving by boat up the Huangpu River to the

Shanghai bund were greeted by the looming skyline of the Shanghai Club at

%57 Black, B. 2012. pp. 148
28 Rich, P. 1991. pp. 181
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one end and the largest bank and Customs House at the other, leaving little

doubt as to where the centres of power lay within the settlement itself.?*°

Mercantile success of port cities like Kobe and Yokohama led to their
popularity as tourist destinations for those seeking their own Oriental
adventure. What were initially dangerous outposts for the few Western
merchants and sailors who were willing to base themselves at the edge of
Asia, had been transformed by the 1880s had made them attractive locales in
which to live. Although quite distinct from the hill stations of the British Raj,?*°
Japan’s treaty ports exhibited many similarities to such environs where class
and race became the central criteria for acceptance in an often rigidly caste
driven community. Elsewhere in the colonial public sphere of East Asia’s
treaty ports, the social distance created by exclusive white clubs, informal
cliques, and disdain for Europeans who married Asians, allowed most
Europeans to avoid thinking about the contradictions between modernisation
and racial ideology of colonial society. Instead, racial ideology was articulated
in the club and legitimated the vast inequality in economic terms between

Europeans and Asians.

The position of the Western male in Japan had radically changed by the

1860s. While previously the Dutch had been hemmed in by Japanese wary of

29 Clifford, N. R. 1991. Spoilt Children of Empire: Westerners in Shanghai and the Chinese revolution of the

1920s, London. pp. 71
260 Kennedy, D. K. 1996. The Magic Mountains: Hill Stations and the British Raj, University of California.
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the costs involved in regard to inter-cultural exposure with Europeans,
nineteenth century treaty port residents behaved with an impunity and
confidence backed up by consular jurisdiction. Prominent merchants and
official representatives found themselves actively involved in a number of
roles and activities. Most of the settlements high profile businessmen
belonged to the Chamber of Commerce, of which a few would then be on the
board of the Municipal Council, the Club committee, and many more involved
themselves in the various sporting activities popular at the time. Clubs and
clubmen were at the very heart of the nineteenth century notions regarding
power, class, and urban space.?®* They were in effect, carving out their own
mini-imperial enclaves that, thanks to the benefits of the unfair system of
extraterritoriality, allowed them to live affluent and often semi-autonomous

lifestyles.?%?

The foreign presence in Japan was widely hated, at best tolerated, where
attitudes reminiscent of the colonial mindset of the nineteenth century began
to take a superior and condescending stance towards the Japanese in relation
to Europeans.?®® As Western life in the settlements became more entrenched,

the arrogance and general social exclusiveness of the foreign trading, banking

261 Milne-Smith, A. 2011. London Clubland: a Cultural History of Gender and Class in Late Victorian Britain,

London. pp. 3

22 Wirgman poked fun at the laziness of the foreign community who were more occupied with extracurricular
activities than with business in the port, The Japan Punch, vol. 2. pp. 168. The Keswick branch of the Jardine
dynasty in China regularly headed the board of the Shanghai Municipal Council, which in its early years was
dominated by Scots, giving rise to the moniker Shanghailander, an amalgamation of Shanghai and Highlander.
Hann, J. H. 1984. The Shanghai Municipal Council, 1850-1865, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society Hong Kong
Branch, vol. 24

253 | eupp, G. P. 2003. pp. 127
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and official classes in Japan drove a wedge between the two communities that
resulted in significant changes throughout Japanese society, giving rise to
what some contemporary authors have referred to as a psychological
inferiority complex amongst the Japanese.?®* Yet, conversely, Japan and the
Japanese maintained an enigmatic status in the eyes of the Euro-American
community, and the success of the treaty port system itself paved the way for

a new burgeoning tourism market catering to middle-class ‘globetrotters’.?®

However, the extraterritorial settler was neither a colonist nor a tourist, and if
an inferiority complex existed, it stemmed largely from the Japanese
intellectual elite who saw both the settler and Japan’s march toward
Enlightenment as a necessary evil.?®® There were, of course, a myriad of
individuals who were in Japan for a similar myriad of reasons. Unfortunately,
merchant traders were not keen diarists, and their true thoughts on matters
such as imperialism, race or even spirituality remain wholly unknown to us.
Evidence of the centrality of the club as a social mechanism and its influence
are exhibited in the ubiquity of mentions regarding them in virtually every
contemporary account of the settlements. Yet it was due to that very same
exclusivity, which has resulted in much of the details about their true social
function being hidden, as these mentions are often only two to three lines in

length, or a maximum of a page or two. Thankfully there are enough detailed

%4 Apend, H. E. 1944. Treaty Ports, New York. pp. 176; Steadman, J. 1969. The Myth of Asia, New York. pp. 35
25 The term ‘globetrotter’ initially appears to have been a derogatory term in the late nineteenth century, and may
even have entered the English lexicon via the Japanese foreign settlements. Foreign trade facilitated the rise of
Japan as a tourist destination, which spawned a number of travelogues between 1860-1930.

%% rokawa, D. 1985. The Culture of the Meiji Period, Princeton. pp. 74-75
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accounts of the clubs that when combined with other contemporary sources, a
picture of a cliquish, often unashamedly parochial business community
emerges. Writing in the early 1900s, North China Herald Correspondent
George Murray perfectly summed up the Kobe settler community vis-a-vis the

Japanese in two words, ‘petty; comfortable’.?®’

While the clubs remained exclusive to an extent, what emerges regarding
status in settlement society in Japan involved a mixture of official standing, as
in diplomatic postings and individual merit. Many men chose to settle
permanently in Japan in what would appear to be a mixture of both solid
commitment to the country’s development and the more tangible reasons of
familial ties with Japanese spouses. However, those who did commit to
Japanese life more often than not lived distinctly Western lifestyles, even
sending their half-Japanese children to school abroad. *® Rather than
developing a cordial relationship throughout the forty odd years of
extraterritoriality, the evidence suggests that business rivalry between

foreigners and Japanese deteriorated dramatically in the years after 1900.%%°

However, throughout British Asia the Japanese were generally exempt from

the usual disdain in which fraternisation and intimate relationships were

%7 Murray, G. T. 1906. The Land of the Tatami, Shanghai. pp. 9

% Frank M. Jonas of Kobe had a Japanese mother and an English father, but was schooled in Scotland. Yet, by
contrast, Scottish lighthouse-keeper Joseph Dick lived a distinctly Japanese lifestyle, taking a Japanese wife with
whom he had two children after separating with his Scottish wife and family in 1875. Harold S. Williams Papers,
Natlonal Library of Australia (MS6681/3/14+26)

Young R. 1919. The Foreigner in Japan, in Morton-Cameron, W. H. (eds) Present-Day Impressions of Japan,

London. pp. 411-412.
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looked upon in relation to other ethnicities. In racially charged Shanghai for
example, in the British controlled police force, a relationship with a Japanese
woman was deemed acceptable, to a point, yet a similar arrangement with a
Russian or Chinese was considered less s0.%’® Such ambiguity towards racial
mixing is evident in the demographic records of the treaty port populations.
Reports inevitably fail to record the numbers of Chinese resident in the ports,
despite the fact that they vastly outnumbered the western residents. Neither
do they include the wives or children nor the number of residents who were
involved in the so-called permanent or impermanent ‘marriages’ that took

place between Japanese or Chinese women.*"*

Mixed relationships in Japan were widespread long before their penetration
into contemporary popular culture of the day a la Puccini’'s Madama Butterfly.
Puccini no doubt borrowing the title from the infamous Butterfly Game, an
arrangement concocted by Japanese go-betweens to find suitable matches for
foreigners with young brides. Such marriages were perfectly legal but often
short, sometimes for as little as two years, after which the marriage would be
annulled once the foreign suitor returned home.?’? Prejudices of the day on
both sides of the cultural divide created difficulties for mixed couplings, which

may have led to marriages remaining ‘unofficial’ in the eyes of either foreign or

2’0 Bickers, R. 2004. Empire Made Me: an Englishman Adrift in Shanghai, London. (digital edition)

1 Ennals, P. 2014. Opening a Window to the West: the foreign concession at Kobe, 1868-1899, Toronto. pp.
147
272 Barr, P. 1989. The Deer Cry Pavilion: a story of westerners in Japan, London. pp. 185
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Japanese law.?”® Yet it appears that such ‘arrangements’ were extremely
common, perhaps more so with those less concerned about their own social
standing in the business community or with the many transient residents who
passed through the ports.?’* Soldiers had many ‘comfortable arrangements’
with Japanese women as observed by J. J. Mahlmann who commented on the
many mothers who lined the streets sobbing with the children of the British
and French soldiers in Yokohama in 1875.%”° Similarly, the lack of Western
women was still common enough in the 1890s when Henry Finck visited
Yokohama commenting that, ‘club life plays a very prominent role in Yokohama,

partly owing to the fact that so many of the residents have no family ties’.?"®

However, while interracial marriages were common in the settlements, the
offspring of those relationships suffered some degree of discrimination, most
notably from the so-called ‘international’ community. A young British student
interpreter, John Twizell Wawn, was chastised by Ernest Satow for having a
relationship with a ‘Eurasian’ woman, the daughter of, according to Satow, ‘a
Japanese of no particular reputation and a vulgar Englishwoman’. Apparently
without any irony, as Satow was himself married to a Japanese woman, he

complained that, ‘it would be most undesirable that any man who may eventually

"3 some of the earliest mixed marriages between foreigners and Japanese were surprisingly between British

women and Japanese men who had been exchange students in Britain. See, Noboru, K. 2002. Three Meiji
Marriages between Japanese Men and English Women, in Cortazzi, H. (eds.) Britain and Japan, Biographical
Portraits Volume 1V, London. pp. 383-396.

2" st. John, C. H. 1880. Notes and Sketches from the Wild Nippon, Edinburgh. pp. 218.

2> Mahlmann, J. J. 1918. Reminiscences of an Ancient Mariner, Yokohama. pp. 123-124
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become consul; should marry a woman who is also a Japanese subject’.?”” The
entire exchange suggests Satow’s own relationship with a Japanese woman
had been a hindrance to his career, as he was never able to officially
consummate the marriage under British law. Yet contrary to Satow’s disdain
for mixed marriages, his own appears to have been a happy one.?"®
Surprisingly, in some cases, foreign, or children from a mixed relationship
suffered less discrimination amongst their Japanese classmates at school.
Suggesting that, towards the end of the Meiji era at least, attitudes towards
internationalism were more receptive among younger Japanese than
previously thought. ?’° Satow’s objections seem bizarre given his own
situation, however, Wawn’s subsequent blackballing from the Kobe Club soon

after suggests that the interpreter paid little heed to his superiors advice.

British Consul J. C. Hall attributed the blackballing to the fact that Hall himself
was Wawn’s proposer. Hall describes, ‘a very bad spirit at the [Kobe] Club’,
showing that despite the political clout of being Consul, his standing in the
community relied heavily upon cooperation with those in the merchant
community. ?° The reason for the blackballing is not specified in Hall's
correspondence. However, it was more than likely related to the fact that

tariffs were to be normalised throughout the country a year later in 1899,

27 Ruxton, I. C. 2007. The Semi-Official Letters of British Envoy Sir Ernest Satow from Japan and China, 1895-

1906, North Carolina. pp. 77

278 Ruxton, I. C. pp. 2010. The Diaries of Ernest Satow, British Minister in Tokyo (1895-1900), North Carolina. pp.

Xix

27 McDonald, H. 2014. A War of Words: the man who talked 4000 Japanese into surrender, University of
ueensland.
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suggesting there was still widespread disapproval amongst the merchant
community with regard to the ending of the extraterritorial system. Most
merchants feared the end of their fragile trade monopolies and favoured the
continuation of a system that shielded their affluent lifestyles. In this case
memories concerning business honesty were extremely short. In addition,
many businessmen were quick to criticise Japanese trade duplicity,?®" all the
while forgetting the role that merchants had in almost bankrupting the
Japanese by buying their gold, weight for weight with silver, an action which
nearly brought the country to its knees in the 1870s.?%? If there was any truth

to the accusation of trade duplicity, the Japanese had learned from the best.

Blackballing at the clubs clearly had a political motive, and a similar case
involving the Belgian Consul at the Yokohama United Club suggests that such
action was routinely exercised to pressure diplomatic staff in the settlements.
Just how effective this measure was is difficult to quantify. However, being
denied access to the club would have meant being outside of the loop in terms
of the key business and financial arrangements that were taking place.
Animosity towards consular staff can be traced to the very earliest days of
settlement which suggests that such behaviour had virtually become part of
port politics by the 1890s.2*® The overall impression is given that the

mercantile community used this tactic to block unpopular officials gaining

281 Cray, O. 1904. Japan and its Regeneration, New York. pp. 29; Mattock, A. T. 1911. Japan for a Week (Britain

Forever), London.
282 (1bid.) pp. 112
83 Jones, F. C. 1931. Extraterritoriality in Japan and Other Diplomatic Relations, London. pp. 54.
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access to worthwhile information in an age where communications were still

largely done face to face.

Settlement society could often be rigidly complex in relation to class and
ethnicity. In regard to the Kobe Club much social injustice was done due to the
exclusion of the unspecified racial category of ‘Eurasians’.?®* This inevitably
included children born of mixed marriages, where even white members of
society who were born in Japan found themselves ineligible for membership

unless their fathers were high-ranking members.?%

Single men involved in commercial activity were often expected to take a
Japanese ‘wife’, with the relationship benefitting both the wife’'s family
economically and the merchant, by providing him lucrative business links of
association through the wife’s family.?®® On the subject of interracial marriages
and social standing, what was deemed acceptable and what was not is
extremely difficult to clarify. Marriages recognised under British law, for
example, required wives to become British citizens, and virtual prisoners in
their own country as they would have been confined to life within the foreign
settlement. Conversely, couplings that fell short of this arrangement tended to
be recognised only in Japan, making them easier to walk away from, meaning

they were often sham marriages set up for business reasons only. As

4 ‘Eyrasian’ was a term in wide use throughout British Asia. Neither European nor Asian, individuals classed as

such tended to occupy a distinct social limbo. See, Yap, F. 2011. Eurasians in British Asia during the Second
World War, in Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. 21, Issue 4, pp. 485-505

285 \illiams, H. S. 1975. The Kobe Club, Kobe. pp. 228-239, Abend, H. E. 1944. pp. 183

28 | effingwell, A. 1892. Rambles Through Japan Without a Guide, London. pp. 8
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foreigners were unable to buy land, this inconvenience could be
circumnavigated via marriage with a Japanese. A case involving foreigners
wishing to secure land on the summit of Mt. Rokko in 1899 shows that they
appear to have done so in their wives names to sidestep the embargo on
foreigners obtaining property in the region.”®” Again, this proves that cries of

‘duplicity’ were more often the pot calling the kettle black.

How the children of these marriages fared is also difficult to pinpoint.
Seemingly, the term ‘Eurasian’ was an incredibly loose term which appears to
have had as much to do with social status as it did with racial categorisation.
In colonial Singapore for example, the European Singapore Cricket Club was
exclusively white, while the Singapore Recreation Club catered to the
Eurasian population. ?® By the 1890s many merchants had committed
themselves to a live out their lives in Japan as many had Japanese spouses

and Japanese children. Commenting in 1892 Albert Leffingwell stated that:

‘the intermingling in commercial relations of Occidental and Oriental
races seems everywhere in Asia to create a new theory of morals. What
would be regarded decidedly wrong at home looks right enough in Asia...
[in Yokohama] a new race is growing up, corresponding with the Eurasian

of British India.”%®

87 Ruxton, I. C. 2005. pp. 405
288 yap, F. 2011. pp. 487
289 | effingwell, A. 1892. pp. 8

157



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

However, by striving to protect their tariff rights foreigners had effectively
boxed themselves into a corner. Forbidden from entering into partnerships
with their Japanese equivalents, foreign firms were gradually being edged by
competing Japanese firms, a situation which continued until only the largest
and most well-established firms were left.?® Only a decade before Leffingwell
wrote the above statement the U.S had passed the Chinese Exclusion Act

effectively barring Chinese from settling there.

However, Eurasians in some contexts were seen as embodying the best of
both worlds, often balancing on the tightrope between prejudice and
privilege. ' Their exclusion from the clubs is all the more puzzling as it
appears to contradict the development of settlement society itself. Shunned by
the city’s most exclusive club, Kobe’s growing Indian population formed their
own in 1904, known as the Oriental Club, later becoming the Indian Club in
1913. By 1910 the Kobe Club was now being touted as a British Club
(inclusive of all nationalities) presumably in juxtaposition to the Concordia
which was listed merely as German.?®? Rather than consolidating a sense of

an international community by 1900, what appears to have taken place was

29 Ernold, E. 1891. Seas and Lands, New York. pp. 388

21 Teng, E. J. 2013. Eurasian: Mixed Identities in the United States, China, and Hong Kong, 1842—1943,
University of California Press. pp. 5

22 Anon. 1910. The Directory & Chronicle for China, Japan, Corea, Indo-China, Straits Settlements, Malay
States, Sian, Netherlands India, Borneo, the Philippines, &c: With which are Incorporated "The China Directory"
and "The Hong Kong List for the Far East”, Hong Kong. pp. 647
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the stratification of society along more increasingly national or political

allegiances.

British heel-dragging in regard to treaty revision in the 1880s had driven the
Japanese to seek closer consul with Germany as Britain routinely hesitated on
treaty revision in spite of French, German, Russian and U. S advancements
towards fairer trade relations.?*® Yet despite the military alliance between
Britain and Japan in 1902, signed rather ironically in what would later become
the Landsdowne Club, and its renewal in 1905 and 1911, the Alliance was
viewed as a superficial agreement in the eyes of the local English language
press.?®* Proof that it was indeed a shallow friendship was shown in 1919
when Britain, forced by its obligation to Australia, voted in unison with the
United States in rejecting Japan’s bid for racial equality at Versaille in 1919.
Foreign lifestyles in Japan no doubt played their part, ultimately contributing to

a continued mood of disillusionment with the West amongst the Japanese.?®

In relation to mixed relationships with the Japanese, there were undeniably
many men who cared little regarding the official viewpoints of the British
establishment. It was often the case that wives were openly acknowledged in
Japan but kept from public knowledge in the West.?®® Bachelor lifestyles,

however, were persuasively encouraged by British and American firms who

293 Ernold, E. 1891. pp. 383

29 japan Chronicle, Jubilee Number 1918
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forbade their young staff to marry young. The International Banking
Corporation was just one among many of the foreign businesses who actively
dissuaded their white employees from marrying until they had reached the
grade of accountant, usually requiring more than a decade of service.?’
Those who bucked the trend inevitably blew any chances of promotion and
this unwritten rule was just one of the many ways the younger ‘griffins’ life-

paths were guided by the older ‘hands’ in the treaty ports.

Brothels were, of course, everywhere, and Kobe, in particular, had a number
of establishments which catered to western clientele only, with Japanese
being excluded. However, the club also provided another less well-
documented service by hosting events that catered to the ‘China Coasters’,
travelling prostitutes, usually European or American, who plied their trade
through the network of trading ports with Yokohama and Kobe being their final
port of call. As sexual disease was rife, these women acquired a reputation for
cleanliness and apparently many made small fortunes through attending
various organised club balls and regattas.?®® The method behind this rather
arcane and controlling system forced younger employees to seek
companionship at the club, inevitably chaired by the very same captains of
industry who discouraged their personnel from engaging in any form of

independent lifestyle.

297 Abend, H. E. 1944. pp. 177

28 (Ibid.). pp. 178-179.

160



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

Clubbability in this sense was all about maintaining a loop of continuous
reciprocal relationships between the firm, and the club; the foundation of
which formulated the very concept of the treaty port itself. Maintaining a
sociable lifestyle was of paramount importance to young white members of the
merchant community and any deviation from this practice was seen not only
as a sign of stinginess, or unsociability but a failure to conform to the
establishment line. Extraterritoriality was, after all, built on fragile foundations
and any show of nonconformity would have been regarded as having serious
consequences concerning the legitimacy of western dominance in the
region.?® If the banks and merchant firms represented western economic and
business power, the club was the corporate face of western social power. In
this regard, settlement life for the clubbable resident adhered to a rigid
minimum standard of living, particularly for entertaining, applying to virtually all
of the senior members of the professional white community from consular
officials to bank managers and the heads of import and export houses. Failure
to maintain the standards that resulted in a loss of ‘face’, one of the few
Eastern concepts that were wholeheartedly adopted by the leaders of the
foreign community which applied as strictly to them as it did to the

Japanese.®*®

2% One example was view towards learning the language. Although there were many foreigners who excelled in

the Japanese language, showing any interest in gaining a proficiency in an Asian language outwith any
professional capacity was viewed with suspicion in some circles. See, Clifford, N. R. 1991. Spoilt children of
empire: Westerners in Shanghai and the Chinese revolution of the 1920s, London.

39 Abend, H. E. 1944, pp. 182. An example of the pressures surrounding losing ‘face’ in settlement society was
the suicide of prominent businessman and Freemason, Edward Charles Kirby. See Chap. 5.
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Thus, the traditional, and often ubiquitous ‘club’ of the white European imperial
realm, previously the haven for the colonial elite, had now become common
ground for a broader middle-class of settler society.*** However, a glimpse
into just how settlement society replicated similar British class-conscious
cligues was observed by American orientalist and teacher William Elliot Griffis.
Griffis was scathingly critical of what he perceived as the importation of

traditional English class divisions, commenting:

‘Be it known that a great gulf is fixed, socially and commercially, between
the two castes, and the difference is mountainous. With us, a shopkeeper is
a man and a brother; in Yokohama, in the eye of the clubs, and with the
elect of wealth, fashions and the professions, he is but a heathen and a
publican. Advertising, the use of a sign-board, and such-like improprieties,
are evidences of low caste, and cosign the offender to the outer darkness,
far away from happy club men and select visitors. This relic of English
caste traditions, rank, and class worship is not so strong as formerly, but it
is sufficiently potent to cause many a bitter pang and many heart-burnings

to those who first experience it in their new residence in the East.” "

East Asian markets had already been sewn up in the early decades of the

treaty ports, and most of the larger firms had bases or agents throughout the

%91 Sinha, M. 2001. Britishness, Clubbability, and the Colonial Public Sphere: the Genealogy of an Imperial

Institution in Colonial India, in Journal of British Studies, Vol. 40, No. 4, At Home in the Empire, October, pp. 489-
521.

%2 Griffis, W, E. 1876. Mikado’s Empire: personal experiences, observations, and studies in Japan, 1870-1874,
New York. pp. 337
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centres of European and American trade. New arrivals, therefore, found
themselves on the receiving end of a fiercely protective cabal of merchant
trading houses hostile towards any new business that may have chipped away
their fragile monopoly in the region. Griffis’ viewpoint shows clearly the
dichotomy between colony and metropole with regard to the British population.
In Japan this fairly small yet economically significant group was beginning to
show signs of commonality with their colonial counterparts elsewhere in the
British Empire at precisely the time when London was continually professing
the ideals of social and racial inclusion.**® In the treaty port, relationships with
the Japanese were far from reciprocal. Japan’s settler population took their
cue from the colonial public sphere in their day to day dealings with the
natives. Servants regularly felt the boot or cane of those who saw themselves
as the master of the relationship, with the British in particular gaining a

reputation amongst Japanese employees as tyrants.**

Communication between foreigner and Japanese was apparently often
physical, and paints a poor picture of the behaviour and manners of the
foreign population. In 1901, naturalist Richard Gordon Smith made a note in
his diary that his interpreter did not take the beating he gave him well, showing

even after the abolition of extraterritoriality, foreigners still behaved with an

303

w04 Schwartz, B. 2011. White Man’s World, Oxford. pp. 109

Griffis, W. E. 1876. pp. 342; In 1863 T. B. Glover was charged by the Nagasaki Governor for nearly beating a
Japanese messenger to ‘near death’. Although widely heralded as one of Japan’s most influential foreign hands,
Glover had a reputation for violence against his Japanese labourers. Showing that Griffis’ testimony appears to a
fair representation of events. See Gardiner, M. 2008. At the Edge of Empire: the Life of Thomas Blake Glover,
London. pp. 52.
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arrogance and impunity that did little to foster notions of equality and
internationalism.3% Language difficulties remained constant barrier in regards
to business dealings throughout the extraterritorial period. Language
acquisition in the early decades was very much a one way process, with the
Japanese taking up the burden in earnest. The lack of any fluency on the part
of foreigners was put down to there being no available teaching materials or
teachers. While this is no doubt true to some extent, foreign interest in
learning Japanese, at least amongst English speakers, was generally found
wanting.>° Most left the task to missionaries and diplomatic staff, with day-to-
day business dealings being arranged through Chinese compradors. Fluent in
Japanese, they acted as go-betweens between the foreign merchant houses
and their Japanese counterparts. This inefficient and convoluted way of doing
business carried on well into the 1880s until new generations savvy in both
business practices and languages, began replacing the no longer needed
foreign merchants and clerks.®**” However, a crude lingua franca known as
‘Yokohamaese’ did exist, which appears to have had a direct connection with

treaty port club life.

Bishop Homoco and the Yokohama Dialect:

305

. Gordon Smith, R. 1986. Travels in the Land of the Gods: the Japan Diaries of Richard Gordon Smith, London.

Nish, I. 2002. Collected Writings of Richard Storry, Surrey. pp. 336

397 Griffis, W. E. 1876. pp. 338; The Japan Weekly Mail of June 9th 1888 mentions the inroads made by native
merchants in rural areas as they tried to usurp the trade monopoly of the foreign merchants. The Mail goes on to
defend the merchant’s expertise and right to trade in Japan.
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The language of treaty port clubbdom was almost exclusively English or
German. Club biographer, H. S. Williams attested that club affiliation amongst
residents was generally decided by whichever club represented the national
interests of their home country. Scandinavian, and Dutch residents most often
choosing to patronise the German club, whilst other Europeans and
Americans tended to frequent the ‘international’ club frequented by the British
residents. *® Just how well the majority of foreign residents could
communicate in Japanese is difficult to ascertain. However, the club appears
to have played a role in the promotion of a basic form of Japanese that
covered the essential language needs and wants of residents. Most
merchants picked up a smattering of pidgin Japanese known as the
Yokohama dialect, and a quick glance at the stock phrases within the thin,
widely circulated pamphlet published in 1879 under the pseudonym of Bishop
of Homoco gives an insight of the power relationships of the day. Much of the
drills in the phrasebook dealt with numbers, commands for servants, or useful
phrases for tourists, such as ‘I wish to see some nice small curios’ (your a shee
cheese eye curio high kin); ‘send it to the Grand Hotel’ (knee jew ban hotel maro

maro your a shee).>%

%% williams, H. S. 1975. The Kobe Club, Kobe.

399 Atkinson, H. (Homoco, Bishop of, pseudonym) 1879. Revised and Enarged Edition of Exercises in the
Yokohama Dialect, Yokohama. (National Library of Australia copy also contains notes on the history of the book
by H. S. Williams.)
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The fictional author, the Bishop, was surely intended as a cheap jibe at the
serious Japanese scholarship undertaken by foreign missionaries.>'° Although
intended as a shared joke among foreign residents, the book succeeded in
becoming quite popular, remaining one of the favourite dictionaries amongst
the foreign residents due to its comical yet functional translations. The dialect
bore some resemblance to modern Japanese. However a number of Malay
words, such as ‘jiggy-jig’, meaning ‘quickly’, and other seafaring phrases of
unknown origin made up a lingua franca commonly referred to at the time as
Yokohamaese, giving a sense of the melting pot culture of the daily
interactions of the port.*'! Described by Basil Hall Chamberlain as a patios,
‘even serving as the vehicle for grave commercial transactions at the open ports’, the
book was later lauded by Japanese linguist Dr. Ichikawa in Bungei Shinju

magazine, who admired the text's accessibility. 3"

Bishop Homoco was the pseudonym of Hoffman Atkinson, a clerk in the
employ of Smith, Baker & Co., a firm which represented the Guardian
Insurance Company.**® The dialogue was of course intended for those who
did not have the time or serious inclination for Japanese study, and the books
many dedications may confuse modern day readers. Both dedications, the
first to the Orientalist Max Muller, whose library of rare books was tragically

lost in the 1923 earthquake, and the second to John Grigor of the Hong Kong

0 pr. 4. Hepburn seems one of the most likely candidates for the butt of this joke as his dictionary of 1867

became the most popular.

311 Chamberlain, B. H. 1908. Things Japanese, London. pp. 368

zii Atkinson, H. (Homoco, Bishop of, pseudonym) 1879. (See notes by H. S. Williams in NLA copy).
(Ibid.)
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Shanghai Banking Corporation, remain somewhat obscure. German born
Muller was a well-known clubman during his time in Britain, his adopted
country. Drawn to Muller’s outspoken teachings on religion and language, the
scholar was regularly approached by a number of societies and clubs wishing
to have him speak or join as a member.?' Later, in the 1880s, Muller would
go on to attract controversy in Scotland while he was a guest lecturer at both
Glasgow and Edinburgh University, where his outspoken views against

Christianity struck a chord with proponents of Freemasonry.3"

Prior to his position as manager of the Hong Kong Shanghai Bank in
Yokohama, John Grigor, a Scot, was a manager of the Bank of Hindustan.>*
Both Muller and Grigor were purportedly well-versed in the Yokohama dialect,
suggesting the likelihood of a Freemasonry or club connection. The high
proportion of Masonic graves in Japan’s settlements suggests that the
journals publication may have been a joke between clubmen or masons.
However, this remains merely conjectural, and is offered here as a possible
reason for the inclusion of two seemingly unconnected men on the books front
page. Just as much of the humour of the Japan Punch is lost to the modern
reader,*'” we may never know the meaning of the many ‘in-jokes’ contained in
the edition. However, we can glean some, which inevitably points to a

Yokohama clubland connection.

21‘5‘ Muller, G. A. 1903. The Life and Letters of the Right Honourable Friedrich Max Muller, Vol. 1, London. pp. 276
(Ibid.)

%1% Anon. 1879. The Chronicle and Directory for China, Japan,and the Philippines, Hong Kong. pp. 131

37 Munson, T. S. 2012. The Periodical Press in Treaty-Port Japan: Conflicting Reports from Yokohama, 1861-

1870, Leiden. pp. pp. 93
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Another clue that makes a club connection seem likely lies in the author’s

pseudonym. Homoco (Honmoku/Z<4%) was the infamous Yokohama ‘gay-

guarter’, or red light district, to use a more modern terminology. Within the
confines of this area normal boundaries between class and race evaporated.
Merchants mixed with sailors, seamen from every part of the globe filled the
many grog shops that lined the streets and listened to music performed by
African-American performers. *** The ‘Bishop’, may also be a humorous
reference to the Bishop of Hong Kong who famously wrote of Yokohama's
foreign population as, ‘Californian adventurers, Portuguese desperadoes, runaway
sailors, piratical outlaws and the moral refuse of European nations’.*'® Descriptions
such as this gave the early port a reputation that was deeply humiliating to the
residents of the port who perceived themselves as respectable businessmen.
Similar comments made by the British Consul-General Rutherford Alcock
resulted in a diplomatic rift between clubmen and consular staff which was

never forgotten.3*

However, ‘the Bishop’ was most likely in reference to the nickname of a
Yokohama auctioneer, F. A. Cope who also ran either a brothel or a grog shop

in the district. New arrivals to the port often went through a kind of initiation

%18 Blum, P. 1963. Yokohama in 1872, Tokyo. There is as yet still no definitive study on non-white westerners in

the foreign settlements. However, an etching of a Yokohama street in Blum’s volume clearly shows several black
men on horseback. Evidence that the ports were far more ethnically mixed than has previously been
acknowledged.

319 5mith, G. 1861. 10 Weeks in Japan, London. pp. 263

320 See Chapter 3.
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whereby they were taken to see ‘the Bishop’ to visit the well-established
brothels catering to foreign residents. One of these premises was also used
as the headquarters of the Yokohama Riding Society, further hinting at some
sort of club affiliation which involved a ritual initiation.** Such ‘behind the
scenes’ rituals were deciding factors in gauging a newcomers clubbability, and
affrmation of Rich’s thesis that the club was a substitute for the school,
whereby members were educated for entry into the inner workings of port
society. Club houses with their imposing edifices and spaces for pageantry
were themselves manifestations of a collective mentality of a new middle-
class bourgeois cadre engendering a sense of communitas in a far off

locale.®??

Despite the books seemingly light-hearted approach, and the number of
humorous references contained within the first few pages, residents in the
settlements appear to have found it to be of great use. Even as late as the
1930s Williams recalled his Scottish supervisor at A. Cameron & Co. in Kobe
counting from ‘stoats’ to ‘coconuts’ over the phone in heavily accented
Japanese, showing that the inefficient and naive dialect was still in use as a
lingua franca even then.®?®* Amongst the treaty port clubmen, the book had
become indispensable further bolstering the possibility that the publication had

a club connection through which its popularity was maintained. Furthermore,

2L Atkinson, H. (Homoco, Bishop of, seud) 1879. (See notes by H. S. Williams in NLA copy).

322 Rich, P. J. 1991. pp. 33
33 4. s. Williams recalls being advised to join the club by his employer, A. Cameron & Co. upon arrival in Kobe
in the 1920s. (Ibid.) Stoats would be the literal translation of the phonetics of ‘hitotsu’ and ‘kokonotsu’.
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as Murphy has correctly noted the contrast between the diligences in
language study by foreign missionaries to the casual non-interested approach
of merchants highlights one of the fundamental flaws of the mercantile
community. Expressions of Western cultural superiority are never difficult to
find in the literature relating to the treaty port, least of all in the English
vernacular press. However, missionaries actively sought to engage with the
Japanese on their own level. The majority of merchants by comparison
showed, through their lack of interest in forming communicative bonds based
on social equality, a profound cultural insularity and even disdain for anything

Japanese.®**

Insularity of the Foreign Settlers:

Morais has attributed this insularity as being in part due to the perception that
the settler community in Japan saw themselves belonging to the ‘ethnic
network’ that spanned the treaty ports of East and South East Asia. 3%
Speaking of the English-speaking communities of the East, academic and
Eastern sojourner Douglas Sladen observed that, ‘anything duller or narrower...
is difficult to imagine’.>*° Due largely to the spread of the British Empire, whose

channels many of those traversed before finally settling in Japan, white

settlers around the globe had become increasingly preoccupied with

324 Murphy, K. 1993. pp. 353

325 Morais, |. 2014. Darwinism, Freemasonry and Print Culture: the Construction of Identity of the Macanese
Colonial Elites in the late Nineteenth Century, in Wei, G. C. X (eds) Macao: the Formation of a Global City,
London. pp. 54.

326 gladen, D. 1904. More Queer Things About Japan, London. pp. 4
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replicating the layered, and complex hierarchies of the societies from which
they had migrated from. While many colonial societies were agricultural, the
settler communities in the Japanese ports were almost entirely urban,

mirroring the metropole of the colonial public sphere.**’

What emerged in cities such as Kobe and Yokohama was a hybridisation of
Euro-American civility. Club formations became a necessary part of the
modern metropolis, where failure to have a premises within which a white
male could effectively touch base with civilisation would have been sure-fire
sign that the settlement was a complete back-water. In this respect the club
gave the settlement an air of respectability where club architecture, location,
and rules of conduct were all deeply codified within treaty port society. In
addition to this, business was generally a slow affair in the 1860s and early
70s before the widespread usage of telegraph communications, meaning
nearly everyone in the community had ample time to socialise and hunt.??®
Therefore the speed upon which club associations were formed in Japan is

hardly surprising, as they became the catalyst for promoting the port as a

legitimate trading hub worthy of the prospect of long-term investment.

Within the settlement the rules governing how new arrivals made their
introductions followed their own specific code of conduct. Upon arrival, a

newcomer had to take the initiative in this matter, or else choose to live

327

. Cannadine, D. 2002. Ornamentalism: How the British saw their empire, London. pp. 28.

Munson, T. S. 2013. The Periodical Press in Treaty-Port Japan, Leiden. pp 105
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outwith the settlement in the Native Town, a grievous faux pas for any visitor
with official standing. Calling cards were dropped off to all significant members
of authority in the legation, as well as local bank and business leaders. In his
memoir Eight Years in Japan, railway engineer Edmund Holtham describes
leaving his card on the rack at Osaka Club in the 1870s.3* Failure to do so
would have genuine consequences that in the most severe cases would have
resulted in a blackballing and subsequent barrier from the settlements inner

sanctum by becoming a persona non grata.>*

The premise that most residents clung to, was that Japan was being
‘schooled’ in the western system, but it is doubtful that the clubs were in any
way for the benefit of the Japanese populous. In many ways, the club was the
scaffolding that provided stability to an otherwise shaky affirmation of cultural
superiority. While several scholars dealing with clubs in a British Imperial
context have put forward the notion that the clubs eschewed something
quintessentially ‘British’, **' the appearance of virtually identical German
institutions in Japan during the same period point to a wider European
phenomenon that transcended national boundaries, and instead points to a
wider transnational phenomenon as expatriate communities became

increasingly urbane in a progressively globalised world.

329 Holtham, E. G. 1883. Eight Years in Japan, London. pp. 10

330 Abend, H. E. 1944. Treaty Ports, New York. pp. 203
%! Sinha, M. 2001; Rich, P. J. 1991.
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While the realm of global trade began eclipsing familiar categorisations of
nation and nationality, giving rise to newer, liminal transnational identities, the
prominence of the overseas British nationals in virtually every corner of the
globe helped disseminate developing theories of expatriate selfhood. 3%
Japan’s overseas workforce took with them a ready-made lifestyle that
borrowed little from, yet forcibly thrust itself upon, the Japanese. As the
overseas community gradually formed a sense of self via a thriving and prolific
English language print industry, it increasingly began to see itself as a

'333 that gradually set itself apart from the

separate ‘imagined community
Japanese community through a combination of Print Capitalism and social
exclusivity. Therefore, the club clearly had a didactic purpose in that

participation in the ritual of 'the club’ was enacted for the benefit of onlookers,

namely visitors to the port and the international treaty port community.

The Emergence of a Treaty Port Bourgeois:

Kobe foreign settlement, even though a relatively small community, never over
500 foreigners, had a thriving club scene, offering residents and visitors a
choice of several establishments. The two main clubs were the Kobe Regatta
& Athletic Club and the Kobe Club, being only a few hundred yards from the

harbour. Japan would have been a daunting prospect for a novice traveller,

332 Kipling, R. 1900. From Sea to Sea, London. Kipling’s journey is facilitated by various stops at clubs throughout

Asia.
333 Anderson, B. 1983. Imagined Communities, New York. Chap. 6
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and the sight of Kobe with its European facade and prominent club, would
have been instantly recognisable symbols of European civility. Yet far from
being the havens of elite, which they were fast becoming in Victorian London,
foreign clubs in Japan were frequented and formed by self-made men intent

on maintaining the settlements invented traditions.

While the two main clubs in Yokohama and Kobe were formed by a
conglomeration of diplomats, traders and military personnel, records remain
scant concerning the other associations that may have existed in the same
period. British doctor William Willis informs us that there was an exclusive club
for official personnel in Yokohama established in 1863, the Yokohama United
Services Club, which was intended to be the Yokohama branch of the St
James club of the same name. In response to this merchants formed their
own club, the Yokohama Club (1867?) whose premises excluded ‘officers in Her
Majesty’s employ’, evidence alone that cracks between the relationship between
merchants and consular staff were already wide.*** Despite early rivalries, in
later years the two appear to have amalgamated under the banner of the

Yokohama United Club.3*®

As stated earlier, many non-professional foreigners, drawn from other colonial
centres and ports with foreign influence were among the first to set up shop in

the Japan’s settlements. One such individual M. Dutronquoy, a Frenchman,

334 Cortazzi, H. (eds) 1985. pp. 57

335 Black, J. R. 1883. Young Japan, Vol. I, London. pp. 279
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arrived in Kobe via the Australian goldfields. Dutronquoy was known as a
frontier druggist, one of several in Kobe port which perhaps explains why he
threw his lot in as an hotelier soon after his arrival. Little is known about the
Dutronquoy family, however, it was in his hotel in which the first club
gatherings were arranged.** Perhaps Dutronquoy would have agreed with J.
A. Froude that in Melbourne it was, ‘English life all over again: nothing strange,
nothing exotic, nothing new or original’, and therefore chose a new life with new
opportunities in Japan.**’ British colonial life, while remarkably similar to the
British homeland, was taking on a life of its own by the mid-nineteenth
century. From Toronto to Sydney, British life was being codified and
articulated in new ways and on scales never previously seen as British settlers
increasingly set about replicating the ordered and hierarchical society that
many perceived that existed in Britain.**® Viewed from afar by an emerging
aspiring middle class, eager to replicate their new success and status abroad,
gentleman’s clubs were one of the great codifiers of British Imperialism, part
and parcel of the civilising process. Perhaps a man like Dutronquoy was
ineligible for membership in Australia, or perhaps he was an avid clubman, we
may never know. Like many other Kobeites, he had lived briefly in Hong Kong
and elsewhere in China, most likely Shanghai, before finally settling on Japan

with his son who helped him run his business.

%3 1. s. Williams Papers, National Library of Australia, MS6681/3/1 (Dutronquoy.)

B et Briggs, A. 1965. Victorian Cities, London. pp. 300.
338 Cannadine, D. 2002. Ornamentalism, London. pp. 28-34.
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Kobe was a blank slate in 1868 when the settlement was established. Similar
to other settler societies elsewhere in the region the empty land provided by
the Japanese for the settlement afforded plenty opportunity for the replication
of metropolitan landed society overseas. Free from the constrictions of any
domineering administration, except the ultimate power of the Japanese
government, the settlements took on a character that incorporated much of
what was already taking place across the East China Sea. According to
adverts in the local Hiogo & Osaka News for 1869, Dutronquoy’s club also
doubled as a bowling and billiard saloon, this being the only form of
entertainment aside from the race course that was available to the early
settlers. It appears that his establishment was the most respectable, and
therefore it became the most popular in the community finally becoming
known as the International Club. The reason behind its popularity may have
been down to the talents of Duntronquoy as a chef. Holding true to his
country’s reputation as the centre for European gastronomic excellence, the
dinners served in his establishment proved to be the most hearty, and
perhaps most importantly in an age where dysentery and typhoid were

rampant, the most hygienically prepared.3*

Dutronquoy & Son’s were host to another club whose members referred to it
as the Union Club, in February of 1869, but this appears to have been

replaced, or renamed the International Club in April of the same year. A

339 H. S. Williams Papers, National Library of Australia, MS6681/3/1 (Dutronquoy.)
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meeting held Dutronquoy’s on the 20th of April 1899 was attended by the
British, French, Italian, and U. S Consul's, as well as the editor of the local
newspaper the Hiogo & Osaka News, an American named Mr. Wainright
agreed to form an association (The Club) which would occupy the adjacent
allotment of Duntronquoy’s at #32 the Concession, which was then in Native
Town, to a larger and more permanent address on lot #79 in a grander
building with a more prestigious address.** Division Street became the
Rubicon, literally a dividing line between those who were employed or in the
employ of merchants of the Concession, and the retailers and tradesmen
outside it in Native Town. Williams’s notes that the demarcation of where one
set up business was jokingly referred to as ‘two blackballs’, which separated
those who were socially eligible for membership of the Kobe Club and those

who were not.

Here Japan’s foreign community had no obligation to anyone but itself, yet
obligation to the traditions of the club were articulated and inculcated by vague
notions of loyalty and an espirit de corps towards the club itself rather than the
statutes and objects of the club.*** Club membership in the overseas context
was almost tactile in its significance to the social status of an individual during
an era when class identity could make or break a man’s success. They were,
in effect, creating their own standards of class and hierarchy on the periphery

of the colonial sphere.

340 Williams, H. S. 1980. The Kobe Club, Kobe.
%1 Hobsbawm, E. J. 1983. The Invention of Tradition, New York. pp. 11
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Members of Yokohama and Kobe’s most exclusive clubs, the Union Club and
the Kobe Club, were an international crowd to a point, however from 1880 to
1920 every president of the Kobe Club was a British citizen. British, German
and American business were the ‘big three’, and while relationships were
generally cordial prior to the WWI, the dominance of British interest in the club
suggest that socially, port society had begun to stratify along national
allegiances by the turn of the century. Just where the Japanese were in this
colonial hierarchy would prove problematic to many Westerners, particularly
as large swathes of Asia, indeed everywhere except Japan, were now
officially under the boot of Euro-American colonialism. This is perhaps most
clearly summed up by the observation of Rudyard Kipling who commented
that, 'the Japanese isn't a native, he isn't a sahib either’.®*? Similarly, that most
well-known Japanophile Basil Hall Chamberlain pithily stated that, 'the foreign
employee is the creator of the New Japan’, echoing the sentiments of many of
those foreign employees by adding that, ‘while Japanese progress has been so
often and so rapturously expatiated upon, the agents of that change have been almost

uniformly overlooked’.>*?

Chamberlain goes on to chastise the globe-trotting tourists eager to sample

Japan’s exotic delights all the while carefully body-swerving the very

342 Kipling, R. 1988. Kipling's Japan: collected writings, edited by Cortazzi, H. & Webb, G, London. pp. 54.

343 . . . . . .
Chamberlain, B. H. 1908. Japanese Things, Being Notes on Various Subjects Connected with Japan,
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foreigners whose role in the country had made their visit possible at all.
Chamberlain states that, ‘there is nothing picturesque in the foreign employee...
with his club, and his tennis-ground and his brick house and wife’s piano... he strikes
a false note’. The foreign presence was for many tourists a jarring anachronism
to Japan’s exotic otherness, and the mention of the club and tennis court
elucidate this anachronism better than any other example. For Chamberlain,
who no doubt himself frequented both, the pairing of club and sports ground
were quintessentially European cultural signifiers. What were once public
school and old boy network references had now come to signify European, or

depending on one’s perspective, Anglophone civilisation.

Maintaining strong social networking links helped to galvanise an already pre-
existing transnational identity whose principal form of social interaction
involved some kind of club activity. Metropolitan clubs in London such as the
Oriental, the East India, the Calcutta and Madras, all give passers-by little
doubt at the success of British imperialism, and their replication abroad was
an affirmation of that success. Transnationalism in relation to Japan’s treaty
port communities refers to a population that was essentially de-localised, yet
retained certain ideological links to a putative place of origin that was a
thoroughly diasporic collectivity. *** These residents, many of whom were
leaders of the community, used the club as a means of becoming more

favourably situated. Club identity was part of a wider conscious affiliation to an

344 . . . . L . . .
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‘imagined community’ in the Andersonian sense, where Europeans in the
East, facilitated by a healthy media industry, efficient postal and regular
shipping services, along with a host of other technical and cultural links with
the other ports of Asia, created a community based on the social and linguistic
culture of a distant metropole.>* Elite clubs in the East were essentially
throwing their lot in with the established order, effectively buying in to the
same social structure.®*® Thus, white settlement throughout China and Japan
took on a remarkably similar societal character to that of the metropole with
values based on fraternity, and whose ‘members’ were identifiable by
adhering to the same manner and customs that separated the ‘us’ from the

‘them’.

Even the clubhouses that settler communities frequented became
transnational spaces in that they were ultimately much more than the mere
physical spaces that they occupied. Likened to the British public school, the
club too came with a set of rigid social conventions about who could sit where
and who could be admitted, in some ways a reminder of public school social
hierarchy. The new Kobe Club building, completed in 1890 by A. N.
Hansell,*’ was a massive two-storey red brick colonial-style mansion that

became a Kobe landmark. The building replaced the OIld Union Club

345 Anderson, B. 1983. pp. 6
346 Rich, P. J. 1990. pp. 146

347 . " .
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incorporating the bowling alley, the first of its kind in Japan. Though much
smaller in size, the Kobe Club mirrored much of the luxurious setting of the
Shanghai Club, imitating the bigger club’s infamous Long Bar to become the
longest bar in Japan. It included a palatial billiard room, reportedly the finest in
the East, with nine full size British tables each replete with their own attendant,
or ‘boy’, for keeping score. Other rooms included a card room, conversation
room, and a fine library stocked with many rare books which was tragically lost
during the fire-bombing of WWII. Unwritten rules of the club dictated spatially
where a member was and was not allowed to sit or stand. Taipan’s, the
Chinese term for business chairman adopted into treaty port English, gathered
at one end of the bar with the rest of the space divvied up according to a
member's status within the merchant community. **® Club historian H. S.
Williams recalls the club room interior was ‘larger than any church in Kobe’,

were its congregation regularly gathered, even on a Sunday.

People in these spaces became aware of them through a series of complex
social channels to the extent that the community became a collection of
physical and created spaces, of which the Concession itself was one. As
stated previously, many of those arriving in the Japanese ports already
belonged to a wider network of settler communities that formed a link
throughout Asia. By the 1860s, the development of the Suez Canal vastly

shortened travel times, resulting in cheaper fares which allowed a much

348 Williams, H. S. 1975. pp. 31
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broader section of European and American society to take advantage of the

trade networks consolidated by imperialism.

However, the exclusiveness of club life in the ports often resulted in the
exclusion of a large sub-set of settlement society. Missionaries, seamen, small
businessmen, travellers and those with a genuine interest in Japanese culture,
rarely sought sanctuary in the club. Even distinguished female guests like the
travel writer Isabella Bird give only a passing mention to the club, an institution
she would have been excluded from, except under special circumstances.>*°
North China Herald correspondent George Murray was privileged enough only
to see the Kobe Club gardens, and fully aware of the social restrictions of
Shanghai society, took with a grain of salt the affirmation that ‘the better class of

Japanese’ were admitted entry.>*°

The Hiogo News proudly announced that Yokohama Governor, Mune
Munemitsu, had been unanimously elected a member of the Yokohama
United Club in the winter of 1871. However the impression given was that
Japanese members were few and the governor may have been the only one
at that time.**! Occasional ballroom dances or celebrations were held with the
intention of bridging the foreign and Japanese communities, however, these

occasions were rare in the early years of settlement and all but a handful of

349 Bird, I. 1880. Unbeaten Tracks in Japan, Edinburgh.
350 Murray, G. T. 1906. pp. 13
351 Hiogo News, 1/11/1871
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Japanese dignitaries attended them. *? However, initial enthusiasm for
Japanese patronage soon gave way to a more guarded apathetic attitude.
Tensions between British merchants and their consuls widened further when
the British Vice Consul, J. H. Longford openly criticised the British population
in Japan for refusing to hire Japanese staff, something that their competitors
were increasingly doing.*** For much of the early Meiji era, the twain rarely
met in convivial company, and the foreign clubs, as the main social draw for
the settlement’s white population, contributed greatly to the narrow viewpoints
and harsh criticisms of Japanese government policies in the years after
extraterritoriality. There were occasional instances of genuine cooperation,
however these were more often highlighted due to their rarity, rather than their

frequency.>>*

As with everything, there were exceptions to the rules, however they generally
applied only to exceptional people. Membership of the Shanghai Club, for
example, was open to the most successful members of the city’s Baghdadi
Jewish community, however, the invitation was not open to less well-off
Jewish merchants. By contrast, membership was easily obtained by junior
British employees. Similar concessions were made in Yokohama and Kobe for

wealthy Japanese merchants and dignitaries, however, most Japanese as a

352 L . .
Melbourne based English journalist J. H. Brooke wrote a number of serials for the Melbourne Argus

regarding Japan between August 22nd and October 28th 1867. Initially he stayed at the Yokohama United Club
for one pound a day. He describes a ball held at the club attended by 150 people, nearly all foreigners and ‘a few
Japanese dignitaries’.
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rule remained ineligible. The more Anglophone a prospective member chose
to be, as in the case of the Sassoons, who anglicised their names, abandoned
Judaeo-Arabic for English, and generally adopted the style and mannerisms of

English gentlemen, the higher up the social ladder they were able to climb.3*°

As Cohen has observed, the notions of colonial exceptionalism and white
privilege remained porous to different degrees depending entirely on context
and individual. ®*° Likewise, masculinity in the context of an overseas
gentleman had as much to do with racial, class, religious, and national
differences as it had to do with gender differences.®*’ What initially seemed as
a progressive step by members blocking a motion to exclude Japanese
membership, quickly gave way to a more discreet form of racial exclusion
when sixty members of the Kobe Club forced the Club Committee to withdraw
a motion limiting membership to, ‘foreigners residing in Japan’. However, Consul
John Carey Hall later admitted in a letter to Ernest Satow in 1898 that despite
the fact that members baulked at explicitly excluding Japanese from
membership, few if any were likely to support the admission of Japanese

candidates for election. For, as Hall eloquently put it, this was evidence

355 . . . . . L . .
Betto, C. 2000. Marginal Westerners in Shanghai: the Baghdadi Jewish Community, in Bickers, R & Henriot,
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enough that it would, ‘take some time yet to blunt the edge of race prejudice in this

port’, %58

However, for foreigners residing in the ports, the very notion of any meaningful
social intercourse between Japanese and foreigners was nigh on impossible.
While the popularity of Herbert Spencer in Japan may have gone some way
towards keeping the two communities cordial but distant, Spencer even going
as far as advising the Japanese to keep foreigners at arm’s length at all

costs,>*°

there was a widely held belief amongst foreigners that finding any
kind of commonality between the two communities was a fruitless
endeavour.**° Commenting on the perceived barriers separating the foreign
and Japanese communities Doshisha Theologian Sidney Gulick spoke of a
‘moral chasm separating the social life of the Occident from that of the Orient’ which
effectively prevented the possibility of any kind of successful integration. For
Gullick, the difficulties of maintaining any kind of social integration between

the two communities was summed up as an occasion where they could,

‘hobnob together, [however] the intimacy is shallow and short-lived’.%**

Yet there is evidence to suggest that it was impossible, or at least highly
impractical, for the club to remain totally exclusive. Hyogo Governor Ichizo

Hattori and Kobe Mayor Fusajiro Kashima’s presence in a group photo at the

358 Ruxton, I. C. 2005. pp. 341

359 . . -
Herbert Spencer’s Advice to Japan, in Bathurst Free Press and Mining Journal (NSW: 1851-1904),

22/02/1904

360 See, Ritchie, D. 1994. The Honorable Visitors, Tokyo. pp. 85. During his sojourn to Japan, Pierre Loti

cléstimed that, ‘we have nothing in common with these people’.
1 . . . .
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Kobe Club commemorating the end of hostilities in 1918, under a banner of
international flags including the Kyokujitsu-ki Rising Sun flag show the
changing power balances after WWI.3*? The legitimacy of Western claims
towards superiority in any context whether business or social were now in
tatters. ** Although settlement society was stratified along, not only racial
lines, but also those related to economic and class status, who qualified or
who were exempt from this categorisation constantly shifted. However, the
Kobe and Yokohama Clubs clearly represented and catered for the parochial

business cliques of the foreign elite.

By contrast, Japanese clubs, which were still only frequented by a select few
in the 1880s, appear to have shown a commendably inclusive attitude towards
the notion of a truly ‘international’ club atmosphere. A meeting was held in the
Rokumeikan in 1886 whereby it was proposed that the rules be altered to
allow one foreigner to become a Vice President of the club, taking a seat next
to the most high-ranking members of government and even the imperial
household.*** In venues like the Tokyo Club, oyatoi and prominent merchants
regularly dined with their Japanese employers and business partners in the
many Japanese clubs that had become commonplace by the 1890s. In 1901 a
dinner was held at the Mitsui Club in honour of the Scottish railway engineer
John MacDonald, where he received the Order of the Rising Sun and Order of

the ‘Mirror’'(?) from the Emperor as he was the last foreign railway engineer to

362 See. Figure 2.
363 H. S. Williams Papers, National Library of Australia, MS6681/2/83 (Kobe Club.)
364 Japan Weekly Mail, 6/3/1886
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leave the Great Eastern Railway.*® This in itself was a telling reminder that
the Japanese were open to reciprocal club membership a great deal more
than their foreign guests. While the main clubs of the ports remained for the
most part white European enclaves, it is difficult to clarify which of their

members were open to further integration with the Japanese community.

The British Influence in the Ports:

Residents of the treaty ports were an anathema to Lafcadio Hearn who once
wrote, ‘I can’t like the New Japan... to my mind all that was great and noble and true
was Old Japan’. He was equally dismissive of the treaty ports themselves
stating, ‘Kobe does not seem to me Japan at all; | hate it'. Hearn is perhaps not the
best commentator with which to base any assumptions concerning the
western immigrant community. According to those who knew him he could be
exceptionally shy, even to the point of ducking out of restaurant windows to
avoid unwanted conversations with other foreigners. 3 However, his brief
position as a guest editor of the Kobe Chronicle in 1894, where he produced

over eighty editorials for the paper, are revealing in the sense that they are

365 Japanese Honours for Scottish Engineer, Dundee Evening Telegraph, 25/03/1901

366 Foxwell, E. 1908. Reminisces of Lafcadio Hearn, in Transactions and Proceedings of the Japan Society,
London, Vol. VII, Seventeenth Session, 1907-1908. Part I. pp. 76

187



Darren Swanson — Treaty Port Society and the Club

written with rapier wit as well as portraying a rare perspective of the situation
at hand that took an outsider such as Hearn to portray. His description of
crossing the concession line as being akin to, ‘crossing the Pacific Ocean, which
is much less wide than the differences between the races’, *®’ hints that the
internationalism spouted by the treaty port press was the ideal in the

settlement, but not the norm.

It should therefore come as no surprise that in Hearn’s first editorial for the
paper he makes casual reference to the ‘club’, most probably the Kobe Club,
and other familiar haunts of the Western population in his rant against
opportunistic kuruma-ya.*®® Alas, Hearn’s crippling shyness, according to the
Chronicle’s editor, Robert Young, himself a keen club man, kept him separate
from the usual haunts of his fellow Europeans. Speaking of Kobe’s various
institutions Hearn explicitly states, ‘I take infinite care to avoid the vicinity of
clubs’.®** Indeed, what Hearn does not tell us about the foreign community,
actually tells us a great deal about them. Hearn was a maverick, a rebel who
deliberately positioned himself against the grain of the average international
resident. Hearn arrived in Japan at time when foreigners could pontificate over
the demerits of Oriental society while at the same time line their pockets with

yen provided by the very administration that they held in contempt. Hearn was

367 Hearn, L. 1896. Kokoro: Hints and Echoes of Japanese Inner Life, Boston.
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in Japan to teach, but also to learn and perhaps seek his own path toward

Enlightenment.

Unfortunately, unlike Rudyard Kipling, who seemed drawn to the new Japan of
Kobe and Yokohama with its ‘ugly’ American architecture and at ease
propping up the bars of the overseas clubs; Hearn found inspiration by
isolating himself in what he perceived to be the ‘old’ Japan. Kipling, on the
other hand, was eminently clubbable, perfectly at home among the hallowed
halls of the Rokumeikan, the confident air of superiority in the writings of his
second Japanese sojourn almost surely owe their origins to club
conversation.*”® Despite the two men being reciprocal admirers, we literally

only see ‘glimpses of the tendencies’>"

of the foreign community in Hearn’s
work. However, Japan’s foreign community exhibited characteristics that were
distinctly more ‘Kipling’ than ‘Hearn’. Hearn sought solace outside of the
foreign community, effectively losing himself in Japan’s interior where he could
immerse himself entirely in Japanese culture. Kipling, by contrast, was far
more at home surrounded by the trappings of Western life, regardless if it was
in the foreign settlement, or the newly built edifices of ‘New Japan’. Kipling,
the consummate clubman, clearly evidenced in his glowing ode to the men of

the Overseas Club, summed up perfectly the idiosyncrasies of the Yokohama

foreign community who embodied perfectly what he envisaged as the ‘white

870 Cortazzi, H & Webb, G. (eds). 1988. Kipling’s Japan: Collected writings, London. pp. 210

31 Hearn's chapter ‘A Glimpse of Tendencies’ in his Kokoro of 1894 was a ruthless deconstruction of port society
as seen by the eyes of Hearn. If anything, Hearn’s observations were a telling prediction of the where Japan’s
relationship with the West was heading.
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man’s burden’. For Kipling the men of the club were behind the ‘spirit of the

age’, the real men upon whose shoulders Japan’s success rested.>"?

Many in the foreign community felt that they were the harbingers of light for
the Japanese. What we can glean from Hearn regarding the relationship
between the two communities was that there was a brewing contempt of
foreigners amongst the Japanese that had never really abated since the days
of sonno joi. Indeed Hearn goes as far to state that, ‘there never had been any
really good feeling between foreigner and Japanese in the open ports’.*”* Hearn’s
confidante, a fellow Imperial University professor, Ernest Foxwell, commented
that the English (sic) treaty port residents in particular were even more insular
than their fellow subjects back on home soil. Easy to gauge, they conformed
to the familiar imperial stalwart stereotype. Foxwell sums up the treaty port
communities thus: ‘they [the English] fence themselves round with a hedge of
English customs, prejudices, traditions; and they would themselves admit that they

have no particular aptitude for seeing good points in the Japanese’®’*.

His distinctive use of the term ‘the English’ in reference to all British subjects
in general hints at a wider phenomenon that existed outside the British public
sphere. Throughout the Victorian era the idea of an intrinsically middle-class

Englishness became increasingly associated with an identifiably

372 Cortazzi, H & Webb, G. (eds). 1988. pp. 215
373 Hearn, 1906. pp. 376.
374
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entrepreneurial ethos focused on capital and competition. That is to say that
as the nineteenth century progressed, a professional class emerged which
progressively moved away from serving the interests of other classes, and
instead focused on a social ideal centred around notions of individual
advancement. 3> Settler society in Japan became increasingly articulated
towards an individualist middle-class identity, moving as far as possible from
metropolitan state interference as was feasibly possible. However, such a life
was only possible through the continuation of the extraterritorial system
through which the mercantile community could extend their privileged lifestyle

indefinitely.

Despite the fact that Japan’s re-engagement with the West was instigated by
the North Americans, the absence of large numbers of U.S citizens due to the
outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861-65, allowed the British to develop
a foothold in Japan from a very early period. By the time Kobe port had been
opened in 1869 the number of British nationals to U.S nationals was double, a
trend that continued right up until the outbreak of WWI1.%"® Japan was home to
a diverse range of British subjects in the Meiji era, which included the Irish at
that juncture, yet the regional identities of Scotland, Wales and Ireland were
rarely expressed explicitly in written accounts. Even Hearn spoke of

‘Englishmen’, as though he included himself in this category, and his friend

37> Goodland, M. E. 2000. A Middle Class Cut in Two, in ELH, Vol. 67, No. 1. pp. 148

376 In 1869 the number was U.K: 64, U.S: 38. By 1920 it was 451, 222 respectively. See, Tai, R. 2013.
Gaikokujin Kyoryuchi to Kobe, Kobe. pp. 79.
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Foxwell too credits Hearn as being a great ‘Englishman’ despite the fact that
Hearn was many things but English.®”” However, Hearn does acknowledge
that Kobe was populated by both ‘Englishmen and Scotchmen’,3’® a fact that few
writers acknowledge given the high proportion of Scottish merchants and
seamen that resided in the ports. Checkland has correctly observed that Scots
in Japan were numerous and intriguingly conspicuous, which could be said
about virtually every port in the Far East.>”® Neighbouring Shanghai’s British
population was dominated by Scots, who founded one of the earliest St

Andrews Societies in the East in 1865 with over 700 members by 1912.%%°

Scotland experienced massive intellectual migration to the south of England in
the eighteenth century, a trend which continued as they went on to embrace
the various colonial projects of the British Empire in the nineteenth. Scots
were among East Asia’s wealthiest foreigners, largely due to the trading links
nurtured by merchant and shipping giants Jardine & Matheson and
MacKinnon MacKenzie & Co. whose networks throughout Asia opened the
381

flood gates for a number of smaller Scottish firms to access its vast market.

Scots dominated the banking industry in China and Japan, and most

377 . . . . .
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unconcerned with the troublesome subject of national identity. Perhaps to confound anyone who wished to assert
upon him one particular national background, he adopted a Japanese name and lifestyle that set him apart from
his contemporaries.
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American firms had one or two Scottish employees.**? Naturally, with such
influence in the region there were cries of nepotism, with Shanghai policeman
Maurice Tinkler commenting as late as 1929 that ‘Jews and Scotchmen are the

curse of this town’.>83

However, those looking for a pronounced sense of Scottish identity in the
ports may be sadly disappointed. It would appear that In the East Asian port,
regional identities were put on the back burner in favour of a southern English
facade. Nevertheless, St Andrews Societies existed in all three of Japan’s
main ports of commerce. Basil Hall Chamberlain asserted that dancing parties
never became popular until the 1880s, yet a St Andrews Ball was held in the
Masonic Hall in Kobe and several other ‘grand balls’, both by the St Andrews
Society and the Hiogo and Osaka Lodge Freemasons continued yearly
throughout the 1870s.** St Andrews societies and annual balls appeared
throughout the British colonial public sphere in the 1800s. However, their
appearance in Japan in the early 70s appears to predate settlements such as
Hong Kong and Shanghai, which had larger Scottish populations.** The
Japan Punch’s satirical dig at such events in 1874 poked fun of the
settlement’s Scots, betraying a certain degree of metropolitan superiority that

may have led to national identities being showcased less frequently.

%52 Abend, H. E. 1944. pp. 195
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