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How Lufbery Met Death.

The Chicago Daily Tribune pub-
ilished, a few days ago, the following
linteresting account of Major Luf-
| bery’s last air fight. It was written
|by the Tribune’s correspondent, Ed-
|win L. James:
| Early in the morning a giant
plane appeared over the American
airdromes, moving slowly. Four
1Americans started up and found
| themselves face to face with a Ger-
|man plane driven by armored en-
gines, and carrying a pilot and two
gunners who were heavily armored,
each manning heavy machine guns
from protected positions. The
Americans sent streams of bullets in
vain against the enemy. One Amer-
ican got in close, and sent three
hundred bullets sweeping against
the flying tank with absolutely no
effect, on it as it loafed along in the
atr.. .
When one of the Americans land-
ed, out of ammunition, and told of]
his inability to do damage to the
German plane, Lufbery asked, and
received permission to try. He
mounted up above the German ma-|
chine, got his machine gun going
well and swept head first at the]
monster. When part of the way had
been traversed he swerved off, sup-
posedly because his machine gun!
jammed. But in a few minutes he
was back at the boche machine
again, and dashed by with his ma-
chine gun going, but produced no ef-
fect on the enemy plane.

He was seen to turn and start up
at the enemy again, when suddenly
he swerved and a thin line of flame
shot from his machine, which seem-
ed to hang still for a moment and
then dart down. This all took place
at an altitude of about 2,200 and
when his machine was about 1,500
|vards from the ground, the Ameri-
can ace was seen to arise and leap
in midair. From long experience he
knew that to stay in his seat meant
to be burned to death horribly. -

His body fell like a plummet,
landing in the midst of a flower gar-
den, back of a residence in the vil-
lage of Maron. His machine fell in
flames half a kilometer away and
was burned to ashes. His fellows
rushed from the American aviation|
field to the spot where their com-
rade had fallen, but before they
reached there some French people
had straightened out the body in
their garden and almost covered it
with the flowers in the midst of
which he fell.

The only wound on Major Luf-
bery's body was a bullet wound on
his right hand. This showed that
the incendiary bullet which had set
his petrol tank on fire had passed
through the hand which held the
control lever, a few inches from the
tank.

As soon as the news of Lufbery’s
death spread, Americans went up.
looking for vengeance on planes for
which their machines were a match.
Lieut. Douglas Campbell of Califor-
nia was successful. Spotting a Ger-|
man observation plane, he drove for
it with his machine gun going full
blast. The German machine came
down three kilometers behind the
Americans lines. The pilot had two
bullets through his brain° and the
observer had six in various parts of
his bedy. Both were dead. :

Major Lufbery mnever missed an
opportunity to knock downanenemy
plane, frequently taking desperate
chances to add to his victories. Only
the day before his death he re-
marked jokingly to his comrades:
“You fellows can’t get all the easy
pickings. I heard how you were
knocking them down and decided to
hurry back and get some myself.
Liet ’em all come, the more the mer-
rier.”
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