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Submedio Sao Francisco (PElBA) is the main production area lor processing
tomato in Brazil. In 1997, an epidemic 01 geminivirus occurred in the area. In
order to conlirm the etiological agent, leaves 01 130 inlected plants were
collected lrom 3 Nuclei 01 Nilo Coelho Project. Ali areas showed inlection 01
100% and tomato plants showed dillerent symptomatology in distinct areas.
Dot blot analysis 01 leal sap was carried out. A heterologous probe consisting
01 lull-length DNA-A components 01 BGMV-BR and BGMV-GA (Bean Golden
Mosaic Virus Irom Brazil and Guatemala) was used in the hybridization at 50·C.
A positive signal was observed in 90-100% 01 the samples tested. Molecular
analyses are being carried out. This is the lirst report 01 geminivirus in Submedio
Sao Francisco and reveals a wide dispersal 01 this virus that was previously
described in the Federal District (1994) and states 01 Sao Paulo (1997), Minas
Gerais (1996) and Bahia (1996). Geminivirus is now a very important threat in
this area.
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