Induced polyploidy potential for improving resistance in Hevea clones to
Microcyclus ulei, causal agent of rubber tree leaf blight.
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Components of resistance that reduce the epidemic rate of rubber tree leaf blight, were
evaluated on colchicine-induced polyploids (CIP) Hevea clones and on their respective
natural diploids ofter inoculation with a virulent Microcyclus ulei isolates to the diploid
clones. Some plants originated from CIP clones as Fx 985 P1, MDF 180 P1, CNSAM
7704 P1, IAN 873 (IAC 222) and IAN 6158 P1 presented high level of resistance in
comparison with their susceptible diploids clones. On the other hand all plants originated
from other CIP clones as IAN 717 P1, Fx 4098 P1, Fx 3925 P1, CNSAM 7665 P1 and
IAN 6323 P1 were as susceptible as their respective natural diploids. The results indicate
the possibilities to use the induced polyploidy for improving resistance in rubber tree
clones, against leaf blight.
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