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Integrated soil degradation analysis of Tierra de Barros Region
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This study assesses the soil degradalion in Tierra de Barros region (Badajoz province,
Spain (280.900 ha). The sludy emphasizes on lhe soil susceptibilily to sealing and crusting,
compactation and soilloss by water erosion.

The rate 01 degradation was based in experimental physical, chemical and geological
indexes, and the spatial distribution 01 the degradation was delined by mean 01 geographic
inlormation systems (GIS). •

Results indicate that the most soils have higll susceplibilily 10 degradalion by sealing and
crusling (166.815 ha). The erosionabilily established by differenls parameters and physical
indexes shows a high erosion susceptibilily lor most soil units.

The use 01 lhe GIS eslablished lhe uselulness 01 Ihis mean in lhe analysis and evaluation 01
the spatial distribulion 01 lhe soil degradation processes. Besides, lhe characterizalion 01 soil
units and lhe eslablishment 01 sampling poinls (control poinls), might allow temporaly pursuit
on lhe degradation process evolulion.
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