
Western Kentucky University Western Kentucky University 

TopSCHOLAR® TopSCHOLAR® 

WKU Archives Records WKU Archives 

8-28-2014 

UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 90, No. 2 UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 90, No. 2 

WKU Student Affairs 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records 

 Part of the African American Studies Commons, Higher Education Administration Commons, 

Journalism Studies Commons, Mass Communication Commons, and the Sports Studies Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
WKU Student Affairs, "UA12/2/1 College Heights Herald, Vol. 90, No. 2" (2014). WKU Archives Records. 
Paper 6372. 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/6372 

This Other is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU 
Archives Records by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact 
topscholar@wku.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F6372&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/567?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F6372&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/791?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F6372&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/333?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F6372&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/334?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F6372&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1198?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F6372&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


SHOOTING 
OCCURS OFF 
CAMPUS
NEWS, PAGE A3

WILD EGGS 
OPENS FOR 
BRUNCH
LIFE, PAGE B1

AUGUST 28, 2014 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY > VOLUME 90, ISSUE 02

casting call
PHOTOS BY ALYSSA POINTER/HERALD

E.B. Mckinney (left), 22, of Glasgow, and Isaac Barnes, 20, of Lexington, practice for a role on the second fl oor lobby of Gor-
don Wilson Hall, before entering the audition room for call backs, with hopes of attaining a part in the upcoming play "Six 
Characters in Search of an Author," on Tuesday, Aug. 26. 

BY KAE HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

After 47 years on the Hill, the WKU 
chapter of Delta Tau Delta will close, 
pending further appeals in January 
2015.

Their suspension went into effect on 
July 22 after the fraternity’s Arch Chap-
ter voted to suspend due to repeatedly 
poor academic performance and low 
membership.

“First, they were sixteenth out of 16 
groups on campus academically, and 
their membership numbers were well 
below the campus average for several 
years,” Jack Kreman, chief operating 
offi cer of Delta Tau Delta, said. 

Along with not being able to oper-
ate in the name of Delta Tau Delta at 
WKU, Kreman said members are not 
allowed to meet or recruit. 

Delta Tau Delta representatives will 
be able to go in front of the Arch Chap-
ter and appeal to reinstate their chap-
ter in January in Indianapolis. Current 
members of the group will be consid-
ered alumni in good standing as soon 
as a decision is made in January, but 
for now they are suspended members. 

“If the chapter is successful, it will be 
returned to good standing,” Kreman 
said. “If the chapter is unsuccessful, 
the charter will be withdrawn and we 
will work with Western Kentucky Uni-
versity offi cials to determine the best 
time to return to campus.”

Charley Pride, director of Student 
Activities, said that if the fraternity is 
reinstated after the appeal, operations 
would return to normal and have no 
effect on Student Activities’ dealings 
with campus Greek affairs.

“If Delt recognized them, they would 
operate it like it would normally be 
as one of our fraternity chapters,” he 
said.

Pride said it wasn’t altogether sur-
prising that the fraternity was having 
issues.

“They had been having member-
ship problems over the last couple of 
years,” he said.

Ben Liebman, president of the Epsi-
lon Xi chapter of Delta Tau Delta, de-
clined to comment.

The fraternity had 12 members on 
the roster at the time of their closing.

They initiated more than 600 mem-
bers since they fi rst came to WKU in 
February of 1967. 

BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Students gathered early Tuesday 
on the fi rst fl oor of the Downing Stu-
dent Union for a small ceremony to 
celebrate the near-completion of the 
building’s renovation. 

The DSU faculty hosted the celebra-
tion, which featured giveaways and 
raffl es from various campus organiza-
tions, such as the Academic Advising 
and Retention Center and the Center 
for Career and Professional Develop-
ment. Students passed through DSU 
between classes to visit the booths and 
grab a free snack and a T-shirt. There 
were also tours of the renovated build-
ing.

David Emerson, associate director of 
Student Activities and Union Opera-
tions, said the ceremony was put on 
“to celebrate for our students’ crown-
ing moment.”

During the event, new food options 
in DSU were a popular topic of dis-
cussion, including Steak ’n Shake and 
RedZone, which now has extended 
hours. 

Students had varying reactions re-
garding DSU’s opening. 

Morganfi eld junior Riley Robinson 
said she feels welcome in the renovat-
ed building. 

“It’s a friendly environment,” she 

said.  
 Powderly sophomore Miranda Lear 
said the constant construction was 
not a welcome sight on campus and 
she’s happy it’s over. 

“Students can actually see the 
beauty of the campus,” Lear said.

President Gary Ransdell closed the 

ceremony by cutting a ribbon and 
urging students to make DSU “the 
heartbeat of student life on campus.” 

There will be more opening ceremo-
nies throughout the semester, includ-
ing a community dedication Friday at 
4:30 p.m. and a President’s Circle Gala 
on Sept. 5.

Delta Tau 
Delta 
fraternity 
closes

Auditions create crucial fi rst week for theatre majors

Students attend special celebration in DSU 

MIKE CLARK/HERALD
DSU Manager David Emerson (left), Vice President of Student Aff airs Howard 
Bailey, Student Government Association President Nicki Seay and President Gary 
Ransdell cut the ceremonial ribbon during the Downing Student Union opening 
on Tuesday, Aug. 26 in Bowling Green.

BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

For most students, the fi rst week of 
classes will be the easiest this semester.

However, for theatre majors like Lex-
ington senior Susan Creech, it defi nes 
everything.

To add to the stress, this is the fi rst year 
the theatre department will hold audi-
tions for all fall productions throughout 
the fi rst week of school.

“For the department to function well, 
it’s better, but a little more stressful on 
us,” Creech said. “We are preparing 

SEE MAGICAL BOOK PAGE A2

Sarah Hall, 21, of 
Dawson Springs,
practices a char-
acter role in the 
hallway outside 
of the audition 
room, at Gordon 
Wilson Hall for 
the upcoming 
musical "The 
25th Annual 
Putnam County 
Spelling Bee" on 
Tuesday, Aug. 
26. 
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songs and monologues and reading 
multiple, different scripts.”

Fall semester auditions began yes-
terday with “Harper and the Magical 
Book,” “Six Characters in Search of an 
Author” and “The 25th Annual Put-
nam County Spelling Bee.” 

Creech will be trying her hand at di-
recting later this semester, so her audi-
tion for “Six Characters” holds her fi nal 
chance to perform before graduation. 
The pressure to perform at her best 
will arise upon entering the audition 
room, then the nerves will set in, she 
said.

“There’s the unknown – you’re just 
waiting for answers, for someone to 
tell you what your semester is going to 
look like,” she said.

Theatre is a major built on partici-
pation, so there is the added concern 
to get involved in shows in order to 
contribute to the department. Produc-
tions also help create bonds between 
students and professors.

The timing was not the only change 
to hit the auditions. Two new profes-
sors entered the scene to shake up 
some dynamics. Bradley Vieth and Ju-
lie Barber saw students perform for the 
fi rst time Monday night during musi-
cal auditions, creating a completely 
equal playing fi eld.

Mayfi eld senior Julia Badger fi nds 
the audition process helpful before 
stepping outside college.

“They’re nerve-wracking to me, but I 
feel like they’re very fair here,” she said. 
“In the real world, you could get (type) 
casted and kicked out immediately, 
but here it’s about developing your tal-
ent.”

The preparation needed for audi-
tions largely depends on the show, but 
most theatre majors are accustomed 
to keeping a monologue or song pre-
pared. 

Playwright Anna Lee McFadden, a 
Nashville senior, planned fun audi-
tions for the children’s show, “Harper 
and the Magical Book.” 

“It will consist of improvisation and 
cold readings to see actors’ energy 
compared to the show’s,” she said.

Energy will be necessary for a show 
about a magical book that enlivens its 

characters when read aloud.
“It’s really about supporting chil-

dren’s literacy, but also fi nding yourself 
in diffi cult situations,” McFadden said.

The main stage shows: “Six Charac-
ters” and “Spelling Bee” required more 
work.

The former revolves around a fi ction-
al cast trying to prepare a show, when 
they are interrupted by six characters 
from an unfi nished play. The latter 
focuses on an adolescent spelling bee 
and the hilarity it provokes.

Each production put on by the de-
partment offers opportunities for the 
multitude of theatre students, but they 
all have to start with auditions.

“There’s so many people and so lit-
tle parts in just one play, so having a 
straight play, a musical and the chil-
dren shows really help,” Badger said. 
“It’s great because if I don’t make it in 
these shows, there will be others.”

MAGICAL BOOK
Continued from front

ALYSSA POINTER/HERALD
Students quietly read over the "Six Characters in Search of an Author" script in the hallway of Gordon Wilson Hall before audi-
tioning in front of a panel on Monday, Aug. 25.

wkuherald.com
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BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

In the early hours of Monday morn-
ing, students were alerted of a burglary 
that occurred on the 1300 block of High 
Street near campus.

Ronnie Ward, public information of-
fi cer for the Bowling Green Police De-
partment, said offi cers were alerted of 
the burglary at 1:38 a.m. 

The WKU alerts were sent around 2 
a.m. Although the two text alerts men-
tioned a burglary where the suspects 
were armed with handguns, the more 
explicit information of what had hap-
pened wouldn’t be revealed until later.

Ward said six men were living in the 
house, where the suspects demanded 
money from them. When police ar-
rived, the suspects were gone.

Bob Skipper, director of Media Rela-
tions, confi rmed that the men were 
students.

One of the students, Bowling Green 

junior Spencer Renfro, was shot and air 
lifted to Vanderbilt University for medi-
cal care. At least two other students 
suffered minor injuries. 

Ward did not know the exact condi-
tion of the victim, but said he was alive 
as of Aug. 27.

Ward said the suspects were de-
scribed as four males with masks or 
bandanas over their faces. They fl ed 
the home in a dark colored sedan.

Ward said it was unknown if the sus-
pects took anything in the burglary as 
of Aug. 26.

Capt. Dominic Ossello of the WKU 
Police Department, said WKUPD was 
not involved in the investigation be-
cause their main area of concern is 
WKU’s campus.

Despite this, WKUPD has jurisdiction 
throughout Warren County, and is still 
aware of a crime that occurs off cam-
pus, Ossello said.

“We’re all interconnected through 
communications,” he said.

New stop added to green line
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

There are several new changes to 
the Topper Transit service. 

Jennifer Tougas, director of Parking 
and Transportation, said a tempo-
rary stop was added to the Green 
Line—the Priceless IGA on Scotts-
ville Road.

Tougas said the stop was added 
due to request from students.

The White Line also stops at Cam-
pus Evolution Villages, while the Red 
Line has a stop at The Columns. 

Tougas said the new stops were 
added for student convenience. 

“(To) make it easier for people to 
get to and from campus,” Tougas 
said.

Last semester, due to the loss of 
about 500 parking spaces over the 
last two years, several changes were 
made to both parking and the Top-
per Transit services. Changes include 
new transit stops and re-zoned 
parking lots.  

Tougas said that about 4,900 peo-
ple used the Topper Transit Service 

on Monday, the highest ridership 
ever for the fi rst day of classes.

“It refl ects that the new routes are 
working really well,” Tougas said.

Student shot in reported burglary

Important Bus Stops
Green Line: Priceless IGA (tem-

porary), Big Lots, Kroger, Barnes & 
Noble, Walmart, Target and Green-
wood Mall

Red Line: Alumni Square Garage, 
The Columns, 11th Avenue, Helm 
Library, Mass Media and Technol-
ogy Hall

White Line: South Campus, 
Campus Evolution Villages, Cherry 
Hall, the Valley, Helm Library, Mass 
Media and Technology Hall

Purple Line: Pointe at Western 
Apartments, Daystar Village Apart-
ments, Campus Pointe Apartments, 
College Suites, Overtime Sports Bar 
& Grill, Regents Drive and Normal 
Street, Chestnut Street and Ogden 
Drive, Tidball’s, 8th Avenue and 
State Street, College Street and 
Park Row, 13th Avenue and College 
Street, and Keen Hall

SGA offi  cials prepare for new year
BY AARON MUDD AND 
TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

As students return from summer 
break, offi cers in the Student Gov-
ernment Association are settling 
into their new positions, includ-
ing Crofton senior Nicki Seay, who 
is beginning her fi rst semester as 
SGA president. 

Seay said her job involves two 
roles — leading SGA and coming 
up with ideas and initiatives, but 
also representing WKU students.

“But outside of SGA, many admin-
istrators here on campus see me as 
the, you know, the offi cial voice of 
the student body,” Seay said.

As president, Seay works with 
Administrative Vice President Liz 
Koehler and Executive Vice Presi-
dent Nolan Miles. 

Seay said her fi rst priority is en-
couraging student involvement 
on campus and improving stu-
dent life. Seay also wants to help 

students stay at WKU and achieve 
their graduation goals. 

“One of our specifi c ways that 
we’re doing that is we are expand-
ing our summer and winter term 
need-based scholarship program,” 
she said. 

This year SGA increased the schol-
arship program from last year’s 
$6,000 to $21,000 because of an 
anonymous donation, Koehler said.

Koehler, who is responsible for 
tracking SGA’s spending and budget, 
said she also values student involve-
ment on campus.

“I think when students get more 
involved on campus that helps 
make their grades better and 
they’re more likely to stay on cam-
pus, which will help, in the overall, 
our retention rates,” she said. 

Miles also wants to encourage stu-
dent involvement in WKU’s student-
led organizations, which he said 
have been lacking promotion. 

A part of Miles’ role is fi nding peo-
ple to serve on various university 

committees that deal with different 
aspects of WKU. 

“These are committees that the 
student government has a voice 
on to represent the student body,” 
Miles said.

In the past, SGA has had prob-
lems with attendance. SGA’s pol-
icy has been to bring up senators 
who have missed three meetings 
for judicial review. If that senator 
doesn’t have a good excuse, he or 
she may face consequences. En-
forcement of that policy would be 
up to SGA’s chief justice, Seay said.

Seay also said she wants to make 
SGA a worthwhile experience so 
senators will be more inclined to 
attend meetings, by making sure 
they feel valued.

“Me and a couple of the other 
executive members do agree that 
we’re going to make SGA an en-
gaging and exciting place to be,” 
Seay said. 

SGA’s fi rst offi cial meeting of the 
semester is Sept. 2. 

• Bowling Green freshman Anton Jackson 
reported damage to his vehicle while in Alumni 
Square Garage on Aug. 25. Estimated value of 
damage is $600.
• Police responded to a report of three subjects 
possibly breaking into cars on Aug. 25 in the 
Adams Street Lot. Police located three juveniles 
who were possibly in connection with the inci-
dent.  Estimated value of damage is $100.

Crime reports

Look on

For an
interactive
crime map

WKUHERALd.com
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.

TWEETS FROM 
THE HILL

@ClaytonAmy13: So President 
Gary Ransdell said Hey and winked 
at me today. I think that means I've 
got a guaranteed 4.0 this semester. 
#WKU 
— Sent 1:37pm · 26 Aug 2014

@corianslinger: I love when trying 
to fi nd a parking spot turns into 
hunger games. You would kill for a 
spot and hope the odds are in your 
favor. #WKU 
— Sent 12:24pm · 26 Aug 2014 

@momo8212: I hoped that maybe 
wku would spare some money to 
put longer doors in the women's 
bathroom but that didn't happen 
#WKU 
— Sent 2:00pm · 26 Aug 2014 

@sarahbraff ord12: So let me get 
this straight @wku....I paid $90 for 
a parking permit so that MAYBE 
I'll get a parking spot. If I'm lucky 
#WKU — Sent 3:56pm · 26 Aug 2014

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874 || opinion@wkuherald.com

The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentar-
ies on topics of public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should 
be about 500 words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your 
name, phone number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, 
grammar, length and clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous 
submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 7 p.m. on Sunday and 
Wednesday.

CONTACT US
Advertising: 270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.
com
Newsroom: 270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College 
Heights Blvd. #11084, 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-
1084
REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western 
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.

Southern fashions show history, wealth

BY KAE HOLLOWAY
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

Just a few short days before the 
start of this lovely, humid se-
mester, I was fl ying to a lovely, 

yet more humid, city in the south 
known as Charleston, South Caro-
lina — although this time I don’t 
mean ‘lovely’ sarcastically. 

I went to Charleston with an open 
mind. What I learned, what I saw 
and what I purchased gave me a 
new perspective on style in the 
Holy City, particularly those that 
were preppy, touristy and unique 
to the city. None were styles I 
necessarily felt compelled to adopt 
daily, but it all held a deep variety 
and quaintness that, as my Nana 
said many times, would make me 
want to jump into an island dress 
and run back to this little slice of 
the South.

The wealthy prep
Wealthy and preppy takes on new 

meaning in Charleston. Belmond 
Charleston Place’s grand staircase leads 
directly to a Gucci and Louis Vuitton. 
That just screams wealthy.
To use a southern term, folks are 

crowding through museums, brows-
ing through markets and clutching 
palmetto roses wearing their Sunday 
best every single day. Or they look like 
they just came from a fraternity or so-
rority recruitment for 40-year-olds. 

The pastels of the men’s Ralph Lauren 
polo shirts and the women’s Lilly Pulit-
zer sun dresses pair perfectly with pastel 
buildings on every cobblestone street.

In Charleston, where the streets 
are stone instead of concrete and the 
buildings are bubble gum-colored in-
stead of uniform red brick, it fi ts like a 
breeze from the Atlantic.

The tourist
The two staples to spot a tourist are 

immediate to pick up on. They usually 
have a folded up map or pamphlet of 
paper acting as a fan and a long maxi 
dress that was mistakenly packed. 
Charleston days are the equivalent 
of being in a sauna for six hours. It’s 
beautiful and it’s charming, but it is 
hot as hell. 

Don’t be the tourist in Charleston. 
Prepare for the heat and pack your 
shorter dresses, tank tops, shorts and 
sandals for the day. Save your long 
dresses for late night dinners or the-
ater shows. 

The true Charlestonian
Of course there were big, corporate 

chain stores. King Street was lined 
with historical buildings that had been 

transformed into an expansive H&M 
and a multi-story Urban Outfi tters. 
Gaggles of tourists lined the street to 
explore the stores, regardless of them 
being available in every major city. Just 
a few blocks over, however, lay a tie to 
the roots of old Charleston style and 
traditions that couldn’t be found in the 
fl uorescent lights of Forever 21. 

People dress with a certain ease I 
haven’t seen in other cities. The vi-
brant, hand-dyed, sewn dresses, 
paired with accessories either weaved 
from palm trees or sculpted from met-
als and turquoise, made their south-
ern drawls and outgoing personalities 
even more special. 

Their easy-going presence and style 
make it feel as if they are about to offer 
you a glass of sweet tea and let you sit 
on the porch a spell, not try to sell you 
a dress similar to the one on their back, 
or a bracelet slightly different from the 
one on their wrist. 

The true heart of Charleston, how-
ever, was found in the people making 
unique handmade baskets, jewelry, 
scarves and dresses, surrounded by 
the marble and pastel buildings and 
palm trees.

If you ever visit the charming and hu-
mid Holy City, go beyond the wealthy 
or chain storefronts and search for 
these unique, one of a kind little plac-
es. You’ll fi nd bracelets, dresses and 
more that you’ll love for years, and it’ll 
have more meaning than fi nding it on 
a clearance rack at J. Crew. 

Check out DCO’s website for more: 
https://drycleanonly.us

DRY CLEAN ONLY

GARRETT FOOD COURT
Th e second you enter the narrow hallway leading to this night-
mare you feel as though you are thrown into a horror fi lm. If the 
dim lighting and messy fl oors aren’t enough to keep you away, 
the aft ermath of Home Zone’s comfort food may sway you.

CHERRY HALL
Everything seems to be going surprisingly smooth in Cherry’s facili-
ties until you try to shut the stall door. To successfully lock yourself 
inside your chamber, one must somehow levitate above the toilet and 
maneuver the door shut. Th e graffi  ti is not for the faint of heart.

SNELL HALL
All the math and all the science couldn’t save the Da Vinci’s adjacent 
restroom from complete destruction everyday. Stepping inside is like 
entering a trap designed to stick toilet paper to your shoe. 

MASS MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY HALL
Th e upper fl oors are generally safe, but the fi rst fl oor restrooms are 
subject to the constant pilgrimage of essay-writers, syllabi-printers 
and coff ee-drinkers. 

IVAN WILSON CENTER FOR FINE ARTS
FAC’s johns are truly an adventure. Th e odd angled walls and 
broken doors are almost charming until you remember that you 
are lost in the maze that is FAC with only a leaky faucet to keep you 
alive. Keep an eye out for the comfy couch adorning a ladies room 
somewhere in this building.

stinkers

1

2

3

4

5
DOWNING STUDENT UNION

DSU is too fresh and too clean to hold a single ounce of fi lth. 
Th e bathrooms, though widely traffi  cked, are always clean. 

Th eir proximity to the food court off ers a clean transition 
from food intake to close.

VAN METER HALL
Tucked in the corners of the auditorium entrance, these 

bathrooms are a spacious getaway. One could get lost in the 
majesty as they wander these sexy stalls.

AUGENSTEIN ALUMNI CENTER
You haven’t felt luxury until you’ve used this restroom. With 
deep sinks, wooden stall doors and TV screens embedded in 

the mirrors, this truly is the greatest latrine to grace WKU.

MUSIC REHEARSAL HALL
Th is little-known hideaway is located above a stairwell awash 

with musical splendor. Th e timeless ‘Occupied’ sign on the 
door keeps you safe and secure as you enjoy this private 

retreat from choir’s song.

HEALTH SERVICES BUILDING
No matter how bad you may feel when you enter this building, 
you’ll at least feel happy once you hit the throne. Rumor has it 

that their toilet paper’s been privatized too. 

SHINERS

BATHROOMS 
OF THE HILL: 

RANKED 
AND REVIEWED

Coming Soon
to a theatre 
near you
“The November Man” 
opened Aug. 27
This suspenseful adventure 
fi lm is receiving plenty of awful 
reviews from critics and audi-
ences alike. Have a watch to 
get your bad-movie fi x.

“As Above, So Below”
opening Aug. 28 
This psychological thrill ride 
takes viewers deep below Pa-
risian streets. Read more in our 
review on Tuesday, Sept. 2.

@JordanBean12345: I pay $20,000 
a year for hot ass classrooms #WKU 
#WKU18
— 10:57am · 26 Aug 2014 

@Kickerson1: The "Jesus Hates 
You" Guy at #wku gets people so 
hype lol
 —5:38pm · 26 Aug 2014 ·

@JosephCrafton: literally every-
thing at UK is better than WKU
— Sent 12:24pm · 26 Aug 2014 
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PREVIOUS CROSSWORD 
SOLUTION

ACROSS
1 Junk email
5 “A Streetcar __ 
Desire”
10 Talks and talks and 
talks
14 Strauss of denim
15 Double-reed 
instruments
16 Author __ Stanley 
Gardner
17 Fateful date for 
Caesar
18 Unlucky thing to 
draw
20 Poverty-stricken
22 Share and share __
23 Banned apple spray
24 Solved, as a 
cryptogram
26 Tabletop game 
requiring steady hands
30 Witch trials town
31 Like a prof. emeritus
32 Narrate
36 Supermarket chain 
initials

37 McCain’s title
41 Pizzeria order
42 Male offspring
44 Univ. proctors, often
45 Seat of New York’s 
Oneida County
47 Go on strike, in slang
51 Vehement speeches
54 Have in mind
55 “I’ll do whatever you 
need”
56 “Language” that gave 
us “amscray”
60 Menace who 
destroyed houses made 
of the ends of 18-, 26- 
and 47-Across
63 Common quitting 
time
64 List-shortening abbr.
65 “... had a farm, __”
66 Bullpen stats
67 Really annoy
68 Rose essence
69 Hankerings

DOWN
1 Got one’s uniform 
dirty, as a base runner
2 Feet pampering, 
briefl y
3 State confi dently
4 Error
5 “Never gonna happen”
6 Finds repugnant
7 Tie up in the harbor
8 At any time, to Frost
9 Summer hrs.
10 “Amscray!”
11 Extra Dry deodorant
12 Eubie of jazz
13 Embroidered, e.g.
19 Potato bag
21 Future prunes, 
perhaps
24 Weight loss plan
25 Opposite of endo-
26 Trident-shaped Greek 
letters
27 “Othello” villain
28 Scottish family
29 Garbage
33 Larger-than-life

34 Kiss from a dog
35 Grazing grounds
38 Suffi x with major or 
Smurf
39 D.C. baseball team
40 Beyond the burbs
43 Shuffl ing gait
46 “30 Rock” creator
48 Brainstorm
49 Wife of 27-Down
50 Request earnestly, as 
mercy
51 Potato or yam
52 “Lord, __?”: 
Matthew
53 Fit for a king
56 Couplet creator
57 Michelin product
58 Tennis great Lendl
59 Mythical monster’s 
loch
61 Org. with narcs
62 Oscar Wilde’s forte

Classifi ed Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards

advertising@wkuherald.com
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HELP WANTED
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BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!

The Great Escape Records & Comics
2495 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)

615-782-8092

FOR SALE

SUDOKU PROBLEMS

HelpWanted: Production Associates.
Part-time positions. Contact tom@bluecotton.com

HELP BIG RED FIND HIS 
WAY TO CLASS!

START HERE

YOU MADE IT!



WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD
ABOVE: Members of the coed honors fraternity Phi 
Sigma Pi participate in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge 
on Monday, Aug. 25, after being nominated by Eastern 
Tennessee State University's Epsilon Xi chapter.

WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD
RIGHT: From left: Potter College of Arts and Letters 
Dean David Lee, Ogden College of Science and Engi-
neering Dean Cheryl Stevens and Gordon Ford College 
of Business Dean Jeff rey Katz participate in the ALS Ice 
Bucket Challenge after being nominated by Provost 
Gordon Emslie. 

HARRISON HILL/HERALD
President Gary Ransdell participates in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge in front of Guthrie Bell Tower on Friday, Aug. 22. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known as Lou 
Gehrig's Disease, is a neurodegenerative disorder. 

PHOTOWKUHERALD.COM
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MIKE CLARK/HERALD
WKU football Head Coach Jeff  Brohm participates in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge with help from senior linebacker Terran Williams, right.

An icy blast
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Wild Eggs 
makes 
brunch 
upscale

BY KIERSTIN KIRK
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Angela Reeves, a WKU alumna and 
Bowling Green native, always knew 
she wanted to be in the restaurant 
business.

“I worked as a server…during col-
lege and graduate school and loved 
it,” Reeves said. “I grew so passion-
ate about the industry and knew 
long term that’s where I wanted to 
be.” 

The opening of Wild Eggs, a new 
breakfast, brunch and lunch res-
taurant on Campbell Lane, allowed 
Reeves to fi nally enter the industry 
as general manager of the restaurant, 
along with close friend and “eggsecu-
tive” chef Andy Henderson. 

The two worked together at Mariah’s 
while Reeves attended college. There, 
they talked about how they wanted 
to emerge into the restaurant busi-
ness together and decided that Bowl-
ing Green should be introduced to the 

PHOTOS BY ALYSSA POINTER/HERALD
TOP: Kalamity Katie's Border Benedict from Wild Eggs.
ABOVE: Wild Eggs opened at 804 Campbell Lane, Suite 100 on June 21.

Hitcents Plaza off ers taste of old, new
BY TYLER ANDERSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Bowling Green is home to a mul-
titude of dining destinations. From 
Japanese cuisine to American classics 
and Italian treats, restaurants dot the 
streets. The new Hitcents Park Plaza 
seeks to stand out from these, offering 
a selection of fi ve restaurants which 
aim to keep customers coming back 
for food and fun.

The plaza opened in April of this 
year at the corner of E. 8th Avenue and 
College Street, directly across from 
SKyPAC and Hotrods Stadium. The 
construction is part of a revitalization 
effort of the Bowling Green downtown 
district, which has lost traffi c due to 
major developments along Campbell 
Lane and Scottsville Road.

Offerings at the plaza include the Pa-
goda Asian Café, Tres Molinos Mexican 
Grille, Brick and Basil pizzeria and 643, 
a bar and grill experience.

MR Group, the owners and operators 
of Hitcents Park Plaza, also brought an 
established Bowling Green eatery into 
the mix.

Mariah’s Restaurant has been part 
of the downtown landscape for more 
than three decades. It was moved from 
a historic brick building on State Street, 
just a block away from its new venue in 
the plaza.

Jodi Fleming is currently the general 
manager of all fi ve restaurants housed 
in the plaza, and was previously the 
general manager at Mariah’s for 32 
years.

Fleming said as far as business is 
JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Customers eat dinner outside of Mariah's on Tuesday, Aug. 26 at Hitcents Park 
Plaza.

SEE WILD EGGS PAGE B2

EGGS GONE 

WILD
REVIEW

How do 
you like 
your eggs?
BY JOHN GREER
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

Amid a glut of similar diner-
style breakfast joints, the re-
cently opened Wild Eggs pro-
vides Bowling Green patrons 
with a uniquely satisfying 
morning and early afternoon 
option. 

It’s immediately appar-
ent upon enter-

ing Wild Eggs 
that the dé-
cor loyally 
adheres to 
the restau-

rant’s name. 
Adorning the 

muted, pastel 
walls of the restau-

rant are stark close-ups of 
playfully arranged eggs. 

Most of the restaurant’s in-
terior design focuses on this 
iconic oval shape. This ranges 
from the cascade of multicol-
ored eggs encased in glass to 
the egg-shaped salt and pep-
per shakers that sit on every 
table. 

One look at the menu also 

SEE REVIEW PAGE B2
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Novo Dolce off ers unique environment
BY STEPHANIE JESSIE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Around the corner from Riley’s Bak-
ery, hidden behind Penn Station, is 
a little piece of New York City, trans-
planted into Bowling Green.

Novo Dolce Gastro Pub is a place 
described by co-owner Jake Petrovic 
and general manager Jenny Van Bu-
ren as “modern”, “relaxing” and, ul-
timately, “fi ne-dining in a bar atmo-
sphere.”

The modern-industrial style pub 
was started in May 2012 by Petrovic 
and co-owner and head chef Sasa 
Mandrapa as a basic sandwich and 

espresso shop off Old Morgantown 
Road. The pub made its move to the 
new, larger location off 31-W in April, 
adding a full-service kitchen and bar.

“On this side of town, there are no 
restaurants, no bars,” Petrovic said. 
“Everyone has to go to the other side of 
town. This is like a neighborhood bar.”

The idea behind a gastro pub is giv-
ing the customer a chance to enjoy 
fi ne-dining with a laid-back, bar at-
mosphere. Petrovic said gastro pubs 
originated in London in the early ‘90s 
and have become popular in cities 
like New York and Miami.

“It is a true gastro pub,” Dan 
Chaney, WKU project manager and 

Novo Dolce enthusiast, said. “That 
phrase gets tossed around a lot, but 
this is real.”

Van Buren said that Novo Dolce is 
introducing something new to Bowl-
ing Green.

“We wanted to do something that 
not everybody has. Something that 
you can eat every day, but is differ-
ent,” Van Buren said.

The menu includes a variety of pas-
tas, burgers, coffees and homemade 
gelato daily. Specials are posted on 
the pub’s Instagram, @novodolcegas-
tropub, daily.

“The food is spot on, there is a great 
drink selection…it doesn’t even feel 

like Bowling Green,” Chaney said.
Specials are chosen weekly based 

on what’s available at local farms and 
markets.

“It’s cool because we’ll get differ-
ent things based on what the farmers 
have that week or what’s in season,” 
Van Buren said. “Our chefs get to be 
creative in deciding our specials for 
the week.”

The full, regular menu and hours 
can be found on www.novodolce.
com, along with connection links for 
Facebook and Instagram.

“It’s the food, it’s the atmosphere, 
it’s the ambience,” Petrovic said. 
“That brings people back.”

concept of a “gourmet dining experi-
ence at the breakfast and lunch hours.” 

Henderson has always been interest-
ed in the concept of breakfast, so when 
Reeves mentioned the idea to Hender-
son, he couldn’t help but get “eggcited.” 

“It’s not just the food that gets me, it’s 
the cloth napkin, the ‘real’ silverware 
and china…and the smiles you get 
from the staff as they deliver a dining 
experience you wouldn’t get anywhere 
else at 7 a.m.,” Henderson said. 

The goal of the restaurant is to ensure 
guests receive the same dining envi-
ronment that they would experience at 
an upscale restaurant, but for less.

Prices usually range from $10 to $12 
for meals, but there are also prices as 
low as $5. Reeves described the atmo-
sphere of the restaurant as a fun, lively 
environment, with good music and 
bright decor.

“The main attraction is the opportu-
nity to give the guest an enlightening 

way to start their day,” Henderson said.  
Reeves said she and Henderson 

would like to see both parking and 
kitchen prep space expanded, but 
Reeves believes the main improve-
ments will come through further train-
ing and more time with open doors 
and fi lled seats.

“We have a wonderful program and 
training team, but it’s been a big learn-
ing curve for us all starting from the 
ground up,” Reeves said.

The team isn’t settling down in Bowl-
ing Green and plans on expanding 
in the future. They want to branch 
out and have been looking to open in 
neighboring cities such as Owensboro, 
Nashville and Elizabethtown. They 
plan to expand fairly quickly. There are 
currently four Wild Eggs locations in 
Louisville and one in Lexington, not 
run by Reeves and Henderson.

“I had no doubt Wild Eggs would go 
over well in Bowling Green, but was 
very moderate with projections for our 
business plan,” Reeves said. “So far we 
have greatly exceeded expectations.” 

WILD EGGS
Continued from LIFE

underscores the theme. While Wild 
Eggs serves breakfast staples like bis-
cuits, gravy, oatmeal and pancakes, it 
also offers more amusing and inven-
tive egg-based dishes that draw inspi-
ration from international cuisines. 

The food succeeds in rising to the 
expectations of the upscale décor and 

enticing menu.  
Because of the diffi culty involved in 

poaching eggs and making hollanda-
ise sauce, the eggs Benedict is one of 
the hardest dishes to perfect in the 
breakfast kitchen. It represents a 
good test of Wild Egg’s culinary qual-
ity.  

The Kalamity Katie’s Border Bene-
dict consists of chorizo-topped, 
green-chili-cheddar corn cakes, two 

poached eggs, queso fundido, pico de 
gallo, sour cream, green onions, avo-
cado and a side of skillet potatoes. 

As with any eggs Benedict, the 
richness of the runny yolks shine 
through, but the overarching theme 
is balance.

The corn cakes’ sweetness contrasts 
nicely with the spicy layer of chorizo 
sausage laid overtop. The bright acid-
ity of the pico de gallo prevents the fat-

tiness of the yolks and queso fundido 
from overwhelming the dish. 

The only minor misstep can be found 
with the potatoes. While fl avorful, they 
failed to provide the crispy textural 
component that could have lifted the 
meal to greater heights.   

Fortunately, Wild Eggs more than 
ably fi lls Bowling Green’s upscale 
breakfast and brunch void. The food 
justifi es repeat visits. 

REVIEW
Continued from LIFE

concerned, “most of the restaurants 
are meeting expectations, with one or 
two falling a bit short.” 

Mariah’s, despite many Bowling 
Green residents opposing its reloca-
tion, is among those that are meeting 
business expectations.

“Our facilities now allow us to han-
dle even larger crowds,” Fleming said. 
“We can seat more people, our ban-
quet facilities are larger and there’s 
great outdoor seating.”

Pagoda Asian Café, an Asian cuisine 
restaurant, has become a favorite 
lunch destination for Tompkinsville 
WKU graduate Alisha Martin.

Martin said that while WKU has re-
cently updated their food offerings on 
campus, students should “venture out 
and enjoy what the city has to offer.”

When visiting her sister on campus, 
Martin makes it a point to stop at 
Pagoda. She said the restaurant eas-

ily has some of the best Asian food in 
Bowling Green. 

“I wish that we’d had somewhere like 
this on campus when I went there,” 
Martin said. 

But the plaza is not home to res-
taurants only. It also features a multi-
story car garage, and offi ce spaces are 
currently being leased.

Trivia nights, cornhole tourna-
ments and concerts provide enter-
tainment for those walking or dining 
in the plaza. Prospective customers 
can fi nd information about future 
activities on the plaza’s recently-
launched website.

Fleming said she and her coworkers 
also use social media to keep custom-
ers updated about daily specials and 
events. It’s part of their plan to strike 
repeat business. 

A grand opening ceremony will take 
place on Sept. 8, with festivities and 
special events throughout the day. 

“We want to get the community in-
volved,” Fleming said.

HITCENTS
Continued from LIFE

Wkuherald.com
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BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Bill Greer and his wife, Carol, 
have always been involved in 
their daughter’s life. While she 
participated in Special Olym-
pics, they saw her reach her 
fullest potential, make new 
friends and learn new skills. 
However, when they would go 
home, they noticed that she 
didn't have as many opportu-
nities as she wanted. 

Together, the Greers created 
a solution for their daughter 
and many other special needs 
adults just like her. They 
have organized Top Crops, a 
community garden for spe-
cial needs adults. The duo 
thought of the idea as a way to 
offer an opportunity for these 
adults to show off their skills 
and learn something new. 

“The garden is all about 
learning. They learn about 
gardening and responsibility. 
They go out and harvest Friday 
then sell the vegetables and 
herbs on Saturday,” Bill Greer 
said. “They are learning how 
to garden, and they are selling 
a product that leads to better 
health for the community.”

Top Crops has been around 
for about a year now, but it 
took almost two to get it orga-
nized and running.

“It started out as lots of small 
conversations,” Bill Greer 
said. “Then we took the sim-
ple idea and made it better 
and better.” 

The special needs adults 
in the program work hands- 
on by preparing soil, plant-
ing seeds, growing the plants 
and then selling the plants in 
farmers markets. The garden 
is located on the WKU farm 
on Nashville Road. 

Top Crops sells their produce 
on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the Community Farm-
ers Market on Nashville Road. 
They also have a Facebook 
page available for the public 
who want to be involved. 

The Greers make it a top 
priority that the special needs 
adults are interacting with the 
community and that the gar-
den benefi ts the community 
in many ways.

“The community gets to be 
around people who may have 
challenges but don’t let their 
challenges stop them from 
doing their best and accom-
plishing their goals,” Bill Greer 
said. 

Alex Embry, a 25-year-old 
with Down Syndrome, has 
been working with Top Crops 
for about a year. His father, 
Rod Embry, has been able to 
watch his son grow through 
the program. 

“He enjoys being with 
friends and other people,” 
Rod Embry said. “He likes be-
ing with people who have a 
common goal.” 

Rod and Alex Embry have 
a special connection to the 
crops they grow.

“One of my favorite memo-
ries was when we brought 
crops home and cooked them 
in our meals,” Rod Embry 
said. “Seeing the plants grown 
and using them at home was 
really great.” 

He hopes to see Top Crops 
grow and get more people in-
volved, both in the planning 
and in the growing.

“There is a high level of work 
involved in the planning and 
preparation. Having more 
people would reduce some 
burden that is on the Greers,” 
he said.

Bill Greer hopes to see Top 
Crops grow and incorporate 
more special needs adults. 

"Students who are studying 
nutrition could come in and 
teach a class. Students who 
are majoring in special educa-
tion could get some hands-on 
experience,” he said.
   At the beginning, the Greers 
wanted to keep it small to 
work out any problems. 

“I would love to start selling 
to local restaurants. However, 
I want it to stay focused on be-
ing a learning environment,” 
Bill Greer said. “It’s all about 
helping them be the best they 
can be. They remind us that 
everyone is capable and that 
the community isn't just folks 
around our neighborhood; it 
is all of us.”

WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD
Top Crops co-founder Carol Greer lends a helping hand to her 
daughter, Ginna, 21, while watering plants at the WKU Farm. 
Ginna and other participants with disabilities frequently visit 
the farm to water and weed plants, pick fruits and vegetables 
and gain practical life skills by selling crops at the Bowling 
Green Community Farmers Market.

Farmers markets 
provide city with 
homegrown options
BY WHITNEY ALLEN
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

Over the past fi ve years, Bowling Green and other cities around 
the world have experienced a boom in farmers markets. Now 
that WKU students are back for fall, those local markets are feel-
ing the boom as well.

Currently, there are three farmers markets in Bowling Green 
and 147 markets in Kentucky. In addition to these, there are 
countless roadside stands. 

Joe O’Daniel, a local farmer, sells his produce at Southern Ken-
tucky Farmers Market (SKY) in Bowling Green. O’Daniel grows 
produce and raises livestock on his 116-acre farm in Warren 
County. 

Although O’Daniel al-
ways knew he wanted to 
be a farmer, that isn’t where 
his career began. O’Daniel 
helped tend his fam-
ily garden as a child, which 
sprouted into a passion for 
farming.

“All my uncles on my dad’s 
side farmed,” O’Daniel said. 
“I grew up in the farming 
community and everybody 
was farming around me.”

Now instead of being sur-
rounded by farming fam-
ily members, O’Daniel sells 
his produce alongside local 
farmers at the SKY Farmers 
Market, located at the Med-
ical Center.

Like some of his custom-
ers, O’Daniel was once a 
student at WKU, where he 
earned horticulture and 
business degrees. O’Daniel 
purchased his farm in 1987, but he continued working at a local 
factory and eventually made the transition to full-time farming 
in 2000. 

As O’Daniel’s experience as a full-time farmer has developed, 
so has the local food scene. Martin Stone, an associate profes-
sor of agriculture at WKU and a founder of Community Farmers 
Market, said the type of consumers in the market have changed 
in recent years.

“What we see at our market is a bunch of university students 
and young couples,” Stone said. “It never used to be that way. It 
used to only be people with expendable income.”

O'Daniel and other farmers in the area are gearing up for fall 
crops and markets

In terms of produce, there will be no shortage in selection this 
fall, said Community Farmers Market vendor, Gary Robbins.

“You can get anything you want,” Robbins said.

Husband and wife start garden 
program for special needs adults

Community Farmers 
Market is open year 
round on Tuesdays 
from 2 to 6 p.m. and on 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Nashville Road. 
SKY is located on the 
corner of Chestnut Street 
and the 31W Bypass on 
Tuesdays from 7 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and at The Medical 
Center on Saturdays 
from 7 a.m. to noon. The 
Warren County Farmers 
Market is located in 
front of Hobby Lobby on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays from 6 a.m. to 
1 p.m.
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Stewart: WKU in “great shape” entering Conference USA 
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD..COM

After 32 years and 133 total 
championships in the Sun 
Belt Conference, WKU has fi -
nally begun its fi rst sports cal-
endar year as a member of the 
Conference USA. 

Conference realignment 
brings with it many benefi ts, 
but it can also be a challenge for 
evolving athletic programs in 
terms of competition. However, 
WKU Athletic Director Todd 
Stewart said that since several 
of the department’s goals have 
been stabilized in recent years, 
the Hilltoppers will enter C-
USA with some momentum. 

“We’re in great shape for a 
number of reasons,” Stewart 
said. “All of our goals fall under 
one of three areas and right 
now I think we’re really strong 
in all three of those. Certainly 
one is to win. We’re in the busi-
ness of college athletics and 
they keep score at the games, 
and if they keep score we want 

to win it.”
Success hasn’t come easy, 

but it has come often in partic-
ular sports for the Hilltoppers 
in recent years. WKU captured 
the Bubas Cup last season, 
which is given annually to the 
Sun Belt school that allots the 
most points based on its per-
formance throughout the ath-
letic year. 

The school has won the hon-
or six times, but last year was 
the fi rst since 2008. Ten WKU 
programs fi nished in the top 
three of the Sun Belt league 
standings in 2013-2014. 

“That speaks, I think, to the 
depth of our athletic depart-
ment,” Stewart said. “You don’t 
win it by just being strong in 
one or two sports. So that, 
coupled with the conference 
championships that we’ve 
won, are (sic.) good.”

Stewart said the second 
aspect of the department’s 
three-pronged, goal-setting 
approach is academic success. 
That goal, per Stewart, has 

been strengthened due to the 
current 75 percent graduation 
rate for WKU student-athletes, 
which is roughly 25 percent 
higher than the university’s 
overall rate. 

“The credit for that goes to 
our coaches for demanding 
that and recruiting true stu-
dent athletes and our athletes 
for having the discipline and 
the dedication in the class-
room,” Stewart said. “It mat-
ters for them to fulfi ll the ob-
ligations associated with that.”

Last, but certainly not least, 
is athletic community ser-
vice. WKU student athletes, 
coaches and staff are given the 
opportunity to impact numer-
ous organizations through 
the Hilltoppers with Heart 
community service program, 
which began in 2011 and has 
grown ever since. 

“Three years ago we had 500 
hours of community service,” 
Stewart said. “Two years ago 
we had 750 hours, and this 
year we had about 1,200 hours 

of community 
service and I 
certainly an-
ticipate that 
growing every 
year.”

If WKU does 
hit the ground 
running in its 
new confer-
ence, the ben-
efi ts will come in abundance. 
Television exposure, revenue 
totals, overall relevance and 
postseason opportunities will 
undoubtedly increase as a 
member of the C-USA. 

The Hilltoppers will also 
welcome the opportunity 
to rekindle rivalries with old 
foes such as Middle Tennes-
see, Marshall, UAB, Charlotte, 
Old Dominion, Southern Miss 
and L.A. Tech. while beginning 
new bouts with schools like 
Rice and UTEP. 

“You’re known by the com-
pany you keep,” Stewart said. 
“…I really feel, and all of us 
feel, the schools that we will 

now start playing on a regular 
basis are ones that our fans 
will identify with much better 
than they did many of the Sun 
Belt schools. My expectation is 
that brings energy and excite-
ment to our venues greater 
than what we’ve had.”

Before the Hilltoppers can 
fully reap the benefi ts of their 
new digs, they have to com-
pete, and according to Stew-
art, he believes they’ll waste 
no time in doing that.

“I wouldn’t expect us to take 
a step back,” Stewart said. 
“I would expect us, and our 
coaches feel the same way, to 
compete favorably and suc-
cessfully in all of our sports. 
The level of competition, par-
ticularly in some sports, will 
be more diffi cult, but again I 
think, based on the leadership 
we have in place right now 
with our coaches, we’re pre-
pared for that. I would expect 
us to have a bigger impact in 
Conference USA than we even 
had in the Sun Belt.”

Todd Stewart

newcomers is overwhelming, but I 
wake up every day excited to get back 
in here because this is a group that 
every day, light bulbs are going to 
come on.”

Part of the formula to Hudson’s suc-
cess has been his ability to under-
stand and read the cards he’s dealt, 
and right now, he knows he doesn’t 
have as many aces in the hole just yet. 

Five freshmen — Jessica Lucas, Jack-
ie Scott, Sydney Engle, Amara Listen-
bee and Alyssa Cavanaugh — are the 
youth highlighting this Lady Topper 
team that replaces the fi ve seniors 
from the 2013 class that featured a list 
of school record holders.

Ashley Potts holds the all-time 
digs record with 1,879 digs and won 
three-straight Sun Belt Conference 
Defensive Player of the Year awards. 
Melanie Stutsman is WKU’s all-time 
assists leader with 5,294 assists. Paige 
Wessel is second in school history in 
hitting-percentage (.367). 

Those people are gone. Only two se-
niors outline the squad this season, 
middle hitter Heather Boyan and de-
fensive specialist Mollie Pajakowski. 

Junior middle hitter Noelle Langen-
kamp has been selected as the Con-
ference USA Preseason Player of the 
Year. 

Those Lady Toppers are the leaders 
of this team, but fi ve freshmen make 
this one of Hudson’s most challeng-
ing of his 20 years.

“If we come out of the gate on fi re 
it wouldn’t surprise me. If it takes us 
three or four weeks to fi gure some 
things out, it wouldn’t surprise me,” 
Hudson said. 

“What I want is for them to almost 
embrace the fact that things are go-
ing to go wrong. It’s going to happen. 
There’s no way around it. I don’t want 

them to be shaken by that, I don’t 
want them to be surprised about 
that.”

Boyan has been in the same shoes 
these fi ve freshmen stand in. Hud-
son said he and Boyan discussed not 
long ago about how far her career had 
come since her freshman year. Boyan 
played in 41 sets as a freshman. Her 
next season, she was named Second-
Team All-Sun Belt Conference.

“It’s weird that it’s gone this fast and 
here I am in the last season,” Boyan 
said. “We defi nitely have a lot of tal-
ent this year. We might have a young 
team, but I think we have a lot of po-
tential to go far and do big things.

“You have fi ve people coming in and 
they don’t know the culture of our 
program and what we do here. It puts 
more pressure on the upperclassmen 
to make sure we set that example 
to let them know how we do things 
here.”

The Lady Toppers were humbled af-
ter last season’s end in the fi rst round 
of the Sun Belt Tournament in which 
they were expected to repeat as 
champions bound for a third-straight 
NCAA Tournament appearance.

WKU volleyball has earned respect 
across the country as a strong pro-
gram. Now they’re looking to earn re-
spect once again in Conference USA. 

For the fi rst time in a while, Hud-
son’s Lady Toppers will consider 
themselves the 13th best team out of 
13 competitors in the league.

“We’ve never played a part of this 
league and we don’t want anything 
given to us as a part of this league,” 
Hudson said. “We’ll start at No. 13 
and see how far we can work our way 
up throughout this season and fi gure 
out where we land at the end.

“It’s a when, not if, with this group. 
This is going to be a really good team. 
How long that will take remains to be 
seen.”

SIDELINES
Continued from SPORTS

WKU fi rst-year women’s tennis Head Coach Jonatan Berhane announced 
Wednesday the signing of two new Lady Toppers, Tereza Hejlova and Cassie 
Pennington, to the 2014-2015 roster. 

Hejlova has had a successful career in her home country, the Czech 
Republic, holding a top national ranking. Her career-high ranking in the 
Women’s Tennis Association is 1140, and she’s notched victories over the 
No. 465 ranked player in the world at the time, Ysaline Bonaventure, and the 
No. 22 ranked player in the under-18 division, Viktoria Malova. 

Pennington hails from Greenwood High School in Bowling Green. She’s 
captured the Region 4 title in fi ve consecutive years and has made it to the 
quarterfi nals of the Kentucky State Tournament.

 

BRIeF: WKU tennis adds two signees for 2014-2015
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First-year Head Coach Dino Babers, 
who tallied a 12-2 record and a No. 2 na-
tional FCS ranking at Eastern Illinois last 
season, leads BGSU this year. Babers 
spent four seasons at Baylor prior to his 
stop at EIU, thus making him known for 
his up-tempo style of play. 

EIU ran the Baylor-style offense under 
Babers and fi nished last season with the 
best offense in the FCS. The Panthers 
averaged 589.5 yards per game and 48.2 
points per game, leading the FCS in 
both categories. Babers’ defensive units 
also ranked top 30 in scoring defense, 
red zone defense and passing defense 
effi ciency in 2013. 

In two years with Babers as his head 
coach, EIU quarterback Jimmy Garop-
polo threw for 8,873 yards and 84 touch-
downs. Last season, Garoppolo was 
named the Walter Payton Award win-
ner, which is virtually the FCS’ Heisman 
Trophy. 

Thomas, who ranked top 20 nation-
ally last season with 15 passes defended 

and fi ve interceptions for the Hilltop-
pers last season, said WKU has known 
what to expect from its fi rst opponent. 

“We’ve been defi nitely keeping up the 
tempo on offense,” Thomas said. “Mak-
ing sure that we stay up-tempo and 
make sure that the pace is fast because 
we know our opponent is going to have 
a fast-paced offense. We’ve been doing 
a lot of conditioning to get our bodies in 
shape, especially the young guys getting 
acclimated into our scheme.”

Brohm said the Hilltoppers have 
worked on tempo throughout the 
spring, summer and fall, and added that 
the team just needs to line up correctly 
and get the plays in before BGSU has a 
chance to catch them off guard. 

With such a formidable opponent be-
tween WKU and its fi rst win in its inau-
gural Conference USA season, Brohm 
wasn’t bashful when asked how signifi -
cant a victory would be. 

“It would be a huge win for us – with-
out question,” Brohm said. “We’re, like 
everyone else, going to take one game 
at a time, but this is a very good oppo-
nent…it’s going to be a test.

any age. “TopperTown” is free of charge 
and will open exactly three hours prior 
to kickoff. It will be located across the 
street from Downing Student Union in 
front of Parking Structure 2. 

 The WKU gameday app is free of 
charge and will allow Hilltopper fans to 
connect with the team before, during 
and after the game. The app has sev-
eral features, which include live audio, 
real-time Instagram and Twitter feeds 
from teams and fans, gameday guides, 
which include all necessary informa-
tion regarding the game, stadium and 
parking maps, live conference and top-
25 scores and stats, and even weather 
alerts.

“This (app) is really geared towards 
the gameday. It will include football, 
both basketballs and baseball,” Mi-
chael Schroeder, Assistant Athletic 
Director for Communications, said. 

“When fans are coming to the game or 
even inside the game, this is going to be 
a valuable way to fi nd out where they 
need to go and fi nd important infor-
mation.”

The food and beverage stands also 
received upgrades, made possible by 
on-campus hospitality provider, Cen-
terplate. As a result, many new options 
are available to fans, including sev-
eral local favorites: Moonlite Bar-B-Q, 
Steamer Seafood, Chop Shop burgers, 
steak po-boy, Philly cheesesteak, soft 
tacos and “Topper” fries.  

“We are pleased to offer these new 
options for fans so when they come to 
campus for gameday this year, there 
is a sense of newness and freshness 
with everything they do from when 
they step on campus to when the game 
ends,” Schroeder said. “We really think 
when people walk away from the game 
they will say, ‘This is something I can’t 
get anywhere else right now.’”

FOOTBALL
Continued from Sports 

GAMEDAY
Continued from Sports

Cross country set to open season in Nashville
BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

On Friday, the WKU men’s 
and women’s cross-country 
teams will be packing their 
bags for Nashville, where 
they’ll be competing in the 
Belmont Opener for the start 
of the 2014-2015 season.

Both teams will be racing at 
Percy Warner Park for the sec-
ond consecutive year. The race 
will be classifi ed as a regular 
season bout, but the distances 
will be shorter in comparison.  

Head Coach Erik Jenkins said 
the opener will give the team a 
decent gauge as to where they 
are and what they need to be 
working on. 

“You can go all out and try 
to be the Belmont champion, 
but it doesn’t mean anything 
if you’re not the Conference 

USA champion later on down 
the road,” Jenkins said. “So it’s 
a constant building process. 
We want to go out and have a 
good showing and keep build-
ing towards the ultimate goal, 
which is to win champion-
ships and advance people to 
the NCAAs, but you need these 
meets to build the strength 
and stamina and also, the race 
patterns, to be successful.”

Many of the returnees from 
last year, including Katie Le-
ver, are confi dent they won’t 
disappoint in the opener, 
which was also the case a sea-
son ago. 

“The bar was set so high last 
year that there’s no excuse to 
not reach them this year and 
exceed them, really,” Lever 
said.

There will be a lot of new 
faces competing for both the 

women and men. However, 
sophomore Peter Agaba, who 
was the second-best freshman 
in the conference champion-
ship last year and fi nished in 
the top-10, is returning.   
Senior Sean Hurd, who was 
injured last season, and senior 
David Mokone, who placed 
fi fth in the opener last season, 
are also returning.  

Some of the teams compet-
ing on Friday include Purdue, 
Murray State, Vanderbilt, Ten-
nessee State, Belmont and 
other regional teams. The 
women’s race will start at 5:30 
p.m. CDT and the men’s will 
start at 6:30 p.m. CDT. 

“Everybody is competing, 
we’re just going to go out and 
race to the best of our ability,” 
Jenkins said. “At that time, we 
will work to being ready in No-
vember.”

LUKE FRANKE/HERALD
WKU sophomore cross country runners Baylee Shofner and Taylor 
Carlin compete in the Vanderbilt Commodore Classic on Sept. 14, 
2013. 

CROSS COUNTRY

for topper sports NEWS go to WKUHERALD.COM
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» Pick up a Topper Extra 
tomorrow for extensive 
Hilltopper football coverage 
leading up to Friday's game.

FOOTBALL

Tough task ahead of Toppers in season opener
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

During WKU football’s Monday 
morning press conference, redshirt 
senior defensive back Cam Thom-
as said the team’s goal this season 

is to run the 
table, making 
a win against 
Bowling Green 
State University 
on Friday its 
fi rst priority. 

With a new conference, a new 
head coach, a new fi eld and new 
game day attractions, it’s hard 
not to share  Thomas’ excitement 
about the upcoming football sea-
son. However, the Hilltoppers’ fi rst 
test won’t be a walk in the park. 

The Falcons are coming off a 10-4 
season that yielded a Mid-Amer-
ican Conference Championship. 

BGSU returns 16 starters – eight 
on offense, six on defense and two 
from special teams. 

“This fi rst one we’re playing is 
an outstanding opponent,” Head 
Coach Jeff Brohm said. “They’ve 
proven themself last year, they 
have a lot of people coming back, 
and they’re a very senior-laden 
team, especially on defense. Also, 
their quarterback and running 
back is back. Of course, they’re 
picked to fi nish fi rst in the confer-
ence, so it’ll be a great test for us. 
But that’s what it’s all about. That’s 
why you play the game.”

Redshirt juniors Matt Johnson 
and Travis Greene, BGSU’s start-
ing quarterback and running back 
from a season ago, highlight the re-
turners on offense. 

Johnson allotted 3,467 passing 
yards and 25 touchdowns last year 

while completing 64.2 percent of 
his passes and tossing just seven 
interceptions.

Greene rushed for a single-sea-
son program record 1,594 yards 
for 11 touchdowns and also hauled 
in 18 receptions and two receiving 
scores. 

The Falcons led the MAC in rush-
ing defense, passing defense and 
scoring defense a season ago and 
return two all-MAC performers at 
the linebacker position in redshirt 
seniors D.J. Lynch and Gabe Mar-
tin. 

Lynch, an outside linebacker, led 
the team with 85 tackles a season 
ago, eight for a loss. He also added 
two sacks and a fumble recovery. 
Martin, despite playing in only sev-
en games, earned all-MAC honors 
and recorded 36 tackles and two 
sacks. 

Nothing easy

Next game
Friday Aug. 29

6:30 P.M.
L.T. SMith Stadium
VS. BGSU Falcons

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B5

MIKE CLARK/HERALD
Freshman linebacker Masai Whyte grabs a tackling dummy during football practice on Tuesday, Aug. 26 at Smith Stadium.

Lady Tops open season with UNLV Invite this weekend
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Lady Topper volleyball 
team will kick off its inaugural 
season in the Conference USA 
this Friday in Las Vegas with a 
weekend full of non-confer-
ence play at the UNLV invita-
tional.  

WKU opens the weekend 
against UC Riverside at 3:30 
p.m. CDT.

For fi ve out of the 12 Lady 
Toppers on the roster, this will 
be their fi rst collegiate match-
up and for this reason, Head 
Coach Travis Hudson is look-
ing for more than just a couple 
notches in the win column. 

“This is a different kind of an 
animal,” Hudson said. “Every-
one wants to put a win total on 
it, or wins and losses. I’m trying 
to keep it simple for this group 

right now."
The sim-

plicity that 
he is look-
ing for this 
weekend, 
and wants 

to fl ourish on through the sea-
son, is the team’s ability to ren-
der a “competitive response.” 

“If we lose a match we 
shouldn’t have lost, I want a 
competitive response. If we 
win a game that we probably 
shouldn’t have won, I want a 
competitive response out of 
that, too," he said. 

Hudson is not dwelling on 
the little things, but rather 
looks at this weekend as a step-
ping-stone to a successful sea-
son – one that will show a good 
gauge of where the young team 
stands. 

Senior Heather Boyan is hap-

py with what the team has been 
able to accomplish in practice 
in the preseason, especially in 
terms of all the new athletes 
getting on the same page. 

“We have been working hard 
on the culture of our team,” 
Boyan explained, “and part of 
that is having everyone be a 
leader. I think that we are at a 
point where we are all holding 
each other accountable, and it 
is working out very nicely.”  

Hudson stresses that his 
team is “a group where light 
bulbs will be switching on ev-
ery day”, and for that reason 
he is not entirely sure what to 
expect on the team’s fi rst week-
end of competition.  

“If we came out of the gate on 
fi re, it wouldn’t really surprise 
me,” Hudson said. “If it took 
us three or four weeks to fi gure 
things out, that wouldn’t sur-

prise me either.”
“I know come November 

we are going to be a team to 

be reckoned with, and that is 
what’s so exciting about coach-
ing to me.”

MIKE CLARK/HERALD
Junior middle hitter Noelle Langenkamp of Cincinnati, Ohio, 
spikes the ball against South Alabama in E.A. Diddle Arena, No-
vember 15, 2013.

VOLLEYBALL

BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

I was three years old when Travis 
Hudson began coaching volleyball at 
WKU. 

That’s crazy to think about, but what’s 
crazier is that fi ve of Hudson’s newest 
players were either born the same year 
he began coaching or didn’t yet exist 
on this earth.

When you’ve coached that long at 
one place you’re doing something 
right. Hudson’s formula, for the ma-
jority of his career, has been right. 

When you’re entering your 20th sea-
son of coaching, you get tired. Hud-
son, in all his success in bringing the 
Lady Toppers to the top 25 the past 
three seasons, admits he is tired.

“It’s hard for me to explain to people 
how I feel going into this one because 
I am truly exhausted,” Hudson said. 
“The amount of work with that many 

SIDELINES

BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The switch from the Sun Belt Con-
ference to Conference USA isn’t the 
only change fans will notice this Fri-
day when WKU takes on Bowling 
Green State at 6:30 p.m. in Smith Sta-
dium. 

Monday, the WKU athletics depart-
ment announced enhanced football 
gameday plans for the 2014 season, 
which include family fun with “Top-
perTown,” new dining options, new 
tailgating zones and a new gameday 
application for smartphones. 

A children’s play area called “Top-
perTown” will return this fall, featur-
ing infl atables, balloon artistry, face 
painting and other games for kids of 

SEE GAMEDAY PAGE B5

SEE SIDELINES PAGE B4

WKU 
announces 
gameday 
enhancements

Lady Topper 
volleyball em-
braces youth

Next game
Friday Aug. 29

3:30 P.M.
@ UNLV invitational

VS. UC RIVERSIDE
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