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Context: The civic mission and 
university community engagement 
(UCE)

UCE networks:
1. Individual

2. Institutional

3. National and international

Summary



Civic mission of 
the university



UCE at the individual 
or small group level



* Individual local knowledge
* Collective cultural knowledge
* Political knowledge
* Scientific knowledge



CBPR:
… action and reflection, 
… theory and practice, 
… participation with others, 
… practical solutions, 
… issues of concern, and
… common good outcomes.



UCE at the institutional level



Mission
+ Understanding 
+ Leadership
+ Capacity building
+ Reporting
+ Profiling 



UCE: National and 
international networks



Asia Pacific University Community Engagement 
Network (APUCEN).
Australian Universities Community Engagement 
Alliance (AUCEA).
International Association for Research on Service-
Learning and Community Engagement (IARSLCE).
Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU)
Extension and Engagement Network.
Global University Network for Innovation (GUNI).
Living Knowledge Network (LK).
Community Knowledge Initiative (CKI).



Talloires Network.
Society for Participatory Research in Asia 
(PRIA).
Campus Engage Ireland.
Pascal International Observatory.
Campus Compact in USA.
Global Alliance for Community-Engaged 
Research (GACER).
Campus Community Participatory Health 
Network (CCPH).



Australian Universities 
Community Engagement 

Alliance (AUCEA)



1. Institutional capacity building
2. Community capacity building
3. Knowledge systems
4. Promotion and advocacy
5. Build and support collaborations



Global developments in co-creation of 
knowledge: The role of university-
community engagement networks 

(an academic’s perspective)

SUMMARY



Cuthill, M. 2011 ‘Embedding engagement in an Australian ‘sandstone’ 
university: From community service to university engagement’ Metropolitan 
Universities 22:2, pp.21-44.

Cuthill, M. & Schmidt, C. 2011 ‘Widening participation: Challenges 
confronting an Australian research intensive university’ Journal of 
Institutional Research 16:2, pp.13-25.

Cuthill, M. & Brown, A. 2010 ‘Sceptics, Utilitarians and Missionaries: Senior 
managers perceptions of engagement in an Australian Research University’ 
The Australasian Journal of University-Community Engagement 5:2, pp.126-146.

Cuthill, M. 2010 ‘Working together: A methodological case study of engaged 
scholarship’ Gateways: International Journal of Community Research and 
Engagement 3, pp.20–37.

Cuthill, M. 2008 ‘A quality framework for university engagement in Australia’ 
International Journal for Public Participation 2:2, pp.22-41, online 
http://www.iap2.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=307

http://www.iap2.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=307



