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Tantilla jani (Ginther)

Homalocranium jani Giinther, 1895:148. Type-locality, “Guate-
mala.” Lectoholotype, British Mus. (Natural History)
1946.1.8.68, adult female, collected on behalf of F. D. God-
man (perhaps by G. C. Champion), date of collection unknown
(examined by author).

Homalocranium fuscum: Boulenger, 1896:220 (part).

Tantilla fusca: Slevin, 1939:411.

Tantilla jani: Smith, 1942:36.

Tantilla janni: Beltran, 1953:132.

@ CONTENT. No subspecies are recognized.

® DEFINITION AND D1aGNosIs. A species of Tentilla with a mut-
ed pale middorsal stripe or series of pale dots (one per scale) con-
fined to the middorsal scale row and a pale lateral stripe situated
on adjacent halves of dorsal scale rows 3 and 4. The ground color
is brown. The venter is largely immaculate cream. The head pattern
consists of a usually complete pale nuchal band, crossing the pos-
terior portion of the parietals and the ultimate supralabial. The
remainder of the head is brown, except for a pale spot on the snout
and pale pre- and postocular spots. Ventrals and subcaudals range
from 136 to 153 and 43 to 52, respectively. Tantilla jani may be
distinguished from all congeners by possession of a pale middorsal
stripe or series of pale spots confined to the middorsal row, a pale
lateral stripe on adjacent halves of rows 3 and 4, a usually complete
pale nuchal collar, a brown ground color, more or less unicolor
paraventral scale row, 136-155 ventrals, and 43-52 subcaudals.

® DESCRIPTIONS. A summary description is in Smith (1942).
More complete descriptions are in Wilson and Meyer (1971) and
Wilson (1982).

@ ILLUSTRATIONS. Pen-and-ink drawings of lateral, dorsal, and
ventral views of the head and anterior body, as well as the dorsal
color pattern are in Wilson and Meyer (1971).

¢ DisTRIBUTION. Tantilla jani occurs at low and moderate el-
evations (ca. 305-960 m) of the Pacific versant from eastern Oa-
xaca, México, to south-central Guatemala.

® FossiL RECORD. None.

® PERTINENT LITERATURE. The literature on this species deals
with descriptions, distribution, and relationships (Smith, 1942; Smith
and Burger, 1950; Smith and Smith, 1951; Smith and Williams,
1966; Wilson and Meyer, 1971; Savitzky and Smith, 1971; Wil-
son, 1970, 1974, 1982, 1983, 1984; Wilson, McCranie, and Por-
ras, 1977).

® ETYyMoLoGY. The name jani is a patronym in honor of Georges
Jan, eminent 19th-century Italian herpetologist.
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Map.  Open circles indicate known localities for the species. Type-
locality too indefinite to plot.



