devanagar

These tables are designed for use by teachers and learners of Devanagari, and may be freely incorporated into course materials,
printed for reference, or read online. Please acknowledge HUF! Many thanks to our calligraphers, Aruna Kharod and Bipul Pandey.

A set of materials for reading practice is in preparation.
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DEVANAGARI 1 — CONSONANTS

voiceless plosive voiced plosive

unaspirated aspirated unaspirated aspirated

Velar EF ka @- kha Tr ga '5|' gha

a- ca @; cha 3‘[ ja 3:|' jha

Palatal
Retroflex E'r fa 3 tha g da g dha
Dental a- ta QI tha ar da QCT dha

Labial q- pa q; pha a- ba 3:|' bha

Semivowel

Sibilant QT Sa q- Sa H sa

Glottal g ha
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nasal

UTna

H- na

H ma



DEVANAGARI 2 — CONSONANTS (Nagari only)

voiceless plosive voiced plosive

unaspirated aspirated unaspirated aspirated nasal

Velar q; @- Tl- .a-

Palatal a- g a- gT

™
@
oy
4

Retroflex E

Dental a-

of
Labial .q- q'_) a- xr q

Semivowel Zl- T (_Yr a-

Sibilant QT .q- H

Glottal _Qr
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Velar

Palatal

Retroflex

Dental

Labial

Semivowel

Sibilant

Glottal

DEVANAGARI 3 — CONSONANTS (Roman only)

voiceless plosive

unaspirated

ka

ca

ta

ta

pa

ya

ha

aspirated

kha

cha

tha

tha

ra

sa
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voiced plosive

unaspirated

ga

ja

da

da

ba

la

Sa

aspirated

gha

jha

dha

dha

bha

va

nasal

na

na



Velar

Palatal

Retroflex

Dental

Labial

DEVANAGARI 4 — DOTTED CONSONANTS

voiceless plosive voiced plosive

unaspirated aspirated unaspirated aspirated

‘_?an gﬁa Trga
STz

g ra g rha

* *
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nasal



DEVANAGARI 5a— CONSONANTS (handwriting: Aruna Kharod)

voiceless plosive voiced plosive
unaspirated | aspirated unaspirated aspirated nasal
Velar b ka 8 kha I g Y gha Gl
Palatal d ca B cha v ja | A jha A

Retroflex 2' ta 6 tha 3 da g dha 'DT na

Dental d ta T tha G da | T dha -\ na

Labial T pa T pha d ba A9 bha P ma
Semivowel T ya L ra oA la | 5“ va

Sibilant LA da Y sa 4 o

Glottal € ha
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DEVANAGARI ‘\‘Sb — CONSONANTS (handwriting: Bipul Pandey)

voiceless plosive

unaspirated aspirated

D a :@ kha

/q

ra

Velar

Palatal —a— ca B & cha

Retroflex cC ta | e tha

Dental a‘ ta ar tha U
Labial o pa -tﬁ ‘pha

Semivowel E’T ya

- €T W T .

Glottal E ha
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voiced plosive

unaspirated

ga

4 4

ja

aspirated

gha

é— da
a?_ da
a‘ A

ba

N jha
=
g

dha

dha
}T bha
ad va




DEVANAGARI 6 — CONSONANTS (plain table)

g T T
3 T T
5 T S
o T o
T G| T
T T T
| T
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DEVANAGARI 7 — CONSONANTS (Hindi terms)

Ty gy

SeUuIel  HWEWTOT  feUdIoT WM SN

%D ka 9 kha T T gha
e i 5 cha ST g A jha
qefeay < S tha S  da @ dha U
e d u T tha QX da & dna T

oot T 9 pha d ba H bha H ma

T TY q < o q
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DEVANAGARI 8 — VOWELS

gl ¥ oW T T S FH OE W OUOA A

value a a i 7 u il r e ai 0 au
ka, ki, ki, ki & =7 F F B OH
etc. q; q’)—r 5 ? T

Note well:

1. The small subscript ring used in transliterating 3 (39 Krsna) is often replaced with a subscript dot (Krsna).

2. The final row takes the consonant @ k as an example; but the same principle applies with all consonants —

T agggaaardr etc.

3. The combinations ru and rii have special forms: ¥ and & (thus YT rupaya and ¥ riip).
Fortunately % does not appear after the consonant r !
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DEVANAGARI 9a — VOWELS (handwriting: Aruna Kharod)

sl F ooz § 3 F R T T A

value a a i e ai 0 au

~)

=

=
=

wwik g aof & 3 T F F 3 oA 4

etc.

Note well:

1. The small subscript ring used in transliterating ¥ (S Krsna) is often replaced with a subscript dot (FT Krsna).

2. The third row takes the consonant & k as an example; the same system applies with all consonants —

TN gggaa A etc.

3. The combinations ru and rit have special forms: ¥ and & (thus ¥93T rupaya and &Y rip).
Fortunately ¥ does not appear after the consonant r !
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DEVANAGARI 9b — VOWELS (handwriting: Bipul Pandey)

vowel

character

value

ka, ka, ki, ki
etc,

Note well:

~)
Ny
N

7 9 10 11
a c}_ il
ol

r ai ) au

? & o @

1. The small subscript ring used in transliterating ¥ (T Krsna) is often replaced with a subscript dot (57 Krsna).

- 2. The third row takes the consonant @ k as an example; the same system applies with all consonants —

g gggIdaa etc.

3. The combinations ru and rit have special forms: ¥ and & (thus ¥9AT rupayd and ¥9 rip).

Fortunately F does not appear after the consonant r !
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DEVANAGARI 10 — NUMERALS

Handwritten set, showing variants, from H.M. Lambert,
Introduction to the Devanagari Script
(Oxford, OUP, 1953)

2T & & - 9 ¥ . 3 W T &
1 2 5 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
% 2 % 9 8 9 < 7 A

Time to learn these numerals!
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DEVANAGARI 11 — Lambert’s handwritten chart

This chart is from H.M. Lambert, Introduction to the Devanagari Script. (Oxford, OUP, 1953).

Notice the variant shapes for 37 etc., &, &, UI. Boxed characters are used in Sanskrit only.

H H

3
2
A

AN ¥
Y PN | oy

g
)
A
-

g3 o 4 3§
S 5 ol o 4
2 o ¢ 49 4
4 8o H S
H 4 4 g o

9 .f¥ &9
. T H B
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DEVANAGARI 12 — Lambert’s handwritten paragraph

This example of handwriting is from H.M. Lambert, Introduction to the Devanagari Script. (Oxford, OUP, 1953).

el oy % 9w H IH% gW 9gH Ie&l ol A HEw
9 T ¥ | oNawEmal aul feufy $ IER T WP Wedl &
SE gAY AU A=A, G TG ol HEr § ufEad far @ |
SaTd AR WM F oya ¥ =T VA % @i fhdl Sfa & SHad @l
e fm ffad o zfaew uftga g S o@®ar € 1 26 oo W
o wift @ weEew gfdg wegd fea W g e 4t sat mmd
IUFeY @R W W &, A gg gfoere diw fha oM W ) 89
saear ¥ gg 919 WE WE% ¥ o7 GHhdl & fb SUAg Sfad # ;e a#;m
T fhdY Te<d & & | STdg WReg & (A FA aUr Iueh ATy
Fr garE ok wESId S99 & oifalih d@ fREr wwr Al FEOAAT I K-
JETAT F HIH SN IW WIN F WA F HEAGT FIAAAT BT HI o
g5 "wEE ot &l ¢ RdwE: ofg ww-wiRidt ok REfRE & g @
IFH o ff wfw Iudw Bar & | & We WA W ys-Hw fRET w0
¥ wifeeg A goua, @O o IW WINT % WigR @ w ¥ w§ fA-

ZIF Aar &
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DEVANAGARI 13 — Further resources

Richard Delacey and Sudha Joshi, Elementary Hindi — TR fg=at. Rutland (Vermont), Tuttle, 2009.
H.M. Lambert, Introduction to the Devanagari Script. Oxford, OUP, 1953.
Colin P. Masica, The Indo-Aryan Languages. Cambridge, CUP, 1991.

Rupert Snell, Read and Write Hindi Script. London, Hodder Education, 2010.

Rupert Snell, Transliterating Devanagari
http://hindiurduflagship.org/resources/learning-teaching/transliterating-devanagari/

Richard Woodward, Hindi Script Tutor
http://www.avashy.com/hindiscripttutor.htm
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http://hindiurduflagship.org/resources/learning-teaching/transliterating-devanagari/

DEVANAGARI 14 — A traditional varnamala

LU

|2 4l Ndl

3
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